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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Januarii 
pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, 
pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus I, Januarius A.D. MMVI
_______________________________________________________________________________________

The principal event in the month of January was the publication of Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical Letter presented at the Holy See Press Office on 25 January. The document takes its title from the first words of the First Letter of St John: “Deus caritas est”. In fact the central theme is Christian love. “God is love and he who abides in love abides in God and God abide in him” says the Letter of St John  (1 Jn 4,16), These words express “the heart of the Christian faith” the Holy Father explained in the introduction to the Encyclical. “In a world where the name of God is sometimes associated with vengeance or even a duty of hatred and violence this message is both timely and significant”, he writes. The Encyclical is articulated in two parts. In the first the Pope proposes a theological-philosophical reflection on <love> in its various dimensions  - eros, philia, agape – explaining the essential traits of God’s love for man and the intrinsic connection between this love and human love. The second part treats the concrete exercise of the commandment to love neighbour. Another important event in January, now a custom, was the celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which Pope Benedict XVI closed presiding Vespers at St Paul’s Basilica in the presence of other Christians on the 25 January the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. The Pope spoke frequently during the Week of Prayer about Ecumenism and he said Christians have a common mission to work for unity the  “condition for the light of Christ to spread effectively in every corner of the world so that all men and women may convert their hearts and be  saved”.
______________________________________________________________________________________
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 January 2006 – Homily during Mass on the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
1 January 2006 – Angelus
4 January 2006 – General Audience
6 January 2006 – Homily during Mass on the Solemnity of the Epiphany
6 January 2006 - Angelus

8 January 2006 – Angelus
9 January 2006 – Audience to Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See 
11 January 2006 – General Audience
12 January 2006 – Audience with the Neo Catechumen Way
15 January 2006 – Angelus
18 January 2006 – General Audience
20 January 2006 – Audience Almo Collegio Capranica
22 January 2006 – Angelus
24 January 2006 - Message World Communications Day 2006
25 January 2006 – Presentation of Encyclical “Deus caritas est”

25 January 2006 – General Audience
25 January 2005 – Homily at Vespers in St Paul’s closes week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
27 January 2006 – Audience with first group of Bishops from DR Congo on visita ad limina 
29 January 2006 - Angelus
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Baptism
Communication
Cooperation
Deus caritas est

Ecumenism
Israel and the people of Palestine 

Religious freedom
Mission
Peace
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Cooperation - Sudan is the world’s second largest “producer” of refugees after Afghanistan says Laura Boldrini, of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees UNHCR 

Agreement for the repatriation of Sudanese refugees from Kenya. “We welcome such agreements but these returnees need infrastructures. In much of the area the only schools and medical centres are those opened and run by Catholics” say missionaries in Sudan
Inter-religious dialogue and ecumenism - Ecumenism makes progress and hope grows for a visit by Pope Benedict XVI
Pro-Life - The Archbishop of Valencia invites the Bishops of the world to 5th World Meeting of Families: pilgrims from 25 countries enrol, 1.5 million visit official web site
Mission - Sr Lucy tells about her work Kakuma Refugee Camp in the semi-desert Turkanaland region in northern Kenya.
Peace - We welcome the Holy Father’s call to pray for peace in Côte d'Ivoire says a Catholic missionary 
· QUAESTIONES

Solemn opening of celebrations for 5th centenary of the founding of the Pontifical Swiss Guards. Cardinal Sodano tells Swiss Guards and families at special mass in Sistine Chapel: “I encourage you to love the Church of Christ ever more deeply” 
“God himself comes to fill our eros with his agape” : A reflection on Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical, Mgr Massimo Camisasca founder and superior general of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St Charles  Borromeo
Benedict XVI’s first encyclical: Rev Nicola Bux, docent at Puglia Philosophy Faculty. vice director of the Bari Ecumenical Institute, comments on “Love’s reasoning”

“Deus Caritas est” central for missionary activity: 

Reflection by Cardinal Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 

Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical :  comment by the founder of S. Egidio Community Prof. Andrea Riccardi
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM
1 January 2006 – Homily during Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on the first day of the year 
VATICAN – In his homily during Mass on January 1, Pope Benedict XVI wishes peoples and nations a new year of  “brotherhood and peace”
Vatican City (Fides) - On the first day of the new year on which the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God and the 39th World Day of Peace, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI during Mass in St Peter’s Basilica filled to capacity, spoke of peace in the world. He referred with anguish to “situations of injustice and violence in various parts of the world”, and others which “appear to be  new and insidious threats to peace: terrorism, nihilism and fanatical fundamentalism”. Situations to be faced, the Pope said “with courage and confidence in God and man to choose to take the path to peace”.  During Mass prayers for peace were said in Russian Chinese, Arabic and Polish. The Pope had a special greeting for thousands of young choristers “Pueri cantores” from different countries “who render this mass all the more solemn with their song”, the Pope said - (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 1/1/2006 - righe 13, parole 186)
1 January 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN – During the first Angelus of 2006 the Pope mentions World Day for Peace and the only path for peace: “dialogue, forgiveness and solidarity”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, during the Angelus at midday today 1 , January 2006, urged the faithful to look to the Mother of God “who holds in her arms the Child Jesus, source of all blessings”. “Looking at Christ who came on earth to give us his peace – the Holy Father said - , we celebrate on New Year’s Day World Day for Peace started by Pope Paul VI thirty eight years ago. Looking at Christ, who came to earth to give us his peace, we celebrate on New Year's Day the "World Day of Peace", begun by Pope Paul VI 38 years ago. In my first Message for this occasion, I wanted to take up once more this year a recurring theme in the Magisterium of my venerable Predecessors, beginning with the memorable Encyclical Pacem in Terris of Bl. John XXIII:  the theme of truth as the foundation of authentic peace. "In truth, peace":  this is the motto that I propose for the reflection of every person of good will. When man allows himself to be enlightened by the splendour of truth, he inwardly becomes a courageous peacemaker. We learn a great lesson from this liturgical season that we are living:  to welcome the gift of peace, we must open ourselves to the truth that is revealed in the person of Jesus, who taught us the "content" and "method" of peace, that is, love. Indeed, God, who is perfect and subsisting Love, has revealed himself in Jesus, embracing our human condition. In this way he has also pointed out to us the way of peace:  dialogue, forgiveness, solidarity. This is the only path that leads to true peace”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 1/1/2006 - righe 15, parole 234)

4 January 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN – “Working for progress – something we all desire – means working to bring people to Christ along the line of real progress”: the Pope catechesis during first general audience of the year  
Vatican City (Fides Service)  – Because of the large crowds of people who came to see the Pope, the Audience was held first in the Paul VI Hall and then in St Peter’s Basilica to address those who did not find room in the Hall. Nella catechesi, dedicata al Cantico “Cristo fu generato prima di ogni creatura, è il primogenito di coloro che risuscitano dai morti” (Col 1,3-.12-20), il Santo Padre ha parlato del “progresso della storia” inteso come “tutto ciò che ci avvicina a Cristo e ci avvicina all’umanità unita, al vero umanesimo”. Ma “lavorare per il progresso - cosa che vogliamo tutti - significa lavorare per l’avvicinamento degli uomini a Cristo, andando nella linea del vero progresso”. Papa Ratzinger, commentando un passaggio della lettera di San Paolo ai Colossesi, ha spiegato che “la storia ha una meta, ha una direzione e va verso l’umanità unita in Cristo. “La storia va verso l’uomo perfetto e verso l’umanesimo perfetto”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 4/1/2006 - righe 20, parole 298)
Links:

Il testo integrale del discorso del Santo Padre

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=446
6 January 2006 - Omelia  durante la Messa della Solennità dell’Epifania

VATICANO – L’Epifania è un “mistero di luce, simbolicamente indicata dalla stella che guidò il viaggio dei Magi”: le parole del Santo Padre Benedetto XVI durante l’omelia nella Solennità dell’Epifania

Città del Vaticano (Agenzia Fides) – Erano numerosi i fedeli presenti nella basilica di San Pietro per la Solennità dell’Epifania del Signore, venerdì 6 January. Il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ha definito l’Epifania come un “mistero di luce, simbolicamente indicata dalla stella che guidò il viaggio dei Magi”. “Ma la vera sorgente luminosa - ha sottolineato Benedetto XVI - è però Cristo. E la Chiesa è chiamata a far risplendere nel mondo la luce di Cristo, riflettendola in se stessa come la luna riflette la luce del sole”. E questo anche se coloro che fanno parte della Chiesa avvertono tutta l’insufficienza della propria condizione umana, segnata dal peccato. Benedetto XVI ha ripetuto che la Chiesa è sì santa, ma è anche formata da uomini e donne “con i loro limiti e i loro errori”. Per questo si deve guardare a Cristo: “Lui solo - ha spiegato il Pontefice nell’omelia - donandoci lo Spirito Santo può trasformare la nostra miseria e rinnovarci costantemente”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 6/1/2006 - righe 9, parole 184)
Links:

Il testo integrale del discorso del Santo Padre

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=447
6 January 2006 - Angelus

VATICANO – Tutti sono chiamati a guardare a Cristo, anche i bambini: nella Solennità dell’Epifania il Santo Padre Benedetto XVI ricorda la Giornata dell’Infanzia Missionaria 

Città del Vaticano (Agenzia Fides) - Tutti sono chiamati a guardare a Cristo, anche i bambini. Lo ha detto Papa Benedetto XVI a mezzogiorno, affacciandosi dopo la Messa celebrata nella Basilica Vaticana, dalla finestra del suo appartamento privato per la recita dell’Angelus. Il Santo Padre ha ricordato che nel giorno dell’Epifania si celebra anche la “Giornata missionaria dei bambini” promossa dalle Pontificie Opere Missionarie, ed ha detto di contare molto sulla preghiera dei bambini e sulla loro missione di aiutare altri bambini e avvicinarli alla fede cristiana. Il Papa ha anche parlato dei Magi, questi “misteriosi personaggi venuti dall’Oriente” che, come il milione di giovani che questa estate hanno partecipato alla Giornata Mondiale della Gioventù di Colonia, si sono incamminati per andare ad adorare Gesù. L’invito esplicito, rivolto ieri dal Pontefice all’Angelus, è stato il medesimo proposto il 18 agosto scorso “ai giovani riuniti sulle rive del Reno”. E cioè: “Spalancate il vostro cuore a Dio, lasciatevi sorprendere da Cristo!”. E poi un ultimo desiderio del Papa: che tutta la Chiesa respiri “come a Colonia, l’atmosfera di “epifania” e di autentico impegno missionario suscitato dalla manifestazione di Cristo”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 6/1/2006 - righe 13, parole 195)
Links:

Il testo integrale del discorso del Santo Padre

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=448
8 January 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - May the feast of the Baptism of the Lord be an opportune occasion for Christians to rediscover with joy the beauty of their Baptism which, if lived with faith, is a reality always relevant: Pope Benedict XVI says at the Angelus prayer

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the Sunday on which the Church celebrates the feast of the Baptism of Jesus, at the end of the liturgical season of Christmas, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI called Christians to contemplate Jesus and so rediscover the beauty of Christian baptism. After celebrating Mass and administrating the sacrament of baptism to ten babies in the Sistine Chapel the Holy Father came to his window to pray the Angelus prayer with the crowds gathered in St Peter’s Square and to bless them.

