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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





FIDES – 30 June 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Iunii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus VI, Iunius A.D. MMVII

The month of June was particularly full of significant interventions in the part of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on essential matters for the life of the Church: from his Homilies on the Feast of Corpus Christi and on the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul, to his address to open to annual Meeting of the Diocese of Rome on the theme: “Jesus is Lord. Educating to faith, discipleship and witness” to the publication of  Letter addressed to the “Bishops, priests, consecrated persons and the lay members of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China”. A dense and loving letter rich in contents. With this Letter Pope Benedict XVI  wished to express “the sentiments towards you as Successor of Peter and universal shepherd of the Church”. “You know well how much you are present in my heart and in my daily prayer and how deep is the relationship of communion that unites us spiritually.”. Therefore the Pope wished to express his fraternal closeness. “With intense joy  - the Pope writes - I acknowledge your faithfulness to Christ the Lord and to the Church, a faithfulness that you have manifested sometimes at the price of grave sufferings, since it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake Nevertheless, some important aspects of the ecclesial life of your country give cause for concern.”. And again “Without claiming to deal with every detail of the complex matters well known to you, I wish through this letter to offer some guidelines concerning the life of the Church and the task of evangelisation in China, in order to help you discover what the Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, "the key, the centre and the purpose of the whole of human history wants from you”.


SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 June 2007 – Audience with Bishops of the Central African Republic for ad limina visit
3 June 2007 – Homily during Mass for the Canonisation of four new Saints 

3 June 2007 - Angelus

5 June 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for murder of priest and sub deacons in Iraq 

6 June 2007 – General Audience

6 June 2007 - Appeal to world leaders taking part in G-8 Summit

7 June 2007 – Homily on the Feast of Corpus Christi 

8 June 2007 - Address to participants at 18th Caritas Internationalis General Assembly 

9 June 2007 – Address to Regional Bishops' Conference of North Africa on ad limina visit
9 June 2007 – Discourse at Congregation for Oriental Churches announcement of new prefect 
10 June 2007 - Angelus

11 June 2007 – Inauguration of Annual Assembly of the diocese of Rome: theme, "Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness "

13 June 2007 – General Audience

14 June 2007 – Audience with members of administrative council of Populorum Progressio Foundation for Latin America
17 June 2007 –Benedict XVI in Assisi - Homily at Mass in front of St Francis Lower Basilica

17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi: Angelus

17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi: Meeting with General Chapter of the Order of Friars Minor Con., and the community of the Sacred Convent 

17 June 2007 – Pope Benedict XVI in Assisi - Meeting with priests, men and women religious, and the superiors and students at the Pontifical Umbro Seminary
17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi - Meeting with young people  

20 June 2007 – General Audience
20 June 2007 - Message to Cardinal Ivan Dias for Silver Jubilee of his ordination as a Bishop 

21 June 2007 – Address to Meeting of Aid Agencies for Eastern Catholic Churches ROACO

22 June 2007 – Audience with Bishops of Togo on ad limina visit 

23 June 2007 – Audience participants at the first European Meeting of University Lecturers on the theme A New Humanism for Europe"
24 June 2007 - Angelus

25 June 2007 – Visit to Vatican Apostolic Library and the Vatican's Secret Archives
27 June 2007 – General Audience

28 June 2007 - Homily during vespers at St Paul's Basilica

29 June 2007 - Homily on feast of Saints Peter and Paul 

29 June 2007 – Angelus

30 June 2007 – Letter to Bishops, Priests, consecrated person and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Eastern Churches

China

Ecumenism

Education

Eucharist

Francis

Mission

Peace

Peter and Paul


INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Education - Cardinal Cañizares reminds parents of their right to defend their choice of education for their children with every legitimate means: pastoral letter offers guidelines with regard to the controversial issue of “Education to Citizenship ”
Mission - “ We must deepen our reciprocal knowledge in order to build a world of peace founded on respect for others” says Catholic Archbishop of Rabat, president of the Northern African Regional Bishops Conference, in Rome for the ad limina visit

Mission - “Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the Road”: mobility a characteristic of present day societies all over the world is a new horizon for evangelisation

Mission - “Our priority is the formation of the faithful” says the president of the Bishops' Conference of Togo in Rome for their ad limina visit
Life - “Abortion is never the answer. The choice must always be for life”: Bishops' statement with regard to proposed de-penalisation of the crime of abortion
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI   receives  Document of Aparecida. CELAM general assembly in July will discuss the Great Continental Mission 

VATICAN - Cardinal Ivan Dias the prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples marks the 25th anniversary of his ordination as Bishop 

VATICAN - “I place these 25 years of ministry as a bishop in the Immaculate Heart of Mary, because Mary has sealed the whole of my ministry, and with her I say again to the Lord: I am your servant” - Cardinal Dias celebrates Mass for the Silver Jubilee of his ordination as Bishop 

VATICAN - “Benedict XVI in Assisi: to announce with St Francis the simplicity of the Gospel in a complex world ”. A contribution by  Fr. Pietro Messa, OFM
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 June 2007 – Audience with Bishops of the Central African Republic for their ad limina visit
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  addresses Bishops of the Central African Republic: "I sincerely hope that Africa will no longer be forgotten in this world of profound changes and that authentic hope may be born for the peoples of that continent”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “You are called to carry out your mission at the service of the people entrusted to you by the Lord in a difficult contest…peace and national harmony are among the most urgent challenges for the Church in your country. The poorest people in particular are victims of dramatic situations which lead inevitably to deep divisions and unhappiness in society. The second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, at the stage of preparation, will be an important time for reflection on the proclamation of the Gospel in a context marked by numerous signs of hope but also by concerning situations. "I sincerely hope that Africa will no longer be forgotten in this world of profound changes and that authentic hope may be born for the peoples of that continent.” This is a passage of an address given by Pope Benedict XVI to the Bishops of the Central African Republic whom he received in audience on June 1 on the occasion of their five yearly ad limina visit to Rome to pray at the tombs of the Apostles St Peter and St Paul and have individual and collective meetings with the Successor of St Peter.


The Pope said  that to respond effectively to the challenges facing the Church in that country there must be effective collaboration among the bishops, based on keen awareness of the collegial dimension of the ministry of the bishop. “You can be certain that you are never alone in your ministry, the Lord is close to you and He accompanies you with his presence and his grace. By means of a life of ever more intense communion, exemplary daily life, be witnesses among your people”.


The Pope encouraged all who strive “to foster hope by means of resolute commitment to defending the dignity and inalienable rights of every human person. One of these rights is the fundamental good of peace and a life in security. The promotion of peace, of justice, of reconciliation is an expression of  Christian faith in the love God has for every human person. May the Church resolutely continue to announce the peace of Christ working, together with all men and women of good will, to promote justice and reconciliation”. Benedict XVI urged the faithful in that country "to implore this precious gift from the Lord”, he encouraged communities of religious and lay Catholics involved in the fields of healthcare and education to “continue their efforts, never failing, to be signs of the trust the Lord places in each human person”. With regard to marriage and the family the Pope asked the Bishops to guarantee young couples serious preparation for marriage and to develop support for families. The Pope concluded by saying he thanked the priests for their generosity and zeal, urging them to collaborate with other pastoral workers and to live an exemplary priestly life: “In prayer, rooted in the meditation of the Word of God and in the Eucharist, source and summit of their ministry, they will find strength and courage to serve the people of God and lead them on the paths of faith ”. With regard to the formation of future priests the Pope said that more than ever today “it is necessary to be demanding about their human and spiritual formation… and to watch carefully the effective balance of the seminarians and to form them in sensibility to be certain of their aptitude to live the demands of priestly celibacy. Human formation must find its significance in sound spiritual formation since it is indispensable for the life and activity of the priest to be rooted in firm faith in Jesus Christ”.


The last issue on which the Pope touched was the  active and fruitful participation on the part of the faithful in the celebration of the Eucharist: “adaptation to different contexts and cultures must be based on an authentic understanding of inculturation … with festive their liturgies your communities wish to offer a joyous expression of God's glory; may this always be properly balanced with silent contemplation of the mystery being celebrated!”


At the end of his address the Pope said: “proceed with courage to help the faith of your people take deep root! May all be tireless builders of peace and reconciliation! I entrust each of your dioceses to protection of the Blessed Virgin Mother, Queen of Africa, may be the star which guides you to Jesus her Son ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2007; righe 50, parole 702)

3 June 2007 – Homily during Mass for the Canonisation of four new Saints 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI proclaims four new saints: “Let us thank God for the wonders he has worked in the Saints who are a reflection of his glory. Let us be drawn by their example to make our whole life, like theirs, a canticle of praise and glory to the Most Holy Trinity ”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, Sunday June 3, Pope Benedict XVI  presided the celebration of Mass in St Peter's Square during which he canonised three priests and a woman religious: Fr George Preca (1880-1962), Founder of the Society of Christian Doctrine; Friar Szymon of Lipnica (1435 ca.-1482), of the Order of the Friars Minor; Fr Karel van Sint Andries Houben (1821-1893), a member of the Congregation of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ; Marie Eugénie de Jésus Milleret (1817-1898), foundress of the Institute of the Sisters of the Assumption.


“After the Season of Easter – the Pope said in his homily -, after reliving the event of Pentecost, when the Church's baptism in the Holy Spirit is renewed, we wish look so to say to the ‘open heavens', to penetrate with the eyes of faith the profundity of the mystery of God, One in substance and Three in persons: Father and Son and Holy Spirit. As we allow ourselves be enveloped by this supreme mystery, we admire the glory of God reflected in the lives of the Saints.”


Reflecting on the Sunday readings, the Holy Father remarked that Wisdom, “standing at God's side as an assistant”, loves to dwell among human persons because in them he recognises the image and likeness of the Creator... God's Wisdom is seen in the cosmos, in the variety and beauty of its elements, but the masterpieces are the saints”. The passage from St Paul's Letter to the Romans speaks of the image of God's love "poured into the hearts" of the saints, that is, the baptised, "through the Holy Spirit" who is given to them. “Through Christ – said Pope Benedict XVI  -, the Spirit of God comes to us as the beginning of a new 'holy' life. The Spirit places the love of God in the hearts of believers in the concrete form which it had in the man Jesus of Nazareth”. 

“In the same perspective, the Wisdom of God incarnated in Christ, is communicated by the Holy Spirit. The Gospel tells us that God the Father continues to reveal his plan of love through the saints… Every Saint shares in the riches of Christ drawn from the Father and communicated at the opportune time. It is always the same holiness of Jesus, always in Him the "Holy One", that the Spirit shapes "holy souls", forming friends of Jesus and witnesses of his holiness.”



Pope Benedict XVI then dwelt on the essential traits of the lives of the new Saints. George Preca born in La Valletta in Malta, “was a priest who was totally dedicated to evangelisation: with his preaching, his writings, spiritual guidance and the administration of the Sacraments but first of all with the example of his life. A profoundly priestly and mystic soul he was filled with love for God, Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints”. 


Friar Szymon of Lipnicy, Poland, a follower of St Francis of Assisi, “is today held up to the Church as an exemplary Christian– animated by the spirit of the Gospel – ready to devote his life to others. Filled with mercy which he drew from the Eucharist, he did not hesitate to care for those suffering from the plague, and eventually contracted himself the disease which led him to death”. 


Passionist Father Karel van Sint Andries Houben of devoted his whole life to caring for souls. “During his many years of priestly ministry in England and Ireland, the people flocked to him to seek out his wise counsel, his compassionate care and his healing touch.” He was deeply devoted to Christ crucified. At the funeral of this much-loved priest, affectionately known as Father Charles of Mount Argus, his superior was moved to observe: "The people have already declared him a saint."


Marie-Eugénie Milleret reminds us  "of the importance of the Eucharist in Christian life and spiritual growth”. She “was particular aware of the need to transmit to the young generations, girls especially, an intellectual, moral and spiritual education which would enable them as adults to be responsible for the life of their family and to make their contribution to the Church and society”.  


The Holy Father concluded his homily urging those present to thank God “or the wonders he has worked in the Saints who are a reflection of his glory and he said "Let us be drawn by their example to make our whole life, like theirs, a canticle of praise and glory to the Most Holy Trinity”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2007, righe 50,  parole 698)

3 June 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - On Sunday 3 June before leading the recitation of the Angelus prayer, Pope Benedict XVI greeted visitors who had come for the canonisations and he called for “renewed efforts to eliminate the new forms of slavery which afflict humanity”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On Sunday June 3rd after Mass in St Peter's Square during which he had canonised four new saints, Pope Benedict XVI greeted those who had come from different countries to be present for the great event. He told Sisters of the Assumption from various parts of the world that he hoped that through the intercession of their foundress Saint Marie Eugénie Milleret they would "put on Christ” and draw new courage and hope. To the Assumption Sisters from Spain and South America, Mexico in particular, the Pope said he hoped the new Saint would help them make "Christ and the mystery of his Incarnation" the centre of their spiritual life.


Greeting numerous visitors from Malta, Ireland and Great Britain the Holy Father said: “ I extend cordial greetings to all the English-speaking pilgrims here today on this feast of the Most Holy Trinity, especially those who have come to Rome in such great numbers from Malta, Ireland and Great Britain to be present at today’s canonisation. May these new saints accompany you”. In Maltese the Pope said: “Saint George Preca is the first son of your beloved land to be canonised. After St Paul is your second father in the faith. He intercedes that you may always be friends of the Gospel”. 


To Dutch pilgrims the Pope said he hoped that through the intercession of Passionist priest Saint Karel van Sint Andries Houben “the People of God in Holland will always walk in faith, hope and charity”. In Polish he then greeted visitors from Poland invoking the intercession of Saint Szymon of Lipnica, “for those who devote their lives to the service of the sick, the suffering and the abandoned”.


In Italian the Pope mentioned that the “Church in Bologna is making the 750th anniversary of the act with which the Senate of the city abolished slavery in its territory, and he said: “May this initiative give rise to new efforts to eliminate new forms of slavery afflicting humanity”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2007; righe 23, parole 332)

5 June 2007 – Telegramme of condolence for murder of a priest and three sub deacons in Iraq 

VATICAN - The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI expresses his grief for the murder of a priest and three sub-deacons in Mossul, Iraq: "May their sacrifice inspire in the hearts of all men and women of good will a renewed resolve to reject the ways of hatred and violence, to conquer evil with good and to cooperate in hastening the dawn of reconciliation, justice and peace in Iraq

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has expressed his grief at the tragic murder of a Chaldean Catholic priest and three sub-deacons on Sunday June 3 in Mossul, in Iraq (see Fides 4/6/2007). Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. sent a telegramme, in the Pope's name, to Archbishop Paulos Faraj Rahho of Mossul of the Chaldeans, Iraq, for the killing in that city yesterday of Fr. Ragheed Aziz Ganni and three sub-deacons. The text of the English-language telegram follows: "The Holy Father was deeply saddened to learn of the senseless killing of Fr. Ragheed Aziz Ganni and sub-deacons Basman Yousef Daoud, Ghasan Bidawid and Wadid Hanna, and he asks you kindly to convey to their families his heartfelt condolences. He willingly joins the Christian community in Mossul in commending their souls to the infinite mercy of God our loving Father and in giving thanks for their selfless witness to the Gospel. At the same time he prays that their costly sacrifice will inspire in the hearts of all men and women of good will a renewed resolve to reject the ways of hatred and violence, to conquer evil with good and to cooperate in hastening the dawn of reconciliation, justice and peace in Iraq. To the families and to all who mourn their dead in faith and in the hope which draws its certainty from the resurrection His Holiness cordially imparts his apostolic blessing as a pledge of consolation and strength in the Lord.". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2007 ; righe 28, parole 436) 
6 June 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI devotes his Wednesday General Audience to Saint Cyprian "the first African Bishop to earn the crown of martyrdom"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Saint Cyprian, an African bishop of the 3rd century, "the first African Bishop to earn the crown of martyrdom" whose fame is connected with the literary works and pastoral activity of thirteen years from his conversion to his martyrdom, was the subject of the teaching which Pope Benedict XVI   gave at his General weekly Audience on Wednesday 6 June in St Peter's Square. Born in Carthage the son of a wealth pagan family, Cyprian became a Christian at the age of 35 after a dissipated youth. He was immediately elected to the priestly office and the dignity of bishop. As bishop he had to deal with the persecutions of Decius (250) and Valerius (257 -258), and after  the particularly cruel Decian persecution he worked hard to restore discipline in the Christian community, since many Christians had abjured the faith (lapsi - ‘lapsed’ -, and ardently desired to re-join the community. In addition to this a serious outbreak of the plague devastated Africa and controversy with regard to the validity of baptism administered to pagans by heretic Christians.


“In these very difficult circumstances – Pope Benedict XVI recalled - Cyprian demonstrated a great gift for government: he was strict but not inflexible with the lapsi, granting them pardon after an exemplary penance; in front of Rome he firmly defended the healthy traditions of the African Church; most human and filled with authentic spirit of the Gospel, during the pestilence he exhorted Christians to offer pagans fraternal assistance; with the right balance he reminded the faithful - too afraid of losing their earthly life and goods - that for them real life and real goods are not those of this world; he fought unshakeably against corrupt habits and sins which devastate the moral life, especially avarice”. Arrested at the order of the proconsul, after a brief questioning Cyprian courageously faced martyrdom amidst his people.




His numerous treatises and letters, always related to his pastoral ministry, were written for the edification of the community and the good behaviour of the faithful. “The Church is the theme most dear to him by a long way– the Pope explained in his catechesis -.  He distinguishes between the visible, hierarchical Church and the invisible, mystical Church, while firmly stating that the Church is one, founded on Peter ”. Not to be forgotten is Cyprian's teaching on prayer. In his book on the “Our Father” Cyprian teaches “that precisely in the ‘Our Father' the Christian is given the correct manner of prayer; and he underlines that this prayer is plural, so that when we pray we never pray only for ourselves… In this way personal and liturgical prayer appear strongly linked. Their unity stems from the fact that they respond to the same Word of God. The Christians does not say ‘My Father, but ‘Our Father', even in the secrecy of the closed room because he knows that every where and at all times he is a member of the one same Body.”



