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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES NEWS SERVICE – 31 January  2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Januarii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus I, Januarius A.D. MMVII

One major appointment for the Holy Father in the month of January was the annual Audience granted to the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See for an exchange of New Year good wishes. In his address Pope Benedict XVI, like his Predecessors, reflected on “essential” matters needing attention  including “the worsening scandal of hunger is unacceptable in a world which has the resources, the knowledge, and the means available to bring it to an end”. The Pope urges leaders of rich nations “to take the necessary steps to ensure that poor countries, which often have a wealth of natural resources, are able to benefit from the fruits of goods that are rightfully theirs”. The Pope said he hoped «Doha Development Round» of the World Trade Organisation would resume activity to promote and accelerate cancelling international debts of poor countries. Other questions mentioned by the Pope were disarmament, amidst increasing “symptoms of a progressive crisis”, and problems connected with security “must be approached from a global and far-sighted perspective”. Another important issue mentioned by the Pope was migratory phenomenon: “millions of men and women are forced to leave their homes or their native lands because of violence or in order to seek more dignified living conditions. It is an illusion to think that migration can be blocked or checked simply by force. Migration and the problems to which it gives rise must be addressed humanely, with justice and compassion.”. The Holy Father views with concern attacks on human life from conception to natural death and against the natural structure of the family, mounting threats to the natural composition of the family based on the marriage of a man and a woman, and attempts to relativize it by giving it the same status as other radically different forms of union”. Other forms of attack on life are sometimes committed in the name of scientific research. There is a growing conviction that research is subject only to the laws that it chooses for itself and that it is limited only by its own possibilities”.

Another important field of the Holy Father’s Magisterium in January was Ecumenism. The occasion was the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, concluded by Pope Benedict XVI with ecumenical vespers at the tomb   of the Apostle Paul: “Do we not perhaps lack the courage to speak out and witness as did those who witnessed the healing of the deaf-mute in the Decapolis? Our world needs this witness; above all, it is waiting for the common testimony of Christians..” 

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 January 2007 - Angelus

1 January 2007 - Homily on the solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother

3 January 2007 – General Audience 

4 January 2007 – Visit to Caritas Canteen in Rome

6 January 2007 - Homily on the Solemnity of the Epiphany

6 January 2007 - Angelus

7 January 2007 - Homily and Angelus on the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord

8 January 2007 - Audience to members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See  

9 January 2007 - Telegramme of sympathy for the death of Cardinal Frédéric Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi

10 January 2007 - General Audience 

14 January 2007 - Angelus

17 January 2007 - General Audience

19 January 2007 - Audience to students and staff at Almo Collegio Capranica

20 January 2007 - Audience to plenary assembly of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America 

21 January 2007 - Angelus

24 January 2007 – Message  for World Communications Day 2007

24 January 2007 – Telegramme of sympathy for the death of  Abbé Pierre

24 January 2007 - General Audience
25 January 2007 – Ecumenical Vespers on the feast of the Conversion of St Paul, concludes Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

25 January 2007 - Audience to Ordinary Council of the General Secretary of the Synod of Bishops 

27 January 2007 -Audience members of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota 

28 January 2007 - Angelus

31 January 2007 - General Audience
· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Africa

South America 

Asia

Europe
Hunger in the world
Middle East
Mission
Peace

Christian Unity
The Blessed Virgin Mary
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission - ““Support the Pontifical  Mission Society of Holy Childhood on its feast-day the Epiphany”,  message from PMS national director
Missio -  “Much remains to be done to proclaim Jesus in every home and to let the Gospel transform the country”: 3rd national Lenten Campaign to support the Church in her evangelising mission  

Mission - A man of profound humility and deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Death of Bishop Giuseppe Zheng Changcheng, Bishop in Foochow (Fuzhou)
· QUAESTIONES

ASIA/PHILIPPINES –  Philippines: la Chiesa punto di riferimento morale e civile nella società – Dossier Fides

VATICAN – Holy Childhood Day: lo sfruttamento del lavoro minorile nel mondo – Dossier Fides

Africa/D. R. Congo - “Cardinal Etsou played an important part in the transition from a mission church to a local church” says Cardinal Danneels
VATICAN - “The Lord Jesus accompanies people in their daily lives, thanks also to the Church present in the community, in schools, in the airports, in train stations and on the roads and streets, by means of a pastoral care of meeting and welcome”: “On the road to sustainable mobility” Meeting on Pastoral Care of the Road promoted by Pontifical Council  for pastoral care of migrants and itinerant peoples 

VATICAN “In pastoral activity carried out for Gypsies, humanitarian aid and the truth of the Gospel must go together hand in hand, and the elements of justice, brotherly love and equality should be part of them.”: final document following study meeting of National Directors of Pastoral care of Gypsies  

VATICAN - “Your prayers and participation in Holy Childhood initiatives will help support the vocation and mission of many priests, religious and lay men and women. They need you” says Cardinal Dias in a special Holy Childhood Day message to Catholic children in Spain

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE – Participation (1) Basic Elements of the Roman Liturgy

Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello  

VATICANO – “Leprosy: a forgotten disease”: 54th World Leprosy Day on Sunday 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 January 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Church, like the Blessed Virgin Mother, shows Jesus the Saviour to all men and women. The Pope’s Angelus on January 1 2007, solemnity of the Mother of God.

Vatican City – At midday on January 1st before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer, the Pope addressed thousands of visitors in St Peter’s Square.

After mentioning the celebration of the 2007 World Day of Peace, the Pope said Christmas is also a time for silence and contemplation: “Like Mary, the Church is silent in order to perceive and preserve the inward resonance of the Word made flesh and not lose the divine-human warmth which pours from His presence. He is God’s Blessing!”.

At the centre of the life of the Church and humanity is placed once again the Lord Jesus, the eternal Word of the Father, made Man by the working of the Holy Spirit. His Face, splendour of goodness and truth, is reflected through the Church on all men and women.

Truly moving the description of the “divine-human warmth which pours from His presence”: only those who experience it can properly grasp its beauty and how it transforms human life.

On the World Day for Peace the Holy Father recalled: “Today we contemplate Jesus born of the Virgin Mary, in he prerogative as true "Prince of Peace" (Is 9,5). He "is our peace", come to pull down the "wall of separation" which divides nations and peoples "enmity" (Eph 2,14)”. Therefore Jesus of Nazareth, is Lord and Christ “the great peacemaker of humanity”.

Therefore Christ is the foundation of peace and with him recognition of the value of every human person and religious freedom: “Today there is much talk of human rights, but it is often forgotten that rights need a foundation that is firm, not relative or subjective. This foundation can only be the dignity of the person. And respect for this dignity begins with the recognition and protection of people's right to live and profess their religion freely”

The Angelus concluded with a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary that people “The Pope concluded with a prayer : "To the Holy Mother of God we trustingly address our prayer that sacred respect for all human beings and the firm refusal of war and violence may develop in people's consciences. The centrality of the human person and human rights, religious freedom first of all is once again the central concern of the Holy Father. (S.V.) (Agenzia Fides 1/272007 Righe: 28 Parole: 385)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=692
1 January 2007 – Homily on the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mother of God
VATICAN - The term “peace” refers […] “salvation” brought by Christ […] We recognise Him as the Prince of peace. Pope Benedict XVI presides Mass for the solemnity of Most Holy Mary, Mother of God .

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his homily on January 1st during Mass in St Peter’s Basilica for the solemnity of the Most Holy Mary Mother of God, Pope Benedict XVI underlined the historical dimension of the events of the Nativity, stressing the inseparable bond between recognition of the truth of the Incarnation of the Word, and recognition of Most Holy Mary, as Mother of God: “Today’s solemnity celebrates therefore not an abstract idea, but rather a mystery and an historical event: Jesus Christ, a divine person, born of the Virgin Mary who is his mother in the truest sense of the word”.

Underlining that in Mary, Maternity and Virginity are absolutely inseparable, the Pope reaffirmed the role of the Mother of God regarding the Church and the whole of humanity: “Mary is a mother, a virgin mother; Mary is a virgin, a virgin Mother. The mystery of Mary cannot be fully understood unless these two aspects are considered […] “The Mother of Christ, Mary is also Mother of the Church as my venerable predecessor, Servant of God Paolo VI proclaimed on 21 November 1964, during the Second Vatican Council. Mary is lastly, spiritual Mother of all humanity, because Jesus shed his blood on the cross for all men and women and from the cross he entrusted all men and women to her maternal care”.

The Pope also dwelt on the theme of the Message for this year’s World Day of Peace: “The Human Person, Heart of Peace”. The Holy Father said peace is a gift and a task: “the term ‘peace’ refers to that  whole good which consists of ‘salvation’ brought by Christ […] We Christians recognise Him as the Prince of  peace”.

Peace therefore is not essentially the fruit of human effort, although man is involved with his personal freedom and personal “yes” to justice and truth, instead it is a gift which comes from on high and depends on recognition of the existence and loving presence of God in the world. In brief, Christ is our peace .

To accept the gift of peace we must first accept man as created by God, in full respect for the dignity of every human person, and the Pope said: “respecting the person we promote peace, and building peace we lay the foundation for authentic integral humanism” […] “every human person, without distinction of race, culture or religion, bears the same personal dignity” and deserves respect”, for no reason can the person be disposed of as an object […] If the constitute elements of the human dignity are entrusted to changeable human opinions, also human rights, while solemnly proclaimed, are undermined and prey to variable interpretation.”.

An integrant part of the acceptance of the gift of peace and the person, is respect for religious freedom in every corner of the earth.

Pope Benedict XVI  concluded his homily urging those present to pray for the gift of peace in the Holy Land: “"How can we not implore with insistent prayers that that region may, as soon as possible, achieve the day of peace, the day in which the current conflict, that has gone on for too many years, is definitively resolved. A peace agreement, in order to last, must be founded upon the dignity and rights of each person.?”. (S.V.) (Agenzia Fides 2/1/2007 Righe: 38 Parole: 536)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=691
6 January 2007 – Homily on the Solemnity of the Epiphany 
VATICAN - “Christ is light, and light cannot darken it can only illuminate, brighten, reveal. No one therefore should be afraid of Christ and his message!”: Pope Benedict XVI’s homily  on the Feast of the Epiphany 

Vatican City - “In what sense can Christ be still today lumen gentium, a light for the nations? Who were the Wise Men? How can we interpret these mysterious Gospel figures considering the world today?” These were the questions Pope Benedict XVI posed in his homily during Mass in St Peter’s on Saturday 6 January the Feast of the Epiphany. To find the answers the Pope returned to Vatican II and the Populorum progression encyclical by Pope Paul VI written forty years ago. 

“The whole Second Vatican Council was inspired by a desire to announce to humanity Christ the light of the world” Pope Benedict XVI explained, recalling major changes in the world at the time. “There emerged a need to establish a new world order, political and economic but at the same time and above all, spiritual and cultural, in other words a new humanism. It had become increasingly clear that: “a new economic and political world order would only work if there was spiritual renewal, if man could draw close again to God and find God in his midst”. Still today “at the beginning of the third millennium we live this same stage of human history” this era of ‘globalisation’. On the other hand we see how easy it is to lose sight of the terms of this challenge, precisely because we are involved in it: the increasing danger of the immense expansion of the mass-media, which on the one hand multiply information indefinitely, on the other weaken our ability to make a critical synthesis”. The Feast of the Epiphany can help humanity understand “that alone we can never promote justice and peace, unless we see the light of a God who shows his face to us, who appears to us in the manger at Bethlehem, who appears on the Cross”.