When Jesus was baptised in the River Jordan – the Pope said – the Holy Spirit descended upon him in the form of a dove and John the Baptist recognised Him as the Christ, "the Lamb of God" who comes to take away the sin of the world. Therefore the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan is another "epiphany", a manifestation of the Messianic identity of the Lord and of his work of redemption which will culminate in another  "baptism" that of his death and resurrection through which the whole world will be purified in the fire of divine mercy”. 

Referring to the baptism of the babies earlier in the morning Pope Benedict XVI said “the baptism of infants expresses and realises the mystery of new birth in divine life in Christ... the gift received by the infants must be welcomed by them freely and responsibly when they become adults: this process of maturation will lead them to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation which in fact confirms that of Baptism and places on each the seal of the Holy Spirit.

The Pope then said: “may the feast of the Baptism of the Lord be an opportune occasion for Christians to rediscover with joy the beauty of their Baptism which, if lived with faith, is a reality always relevant: may it renews us continually in the image of the new man, holy in thought and deed. Baptism unites Christians of all confessions. As baptised Christians we are all children of God in Jesus Christ, our Master and Lord. May Our Lady help us to be ever more aware of the value of our Baptism and to bear witness to it with a worthy style of life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/1/2006 – righe 25, parole 368)

See the Pope’s address

Links:

See the Pope’s address
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=428
9 January 2006 – Audience Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See 
VATICAN - “The Church’s task is none other than to spread the message of Christ, who came, as Saint Paul writes in the Letter to the Ephesians, to proclaim peace to those who are far away and to those who are near”: The Pope’s address to the Diplomatic Corps

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Monday 9 January the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI granted the traditional New Year audience to the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See. In his address the Pope underlined the “common mission” of Ambassadors and the Holy See that of peace and said “the many grave problems that afflict today’s world are of concern to the Diplomatic Corps and to the Holy See and the Catholic Church throughout the world “in solidarity with every form of suffering, with every hope and with every effort that accompanies human history. The Church’s task is none other than to spread the message of Christ, who came, as Saint Paul writes in the Letter to the Ephesians, to proclaim peace to those who are far away and to those who are near (cfr 2,17). And you, esteemed Diplomatic Representatives of your peoples, according to your statutes you have this among your noble goals: to promote friendly international relations. On this foundation, true peace can develop.” 

Reflecting on the situation in the world today where there are conflicts and wars but also courageous efforts to promote peace, the Holy Father dwelt on four main points in his address of which we give excerpts.

The first: commitment for the truth is the soul of justice. “Those who are committed to truth cannot fail to reject the law of might, which is based on a lie and has so frequently marked human history, nationally and internationally, with tragedy. The lie often parades itself as truth, but in reality it is always selective and tendentious, selfishly designed to manipulate people, and finally subject them. Political systems of the past, but not only the past, offer a bitter illustration of this.… This search for truth leads you at the same time to assert vigorously what there is in common, pertaining to the very nature of persons, of all peoples and cultures, and this must be equally respected. And when these aspects of diversity and equality - distinct but complementary - are known and recognised, then problems can be resolved and disagreements settled according to justice, and profound and lasting understandings are possible. On the other hand, when one of them is misinterpreted or not given its due importance, it is then that misunderstanding arises, together with conflict, and the temptation to use overpowering violence . There seems to me to be an almost paradigmatic illustration of these considerations at that nerve point of the world scene, which is the Holy Land. There, the State of Israel has to be able to exist peacefully in conformity with the norms of international law; there, equally, the Palestinian people has to be able to develop serenely its own democratic institutions for a free and prosperous future. The same considerations take on a wider application in today’s global context, in which attention has rightly been drawn to the danger of a clash of civilisations. The danger is made more acute by organised terrorism, which has already spread over the whole planet. Its causes are many and complex, not least those to do with political ideology, combined with aberrant religious ideas. Terrorism does not hesitate to strike defenceless people, without discrimination, or to impose inhuman blackmail, causing panic among entire populations, in order to force political leaders to support the designs of the terrorists. No situation can justify such criminal activity, which covers the perpetrators with infamy, and it is all the more deplorable when it hides behind religion, thereby bringing the pure truth of God down to the level of the terrorists’ own blindness and moral perversion.”

The second point: commitment to truth establishes and strengthens the right to freedom. “Man’s unique grandeur is ultimately based on his capacity to know the truth. And human beings desire to know the truth. Yet truth can only be attained in freedom. This is the case with all truth, as is clear from the history of science; but it is eminently the case with those truths in which man himself, man as such, is at stake, the truths of the spirit, the truths about good and evil, about the great goals and horizons of life, about our relationship with God. These truths cannot be attained without profound consequences for the way we live our lives. And once freely appropriated, they demand in turn an ample sphere of freedom if they are to be lived out in a way befitting every dimension of human life… In the development of international law today, it is becoming increasingly clear that no Government can feel free to neglect its duty to ensure suitable conditions of freedom for its own citizens without thereby damaging its credibility to speak out on international problems… Fundamental human rights are the same on every latitude; and among them, pride of place must be given to the right to freedom of religion, since it involves the most important of human relationships: our relationship with God. To all those responsible for the life of Nations I wish to state: if you do not fear truth, you need not fear freedom! The Holy See, in calling for true freedom for the Catholic Church everywhere, also calls for that freedom for everyone..”

The third point: commitment to truth opens the way to forgiveness and reconciliation.. “Asking for forgiveness, and granting forgiveness, which is likewise an obligation – since everyone is included in the Lord’s admonition: let him or her who is without sin cast the first stone! (cf. Jn 8:7) – are indispensable elements for peace. In this way our memory is purified, our hearts are made serene, and our gaze is clearly fixed on what the truth demands if we are to cultivate thoughts of peace.… One thinks immediately of the birthplace of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, who had a message of peace and forgiveness for all; one thinks of Lebanon, whose people must rediscover, with the support of international solidarity, their historic vocation to promote sincere and fruitful cooperation between different faith communities; and of the whole Middle East, especially Iraq, the cradle of great civilisations, which in these past years has suffered daily from violent acts of terrorism. One thinks of Africa, particularly the countries of the Great Lakes region, still affected by the tragic consequences of the fratricidal wars of recent years; of the defenceless people of Darfur, subjected to deplorable violence, with dangerous international repercussions; and of so many other countries throughout the world which are the theatre of violent conflict.”.

The final point: commitment to peace opens up new hopes. “peace… is not merely the silence of arms; it is, much more, a peace which can encourage new energies within international relations which in turn become a means of maintaining peace. But this will be the case only if they correspond to the truth about man and his dignity. Consequently one cannot speak of peace in situations where human beings are lacking even the basic necessities for living with dignity. Here my thoughts turn to the limitless multitudes who are suffering from starvation. They cannot be said to be living in peace, even though they are not in a state of war: indeed they are defenceless victims of war. Immediately there come to mind distressing images of huge camps throughout the world of displaced persons and refugees, who are living in makeshift conditions in order to escape a worse fate, yet are still in dire need. Are these human beings not our brothers and sisters? Do their children not come into the world with the same legitimate expectations of happiness as other children? One thinks also of all those who are driven by unworthy living conditions to emigrate far from home and family in the hope of a more humane life. Nor can we overlook the scourge of human trafficking, which remains a disgrace in our time. Faced with these “humanitarian emergencies” and other human tragedies, many people of good will, along with different international institutions and non-governmental organisations, have in fact responded.

… And truth demands that none of the prosperous States renounce its own responsibility and duty to provide help through drawing more generously upon its own resources. On the basis of available statistical data, it can be said that less than half of the immense sums spent world wide on armaments would be more than sufficient to liberate the immense masses of the poor from destitution. This challenges humanity’s conscience. To peoples living below the poverty line, more as a result of situations to do with international political, commercial and cultural relations than as a result of circumstances beyond anyone’s control, our common commitment to truth can and must give new hope.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/1/2006 – righe 92;  parole 1.389)

See the Pope address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=429
11 January 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching on Psalm 143: while aware that he is weak and far from the splendour of God, the psalmist discovers “Emmanuel God-with-us who for Christians has the loving face of Jesus Christ, God made man”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning at the General Audience held in the Paul VI Audience Hall  Pope Benedict XVI resumed his teaching on the psalms and canticles prayed in the Liturgy of the Hours, reflecting today on the first part of  Psalm 143 (1-8 – “A King’s prayer for victory and peace” – vespers Thursday week 4).

The first part of the hymn praises the king who represents “the shining and glorious figure of the Messiah, whose victory is no longer a warlike-political event, but an intervention of liberation from evil” the Pope said and explained: “The «messiah» - meaning in Hebrew  the «anointed one», as also the sovereign – is replaced by the «Messiah» par excellence who in the new Christian interpretation has the face of Jesus Christ «son of David, son of Abram»”.

The hymn opens with an exclamation to praise the Lord who is “celebrated with a brief litany of salvific titles”. “Before the Lord Almighty the psalmist, despite his royal dignity, feels weak and fragile. He then makes a profession of humility... he is aware in fact that he is merely «a breath», a passing shadow, fragile and inconsistent, submerged in the flow of time and marked by the limits proper to every creature.” Then with regard to the psalmist’s profession of humility the Holy Father quoted  Origen with these words: “The psalm which started with our realisation that we are weak and far from the splendour of God, closes with a surprise: Emmanuel is with us! Let us rejoice in our privilege to recognise the Lord and to encounter his loving face!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/1/2006, righe 20, parole 288)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=430
12 January 2006 – Audience New Catechuman Way
VATICAN

Pope Benedict XVI receives New Catechumen Way communities including two hundred families about to go on mission: “in a world searching for human certainties and earthly security you show that Christ is the firm rock”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Dear families, the crucifix you receive will be your inseparable travelling companion as you proclaim with your missionary activity that there is salvation only in Jesus Christ, who died and is risen. You will be his humble and joyful witnesses walking the roads of all continents in simplicity and poverty, sustained by unceasing prayer, listening to the Word of God and nourished by participation in the liturgical life of the particular Churches to whom you are sent”. Pope Benedict XVI said to about two hundred families of the New Catechumen Way whom he received in a special audience with the Way’s founders Spaniards Kiko Argüello and Carmen Hernández and spiritual director Italian Fr Mario Pezzi.

In his address the Pope recalled that the special "mission” given to these families who will go to various countries, mainly in Latin America  “is part of new evangelisation in which precisely families play an important role”. The Pope reminded them that since they are sent by the Successor of St Peter their apostolic work is at the heart of the Church in total harmony with the Pope’s instructions and in communion with the particular Churches they go. 

Pope Benedict XVI reminded those present of the “importance of the liturgy, especially the Holy Mass for evangelisation” and  that “the centrality of the mystery of Christ celebrated in liturgical rites constitutes a privileged and indispensable means of building communities of active and persevering Christians”. In this regard he mentioned a recent Instruction issued in his name by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the  Discipline of the Sacraments on matters to be observed or avoided in the celebration of the Eucharist: “I am certain that you will observe these norms which refer to what is laid down in the Church’s approved liturgical books – the Pope said -. By faithfully observing every instruction of the Church you will render ever more effective your apostolate in harmony and full communion with the Pope and the Bishops of all the different dioceses”. 