The Holy Father concluded his catechesis recalling that “Cyprian belongs to the origins of that fecund theological-spiritual tradition which sees the ‘heart’ as the privileged place for prayer. In fact according to the Bible and to the Fathers, the human heart is the most intimate place, the place where God lives. In the heart there comes about that encounter in which God speaks to man and man listens to God; man speaks to God and God listens to man: all through the one divine Word…Let us make our own this ‘listening heart', of which we hear in the Bible and the Fathers: and of which we have such need! Only in this way can we fully experience that God is our Father and that the Church, the holy Bride of Christ, is truly our Mother.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2007 – righe 41, parole 613) 

6 June 2007 - Appeal to world leaders taking part in G-8 Summit

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI appeals to world leaders at G8 Summit “not to retreat from their promises to make a substantial increase in development aid in favour of the most needy populations, especially those of the African Continent.”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – At the end of the general audience on Wednesday June 6, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI   made the following appeal to the participants at the G8 summit in Germany: “ Today in Heiligendamm, Germany, under the Presidency of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Annual Summit of Heads of State and Heads of Government of the G8 – that is, the seven most industrialised countries of the world plus the Russian Federation – has begun. On 16 December last I had occasion to write to Chancellor Angela Merkel, thanking her, in the name of the Catholic Church, for the decision to keep the theme of world poverty on the agenda of the G8, with specific reference to Africa. Doctor Merkel kindly replied to me on 2 February last, assuring me of the G8’s commitment to attaining the Millennium Development Goals. Now, I should like to make a further appeal to the leaders meeting at Heiligendamm, not to retreat from their promises to make a substantial increase in development aid in favour of the most needy populations, especially those of the African Continent.

In this regard, the second Millennium goal merits special attention: "to achieve universal primary education – to ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling by 2015". This is an integral part of the attainment of all the other Millennium Goals: it is a guarantee of the consolidation of goals already reached; it is the starting-point for autonomous and sustainable processes of development.

It must not be forgotten that the Catholic Church has always been at the forefront in the field of education, reaching places, particularly in the poorest countries, that State structures often fail to reach. Other Christian Churches, religious groups and organisations of civil society share this educational commitment. According to the principle of subsidiarity, this reality should be recognised, valued and supported by Governments and International Organisations, among other things by the allocation of sufficient funding, so that greater efficacy may be guaranteed in the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. Let us hope that serious efforts be made to reach these objectives..” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2007 – righe 23, parole 326) 

7 June 2007 – Homily on the Feast of Corpus Christi 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi: “Like the manna for the people of Israel, for every Christian generation the Eucharist is the indispensable nourishment which sustains it as it crosses the desert of this world”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “The Eucharist is the food reserved for those who in Baptism have been set free from slavery and have become children; it is the food which sustains them on the long exodus across the desert of human life. “Like the manna for the people of Israel, for every Christian generation the Eucharist is the indispensable nourishment which sustains it as it crosses the desert of this world, rendered arid by ideological and economic systems which mortify life rather than promote it; a world dominated by the logic of power and possession rather than that of service and love; a world where not rarely the culture of violence and death triumph”. These words are part of the homily given by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI at the open air evening Mass in front of the Basilica of St John Lateran yesterday 7 June, the solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ followed by the traditional procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the major Basilica of St Mary.  


Citing his post-synodal apostolic exhortation Sacramentum caritatis, the Pope recalled that Corpus Christi “is a singular feast, an important appointment of faith and praise for every Christian community … it was instituted precisely to reaffirm openly the faith of the People of God in Jesus Christ living and truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. The feast was instituted to adore, praise and thank the Lord publicly ”. The feast refers to the mystery of Holy Thursday: “The gift of the Eucharist Apostles was given to the Apostles in the intimate gathering at the Last Supper, but it is destined for everyone, for the whole world. This is why it must be openly proclaimed and exposed, so that everyone may encounter "Jesus as he walks by" as it happened on the roads of Galilee, Samaria and Judea; so that every person who receives him may be healed and renewed by the power of his love”. 


The Holy Father underlined “precisely because it is a mysterious reality beyond our comprehension, we must not be surprised that today many find it difficult to accept the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. It could not be otherwise... as then so too today the Eucharist  is still a ‘sign of contradiction’ and it must be, because a God who assumes human flesh and sacrifices himself for the life of the world puts human wisdom in crisis. But with humble trust the Church makes her own the faith of Peter and the other Apostles... Let us too this evening renew our profession of faith in Christ living and present in the Eucharist”.


The Gospel of the day narrated the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand and the Pope underlined certain aspects: “the Lord desires every human person to be nourished by the Eucharist, because the Eucharist is for everyone… Christ immolated himself for the whole of humanity. His passing through the streets among the homes of our city will be for the inhabitants an offering of joy, of immortal life, peace and love … The miracle worked by the Lord contains an explicit invitation to each person to make a contribution. The five loaves and two fish stand for our contribution, small but necessary, which He transforms in a gift of love for all.” The Pope concluded: “The feast of Corpus Christi intends to render perceptible, despite our hardness of inner hearing, the Lord's knocking. Jesus knocks at the door of our heart and asks us to let him in not only for a day but for always. We welcome him with joy, lifting up to him the choral prayer of the Liturgy: "Good Shepherd, true bread, / O Jesus, have mercy on us (…) you all wise and all powerful, / nourish us here on earth, / lead your brothers / to the heavenly table / in the joy of your saints". Amen!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2007 – righe 44, parole 651)

8 June 2007 - Address to participants at 18th Caritas Internationalis General Assembly 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at the General Assembly of Caritas Internationalis: “The heart of Caritas is the sacrificial love of Christ, and every form of individual and organised charity in the Church must always find its point of reference in him, the source of charity.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Your Confederation does not simply work on behalf of the Church, is truly a part of the Church, intimately engaged in the exchange of gifts that takes place on so many levels of ecclesial life.”: Pope Benedict XVI  said in his address to participants at the 18th general assembly of Caritas Internationalis, received in audience in the morning of Friday 8 June in the Vatican.


Speaking of the Confederation's special mission the Pope said: “You are called, by means of the charitable activity that you undertake, to assist in the Church’s mission to spread throughout the world the love of God that has been "poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit… In the work of charitable organisations like yours, we see the fruits of Christ’s love… Charity has to be understood in the light of God who is caritas: God who loved the world so much that he gave his only Son (cf. Jn 3:16). In this way we come to see that love finds its greatest fulfilment in the gift of self. This is what Caritas Internationalis seeks to accomplish in the world. The heart of Caritas is the sacrificial love of Christ, and every form of individual and organised charity in the Church must always find its point of reference in him, the source of charity.”


Pope Benedict XVI then underlined two practical implications: “The first is that every act of charity should be inspired by a personal experience of faith, leading to the discovery that God is Love. The Caritas worker is called to bear witness to that love before the world.… Only when charitable activity takes the form of Christ-like self-giving does it become a gesture truly worthy of the human person created in God’s image and likeness. Lived charity fosters growth in holiness, after the example of the many servants of the poor whom the Church has raised to the dignity of the altars.” 

The second implication "follows closely from the first. God’s love is offered to everyone, hence the Church’s charity is also universal in scope, and so it has to include a commitment to social justice. Yet changing unjust structures is not of itself sufficient to guarantee the happiness of the human person. Moreover, as I affirmed recently to the Bishops gathered in Aparecida, Brazil, the task of politics "is not the immediate competence of the Church”. 


Confident that the work of Caritas Internationalis is inspired by these principles, and recalling that “ throughout the world there are countless men and women whose hearts are filled with joy and gratitude for the service you render them”, the Holy Father encouraged those present to persevere in the special mission “ to spread the love of Christ, who came so that all may have life in abundance”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/6/2007 – righe 31, parole 450)

9 June 2007 – Address to members of Regional Bishops' Conference of North Africa on ad limina visit
VATICAN - “ Following the example of Blessed Charles de Foucauld, may the Christians of your countries be credible witnesses to the universal brotherhood which Christ taught his disciples!”: Pope Benedict XVI  encourages the members of the Regional Bishops' Conference of North Africa 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The diversity of the human and ecclesial situations in your countries is no impediment to the fraternity which you live in your Bishops' Conference, where you find appreciable support for your ministry, in particular in the trials suffered by some of your local Churches. Your unity is a authentic witness to the Lord's teaching ”. Pope Benedict XVI   said this in his address to the Bishops of the Regional Bishops Conference of North Africa C.E.R.N.A., whom he received in audience in the morning of Saturday 9 June on the occasion of their ad limina visit.


Speaking in French the Pope said “Fraternal encounter with the men and women among whom you live is one of the themes which you wish to develop to express the mission of the Church in your region. In this regard I warmly encourage you to lead the faithful to an authentic encounter with the Lord who will lead them to the encounter with their brothers and sisters… So that, as it was intensely lived by Fr Charles de Foucauld whom your diocesan Churches had the joy of seeing beatified a few months ago, the Eucharist may be the centre of the life of your communities!”


Recalling some leading members of the Christian communities of the region who in the first Christian centuries helped to “build bridges between the shores of the Mediterranean”, Benedict XVI said “today the members of your community present great diversity for the origin and for the duration and reason of their presence in the Maghreb. In this way they offer an image of the universality of the Church whose Gospel message is addressed to all nations”. 


The Holy Father then stressed the importance of religious witness in the family, at work, places of study etc: “The spiritual quality of Christian communities founded on the certainty that the Lord is ever present and working in each one of them, is essential if they are to give reasons for the hope with which they are animated. United with their bishops in a spirit of fraternal charity, may they be places where communion is lived and manifestations of God's love for all men and women”.


“In this perspective – the Pope said - , inter-religious dialogue has an important place in the pastoral activity of your dioceses … I am happy to see that through initiatives of dialogue and places of encounter such as study centres and libraries, you are resolutely committed to developing and deepening the existing relations between Christians and Muslims, in order to promote reconciliation, justice and peace. In daily sharing Christians and Muslims can find the principal basis for better reciprocal knowledge. By means of fraternal mutual sharing of joys and sorrows, especially in the most significant moments of life, and also through collaboration in the fields of healthcare, education, culture, or the most humble services, you demonstrate authentic solidarity,  which strengthens bonds of trust and friendship among individuals, families and communities.”


Among other important questions which the Bishops of this region have to face the Pope recalled “emigration of people from Sub-Saharan Africa who attempt to cross the Mediterranean to reach Europe in search of a better life”; the importance of the consecrated life; collaboration between the Churches of the Middle East and Africa, “is a witness of great value for your region, which is a meeting point between Africa, Europe and the Arab world”. Benedict XVI concluded encouraging the Bishops in their ministry: “Following the example of Blessed Charles de Foucauld, may the Christians of your countries be credible witnesses to the universal brotherhood which Christ taught his disciples! I entrust your communities to the maternal protection of Our Lady of Africa”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/6/2007; righe 45, parole 645)

9 June 2007 – Discourse at the Congregation for Oriental Churches and announcement of new prefect 
VATICAN - “From my lips I raise a heartfelt invocation for the Holy Land, Iraq, Lebanon…and also for the other regions involved in a vortex of apparently inexorable violence”: Pope Benedict XVI visits  Congregation for the Oriental Churches and announces the appointment of the new Prefect 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday June 9, the feast day of Saint Ephraim, a great doctor of the Syrian Church, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI visited the Congregation for the Oriental Churches where he was welcomed by the outgoing prefect His Beatitude Cardinal Ignace Moussa I Daoud. In his address the Pope spoke of the origin and history of the Congregation founded by his predecessor Pope Benedict XV ninety years ago. These decades were marked by a dramatic period of history especially in Eastern Europe, and confirmed “the providential nature of that papal act to ensure eastern Catholics, through a specific Congregation, the care of the Church which accompanied many of them during no brief times of persecution. After the silence came the time of liberation and the life and mission of the Church could resume, develop and be consolidated”. 



After thanking the Lord for the designs of his divine goodness, Pope Benedict XVI said: “As Father and Shepherd I feel the duty to raise up a fervid prayer to God and to make a heartfelt appeal to all those responsible so that everywhere, from the East to the West, Churches may profess the Christian faith in full freedom. May the sons and daughters of the Church everywhere be allowed to live in personal and social tranquillity: may they be guaranteed dignity, respect and a future for individuals and groups, and respect for their rights as believers and citizens. From my lips I raise a heartfelt invocation for the Holy Land, Iraq, Lebanon, all territories under the jurisdiction of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, and also for the other regions involved in a vortex of apparently inexorable violence. May the Churches and the disciples of the Lord remain where they were placed by birth by Divine Providence; where they deserve to remain for a presence which dates to the very beginning of Christianity. During the centuries they distinguished themselves for unswerving and inseparable love for their faith, their people and their homeland.”


With his visit Pope Benedict XVI said he wished symbolically to continue “the pilgrimage to the heart of the East which Pope John Paul II proposed in the Apostolic Letter Orientale lumen”, ideally started when he assumed the name of a Pope who so loved the East and opening officially his Petrine Service of the Bishop of Tome at the tomb of the Apostle calling to be with him the Eastern Patriarchs in communion with the Successor of Peter; lastly he mentioned “the apostolic journey to Turkey, unforgettable for the moving embrace with the Catholic community and for its ecumenical and interreligious importance, constituted another moment of special fecundity in my pilgrimage to the heart of the East”.


The Pope then thanked “the many Eastern Catholics who paid their fidelity with their blood, recorded in admirable pages through the centuries down to the present day martyrology!”, assuring them that he is “at their side” and reaffirming “high esteem for the Catholic Eastern Churches for their singular role as living witnesses of the origins”: “Without constant relations with the traditions of the origins there can be no future for the Church of Christ. Particularly the Eastern Churches safeguard the echo of the first proclamation of the Gospel; the most ancient memories of the signs worked by the Lord; the first reflections of that Easter light and the reverberation of the unquenchable fire of Pentecost”. The Holy Father said: “We have almost everything in common and above all we have in common a sincere longing for unity. The desire in the depths of our hearts that this longing may soon reach full realisation.”


After praising and encouraging the Congregation for its dedicated service, Pope Benedict XVI  underlined the “irreversibility of the ecumenical option and the mandatory nature of encounter at the inter-religious level”. He affirmed “the priority of formation is very dear to the Pope and also the updating of pastoral care for the family, youth, vocations and the valorisation of pastoral care of culture and charity. There must be continual growth of the movement of charity which, by papal mandate, the Congregation follows to ensure that Catholics in the Holy Land and the other Eastern regions receive the necessary spiritual and material support for ordinary ecclesial life and special necessities. An intelligent effort must be made to face the serious phenomenon of migrations, which often robs communities of the best human resources ”. 



The Pope ended by announcing that he had appointed as new prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches Archbishop Leonardo Sandri, until now substitute for general affairs of the Secretariat of State. Thanking Cardinal Ignace Moussa I Daoud for working with “generous dedication at a very sensitive task”, Benedict XVI expressed warm wishes to the new Prefect “for a fruitful development of the sensitive tasks with which I entrust you with this appointment”, he also announced that to take the place of Archbishop Sandri in the Secretariat of State he has called Archbishop Fernando Filoni, at present Apostolic Nuncio in the Philippines. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/6/2007, righe 61, parole 855)

10 June 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus: “In life today, often noisy and distracting, it is more than ever important to rediscover the ability for inner silence and recollection ” – Appeal for all hostages, including Catholic priests, in various parts of the world 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The supreme mystery of the Christian faith, the real presence of the Risen Christ in the Eucharist was the subject of the brief address given by Pope Benedict XVI     on Sunday 10 June, before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus Prayer with the people gathered in St Peter's Square. For Catholics in many countries of the world including Italy, Sunday was the annual Feast of Corpus Christi (postponed from Thursday to avoid a work-day holiday). The Holy Father said “let us contemplate the supreme mystery of our faith: the most Holy Eucharist, the real presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Sacrament of the altar”. The Pope cited the post synodal apostolic exhortation Sacramentum caritatis to underline the “intrinsic bond” which exists between the celebration and adoration of the Eucharist: “Holy Mass is in fact the Church's greatest act of adoration… adoration outside Holy Mass prolongs and intensifies what comes about during the liturgical celebration and renders possible an authentic and profound reception of Christ.”


In these circumstances the Holy Father encouraged the bishops, the clergy and all the faithful to practice eucharistic adoration, expressing his appreciation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and associations and confraternities dedicated to adoration in a special way: “they remind us of the centrality of Christ in our personal and ecclesial life”. Pope Benedict XVI said he was happy that “many young people are discovering the beauty of adoration both as individuals and as a community”, and he asked priests to encourage youth groups and lead them “so that community forms of adoration are always appropriate and dignified, with suitable periods of silence and listening to the Word of God”. He concluded: “In life today, often noisy and distracting, it is more than ever important to rediscover the ability for inner silence and recollection: Eucharistic adoration allows one to do this not only as "I", but also in the company of a "Thou" full of love Jesus Christ, "God with us!".” The Pope asked the Blessed Virgin Mary, Woman of the Eucharist, to intercede that the whole Church may grow in faith in the Eucharistic mystery, in  joy of taking part in Holy Mass, especially Sunday Mass,  and in impulse to bear witness to the immense charity of Christ.


After the Angelus prayer, Benedict XVI appealed for the liberation of hostages: “Sad to say I receive many requests to intervene on behalf of people, including Catholic priests, taken hostage for different reasons in various parts of the world. I carry all these people in my heart and remember them in my prayers particularly the sad case of Colombia. I make a heartfelt appeal to those who carry out these terrible actions to realise the evil they have committed and to restore to the affection of their loved ones, those held captive. I entrust the victims to the maternal protection of Most Holy Mary, mother of all mankind.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/6/2007; righe 31, parole 449)

11 June 2007 – Inauguration of Annual Assembly of the diocese of Rome: theme, "Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness "

VATICAN - “Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, to discipleship to witness”: Pope Benedict XVI inaugurates Rome Diocese Annual Assembly 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the evening of Monday 11 June Pope Benedict XVI  went to the cathedral of Rome  the Basilica di San Giovanni in Lateran to inaugurate the Annual Assembly of the diocese of Rome on the theme: "Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness". We give some of the main passages of the Holy Father's intervention.


“The theme of this Assembly is " Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness": a theme which concerns us all because every disciple who confesses that Jesus is the Lord is called to grow in faith in Him giving and receiving help from the great company of brothers and sisters in the faith.”


"It is important to dwell first of all on the initial statement which gives the tone and the sense of our Assembly: "Jesus is the Lord"… from the beginning the disciples recognised in the Risen Lord the One who is our brother in humanity but One who is truly God; the One who with his coming into the world, w his life, his death and resurrection brought God to us, made God present in the world in a new and unique way, the One who gives meaning and hope to our life: in Him we encounter in fact the true face of God, which is what we need in order to live.”


“To educate to the faith, discipleship and witness means helping our brothers, or helping one another to enter into a living relationship with Christ and with the Father. This, since the beginning, has been the essential task of the Church as the community of the believers, the disciples, the friends of Jesus. The Church body of Christ and temple of the Holy Spirit is the trustworthy company in which we are generated and educated to become in Christ, children and heirs of God”.