To respond to the question “who are the Wise Men today”, Pope Benedict  recalled the “messages” addressed by the Council Fathers at the end of Vatican II: the first "To Rulers" the second to "Men of Thought and Science". “These are two categories of persons in whom we can see the gospel figures of the Wise Men  – the Pope explained -. I would add a third… I refer to the spiritual leaders of the great Christian religious. Two thousand years later we can recognise in the figure of the Wise Men a sort of pre-figuration of the three constitutive dimensions of modern humanism: political, scientific and religious”. The Epiphany shows us a humanism on a pilgrimage, which searches, which has its point of arrival in Christ. At the same time God is also on pilgrimage towards humanity. “Who is Jesus, if not God who has, so to say, come out of Himself to encounter humanity? Out of love He became history in our history; out of love He came to bring us the seed of new life and to sow it on earth that it may take root, flower and bear fruit”. 


The Pope said the Council Messages  “have lost nothing of their timeliness”. “To the leaders of peoples, to thinkers and scientists, more than ever today, it is necessary, to add representatives of the great non Christian religious traditions, urging them to consider the light of Christ who came not to destroy must to complete  that which was written by the hand of God in the religious history of civilisations, especially in the "great souls", who helped to build up humanity with their wisdom and their example of virtue. Christ is light, and light cannot darken it can only illuminate, brighten, reveal. No one therefore need be afraid of Christ and his message! And if in the course of history Christians, being limited and sinful men, have at time betrayed Christ with their actions, this makes it even clearer that the light is Christ and the Church reflects this light only by remaining united with Him.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/1/2007 – righe 45, parole 666)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=695
6 January 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “The Epiphany of Christ is also the epiphany of the Church” Pope Benedict XVI says in his reflection at the midday Angelus prayer on 6 January. On the annual Day of Holy Childhood he mentions children “valuable co-operators of the Gospel and apostles of Christian solidarity”
Vatican City – On Saturday January 6th, before reciting the midday Angelus prayer with the people gathered in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the Feast of the Epiphany which, he recalled, celebrates the manifestation of Christ to the Wise Men and constitutes a most important event because it marked “the beginning of the adhesion of the pagan peoples to faith in Christ, as God promised Abraham… if therefore Mary, Joseph and the shepherds in Bethlehem represent the people of Israel who welcomed the Lord, the Wise Men are the first of the nations, also called to become members of the Church, the new people of God, based no longer on  ethnic, linguistic or cultural homogeneity, but only on common faith in Jesus, the Son of God” the Pope said.


“Therefore the Epiphany of Christ is at the same time the epiphany of the Church, the manifestation of her vocation and universal mission” the Pope said adding a special greeting to “our beloved brothers and sisters of the Eastern Churches” preparing to celebrate Christmas on January 7  wishing them “abundant peace and Christian prosperity”.


The Holy Father mentioned also that 6 January is the annual Holy Childhood Day: “a day of celebration for Catholic children who live the gift of the faith with joy and pray that the light of Jesus may reach all the children of the world. I thank Holy Childhood children present in 110 countries, valuable cooperators with the Gospel and apostles of Christian solidarity with those in need. I urge educators to encourage a missionary spirit among children, that some may become passionate missionaries, witnesses of God’s tenderness and announcers of his love”. 


The Pope concluded: “Now we address the Blessed Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelisation: through her intercession may Christians all over the world live as children of the light and lead all men and women to Christ, the true light of the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/1/2007; righe 24, parole 323)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=694
7 January 2007 – Homily and Angelus on the solemnity of the Lord’s Baptism
VATICAN – On the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord Jesus, the Pope recalls the commitment which comes with Baptism to "listen" to Jesus: believe in Him and follow Him, readily doing his will, the will of God.
Vatican City– The sacrament of Baptism and the commitment it brings was the centre of Pope Benedict XVI’s midday Angelus reflection on Sunday January 7, the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. Earlier that morning during Mass celebrated in the Sistine Chapel the Holy Father had administered the Sacrament of Baptism to 13 newborn infants born to the same number of Vatican employees in the last two months. The Pope recalled that the “The Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan is recorded and highlighted by all four of the Evangelists although in different ways” because “the apostolic community considered it most important, not only because on this occasion there was the first clear and complete manifestation of the Trinity for the first time in history, but also because that event marked the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus on the roads of Palestine”. Jesus’ baptism in the waters of the River Jordan anticipates his baptism of blood on the cross, “and is the symbol also of the whole sacramental activity with which the Redeemer will achieve the redemption of humanity”.


The Holy Father also recalled that the Baptism of Christ is closely connected with the baptism of all Christians: “in baptism we are inserted into the mystical Body of  Christ, the Church, we die and rise again with Him, we are clothed in Him … therefore the commitment which comes with Baptism is to "listen" to Jesus: believe in Him and follow Him, readily doing his will, the will of God. In this way each of us can strive for holiness, the goal which, as the Second Vatican Council II recalled, is the vocation of every baptised Christian”. Pope Benedict XVI concluded asking the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede “that we may be always faithful to our Baptism”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/1/2007; righe 19, parole 286)

See the Pope’s address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=696
8 January 2007 – Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See 

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI receives Ambassadors: “It is by respecting the human person that peace can be promoted, and it is by building peace that the foundations of an authentic integral humanism are laid. Yes, the future can be serene if we work together for humanity”

Vatican City – On Monday 8 January Pope Benedict XVI met the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See for the customary exchange of New Year greetings. After an opening discourse by the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, Prof. Giovanni Galassi, Ambassador to the Holy See of the Republic of San Marino, the Pope delivered a lengthy address on the international situation, “to focus upon the challenges that we are called to address together ”.


First of all, among what he termed “essential”, matters the Holy Father spoke of the millions of people, mainly women and children, without water, food or shelter. “The worsening scandal of hunger is unacceptable in a world which has the resources, the knowledge, and the means available to bring it to an end” said Pope Benedict XVI  calling on the leaders of richer countries “to take the necessary steps to ensure that poor countries, which often have a wealth of natural resources, are able to benefit from the fruits of goods that are rightfully theirs.” The Pope said he hoped that the trade negotiations of the “Doha Development Round” of the World Trade Organization would be resumed, and that the process of debt cancellation and reduction for the poorest countries would be continued and accelerated. He mentioned other important areas such as disarmament where “symptoms of a developing crisis are multiplying”, and he said security issues “aggravated by terrorism, which is to be utterly condemned – must be approached from a global and far-sighted perspective.” The migratory phenomenon is another serious problem: “millions of men and women are forced to leave their homes or their native lands because of violence or in order to seek more dignified living conditions. It is an illusion to think that migration can be blocked or checked simply by force.  Migration and the problems to which it gives rise must be addressed humanely, with justice and compassion. ”. The Holy Father expressed deep concern for continuous attacks against life, from conception to natural death, and against the natural structure of the family and attempts to “relativise it by giving it the same status as other radically different forms of union… Other forms of attack on life are sometimes committed in the name of scientific research. There is a growing conviction that research is subject only to the laws that it chooses for itself and that it is limited only by its own possibilities” the Pope said.


Among the positive elements today the Pope mentioned “growing awareness of the importance of dialogue between cultures and religions”, and “growing awareness shown by the international community of the enormous challenges of our time, and the efforts made to transform this awareness into concrete action.”. Within the framework of development, various initiatives have been undertaken but these projects “ must not supplant the commitment of developed countries to devote 0.7% of their gross domestic product to international aid” the Pope said adding that another important element in common efforts to eradicate poverty is the move to combat corruption and promote good governance. 


Considering the situation on the different continents, the Pope mentioned concerns and hopes, first of all “peace is often fragile and even mocked”. In Africa the drama of Darfur continues and is being extended to the border regions of Chad and the Central African Republic.  “The international community has seemed powerless for almost four years, despite initiatives intended to bring relief to the populations in distress and to arrive at a political solution” the Pope recalled urging those involved to “act with determination”. Recalling that in the Horn of Africa hostilities have resumed and the conflict has become international, the Holy Father mentioned the Italian missionary Sr Leonella Sgorbati “who gave her life in the service of the least fortunate, and prayed that her murderers be forgiven.” Progress must be made in negotiations among the parties in Uganda to put an end to conflict and the Pope said -  “I repeat, we must not forget Africa with its numerous situations of war and tension. We must remember that only negotiations between the various protagonists can open the way to a just settlement of the conflicts and offer a glimpse of progress towards the establishment of lasting peace”.


Among positive signals in Africa the Pope mentioned the conclusion of the political transition in Burundi and the Republic Democratic of Congo, and the long process of national reconciliation in Rwanda, and he urged the parties in Cote d’Ivoire “to create a climate of mutual trust that can lead to disarmament and peace”. Positive signals include “the wish expressed by the international community to keep its attention focused on this continent. Likewise, the strengthening of Africa’s continental and regional institutions bears witness to the desire of the countries concerned to take increasing charge of their own destiny.”. 


Speaking about his planned journey to Brazil in May, to attend the General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences, CELAM, the Pope noted with satisfaction “improvement in certain economic indicators, the commitment to combat drug-trafficking and corruption, the various processes of integration, the efforts to improve access to education, to fight unemployment and to reduce inequalities in the distribution of revenues” in Brazil. Referring to elections in many American countries the Pope said “democracy is called to take into account the aspirations of the citizens as a whole, and to promote increasing respect for all the components of society, according to the principles of solidarity, subsidiarity and justice”, underlining that democracy must not be allowed to turn into “the dictatorship of relativism”. Pope Benedict XVI then called attention to Colombia, “where the long internal conflict has provoked a humanitarian crisis, especially as far as displaced persons are concerned.”,  and Cuba, voicing the hope that “all of its inhabitants may realize their legitimate aspirations, amid concern for the common good”. 
Speaking of Asia, where there are countries with “very large populations and significant economic development”, the Pope said he hoped the growing presence of China and India on the international scene would “bring with it benefits for their own populations and for other nations”, he said he prayed for Vietnam recalling its recent entry into the World Trade Organization. In most Asian countries Christian communities are small but active but they have a “with a legitimate desire to be able to live and act in a climate of religious liberty. This is not only a primordial right but it is a condition that will enable them to contribute to the material and spiritual progress of society, and to be sources of cohesion and harmony” the Pope said. In East Timor “the Catholic Church intends to continue making her contribution, notably in the fields of education, healthcare and national reconciliation”; and with regard to “dangerous sources of tension lurking in the Korean Peninsula”, the Pope stressed the need  the need to reach reconciliation of the two peoples and de-nuclearisation  of the  Peninsula. The situation is also concerning in Afghanistan, with a notable increase violence and terrorist attacks, and in Sri Lanka, since “the failure of the Geneva negotiations between the Government and the Tamil Movement has brought with it an intensification of the conflict, causing great suffering among the civilian population”. “The Middle East is also a source of great anxiety ” the Pope said mentioning the letter he addressed to Catholics in the region on the occasion of Christmas, renewing his “urgent appeal to all parties involved in the complex political chessboard of the region, hoping for a consolidation of the positive signs noted in recent weeks between Israelis and Palestinians. The Holy See will never tire of reiterating that armed solutions achieve nothing, as we saw in Lebanon last Summer… When each of the peoples in the region sees that its expectations are taken into consideration and thus feels less threatened, then mutual trust will be strengthened. This trust will grow if a country like Iran, especially in relation to its nuclear programme, agrees to give a satisfactory response to the legitimate concerns of the international community. Steps taken in this direction surely help to stabilize the whole region, especially Iraq, putting an end to the appalling violence which disfigures that country with bloodshed, and offering an opportunity to work for reconstruction and reconciliation between all its inhabitants.”