Among the abundant pastoral fruits harvested by the New Catechumen Way the Holy Father mentioned numerous vocations to the priesthood and the consecrated life. “Today however it is especially to the family that our attention is turned. Today over 200 of them are about to be sent on mission; these families will set out with little human  support, but they can rely on Divine Providence. Dear families, with your story you demonstrate that the Lord never abandons those who trust in Him. Continue to spread the Gospel of life … In a world searching for human certainties and earthly security show that Christ is the firm rock on which to build one’s life and that trust in him is never disappointed”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/1/2006 – righe 31;  parole 448)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=431
15 January 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Christ is the same, yesterday, today and always, but we, the world and history, are never the same and He comes to give us his communion and the fullness of life”: seek Christ and find him says Pope Benedict XVI at Sunday’s midday Angelus prayer 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In his reflection before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 15 January Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on two verbs of ‘special significance’ “seeking” and “finding”  taken from the Sunday Gospel according to St John which tells of Jesus’ first encounter with men who will later become his apostles.

“From today’s Gospel we can take these two verbs and obtain a fundamental indication for the new year– the Pope said - , which we wish to be a time for renewing our spiritual walking with Jesus in the joy of seeking and finding him again and again. In fact authentic joy lies in a relationship with Him, whom we encounter, follow, know and love thanks to a continual tending of mind and heart. To be a disciple of Christ: is sufficient for the Christian”. The Pope went on to say that  “even in times of darkness and in the hardest trials when faith comes up against dark nights in which the presence of God is neither ‘felt’ nor ‘heard’ , friendship with Jesus guarantees that truly nothing can ever separate us from his love”. “See and find Christ, inexhaustible source of truth and life: the word of God invites us to resume at the beginning of this new year, this journey of faith which is never ended… For the believer there is always unceasing seeking and a new finding, because Christ is the same yesterday, today and always, but we, the world, history are never the same and He comes to give us his communion and fullness of life” the Pope said.

After the Marian prayer, the Pope recalled that 15 January is for the Catholic Church the annual Day for Migrants and Refugees and he said “migrations are a very widespread phenomenon in the world today: they are a ‘sign of the times” and “the Church invites people to see the positive side of this sign of the times, putting aside all forms of discrimination, injustice and contempt for the human person, because every man and woman is the image of God”. For the diocese of Rome it was also the Day for Catholic Schools. Addressing thousands of Catholic school children and teachers gathered in St Peter’s Square to receive his blessing Pope Benedict XVI  encouraged them to  “persevere in the commitment to provide integral education which unites quality instruction with the Christian understanding of the human person and society”. He also said he hoped family/school collaboration would continue and that “full recognition” would be given to the “service guaranteed by Catholic schools”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/1/2006 – righe 27, parole 398)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=432
18 January 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching on the first day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: “brothers and sisters let us continue to pray because we know that the holy cause to re-establish unity among Christians is beyond our poor human capabilities and that definitively unity is a gift of God”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During the General Audience this morning in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican, Pope Benedict XVI spoke about the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity which started today. This “important opportunity to reflect on the tragedy of the division within the Christian community and to pray with Jesus himself that «all may be one, that the world may believe»” the Pope explained, “involves in different forms, times and ways, Catholics Orthodox and Protestants united in faith in Jesus Christ, the only Lord and Saviour”. Pope Benedict XVI underlined that “prayer for unity is part of the central nucleus which Vatican II calls «the soul of the whole ecumenical movement» (Unitatis redintegratio, 8), nucleus which comprises public and private prayer, conversion of heart and holiness of life”. At the centre of the ecumenical question we find in fact “obedience to the Gospel in doing the will of God with his necessary and effective help”.

Referring once again to the Second Vatican Council’s decree on ecumenism, Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the “elements which despite permanent division still unite Christians, and enable them to raise a common prayer to God. This communion in Christ sustains the whole ecumenical movement and indicates the goal of the search for the unity of all Christians in the Church of God. This distinguishes the ecumenical movement from every other initiative of dialogue and relations with other religions and ideologies”. Common prayers said all over the world, at this time or also at Pentecost, express “a common will to work to re-establish full communion among all Christians”. Lastly the Holy Father  invited those present to “thank the Lord for the new situation reached with great effort by ecumenical relations between Christians in newly found brotherhood, for bonds of solidarity established, for growth in communion and for points of convergence achieved – certainly in varying degrees– among different dialogues ”. Looking to the future Pope Benedict XVI ended his teaching with this call: “let us continue to pray because we know that the holy cause to re-establish unity among Christians is beyond our poor human capabilities and that definitively unity is a gift of God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/1/2006, righe 26, parole 377)

See the Pope’s teaching    

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=433
20 January 2006 – Audiencealla Comunità dell’Almo Collegio Capranica

VATICAN - “There is need for well-trained and courageous priests who, without ambition or fear but convinced of gospel truth, make the announcement of Christ their first concern and, in His name, are ready to reach out to human suffering”: Pope Benedict receives the community of Almo Collegio Capranica
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Pope Benedict XVI today received the rector and students of the diocesan seminary of Rome, the Almo Collegio Capranica on the eve of the feast day of their patroness St Agnes. The Almo Collegio forms students to the priesthood for Rome, other Italian dioceses and the rest of the world. In his address the Pope said: “This is a very important period of your life, the time of your formation, an opportune time to grow humanly, culturally and spiritually… The College is organised to help you prepare for your future pastoral mission: prayer, time for reflection, study, community life and support of your formators … During these years strive to take advantage of every opportunity to bear effective witness to the Gospel among the men and women of our day”.


The Holy Father also recalled that Capranica College is part of the life of Rome diocese and has always been closely connected in fidelity to the Bishop of Rome. Moreover the opportunity to undertake theological studies in Rome offers a chance to open to the needs of the universal Church. “In order to respond to the expectations of modern society, and to cooperate in the immense evangelical activity that involves all Christians, there is need for well-trained and courageous priests who, without ambition or fear but convinced of gospel truth, make the announcement of Christ their first concern and, in His name, are ready to reach out to human suffering, bringing the comfort of God's love and the warmth of the ecclesial family to everyone, especially the poor and those undergoing difficulties.”. 

To reach this goal the Holy Father indicated the following requisites: human maturation, diligent adhesion to the revealed truth, serious commitment for personal sanctification and the exercise of virtues, communion with the different components of the People of God so that in each may grow in awareness of being part of the Body of Christ. “To achieve all this I invite you dear friends to keep your eyes on Christ, the author and perfecter of the faith (cfr Heb12,2). The more you remain in communion with Him, the more able you will be faithfully to follow His footsteps”.

Lastly the Holy Father assured the Capranica community of his prayers and he asked for the intercession of young St Agnes “who resisted flattery and threats, chose for her treasure the precious "pearl" of the Kingdom and loved Christ to the point of martyrdom”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/1/2006 – righe 28;  parole 398)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=434
22 January 2006 - Angelus
VATICAN - Angelus of Benedict XVI during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: “We know not how, or when, because it is not given to us to know, but we can be sure that one day we will be “one” as Jesus and the Father are united in the Holy Spirit”. Appeal for peace in Côte d'Ivoire.

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Half way through the annual "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ", 18 to 25 January, on Sunday 22 January Pope Benedict XVI devoted his midday Angelus reflection to the theme of  ecumenism. The Week of Prayer for Christianity Unity started in the last century , “has known positive development becoming increasingly an ecumenical period of reference  in which Christians of different confessions all over the world pray and reflect on the same Biblical passage” the Pope explained recalling this year’s theme chosen from the Gospel of St Matthew, where Jesus says: “Again, (amen,) I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Mt 18,19-20).

Pope Benedict XVI then emphasised the confidence and hope instilled by these words of the Lord: “We understand then how important it is for us as Christians to invoke the gift of unity with perseverance and constancy. If we do this with faith we can be certain that our request will be granted. We know not how, or when, because it is not given to us to know, but we can be sure that one day we will be “one” as Jesus and the Father are united in the Holy Spirit”… “God is love and only if we convert to Him and listen to his Word can we be united in the one Mystical Body of Christ” he said. The Holy Father recalled that the expression  "God is love", in Latin "Deus caritas est", is also the title of his first encyclical which will be released on 25 January, the feast of the Conversion of St Paul. “I am happy that this will coincide with the last day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity– the Pope said - : on that day I will go to the Basilica of Saint Paul to preside Vespers at which representatives of other Churches and communions will take part. May Our Lady, Mother of the Church, intercede for us”.

After the Angelus, the Pope congratulated his own Corps of Swiss Guards who celebrate this year the 500th anniversary of their arrival in Rome to defend the Pope and the Apostolic Palace. A guard of honour was present to receive his blessing in St Peter’s Square as they did 500 years ago to receive the blessing of Pope Julius II : “Recalling that historical event I am happy to greet the members of this valiant corps upon whomI gladly impart a special Apostolic Blessing as a sign of appreciation and gratitude”. Lastly the Pope called for peace in Côte d'Ivoire saying: “Among much concern for the international situations, my thoughts return today to Africa and Côte d'Ivoire in particular, where there is persisting tension between the country’s different social and political components. I warmly invite all to continue constructive dialogue to promote reconciliation and peace. I entrust these intentions to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, so loved the people of Côte d'Ivoire.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/1/2006 – righe 34, parole 506)

See the Pope’s address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=435
24 January 2006 - Message per la Giornata Mondiale delle Comunicazioni Sociali 2006
VATICAN - The Media: A Network for Communication, Communion and Cooperation –Pope Benedict XVI's Message for the World Day of Social Communications 2006 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “In the wake of the fortieth-anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, I am happy to recall its Decree on the Means of Social Communication, Inter Mirifica, which in particular recognised the power of the media to influence the whole of human society. The need to harness that power for the benefit of all mankind has prompted me, in this my first message for World Communications Day, to reflect briefly on the idea of the media as a network facilitating communication, communion, and cooperation”. This is the first paragraph of Benedict XVI's first Message for the World Day of Social Communications, which this year is due to be celebrated on May 28, on the theme: "The Media: A Network for Communication, Communion and Cooperation." The Holy Father's Message, made public January 24 Feast of St. Francis de Sales, patron saint of journalists, has been published in Italian, English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese.

Although technological progress in the media allow people separated by great distances to enter into instantaneous and direct contact, “Daily we are reminded that immediacy of communication does not necessarily translate into the building of cooperation and communion in society.” the Holy Father says. “Authentic communication demands principled courage and resolve. It requires a determination of those working in the media not to wilt under the weight of so much information nor even to be content with partial or provisional truths”. 

Calling on the media to be “responsible - to be the protagonist of truth and promoter of the peace that ensues” the Holy Father underlines “Alongside the provision of a "great round table" for dialogue, certain tendencies within the media engender a kind of monoculture that dims creative genius, deflates the subtlety of complex thought and undervalues the specificity of cultural practices and the particularity of religious belief. These are distortions that occur when the media industry becomes self-serving or solely profit-driven, losing the sense of accountability to the common good.”. Stressing the need to guarantee “Accurate reporting of events, full explanation of matters of public concern, and fair representation of diverse points of view”. It is particularly important today to “uphold and support marriage and family life ... In cooperation with parents, the social communications and entertainment industries can assist in the difficult but sublimely satisfying vocation of bringing up children, through presenting edifying models of human life and love”. 