“Daily experience tells us– as we all know well - that today it is no easy task to educate in the faith. Today, to be honest, every sort of education seems more arduous and precarious. We speak of a serious "education emergency", increasing difficulties encountered in handing on the basic values of life and of upright behaviour to the new generations, difficulties which involve the school, the family and, we can say, every other body with educational goals.”


“Education tends generally to be reduced to the transmission of certain abilities, or capacities for acting, while striving to meet the desire for happiness of the new generations by filling them with consumer goods and ephemeral gratification. Thus both parents and teachers are easily tempted to abdicate from their duty to educate and no longer understand the role, or better the mission with which they are entrusted”.


“However this situation does not satisfy, it cannot satisfy because it overlooks the essential goal of education, that is the formation of the person to render him or her able to live to the fill and to make his or her contribution to the common good. And so we see on many sides a demand for authentic education and the rediscovery of the need for educators who are truly such…in a similar context the Church's commitment to educate to faith, discipleship and witness to the Lord Jesus is more than ever the value of a contribution to help the society in which we live in order to overcome the education crisis with which it is afflicted”.


“Precisely this decisive challenge for the future of the faith, of the Church and of Christianity is therefore an essential priority in our pastoral work: to bring closer to Christ and the Father the new generation which lives in a world to a great extent far from God … For Christian education and formation, what is decisive is first of all prayer and our personal friendship with Jesus: only people who know and love Jesus Christ can lead others to a vital relationship with Him.”


“Furthermore, education, Christian education particularly, education to shape life according to the plan of God who is love (cfr 1Jn 4,8.16), needs that closeness which is proper to love… The whole Christian community in all its many different articulations and components is challenged by this great task to lead the new generations to the encounter with Christ.”


“In education and formation to the faith, the family has a proper and fundamental mission and a primary responsibility. Through its parents in fact the child who is starting life has the first and decisive experience of love, of a love which is in reality not only human, it is a reflection of God's love for every human person”. 


“Many families certainly are unprepared for such a task and many seem uninterested if not contrary to the Christian education of their children … This is an area for commitment and service for our parishes, our youth communities, and first of all for Christian families themselves, called to be neighbourly with other families to support them and help them educate their children, helping them in this way to rediscover the meaning and purpose of married life. Now we will look at other agents of education to the faith.”


“Of special importance is the closeness which can be guaranteed by a priest, a religious sister, a catechist or some other educator capable of making concrete for the young person the face of the Church and the love of Christ. To achieve lasting positive effects, our closeness must be conscious that the educational relationship is an encounter of freedom and that Christian education itself, is formation to authentic freedom”. 


“The work of education passes by way of freedom but it also needs authoritativeness. Therefore especially with education to the faith, the figure of the witness and the role of witness is central. Witnesses of Christ do not simply hand on information, they are personally involved with the truth they propose and with a consistent style of life they become a reliable point of reference. They point not to themselves but to the One who is infinitely greater, whose goodness and trustworthiness they have experienced. The authentic Christian educator is therefore a witness whose model is Jesus Christ”.


“In education to the faith a most important task is entrusted to the Catholic school. The school fulfils its mission basing itself on a project of education centred on the Gospel which is the decisive reference point for the formation of the person and for the whole cultural proposal... state school too, in different ways and modes, can be sustained in their work of education by the presence of teachers who are believers – primarily, but not exclusively, teachers of Catholic Religious Instruction,– and pupils with a Christian formation, and with collaboration from many families and the Christian community itself.” 


“Today more than in the past, a person's education and formation are influenced by the messages and climate put across by the media and which are inspired by a mentality and culture marked by relativism, consumerism and a false and destructive exaltation, or better, profanation, of the body and human sexuality.” 


“There is one past point to which I would draw your attention: it is of utmost importance for the mission of the Church and demands commitment and first of all prayer on our part. I refer to vocations to follow the Lord Jesus more closely in the priestly ministry and the consecrated life … Gently and respectfully but also with clarity and courage we must suggest to young men and women who seem most attracted and fascinated by friendship with Him that they could follow Christ more closely… We know that decisive in this field are prayer and the quality of our Christian witness, the example of the life of priests, of consecrated persons, the generosity of the persons called and the families from whom they come.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/6/2007; righe 91, parole 1289)

13 June 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - “Still today Eusebius of Cesarea calls believers, calls us, to be speechless, to contemplate the great works of God in history for the salvation of mankind. And just as energetically he calls us to conversion of life”: the Holy Father's Audience teaching 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Eusebius, Bishop of Cesarea in Palestine, where he was born in about the year 260AD, can be considered “the most qualified exponent of Christian culture of his day in many different contexts, ranging from theology to exegesis, from history to erudition. Eusebius is known principally as the first historian of Christianity, but he was also the great philologist of the early Church ”. To this illustrious personage among the Apostolic Fathers, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI devoted his catechesis addressed to thousands of visitors gathered for his Wednesday general audience in St Peter's Square on 13 June.


Formed with the help of texts in the large library founded by Origen, as Bishop of Cesarea,  Eusebius, in 325, played a leading part in the Council of Nicea. “He signed its Credo and its statement on the full divinity of the Son of God– the Pope recalled -, defined by the Council ‘of the same being of the Father’ (homooúsios tõ Patrí). This is almost the same Creed which we recite every Sunday during Holy Mass. A sincere admirer of Constantine, who had granted peace to the Church, Eusebius was held in esteem and consideration by him”. 


A tireless scholar, Eusebius set out to reflect and assess three centuries of Christianity, lived under persecution, drawing from Christian and pagan fonts preserved mainly in the great library at Cesarea. “The imperishable fame of Eusebius is connected primarily with the ten books of his Ecclesiastical History– the Pope underlined -. He was the first to write a History of the Church, which remains fundamental thanks to the fonts placed by Eusebius at our disposal for ever. With his History of the Church he succeeded in saving from certain oblivion numerous events, personages and literary works of the early Church”. 


At the beginning of the first book Eusebius lists the subjects he intends to treat in the work: “the succession of the Apostles as the framework of the Church, the diffusion of the Message, the errors, then the persecutions by the pagans and the great witnesses who are the light of this History. In all this – said Benedict XVI - through him, we perceive the mercy and loving kindness of the Saviour. In this way Eusebius inaugurates ecclesiastical historiography…”. 


The Holy Father then illustrated the fundamental perspective of the historiography of Eusebius: “his was a 'Christ centred' history  which reveals gradually the mystery of God's love for mankind… Another characteristic, which will be a constant in early ecclesiastical historiography, is the "moral intent " which presides over the account. Historical analysis is never an end in itself; it is done not only to know about the past; instead it aims decisively for conversion, and authentic witness of Christian life on the part of the faithful. It is a guide for us”. 


Eusebius challenges believers of every epoch on the manner of approaching the vicissitudes of history, and of the Church in particular, and Pope Benedict XVI continued: “He challenges us too: what is our attitude with regard to the vicissitudes of the Church? Is it the attitude of one who is interested simply out of curiosity, perhaps in search of the sensational or the scandal at all costs? Or is it an attitude of love, open to the mystery, of one who knows – through faith – that he can find in the history of the Church the signs of God's love and His great works of the salvation has accomplished? If this is our attitude we cannot fail to be stirred to respond more consistently and generously, with a more Christian witness of life, so as to leave signs of God's love also for the future generations.”


The Holy Father concluded “Still today Eusebius of Cesarea calls believers, he calls us, to be speechless, to contemplate the great works of God in history for the salvation of mankind. And just as energetically he calls us to conversion of life. In fact, before a God who so loved us, we cannot remain inert. The instance proper to love is that the whole life is oriented to the imitation of the Beloved. Let us make every effort therefore to leave in our life a limpid trace of the love of God.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/6/2007 – righe 45, parole 657)

14 June 2007 – Audience with members of the administrative council of the Populorum Progressio Foundation for Latin America
VATICAN - “Faced with secularisation, the proliferation of sects and the poverty of so many brothers and sisters it is urgent to form communities united in faith, like the Holy Family of Nazareth”: Pope Benedict XVI  addresses  the Council of Administration of the Populorum Progressio Foundation

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Since my beloved  predecessor John Paul II created the Populorum Progressio Foundation, entrusting the responsibility to the Pontifical Council Cor Unum, the latter has devoted itself to promoting the mission of the Church supporting specific initiatives to help the indigenous peoples, peasants and Afro-Americans of the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean … The Foundation is the fruit of John Paul's great concern  for the men and women who suffer most in our society.. The work begun 15 years ago must continue, following the principles that have distinguished its commitment in support of the dignity of all human beings, and of the fight against poverty." Pope Benedict XVI  said this on Thursday June 14 when he  received members of the administrative council of the "Populorum Progressio" Foundation, for the occasion of their annual assembly.

Benedict XVI then went on to consider some of the characteristics of the foundation. "In the first place," he said, "the development of peoples must maintain, as a pastoral principle, a comprehensive anthropological view of human beings, something the second article of the foundation's Statues calls 'integral promotion'," which "takes the social and material aspect of lifeinto account, as well as the announcement of faith which gives full meaning to man's life, Often, man's real poverty is his lack of hope, the absence of a Father to give meaning to his existence”. The Church in Latin America faces enormous challenges the Pope said, recalling his recent visit to Brazil, “but at the same time it is the ‘Church of hope' , which realises the need to fight for the dignity of every person, and to promote authentic justice and eradicate suffering ."Latin America," he added, "is a part of the world rich in natural resources where differences in standards of living must give way to the spirit of sharing wealth, manifested in  the conversion and successive attitude of Zacheus, the publican in the Gospel”. The Holy Father concluded by highlighting how, "in the face of secularisation, the proliferation of sects and the extreme poverty of so many brothers and sisters, there is a pressing need to form communities united in faith, like the Holy Family of Nazareth, in which the joyful witness of those who have met the Lord may be a light to illuminate the way of people seeking a more dignified life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2007 - righe 29, parole 413)

17 June 2007 –Benedict XVI in Assisi - Homily at Mass in front of St Francis Lower Basilica

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Assisi– “Assisi tells us that loyalty to one's religious convictions, loyalty above all to Christ, crucified and risen, is expressed not with violence or intolerance, but rather with sincere respect for others, with dialogue, and with proclamation which appeals to freedom and reason, and with commitment for peace and reconciliation”

Assisi (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 17 June, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  paid a visit to Assisi on the occasion of the eighth centenary of the Conversion of Saint Francis of Assisi. The Pope travelled by helicopter and landed at Rivotorto sports field where he was welcomed by the local religious and civil authorities. The Pope stopped to pray for a while at the Shrine of Rivotorto, where St. Francis lived with the first friars for about two years, and then he went to the Shrine of Saint Damian, where St. Francis heard the voice from the Crucifix telling him to go and repair the House of God which was in ruins. Then the Pope went to the Basilica of Santa Claire where he met the community of the Poor Clare Sisters. The Holy Father reached Assisi at 10am where he presided Mass in front of the Basilica of St Francis.


“Today everything speaks to us of conversion” the Pope said in his homily, “to speak of conversion, means going to the heart of the Christian message and to the roots of human life”. The Sunday readings presented first of all the figure of King David, “at the climax of his political fortune, but at the lowest level of his moral life ”, blinded by passion for Bethsabea, he takes her from her husband ordering the latter to be killed. “Man is truly, greatness and wretchedness– the Holy Father commented -: greatness because he bears within himself the image of God and is the object of His love; wretchedness because he can make bad use of the freedom which is his great privilege, and end up acting against his Creator". Deeply shaken by God's verdict against him pronounced Natan, King David sincerely repents. He accepts the offer of mercy and starts a journey of conversion.


The same path was taken by Francis, who in his will speaks of the first 25 years of his life as the time in which he lived “in sin”. “Apart from certain manifestations, sin was the idea and organisation of a life centred on himself, pursuing vain dreams of earthly glory” the Pope said. “Conversion led him to exercise mercy and to obtain mercy… …To convert to love means to pass from bitterness to "sweetness", from sadness to true joy. Man is truly himself and is fully realised to the extent in which he lives with God and of God, recognising him and loving him in others.”


Another great convert, St Paul the Apostle, is the author of the Letter to the Galatians of which a passage was read at the Mass: “Paul understood that in Christ all the law is fulfilled and those who follow Christ, and are united with Christ fulfil the law– Pope Benedict XVI explained-. To carry Christ, and with Christ the one true God, to all peoples had become his mission… When he says he is crucified with Christ, Saint Paul refers not only to his own re-birth in baptism, but to his whole live at the service of Christ… the discussion on the right way to see and live the Gospel, in the end, is decided not by arguments of our thought; what decides it is the reality of life, communion lived and suffered with Jesus, not only with ideas and words, but to the deepest part of our life, involving even the body, the flesh. The bruises received in a long story of passion are the testimony of the presence of the cross of Jesus in the body of Saint Paul,  they are his stigmata”. 


The Sunday Gospel taken from the Gospel of St Luke “tells us about the dynamism of authentic conversion, offering as an example the sinful woman saved by love”. Jesus shows deep tenderness towards the woman, “abused by many and judged by all”, without however putting aside moral law. “For Jesus, good is good and evil is evil. Mercy does not change sin, it burns it away with a fire of love. This purifying and healing effect comes about if the person corresponds with love, which implicates recognition of God's law, sincere repentance, a since resolution to change one's life. Because the sinful woman in the Gospel loved much, she was forgiven much. In Jesus, God comes to give us love and to ask us for love”.


The life of the converted Francis was simply one great act of love. “It was this conversion to Christ, to the point of desiring to ‘become’ Him, becoming his perfect image, which explains the way in which he lived, and which makes him so relevant with regard to the principal issues of our times, such as the quest for peace, the protection of nature, the promotion of dialogue among all peoples. Francis was a maestro in these things. But he was so, because of Christ”.




Pope Benedict XVI concluded by recalling the first day of prayer for peace convoked at Assisi by John Paul II in 1986, which brought together representatives of the different Christian confessions and of the principal world religions. “The decision to hold the meeting in Assisi was prompted by the testimony of Francis, a man of peace – the Pope explained -. At the same time the light of the 'Poverello' on that initiative was a guarantee of Christian authenticity, since his life and his message clearly rested on his decision for Christ, to be rejected a priori any temptation of religious indifferentism, which would have nothing to do with interreligious dialogue. The "spirit of Assisi", which from that event continues to spread across the world, is contrary to the spirit of violence, to abuse of religion as a pretext for violence. Assisi tells us that loyalty to one's religious convictions, loyalty above all to Christ, crucified and risen, is expressed not with violence or intolerance, but rather with sincere respect for others, with dialogue, and with proclamation which appeals to freedom and reason, and with commitment for peace and reconciliation.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/6/2007; righe 63, parole 960)

17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi: Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI   in  Assisi - “I feel it is my duty to launch from here a pressing appeal for an end to all the armed conflicts which bloody the earth. May weapons be silent, and  everywhere may hatred give way to love, offence to forgiveness and discord to union!”

Assisi (Fides Service) - On Sunday 17 June at the end of Mass in front of the Basilica of St Francis in Assisi Pope Benedict XVI sent greeting to the members of other Christian confessions and other religions who accepted John Paul II's call in 1986 to come to the home town of St Francis of Assisi for World Day of Prayer for Peace. Pope Benedict XVI also launched a call for an end to conflicts everywhere in the world.

“I feel it is my duty to launch from here a pressing appeal for an end to all the armed conflicts with bloody the earth. May weapons be silent, and  everywhere may hatred give way to love, offence to forgiveness and discord to union! - the Pope said - We sense the spiritual presence of all who grieve, suffer and die anywhere in the world because of war and its tragic consequences. Our thoughts go especially to the Holy Land, a land so loved by St Francis, from Iraq to Lebanon, to the whole of the Middle East. For too long those peoples have experienced the horrors of combat, terrorism , blind violence, the illusion that force can solve conflicts, refusal to listen to the reasons of the other person and to give him justice. Only dialogue, responsible and sincere, with generous support from the international, community, can put an end to so much suffering and restore life and dignity to individuals, institutions and peoples”.

The Pontiff recalled the conversion of young Francis eight centuries ago, and explained the significance of the places he was visiting: “My pilgrimage to Assisi today is to call to mind that event and to relive its significance and importance”. Pope Benedict XVI said St Francis was a “great educator for our faith and our worship ”, because “he fell in love with Jesus Christ and in doing so encountered the face of God-Love, and became His passionate cantor”. The Pope concluded asking St Francis to intercede that “many may accept to become ‘channels of His peace’, with a thousand small actions in every day life” and that “those with positions of responsibility may be filled with passionate love for peace and an indomitable will to reach it, choosing the best means for achieving it.”

(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/6/2007; righe 26, parole 362)

17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi: Meeting with General Chapter of the Order of Friars Minor Con., and the community of the Sacred Convent 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Assisi – “Every Friar must be an authentic contemplative, with his eyes set on the eyes of Christ. Like Francis with the leper, he must see the face of Christ in our brothers and sisters who suffer, and offer to all the announcement of peace.”
Assisi (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Sunday June 17 during his day's visit to Assisi, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  paid a visit to the community of German Poor Clare Sisters at Holy Cross Convent in Assisi. Then inside the Upper Basilica of Saint Francis, the Pope met participants at the General Chapter of the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor Conventual and with the community of the Sacred Friary. The Pope handed the Friars a message, giving them the task to "bear witness with vigour and consistency” to the message of Saint Francis: “You are called to do this with that same ecclesial communion which marked Francis in his relationship with the Vicar of Christ and with all the bishops of the Church ”.


After recalling that the 199th General Chapter of the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor was being held in the context of the 8th centenary of the conversion of Francis, and event to which “we must return again and again in order to understand Francis and his message”, the Holy Father said: “I hope that while thanking God for the growth of the Order especially in mission territories, the Chapter members will take the opportunity to discern what the Spirit is asking of them, in order to continue to announce with passion, following in the footsteps of the seraphic Father, the Kingdom of God in these early years of the third Christian millennium”.


The Chapter's central theme for reflection was formation for mission and Pope said in his message: “This is a path with many dimensions, but which is centred on the ability to let oneself be shaped by the Spirit, in order to be ready to go wherever He calls. The basis can only be listening to the Word in a climate of intense and continual prayer. Only on this condition can we grasp the real needs of the men and women of our day and offer them answers drawn from the wisdom of God, announcing what we have experienced profoundly in our own lives”.