Coming to the continent of Europe the Pope mentioned Bulgaria and Rumania who joined the European Union on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome, and in this regard the Pope said: “I hope that the fundamental values that are at the basis of human dignity will be fully protected, particularly religious freedom in all its dimensions and the institutional rights of Churches. Likewise, one cannot ignore the undeniable Christian heritage of the continent, which has greatly contributed to the formation of European nations and European peoples”. The Pope made special mention of the Balkan region that it may soon achieve “stability so ardently desired… The establishment of diplomatic relations with the Republic of Montenegro, which has recently entered peacefully into the family of nations, and the Fundamental Accord signed with Bosnia-Herzegovina are signs of the Holy See’s constant concern for the Balkan region.  As the moment approaches in which the statute of Kosovo will be defined, the Holy See asks all concerned to strive with far-sighted wisdom, flexibility and moderation, so that a solution may be found which respects the rights and legitimate expectations of all”.


Pope Benedict XVI concluded:  “It is by respecting the human person that peace can be promoted, and it is by building peace that the foundations of an authentic integral humanism are laid. This is where I find the answer to the concern for the future voiced by so many of our contemporaries. Yes, the future can be serene if we work together for humanity. Man, created in the image of God, has an incomparable dignity;  man, who is so worthy of love in the eyes of his Creator that God did not hesitate to give his own Son for him”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/1/2007 – righe 117, parole 1.671) 

See address in French, English, Italian and Spanish 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=697
9 January 2007 – The Pope and Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples send letters of condolence for the death of  Cardinal Frédéric Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI and Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples send letters of condolence to the Church in Congo for the death of  Cardinal Frédéric Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After receiving the news of the death of Cardinal Frédéric Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi CICM, Archbishop of Kinshasa in Congo, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI addressed a telegramme of sympathy to  Bishop Daniel Nlandu Mayi, Auxiliary of Kinshasa, and to Fr. Jozef Lapauw, Superior General of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Scheut Missionaries, CICM). The Cardinal died on 6 January in hospital in Louvain, Belgium (see Fides 8/1/2007). 

In his telegramme to Bishop Nlandu Mayi the Pope says he is united in prayer with the archdiocese of Kinshasa, with the Bishops’ Conference, with the members of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, (of which the cardinal was a member) the Cardinal’s family and all who grieve. “I ask the Father of mercy to welcome into the light and peace of his Kingdom this Shepherd who dedicated his life to serving Christ and His Church ” the Pope writes giving thanks for “the ministry of the eminent son of Africa … who worked tirelessly to promote the announcement of the Gospel, the service and development of the peoples of the continent”. In the letter to the Superior General of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of which Cardinal Etsou was a member, the Pope assured them of his spiritual closeness and prayers and he thanked God “for the ministry of Cardinal Etsou in the dioceses of Mbandaka-Bikoro and Kinshasa, and also for his fruitful pastoral activity at the service of your religious family in Congo and elsewhere in Africa”.


The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples also sent a message of condolence  to the archdiocese of Kinshasa and the whole Church in Congo assuring prayers for the repose of the soul of the Cardinal and recognising “his great human, spiritual and pastoral qualities and his service as a priest and a bishop”. The message reads “a tireless shepherd and faithful servant, the Cardinal returns to the House of the Father having done his best. His leaves as his legacy his witness of love of God, the Church and his homeland”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/1/2007 ; righe 27, parole 398)     

10 January 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN – The life of St Stephan teaches us that “social works of charity must never be separated from courageous proclamation of the faith”: Pope Benedict XVI dedicates Wednesday Audience teaching to the first Christian martyr 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI chose St Stephen the first martyr as the subject of his teaching at the Wednesday General Audience on January 10.  “Saint Stephen is the most representative of a group of seven companions – the Pope said -  Tradition sees in this group of men the seed of the future ministry of ‘deacons’ although it must be said that the word is not mentioned in the Book of the Acts. The importance of Stephen is clear from the fact that Luke dedicates two whole chapters to him in this important book.”


Following St Luke’s narration the Pope recalled that the Apostles, wishing to reserve for themselves the work of “prayer and the ministry of the Word as their main task”, chose “seven men of good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom” to serve the poor and the needy, after had praying and the laying on of hands. “The gesture of laying on of hands can have different meanings” the Pope explained. “The fact that it was an important action to be undertaken after discernment, is clear from what we read in the First Letter to Timothy: ‘Do not be too quick to lay hands on anyone, and never make yourself an accomplice in anybody else's sin;’ (5,22). So we see that the gesture of laying on of hands develops along the line of a sacramental sign. In the case of Stephan and his companions this was certainly official transmission on the part of the Apostles of a duty as well as the imploration of the grace to carry it out.”


“The most important thing to note – the Holy Father continued – is that besides charitable service Stephen also had the task of evangelisation towards his countrymen and women, the so-called "Hellenists"… In fact Luke stresses the fact that, ‘full of grace and strength’ (Acts 6,8), Stephen presents in the name of Jesus a new interpretation of Moses and God’s Law, he rereads the Old Testament in the light of the announcement of the death and resurrection of Jesus. This rereading of the Old Testament, a Christological rereading, provokes reaction from the Jews who see his words as blasphemy. This is why he is condemned to death by stoning”. 


The life of St Stephen “teaches us that social work must never be separated from courageous proclamation of the faith”. The first martyr “with charity, announces Christ crucified to the point of accepting martyrdom”. In fact “the Cross is always central in the life of the Church and in our own personal life” the Pope said. “In the history of the Church passion and persecution are never lacking. And precisely persecution becomes, according to the famous words of Tertullian, source of mission for new Christians”.


“In our own lives too, the cross, which will never be lacking, becomes a blessing," he concluded. "And accepting the cross, knowing that is it is and becomes a blessing, we learn the joy of being Christian, even in moments of difficulty. The value of witness is irreplaceable because it leads the Gospel and it nourishes the Church. Saint Stephen teaches us to remember this lesson, he teaches us to love the Cross because it is the path on which Christ comes to us”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/1/2006 – righe 37, parole 531) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=699
14 January 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “The reality of migration must never be seen only as a problem, but also and above all as a great resource for humanity’s progress” Pope Benedict XVI said at the Angelus on the Day for Migrants and Refugees

Vatican City – Before leading the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday 14 December, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on the situation of Migrants and Refugees since it was the Day the Catholic Church dedicates to concern for Migrants and Refugees. The Pope said “We can meditate on the Holy Family of Nazareth, the icon of all families, because it reflects the image of God hidden in the heart of every human family even when weakened and disfigured by the trials of life”. Recalling that St Mark in his Gospel narrates how just after the birth of Jesus Saint Joseph was forced to flee into Egypt with the Child and his Mother, to escape persecution by King Herod: “In the plight of the Family of Nazareth we glimpse the sad condition of so many migrants, the difficulties encountered by migrant families as such: discomfort, humiliation, hardship and fragility.”


The Pope mentioned his own Message for the Day, dedicated this year to the Migrant Family, underlining the necessity to  “protect migrants and their families with the help of special legislative, juridical and administrative safeguards, also network of services, counselling centres, structures of social and pastoral assistance”. Pope Benedict XVI said he hoped a  “balanced management of migratory flows and human mobility in general” would soon be reached “bringing benefits to the whole human family, beginning with concrete measures to foster legal emigration and reunification of families, with special attention for women and minors”. The Holy Father said “only respect for the human dignity of all migrants on the one hand and on the other  recognition on the part of the migrants of the values of the hosting society, render possible proper integration of families in social, economic and political systems of the host countries”.


Before reciting the Angelus and asking for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and Saint Francesca Saverio Cabrini, the patron saint of migrants, Pope Benedict XVI said  ““The reality of migration must never be seen only as a problem, but also and above all as a great resource for humanity’s progress. The migrant family is a special resource, on the condition it is respected as such, not subjected to irreparable separations, and allowed to remain united or be reunited and carry out its mission as the cradle of life and first place in which the human person is loved and educated”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/1/2007; righe 30, parole 416)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=700
17 January 2007 – General Audience 
VATICAN - “I encourage you to live these days in prayerful listening to the Spirit of God, in order to make significant steps on the path towards full and perfect communion among all Christ’s disciples”: the Pope’s general audience and the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   

Vatican City – During his Wednesday audience on 17 January, the day before the start of the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18 to 25 January involving Christians all over the world.  Pope Benedict XVI recalled the annual recurrence and encouraged those present to “live these days in prayerful listening to the Spirit of God, to make significant steps on the path to full and perfect communion among all Christ’s disciples. The path to unity is certainly long and arduous but nevertheless rather than lose courage we must continue along it relying first of all on certain support of the One who promised his followers, shortly before he left for heaven: «Behold I am with you until the end of time» (Mt 28, 20). Unity is a gift of God and fruit of the working of His Spirit. This is why prayer is important. The closer we come to Christ, converting our hearts to his love, the closer we come to one another” the Pope said


The Holy Father reminded those present that to conclude celebrations in Rome for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on 25 January he will gather with representatives of other Christian communities in Rome for Ecumenical Celebration of Vespers in the Basilica of Saint Paul outside the Walls. He then mentioned with regard to this week of prayer kept by all Christians his recent visit to Turkey: “in meetings with representatives of difference Christian Churches and Ecclesial Communities in recent years I have sensed the deep desire for unity, especially during my moving recent visit to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I in Istanbul, Turkey”.


Recalling that “in some countries including Italy the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is preceded by the Day of Jewish-Christian Reflection, on 17 January… to intensify reciprocal knowledge and esteem and strengthen relationship of friendship between the Christian and Jewish communities, a relationship in which there have been positive developments following the Second Vatican Council and the historic visit made by the Servant of God John Paul II to Rome’s Major Synagogue… the Pope said “I ask you today to pray to the Lord that Jews and Christians may grow in respect and appreciation for one another and work together to promote justice and peace in the world”.


Reflecting on the Gospel phrase chosen as the theme of this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,– “He even makes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak” (Mk 7, 31-37) – Pope Benedict XVI explained: “We Christians, spiritually deaf and dumb because of original sin, in Baptism receive the gift of the Lord who places his fingers on our face and so transmits the grace of baptism which enables us to listen to the Word of God and proclaim it to our brothers and sisters. Indeed from that moment on it is our duty to grow in knowledge and love of Christ so we may effectively announce and bear witness to the Gospel. This theme, which highlights two aspects of the mission of every Christian community ,— proclamation of the Gospel and testimony of charity — underlines how important it is to put into practice the message of Christ with concrete initiatives of solidarity. This fosters progress towards unity because any relief, however small, to the sufferings of others offered by Christians together helps render visible their communion and fidelity to the Lord’s command”. 


The Holy Father concluded stressing the need to pray for Christian unity not just once a year but every day of the year. “Moreover shared efforts to alleviate suffering, the search for the truth of message of Christ, conversion and penance are compulsory steps with which every Christian worthy of the name must join his brother and sister to implore the gift of unity and communion”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/1/2006 – righe 44, parole 651) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=701
19 January 
2007 – Audience to students and teachers of Almo Collegio Capranica

VATICAN - The Pope Benedict XVI addresses members of the Almo Collegio Capranica and stresses the importance of formation, “The quality of the clergy depends on the seriousness of its formation…Serious human, cultural and spiritual formation, open to the needs of the times and places” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In view of the feast on 21 January of Saint Agnes the  Patron Saint of Almo Collegio Capranica seminary in Rome Pope Benedict XVI received in audience  on Friday 19 January the members of Rome’s ‘oldest ecclesial college’ accompanied by Cardinal Vicar Camillo Ruini, Archbishop Pio Vigo, and the College Rector Mgr Ermenegildo Manicardi. The Pope recalled the history of the College established for young students called to the priesthood by Cardinal Domenico Capranica, Archbishop of Fermo 550 years ago on 5 January 1457. “The college was the first  of its kind in Rome; initially reserved for young men from Rome and Fermi, later open to students from other parts of Italy and even other countries”. Two Popes studied at the Capranica College: Pope Benedict XV  for almost four years and then the Servant of God Pius XII for a shorter period. 