The Pope then reiterates the importance of three steps, identified by Pope John Paul II, “necessary for service of the common good: formation, participation and dialogue”. “Formation in the responsible and critical use of the media helps people to use them intelligently and appropriately

… As a public service, social communication requires a spirit of cooperation and co-responsibility with vigorous accountability of the use of public resources and the performance of roles of public trust (cf. Ethics in Communications, 20), including recourse to regulatory standards and other measures or structures designed to effect this goal. Finally, the promotion of dialogue through the exchange of learning, the expression of solidarity and the espousal of peace presents a great opportunity for the mass media which must be recognised and exercised.”.

Pope Benedict XVI concludes “I am confident that serious efforts to promote these three steps will assist the media to develop soundly as a network of communication, communion and cooperation, helping men, women and children, to become more aware of the dignity of the human person, more responsible, and more open to others especially the neediest and the weakest members of society”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/1/2006 righe 43, parole 548)

See message in English

http://www.fides.org/eng/magistero/2006/bxvi_mess_240106.html
25 January 2006 – Presentation of Encyclical Letter “Deus caritas est”

VATICAN - Presented today, first Encyclical of Pope Benedict on Christian love: “Deus Caritas est”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the John Paul II Hall of the Holy See Press Office this morning at midday there was the official presentation of the first encyclical written by Pope Benedict XVI "Deus Caritas est" dated 25 December 2005.  The encyclical was presented by Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Archbishop William Joseph Levada, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, and Archbishop Paul Josef Cordes, president of the Pontifical Council "Cor Unum”. The encyclical consist of two parts. The first is a theological-philosophical reflection on <love> in its different dimensions, the second is about the concrete exercising of Jesus’ commandment to love others. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2006 – righe 9, parole 120) 

25 January 2006 – General Audience
VATICAN - Weekly teaching of Pope Benedict XVI: psalm 143: blessed the people « whose God is the Lord », “a people who does not renounce its faith and spiritual and moral values”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During his weekly audience this morning in the Paul VI Hall, Pope Benedict XVI illustrated the second part of Psalm 143  (the King’s Prayer – Vespers Thursday week 4. “We have the entry on the scene of the figure of the «anointed one» the «Consecrated one» par excellence Jesus who draws all to himself to make them all "one" (cfr Jn 17,11.21). In fact the scene which dominates the hymn will be marked by prosperity and peace, typical symbols of the messianic era ” the Pope explained.

At the end of history “at last the voice of evil will be silent, evil which the psalmist describes  as «falsity» and «taking false oaths», indicating idolatry… But this negative space is followed by a greater positive dimension of a new happy which is to come”. In the new world of messianic «peace» the psalmist proposes a series of pictures of social life which instil hope for a more just society”: first of all the family, then economic life, the countryside with its fruits, flocks at pasture, farm animals, the city, the civil community which “at last enjoys the precious gift of peace and public quiet”. 

This world so different from reality is possible, “it is entrusted to the Messiah and to his people” the Pope said. “All together we can accomplish this project for harmony and peace, stopping the destruction of hatred, violence and war. But we must make a decision and take God’s side of love and justice. The Psalm ends with a blessing for the people «whose God is the Lord », a people who does not renounce its faith and spiritual and moral values”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2006, righe 26, parole 377)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=437
25 January 2006 – Homily at St Paul’s at vespers to close the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
VATICAN - “Unity is our common mission; it is the condition for the light of Christ to spread ever more effectively to every corner of the earth and for men and women to convert their hearts and be saved”: Pope Benedict XVI’s homily at the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Deus caritas est (1 Jn 4,8.16), God is love. Upon this solid rock rests the whole faith of the Church. And in a special way it is the basis of patient striving for full communion among all Christ’s disciples: with our eyes firmly fixed upon this truth, the core of divine revelation, divisions, while maintaining their painful gravity, appear superable and we are not discourage by them”. Pope Benedict XVI said this on January 25 at the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in St Paul’s Basilica where he presided Vespers in the presence of Christians of various different denominations and thousands of local Catholics from Rome and various parts of the world

“Love is the theme of my first Encyclical  – the Pope said in his homily -, released today at the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and this happy coincidence is a call to consider our coming together and indeed the entire ecumenical journey in the light of God’s love, of Love who is God... Authentic love does not eliminate differences, instead it harmonises them in a more superior unity which is not imposed from outside but which from inside shapes, so to say, the whole. This is the mystery of communion which, just as it unites a man and a woman in the community of love and life of marriage, so too it shapes the Church as a community of love, composing in unity a multiform wealth of gifts and traditions. At the service of this unity of love the Church of Rome, as Saint Ignatius of Antioch says, ‘presides in charity’ ”. 

Reflecting on the liturgical readings proclaimed at the Vespers the Pope pointed out that they were closely linked by the theme of love: “In the first divine charity is the power which transforms the life of Saul of Tarsus making him the Apostle of the nations...in the Gospel passage of Mark love works as a principle which unites Christians and ensures that their unanimous prayer will be heard by the heavenly Father … agreement in prayer is therefore important for the prayer to be granted by the heavenly Father. The act of asking together is already a step towards the requested unity. On no account does this mean that God’s reply is determined by our request. We know well: our longed for unity depends first of all on the will of God, whose plan and generosity are beyond human understanding, requests and aspirations.”

At the end of the homily the Holy Father said he was filled with “immense joy at the sight of such a large assembly at prayer imploring in a ‘symphonic’ manner the gift of unity” and he greeted warmly the representatives of other Churches and ecclesial communities and also delegates of Europe’s Churches, Bishops’ Conferences, Christian communities and ecumenical bodies who have started preparations for the Third European Ecumenical Meeting scheduled to be haled in Sibiu, in Rumania, in September 2007. “Yes, dear brothers and sisters, we Christians have the task of being, in Europe and among all peoples the ‘light of the world’ – the Pope said.  May God grant us to reach soon the longed for full communion. The re-composition of our unity will render more effective. evangelisation Unity is our common mission; it is the condition for the light of Christ to spread more effectively to every corner of the world, for men and women to convert their hearts and be saved” At the end of the homily Pope Benedict XVI urged those present  “not to lose heart” at the sight of the long road ahead “indeed with more enthusiasm let us we resume our journey together. Christ goes before us and walks at our side.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/1/2006 – righe 43, parole 641)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=438
27 January 2006 – Audience to first group of Bishops from DR Congo at the end of the ad limina visit
VATICAN - Pope Benedict receives Bishops of Congo Kinshasa: “Church of God in the Democratic Republic of Congo, never lose the joy of believing and sharing the Gospel of Christ our Saviour!

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Friday 27 January Pope Benedict XVI received a group of Catholic Bishops from Democratic Congo. In his address the Pope said “In recent years your country has experienced bloody conflicts  which left profound scars on the memory of your people. During the tragedy which affected mainly the eastern part of the country, you denounced with vigorous messages the oppression committed, calling on local authorities to show responsibility and courage in order to allow the people to live in peace and security. I encourage you to work together and with audacity to keep watch and accompany the progress currently being made”. The Bishops, who came from the ecclesiastical provinces of Kinshasa, Mbandaka-Bikoro and Kananga, were in Rome for the five yearly ad limina visit which all Catholic Bishops make to pray at the tombs of St Peter and Saint Paul the apostles and report to the Holy Father on the joys and sufferings of their local Churches.
Among the important events in recent years for the Church in Congo, the Pope mentioned the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 and the 10th anniversary of the publication of the post-synodal apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Africa. “Since some dioceses are celebrating the centenary of their evangelisation– said Pope Benedict XVI -, I hope each of you will take stock of the central question of announcing the Gospel and draw pastoral consequences for the life of the local Catholic community”. And he urged them: “I encourage you through the example and probity of your life deeply united with Christ, to proclaim without a pause the Gospel of Christ and let yourselves be renewed by Him, remembering that the Church lives of the Gospel, incessantly drawing from it orientation for her journey”. 

With regard to in-depth evangelisation of the faithful the Holy Father mentioned as an example the numerous “Basic (vibrant)  Ecclesial Communities”, present all over the dioceses which “well reflect this in-depth evangelisation that renders the faithful more adult in their faith” and are also “a valid barrier against the offensive of sects which take advantage of the credulity of the faithful and lead them astray”. This is why the Bishops must “give special care” to the ongoing formation of  BEC  leaders “to ensure that these Communities are truly missionary, willing not only to welcome the Gospel of Christ  but also to bear witness to it to the world”. The Pope stressed the need at this decisive time for Congo to remind lay Catholics of the “urgent duty to work for the renewal of the temporal order”. 

The Holy Father made special mention of the priests of Congo, diocesan and those who belong to Institutes, thanking them  for their “often heroic service”. And he urged the Bishops to be close to their priests  “developing a capacity for trustful dialogue” and showing concern “for their human, intellectual and spiritual growth”, urging them to strive for perfection in the spiritual and moral life. “Be concerned also for their on-going formation that they may penetrate the mystery of Christ ever more deeply. May they illuminate the consciences of the faithful and build up Christian communities which are strong and missionary and have as their root and centre the Eucharist which they preside in the person of Christ!... I urge you to build ever deeper bonds with your diocesan priests… continuing conflict can at time have a negative effect on the unity of the clergy, fostering tribal rivalry and power struggles which are obstacles to the building up of the Body of Christ and a source of confusion for the faithful”. Bishops have the delicate task of being constantly attentive to the quality of the formation of future priests and also the responsibility to accompany and discern priestly vocations. “This is true particularly in the selection of formation staff whose demanding work I praise, around them under the authority of the rector the seminary community is built”. At the end of his address the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops of Congo with these words: “I thank God for the generous work of all the artificers of evangelisation, including many missionaries who helped your Church to take root and grow. Today I urge you to carry on the bold evangelisation started by your predecessors. Church of God in the Democratic Republic of Congo, never lose the joy of believing and sharing the Gospel of Christ our Saviour!”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/1/2006, righe 50, parole 705)
See the Pope’s address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=439
29 January 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN -  Benedict XVI at the midday Angelus prayer recalls “the importance of consecrated life as expression and school of charity” and on World Leprosy Day he encourages “missionaries, healthcare workers and volunteers working on this frontier of service to humanity” 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The importance of consecrated life “expression and school of charity” was the principle theme of Pope Benedict XVI’s reflection before the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 29 January. “In the Encyclical published last Wednesday, referring to the primacy of charity in the life of every Christian and that the Church I recalled that the privileged witnesses of this primacy are the Saints who, though in many different ways, made their whole life a hymn to God who is Love” the Pope said mentioning the Saints whose feast days occur at this time of the year, St Paul and the disciples Timothy and Titus, saint Angela Merici, saint Thomas Aquinas, saint John Bosco. 

Theses saints all very different, who lived at different times and engaged in many different works, said Benedict XVI edified the history of the Church “which is a history of holiness, inspired by Love which has its source in God. In fact only supernatural charity, which pours ever new from the heart of Christ, can explain the wondrous flourishing down through the centuries of religious orders and institutes both male and female and other forms of consecrated life”. The Pope then underlined “the importance of consecrated life as expression and school of charity” and recalling that on 2 February the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple the Church celebrates the annual Day of Consecrated Life, the Pope invited all the religious and consecrated persons in Rome to join him for the evening celebration of the Eucharist in St Peter’s Basilica: “Together we will thank God for the gift of consecrated life and pray that it may continue to be in the world an eloquent sign of His merciful love”.