The message continues: “ Each Friar must be an authentic contemplative, with his eyes set on the eyes of Christ. Like Francis with the leper, he must see the face of Christ in our brothers and sisters who suffer and offer to all the announcement of peace… the Poverello understood himself entirely in the light of the Gospel: hence the unchanging value of his testimony. His "prophecy " teaches us to make the Gospel the criterion for facing the challenges of every epoch, including our own, for resisting the deceptive attraction of passing modes. We must root ourselves in the plan of God and discern in this way the real needs of man”. 


In the last part of his Message, the Holy Father recalled that "Conventual Friars Minor must be "announcers of Christ: they must approach people with meekness and confidence, in an attitude of dialogue, always bearing ardent witness to the one Saviour. They must be witnesses to the ‘beauty’ of God of which Francis sang as he contemplated the wonders of creation ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/6/2007; righe 34, parole 477)

17 June 2007 – Pope Benedict XVI in Assisi - Meeting with priests, men and women religious, and the superiors and students at the Pontifical Umbro Seminary 

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI in Assisi – “Francis is a man for others, because to the core he is a man of God. If we separate in his message, the ‘horizontal’ and the ‘vertical’ dimension we render Francis unrecognisable”

Assisi (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Sunday June 17 in the cathedral of Assisi, dedicated to Saint Rufino, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI had a meeting with the priests, men and women religious, and the superiors and students at the Pontifical Umbro Seminary. In his address the Pope mentioned the occasion which had brought him to Assisi, the 8th centenary of the Conversion of St Francis. He also recalled that in his youth he had studied Saint Bonaventura, and consequently also Saint Francis, and he added: “I made many spiritual pilgrimages to Assisi long before I actually came here physically”. 

The Pope reflected first of all on the conversion of Francis: “his first ‘conversion’ happened with the gift of Baptism. The total response he will give as an adult will be simply the maturation of the seed of holiness received then. It is important in our life and in our pastoral proposal to be more aware of the baptismal dimension of holiness”. The millions of men and women who pass through the streets of Assisi “must be helped to grasp the essential nucleus of Christian life and to strive for its ‘lofty measure’ which is precisely holiness. It is not enough to simply admire Francis: through him they must be led to encounter Christ, believe in him and love him … Francis suffers a sort of mutilation when he is held up as a witness to values, certainly important, appreciated by the culture of today, while overlooking the profound decision, we could say, the heart of his life, the decision for Christ.” 

Assisi draws people of all cultures and religions, in the name of dialogue. “For John Paul II– the Pope said – it was clear that the dialogic vocation of Assisi was linked with the message of Francis, and must remain firmly set on the founding pillars of his spirituality. In Francis everything starts from God and returns to God… Love of neighbour develops from the experience and love of God… His vision of nature is in reality contemplation of the Creator in the beauty of his creatures … Francis is a man for others, because to the core he is a man of God. If in his message we separate the ‘horizontal’ and the ‘vertical’ dimension we render Francis unrecognisable.”

The Pope entrusted the priests, religious and seminarians with the task of “developing an announcement of the Christian faith which meets the challenges of today”: “Your spiritual and pastoral tradition must remain firmly based on its unchanging values and at the same time it must be renewed in order to give authentic answers to the new questions”. Pope Benedict XVI then encouraged those present to follow the pastoral plan proposed by the Bishop, which indicates “the great and demanding perspectives of communion, charity, mission, underlining that all are rooted in authentic conversion to Christ”. In particular the Pope said “the name of Francis, accompanied by that of Clare, calls this city to distinguish itself for special mission impulse. To do so this Church must live an experience of intense communion”. In this regard to Pope cited the Motu Proprio “Totius Orbis” with which he established “the two great Papal Basilicas of San Francis and Santa Maria degli Angeli. Although they continue to enjoy special attention on the part of the Holy See through the Papal Legate, under the pastoral profile they are under the jurisdiction of the bishop of this local Church … the unitary arrangement guaranteed by the Motu Proprio was also advised by the need for more effective and coordinated pastoral activity”. 

The Pope concluded with a special word for each category, he told priests to be confident that “the Lord gives us the strength necessary to do what he asks of us”; consecrated persons to continue to explain the reason with their lives the hope they have placed in Christ; and last of all he urged members of enclosed orders to “hold high the flame of contemplation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2007; righe 44, parole 642)

17 June 2007 – Benedict XVI in Assisi - Meeting with young people  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in  Assisi:  “It is time for young people like Francis to take Jesus seriously and build a personal relationship with Him. It is time to look at the history of the third millennium which has just started as a history more than ever in need of the leaven of the Gospel”

Assisi (Agenzia Fides) – The Pope's last appointment in Assisi on Sunday 17 June was a meeting with young people in front of the basilica of Santa Maria degli Angeli. “This is a special moment of my pilgrimage– the Pope said -. San Francis speaks to everyone but I know you young people find him particularly fascinating”. Recalling that Francis underwent his conversion after the first 25 years of his life, a period which he himself said he was "living in sin", the Pope said: “Could this not be said of many young people of our day? Today young people can easily go further than their own town in search of amusement. Many young people are involved in week-end events. It is also possible to ‘wander virtually on the Internet, with all sorts of information and contact. Sad to say many, indeed too many young people seek mental landscapes so futile and destructive in the artificial paradise of drug abuse. How can we deny that many young people and not so young, are tempted to follow the example of young Francis, before his conversion ?... The truth is that finite things can give glimpses of joy but only the Infinite can satisfy the heart. This was said by another great convert, Saint Augustine”.


From his biographies we learn that Francis was rather vain. “Today we speak about "taking care of one's image", or "building an image" – said Pope Benedict XVI  -. To have a minimum of success, we need to accredit ourselves in the eyes of other with something new, original… often we are tempted by pride, an excessive desire for self assertion, egoism a desire to do better than others. When in reality to focus life on oneself is a mortal trap: we can only be ourselves if we open to love and love God and our brothers and sisters. Another aspect which impressed his contemporaries was Francis' ambition, his thirst for glory and adventure”. 


Reflecting on some of the difficulties encountered in youth the Holy Father told the young people present that the truth is “Jesus Christ, the true Life, the compass for our life… The truth of Christ has been verified in the lives of the saints down through the centuries. The saints are the great light which passes through history which confirms: this it life, this is the way, this is the truth. So we must have the courage to say yes to Jesus Christ”. Benedict XVI then recalled that he had stopped to pray in front of the Crucified Christ who spoke to Francis: “I gazed at Christ. It is the image of Christ Crucified and Risen, the life of the Church, who speaks in us if we are attentive, as he spoke two thousand years ago to his apostles and eight hundred years ago to Francis. The Church lives continually of this encounter. Yes dear young people: we must let Christ come to meet us! We must listen to his Word. In Him there is not only a fascinating human person…there is much more: God made man in Him and therefore the only Saviour… people come to Assisi to learn from Saint Francis the secret to recognise Jesus Christ and experience his presence ”. 


From the crucifix of St. Damian "he received the command to repair the house of Christ, in other words the Church. ... In the final analysis, that task was nothing other than the responsibility attributed by Christ to all the baptised. The Church grows and is repaired, above all, in the measure to which each of us converts and seeks sanctification. Like concentric circles, Francis' love for Jesus expands not only over the Church but over all things, seen in Christ and for Christ. Here are the origins of his 'Canticle of the Sun' in which his eye rests upon the splendour of the Creation" and which "even before being an exalted piece of poetry and an implicit invitation to respect creation, is a prayer. Francis' commitment to peace is also to be seen as a form of prayer. 

This aspect of his life is of great contemporary importance in a world which has so much need of peace yet does not manage to achieve it. Francis was a man of peace and an architect of peace. He showed as much in the mildness with his meeting with men of other faiths, while never remaining silent about his own faith, as it was seen in his meeting with the Sultan”. 


The Pope concluded: “Dear young people your numerous presence here shows how the figure of Francis speaks to your hearts. I willingly hand you his message, but above all I hand you his life and his witness. It is time for young people like Francis to take Jesus seriously and build a personal relationship with Him. It is time to look at the history of the third millennium which has just started as a history more than ever in need of the leaven of the Gospel”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2007; righe 58, parole 927)

20 June 2007 – General Audience
VATICAN - Benedict XVI dedicates general audience to Saint Athanasius, “one of the most important and venerated Fathers of the early Church, enthusiastic  theologian of the incarnation of the Logos” – appeal for World Refugee Day

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The general audience on Wednesday 20 June was held in two parts, first in St Peter's and then in the Paul VI Audience Hall. In his address to the visitors in St Peter's Pope Benedict XVI said: “may the visit to the tombs of the apostles Peter and Paul strengthen your faith in Christ and your unity with the Church, born of their witness of life and their martyrdom”. In his series of catechesis on the Apostolic Fathers, the Holy Father said Saint Athanasius of Alexandria “was a main character of Christian tradition… celebrated as the "pillar of the Church"… always considered an example of orthodoxy, in the East and in the West ”.


“Athanasius was without a doubt one of the most important and venerated Fathers of the early Church– the Pope continued -. But above all this great saint was an enthusiastic theologian of the incarnation of the Logos, the Word of God... For this reason Athanasius was also the most important and tenacious adversary of the Arian heresy, which at that time threatened the faith in Christ, reduced to a creature "media" between God and man, according to a recurrent tendency in history and which we see even today in various modes”. Athanasius was probably born in Alexandria of Egypt around the year 300, he was given a good education before becoming deacon and secretary to the Bishop of the Egyptian city of Alexandria. With the Bishop he attended the Council of Nicea, convoked by Emperor Constantine in May 325, which treated various questions and mainly the grave problem of the Arian heresy. The Bishops replied by setting into writing the "Symbol of the faith" which, completed later by the 1st Council of Constantinople, remains in the tradition of the different Christian confessions and in the liturgy as the “Creed of Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed”. In this fundamental text, expression of the faith of the undivided Church which we still recite today every Sunday in the Celebration of the Eucharist, it is stated that “the Son the logos, is ‘of one being with the Father, God from God, and this highlights the full divinity of the Son which was denied by the Arian heresy”.


In 328 Athanasius became Bishop Alexandria, and immediately set himself to reject  any compromise with the Arian theories condemned by the Council of Nicea. “His intransigence – the Pope recalled -, tenacious and sometimes very hard, although necessary, against those who had opposed is election as bishop and above all against the adversaries of the Nicene Symbol, drew implacable hostility of the Arians and pro-Arians. Despite the unequivocal outcome of the Council, which had clearly affirmed that the Son is of the same being of the Father, gradually these mistaken ideas began again to prevail… and were supported for political reasons by the emperor Constantine and later by his son Constanzo II”. The Arian crisis continued for decades with difficult episodes and painful divisions in the Church. No less than five times Athanasius was forced to leave his city and he spent seventeen years in exile and suffering for the faith. When he finally returned to his See, the Bishop of Alexandria was able to devote himself to religious peace-making and reorganisation of the Christian communities. He died on 2 May 373.


The most famous doctrinal work by Saint Athanasius is his treaty “On the Incarnation of the Word”: “The fundamental idea of the theological logic of Saint Athanasius – the Pope explained - was that God is accessible. He is no secondary God, he is a true God, and through our communion with Christ we can truly unite ourselves with God. He became truly "God with us".” Other extant works include a series of letters, some meditative texts on the Psalms and above all the “Life of Anthony”, the biography of Saint Anthony Abbot, written shortly after the death of saint Anthony “who greatly contributed to the diffusion of monasticism in the East and in the West”. 


After greeting people in different languages the Pope made an appeal: “Today is World Refugee Day, promoted by the United Nations to keep public attention on all those people who are forced to flee from their countries because their lives are in real danger. For everyone it is a dutiful act of human solidarity to accept refugees and offer them hospitality so they will not feel isolated because of intolerance and disinterest. For Christians it is also a concrete way of demonstrating the love taught by the Gospel. I sincerely hope these sorely tried brothers and sisters will be guaranteed asylum and recognition of their rights and I call on the leaders of the nations to offer protection to those in such delicate situations of need ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/6/2007 – righe 52, parole 755)

20 June 2007 - Message to Cardinal Ivan Dias for Silver Jubilee of his ordination as a Bishop 

VATICAN - Message from the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI to Cardinal Ivan Dias for Silver Jubilee of his ordination as a Bishop 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI   sent a personal message to His Eminence Cardinal Ivan Dias prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of his ordination as a Bishop. Here is the message:

To our Venerable Brother

IVAN Cardinal  DIAS

Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 

 It is truly honourable and right Venerable Brother to address to you our thoughts and honour you with our praise on the most happy occasion of the silver jubilee of your Episcopate.

The Lord has filled you with abundant and varied gifts that you with grateful heart and awareness have assiduously developed and willingly spent at the service of the Kingdom of God. And you became a priest in your native archdiocese of Bombay where you immediately began to carry out your priestly ministry. Only a short time later you went to Rome for more demanding studies.

Having completed them in the year 1964 you were called to the diplomatic service of the Apostolic See. Your first task was to prepare the visit to Bombay which Pope Paul VI made on the occasion of an International Eucharistic Congress. Later you diligently served as secretary at Apostolic Nunciature in various different countries.

Recalled to Rome in 1973, for about ten years you served with zeal in the Secretariat of State. After carefully considering your gifts, your love and your faithful service to the Church, my Predecessor of venerable memory John Paul II, in 1982 thought it opportune to promote you to more important duties appointing you Pro-Nuncio Apostolic in Ghana, Togo and Benin, with the dignity of titular Archbishop of Rusubisir.

Lastly you were in charge of the Apostolic Nunciature in South Korea and later in Albania, where you helped actively to restore the Catholic faith and there in 1993 you welcomed the Supreme Pontiff with great joy and emotion.

After diligently fulfilling the tasks entrusted to you, you were appointed Archbishop of Bombay and in the year 2001, to the great joy of your people, you were included among the Cardinals of the Catholic Church. An attentive and faithful Shepherd you nourished your flock with sound doctrine while promoting New Evangelisation.

Therefore, confirming the trust placed in you and never disappointed, having been by divine will raised to the duties of the Petrine ministry, last year I called you back to Rome and made you Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  .

Who could recall all the tasks you have undertaken for the good of the universal Church and the progress of your own homeland?

Recognising in all this not so much your own merits but rather the grace of Christ and with heartfelt gratitude to Him for these twenty five years of your ministry as a Bishop, with all your heart you may say with the Psalmist: "This is the day made by the Lord; let us exult and rejoice” (Ps 118,24).

Rest assured that on 19 June I will remember you in my prayers and through the intercession of the Holy Mother of God and Blessed Teresa of Calcutta I will invoke upon you many gifts and the sweet consolation of the Holy Spirit.

Venerable Brother, receive this testimony of fraternal charity and esteem and my Apostolic Blessing, as a pledge of abundant heavenly favours, which I impart most affectionately upon you and all those who are united with you in love.

From the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican, 19 May 2007, the third year of my Pontificate.








Benedict PP. XVI

(Agenzia Fides 20/6/2007; righe 46, parole 589)

21 June 2007 – Address to participants at Meeting of Aid Agencies for the Eastern Catholic Churches R.O.A.C.O.

VATICAN - The Pope addresses Meeting of Aid Agencies for the Eastern Catholic Churches (ROACO): “The Holy Land, Iraq and Lebanon are present, with urgency and constancy they deserve in the prayer and activity of the Apostolic See and the whole Church ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The presence of the venerable Eastern Bishops allows me to share the pain and concern for the delicate situation in vast areas of the Middle East. Peace, so implored and longed for, is still widely outraged. It is outraged in individual hearts and this jeopardises interpersonal and community relations. The frailty of peace is aggravated further by old and new injustices. So it is quenched leaving space for violence which often degenerates into wars more or less declared and becomes in our day a besetting international problem.” Pope Benedict XVI  said this when he received in audience on 21 June the participants at a Meeting of Aid Agencies for the Eastern Catholic Churches (ROACO) in the Vatican. Faced with the grave situation the Pope said: “I wish to knock again at the heart of God, our Creator and Father, to request with immense confidence the gift of peace. I knock at the heart of those with specific responsibilities that they may fulfil the grave duty to guarantee peace to all, indistinctly, freeing peace from the mortal malady of religious, cultural, historical or geographical discrimination.”


The Holy Father then said “ the Holy Land, Iraq and Lebanon are present, with urgency and constancy they deserve in the prayer and activity of the Apostolic See and the whole Church” and he renewed his condolences to the Chaldean Patriarch for the barbaric killing of a priest and three sub-deacons on 3 June in Iraq. “The whole Church accompanies with affection and admiration all her sons and daughters and sustains them in the hour of martyrdom for the sake of Christ's name” the Pope said. He concluded by encouraging the members of ROACO to continue their work, “so that your indispensable contribution of ecclesial charity may find full development in the community form of its exercise”, and he stressed that the urgency of the ecumenical choice and the inescapable nature of interreligious one draw nourishment from the movement of ecclesial charity: “These choices are none other than expressions of the same charity, which alone can lead to steps of dialogue and open unexpected for horizons”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/6/2007 – righe 25, parole 372)

22 June 2007 – Audience with Bishops of Togo on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Bishops of Togo: “Formation offered to Christians must equip them with the means to deepen their faith, so that they are in a condition to deal with the difficult situations which arise and transmit the contents of the faith through the witness of the life”. 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Friday June 22 Pope Benedict XVI  received in audience the Bishops of Togo on their ad limina visit. In his address the Holy Father expressed his gratitude “for your perseverance and courage in the numerous difficulties which your country has experienced in recent years. On many occasions you have contributed to dialogue for national reconciliation, reminding everyone of the demands of the common good, in fidelity to the truth of God and man. I pray the Lord will bring you efforts to bear fruit so that your country may prosper in harmony and fraternity". 


The Pope praised the Bishops of Togo for their continual efforts to promote “respect for life”, manifested with clear opposition to abortion. "The promotion of the truth and the dignity of marriage and safeguarding the values of the family must be among your principal priorities – the Pope recommended -. Family pastoral is an essential element for evangelisation. It helps young people understand the meaning of a unique and faithful commitment. I urge you therefore to give special care to the Christian formation of married couples and families ”.


Pope Benedict XVI  then spoke about efforts on the part of the Catholic community in Togo in the fields of social work and healthcare where “the Church reveals God's loving presence among those who suffer and are in difficulty”. He also urged the Bishops to "support Catholic schools, places of integral education at the service of families and the handing on of the faith. Despite the great difficulties which can arise, their role in essential to enable young people to acquire a sound human, cultural and religious formation. Teachers and educators themselves must be models of Christian life for their pupils!".