With regard to why it was established, Pope Benedict XVI recalled  that Cardinal Capranica wished for a collage “exclusively for the formation of future priests, especially candidates with less material means” anticipating therefore the institution on the part of the Council of Trent of "seminaries". “However we have not yet focused on the main reason for this providential foundation – the Pope continued -: the conviction that the quality of the clergy depends on the seriousness of its formation. In the times of Cardinal Capranica there was no careful selection of aspirants to Holy Orders: sometimes they were examined on literature, chant, but not on theology, morals or canon law with imaginable negative repercussions on the ecclesial Community. This is why in the Constitutions of his college the Cardinal made it a rule for theology students to study the best authors, especially St Thomas Aquinas; students in law, the doctrine of Pope Innocent III and for all the ethics of Aristotle. Not content with lessons at the Studium Urbis, he guaranteed supplementary lectures by specialists at the College itself. The study plan was inserted in a framework of integral formation, centred on the spiritual dimension, based on the founding pillars of the sacraments of the Eucharist – daily – and Penance – at least once a month – and sustained by the practice of devotions prescribed or suggested by the Church. Great importance was given to education to charity, both day to day fraternal charity and assistance for the sick; and also to what we call today " pastoral experience". In fact on Sundays and holidays students offered their services in the Cathedral or some other church nearby”. 


The Holy Father underlined the validity of Cardinal Capranica’s option for “serious human, cultural and spiritual formation open to the needs of the times and place”.  The Pope concluded expressing the hope that the " Almo Collegio Capranica" may continue along this path "faithful to is long tradition and to the teachings of Vatican Council II.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/1/2007 – righe 35, parole 485) 

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=702
20 January 2007 – Audience to participants at Pontifical Commission for Latin America plenary 
VATICAN - “It is necessary to proclaim the integral message of Salvation, so it may impregnate the roots of culture and be incarnated in present day Latin America in order to respond better to its needs and legitimate aspirations.”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants at Pontifical Commission for Latin America plenary

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Saturday 20 January in the Vatican, Benedict XVI received the 50 participants in the plenary session of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America presided by Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops. The theme of the plenary was: "The Family and Christian Education in Latin America" in keeping with the unforgettable World Meeting of Families last July in Valencia, Spain. 
The Pope then mentioned the now imminent 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences, “in continuity with the four previous events, the conferences is called to give new impulse to Evangelisation in this vast eminently Catholic region of the world , where the greater part of the community of believers lives”. Pope Benedict XVI stressed the need “to proclaim the integral message of Salvation, so it may impregnate the roots of culture and be incarnated in present day Latin America in order to respond better to its needs and legitimate aspirations. At the same time it is necessary to recognise and protect the dignity of every human person as a basic criteria for social, cultural and economic projects so they may help build history in keeping with God’s plan”.
In his address the Pope recalled that "The Church in Latin America is facing enormous challenges: cultural changes generated by social communications media that influence the thoughts and habits of millions of people; migration, that has so many repercussions on family life and on religious practice in new environments; the re-emergence of questions regarding how peoples must approach their historical memories and their democratic future; globalization, secularism, growing poverty and environmental degradation, especially in big cities, as well as violence and drug trafficking." For these reasons, Latin America has urgent need "of a new evangelization that stimulates us to enter more deeply into the values of our faith, that they may become the vital sap that forms the identity of those beloved peoples who long ago received the light of the Gospel.” 
Seeing that the men and women of South America have great thirst for God the Pope said “the work of bishops, priests and other pastoral care agents becomes vital. They, like Christ, must bear witness that the Father is always provident Love, revealed in His Son.” The Pope recalled the need to nourish faith with prayer, meditation of the Word of God, sacramental life, the only way to stop the proliferation of sects and new pseudo-religious groups. “In the work of evangelisation it is fundamental to always recall that the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and that the same Holy Spirit continues to give impulse to the life of the Church. For this reason it is important to foster a sense of belonging to the Church, where Christians can grow and mature in communion with their brothers and sisters, children of the one God and Father”.
Looking at the future of the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean the Pope said it is important that Christians adopt and intensify the lifestyle of Jesus' disciples," announcing "Christ and His Gospel in all places. ... The authentic disciple grows and matures in the family, in the parish and diocesan community; he becomes missionary when he announces the person of Christ and his Gospel in every ambit: school , economy, culture, politics, media. In a special way, the widespread phenomena of exploitation and injustice, of corruption and violence, are an urgent call for Christians to live their faith coherently and to strive to receive a sound doctrinal and spiritual formation, thus contributing to the construction of a more just, humane and Christian society."
On this subject, the Pope recalled how Christian families are "the main place for the experience and transmission of faith and virtue. The legacy of the faith is safeguarded in the home," where family members "learn the values" that will help them to live as children of God. In this way the family, welcoming the gift of life, becomes the most appropriate place in which to respond to the gift of a vocation, especially today when there is such great need for the Lord to send workers for his harvest”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/1/2007 - righe 53, parole 732)

See the Pope’s address in Spanish http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=703

21 January 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Ecumenism is a profound dialogical experience, listening and speaking to one another, getting to know one other better; this is a task for everyone, especially spiritual ecumenism based on prayer and sharing among Christians as far as this is possible at the moment”: the Pope’s reflection at the Angelus

Vatican City - On Sunday 21 January, in the middle of the "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity", before leading from his study window the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with the crowds gathered in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the theme of the Week this year 2007 - “He even makes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak!” (Mk 7,37) - and said he would comment on it during Ecumenical Vespers on 25 January in St Paul’s outside the Walls to close the week. “I hope you will come in large numbers to that liturgical encounter - the Pope said - because unity is achieved mainly through prayer, and the more prayer is in unison, the more it is pleasing to the Lord”.
The Pope recalled that the Week this year was planned by Christians in Umlazi, South Africa, “a very poor town where AIDS has assumed the proportions of a pandemic and human hopes are few”. “But the Risen Christ is hope for all - the Holy Father said -. And especially for Christians… Christ can do everything "He even makes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak " (Mk 7,37), he can fill Christians with an ardent desire to listen to others, communicate with others and to speak together with others the language of reciprocal love”.
“The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity reminds us that ecumenism is a profound dialogical experience, listening and speaking to one another, getting to know one other better; this is a task for everyone, especially spiritual ecumenism based on prayer and sharing among Christians as far as this is possible at the moment”. The Pope expressed the hope that "the desire for unity, translated into prayer and fraternal collaboration to alleviate man's suffering, may become ever more widespread." He also thanked all the people who, "all over the world, pray and work for unity with conviction and constancy." After the Marian prayer, Pope Benedict XVI greeted Catholic school children and parents and teachers gathered in the square to receive his blessing on the occasion of the Diocesan Day for Catholic Schools. “Catholic schools are at the service of the integral development of the person” expressing his appreciation for their activity “striving always to combine quality instruction with commitment to education”. Finally he greeted and lauded a "Cambia gioco", programme in the Italian city of Lecce encouraging children not to play with toy weapons, stressing the need to “protect childhood from being infected by violence!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/1/2007; righe 31, parole 445)

See the Pope’s address http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=704

24 January 2007 – Message for World Communications Day 2007

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s message for World Communications Day: The Formation of Children and the Formation of the Media  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Children and the Media: A Challenge for Education” is the theme chosen by Pope Benedict XVI for his message on the occasion of the 41st World Communications Day on May 20. In the message, issued as customary on 24 January Feast day of St Francis de Sales the patron saint of journalists, the Pope says the theme is an invitation to reflect on two related topics: “The formation of children is one. The other, perhaps less obvious but no less important, is the formation of the media”. The media have a pervasive influence in the world and also in the field of education and “some claim that the formative influence of the media rivals that of the school, the Church, and maybe even the home” the Holy Father affirms.


The Pope says the relationship of children, media and education can be considered from two perspectives: “the formation of children by the media; and the formation of children to respond appropriately to the media”. He stresses that “training in the proper use of the media is essential for the cultural, moral and spiritual development of children” and that this task is the responsibility of parents, Church and school. The Holy Father recalls primary importance of the role of parents who “have the right and the duty to ensure the prudent use of the media by training the conscience of their children to express sound and objective judgements which will then guide them in choosing or rejecting programmes available”. In doing so “parents should have the encouragement and assistance of schools and parishes” the Holy Father underlines.


The Pope goes on to say that “media education should be positive” because “children exposed to what is aesthetically and morally excellent are helped to develop appreciation, prudence and the skills of discernment … Beauty, a kind of mirror of the divine, inspires and vivifies young hearts and minds, while ugliness and coarseness have a depressing impact on attitudes and behaviour”. Parents’ example is fundamental in media education which demands “formation in the exercise of freedom”. “So often freedom is presented as a relentless search for pleasure or new experiences… True freedom could never condemn the individual – especially a  child – to an insatiable quest for novelty. In the light of truth, authentic freedom is experienced as a definitive response to God’s ‘yes’ to humanity, calling us to choose, not indiscriminately but deliberately, all that is good, true and beautiful.  ”. 


“This heartfelt wish of parents and teachers to educate children in the ways of beauty, truth and goodness can be supported by the media industry only to the extent that it promotes fundamental human dignity, the true value of marriage and family life, and the positive achievements and goals of humanity. Thus the need for the media to be committed to effective formation and ethical standards is viewed with particular interest and even urgency not only by parents and teachers but by all who have sense of civic responsibility.”


The Holy Father acknowledges that many media operators want to do what is right but that those who work in this field confront pressure and ethical dilemmas and commercial competitiveness, however he says firmly “Any trend to produce programmes and products – including animated films and video games – which in the same of entertainment exalt violence and portray anti-social behaviour or the trivialisation of human sexuality is a perversion, all the more repulsive when there programmes are directed at children and adolescents” and he urges “leaders of the media industry to educate and encourage producers to safeguard the common good, to uphold truth, to protect individual human dignity and promote respect for the needs of the family”.