After the Angelus prayer, the Pope mentioned that it was the World Leprosy Day : “I wish to send a special greeting to those who suffer from this disease and I encourage missionaries, healthcare workers and volunteers working on this frontier of service to humanity. Leprosy is a symptom of a serious and more widespread evil, poverty. Therefore following my Predecessors, I renew the call to leaders of nations to unite efforts to overcome the serious unbalances which penalise a great part of humanity.”

The Pope offered another special greeting to Polish pilgrims present in St Peter’s Square expressing his sympathy for the terrible accident in Katowice in which many people were killed: “I entrust to God’s mercy those who died, I am close in spirit to their families and to the injured. Upon all I gladly impart my apostolic blessing”. Last of all the Pope greeted local Roman Catholic Action children on the annual visit to St Peter’s Square to mark the end of a Month of Peace initiative. “I know you are ‘training’ for peace, guided by the great ‘trainer’, Jesus– the Pope told the children - . And to you children of Catholic Action I entrust the task I proposed to everyone in my Message for Peace on  1 January: learn to always tell and do the truth and in this way you will become builders of peace.” According to tradition on this occasion as the Pope spoke from his study window a boy and a girl representing the others were at his side. When the Pope had finished his address the children released as symbols of peace two white doves which flew out of the Pope’s window. And, as very often, one of the doves flew straight back into the Pope’s apartment, but eventually decided to fly away to join its companion. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/1/2006 – righe 36, parole 536)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=440
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Baptism
“On this Feast, John Paul II used to administer the Sacrament of Baptism to various children. This morning, for the first time, I too have had the joy of baptising 10 new born babies. I renew with affection my greeting to these little ones and their families, as well as to their Godparents. The baptism of children expresses and accomplishes the mystery of new birth to divine life in Christ:  parents who are believers bring their children to the baptismal font that represents the "womb" of the Church, from whose blessed waters God's children are brought forth. The gift received by new born infants needs to be accepted by them freely and responsibly once they have reached adulthood: the process of growing up will then bring them to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, which precisely strengthens the baptised and confers upon each one the "seal" of the Holy Spirit.”. (8 January 2006 – Angelus) 
“Last Sunday, in which we celebrated the Baptism of the Lord, the Ordinary Time of the liturgical year began. The beauty of this season lies in the fact that it invites us to live our ordinary life as a journey of holiness, that is, of faith and friendship with Jesus continually discovered and rediscovered as Teacher and Lord, the Way, the Truth and the Life of man. This is what John's Gospel suggests to us in today's liturgy when it presents the first meeting between Jesus and some of those who were to become his Apostles. They had been disciples of John the Baptist and John himself directed them to Jesus when, after baptising him in the Jordan, he pointed him out as "the Lamb of God" (Jn 1: 36). Two of his disciples then followed the Messiah who asked them:  "What are you looking for?". The two asked him:  "Teacher, where do you stay?". And Jesus answered:  "Come and see", that is, he invited them to follow him and stay with him for a while. They were so impressed in the few hours that they spent with Jesus that one of them, Andrew, said to his brother Simon:  "We have found the Messiah". Here are two especially important words:  "seek" and "find"”. (15 January 2006 – Angelus) 
Communication
“To inform the consciences of individuals and help shape their thinking is never a neutral task. Authentic communication demands principled courage and resolve. It requires a determination of those working in the media not to wilt under the weight of so much information nor even to be content with partial or provisional truths. Instead it necessitates both seeking and transmitting what is the ultimate foundation and meaning of human, personal and social existence (cf. Fides et Ratio, 5). In this way the media can contribute constructively to the propagation of all that is good and true.”. (24 January 2006 – Message for World Communications Day) 
“Accurate reporting of events, full explanation of matters of public concern, and fair representation of diverse points of view must, then, always be fostered. The need to uphold and support marriage and family life is of particular importance, precisely because it pertains to the foundation of every culture and society (cf. Apostolicam Actuositatem, 11). In cooperation with parents, the social communications and entertainment industries can assist in the difficult but sublimely satisfying vocation of bringing up children, through presenting edifying models of human life and love (cf. Inter Mirifica, 11). How disheartening and destructive it is to us all when the opposite occurs. Do not our hearts cry out, most especially, when our young people are subjected to debased or false expressions of love which ridicule the God-given dignity of every human person and undermine family interests?(24 January 2006 – Message for World Communications Day) 
Cooperation

“Faced with these “humanitarian emergencies” and other human tragedies, many people of good will, along with different international institutions and non-governmental organisations, have in fact responded. But a greater effort is needed from the entire diplomatic community in order to determine in truth, and to overcome with courage and generosity, the obstacles still standing in the way of effective, humane solutions. And truth demands that none of the prosperous States renounce its own responsibility and duty to provide help through drawing more generously upon its own resources. On the basis of available statistical data, it can be said that less than half of the immense sums spent world wide on armaments would be more than sufficient to liberate the immense masses of the poor from destitution. This challenges humanity’s conscience. To peoples living below the poverty line, more as a result of situations to do with international political, commercial and cultural relations than as a result of circumstances beyond anyone’s control, our common commitment to truth can and must give new hope.. (9 January 2006 – Audience to Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See ) 

Deus caritas est

Deus caritas est (I Jn 4: 8, 16), God is love. The faith of the Church, in its entirety, is founded on this solid rock. In particular, the patient pursuit of full communion among all of Christ's disciples is based upon it:  by fixing one's gaze on this truth, summit of divine revelation, it seems possible to overcome divisions and not to be discouraged, even though they continue to be gravely serious. 
The Lord Jesus, who broke down the "dividing wall of hostility" (Eph 2: 14) with the blood of his Passion, will not fail to grant to those who faithfully invoke him the strength to heal every wound. But it is always necessary to start anew from this point:  "Deus caritas est".  It is to the theme of love that I wanted to dedicate my first Encyclical, which was published today; this happy coincidence with the conclusion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity invites us to consider, even more than our gathering together, the entire ecumenical journey in the light of God's love, of the Love that is God. If, under the human profile, love manifests itself as an invincible force, what must we, who "know and believe the love God has for us" (I Jn 4: 16), say? True love does not eliminate legitimate differences, but harmonises them in a superior unity that is not ordered from the outside but gives form from within, so to speak, to the whole. As the mystery of communion unites man and woman in that community of love and life known as matrimony, it too forms the Church into a community of love, uniting a multiform wealth of gifts and traditions. The Church of Rome is placed at the service of that unity of love which, according to a saying by St Ignatius of Antioch, "presides in charity" (Ad Rom 1, 1). Before you, dear brothers and sisters, I wish to renew today the entrustment to God of my particular Petrine ministry, invoking upon it the light and power of the Holy Spirit so that it will always encourage fraternal communion among all Christians. 

The theme of love profoundly links the two short biblical readings of today's Liturgy of Vespers. 
In the first, divine charity is the strength that transforms the life of Saul of Tarsus and makes him the Apostle to the Gentiles. Writing to the Christians at Corinth, St Paul confesses that God's grace worked the extraordinary event of conversion in him:  "By the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain" (I Cor 15: 10).  On the one hand, he feels the weight of having hindered the spread of Christ's message; but on the other, he lives in the joy of having met the Risen Lord and having been enlightened and transformed by his light. He keeps a constant memory of that life-changing event, an event so important for the entire Church that in the Acts of the Apostles reference is made to it three times (cf. Acts 9: 3-9; 22: 6-11; 26: 12-18).  On the road to Damascus, Saul hears the disturbing question:  "Why do you persecute me?". Falling to the ground and interiorly troubled, he asked:  "Who are you, Lord?", receiving that answer which is the basis of his conversion:  "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting" (Acts 9: 4-5). Paul understood in an instant what he would later express in his writings:  that the Church forms a single body of which Christ is the Head. And so, from a persecutor of Christians he became the Apostle to the Gentiles. 

”. (25 January 2006 – Homily durino Vespers for the conclusion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) 

Ecumenism
“If two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven" (Mt 18: 19). This solemn assurance of Jesus to his disciples also sustains our prayer. 

The "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity", by now a tradition, begins today. It is an important event for reflecting on the tragedy of the division of the Christian community and to ask with Jesus himself "that they may all be one... so that the world may believe" (Jn 17: 21). We also do so here today, in harmony with a great multitude throughout the world. Indeed, prayer "for the union of all" involves Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants, brought together in different forms, times and ways by the same faith in Jesus Christ, the one Lord and Saviour.

 (18 January 2006 – General Audience ) 

“Prayer for unity is part of the central nucleus which the Second Vatican Council calls "the soul of the whole ecumenical movement" (Unitatis Redintegratio, n. 8), a nucleus that includes public and private prayers, conversion of heart and holiness of life. This vision takes us back to the heart of the ecumenical problem, which is obedience to the Gospel in order to do God's will with his necessary and effective help. The Council explicitly pointed this out to the faithful, declaring: "The closer their union with the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, the more deeply and easily will they be able to grow in mutual brotherly love" (ibid., n. 7). » (ibid., 7)”. (18 January 2006 – General Audience ) 

“The elements that, despite the persistent division, still unite Christians, make it possible to raise a common prayer to God. This communion in Christ sustains the entire ecumenical movement and indicates the very purpose of the search for unity of all Christians in God's Church. It is what distinguishes the ecumenical movement from any other initiative of dialogue and relations with other religions and ideologies. In this too, the teaching of the Second Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism is precise: "Taking part in this movement, which is called ecumenical, are those who invoke the Triune God and confess Jesus as Lord and Saviour" (ibid., n. 1). 

The common prayers that are prayed throughout the world, particularly in this period or around Pentecost, also express the desire for a common commitment to re-establish communion among all Christians. These prayers in common "are certainly a very effective means of petitioning for the grace of unity" (ibid., n. 8). With this affirmation, the Second Vatican Council basically interprets what Jesus said to his disciples when he assured them that if two of them were to agree on earth about anything for which they were to ask the Father who is in Heaven, he would grant it, "because" where two or three are gathered in his name he is in their midst. After the Resurrection he assured them further that he would be with them "always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28: 20). It is Jesus' presence in the community of disciples and in our prayer itself which guarantees its effectiveness, to the point that he promised: "whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Mt 18: 18). » (Mt 18,18)”. (18 January 2006 – General Audience )

“How much trust and hope these words of the Lord Jesus inspire! They especially spur Christians to ask God together for that full unity among them, for which Christ himself prayed to the Father with heartfelt insistence during the Last Supper (cf. Jn 17: 11, 21, 23). 

We understand well, therefore, how important it is that we Christians invoke the gift of unity with persevering fidelity. If we do so with faith, we can be sure that our request will be granted. We do not know when or how, as it is not for us to know; but we must not doubt that one day we will be "one", as Jesus and the Father are united in the Holy Spirit. ”. (22 January 2006 – Angelus) 

“The prayer for unity is the soul of the ecumenical movement which, thanks be to God, advances throughout the world. Certainly, difficulties and trials are not lacking; but these too have their spiritual usefulness because they push us to exercise patience and perseverance and to grow in fraternal charity. 

God is love, and only if we are converted to him and accept his Word will we all be united in the one Mystical Body of Christ. 