“The work of evangelisation is an urgent necessity ” the Pope said as he sent affectionate greetings to catechists and other pastoral workers involved in this important sector. "The inculturation of the message of the Gospel carried out in fidelity to the teaching of the Church, helps the faith to take root in your people and enables them to welcome the person of Jesus Christ in every dimension of his existence. (...) While respecting the rich traditions which are a living expression of the soul of their people, Christians must resolutely refuse anything contrary to the liberating message of Christ or which alienates and imprisons the individual and society ".


In the conclusive part of his address the Pope said formation for priests, consecrated persons and lay men and women "must be given a central place" in pastoral work in every diocese. “Formation offered to Christians must equip them with the means to deepen their faith, so that they are in a condition to deal with the difficult situations which arise and transmit the contents of the faith through the witness of the life ”. 


The Pope concluded encouraging the Bishops of Togo to continue to promote "ever deeper relations with the Muslim community” since this is “indispensable for agreement and harmony among all citizens and to promote values common to humanity".(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2007; righe 42, parole 564)

23 June 2007 – Audience participants at the first European Meeting of University Lecturers on the theme A New Humanism for Europe"
VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses European University Lecturers: “may universities increasingly become communities committed to the tireless pursuit of truth, "laboratories of culture" where teachers and students join in exploring issues of particular importance for society”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the morning of Saturday June 23 Pope Benedict XVI received in audience participants at the first European Meeting of University Lecturers on the theme "A New Humanism for Europe. The Role of the Universities" sponsored by the Council of European Bishops' Conferences and organised by teachers from the Roman universities, co-ordinated by the Vicariate of Rome’s Office for the Pastoral Care of Universities. The Meeting was to mark the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome which led to the present European Union (see Fides 19/6/2007). “Europe is presently experiencing a certain social instability and diffidence in the face of traditional values,– the Pope said in his address -, yet her distinguished history and her established academic institutions have much to contribute to shaping a future of hope. The "question of man", which is central to your discussions, is essential for a correct understanding of current cultural processes. It also provides a solid point of departure for the effort of universities to create a new cultural presence and activity in the service of a more united Europe”. 


Referring to the present quest for a new humanism, the Pope recalled that “Historically, it was in Europe that humanism developed, thanks to the fruitful interplay between the various cultures of her peoples and the Christian faith. Europe today needs to preserve and remain faithful to her vocation as the cradle of humanism.

The present cultural shift is often seen as a "challenge" to the culture of the university and Christianity itself, rather than as a "horizon" against which creative solutions can and must be found. ”. The Holy Father then underlined the need for “ sustained reflection on a number of foundational issues”.


Pope Benedict XVI  began by stressing the need for a comprehensive study of the crisis of modernity: “The anthropocentrism which characterises modernity can never be detached from an acknowledgement of the full truth about man, which includes his transcendent vocation”. A second issue involves the broadening of our understanding of rationality: “The concept of reason needs instead to be "broadened" in order to be able to explore and embrace those aspects of reality which go beyond the purely empirical. This will allow for a more fruitful, complementary approach to the relationship between faith and reason.”. A third issue concerns the nature of the contribution which Christianity can make to the humanism of the future: “The question of man, and thus of modernity, challenges the Church to devise effective ways of proclaiming to contemporary culture the "realism" of her faith in the saving work of Christ. Christianity must not be relegated to the world of myth and emotion, but respected for its claim to shed light on the truth about man, to be able to transform men and women spiritually, and thus to enable them to carry out their vocation in history”. 


The Pope said “society has urgent need of the service to wisdom which the university community provides” and  “University professors, in particular, are called to embody the virtue of intellectual charity, recovering their primordial vocation to train future generations not only by imparting knowledge but by the prophetic witness of their own lives. The university, for its part, must never lose sight of its particular calling to be an "universitas" in which the various disciplines, each in its own way, are seen as part of a greater unum.

… The effort to reconcile the drive to specialisation with the need to preserve the unity of knowledge can encourage the growth of European unity and help the continent to rediscover its specific cultural "vocation" in today’s world. Only a Europe conscious of its own cultural identity can make a specific contribution to other cultures, while remaining open to the contribution of other peoples.”


The Pope said he hoped “universities will increasingly become communities committed to the tireless pursuit of truth, "laboratories of culture" where teachers and students join in exploring issues of particular importance for society, employing interdisciplinary methods and counting on the collaboration of theologians. This can easily be done in Europe, given the presence of so many prestigious Catholic institutions and faculties of theology. I am convinced that greater cooperation and new forms of fellowship between the various academic communities will enable Catholic universities to bear witness to the historical fruitfulness of the encounter between faith and reason. “Dear friends, - the Pope concluded - may your deliberations during these days prove fruitful and help to build an active network of university instructors committed to bringing the light of the Gospel to contemporary culture.

”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2007 – righe 56, parole 760)
24 June 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI invokes the intercession of St John the Baptist “that also in our day the Church may remain faithful to Christ and bear witness with courage to His truth and His love for all ”

Vatican City – To commemorate the birth of John the Baptist “means in actual fact, to celebrate Christ, the fulfilment of the promises of all the prophets of whom the greatest was the Baptist called to "prepare the way" for the Messiah”. With these words before the Angelus prayer on Sunday 24 June the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI recalled the feast day of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist.


The Pontiff underlined that “all four Gospels begin the narration of Jesus' public life with the event of his baptism by John in the River Jordan”. People flocked to listen to John the Baptist and to receive his baptism. His fame was so great that some wondered if he was perhaps the Messiah. As St John the evangelist underlines, the Baptist denied this firmly: "I am not the Christ" (Jn 1,20). “However – the Holy Father said - John was the first to bear ‘witness’ to Jesus, who had been indicated to him from Heaven… This happened when Jesus had received his baptism and was coming up from the water: John saw the Spirit descend upon him in the form of a dove. It was then that he ‘knew’ the full reality of Jesus of Nazareth, and he began to make him ‘known to Israel’ (Jn 1,31), presenting him as the Son of God and the Redeemer of mankind”.


“An authentic prophet, John bore witness to the truth without compromise,– the Pope continued -. He denounced transgressions of God's commandments, even when the transgressors were powerful. Thus when he accused Herod and Herodiade of adultery, he paid with his life, sealing with his blood his service to Christ, who is the Truth in person. We invoke his intercession, together with that of Mary Most Holy, that in our own time the Church may know how to remain faithful to Christ and to bear courageous witness to His truth and His love for everyone”.

After the Angelus, the Pope greeted various groups in different languages and then mentioned the Feast Day of Peter and Paul on 29 June expressing his gratitude for the universal collection of Peter's Pence taken on that day to support the Pope's charitable work. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2007; righe 25, parole 372)

25 June 2007 – Visit to Vatican Apostolic Library and the Vatican's Secret Archives
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI visits Vatican Apostolic Library: “Your task is to safeguard the harmony between culture and faith revealed by the precious documents and treasures in your care”

Vatican City – The Vatican Library, which is to undergo a few years of major renovation, “not by chance is called ‘Apostolic’ because as an Institution it has been considered since its foundation, ‘the Library of the Pope', his own library” Pope Benedict XVI said in his address on 25 June when he visited  the Vatican Apostolic Library and the Vatican's Secret Archives. The Pope recalled the bond which links the Apostolic Library to the Successor of Peter, reaffirmed by his Predecessors: Pope Sixtus IV spoke of its mission:  "Ad decorem militantis Ecclesiae et fidei augmentum - For the credit of the Church militant and for the diffusion of the faith". Pope Nicholas V indicated its finalities: "Pro communi doctorum virorum commodo - For the utility and common interest of men of science". John Paul II also referred to this special bond. “During the centuries – the Pope said - the Vatican Library assimilated and perfected his mission with an unmistakable characterisation, until becoming today a hospitable house of science, culture, open to scholars from all over the world of any origin, religion or culture. Your task dear friends who work here every day is to safeguard the harmony between culture and faith revealed by the precious documents and treasures in your care, by the walls around you, by the Museums which are close by and by the splendid Basilica which can be seen from your windows.”


In his address the Pope said he was familiar with the work in the Secret Archives and in the Apostolic Library which draw scholars and researchers from all over the world. “The Secret Archives and the Apostolic Library receive messages of appreciation and esteem from cultural Institutes and individual scholars from many different countries” The Pope said expressing his gratitude and his closeness. Benedict XVI told the Library staff that on his own 70th birthday he "would have liked the beloved John Paul II to have granted me the chance of dedicating myself to study and research on the interesting documents you safeguard so carefully, real masterworks that help us to follow the story of humanity and of Christianity. However in his divine providence the Lord had other plans for my person and today I come here not as an enthusiastic scholar of ancient texts but as a Shepherd called to encourage all the faithful to cooperate in the salvation of the world, each doing the will of God wherever He wishes us to work”.


Pope Benedict XVI concluded by urging those present to “consider this work as a mission to be undertaken with passion, patience, gentleness and a spirit of faith. Strive to offer the image of a welcoming Apostolic See, aware that the Gospel message is carried along by your own consistent witness”. After his address the Pope announced that he has appointed Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran president of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue. In his place as Archivist Librarian of Holy Roman Church, the Pope appointed Mgr. Raffaele Farina and that he has called Mgr Cesare Pasini to be Prefect of the Vatican Apostolic Library. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2007, righe 37, parole 542)

27 June 2007 – General Audience

VATICAN - The integral catechesis of Saint Cyril “involving body, soul and spirit, is still today emblematic for the catechetical formation of Christians ”: Pope Benedict XVI's address at the general audience 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Yesterday 27 June once again Pope Benedict XVI divided his Wednesday audience (his 100th audience) in two parts. In St Peter's Basilica, addressing visitors from various parts of the world the Pope spoke about Saints Peter and Paul whose feast day is June 29: “May their example and their continual protection– the Pope said in Italian - sustain you in your efforts to follow Christ and bear witness in your life to faithful and courageous fidelity to his teaching". 

In the Paul VI Audience Hall the Pope addressed another six thousand visitors and he spoke about the figure of Saint Cyril of Jerusalem  born around the year 315.


“His life – the Pope said - represents an interweaving of two dimensions: on the one hand pastoral care and on the other, involvement– unwillingly – in heated arguments which travailed the Church of the East at that time… Cyril was given an excellent literary education; this was the basis of his ecclesiastical culture, centred on the study of the Bible. Ordained a priest by Bishop Maximus, when the latter died or was deposed in 348, he was ordained a bishop by Acacio, influential metropolitan of Cesarea of Palestine, pro-Arian, convinced to have in him an ally”. Cyril soon clashed with Acacio on doctrinal and jurisdictional grounds and so experienced exile three times over a period of 20 years. Only in 378 he regained possession of his see restoring unity and peace among the faithful. He died in 387. His orthodoxy was questioned but in a letter to the Roman Pontiff the Eastern Bishops officially recognised Cyril's absolute orthodoxy, the legitimacy of his ordination as a bishop and the merits of his pastoral service.


“Of Cyril we have twenty four famous catechesis which he exposed as a Bishop about the year 350” the Holy Father said. Addressed to catechumens, they treat of the Sacrament of Baptism, the dogmatic truths contained in the Creed, the Symbol of the Faith, the Symbol of Jerusalem, while the last five, referred to as "mystagogic", comment the rites of Baptism, they concern the oil of chrism, the Body and Blood of Christ and the eucharistic liturgy. “Included is the explanation of the Our Father (Oratio Dominica): it is the foundation of a path of initiation to prayer which develops parallel to initiation to the three sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.”


“Catechesis was an important moment– the Holy Father recalled -, inserted in the context of the life, especially liturgical, of the Christian community, in whose maternal womb accompanied by the prayer and witness of the brothers and sisters the future Christian developed. As a whole Cyril's homilies constitute a systematic catechesis on the Christian's re-birth through Baptism”. 


The Pope dwelt on the characteristics of the catechesis and continued: “From the doctrinal point of view, Cyril comments the Symbol of Jerusalem with recourse to the typology of the Scriptures, in a 'symphonic' relationship between the Old and New Testaments, down to Christ, centre of the universe… with regard to moral catechesis, this is anchored in profound unity with doctrinal catechesis: dogma is gradually instilled into the souls who are thus prompted to transform their pagan behaviour on the basis of new life in Christ, gift of Baptism. Lastly mystagogic catechesis, marked the apex of the instruction which Cyril gave not to catechumens but to the newly baptised or 'neophytes' during Easter week, leading them to discover, in baptismal rites of the Easter Vigil, the mysteries contained therein and not yet revealed. Illuminated by the light of a faith deepened by Baptism, the neophytes were at last able to understand these mysteries.”


At the end of his discourse the Holy Father underlined that “the catechesis of Cyril, on the basis of the three mentioned components– doctrinal, moral and then mystagogic –, is a global catechesis in the Spirit. The mystagogic dimension actuates the synthesis of the first two orienting them towards the sacramental celebration in which the salvation of the whole person is accomplished. It is an integral catechesis which, involving body, soul and spirit, still today is emblematic for the catechetical formation of Christians.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/6/2007 – righe 51, parole 701)

See the Pope's address in different languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=828
28 June 2007 - Homily during Vespers at  St Paul's Basilica 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  at St Paul's Basilica: “Still today Christ needs apostles ready to sacrifice themselves. He needs witnesses and martyrs like Saint Paul … We will dedicate a special Year to Saint Paul from 28 June  2008 to 29June  2009 to mark two thousand years since his birth

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “At these first Vespers of the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul with gratitude we commemorate these Apostles whose blood together wit that of many other witnesses to the Gospel, rendered the Church of Rome fecund”. With these words the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  began his homily as he presided Vespers in the Basilica of St Paul in Rome on 28 June in the presence of a Delegation sent by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and representatives of Bartholomew I whom the Pope greeted warmly.
“Christian tradition - the Pope said - has always considered Peter and Paul inseparable from one another although they had different missions … in Rome the bond between Peter and Paul in mission assumed a special significance from the early times. Like the mythical twin brothers Romulus and Remus, to whom the birth of Rome was traced, so too Peter and Paul were considered the founders of the Church of Rome … although humanly diverse and even if their relations were not free of tension, Peter and Paul appear therefore as the initiators of a new city, a concretisation of a new and more authentic manner of being brothers, made possible by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Dwelling on the figure of St Paul, the Pope recalled that the Apostle presented himself as the “a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle” (Rom 1,1). Servant indicates a relationship of total and unconditioned of belonging to Jesus, the Lord, chosen and called for an important specific mission. Not apostle by self candidacy or human assignment, but solely called by divine election. From his Letters we learn that he was not a gifted speaker, “the success of his apostolate - said Benedict XVI - depends principally on person involvement in the announcement of the Gospel with total dedication to Christ; dedication which feared neither risks, difficulties or persecution … From this we can learn a most important lesson for every Christian. The activity of the Church is credible and effective only if the members of the Church are ready to pay personally for their fidelity to Christ in any situation … As in the beginning, still today Christ needs apostles ready to sacrifice themselves. He needs witnesses and martyrs like St Paul: once a violent persecutor of Christians, when on the road to Damascus he fell to the ground dazzled by the light of God, he did not hesitate to side with the Crucified Lord and follow him without second thoughts. He lived and worked for Christ; for Him he suffered and died. How relevant is his example today!”
At the end of the homily the Pope announced the Year of St Paul as follows: “I am happy to official announce that we will dedicate a special Jubilee Year to St Paul the Apostle from 28 June 2008 to 29 June 2009 on the occasion of the two thousandth anniversary of his death, set by historians between the year 7 and 10 AD. This "Pauline Year" will be celebrated especially in Rome where for twenty centuries under the papal altar of this Basilica in a sarcophagus the earthly remains of St Paul the Apostle have been preserved. The Papal Basilica and the annexed Benedictine Abbey will host liturgical, cultural and ecumenical events as well as various pastoral and social initiatives inspired by St Paul's spirituality. Special attention will be given to penitential pilgrimages from various parts to the tomb of the Apostle for spiritual benefit. There will also be Study Meetings and special publications of Pauline texts to make better known the immense riches of the teaching contained therein, authentic patrimony of humanity redeemed by Christ. Also all over the world similar initiatives may be organised in dioceses, shrines and places of worship by Religious Institutes or institutes of study or assistance which bear the name of St Paul or draw inspiration from his figure and teaching. Lastly there is one particular aspect to which special attention is to be given in the celebration of various events for the bi-millennial  of St Paul: I refer to the ecumenical dimension. The Apostle of the nations, particularly committed to carrying the Good News to all peoples, was totally dedicated to promoting unity and harmony among all Christians. May he guide us and protect us in this bi-millennial celebration, and help us to advance in our humble and sincere quest for the full unity of all the members of the mystical Body of Christ. Amen!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2007, righe 53, parole 766)

VATICAN - “In Peter's profession of faith we can feel we are one, despite the divisions which down through the centuries have lacerated the unity of the Church with consequences which still persist ”: the Pope on the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today's feast day offers me an opportunity to return once again to meditate on the confession of Peter, a decisive moment as the disciples walked with Jesus… inseparable from the pastoral charge entrusted to him with regard to Christ's flock ” Pope Benedict XVI    said in his homily during Mass in St Peter's on 29 June the feast day of Saints Peter in Paul. During the mass the Pope imposed the Pallium on 46 new archbishops who concelebrated with him. The Pallium will be given by Papal Nuncios to another five archbishop unable to travel to Rome. As customary present for the Mass was a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
“All four Evangelists record - the Holy Father said -, that Simon's confession happens at a decisive moment in the life of Jesus, when, having preached in Galilee, He turns resolutely towards Jerusalem in order to bring to completion with his death on the cross and his resurrection, his mission of redemption. The disciples are involved in this decision: Jesus asks them to make a choice  which leads them to distinguish themselves from the crowd to become the community of those who believe in Him, his "family", the beginning of the Church”. Then the Pope said that in our day many approach the person of Jesus “in an external way so to say”: great scholars recognise his spiritual and moral stature, his influence on the history of humanity, they liken him to the great personages of history or religions… “But they fail to recognise him in his uniqueness… Often Jesus is considered one of the great founders of religions, from whom one can take something to form one's own opinion. As in those times today also "people" have different opinions of Jesus. And as in those days, to us disciples of today, Jesus repeats his question: ‘and you, who do you say that I am?’.”
Dwelling on the Gospel of Mathew, read during the Mass the Pope said “the responsibility which the Lord gave to Peter is rooted in a personal relationship which the historic Jesus had with Simon the fisherman, since his very first meeting with him … to Peter he entrusted a special task, recognising in him a special gift of faith on the part of the heavenly Father … parallelism between Peter and Paul is evocative, but it cannot diminish the importance of Simon's historical walking with the Master and Lord, who from the beginning attributed to him the characteristic of 'rock' upon which he would build his new community, the Church. In the synoptic Gospels the confession of Peter is followed by Jesus' announcement  of his imminent passion. An announcement to which Peter reacts, because he still fails to understand. Yet this element is fundamental and therefore it is stressed by Jesus... Here the text state clearly that the integrity of the Christian faith is given by the confession of Peter illuminated by the teaching of Jesus with regard to the 'way' to his glory, that is his absolutely singular way of being the Messiah and the Son of God... Also today, as in the time of Jesus, it is not enough to possess the right confession of faith: it is necessary to learn again and again from the Lord his own way of being the Saviour and the path along which we must follow Him. We must in fact recognise that, also for the believer, the Cross is always hard to accept. Instinct pushes us to reject it and the tempter leads us to think that it is wiser to try to ace ourselves instead of losing our life to be faithful to love.”
But what was so difficult to accept for the people to whom Jesus spoke and still is today ? The Holy Father replied: “It is difficult to accept the fact that He claims to be not only one of the prophets, but the Son of God, and he claims for himself the same authority as God”. This was difficult even for the disciples who followed him to understand: “the faith of the disciples had to gradually adapt. It presents itself as a pilgrimage which springs from the experience of the historic Jesus,  finds its foundation in the paschal mystery but must then advance still further through the working of the Holy Spirit. This was also true of the faith of the Church down through history and it is the same for our faith, the faith of Christians today”. The Pope concluded: ““In Peter's profession of faith we can feel we are one, despite the divisions which down through the centuries have lacerated the unity of the Church with consequences which still persist. In the name of Saints Peter and Paul let us renew today with our Brothers who have come from Constantinople - whom I once again thank for their presence here at our Celebration - our commitment to totally accept  Christ's desire that we may be fully one”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2007 - righe 54, parole 819)