The Pope concludes by recalling that the Church, a “teacher of humanity”, gladly offers assistance to parents, educations, communicators and young people: “Her own parish and school programmes should be in the forefront of education today. Above all the Church desires to share a vision of human dignity that is central to all worthy human communication”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/1/2007, righe 50, parole 670)

See message in English, Italian French, German, Portuguese and Spanish 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=705
24 January 2007 – Telegramme of sympathy for the death of Abbé Pierre

VATICAN - Following the death of Abbé Pierre, founder the the Emmaus Movement Pope Benedict XVI sends telegrame of condolence to the Archbishop of Bordeaux France 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Given below is the text of a telegramme sent by the Holy Father, via Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B., to Cardinal Jean-Pierre Ricard, archbishop of Bordeaux, France, for the death on Monday at the age of 94, of Abbe Pierre, founder of the Community of Emmaus.  "Informed of the death of Abbe Pierre, the Holy Father gives thanks for his activity in favor of the poorest, by which he bore witness to the charity that comes from Christ. Entrusting to divine mercy this priest whose whole life was dedicated to fighting poverty, he asks the Lord to welcome him into the peace of His kingdom. By way of comfort and hope, His Holiness sends you a heartfelt apostolic blessing, which he extends to the family of the departed, to members of the communities of Emmaus, and to everyone gathering for the funeral


Henri Antoine Groués, known as Abbé Pierre, was born on 5 August 1912 in Lyons, France to rich parents. At the age of 16 while visiting Assisi, he made up his mind to become a Capuchin Friar, and at 19, after giving his part of the family heritage to the poor, he entered an enclosed order of Capuchins in Lyons. He was ordained a priest in 1938 and the following year due to poor health he left the monastic life and was sent to work in the diocese of Grenoble. In 1942 by chance, he begins to work hard to save people from Nazi tyranny and to free France from Nazism. In 1944 he was arrested by the Gestapo, but escaped to Algiers. After the war he returned to Paris and was elected a member of the National Assembly. Towards the end of 1949 he started the Emmaus Movement. He toured France and Europe for two years 1952 - 1954 giving conferences on the serious problems, the homeless, hunger in the world etc., collecting money and material donations. Emmaus Communities began to flourish  with the intent to help “those who are worse off” . He received various awards. Today there are 400 communities in 38 different countries. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/1/2007 ; righe 28, parole 436)      

24 January 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN - “The path of ecumenism is slow and uphill, as every path of repentance. However it is a path which after the initial difficulties and precisely because of them, presents many occasions for joy, refreshing stops, and allows us now and then to inhale deeply the pure air of communion”: Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching at the General Audience  

Vatican City – The “marvellous flourishing of efforts to restore unity among Christians” particularly in the past 40 years was the subject of  Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching during the weekly audience on Wednesday 24 January, almost at the end of the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The Second Vatican Council (Unitatis redintegratio 5) stated that “The attainment of union is the concern of the whole Church, faithful and shepherds alike” and the Holy Father recalled “our first common duty is prayer. By praying, and praying together Christians become more aware that even though still divided they are brothers; furthermore, by praying we learn to listen more to the Lord because only by listening to the Lord and heeding his voice can we find the path to unity.”


The Holy Father explained that ecumenism “is a slow process, a slow and uphill path, like every path of repentance. However it is a path which after the initial difficulties and precisely because of them, presents many occasions for joy, refreshing stops, and allows us now and then to inhale deeply the pure air of communion”. As experience shows since Vatican II “promotion of Christian unity is undertaken at various levels and many different circumstances: in parishes, in hospitals, in contact among people, in cooperation among local communities all over the world especially in regions where a gesture of good will for a brother requires great effort and also the purification of memory”. In this context, which the Pope described as one of “hope, filled with concrete steps towards full communion of Christians”, is set also the ministry of the Bishop of Rome, Shepherd of the universal Church. In this regard the Pope recalled significant ecumenical events in the past 12 months “motives for joy and for gratitude to the Lord”.


The year 2006 began with an official visit to the Pope of the leaders of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the presence for Vespers on 25 January 2006 at the end of the "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the Basilica of St Paul’s outside the walls of European Delegates for Ecumenism, convoked jointly by the Council of the Bishops’ Conferences of Europe and the Conference of European Churches for the first stop towards the European Ecumenical Meeting in Sibiu, Rumania, in September this year. The Pope recalled his meetings with delegations of the World Baptist Alliance, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and with the leaders of the Orthodox Church of Georgia. The Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia, Alexis II, asked the Holy See to take part in the  "Summit of Religious Leaders" held in Moscow in July. 


The Holy Father recalled the visit  of  Metropolitan Kyril of the Patriarchate of Moscow, and that of a group of Priests and Seminarians from the Theological College of the «Apostoliki Diakonia» of the Greek Orthodox Church. The Pope sent  messages to a Meeting of the World Council of Churches at  Porto Alegre, and  to the General Meeting of the World Methodist Council in Seoul. He mentioned to visit of the Christian World Communions, the official visit of the  Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican Communion, and his ‘unforgettable’ journey to Turkey. The year closed with the official visit to Rome of the Archbishop of Athens and all Greece, his Beatitude His Beatitude Christodoulos.


The Pope concluded his discourse underlining that “these events highlight our common commitment – often silent, but serious – for unity. They encourage us to make every effort to advance in this slow but important uphill path”. The Holy Father then entrusted these efforts to the constant intercession of the Mother of God and patron saints, “praying and working with confidence, certain that the Holy Spirit will do the rest. He will grant us complete unity how and when He pleases”. 


Greeting different groups Pope Benedict XVI greeted Catholics from the Italian diocese of Emilia Romagna, accompanying their Bishops on their ad limina visit with these words: “Dear friends, take every opportunity to announce the Gospel without losing courage and always happy to proclaim the truth which illuminates and saves. Above all give priority to prayer for evangelisation and perseverance in the faith. Be ready to discern with every apostolic means to foster missionary zeal in Christian communities. Experience shows that a diocese, a parish which prays and vibrates with missionary spirit, is a community which is fervent and dynamic”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2007 – righe 55, parole 765) 

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=706
25 January 2007 - ecumenical Vespers at the end of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on the feast of the conversion of St Paul 
VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI concludes Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: “We must ask ourselves: have we Christians become too silent? Do we lack perhaps the courage to speak, to bear witness like those who witnessed the healing of the deaf and dumb man? Our world needs this witness; it waits especially for the common witness of Christians” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Division and incommunicability, consequences of sin, are contrary to God’s plan for humanity… "speaking" and "listening are essential conditions for building the civilisation of love.” This statement was part of the homily delivered by Pope Benedict XVI on the last day the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Thursday 25 January, feast of the Conversion of St Paul, during ecumenical Vespers at the Basilica of St Paul’s outside the Walls in the presence of representatives of other Christian communities. In his homily the Pope reflected on the theme chosen for this year’s Week of Prayer for Unity, “He makes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak”.


“The words ‘He makes the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak’ are the good news which announces the arrival of God’s Kingdom, the healing of incommunicability and division – the Pope explained-. This message is found in all the teachings and activity of Jesus who travels to villages, towns and open countryside ‘And wherever he went, to village or town or farm, they laid down the sick in the open spaces, begging him to let them touch even the fringe of his cloak. And all those who touched him were saved (Mk 6,56).”


Recalling the Gospel account of the healing of the man who was deaf and dumb, the Pope said “in the Christian perspective, listening is a priority… Therefore listening to the Word of God is a priority for our ecumenical commitment. It is not we who build or organise the unity of the Church. The Church does not build up herself, she lives not of herself but of the creating word which comes from the mouth of God. Listening together to the Word of God; practicing lectio divina of the Bible, reading linked with prayer; letting ourselves be surprised by the unchanging and inexhaustible newness of God’s Word; overcoming our deafness for words not in keeping with our prejudices and opinions; listen and study, in communion of believers of every era; all this is part of a the path to travel to reach unity in the faith, in response to listening to the Word.” 


“Those who wish to listen to the Word of God can and must then speak and share it with others – the Pope said -, to those who have never heard it, or those who have forgotten it and hidden it under the thorns of the anxieties and illusions of the world”. He added: “We must ask ourselves: have we Christians become too silent? Do we perhaps lack the courage to speak out and bear witness like those who witnessed the healing of the deaf and dumb man? Our world needs this witness; it waits especially for the common witness of Christians. Hence, listening to God who speaks, implicates reciprocal listening, dialogue among Churches and Ecclesial Communities. Honest and sincere dialogue is the indispensable path for advancing towards unity… In dialogue we listen and we communicate; we compare positions and with God’s grace we reach an agreement in his Word accepting its demands which are valid for all.”


The Holy Father continued “ecumenical dialogue includes fraternal correction and leads to reciprocal spiritual enrichment in sharing authentic experiences of faith and Christian life”, but for this to happen “we must never tire of imploring for the assistance of God’s grace and the illumination of the Holy Spirit”, like Christians all over the world have done during this  "Week", or will do with the Novena which precedes Pentecost, “lifting up their prayers with trust that all the disciples of Christ may be one and that, listening to the Word, they may bear united witness for the men and women of our day”.


Pope Benedict XVI concluded entrusting to the intercession of Saint Paul “tireless builder of the unity of the Church”, the fruits of the many fraternal meetings and dialogue during 2006. “In those events we experienced the joy of brotherhood but also sadness for the tensions which persist, while clinging always to the hope which the Lord instils in us”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/1/2007 – righe 46, parole 673)

See homily in Italian
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25 January 2007 – Audience to Members ordinary Council of the General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops 
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI hopes coming Synod will help “rediscover the importance of the Word of God in the lives of all Christians, and of all ecclesial and civil communities and rediscover the missionary dynamism contained in the Word of God”:  Audience to members of the ordinary Council of the General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “On 25 January Pope Benedict XVI received the members of the ordinary council of the General Secretariat for the Synod of Bishops. The Council is currently preparing the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod, due to be held in October 2008 on the theme: "The Word of God in the Life and the Mission of the Church." In his talk, the Pope referred to the importance of the theme, "because," he said, "the spiritual activity which expresses and nourishes the life and mission of the Church is necessarily based on the Word of God." That Word, moreover, "being destined for all the Lord's disciples - as the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity reminded us - calls for special veneration and obedience, in order for it to be recognized also as an urgent call to full union between all believers in Christ." 

Benedict XVI congratulated those present for the work undertaken indicating that the members of the ordinary council are about to complete the preparation of the "Lineamenta" (draft guidelines) and pointed out how these "will serve as a valuable tool enabling the entire Church to study the theme of the forthcoming assembly." The Holy Father concluded with the hope that synodal assembly "may help to rediscover the importance of the Word of God in the lives of all Christians, and of all ecclesial and civil communities and rediscover the missionary dynamism contained in the Word of God."”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/1/2007 – righe 19, parole 280) 
See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=707
27 January 2007 – Pope Benedict XVI addresses the Tribunal of the Roman Rota
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the Tribunal of the Roman Rota: “The indissolubility of marriage does not derive from the definitive commitment of the two parties involved; rather it is intrinsic to the nature of the 'potent bond established by the Creator.'"

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This morning in the Vatican, Benedict XVI received the dean, judges, promoters of justice, defenders of the bond, officials and lawyers of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota, for the occasion of the inauguration of the judicial year. At the beginning of his address to them, the Holy Father pointed out that “the expression 'truth of marriage' loses all existential significance in a cultural context marked by the relativism and juridical positivism that consider marriage as a mere social formalization of the ties of affection. Thus, marriage not only becomes contingent, as human affections can be contingent, but appears as a superimposed legal structure which human will can manipulate at will, even denying its heterosexual character."


The Holy Father said the crisis in the meaning of marriage is noted even in the mindset of some Catholics and he warned against those who believe that "the conciliar doctrine on marriage - and in particular the description of that institution as 'intima communitas vitae et amoris' - necessarily leads to denying the existence of an indissoluble conjugal bond," on the grounds that this is "an 'ideal' which not all 'normal Christians' can be 'obliged' to follow.".” Also in certain ecclesial circles there is a widespread conviction that  “the pastoral good of persons in irregular marriage situations would demand a sort of canonical regularisation, independent from the validity or nullity of their marriage... the path of a declaration of matrimonial nullity is in fact considered a juridical tool for reaching this objective according to a logic in which law becomes the formalisation of subjective claims”. 


Pope Benedict XVI recalled that  "The anthropological and salvific truth of marriage - also in its juridical dimension - is already present in Holy Scripture," said the Pope, and he quoted: "[He] made them male and female, and said, for this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one. ... What therefore God has joined together, let no man put asunder." The Book of Genesis, he continued, also "presents the truth of marriage at the 'beginning'," a truth that achieves fullness "in the union of Christ with the Church. (cfr Eph 5, 30-31) the subject of ample and deep reflection on the part of Pope John Paul II in his cycle of catechesis on human love in the divine plan”. The Holy Father went on to say “ Each marriage is certainly the fruit of the free will of a man and a woman, but their freedom puts into effect the natural capacity inherent to their masculinity and femininity. ... The indissolubility of marriage does not derive from the definitive commitment of the two parties involved; rather it is intrinsic to the nature of the 'potent bond established by the Creator.' The contracting parties must make a definitive commitment because such is the nature of marriage in the plan of creation and redemption”. 