The expression "God is love", in Latin "Deus caritas est", is the title of my first Encyclical, which will be published this Wednesday, 25 January, Feast of the Conversion of St Paul. I am pleased that it coincides with the conclusion of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. On that day, I will be going to St Paul's Basilica to preside at Vespers, in which Representatives of the other churches and ecclesial communities will take part. May the Virgin Mary. Mother of the Church, intercede for us. 

 (22 January 2006 – Angelus) 
Israel and the people of Palestine
“There seems to me to be an almost paradigmatic illustration of these considerations at that nerve point of the world scene, which is the Holy Land. There, the State of Israel has to be able to exist peacefully in conformity with the norms of international law; there, equally, the Palestinian people has to be able to develop serenely its own democratic institutions for a free and prosperous future.”. ((9 January 2006 –Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See)
Religious freedom
“In this regard, you yourselves are well aware that by its very nature the Holy See’s diplomatic activity is concerned with promoting, among other forms of freedom, the aspect of freedom of religion. Unfortunately, in some States, even among those who can boast centuries-old cultural traditions, freedom of religion, far from being guaranteed, is seriously violated, especially where minorities are concerned. Here I would simply recall what has been laid down with great clarity in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Fundamental human rights are the same on every latitude; and among them, pride of place must be given to the right to freedom of religion, since it involves the most important of human relationships: our relationship with God. To all those responsible for the life of Nations I wish to state: if you do not fear truth, you need not fear freedom! The Holy See, in calling for true freedom for the Catholic Church everywhere, also calls for that freedom for everyone.”. (9 January 2006 –Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

Mission
“The mystery of the Church and her missionary dimension are also revealed in the liturgical context of the Epiphany. She is called to make Christ's light shine in the world, reflecting it in herself as the moon reflects the light of the sun. The ancient prophecies concerning the holy city of Jerusalem, such as the marvellous one in Isaiah that we have just heard:  "Rise up in splendour! Your light has come.... Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining radiance" (Is 60: 1-3), have found fulfilment in the Church

This is what disciples of Christ must do:  trained by him to live in the way of the Beatitudes, they must attract all people to God through a witness of love:  "In the same way, your light must shine before men so that they may see goodness in your deeds and give praise to your heavenly Father" (Mt 5: 16). By listening to Jesus' words, we members of the Church cannot but become aware of the total inadequacy of our human condition, marked by sin. The Church is holy, but made up of men and women with their limitations and errors. It is Christ, Christ alone, who in giving us the Holy Spirit is able to transform our misery and constantly renew us. He is the light of the peoples, the lumen gentium, who has chosen to illumine the world through his Church (cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 1). (6 January 2006 – Homily during Mass on the solemnity of the Epiphany)
“I wish that the whole Church, as in Cologne, could breathe the atmosphere of an "epiphany" and of authentic missionary commitment, inspired by the manifestation of Christ, the light of the world, sent by God the Father to reconcile and unify humanity with the power of love. In this spirit, let us pray fervently for the full unity of all Christians, so that their witness may become a leaven of communion for the whole world. For this, let us invoke the intercession of Mary Most Holy, Mother of Christ and Mother of the Church. 
… Dear Friends, on the Feast of the Epiphany we are celebrating the Missionary Day of Children, established by Pope Pius XII of venerable memory. Thousands of projects for solidarity with the motto:  "Children help children" are supported by the Pontifical Society of the Missionary Childhood, teaching children as they grow up to develop a spirit of openness to the world and attention to the difficulties of their less privileged peers. I too rely on the prayers of children for my ministry - and rightly so - and on their active participation in the Church's mission. ”. (6 January 2006 – Angelus solemnity of the Epiphany)
“greet the seminarians, the young people and especially the families that are preparing to receive a special missionary "mandate" to go to various nations, especially in Latin America. 

This is a task that fits into the context of the new evangelisation in which the family plays a role more important than ever. You have asked that the Successor of Peter confer this mandate as my venerable Predecessor John Paul II did in the past, on 12 December 1994, because you intend your apostolic action to take place in the heart of the Church, in total harmony with her directives and in communion with the particular Churches in which you are going to work, making the most of the riches of the charisms that the Lord has awakened through the Founders of the Way. 

Dear families, the crucifix you will receive will be your inseparable travelling companion while you proclaim with your missionary action that only in Jesus Christ, who died and was raised, is there salvation. You will be his docile and joyful witnesses, walking the highways of every continent in simplicity and poverty, sustained by ceaseless prayer and listening to the Word of God and nourished by participation in the liturgical life of the particular Churches to which you are sent. (12 January 2006 – Audience New Catechumen Way) 
“Today, however, our attention is addressed particularly to families. More than 200 of them are about to be sent out on mission; these are families who leave without much human support but who are counting first and foremost on the support of divine Providence. Dear families, you can witness with your history that the Lord does not abandon those who entrust themselves to him. Continue to spread the Gospel of life. Wherever your mission leads you, let yourselves be illumined by the comforting words of Jesus: "Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you besides", and again, "Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself. Sufficient for a day is its own evil" (Mt 6: 33-34). In a world that seeks human certainties and earthly reassurance, show that Christ is the firm rock on which to construct the building of your own existence and that trust placed in him is never in vain. May the Holy Family of Nazareth protect you and be your model. I assure you of my prayer for you and for all the members of the New Catechumen Way, while I affectionately impart to each one the Apostolic Blessing (12 January 2006 – Audience New Catechumen Way) 

“To respond to the expectations of modern society and cooperate in the vast evangelising action that involves all Christians, we need well-trained and courageous priests who are free from ambition and fear but convinced of the Gospel Truth, whose chief concern is to proclaim Christ and who are prepared to stoop down to suffering humanity in his Name, enabling everyone, particularly the poor and all who are in difficulty, to experience the comfort of God's love and the warmth of the ecclesial family. 

As you well know, in addition to human maturity and persevering adherence to the revealed truth which is faithfully presented by the Church's Magisterium, this entails a serious commitment to personal holiness and the practice of the virtues, especially humility and charity; you must also foster communion with the various members of the People of God, so that in each one of you the awareness of being part of the one Body of Christ and members one of another (cf. Rom 12: 4-6) may grow. 

To achieve this, dear friends, I ask you to keep your eyes fixed on Christ, the Author and Perfecter of faith (cf. Heb 12: 2). Indeed, the greater your communion with him, the better able you will be to follow faithfully in his footsteps, so that, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, your love for the Lord will develop in "love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony" (Col 3: 14). You have before your eyes the testimonies of zealous priests whom your "Almo" College has listed among its alumnae through the years, priests who contributed a wealth of knowledge and goodness to the Lord's Vineyard. Follow their example! Dear friends, the Pope accompanies you with prayer, asking the Lord to comfort you and to fill you with abundant gifts. May St Agnes, who, at a young age, resisting flattery and threats, chose as her treasure the precious "pearl" of the Kingdom and loved Christ to the point of martyrdom, intercede for you. May the Virgin Mary obtain that you bear abundant fruits of good deeds, in praise of the Lord and for the good of Holy Church. To seal these hopes, I impart with affection my Apostolic Blessing to you and to the entire Community of the Capranica, and I willingly extend it to all your loved ones.  (20 January 2006 – Audience with the Almo Collegio Capranica) 
Peace

“The Church’s task is none other than to spread the message of Christ, who came, as Saint Paul writes in the Letter to the Ephesians, to proclaim peace to those who are far away and to those who are near (cf. 2:17). And you, esteemed Diplomatic Representatives of your peoples, according to your statutes (Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations) you have this among your noble goals: to promote friendly international relations. On this foundation, true peace can develop.”. (9 January 2006 – Audience to diplomatic corps accredited to the Holy See)“In today’s world, alongside appalling scenes of military conflict, open or latent, or only apparently resolved, one can observe, thank God, a courageous and tenacious effort on the part of many people and institutions in support of peace. Reflecting upon this situation, I would like to offer some thoughts by way of fraternal encouragement, which I will set out in a few simple points”. (9 January 2006 – Audience with diplomatic corps accredited to the Holy See) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Cooperation
Rome (Fides Service)- “Sudan is the world’s second largest “producer” of refugees after Afghanistan” says Laura Boldrini, of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees UNHCR. “At present there are over 730,000 Sudanese refugees in neighbouring countries Uganda, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya and four million internally displaced people inside Sudan. “What is more Sudan also has refugees from Ethiopia and Eritrea” This situation is the result of a series of conflicts in Sudan. “At present there are three areas of crisis. The worst situation is in Darfur said to be the world’s most serious humanitarian crisis at the moment. Since 2003 this western region of Sudan has been the scene of civil war and the target of the militia is precisely the civilian population”.  In Darfur alone there are over 2 million internally displaced persons. Chad has 200,000 Sudanese refugees. “This serious crisis must be solved as soon as possible because it threatens  to destabilise the whole region and involving nearby countries like Chad and Central African Republic” said Ms Boldrini. The second area of crisis is Southern Sudan where the peace agreement signed in January last year should sooner or later lead to the return of refugees and displaced people to their original villages. There are about 500,000 refugees from Sudan in Uganda, Ethiopia, Central African Republic and Kenya. “UNHCR has been working for some time to prepare the return of refugees. This process involves rebuilding of infrastructures such as wells, water-ways, schools and medical centres. At the moment we have what we call a  “Go and See” operation. Refugees representatives are taken to see the local situation and then return to tell the people in the camps what they have seen. This is a  gradual approach to overcome psychological difficulties. Most of these people have lived in camps for years and need help and time to the idea of returning to rural life in Sudan”. The programme to repatriate refugees to Sudan started in December 2005 with the 4R approach (Repatriation, reintegration, rehabilitation, reconstruction). “To help refugees return to Sudan, UNHCR appealed for a collection of  73.4 million dollars: so far 38.9 million have been promised. I ask myself if the international community believes in peace in Southern Sudan and if it is ready to invest to help these people” says Ms Boldrini. “Refugees who return to their villages are given help to repair their home or if it no longer exists to build a new one. We give them a kit: money for the first necessities, and farming tools and seed”. In Sudan there is also a crisis in  Kassala where tension has already led to armed fighting and threatens to explode in open conflict. “In this area there are about 113 ,000 non Sudanese refugees: 80,000 Eritreans and 14,000 Ethiopians  who fled war between their respective countries in  1998-2000” says Ms Boldrini.  This situation demands serious commitment on the part of humanitarian organisations says the UNHCR representative: “All three crisis areas are difficult to reach and there is also a problem of security. We have to deal with tension with local people in the paces where we set up refugee camps, particularly in  Chad. Here UNHCR runs 12 refugee camps with other 200,000 people. The local village people feared the presence of so many extra people would cause water resources to dry up. We help improve the situation of local people to lessen the negative impact of the presence of refugees”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 10/1/2006 righe 54 parole 704)
Khartoum (Fides Service)- “The situation of Sudanese refugees who return to southern Sudan is still very precarious and it is too early to express an opinion with regard to agreements with hosting countries for their repatriation” said a Comboni missionary in southern Sudan. “Many who return to their villages of origin to find there are no homes or basic infrastructures like schools and medical centres, decide to go back to the refugee camp” he explained. “In much of southern Sudan the only schools and healthcare centres are those opened and run by Catholics” the missionary said. “Since the peace agreement was signed we have been planning ways to increase our presence here in the poorest and most neglected areas of the country”. The return of Sudanese refugees should be fostered by an agreement reached on 12 January by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and the governments of Sudan and Kenya which established the roles and obligations of each of the three parts to assist the repatriation of Sudanese refugees who have received protection in Kenya for the past 14 years.  “This milestone agreement in the repatriation process is the first of seven three-party agreements which UNHCR hopes to sign with countries bordering Sudan” a UNHCR statement affirms. The agreements will facilitate and organise operations to repatriate about 70,000 refugees to southern Sudan in the first six months of 2006. About 10,000 of these may return autonomously from Kenya alone. It is significant that the first of these agreements is with Kenya, a country which played a crucial part in the peace process in Sudan culminating with the stipulation - on  9 January 2005 in Nairobi – Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), ending 21 years of civil war between North and Southern Sudan.  UNHCR hopes to help 70,000 refugees repatriate before the start of the rain season, May/June. Circa 550,000 Sudanese refugees are exiled in countries bordering with Sudan and over 5 million Sudanese are displaced in their own country. UNHCR estimates that last year between 70,000 and 80,000 refugees returned to southern Sudan autonomously. Sudan has promised to guarantee conditions of security and dignity for the repatriation of its people; for its part Kenya said it will continue to protect the rights of those refugees who decide to remain in Kenya at least for the moment. UNHCR expects to sign a similar agreement with Democratic Republic of Congo at the end of January and one with the Central African Republic immediately afterwards. It is engaged in talks with Uganda and Ethiopia where about 14,000 Sudanese refugees – out of a total 73,000 distributed in 5  camps – have asked UNHCR to be repatriated immediately. The principle countries offering asylum to refugees from Southern Sudan are: Uganda (204,400), Ethiopia (73,400), Democratic Congo (69,400), Kenya (74,000), Central African Republic (36,000) and Egypt (30,324). (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 16/1/2006 righe 47 parole 589)