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: “The feast day of the Apostles Peter and Paul is a special call to pray intensely and act with conviction to promote the cause of the unity of all Christ's disciples”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The feast day of the Apostles Peter and Paul is a special call to pray intensely and act with conviction to promote the cause of the unity of all Christ's disciples” said Pope Benedict XVI during his reflections before leading the midday Angelus prayer on Friday 29 June a bank holiday in Rome for the feast day of the city's patrons Saints Peter and Paul. From his study window overlooking St Peter's Square the Pope addressed thousands gathered in the Square for his blessing. “The Christian West and East are already very close to one another - the Pope said -, almost in full communion, as it was said by the Second Vatican Council, the guiding beacon for our ecumenical journey. Our meetings, reciprocal visits, dialogues taking place are not simply acts of courtesy or attempts to reach a compromise, they are a sign of a shared desire to do everything possible to reach soon that full communion for which Christ prayed to the Father at the end of the Last Supper: "ut unum sint".” 
Among these initiatives the Holy Father mentioned a special Year of Saint Paul from 28 June 2009 to 29 June 2009 to mark the two thousandth anniversary of the birth the saint's birth. “I hope that the various events organised will help to renew our missionary enthusiasm - the Pope said - and render more intense relations with our brother and sister Christians of the East and with other Christian who like us venerate the Apostle of the nations”.
After the Martian prayer the Pope announced that he will make a pastoral visit to Naples in the Autumn: “I am happy to announce that I have accepted an invitation from Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Archbishop of Naples to make a pastoral visit to Naples on Sunday 21 October. I greet the people of Naples with affection and ask them to prepare for our meeting with prayer and works of charity.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2007; righe 22, parole 310)

30 June 2007 – Letter to Bishops, Priests, consecrated person and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI  addresses Papal Letter to Bishops, Priests, consecrated person and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - A Papal Letter addressed by Pope Benedict XVI  to Bishops, Priests, consecrated person and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China was made public today 30 June. The Letter is accompanied by an Explanatory Note and a Declaration. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2007; righe 4, parole 58)

See Papal Letter in English, Explantory Note
http://www.fides.org/ita/approfondire/2007/china_nota2_300607.html

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Eastern Catholic Churches

“Today, the Pope once again thanks the Eastern-rite Catholics for their fidelity paid with blood, concerning which wonderful pages have remained down the centuries until the contemporary martyrology! He assures them in turn that he wishes to stay at their side. And he reaffirms his profound esteem for the Eastern Catholic Churches, for their special role as "living witnesses to this tradition", (cf. Orientalium Ecclesiarum, n. 1). Without a constant relationship with the tradition of her origins, in fact, there is no future for Christ's Church. It is the Eastern Churches in particular which preserve the echo of the first Gospel proclamation; the most ancient memories of the signs worked by the Lord; the first reflections of the Easter light and the flickering flame of Pentecost that was never extinguished. 

Their spiritual patrimony, rooted in the teaching of the Apostles and Fathers, has given rise to venerable liturgical, theological and disciplinary traditions, demonstrating the capacity of the "thought of Christ" for making cultures and history fruitful. For this very reason, like my Predecessors, I regard the Churches of Orthodoxy with esteem and affection: "A particularly close link already binds us. We have almost everything in common; and above all, we have in common the true longing for unity" (Orientale Lumen, n. 3). The hope that wells up from the depths of the heart is that this yearning may soon find its complete fulfilment”. (9 June 2007 – Discours on the occasion of his visit to the Congregation for Eastern Catholic Churches) 

China

“Greeting

Dear Brother Bishops, dear priests, consecrated persons and all the faithful of the Catholic Church in China: "We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love which you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven ... We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy" (Col 1:3-5, 9-11).These words of the Apostle Paul are highly appropriate for expressing the sentiments that I, as the Successor of Peter and universal Pastor of the Church, feel towards you. You know well how much you are present in my heart and in my daily prayer and how deep is the relationship of communion that unites us spiritually. I wish, therefore, to convey to all of you the expression of my fraternal closeness. With intense joy I acknowledge your faithfulness to Christ the Lord and to the Church, a faithfulness that you have manifested "sometimes at the price of grave sufferings", since "it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake" (Phil 1:29). Nevertheless, some important aspects of the ecclesial life of your country give cause for concern. Without claiming to deal with every detail of the complex matters well known to you, I wish through this letter to offer some guidelines concerning the life of the Church and the task of evangelisation in China, in order to help you discover what the Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, "the key, the centre and the purpose of the whole of human history" wants from you.». (30 June 2007 – Letter to Bishops, Priests, consecrated person and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in the Peoples Republic of China) 

Ecumenism

“ As regards the irreversible ecumenical decision and the unavoidable interreligious decision, which I have often repeated, I wish to emphasise on this occasion how they draw nourishment from the movement of ecclesial charity. Such choices are none other than expressions of the same charity, the only one able to spur the steps of dialogue and to open unhoped for horizons. 

While we implore the Lord to hasten the day of full unity among Christians and that of the much-awaited interreligious common life based on reciprocal respect, we ask him to bless our endeavours and enlighten us so that our work may never diminish but rather increase ecclesial communion. 

May he make us always more attentive so that, far from any type of indifferentism, we may never shirk, in the exercise of charity, the mission of the local Catholic community. In practice our ecumenical and interreligious sensitivity must always be built on the local Catholic Churches' involvement with the most cordial appreciation of the different ritual expressions. Then, recalling the words of St Paul: "So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth" (I Cor 3: 7), may we always glimpse through prayer the true source of commitment in charity and by it, verify its authenticity. The same Apostle's admonition is clear: "Let each man take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (I Cor 3: 10-11). Being rooted in the Eucharist is indispensable to our work. The future scope of ecclesial charity must be based on the "Eucharistic measure": only what does not contradict, but rather finds and draws nourishment from the mystery of Eucharistic love and by the vision of the cosmos, man and history that flows from it, can guarantee the authenticity of our giving and provide us with a sure foundation on which to build. It is what I affirmed in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis: "The food of truth demands that we denounce inhumane situations in which people starve to death because of injustice and exploitation, and it gives us renewed strength and courage to work tirelessly in the service of the civilization of love" (n. 90). But it is precisely the Eucharistic inspiration of our action that will radically challenge man who cannot live by bread alone (cf. Lk 4: 4), proclaiming to him the food of eternal life prepared by God in his Son Jesus ”. (21 June 2007 – Audience Meeting of Aid Agencies for Eastern Catholic Churches ROACO ") 

Education 

Educating in the faith, in the sequela, and in witnessing means helping our brothers and sisters, or rather, helping one another to enter into a living relationship with Christ and with the Father. This has been from the start the fundamental task of the Church as the community of believers, disciples and friends of Jesus. The Church, the Body of Christ and Temple of the Holy Spirit, is that dependable company within which we have been brought forth and educated to become, in Christ, sons and heirs of God. In the Church, we receive the Spirit through whom "we cry, "Abba! Father!'" (cf. Rom 8: 14-17). We have just heard in St Augustine's homily that God is not remote, that he has become the "Way" and the "Way" himself has come to us. He said: "Stand up, you idler, and start walking!". Starting to walk means moving along the path that is Christ himself, in the company of believers; it means while walking, helping one another to become truly friends of Jesus Christ and children of God.  ”. (11 June 2007 – Inauguration of Annual Assembly of the diocese of Rome: theme, "Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness "”) 

“ Daily experience tells us - as we all know - that precisely in our day educating in the faith is no easy undertaking. Today, in fact, every educational task seems more and more arduous and precarious. Consequently, there is talk of a great "educational emergency", of the increasing difficulty encountered in transmitting the basic values of life and correct behaviour to the new generations, a difficulty that involves both schools and families and, one might say, any other body with educational aims. 

We may add that this is an inevitable emergency: in a society, in a culture, which all too often make relativism its creed - relativism has become a sort of dogma - in such a society the light of truth is missing; indeed, it is considered dangerous and "authoritarian" to speak of truth, and the end result is doubt about the goodness of life - is it good to be a person? is it good to be alive? - and in the validity of the relationships and commitments in which it consists. 

So how would it be possible to suggest to children and to pass on from generation to generation something sound and dependable, rules of life, an authentic meaning and convincing objectives for human existence both as an individual and as a community? 

For this reason, education tends to be broadly reduced to the transmission of specific abilities or capacities for doing, while people endeavour to satisfy the desire for happiness of the new generations by showering them with consumer goods and transitory gratification. Thus, both parents and teachers are easily tempted to abdicate their educational duties and even no longer to understand what their role, or rather, the mission entrusted to them, is. 

Yet, in this way we are not offering to young people, to the young generations, what it is our duty to pass on to them. Moreover, we owe them the true values which give life a foundation. 

However, this situation obviously fails to satisfy; it cannot satisfy because it ignores the essential aim of education which is the formation of a person to enable him or her to live to the full and to make his or her own contribution to the common good. However, on many sides the demand for authentic education and the rediscovery of the need for educators who are truly such is increasing. 

Parents, concerned and often worried about their children's future, are asking for it, many teachers who are going through the sad experience of the deterioration of their schools are asking for it, society overall is asking for it, in Italy as in many other nations, because it sees the educational crisis cast doubt on the very foundations of coexistence. 

In a similar context, the Church's commitment to providing education in the faith, in discipleship and in witnessing to the Lord Jesus is more than ever acquiring the value of a contribution to extracting the society in which we live from the educational crisis that afflicts it, clamping down on distrust and on that strange "self hatred" that seems to have become a hallmark of our civilization. (11 June 2007 – Inauguration of Annual Assembly of the diocese of Rome: theme, "Jesus is Lord. Education to the faith, discipleship and witness”) 

Eucharist

“ We have just sung the Sequence: "Dogma datur christianis, / quod in carnem transit panis, / et vinum in sanguinem - this [is] the truth each Christian learns, / bread into his flesh he turns, to his precious blood the wine". 

Today we reaffirm with great joy our faith in the Eucharist, the Mystery that constitutes the heart of the Church. In the recent Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum Caritatis I recalled that the Eucharistic Mystery "is the gift that Jesus Christ makes of himself, thus revealing to us God's infinite love for every man and woman" (n. 1). 

Corpus Christi, therefore, is a unique feast and constitutes an important encounter of faith and praise for every Christian community. This feast originated in a specific historical and cultural context: it was born for the very precise purpose of openly reaffirming the faith of the People of God in Jesus Christ, alive and truly present in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist. It is a feast that was established in order to publicly adore, praise and thank the Lord, who continues "to love us "to the end', even to offering us his body and his blood" (Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 1). 

The Eucharistic celebration this evening takes us back to the spiritual atmosphere of Holy Thursday, the day on which in the Upper Room, on the eve of his Passion, Christ instituted the Most Holy Eucharist. 

Corpus Christi is thus a renewal of the mystery of Holy Thursday, as it were, in obedience to Jesus' invitation to proclaim from "the housetops" what he told us in secret (cf. Mt 10: 27). It was the Apostles who received the gift of the Eucharist from the Lord in the intimacy of the Last Supper, but it was destined for all, for the whole world. This is why it should be proclaimed and exposed to view: so that each one may encounter "Jesus who passes" as happened on the roads of Galilee, Samaria and Judea; in order that each one, in receiving it, may be healed and renewed by the power of his love. Dear friends, this is the perpetual and living heritage that Jesus has bequeathed to us in the Sacrament of his Body and his Blood. It is an inheritance that demands to be constantly rethought and relived so that, as venerable Pope Paul VI said, its "inexhaustible effectiveness may be impressed upon all the days of our mortal life" (Insegnamenti, V [1967], p. 779)”. (7 June 2007 – Homily on the Feast of Corpus Christi) 

“ Today, then, the Eucharistic procession is taking place in Christian communities in all parts of the world. It is a special form of public adoration of the Eucharist, enriched by beautiful and traditional expressions of popular devotion. I would like to take the opportunity offered to me by today's Solemnity to warmly recommend, to Pastors and to all the faithful, the practice of Eucharistic adoration. 

I express my appreciation to the Institutes of Consecrated Life as well as to the associations and confraternities that are especially dedicated to this practice; they offer to everyone a reminder of Christ's centrality in our personal and ecclesial life. 

Then I rejoice to see that many young people are discovering the beauty of adoration, both privately and in groups. I ask priests to encourage these youth groups in their adoration, but also to guide them, to ensure that the form of their community adoration is always appropriate and dignified and that they allow sufficient time for silence and listening to the Word of God. 

In life today, often noisy and dispersive, it is more important than ever to recover the capacity for inner silence and recollection. Eucharistic adoration permits this not only centred on the "I" but more so in the company of that "You" full of love who is Jesus Christ, "the God who is near to us"”. (10 June 2007 – Angelus) 

Francis 

The large Family of Friars Minor Conventual must continue to let itself be inspired by the words that Francis heard from the Crucifix in San Damiano: "Go and repair my house" (2 Cel I, 6, 10). 

It is therefore necessary for every Friar to be a true contemplative, his eyes fixed on the eyes of Christ. Like St Francis when he came face to face with the leper, the Friar must be able to see the Face of Christ in the suffering brethren, bringing to them all the proclamation of peace. 

To this end, he must make his own the process of conformation to the Lord Jesus which Francis lived out in the various symbolic places on his journey of holiness: from San Damiano to Rivotorto, from St Mary of the Angels to La Verna. 

Thus, for every son of St Francis may the firm principle be what the "Poverello" said with simple words: "The Rule and life of the Friars Minor is this: to observe the Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ" (Reg. B. I, 1). 

In this regard, I am pleased to know that the Minors Conventual too, together with the whole large Franciscan Family, are engaged in reliving the stages which led Francis to formulate his "propositum vitae", approved by Innocent III in about 1209. 

Called to live "according to the form of the Holy Gospel" (Test. 21), the "Poverello" completely understood himself in the light of the Gospel. ”. (17 June 2007 – Message to the General Chapter of the Order of Friars Minor Con., and the community of the Sacred Convent) 

“ From the Basilica of St Francis in which his mortal remains repose, I would now like above all to make his tones of praise my own: "Most High, All Powerful, All Good Lord, All praise is yours, all glory, all honour and all blessing" (cf. Canticle of the Sun 1). Francis of Assisi is a great teacher of our faith and praise. By falling in love with Jesus Christ he encountered the Face of God-Love, of whom he became an impassioned bard and sang his praise passionately like a real "minstrel of God". 

In the light of the Gospel Beatitudes we can understand the gentleness with which St Francis was able to live his relations with others, presenting himself in humility to all and becoming a witness and artisan of peace. From this city of peace, I would like to send a greeting to the representatives of the other Christian denominations and of the other religions who, in 1986, accepted the invitation of my venerable Predecessor to take part in a World Day of Prayer for Peace here in the homeland of St Francis. I consider it my duty to launch from here a pressing and heartfelt appeal to stop all the armed conflicts which bathe the earth in blood. May weapons be silenced and may hatred everywhere give way to love, offence to forgiveness and discord to union! 

We feel here the spiritual presence of all those whom war and its tragic consequences cause to weep, suffer and die in any part of the world. We are thinking in particular of the Holy Land, so loved by St Francis; and of Iraq, Lebanon and the entire region of the Middle East. For too long now the peoples of those countries have been experiencing the horrors of war, terrorism, blind violence, the illusion that force can resolve conflicts, the refusal to listen to the reasoning of others and the refusal to do them justice. Only a responsible and sincere dialogue, backed by the generous support of the International Community, will be able to put an end to all this suffering and restore life and dignity to individuals, institutions and peoples.”. (17 June 2007 – Angelus in Assisi) 

“ This detail gives me a starting point for a first reflection. If we are speaking today of Francis' conversion, thinking of the radical life choice he made as a young man, we cannot forget that his first "conversion" took place in the gift of Baptism. The full response which he was to give as an adult would merely be the ripening of the seed of holiness that he received then. 

It is important that we have a deeper awareness of the baptismal dimension of holiness in our life and in our pastoral approach. It is a gift and a duty for all the baptized. 

My venerable and beloved Predecessor was referring to this dimension when he wrote in his Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte: "To ask catechumens: "Do you wish to receive Baptism?' means at the same time to ask them: "Do you wish to become holy?'" (n. 31). 

The millions of pilgrims attracted by Francis' charism who walk along these streets must be helped to grasp the essential core of Christian life and to aspire to the "high standard", which is precisely, holiness. It is not enough for them to admire Francis: through him they must be able to encounter Christ, to profess him and love him with "true faith; certain hope; perfect love" (Prayer Before the Crucifix, 1). 

Christians of our time are more and more confronted by the trend to accept a diminished Christ, whose extraordinary humanity is admired but whose divinity in its profound mystery is rejected. Francis himself suffers a sort of mutilation when he is cast as a witness of albeit important values appreciated by contemporary culture, which overlooks the fact that his profound decision, we might say the heart of his life, was his choice for Christ. 