In his address the Pontiff said  “proper understanding of the institution of matrimony cannot fail to include clarity with reward to its juridical dimension”, which for the Church follows the teaching of Jesus, the Apostles and the Holy Fathers. “Against the subjective and libertarian realization of sexual experience," said Benedict XVI, "the tradition of the Church clearly affirms the naturally juridical nature of marriage, in other words the fact that, by its very character, it pertains to the field of justice in interpersonal relationships." In this context, he went on, "the law interweaves with life and love. ... As I wrote in my first encyclical ‘From the standpoint of creation, eros directs man towards marriage, to a bond which is unique and definitive; thus, and only thus, does it fulfil its deepest purpose’ (Deus caritas est, 11).”

Referring to the danger of the erroneous interpretation of current canonical norms, the Holy Father encouraged his audience to react "with courage and trust, ... without allowing yourselves to be seduced by interpretations that entail a break with the tradition of the Church.” “The contribution of ecclesial tribunals to overcoming the crisis in the significance of marriage, both in the Church and in civil society, may seem to be some somewhat secondary," he said. However, "precisely because marriage has an intrinsically juridical dimension to be "wise and convinced servants of justice in this delicate and important field is most important and has a most significant value of witness of great support for all”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/1/2007 – righe 52, parole 725) 
See the Pope’s address in Italian
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28 January 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Authentic Christian faith never mortifies human freedom and reason” Pope Benedict XVI’s Angelus reflection; appeal for peace in Lebanon and Gaza Strip 
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The ever pertinent  word of Saint Thomas Aquinas, an appeal for peace in Lebanon and Gaza Strip, World Leprosy Day and the month of peace celebrated by Catholic Action were the themes on which Pope Benedict XVI focused his reflection before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday  28 January   


The Pope recalled St Thomas Aquinas on his feast day,  “he offers a valid model of harmony between reason and faith, dimensions of the human spirit which are fully realised in reciprocal encounter and dialogue”. Underlining the unchanging pertinence of St Thomas’s teaching, the Pope said “if man thinks only of material and tangible things and closes his mind to the great questions of life, about himself and about God he is impoverished… authentic Christian faith never mortifies human freedom and reason; why then must faith and reason fear one another, if they can best express themselves when they meet and dialogue? Faith supposes reason and perfection, and reason, illuminated by faith, finds the strength to lift itself to knowledge of God and the spiritual realities. Human reason loses nothing by opening itself to the contents of the faith, indeed, these require the free and conscious adhesion of the mind.”


The Pope made an appeal for peace in the  Lebanon: “Over the past few days violence has returned to bloody the Lebanon. It is unacceptable that this path be taken to support political reasons. I am deeply concerned for those beloved people. I know that many Lebanese disorientated by what is happening are tempted to lose hope. I endorse the powerful words of His Beatitude Cardinal Nasrallah Pierre Sfeir to denounce fratricidal fighting. With him and with the other religious leaders I invoke God’s help that all Lebanese people without distinction may wish and can work together to make their homeland a common home, overcoming selfish attitudes which prevent people from taking care of the country (cfr. Esortazione Apostolica Una speranza nuova per il Libano, N. 94). To Christians in Lebanon I renew the call to promote authentic dialogue among the different communities and I invoke upon all the protection of Our Lady of Lebanon. I also hope for a cessation of violence in the Gaza Strip. To all who live there, I wish to express my spiritual closeness and assure my prayer that there may prevail a will to work together for the common good, choosing peaceful ways to overcome differences and tensions.”


After the Marian Prayer Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the international World Leprosy Day: “I wish to greet and assure my special prayers for all who suffer from this disease. I hope they will be cured and in any case that they may receive adequate care in dignified conditions. I encourage healthcare workers and volunteers who assist these people and all who collaborate in different ways to eradicate this disease which is a social scourge. Many men and women following the footsteps of Christ have dedicated themselves to this noble cause. I would recall among them Raoul Follereau and Blessed Damian de Veuster apostle of lepers in Molokai.”


The Pope concluded with a greeting to children members of Catholic Action of the diocese of Rome who had come to St Peter’s Square accompanied by parents and teachers and the Pope’s vicar for the diocese, Cardinal Ruini, to conclude a Month of Peace. “Two of your representatives are here beside me to help me free a pair of doves as symbols of peace – the Pope told the children. But you are the real messengers of peace! On the wings of goodness and faith carry everywhere the joy of being and living as children of the One Father in heaven.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/1/2007; righe 45, parole 655)

See the Pope’s address
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31 January 2007 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Barnabas, Silvanus and Apollos, co-workers of St Paul, “shine in the host of witnesses to the Gospel, bright examples of selflessness and generosity”: the Pope’s weekly catechesis 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – St Paul “was a man who welcomed collaboration” and in the Church “rather than try to do everything himself”, he relied on the help of many companions: some of these “who played an especially significant role in the early work of evangelisation: Barnabas, Silas and Apollos”, were the subject of the catechesis given by Pope Benedict XVI during his Wednesday Audience on 31 January.


Among the “many men and women who worked with St Paul”, Barnabas, a Levite-Jew  from Cyprus, was one of the first to embrace Christianity, after the Lord’s resurrection. “It was he who vouched for the conversion of Saul before the Christian community in Jerusalem which still mistrusted the former persecutor – the Holy Father said. Sent to Antioch in Syria, hewent to fetch Paul in Tarsus where the latter had withdrawn and spent a whole year with him evangelising that important city whose local Church knew Barnabas a scholar and a prophet”. Barnabas was sent on mission by the Church of Antioch together with Paul, as his helper, and touched the regions of Cyprus, and central and southern Anatolia, today Turkey with the cities of Attalia, Perge, Antioch of Pysidia, Iconio, Listra and Derbe. With Paul he took part in what is known as the Council of Jerusalem where the decision was taken to remove the practice of circumcision from the Christian identity. Paul and Barnabas had an argument at the start of the second missionary journey because Barnabas wanted to take John Mark with them, while Paul refused because the latter had left them during the previous journey. “Even among saints differences, discord and controversies arise," commented the Holy Father. “And I find this a consolation because we see that saints have not 'come down from heaven.' They are people like us, with problems, even complicated problems. Sanctity does not consist in never having made mistakes or sinned. Sanctity grows in the capacity for conversion and penance, of willingness to start again and, above all, in the capacity for reconciliation and forgiveness. And so Paul, who had been rather harsh and bitter towards Mark, in the end is reconciled with him.” 


Another companion of Paul was Sila, Greek form of a Jewish name of which there is also a Latinised version Silvanus. “He was a Jew from Jerusalem, one of the first to become a Christian, and was highly esteemed and considered a prophet in that Church”. He was charged with communicating and explaining the decisions taken by the Council of Jerusalem to the brothers and sisters in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. “Evidently – the Pope said – he was considered capable of undertaking a sort of mediation between Jerusalem and Antioch, between Christians of Jewish origin and those of pagan origin, and thus serve the unity of the Church in the diversity of rites and origins”. Paul, after separating from Barnabas, took Silvanus as a new travelling companion. “With Paul Sila reached Macedonia, with the cities of Filippi, Thessaloniki and Berea, where he stayed, whereas Paul went on to Athens and then Corinth. Silvanus joined him in Corinth and cooperated in the work of preaching the Gospel”. The Holy Father underlined that “Paul does not work as a "soloist", merely as an individual, he works with these co-workers in the "we" of the Church… and Silvanus in also mentioned in the First Letter of Peter, where we read: « I write these few words to you through Silvanus, who is a trustworthy brother, » (5,12). Thus we see the communion of the Apostles. Silvanus is useful to Paul, he is useful to Peter because the Church is one and the missionary announcement is one.”


Paul’s third companion Apollos was a fervent Jew from Alexandria of Egypt. At Ephesus where he went to preach he met a Christian married couple Priscilla and Aquila. From Ephesus he went to Corinth and “When he arrived there he was able by God's grace to help the believers considerably by the energetic way he refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating from the scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.” (Acts 18,27-28). Some members of that Church, fascinated with his manner of speaking, even went as far as to reject the others “Paul in the first letter to the Corinthians expresses appreciation for the work of Apollos, however he reproves the Corinthians for lacerating the Body of Christ dividing into opposing  factions”. 


“All three of these men shine in the host of witnesses to the Gospel” the Holy Father concluded. “In this original evangelising mission they found the meaning of their life and they stand before us as shining examples of  selflessness and generosity. Let us think once again of what St Paul said: both Apollos and I are ministers of Jesus, each in his own way, because it is God who gives growth. This word is true today for all, for the Pope, the cardinals, bishops, priests, the laity. We are all humble ministers of Jesus. We serve the Gospel to the best of our ability, according to our gifts, and we pray that God will give growth to the Gospel, to his Church.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2007 – righe 57, parole 821) 

See the Pope’s teaching
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VERBA PONTIFICIS

Africa

“In considering the political situation in the various continents, we find even more reasons for concern and reasons for hope. At the outset, we note that peace is often fragile and even mocked. We cannot forget the African Continent. The drama of Darfur continues and is being extended to the border regions of Chad and the Central African Republic. The international community has seemed powerless for almost four years, despite initiatives intended to bring relief to the populations in distress and to arrive at a political solution. Only by active cooperation between the United Nations, the African Union, the governments and other interested parties will these methods achieve results. I invite all those concerned to act with determination: we cannot accept that so many innocent people continue to suffer and die in this way. The situation in the Horn of Africa has recently become more serious, with the resumption of hostilities and the internationalization of the conflict. While calling upon all parties to lay down their arms and to enter negotiations, I should like to invoke the memory of Sister Leonella Sgorbati, who gave her life in the service of the least fortunate, and prayed that her murderers be forgiven. May her example and her witness inspire all those who truly seek the good of Somalia. 

With regard to Uganda, we must pray for the progress of negotiations between the parties, in order to hasten the end of that cruel conflict which has even seen numerous children enlisted and forced to become soldiers. This would allow the many displaced persons to return home and to resume a dignified way of life. The contribution of religious leaders and the recent appointment of a Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations augur well. I repeat: we must not forget Africa with its numerous situations of war and tension. We must remember that only negotiations between the various protagonists can open the way to a just settlement of the conflicts and offer a glimpse of progress towards the establishment of lasting peace. The Great Lakes Region has seen much bloodshed over the years through merciless wars. Recent positive developments are to be welcomed with interest and hope, especially the conclusion of the period of political transition in Burundi and, more recently, in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Yet it is urgent that these countries commit themselves to restoring the proper functioning of the rule of law, in order to disarm the warlords and allow society to develop. In Rwanda, I pray that the long process of national reconciliation after the genocide may finally result in justice, but also in truth and forgiveness. The International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, with the participation of a delegation from the Holy See and representatives of numerous national and regional Episcopal conferences of Central and Eastern Africa, affords a glimpse of new hopes. Finally, I should like to mention the Ivory Coast, urging the embattled parties to create a climate of mutual trust that can lead to disarmament and peace. And I should like to speak of Southern Africa: in the countries of this region, millions of people are reduced to a situation of great vulnerability that clamours for the attention and the support of the international community.