Inter-religious Dialogue and Ecumenism
Istanbul (Fides Service) – “Ecumenism is making progress in Turkey and we hope this will continue and grow”, said Franciscan Friar Ruben Tierrablanca OFM., Superior of the International Franciscan Fraternity opened last year in Istanbul. The local Franciscan and the different Christians in Istanbul are celebrating the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, here in Turkey 14-21 January. “Communion among the different communities is increasing – the Friar said. We are all committed to dialogue and common prayer so we may offer the world around us witness of unity in Christ”. In view of exchange at the spiritual level, during the next Season of Lent Catholic men and women Religious present in Turkey will listen to meditations given by a Gregorian Armenian priest (Orthodox): an initiative highly significant for ecumenical dialogue which is sure to build stronger and deeper relations between the two communities. “Catholic religious in Turkey – says Friar Ruben – are keenly aware that they have a mission of ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue if they wish to bear witness to the message of peace and harmony which Jesus Christ offers the world”.  Moreover, according to the Newsletter issued by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Turkey, the Catholic community is gradually being accepted as “part of the nation” and no longer a “foreign body” in a mainly Muslim society. Recently in many recent articles in the local press Fr. George Marovitch, spokesman of the Bishops’ Conference often called to comment events or news, has been hailed as a “true friend of Turkey”: a sign of how Catholics are ever more accepted and appreciated in Turkish society. In the meantime in the media and in the whole country there is growing hope for a possible visit by Pope Benedict XVI seen as a great honour for Turkey. In fact the Pope initially said he wished to be present in Istanbul for the most important feast of St Andrew the Apostle, brother of Saint Peter (30 November). (PA) (Agenzia Fides 16/01/2006  Righe: 26  Parole: 266) 
Pro-Life
EUROPE/SPAIN  - The Archbishop of Valencia invites the Bishops of the world to 5th World Meeting of Families: pilgrims from 25 countries enrol, 1.5 million visit official web site 

Valencia (Fides Service) – Preparations continue for the 5th World Meeting of Families in Valencia 1-9 July 2006. The Archbishop of Valencia, Archbishop Agustín García – Gasco, has sent a personal invitation to more than 4000 Catholic diocesan Bishops all over the world, urging them to be present, especially for the main event the World Meeting of Families Mass presided by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 9 July. On 3 December during a meeting in the Vatican with presidents of Latin American Bishops Commissions for the Family and Life the Pope assured  this celebration of his  “full support” and encouraged Bishops’ Conferences, dioceses, movements to take part in “this important event”. Participation has already been pledged by Church movements and associations such as the Focolari, Communion and Liberation, Catholic Charismatic Renewal, New Catechumen Way, Knights of Columbus, S. Egidio Community. Yesterday January 10 the president of the Spanish Bishops’ Conference Bishop Ricardo Blázquez, the Vice president Bishop Antonio Cañizares and the secretary general visited Valencia to view preparations and visit the sites chosen for the main events. The World Meeting of Families will start with an International Family Fair, 1-7 July and an International Theological-Pastoral Congress 4-7 July. On July 7 there will be a Family Rosary. The next day there will be masses for various language groups and a meeting of festivity and testimonials. The main event on Sunday 9 July will be World Meeting of Families Mass presided by the Holy Father.  The organisation with regard to volunteer helpers will be ready by the end of January. Volunteers are needed to welcome participants at train stations and airports; provide information at various points in Valencia; collaborate with the press centre and the logistic centre.   According to the organisers already pilgrims from 25 different countries have enrolled, mainly from America, but also from Kenya, Nigeria, Cape Verde and Tanzania. The official 5th World Meeting of Families web page has registered more than 1.5 million visitors from all over the world and is the main source of information on the event. The web site has seven language versions and offers information on the programme, forum for volunteers, testimonials and messages of support from families all over the world. Visitors may also access a series of nine articles prepared jointly by the Pontifical Council for the Family and the archdiocese of Valencia. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 11/1/2006 – righe 34, parole 452)

For more info see:

http://www.wmf2006.org/es/index.php  

Mission
Nairobi (Fides Service)- “Generally I am happy and used to working with and for people on the margins of society. When I learned that I was missioned to Kakuma to work with the people living in the camp I was thankful for the opportunity but afraid because I had heard of the local situation of insecurity” says Sister Lucy Bahati Robert, a Franciscan Missionary of Mary (FMM) in an article in the FMM magazine Meeting Space. 


Sr Lucy tells about her work Kakuma Refugee Camp in the semi-desert Turkanaland region in northern Kenya. The Turkana people are nomad shepherds always on the move to find pasture for the animals. “In1992 when the camp was started it was meant to hold 20,000 refugees. Now the camp holds about 90,000 refugees from  Sudan, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, Democratic Congo, Somalia and Ethiopia” the missionary explains.  “The Sudanese are the majority, about 75% of the refugee population in the camp. Three quarters of the Sudanese refugees are youth”. What frightened Sr Lucy were  “reports of insecurity, harsh climate, hostility of the people because of what they have been through and are still experiencing”.  “But” she says “when the time came for me to go to this mission I had overcome most of my fear through prayer and God’s grace. Still there was a certain fear in the back of my mind. After entering the camp I discovered that what had been said was true.  But the good news is that people are wounded but basically good. They are waiting and longing for someone to share their pain.”. “So may prayer was to ask  God to give me the courage to share with them what he desires for them and for me and that we may learn and grow together. I was given the opportunity to accompany the youth of the parish of Holy Cross. The Catholics are mainly Sudanese, some are Congolese and Ugandan Catholics. I was to focus mainly on the girls, the most vulnerable in the camp. At first I found Sudanese women very closed which made it difficult to know where they are emotionally. According to their culture women seldom go out so they have little occasion to mingle with other cultures”. “With patience, compassion and the skills acquired from my Social Ministry Course - says Sr Lucy - I gradually gained the trust of the families and girls who were eventually allowed to attend meetings and seminars we organised”. Soon boys complained they were left out of the programme and talks on common issues were organised. “I had to wait a long time before the young people were able to be open in their personal sharing. Later their need was so great that I had to have a book for appointments for the young men and women who needed counselling. Sometimes I had no time for meals I was so busy. I went for human development and social issue sessions in the various chapels.  Sometimes their wounds were so deep that it was painful for me to sit listening with nothing to say. I could not carry all this alone and I shared my concerns with Jesus, the owner of the mission. In front of the Blessed Sacrament I asked why Jesus allowed me to hear all that made me feel so helpless, especially when the people needed material support which I did not have”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 24/1/2006 righe 42 parole 551)
Peace

Abidjan (Fides Service)- “The Holy Father’s call comes at the right moment because the situation here is explosive” says a Catholic missionary in Côte d'Ivoire referring to a call for peace and national harmony made yesterday 22 January by Pope Benedict XVI. “Among much concern for the international situations, - the Pope said after the midday Angelus prayer - my thoughts return today to Africa and Côte d'Ivoire in particular, where there is persisting tension between the country’s different social and political components. I warmly invite all to continue constructive dialogue to promote reconciliation and peace. I entrust these intentions to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, so loved the people of Côte d'Ivoire.” “After violence and tensions over the past few days things have calmed down. But violence could re-explode any moment” says the missionary. “We welcome the Holy Father’s call to pray for peace in Côte d'Ivoire”. The country’s Catholic Bishops also voiced concern for the national crisis. In a statement issued at the end of a recent Plenary Assembly the Bishops said “the principle desire of all Ivorians is to reach peace through dialogue, reconciliation and harmony”. They also say that public demonstrations last week “were not the best way to obtain the return of peace”. The Bishops urge young men who built barricades in Abidjan, Young Patriots, supporters of President Laurent Gbagbo “to take care to avoid the trap of insurrection and violence”.  A sign of a lessening of political tension was the decision by the Ivorian People’s Front (FPI), President Gbagbo’s party to reintegrate its ministers in the national unity government led by Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny and take part in the peace process. The FPI left the government after the International Work Group, charged with following the peace process between domestic factions, decided not to prolong the mandate of the National Assembly which expired in December. The announcement led to protests by supporters of the president culminating in clashes with UN peacekeepers in the west in which some people were killed. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 23/1/2006 righe 35 parole 425)

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Solemn opening of celebrations for 5th centenary of the founding of the Pontifical Swiss Guards. Cardinal Sodano tells Swiss Guards and families at special mass in Sistine Chapel: “I encourage you to love the Church of Christ ever more deeply”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Today is the official start of celebrations to mark the 5th centenary of the presence in the Vatican of the Swiss Guards. On 22 January 1506, the first 150 Swiss soldiers passed Piazza del Popolo into the eternal City and raised their glorious standard led by Commandant Kaspar von Silenen from Canton Uri. Pope Julius II who had called insistently for their service welcomed them with his Blessing. Those were the first in a long series of young, strong and generous men who chose to come here to defend the Chair of Peter”. With these words Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Pope’s secretary of state and dean of the College of Cardinals, opened celebrations for the 5th centenary of the arrival of the Swiss Guards in the Vatican with a special Mass in the Sistine Chapel for the Swiss Guards and members of their families. Taking inspiration form the opening hymn Cardinal Sodano said “let us glorify God on this day of celebration, praising and thanking Him for his continued presence in our midst”, and he urged the Swiss Guards to listen to the call for inward renewal expressed in the Sunday Mass readings: “This is a call which the Church repeats today to you dear Swiss Guards, because day after day we must purify our hearts and renew ourselves in our service of the Lord and fidelity to his holy Church. Your motto "acriter et fideliter", "tapfer und treu", “bold and true” is a daily reminder of this programme for life …may this fidelity be for ever your badge!” Referring to the 5th centenary of the Pontifical Swiss Guard Cardinal Sodano invited those present to thank God for the gifts granted to Pope Julius II, “who ,among many other praiseworthy acts, called Swiss soldiers to Rome to be "defensores Ecclesiae libertatis", as that Pope himself described them”. The Pope of the Renaissance encouraged many works of art, including the Sistine Chapel and the building of a new St Peter’s Basilica. He was known also for his pastoral zeal. In fact Julius II worked hard to reform the Church within he was concerned for the good of the New World, discovered only a short while earlier by Christopher Columbus and created in 1511 at Santo Domingo the first diocese of Latin America. At the end of the homily the Cardinal urged the Swiss Guards to “love the Church of Christ ever more deeply”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/1/2006 – Righe 29; Parole 409)        