In Assisi, a high-profile pastoral approach is more necessary than ever. To this end, you, priests and deacons, and you, persons of consecrated life, must have a strong sense of the privilege and responsibility of living in this territory of grace. It is true that all who visit this City receive a beneficial message, even from its "stones" and history. The stones speak clearly but this does not prescind from making a vigorous spiritual proposal, which can help when confronting the many seductions of relativism that are a feature of today's culture”. (17 June 2007 – Meeting with priests, deacons, religious and superiors and students at the Pontifical Umbro Seminary during his visit to Assisi) 
Mission

“ Dear brothers and sisters, there is one last point to which I would like to draw your attention: it is supremely important for the Church's mission and requires our commitment and first of all our prayer. I am referring to vocations to follow the Lord Jesus more closely in the ministerial priesthood and in the consecrated life. In recent decades, the Diocese of Rome has been gladdened by the gift of many priestly ordinations which have made it possible to bridge the gap in the previous period, and also to meet the requests of many Sister Churches in need of clergy; but the most recent indications seem less favourable and prompt the whole of our diocesan community to renew to the Lord, with humility and trust, its request for labourers for his harvest (cf. Mt 9: 37-38; Lk 10: 2). With delicacy and respect we must address a special but clear and courageous invitation to follow Jesus to those young men and women who appear to be the most attracted and fascinated by friendship with him. In this perspective, the Diocese will designate several new priests specifically to the care of vocations, but we know well that prayer and the overall quality of our Christian witness, the example of life set by priests and consecrated souls, the generosity of the people called and of the families they come from, are crucial in this area”. (11 June 2007 – Inauguration of Annual Meeting of the diocese of Rome on the theme: "Jesus is Lord. Educating to faith, discipleship and witness”) 

Peace

“ From my lips comes an equally heartfelt plea for peace in the Holy Land, Iraq, Lebanon and all the territories placed under the jurisdiction of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, as well as for the other regions involved in the spiral of what seems inexorable violence. 

May the Churches and disciples of the Lord remain there where divine Providence has placed them in the beginning; there where they deserve to remain, as a presence which dates back to the birth of Christianity. They have been distinguished down the centuries by a love that is undeniable and inseparable from their own faith, their own people and their own land. ”. (9 June 2007 – Discourse on the occasion of the visit to the Congregation for Eastern Catholic Churches) 

Peter and Paul

“ In Peter's profession of faith, dear brothers and sisters, we can feel that we are all one, despite the divisions that have wounded the Church's unity down the centuries and whose consequences are still being felt. Today, in the name of Sts Peter and Paul, let us renew, together with our Brothers who have come from Constantinople - whom I thank once again for their presence at our celebration - our commitment to accept to the very end the desire of Christ, who wants us to be fully united. With the concelebrating Archbishops, let us accept the gift and responsibility of communion between the See of Peter and the Metropolitan Churches entrusted to their pastoral care. May the Holy Mother of God always guide us and accompany us with her intercession: may her unswerving faith, which sustained the faith of Peter and of the other Apostles, continue to sustain that of the Christian generations, our own faith: Queen of Apostles, pray for us! Amen!”. (29 June 2007 - Homily on Feast of Saints Peter and Paul) 

“In Rome, since the earliest centuries, the bond that unites Peter and Paul in their mission has acquired a very specific significance. Like Romulus and Remus, the two mythical brothers who are said to have given birth to the City, so Peter and Paul were held to be the founders of the Church of Rome. Speaking to the City on this topic, St Leo the Great said: "These are your holy Fathers and true shepherds, who gave you claims to be numbered among the heavenly kingdoms, and built you under much better and happier auspices than they, by whose zeal the first foundations of your walls were laid" (Sermon 82, 7). However humanly different they may have been from each other and despite the tensions that existed in their relationship, Peter and Paul appear as the founders of a new City, the expression of a new and authentic way of being brothers which was made possible by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  For this reason, it can be said that the Church of Rome is celebrating her birthday today, since it was these two Apostles who laid her foundations. Furthermore, Rome in our day perceives with greater awareness both her mission and her greatness. St John Chrysostom wrote: "Not so bright is the heaven, when the sun sends forth his rays, as is the City of Rome, sending out these two lights (Peter and Paul) into all parts of the world... Therefore, I admire the City... for these pillars of the Church" (Homily on St Paul's Epistle to the Romans, 32, 24). We will commemorate St Peter specifically tomorrow, celebrating the Divine Sacrifice in the Vatican Basilica, built on the site of his martyrdom. This evening we turn our gaze to St Paul, whose relics are preserved with deep veneration in this Basilica. At the beginning of the Letter to the Romans, as we have just heard, St Paul greeted the community of Rome, introducing himself as "a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle" (1: 1). He uses the term "servant", in Greek, doulos, to indicate a relationship of total and unconditional belonging to the Lord Jesus; moreover, it is a translation of the Hebrew, 'ebed, thus alluding to the great servants whom God chose and called for an important and specific mission. Paul knew he was "called to be an apostle", that is, that he had not presented himself as a candidate, nor was his a human appointment, but solely by a divine call and election. The Apostle to the Gentiles repeats several times in his Letters that his whole life is a fruit of God's freely given and merciful grace (cf. I Cor 15: 9-10; II Cor 4: 1; Gal 1: 15). He was chosen to proclaim "the Gospel of God" (Rom 1: 1), to disseminate the announcement of divine Grace which in Christ reconciles man with God, himself and others”.(28 June 2007 - Homily during Vespers at St Paul's Basilica) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Education

Toledo (Agenzia Fides) - "The Church with independence, authority and moral responsibility, without invading fields which do not belong to her, and by virtue of her vocation in the social field, can and must teach the great criteria and binding values, orient and form consciences, advocate for justice and truth, defend and promote freedom, educate to individual and political virtues": this is the opening statement of a Pastoral Letter addressed by the Archbishop primate of Toledo, Cardinal Antonio Cañizares Llovera, with his auxiliary Bishops offering the faithful guidelines with regard to the issue of Education to Citizenship. 
First of all the Letter says that the subject is "unacceptable in form because it imposes on all an anthropology which only a few uphold and because its contents are a threat to the integral development of the person". With this school subject the government will impose a certain formation of moral conscience which is contrary to the " inalienable and not negotiable right" of parents to choose how their children are educated. For the bishops the fundamental problem with the subject is that it imposes certain criteria proper to relativism, it obliges pupils to assume a certain vision of mankind which contrasts with the truth about man and with the Christian vision with regard to humanity, it imposes gender ideology, transmits a secular concept of life in which God is either not present at all or restricted to the private sphere. 
In this situation the Cardinal reminds parents that they can and must defend their right with all the legal means at their disposal including objection of conscience. "Since the education of children and freedom of education is at stake, parents can rest assured that if they choose objection of conscience they will be choosing to protect their children, to safeguard fundamental rights and contribute towards the common good " the text affirms. It also recalls that the decision to choose the subject of Religion and Catholic Morals at school is more important than ever. "Let us be very attentive. Let us defend a school which offers authentic education and does not destroy the personality of your children with didactic publications and tools, or with inadequate or harmful teaching" the Letter concludes. 
Numerous associations in Spain have mobilised to promote objection of conscience to defend values and morals in education of children: many families have already presented their objection of conscience. The Professionals for Ethics Association has published a Guide on Objection of Conscience which explains the principle contents of the subject. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2007; righe 30, parole 422)

Mission

Rome - “Our small communities of Catholics living among people who are mainly followers of Islam, bear witness to Christ's love for all humanity” said Archbishop Vincent Landel of Rabat, Morocco and president of the Northern African Regional Bishops Conference CERNA, in Rome for the ad limina visit. CERNA is formed of the Catholic Bishops of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya. 

“We are free to live our faith and bear witness to it in a Muslim environment” the Archbishop told Fides. “We do not proselytise, our Catholics come from other countries in Europe and sub-Saharan Africa, but we are not isolated from the rest of the population. We have established good dialogue with our Muslim brothers and sisters and work with them in the fields of human promotion and assistance for the needy. The local Catholic Church is respected by both the authorities and the people for her contribution to services in education, healthcare and social. Our task in fact is to show God's infinite love for all men and women and to announce the Gospel with the witness of our life”.

Archbishop Landel said the international situation has no effect on the life of North African Christian communities. “We are well integrated with society and for years we have known and lived in friendship with the Muslims. They know our presence is one of peace based on reciprocal respect. I wish to make it clear that it is quite mistaken and unjust to say “Islamic means terrorist”. “Much fear and misunderstanding can be overcome by reciprocal knowledge. We must deepen our reciprocal knowledge in order to build a world of peace founded on respect for others” said the Archbishop of Rabat.“Do you think the Catholic Church in Northern Africa can help Europe understand better the culture and religion on the other side of the Mediterranean, also in the light of the concern caused by the flow of migrants?” we ask Archbishop Landel. “ I cannot say whether our communities can help Europe understand better the world of North Africa. I do know that inspired by the figure of Charles de Foucauld our witness in these countries enables the local people to see the love of Christ especially the assistance which the Catholic Church gives to migrants” concluded the president of the Conference of the Catholic Bishops of North Africa who have called attention many times to the tragedy of migrants seeking a better life in Europe (see Fides 16 February and 3 November 2006). (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 6/6/2007 righe 36 parole 446)
Vatican City - The necessity to write a document on “Pastoral Care of the Road ” emerged during the 1st European Meeting for National Directors of Pastoral Care of the Road held in  February 2003 at the Pontifical College for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples. This led to the elaboration of the text with the help of numerous experts so as to set this pastoral care “in the broader field of the Church's universal mission”. The “Guidelines” were presented on 19 June at the Holy See Press Office by Cardinal Renato R. Martino, president of the Pontifical College for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples and the secretary of the same Council Archbishop Agostino Marchetto.


“The Guidelines are structured in four distinct parts – the Cardinal said -, considering the specificity and vastness of the problems connected with the street as a field of pastoral care: the first is dedicated to users of roads and railways and to those employed in the various connected services; the second and third part are devoted respectively to women and children on the streets; part four treats with homeless people, vagabonds"


The phenomenon of human mobility characterises especially men and women of today who need adequate means with which to move. The road and the railway –Cardinal Martino said - must be at the service of the human person as a means of facilitating the life and integral development of society. Moving brings people together, it facilitates dialogue, it starts processes of socialisation and personal enrichment. Besides being a way of communication, the road has become a place of life with its positive aspects (including “an opportunity to draw closer to God to facilitate the discovery of the beauty of creation ”) and negative (noise, air pollution, road accidents etc.).


The Old Testament describes continual migration and wanderings of the People of God always assisted by the protection of Yahweh, and also in the New Testament there are many references to moving, the road, journeys. “We can say – the Cardinal continued - that a journey is not only physical movement is has also a spiritual dimension related to persons, contributing to the fulfilment of God's plan of love. Christ is the Way, the Road”. After underlining that “it is of fundamental importance for a person to behave with responsibility and self control while driving a vehicle”, Cardinal Martino dwelt on some moral aspects of driving: “The capacity to live beside and relate with other people presupposes in the driver certain concrete and specific qualities, namely self control, prudence, courtesy, adequate spirit of service and knowledge of the rules of the Highway Code ”. 


With regard to the Christian virtues of a driver, first comes Charity, then Prudence, necessary and important in relation to the traffic on the road, and last of all Justice. A person who starts a journey always sets out with Hope, the hope to arrive at the destination. “For believers the reason for this hope lies in the certainty that on our journey towards our destiny God walks with man and protects him from danger”. The Document also presents ten commandments of the road in analogy with the Commandments of God. The duty of the Church in this specific field of pastoral care is to “denounce situations which are dangerous or unjust often caused by traffic. Faced with such a serious problem, the Church and the State– each in the field of its own competence – must strive to increase general and public awareness with regard to road safety and to promote, with every means, correspondent and adequate education for drivers, travellers and pedestrians”. Cardinal Martino concluded: “Mobility, a characteristic of present day societies all over the world, with its problems is today an urgent challenge for institutions and individuals as well as for the Church. Consequently, those who believe in the Son of God made man to save humanity cannot remain inert in front of this new horizon which opens for evangelisation, to promote in the name of Jesus Christ, the whole person and every person.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2007 – righe 49, parole 682)   

Rome - “The Church in Togo is maturing slowly but surely” Bishop Ambroise Kotamba Djoliba of the diocese of Sokodé and president of the Togo Bishops' Conference told Fides. The Bishops are in Rome for their ad limina visit. “Our priority is the Christian, human and spiritual formation of the faithful” Bishop Djoliba said.  “In this an essential role is played by our Catholic schools open to all, and seminaries for the formation of future priests, especially our Major Seminary. We are grateful to missionaries past and present who have a fundamental role in the field of education”.

 “All the members of the Church, clergy, religious and laity need adequate formation if they are to meet the needs of the people” said the president of the Togo bishops. “Formation also includes inculturation of the faith so that our faithful do not feel they are strangers in their own Church. In this regard it should be remembered that in our country traditional religion has had and continues to have a strong influence of the life of the people. This why we must form the faithful well so that when difficulties arise with regard to traditional beliefs that are able to find in the Catholic faith the resources to deal with the challenges”. 

In this regard Bishop Djoliba recalls the challenge of religious sects coming from other countries. “Some of these sects are very active: we see a proliferation of sects of American origin which have considerable funds at disposal and make many followers and this is a challenge for Catholics. The sects are most active among the poorer people because they offer immediate solutions to their difficulties. Our people need to feel strongly supported by the Church so they remain faithful to the message of Christ”. 

With regard to relations with members of other churches and religions the Bishop said "there is good collaboration and reciprocal respect with other Christian Churches and with Muslim communities, in the social field to help the people most in need. However we know that funds are sent from other countries to build mosques and pay Islamic preachers”.

At the social and political level there was tension in Togo following the death of president Gnassingbé Eyadema in February 2005 (see Fides 8 February 2005). “the situation gradually improved” the Bishop said. “We hope for a good outcome of the next elections, and we hope they will be peaceful and fair. I am sure this will lead to peace in our country”.

The ad limina visit to Rome is an opportunity for the Bishops of Togo to share with the universal Church of the hopes and fears of their Church and their nation. In this regard Bishop Djoliba said he asks first of all “for the prayers of the universal Church. We want our brothers and sisters in the faith to know that in Togo life is difficult and we need prayers. We also need material help because the economic situation is difficult and we need the support of our Sister Churches to build our structures. We also need help for the formation of our seminarians. We have twinning programmes with various dioceses in other countries for the formation of our priests. We hope to build a network of spiritual, human and material resources of the Churches in our region to improve the services offered to the faithful in our countries”. 

“The Church is popular with the people because she is close to all the people. In every village priests and sisters run dispensaries which provide a good service. For us this is a way bear witness to God's love for his people” the Bishop of Sokodé concludes. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2007 righe 51 parole 680)
Life

Buenos Aires - The Catholic Bishops' Conference of Argentina in a statement regarding various proposals to de-penalise the crime of abortion by introducing regulations regarding so-called "non punishable abortion", have reaffirmed with conviction “abortion is never the answer". The statement was signed by Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Archbishop of Buenos Aires and Primate of Argentina, president of the Bishops' Conference standing council and by the  two vice presidents Archbishop Luis Héctor Villalba of Tucumán and Bishop Agustín Roberto Radrizzani SDB of Colline di Zamora. 

 "As shepherds entrusted with the People of God and as citizens committed to promoting the common good - the statement reads - we reaffirm that the right to life is the first natural right of every human person. A right which exists before any positive legislation and is guaranteed by Argentina's Constitution". The bishops recall "there are no norms in our legislation which authorise governments or legislators of the provinces or of the city of Buenos Aires to pass laws on such fundamental issues" … just as "there are no administrative acts or norms to exclude from the control of the magistrates the examination of a case in which the right to life is in danger". The Bishops restate with firmness that abortion is "never the answer. The choice must always be for life" and they appeal to "all Argentineans to support initiatives to defend the right to life and they urge legislators to defend the nation's Constitution". 

The Bishops Conference's Commission for the Family also issued a statement on the matter affirming "from the moment of conception each human person has rights which are recognised by the national Constitution and other national laws " therefore "abortion is always a crime even if in some cases it does not incur in sanctions of law, the crime remains". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/6/2007; righe 22, parole 310)
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI   receives  Document of Aparecida. CELAM general assembly in July will discuss the Great Continental Mission 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Monday 11 June  Pope Benedict XVI was presented with the Final Document of the 5th General Conference of the Council of Bishops' Conferences of Latin America and the Caribbean held in Aparecida  13 -31 May. The Document was presented by the three CELAM 5 presidents Cardinal Francisco Javier Errázuriz Ossa, Archbishop of Santiago de Chile; Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and president of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America; Cardinal Geraldo Majella Agnelo, Archbishop of São Salvatore di Baia, Brazil. The document contains the fruit of 18 days of general Council summarised in the Document of Aparecida. The Cardinals wished  also to share with the Pope the atmosphere of communion and presence of the Holy Spirit experienced during CELAM 5. 
The Document of Aparecida has three parts which follow a theological-pastoral method of reflection "see, assess and act". It proposes to view reality with eyes illuminated by the faith and hearts filled with love, it proclaims with joy the Gospel of Jesus Christ to illuminate the goal and the path of human life and to identify, by means of community discernment open to the breath of the Holy Spirit, common lines of truly missionary action to put the whole People of God in a permanent state of mission. This schema follows an underlying theme of life especially life in Christ  and it is interlaced with the words of Jesus the Good Shepherd: "I have come that the sheep may have life in abundance " (Jn. 10,10). 
"Now we hope the Holy Father will approve the document so we can share it with the many different communities awaiting its guidelines in order to pursue the work of evangelisation on this continent of hope " we read in the CELAM statement. While awaiting the Pope's approval CELAM is preparing its next ordinary general assembly in Havana, Cuba 10 - 13 July  during which the participants will endeavour to lay the bases for the development of the Continental Mission which will give continuity toe CELAM 5 in Aparecida. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2007; righe 30, parole 422)

VATICAN - Cardinal Ivan Dias the prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples marks the 25th anniversary of his ordination as Bishop 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Ivan Dias the prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and Grand chancellor of the Pontifical Urban University is celebrating the 25th anniversary of his ordination as a Bishop. On 8 May 1982 Pope John Paul II appointed him Titular Archbishop of Rusubisir and Pro-Nuncio Apostolic to Ghana, Togo and Benin and on 19 June that same year in St Peter's he was ordained a bishop by Cardinal Agostino Casaroli, the Pope's secretary of state. Cardinal Dias will mark the anniversary with a special concelebration of the Eucharist at 6pm at in the Chapel of Urban University. Together with the officials and staff of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples the Cardinal will thank God for these 25 years of service as a bishop and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue to pour out His gifts and sustain him in his task of guiding the evangelisation of peoples and Catholic missionary cooperation all over the world.   