Among the positive signs for Africa is the wish expressed by the international community to keep its attention focused on this continent. Likewise, the strengthening of Africa’s continental and regional institutions bears witness to the desire of the countries concerned to take increasing charge of their own destiny. Moreover, we must pay tribute to the laudable attitude of the people who commit themselves with determination every day, on the ground, to promote projects which contribute to the development and the organization of economic and social life”. (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

South America

“The apostolic journey that I shall undertake next May to Brazil gives me the opportunity to turn my attention towards that great country, which awaits me with joy, and towards the whole of Latin America and the Caribbean. The improvement in certain economic indicators, the commitment to combat drug-trafficking and corruption, the various processes of integration, the efforts to improve access to education, to fight unemployment and to reduce inequalities in the distribution of revenues – these are all signs to be viewed with satisfaction. If these developments are consolidated, they will be able to make a decisive contribution to overcoming the poverty that afflicts vast sectors of the population and to increasing the stability of institutions. In the light of the elections that took place last year in several countries, it should be emphasized that democracy is called to take into account the aspirations of the citizens as a whole, and to promote increasing respect for all the components of society, according to the principles of solidarity, subsidiarity and justice. Yet the practice of democracy must not be allowed to turn into the dictatorship of relativism, by proposing anthropological models incompatible with the nature and dignity of the human person. 

My attention is focused in a special way on certain individual countries – notably Colombia, where the long internal conflict has provoked a humanitarian crisis, especially as far as displaced persons are concerned. Every effort must be made to bring peace to the country, to return to families their loved ones who have been kidnapped, to restore security and normal life for millions of people. Such signs will give confidence to everyone, including those who have been implicated in the armed struggle. Our attention is also turned towards Cuba. In voicing the hope that all of its inhabitants may realize their legitimate aspirations, amid concern for the common good, I should like to renew the appeal made by my venerable Predecessor: “Let Cuba open itself to the world, and let the world open itself to Cuba.” Mutual openness to other countries can only bring benefits to all concerned. Not far away, the people of Haiti continue to live in great poverty surrounded by violence. I pray that the interest of the international community – manifested among other things by the conferences of donors that took place in 2006 – will lead to the consolidation of institutions and will allow the people to become the architects of their own development, amid a climate of reconciliation and harmony.  (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See). 

Asia

“The Asian continent includes countries characterized by very large populations and significant economic development. I am thinking of China and India, countries that are in rapid expansion, and I hope that their growing presence on the international stage will bring with it benefits for their own populations and for other nations. Likewise, I pray for Vietnam, recalling its recent entry into the World Trade Organization. My thoughts go out to the Christian communities. In most Asian countries, they tend to be small but lively communities, with a legitimate desire to be able to live and act in a climate of religious liberty. This is not only a primordial right but it is a condition that will enable them to contribute to the material and spiritual progress of society, and to be sources of cohesion and harmony. In East Timor, the Catholic Church intends to continue making her contribution, notably in the fields of education, healthcare and national reconciliation. The political crisis experienced by this young State, and by other countries in the region, highlights a certain fragility in the processes of democratization. Dangerous sources of tension are lurking in the Korean Peninsula. The goal of reconciling the Korean people and maintaining the Peninsula as a nuclear-free zone – which will bring benefits to the entire region – must be pursued within the context of negotiations. It is important to avoid gestures that could compromise the talks, and likewise to avoid making their results a condition for the humanitarian aid destined for the most vulnerable sectors of the North Korean population. I would like to draw your attention to two other Asian countries that give cause for concern. In Afghanistan, in recent months, we can only deplore the notable increase in violence and terrorist attacks. This has rendered the way out of the crisis more difficult, and it weighs heavily on the local population. In Sri Lanka, the failure of the Geneva negotiations between the Government and the Tamil Movement has brought with it an intensification of the conflict, causing great suffering among the civilian population. Only the path of dialogue can ensure a better and safer future for all.” (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

Europe
“Closer to us, in Europe, two new countries, Bulgaria and Romania, nations with a long Christian tradition, have joined the European Union. As the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Treaty of Rome approaches, some reflection on the Constitutional Treaty would seem appropriate. I hope that the fundamental values that are at the basis of human dignity will be fully protected, particularly religious freedom in all its dimensions and the institutional rights of Churches. Likewise, one cannot ignore the undeniable Christian heritage of the continent, which has greatly contributed to the formation of European nations and European peoples. The fiftieth anniversary of the rising of Budapest, celebrated last October, calls to mind the dramatic events of the twentieth century, and it prompts all Europeans to build a future free from oppression and from ideological conditioning, to establish bonds of friendship and fraternity, and to show concern and solidarity towards the poor and the weak. Likewise, the tensions of the past must be purified by promoting reconciliation at all levels, since this alone opens the way to the future and gives hope. I also appeal to all those on European soil who are tempted by terrorism, to cease from all such activity: actions of this kind only lead to more violence and create fear among populations – they are simply a dead end. And I must also mention the various “frozen conflicts” and today’s recurring tensions linked to energy resources, in the hope that they will find a rapid and definitive solution.

I pray that the Balkan region will arrive at the stability so ardently desired, particularly through the integration of the nations concerned into continental structures with the support of the international community. The establishment of diplomatic relations with the Republic of Montenegro, which has recently entered peacefully into the family of nations, and the Fundamental Accord signed with Bosnia-Herzegovina are signs of the Holy See’s constant concern for the Balkan region. As the moment approaches in which the statute of Kosovo will be defined, the Holy See asks all concerned to strive with far-sighted wisdom, flexibility and moderation, so that a solution may be found which respects the rights and legitimate expectations of all”. (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

World Hunger 
“At the start of the year, we are invited to turn our attention to the international situation, so as to focus upon the challenges that we are called to address together.  Among the key issues, how can we not think of the millions of people, especially women and children, who lack water, food, or shelter? The worsening scandal of hunger is unacceptable in a world which has the resources, the knowledge, and the means available to bring it to an end. It impels us to change our way of life, it reminds us of the urgent need to eliminate the structural causes of global economic dysfunction and to correct models of growth that seem incapable of guaranteeing respect for the environment and for integral human development, both now and in the future. Once again I invite the leaders of the wealthiest nations to take the necessary steps to ensure that poor countries, which often have a wealth of natural resources, are able to benefit from the fruits of goods that are rightfully theirs. From this point of view, the delay in implementing the commitments undertaken by the international community during the last few years is another cause of concern. So it is to be hoped that the trade negotiations of the “Doha Development Round” of the World Trade Organization will be resumed, and that the process of debt cancellation and reduction for the poorest countries will be continued and accelerated. At the same time, these processes must not be made conditional upon structural adjustments that are detrimental to the most vulnerable populations. Equally, in the area of disarmament, symptoms of a developing crisis are multiplying, linked to difficulties in negotiations over conventional weapons and weapons of mass destruction and also to the rise in global military expenditure. Security issues – aggravated by terrorism, which is to be utterly condemned – must be approached from a global and far-sighted perspective”. (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

Middle East
The Middle East is also a source of great anxiety. For this reason I decided to write a Christmas letter to the Catholics of the region, expressing my solidarity and spiritual closeness to them all, and encouraging them to remain in the region, as I am sure that their witness will be of assistance and support for a future of peace and fraternity. I renew my urgent appeal to all parties involved in the complex political chessboard of the region, hoping for a consolidation of the positive signs noted in recent weeks between Israelis and Palestinians. The Holy See will never tire of reiterating that armed solutions achieve nothing, as we saw in Lebanon last summer. In fact, the future of that country depends upon the unity of all its components, and upon fraternal relations between its different religious and social groupings. This would constitute a message of hope for all. It is no longer possible to be satisfied with partial or unilateral solutions. In order to put an end to the crisis and to the sufferings it causes among the population, a global approach is needed, which excludes no one from the search for a negotiated settlement, taking into account the legitimate interests and aspirations of the different peoples involved. In particular, the Lebanese have a right to see the integrity and sovereignty of their country respected; the Israelis have a right to live in peace in their State; the Palestinians have a right to a free and sovereign homeland. When each of the peoples in the region sees that its expectations are taken into consideration and thus feels less threatened, then mutual trust will be strengthened. This trust will grow if a country like Iran, especially in relation to its nuclear programme, agrees to give a satisfactory response to the legitimate concerns of the international community. Steps taken in this direction surely help to stabilize the whole region, especially Iraq, putting an end to the appalling violence which disfigures that country with bloodshed, and offering an opportunity to work for reconstruction and reconciliation between all its inhabitants. (8 January 2007 - Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See) 

Mission
“I am happy to recall that on the occasion of the Epiphany, the World Day of the Missionary Childhood is celebrated. It is the feast on which Christian children live with joy the gift of faith and pray that the light of Jesus reaches all the children of the world. I thank the children of the "Divine Infancy", present in 110 countries, because they are precious cooperators of the Gospel and apostles of Christian solidarity to those most in need. I encourage educators to cultivate in the little ones the missionary spirit, so that impassioned missionaries are born among them, witnesses of the tenderness of God and announcers of his love. Now we invoke the Virgin Mary, Star of Evangelization: through her intercession may Christians in every part of the earth live as sons of the light and lead humanity to Christ, true light of the world”.(6 January 2007 – Angelus) 

Peace

“Today, I would like to make my own those Messages of the Council which have lost nothing of their timeliness. For instance, one reads in the Message addressed to Rulers: "Your task is to be in the world the promoters of order and peace among men. But never forget this: It is God, the living and true God, who is the Father of men. And it is Christ, his eternal Son, who came to make this known to us and to teach us that we are all brothers. He it is who is the great artisan of order and peace on earth, for he it is who guides human history and who alone can incline hearts to renounce those evil passions which beget war and misfortune". How can we fail to recognize in these words of the Council Fathers the luminous trail of a journey which alone can transform the history of the nations and the world?”. (6 January 2007 – Homily on the Solemnity of the Epiphany) 

Christian Unity
“This year the biblical theme proposed for common reflection and prayer during this "Week" is: "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak" (Mk 7: 31-37). These words are taken from Mark's Gospel and refer to the healing of a deaf-mute by Jesus. In this short passage, the Evangelist recounts that the Lord, after putting his fingers into his ears and touching his tongue with saliva, worked the miracle by saying: "Ephphatha", which means "be opened". Having regained his hearing and the gift of speech, the man roused the admiration of others by telling what had happened to him. 

Every Christian, spiritually deaf and mute because of original sin, receives with Baptism the gift of the Lord who places his fingers on his face and thus, through the grace of Baptism, becomes able to hear the Word of God and to proclaim it to his brethren. Indeed, from that very moment it is his task to mature in knowledge and love for Christ so as to be able to proclaim and witness effectively to the Gospel. This topic, shedding light on two aspects of the mission of every Christian community - the proclamation of the Gospel and the witness of charity -, also underlines how important it is to translate Christ's message into concrete initiatives of solidarity. This encourages the journey to unity because it can be said that any relief to the suffering of their neighbour which Christians offer together, however little, also helps to make more visible their communion and fidelity to the Lord's command. Prayer for Christian unity cannot, however, be limited to one week a year. The unanimous plea to the Lord that in times and ways known only to him he may bring about the full unity of all his disciples must extend to every day of the year. Furthermore, the harmony of intentions in the service to alleviate human suffering, the search for the truth of Christ's message, conversion and penance are obligatory steps through which every Christian worthy of the name must join his brother or sister to implore the gift of unity and communion. I exhort you, therefore, to spend these days in an atmosphere of prayerful listening to the Spirit of God, so that important steps may be made on the path to full and perfect communion among all Christ's disciples. May the Virgin Mary obtain this for us; may she, whom we invoke as Mother of the Church and help of all Christians, sustain our way towards Christ”. (17 January 2007 – General Audience) 
“Therefore, listening to the Word of God is a priority for our ecumenical commitment. Indeed, it is not we who act or who organize the unity of the Church. The Church does not make herself or live of herself, but from the creative Word that comes from the mouth of God. To listen to the word of God together; to practice the lectio divina of the Bible, that is, reading linked with prayer; letting ourselves be amazed by the newness of the Word of God that never ages and is never depleted; overcoming our deafness to those words that do not correspond with our prejudices and our opinions; to listen and also to study, in the communion of believers of all ages; all these things constitute a path to be taken in order to achieve unity in the faith as a response to listening to the Word. Anyone who listens to the Word of God can and must speak and transmit it to others, to those who have never heard it, or who have forgotten it and buried under the thorny troubles and deceptions of the world (cf. Mt 13: 22). We must ask ourselves: have not we Christians become perhaps too silent? Do we not perhaps lack the courage to speak out and witness as did those who witnessed the healing of the deaf-mute in the Decapolis? Our world needs this witness; above all, it is waiting for the common testimony of Christians. Therefore listening to the God who speaks also implies a reciprocal listening, the dialogue between the Churches and the Ecclesial Communities. Honest and loyal dialogue is the typical and indispensable instrument in the quest for unity. 