See the Cardinal’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/db/sodano_230106.html
VATICAN - “God himself comes to fill our eros with his agape” : A reflection on Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical, Mgr Massimo Camisasca founder and superior general of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of St Charles  Borromeo 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – What is surprising is not that the first Encyclical written by Pope Benedict XVI is about charity and love. Love is the name of God as St John writes in his letter and as the encyclical says in the first three words. What is surprising is the return to a debate, ancient and at the same time most modern: the debate on the relation between love and desire. «Desire» is a word dear to Joseph Ratzinger and it reveals the moments to which he turns his attention: the Fathers, and in particular, Augustine, and the men and women of today. Augustine made desire one of the pillars of his philosophy and theology. And it could not be otherwise. He, as few other men, experienced the vibration of the chords of every human desire and lived the whole of his search for truth and goodness as an anguished and restless pilgrimage towards a place, another “you” in whom to find the answer. Desire in fact or, eros, is love since it experiences a longing for the loved one: it is love which desires to possess what it lacks, which sets out on a journey, which accepts the struggle. We men and women of today are profoundly aware of the experience of desire, we are deeply shaken by it, we fear it. On the one hand we wish to put a limit on our desires, to censor them, but on the other we are slaves of them. So here is what the Pope proposes: not the elimination of  eros, but rather its conversion, its transcription in the circular movement of  eros and agape. On the one hand we experience a deep impulse to become whole in someone or something which we do not yet possess; on the other we feel the impossibility of becoming complete, the inadequacy of any response. Some are even ready to die to fuse themselves in someone or something else. They may strive to do this through wild and selfish use of sexuality, drugs, other escapes from life. There exits another way for eros the Pope says: we can make it one with agape, by recognising that our desire which ascends towards the Other is filled with a love which descends, God’s love for us who descends – as St Paul says - does not regard equality with God something to be grasped, but assumes our human nature and all the consequences of sin, although not a sinner himself. God himself comes to fill our eros with his agape, teaching us that the true fulfilment of desire is love which is gratuitous, which gives itself to the point of dying, which loves the other not to possess but to respect and raise to the proper dignity. (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2006) 
VATICAN - Benedict XVI’s first encyclical: Rev Nicola Bux, docent at Puglia Philosophy Faculty. vice director of the Bari Ecumenical Institute, comments on “Love’s reasoning”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Christ said to his disciples: unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter into the kingdom of heaven. In what does this surpassing consist? In a greater measure than the distributive righteousness which consists in giving to each his own; surpassing, by means of the measure of love. We know well, this is a measure which everyone desires, because we all desire to be loved especially when we do wrong; we desire to meet someone who looks beyond our sin and embraces and forgives us. However although we all wish to be understood when we wrong others, we are not ready to understand others when they wrong us. This is the measure of love, which we also desire, it is a measure which for Christianity almost coincides with God. We also call it mercy. Mercy, said John Paul II, is the ability to draw all possible good from the worst possible evil. We know that even those who have done great wrong, can always change, because their human dignity remains. With this first Encyclical the Pope shares his conviction – which should be that every Christian -  that we can act with the measure of love only if we renounce the use of power which immediately makes us think we will obtain a result, but which in fact brings only death. Jesus gave us the example and at the same time the gift of love, the Eucharist, which in its liturgical form must be totally conformed to him. Love is therefore forbearance, which is the same as bearing, because forbearance comes from bearing; forbearance which surpasses and reaches that great measure of love.  The believer and also the non believer realises at this point that as Joseph Ratzinger said in his book Faith, Truth and Tolerance truth is manifested most perfectly in love. Speaking of the time of crisis humanity is experiencing and explaining why Christianity is the true religion, the Cardinal wrote: “At the deepest level the content, today and always, must consist in ultimate analysis in the fact that love and reason coincide, since they are the authentic pillars of the real. Real reason is love and love is real reason. Together they are the true beginning and end  of all that is real”. Love and reason therefore. In another passage the Cardinal wrote: “The understanding of God reaches its apex in St John’s words, God is Love. Truth and love are one and the same. This statement, if accepted in all that it claims, is the highest guarantee of tolerance, of a relation with the truth, whose only arm is itself”;  that is, truth coincides with love. The Encyclical in a sense returns to this concept in order to help the Church and every human person embrace it: truth imposes itself not with any outside means but with itself. Therefore this position can be identified with love because a father who loves his son, expects the truth to be accepted, understood and interpreted by the son. This is the love of God the Father. Its imposition would obtain an immediate effect, which however would not last. It would not objectively convince the person, as does the patience of love, because as St Paul says Love is patient. This is the love of God the Son. This completes so to say the path initiated with the encyclical Fides et ratio. The beauty of the faith attracts reason. The Church has the task of dilating as Augustine would say, the spaces of charity. This is the love of God the Holy Spirit who calls all in freedom. Therefore with this loving forbearance we should interweave our attitude towards all Christians and our attitude towards all believers and also forge an alliance with today’s non believers lovers of real reason. This is requested by the Pope who as a young theologian contributed to the drafting of the Nostra Aetate declaration issued by the Second Vatican Council. He requests it because of the urgent need of every generation for the salvation of humanity whom the Lord loves and for whom he gave himself. It is requested of the whole Church as a new start in her mission in the world. (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2006)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical “Deus Caritas est” central for missionary activity brief reflection by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The missionary world has received new, illuminating and essential guidance for its presence in so many different places and contexts. With his first Encyclical the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI offers us a series of profound reflections on love in its various dimensions and the concrete exercise of the commandment of love. Is it not the love of God that impels thousands of missionaries to give up a comfortable life, leave family and homeland and go wherever the breath of Holy Spirit and love for others leads?  Very often life is so difficult in the places to which they go that they may be tempted to focus on concrete efforts, efficiency, working to the point of exhaustion. This would be to obey the laws of the present day world for which a person is only important for what he or she does or produces. God’s pedagogy is very different. Following the world’s reasoning we might ask why Jesus spent 30 years of his short life hidden away, in silence, like the people around him, doing nothing exceptional, nothing  to attract attention. Perhaps if he had begun his preaching earlier, according to our categories, he might reached more places, converted more people, and the history of Christianity might have developed differently.  Providentially the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI in his Encyclical reminds us of the importance of prayer: time spent in prayer is never wasted. Missionary activity is founded on prayer  because in prayer we encounter God Love who communicates his Spirit, the soul of all the Church’s evangelising work. Material achievements of missionaries, schools, hospitals, homes etc., need to be founded on prayer. Only in the eyes of the foolish prayer is time taken away from material action. To think this way is an act of pride because it means we think that with our own weak strength we can do things God cannot do. As the Pope underlines contact with Christ in prayer, the celebration of the Sacraments, and in meditation, avoids two basic dangers: presumption that we can do everything alone, or resignation that we can do nothing. How many examples we have of missionaries, starting with the patroness of missions, who have done great things drawing their energy  and inspiration from the tabernacle, the encounter with Christ. Only in this way the presence of the missionary beside a person who suffers, a child or young person to be educated, women excluded and abused in, becomes witness of Christian life, expression of love of others rooted in God’s love, without falling into the trap of assistance for assistance’s sake. Without charity and ensuing prayer there can be no authentic mission, total and unreserved giving of self to God and others. (Card. Crescenzio Sepe) (Agenzia Fides 26/1/2006)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s first Encyclical :  comment by the founder of S. Egidio Community Prof. Andrea Riccardi
Rome (Fides Service) – Modern language has hackneyed many words, include the word “love”. This is a serious impoverishment of the vocabulary of human experience. Yet Benedict XVI with love’s (sage) ingenuity chose it for his first encyclical. It is a text which instils hope. Many utopias, many ideologies have come to an end. Many people are disappointed, resigned. The Pope is not resigned to a world without love: “Love is possible, and we are able to practise it because we are created in the image of God”. (Deus caritas est 39). This is how he encourages Christians working with the poor, in mission lands or in difficult situations who sometimes feel dispirited. His intention is to “to call forth in the world renewed energy and commitment in the human response to God’s love” (Deus caritas est introduction). He wishes to awaken the dawn of the day of love in the Church and in the world. We might reply: there exist more concrete problems! We are afraid to love because love leads us away from ourselves. It does not flee concreteness. It is a great vocation, to which the Pope calls us, reminding us that to love we have need of God. At times, while maintaining generous intentions, solidarity has lost its vital link with faith. So love among Christians and in institutions has waned. It got lost in ideologies, bureaucracy and professionalisation. On the contrary to live and to grow daily solidarity needs prayer: as so many humble Christians for years close to the poor or on mission well know: “those who draw near to God do not withdraw from men, but rather become truly close to them” – the Pope says. (42)  There are not two worlds, one of action and the other of spirituality. Love for others is nourished with prayer: “I learn to look on this other person not simply with my eyes and my feelings, but from the perspective of Jesus Christ”. (18)  The encyclical invites all our communities to make an examination of conscience with regard to love. It is important to reflect on it to avoid that spiritual consumerism which makes us go from one text to another and in the end turn around on ourselves.  Understood by the heart these words will unleash energies of love. There exists a personal dimension of charity which cannot be referred to institutions or specialists. Everyone can and must be a specialist in charity: “We contribute to a better world only by personally doing good now, with full commitment…” -says Benedict XVI. (31) Certainly the Church operates with its institutions. But here too expertise is not enough. There is need of a  “a hearts which sees”. (31b) Today we see much suffering (including that in distant lands). We are disorientated and perhaps end up closing our heart. Love is never impossible. Our neighbour is near to us. But a characteristic of the present day–the Pope says – is that we are aware of the needs of people who are distant. What is needed therefore is a love which sees in the distance. The Pope also makes resound that expression of conscience which existed among the first generations of Christians, today too often shelved: “In this family no one ought to go without the necessities of life.”(25) I am thinking of the Christians in the south of the world. 

However charity is not limited to Christians it reaches out to all the poor. Living charity with makes the life of the Church more profound and more beautiful. In fact charity represents the splendour of Christian and ecclesial life. In this perspective it evangelises, but not in the sense the solidarity is instrumental. “A Christian knows when it is time to speak of God – the Pope says and when it is better to say nothing and to let love alone speak.” (31 c) . But charity communicates in a real and mysterious way the closeness of God . The encyclical Deus caritas est is then a pressing call to have “a heart which sees” with love. I am convinced that if our hearts opens to the Gospel of Jesus our world will be more open to love. (Andrea Riccardi) (Agenzia Fides 27/1/2006 – righe 42, parole 640) 
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