Ivan Dias was born in Bombay on 14 April 1936. He was ordained a priest in Bombay on the 8th December 1958. He studied at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy in Rome (1961-1964). He has a degree in Canon Law from the Pontifical Lateran University (1964). In the same year 1964 he worked in the Secretariat of State to help prepare Pope Paul VI's visit to Bombay on the occasion of the International Eucharistic Congress. Between 1965 and 1973 he was secretary at various Nunciatures in Europe, Asia, Africa. Between 1973 and 1982 he was Department Head in the Secretariat of State. On 8 May 1982 he was appointed Titular Archbishop of Rusubisir and Pro-Nuncio Apostolic to Ghana, Togo and Benin (1982- 1987) and ordained a bishop on 19 June that same year. Between 1987 and 1991 he was pro-Nuncio Apostolic to South Korea. Between 1991 and 1997 Apostolic Nuncio to Albania. On the 8 November 1996 he was appointed  Archbishop of Bombay and installed as such on 13 March 1997. He was President Delegate at the 10th ordinary general assembly of the Synod of Bishops in October 2001. Pope John Paul II created him a Cardinal on 21 February 2001 of the titular of the church of Spirito Santo alla Ferratella. On 20 May 2006 Pope Benedict XVI   appointed him Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2007; righe 27, parole 383) 

VATICAN - “I place these 25 years of Episcopal ministry in the Immaculate Heart of Mary, because Mary has sealed the whole of my Episcopate, and with her I say again to the Lord: I am your servant” - Cardinal Dias celebrates Mass for the Silver Jubilee of his Episcopate  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Ivan Dias the prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples presided a solemn concelebration of the Eucharist in the chapel of the Pontifical Urban College on June 19th  the 25th anniversary of his ordination as a Bishop. “I thank the Holy Father for his message– said Cardinal Dias in his homily – and I thank the Lord for all that he has given me in these twenty five years of Episcopate”. Addressing the representatives of the various realities which refer to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples who filled the chapel the Cardinal said: “You are the extended family which the Lord has given to me" and he encouraged them to live and work in a spirit of family.


Looking back at the 25 years Cardinal Dias said he had “learned many lessons” especially in his service at Nunciatures in different parts of the world, and that he had seen the suffering of many people who, despite tribulation, demonstrated great faith in the Lord. In particular, he recalled a visit he made to a centre for people with leprosy in Togo, where the lepers lived with their Bishop: “As they came full of joy to meet me  they said: we have no eyes, no hands, no feet and yet we thank the Lord for all that he has given us compared to what he has taken away”. And he Ghana he told how miners struggle to extract only  10 grams of gold from a ton of earth. Cardinal Dias concluded his homily asking everyone to pray for this anniversary and for the years which the Lord has reserved for him in the future: “ I place these 25 years of Episcopal ministry in the Immaculate Heart of Mary, because Mary has sealed the whole of my Episcopate, and with her I say again to the Lord: I am your servant as my bishop's motto says”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2007; righe 22, parole 328)

VATICAN - “Benedict XVI in Assisi: announce with St Francis the simplicity of the Gospel in a complex world ”. A contribution by  Fr. Pietro Messa, OFM

Roma (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday 17 June the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI  will make a pastoral visit to Assisi on the occasion of the 800th anniversary of the conversion of Saint Francis. Fides gives below an ample contribution by Fr. Pietro Messa, OFM, rector of the School for Medieval and Franciscan Studies of the Pontifical Antonianum College in Rome.
“It is clear to all: although he refers in some aspects John Paul  II, Pope Benedict XVI  is not walking in the footsteps of his predecessor and this has been seen since the beginning of his Pontificate. Just to mention a few examples, Beatifications are no longer presided by the Pope they are celebrated by his representative, usually the Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints and the Beatification takes place in the diocese which promoted the cause or in another suitable place; the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious has in a sense incorporated the Pontifical Council for Culture; audiences for individual groups are much less frequent and so are personal messages signed by the Pope. Shortly after the election of Pope Benedict XVI, an attentive Vatican expert Luigi Accattoli, speaking of the differences compared with John Paul II wrote that it is good for every star to turn in its own orbit, instead of trying to imitate styles which are not its own.
In this change not even Assisi is immune,  and not so much because on the occasion of the appointment of Archbishop Domenico Sorrentino as Bishop of the city he issued a Motu proprio subjecting the patriarch Basilicas - now papal since the Pontiff renounced the title of Patriarch of the West - to the jurisdiction of the Bishop of the city, but for Pope Benedict XVI's interventions with regard to the figure of Saint Francis. He has intervened more than once with regard to the Saint of Assisi, warning against  «"abusing" of  the figure of Francis» - and consequent «betrayal of his message» -, and indicating the encounter with Jesus Christ the centre of Francis' story. 
At a meeting with the clergy of Albano, on 31st August 2006, the Pope said about Francis «He was not only an environmentalist or a pacifist. He was above all a convert. I read with great pleasure that Bishop Sorrentino of Assisi, precisely to obviate this "abuse" of the figure of St Francis, on the occasion of the eighth centenary of his conversion wished to establish a "Year of Conversion" to see what the true "challenge" is. Perhaps we can all animate youth a little to make the meaning of conversion understood by also finding a link with the figure of St Francis and seeking a route that broadens life. Francis was first a kind of "playboy". He then felt that this was not enough. He heard the Lord's voice: "Rebuild my House". Little by little, he came to understand what "building the House of the Lord" means"».
The Pope was referring to the letter by Bishop Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi in which the latter wrote: «"Francis, go repair my house which as you see is in ruins". These words from the Crucified Lord drove Francis immediately to dedicate himself to the material repairing of the little church of Saint Damian and other churches. But could those words be limited to this significance?  Biographers will read in them the mission of the Poverello for the  spiritual renewal of Christendom. Undoubtedly this was included. However I think nevertheless that, in the spiritual travail which the young Francis was experiencing those words of vocation and mission were heard first of all as a call to complete the conversion he had begun, making Christ's concern and designs for his Church, his own». 
On 2 September 2006, in the message to Bishop Domenico Sorrentino of Assisi, on occasion of the 20th anniversary of the interreligious meeting of prayer for peace, Benedict XVI wrote: «For his daring and prophetic initiative John Paul II desired to choose the evocative setting of this town of Assisi, known across the world on account of St Francis. In fact, the "Poverello" embodied in an exemplary way the Beatitude proclaimed by Jesus in the Gospel: "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Mt 5: 9). The witness Francis bore in his time makes him a natural reference point today for people who are fostering the ideal of peace, respect for nature and dialogue between people, religions and cultures. It is important, however, to recall, if one does not want to betray his message, that it was Christ's radical decision that provided him with a key to understanding the brotherhood to which all people are called, and in which inanimate creatures - from "brother sun" to "sister moon" - also in a certain way participate. I would therefore like to recall that the eighth centenary of the conversion of St Francis coincides with this 20th  anniversary of John Paul II's Prayer Meeting for Peace. The two commemorations shed light upon each other. In the words addressed to him by the Crucifix of St Damian: "Francis, go, repair my house"; in his choice of radical poverty, in the kiss of the leper that expresses his new capacity to see and love Christ in his suffering brethren, began that human and Christian adventure which continues to fascinate so many people in our day and to make this town the destination of countless pilgrims. ».
Above all in his address before the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 22 October 2006 Benedict XVI offers a reading - or to use an appropriate term dear to the Pope, a “hermeneutic” - of the event of the Saint of Assisi del Santo di Assisi. After recalling that it was the 80th World Mission Sunday, «instituted by Pope Pius XI, who gave new impulse to mission ad gentes», he said: «The mission arises from the heart: when one stops to pray before a Crucifix with his glance fixed on that pierced side, he cannot but experience within himself the joy of knowing that he is loved and the desire to love and to make himself an instrument of mercy and reconciliation. This is what happened about 800 years ago to the young Francis of Assisi in the little church of San Damiano, which was then dilapidated. From the height of the Cross, now preserved in the Basilica of St Clare, Francis heard Jesus tell him: "Go, repair my house which, as you see, is all in ruins". That "house" was first of all his own life, which needed repair through authentic conversion; it was the Church, not the one made of stones but living persons, always needing purification; it was all of humanity, in whom God loves to dwell. The mission always initiates from a heart transformed by the love of God, as the countless stories of saints and martyrs witness, who in different ways have spent their life at the service of the Gospel. ». Saint Francis, a converted man, is presented as an example of « the mission of Jesus, which can be summarised this: carry to every person the good news that "God is Love" and this is why as wants to save the world».
This warning not to empty the experience of Francis making him simply a pacifist or an environmentalist  would seem to recall what Pius XI said and before him Benedict XV. In fact Benedict XV in his encyclical “Sacra propediem”  (1921), on the occasion of the seventh centenary of the foundation of the Franciscan Tertiary Order wrote: «That which matters now is to replace before all eyes the true moral physiognomy of St. Francis. The St. Francis of Assisi whom certain moderns present to us, and who springs from the imagination of the Modernists, this man, guarded in his obedience to the Apostolic See, a specimen of a vague and vain religiosity, is assuredly neither Francis of Assisi nor a saint.». 
 The transcendental dimension of the story of Francis of Assisi, correcting the secular counterfeits, was also retrieved by Pius XI in 1924, on the occasion of the 7th centenary of the Holy Stigmata, with an encyclical letter which reaffirmed the supernatural nature of the event. However the most authoritative intervention by Pius XI with regard to the Saint of Assisi was the encyclical “Rite expiatis” of 1926, on the occasion of the 7th centenary of the death of Saint Francis in which, addressing the faithful he said: 
“While doing this, they must reject that purely imaginary figure of the Saint conjured up by the defenders of modern error or by the followers of luxury and worldly comforts, and seek to bring Christians to the faithful imitation of the ideal of sanctity which he exemplified in himself and which he learned from the purity and simplicity of the doctrines of the Gospels. It is Our desire that the religious and civic festivals to be held during this Centenary, as well as the conferences and sermons to be given, should aim at celebrating this anniversary with expressions of true devotion, without making the Seraphic Patriarch either totally different from other men or unlike the historical figure he actually was, but showing him a man gifted by nature and grace which admirably assisted him in reaching himself and in rendering easy for his neighbours the highest possible perfection. [...].
Notwithstanding the long time that has elapsed since the death of the Seraphic Father, the admiration for him, not only of Catholics but even of non-Catholics, continues amazingly to increase for the reason that his greatness appears to the minds of men with no less splendour today than it did long ago. We, too, most ardently pray for the strength of his virtues which have been so powerful, even at the present hour, in remedying the ills of society. In fact, his work of reform has permeated so deeply Christian peoples that besides re-establishing purity of faith and of morals it has resulted in this, that even the laws of justice and of evangelical charity now more profoundly inspire and guide social life itself.”
After listing the virtues of St Francis, Pope Pius XI writes: “ It is Our pleasure, Venerable Brothers, to detain you somewhat more at length in a study of these his sublime virtues, for the reason that, in our times, many infected by the false spirit of secularism, habitually attempt to strip our saintly heroes of the true light and glory of their sanctity. These writers view the saint merely as models of human excellence or as professors of an empty spirit of religion, praising and magnifying them exclusively because of what they have done for the progress of arts and sciences, or because of certain works of mercy which they have accomplished and which have proven helpful to the fatherland and to mankind. We do not cease to wonder how an admiration of this kind for St. Francis, so false and even contradictory in itself, can in any way help his modern admirers who devote their lives to the search for riches and pleasure or who decked out in finery frequent public places, dances and theatres, or who roll in the very mud of voluptuousness, who ignore and cast aside the laws of Christ and His Church. [...] St. Francis, trained in the manly virtues We have written about, was called providentially to a work of reform for the salvation of his contemporaries and to assist in the work of the Church Universal. In the Church of St. Damian where he was accustomed to pray, he heard three times a voice from Heaven saying: "Go Francis, rebuild my house which is falling down." (St. Bonaventure, Legenda Maior, Chap. II) But Francis, because of that deep humility which made him think himself incapable of accomplishing any great work whatsoever, did not understand the meaning of these mysterious words. Innocent III, however, discovered their import through the miraculous vision in which Francis was shown in the act of supporting on his shoulders the Church of the Lateran which was falling to the ground.
Especially in our days Franciscan questions have been studied more profoundly by the learned and a great number of works in various languages have seen the light of day. The talents, too, of artists who have made works of great artistic value have succeeded in arousing an almost limitless admiration for St. Francis among our contemporaries despite the fact that sometimes this admiration is not based on a true understanding of the Saint. Some admired in him the character of the poet by which he so wonderfully expressed the sentiments of his soul, and his famous Canticle became the delight of learned men who recognised in it one of the first great poems of the early Italian language. Others were taken by his love of nature, for he not only seemed fascinated by the majesty of inanimate nature, by the splendour of the stars, by the beauty of his Umbrian mountains and valleys, but, like Adam before his fall in the Garden of Eden, Francis even spoke to the animals themselves. He appears to have been joined to them in a kind of brotherhood and they were obedient to his every wish. Others praised his love of country because in him Our Italy, which boasts the great honour of having given him birth, found a more fruitful source of blessings than any other country. Others, finally, honour him for that truly singular and catholic love with which he embraced all men. All of this is quite admirable but it is the least that is to be praised in our Saint, and it all must be understood in a correct sense. If we stop at these aspects of his life and look upon them as the most important, or change their import so as to justify either our own morbid ideas or excuse our false opinions, or to uphold thereby some of our prejudices, it is certain that we would not possess a genuine picture of the real Francis. As a matter of fact, by his practice of all the virtues in a heroic manner, by the austerity of his life and his preaching of penance, by his manifold and restless activity for the reformation of society, the figure of Francis stands forth in all its completeness, proposed to us not so much for the admiration as for the imitation of Christian peoples. As the Herald of the Great King, his purposes were directed to persuading men to conform their lives to the dictates of evangelical sanctity and to the love of the Cross, not that they should become mere friends or lovers of flowers, birds, lambs, fishes or hares
He seemed filled with a great and tender affection for animals [...]This love of animals was due to no other cause than his own love of God, which moved him to love these creatures because he knew that they had the same origin as he  [...]Why then forbid Italians to glory in him who was an Italian, who even in the sacred liturgy is called the "light of the Fatherland"? (Breviary of Friars Minor) Why prevent the defenders of the rights of the people preaching the love of Francis toward all men and especially toward the poor? The former admirers of St. Francis, impelled by an excessive love of their own nation, should take care not to boast of him as a mere sign and banner of their newborn love of country, thus lessening his glorious title of "Catholic Champion." The latter should take care not to hold him up as a precursor and defender of errors, which of course he was very far from being. May it please Heaven that they who, through devotion to the Saint either find pleasure in these lesser praises of the man of Assisi or labour with zeal to promote the success of this Centenary, all worthy of Our praise, may, by the happy recurrence of his feast, draw from his life strong motives to examine more profoundly the true picture of this great imitator of Christ and thus themselves aspire to higher ideals.”.
This concern to reaffirm the Christian specificity of the vicissitude Francis is almost absent in successive pontificates, concerned with other matters: Pius XII will praise Francis together with Saint Catherine as patrons saints of Italy; John XXIII will go to Assisi to pray for a fruitful Vatican II; Paul VI will call on Franciscans not to forget the radical nature of their rule in conciliar renewal; John Paul II in the early years will indicate the Saint of Assisi as a model of obedience to the Church, while on 27 October 1986 - the day of the historical inter-religious Day of Prayer for Peace - he will connect Assisi and Francis with the issue of peace.

Now Benedict XVI seems to return to the concerns of Pius XI for a proper hermeneutic to avoid watering down the Franciscan message which has had such importance on the history of the Church. It should be considered that for some time we have been hearing voices warning of the danger of an emptying of significance of the figure of Francis of Assisi. Some months ago a columnist, with a slightly scathing tone, said some «venerate and unlawfully diffuse a romantic little saint of protestant origin, in other words Saint Francis if the myth, the village idiot of talks with wolves and birds, slaps everyone on the back. A false vulgate, which devalues his message». His lapidary judgement in journalistic tones appeared excessive, but it must be admitted that it is confirmed by scientific studies - such as the study by Sandra Migliore - which have sought to study the ways in which Saint Francis was represented in the 19th and 20th centuries. Among these studies there emerges the decisive role played by Paul Sabatier in Franciscan studies, but also the heavy accentuation of a reading in a sense romantic and protestant of the vicissitude of the Saint of Assisi.

Nevertheless we must realise that between Pius XI and Benedict XVI there was the Second Vatican Council, which even read in a hermeneutic of continuity not breaking, led to event previously unthinkable such as the interreligious meetings convoked by John Paul II in the land of St Francis and which unleashed the "spirit of Assisi", in other words a modality of interreligious intercultural meeting based dialogue. We must immediately add that those meetings also had various readings: from those who interpreted them in a hermeneutic of break - exalting then seeing a path to peace based on syncretism, demonising them as apostasy of the faith - to those who have them an interpretation in keeping with Church tradition, as in the case of Hans Urs von Balthasar and Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger himself. Unfortunately it must be said that often the former equivocal reading was the one diffused by the media.

Now Pope Benedict XVI goes to Assisi, not for an interreligious meeting, as John Paul II did, from 1986 for no less than three times, but on the occasion of the eighth centenary of Saint Francis' conversion to Jesus. This difference compared to his Predecessor is no minor one, and yet in Assisi there is an encounter precisely between conversion and dialogue, membership of the Roman Catholic Church and ecumenism, Christian identity and interreligious dialogue. 


This does certainly not escape the Pope, an expert on Franciscanism having prepared his teaching doctorate thesis  - in February 1957, exactly fifty years ago - on the theology of the story of Bonaventura of Bagnoregio one of the principal biographers of Saint Francis, it also convinced - as Yves Congar highlighted - that to understand the Petrine ministry it is necessary to return to Saint Francis.

“Precisely this dialectic between missionary announcement and dialogue, whose solution is so determinant for the present ecclesial and historical moment and whose consequences will in a sense be decisive for the future, renders Benedict's journey to Assisi most important for understanding not only his magisterium but also what the Spirit is saying today to the Church.” Fr. Pietro Messa, OFM, rector of the School for Medieval and Franciscan Studies of the Pontifical Antonianum College in Rome. (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2007; righe 208, parole 3.063)
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