The Decree on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican Council emphasized that if Christians do not know each other reciprocally, progress on the path of communion is unthinkable. Indeed, in dialogue we listen and communicate; we confront one another and, with God's grace, it is possible to converge on his Word, accepting its demands that apply to all”. (25 January 2007 – Homily during Ecumenical Vespers  in St Paul’s)
The Blessed Virigin Mary
“Let us begin this new year, therefore, by looking at Mary whom we received from God's hands as a precious "talent" to be made fruitful, a providential opportunity to contribute to bringing about the Kingdom of God. In this atmosphere of prayer and gratitude to the Lord for the gift of a new year, I am pleased to address my respectful thoughts to the distinguished Ambassadors of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See who have desired to take part in today's solemn Celebration. 

I cordially greet Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, my Secretary of State. I greet Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino and the members of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and express to them my deep gratitude for the commitment with which they daily promote these values, so fundamental to social life. For this World Day of Peace, I addressed the customary Message to the Governors and Leaders of Nations, as well as to all men and women of good will. Its theme this year is: The human person, the heart of peace ”. (1 January 2007 – Homily on Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission
Lusaka  “Epiphany Sunday, the feast of the manifestation of the Lord’s Jesus, is at hand. I would ask all the brothers and sisters to continue a pray for the success of the Church’s missionary activity in the world, especially because Epiphany Sunday is dedicated to the Pontifical  Mission Society of Holy Childhood. The Society is placed under the protection of the Child Jesus” Fr Bernard Makadani Zulu, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in  Zambia writes in a message on the occasion of the imminent Feast of the Epiphany. “On the occasion of this feast day, the Church calls us to intensify pastoral care for children to help them be aware they too are missionaries with the duty to spread the Good News to the ends of the earth. We are asked to pray for children who suffer. Prayer and offerings are the two pillars of Holy Childhood. These are two means of meeting the spiritual and material needs of children in orphanages, hospitals, schools, parishes, movements and associations”.  The National Director concludes: “The duty of the Pontifical Mission Society of Holy Childhood is to teach children the Catholic faith, to protect human life and to help children in difficulty . On the occasion of this Feast of the Epiphany I ask you to give generously to Holy Childhood for the work of building up the Church. I encourage the clergy, religious, lay Catholics, parents and children especially to pray for the children of the world that all may become authentic disciples of Christ”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 4/1/2007 righe 28 parole 309) (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 4/1/2007 righe 28 parole 309)
Buenos Aires  – The Catholic Bishops of Argentina have urged Catholics to take part in the 3rd National Church Support Campaign. In a Pastoral letter the Bishops write “We as the Church achieve much. We are grateful that Jesus sends us to the world and we are grateful for the generous work of priests, consecrated persons and lay faithful. But there is still much remains to be done to proclaim Jesus in every home and to let the Gospel transform our country into a country of brothers and sisters. This is why once again we ask you to share your talents, your time and your material goods”. This third nation wide initiative follows two successful campaigns. Broad and general in scope the national campaign is adapted to suit situations in parishes and dioceses.   


This year’s campaign slogan "We are the Church. It is time for us to Share", underlines the responsibility of every Catholic to support the Church’s mission to evangelise. The campaign is held during Lent with the main collection on the 4th Sunday of Lent, this year 17 and 18 March, or another day set by the respective diocese. The campaign involves pastoral workers, families, religious communities, schools. However the organisers say a change in mindset with regard to support for the evangelising mission of the Church, calls for personal conversion on the part of the clergy and faithful which presupposes a parish community mature in co-responsibility, transparency, Gospel poverty, effective and exemplary solidarity.  As in previous years information is being distributed to parishes and communities. This material includes the Bishop’s Pastoral Letter to be read on Sundays and a copy given to each family; a leaflet on how to support the Church’s work of evangelisation; the Campaign Poster ; suggestions for liturgies. The Bishops’ Letter concludes "Many brothers and sisters need your responsible participation in the Church. Our country needs the testimony of an evangelising Church who shares her gifts to serve all men and women, especially the needy and the poor. The Word encourages us: give of what we have and what we have is the greatest happiness". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/1/2007; righe 32, parole 437)   See more info http://www.compartir.org.ar/Sostenimiento/3-Intro.htm  . (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/1/2007; righe 32, parole 437)
Fuzhou (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Giuseppe Zheng Changcheng, Bishop in Foochow (Fuzhou) in the Chinese province of Fujian 1,6000 km south east of Beiejing, died on 18 December 2006 at the age of 94. The elderly Bishop had returned home from hospital after months of treatment for cancer of the throat. He died in the Bishop’s residence next to the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Rosary where he used to spend much time praying in front of the Statue of the Mother of God. Bishop Zheng was born on 14 January 1912, the son of a poor carpenter. He entered the seminary in Fuzhou in 1926, moved to Shanghai Seminary in 1930 and finally to Holy Spirit Seminary in Hong Kong. He was ordained a priest on 27 January 1937. Before starting pastoral work he was sent to study Chinese Literature and History at Fu Jen Catholic University in Beijing. He taught at Fuzhou Seminary and was appointed administrator of the archdiocese in 1951. In 1955 he was sentenced as a counter-revolutionary to 28 years in prison. While in detention he converted several prison inmates with his witness. Released in 1983, he worked to revitalise the local Church: he was rector of the seminary from 1988 to 1992. On 24 January 1991, at the age of 79 he was ordained bishop in Fuzhou. In the next sixteen years he restored about 30 churches and built a diocesan shrine dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Rosa Mystica 30 km from Fuzhou. The modern complex inaugurated in 1993 includes a large Catholic Bookshop and a hostel for pilgrims. Bishop Zheng had made a request to the Holy See to grant the title of Minor Basilica for the shrine, visited by numerous pilgrimages. The elderly bishop was the only ecclesiastic in the province to received recognition on the part of the local authorities for outstanding works of charity . He entire life was dedicated to Christ. He witnessed major changes in the history of China and was never heard to complain in the long years spent in prison. In recent years he was in great pain but remained lucid and followed events in the archdiocese even from his hospital bed. Everyone remembers Bishop Zheng’s joy when, still in hospital, he received a letter and the gift of  Bishop’s Ring from the Holy See and as a sign of communion with the Pope who, informed of the Bishop’s serious condition, sent him a special Apostolic Blessing. Bishop Zheng died without seeing the fulfilment of the dream for which he had recently offered his life: full reconciliation between the two Catholic communities in the archdiocese. He will be remembered as a kind man, loved by all and known from his profound humility and deep devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The archdiocese of Fuzhou with over 200,000 Catholics is one of the oldest ecclesiastical circumscriptions in the Chinese People’s Republic. Situated on the south coast of China the area of  Fuzhou was one of the first and most prosperous trading centres. At the news of the death of the beloved Shepherd over a thousand Catholic gathered to pray. On 20 December his body was taken to the Rosa Mystica Shrine where daily prayers were said until the funeral on 28 December. Bishop Zheng had requested for his funeral only a Mass and not the usual civil ceremony normally attended by state authorities and non Christians. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/1/2007; righe 46, parole 622)

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN – Holy Childhood Day: Child Labour and Child Abuse – Fides Dossier 

Vatican City – On the occasion of the annual Holy Childhood Day, promoted by the Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood, celebrated on the solemnity of the Epiphany 6 or the nearest Sunday in some countries, Fides prepared a special Dossier on Child Labour and Child Abuse available only in Italian “Giornata dell’Infanzia Missionaria: lo sfruttamento del lavoro minorile nel mondo – Dossier Fides. An estimated 218 million of the world’s children aged, 5 to 17 are forced to work as many as 16 hours a day instead of going to school or playing as children at this age  should. (Agenzia Fides 6/1/2007)

Dossier di Fides sul lavoro minorile
http://www.fides.org/eng/dossier/2007/lavoro_minorile060107.doc
Africa/D. R. Congo - “Cardinal Etsou played an important part in the transition from a mission church to a local church” says Cardinal Danneels
Brussels - “Cardinal Etsou played a most important part in the transition from a mission Church to a local Church in his country” said Cardinal Godfried Danneels, Archbishop of Malines-Brussels, in his homily during a Requiem Mass yesterday 10 January at Brussels Catholic Cathedral for the repose of the soul of Cardinal Frederick Etsou-Nzabi-Bamungwabi, Archbishop Kinshasa, Democratic Congo, who died on 6 January in a clinic in Louvain, Belgium where he had been receiving treatment for some time (see Fides 8 January 2007).


“This transition happened first of all in his own missionary Congregation - Cardinal Danneels explained – He was one of the first generation of his Congregation, the Congolese Scheut missionaries and he was one of the first to assume greater responsibilities in the Congregation”.


“Cardinal Etsou was very prudent. He was a true brother to his Scheut confreres. He was simple and fraternal with everyone. It was to him that his confreres turned in times of difficulty, for example with the political authorities”.


“However besides playing a crucial role in this period of transition which lasted for 30-40 years he also had his part of suffering, due to incomprehension, misunderstanding, tension between cultures. Despite these difficulties, he was always a brother filled with simplicity and love” Cardinal Danneels recalled.


“On this day when we greet the Cardinal for the last time let us thank the Lord for all He achieved in His people through his servant Cardinal Etsou. God planted this tree of his Church on the soil of the African continent. We thank God for the faith of our brother who has returned to the house of the Father”.


On 11 January the body of Cardinal Etsou will be flown to Kinshasa for the funeral Mass in the Martyrs Stadium, Kinshasa on 15 January. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 11/1/2007 righe 31 parole 358)

VATICAN - “The Lord Jesus accompanies people in their daily lives, thanks also to the Church present in the community, in schools, in the airports, in train stations and on the roads and streets, by means of a pastoral care of meeting and welcome”: “On the road to sustainable mobility” Meeting on Pastoral Care of the Road promoted by Pontifical Council  for pastoral care of migrants and itinerant peoples 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Where human beings are, with their joys and sorrows, there is the Church, with its pastoral presence. Ecclesial attention for human mobility, however, does not end with a presence of a general kind. Rather, it is manifested in the proclamation of the Gospel, through witness, the word, and pastoral action in those places and environments where contemporary men and women lead a particular way of life, a result of taking up responsibility at work or in attempting to survive.”. This is part of a final document issued after the 2nd International Meeting on the Pastoral Care of the Road held at the Offices of the Pontifical Council   or the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples in the Vatican 1- 2 December 2006 . The final document, with the title “On the road to sustainable mobility” gives a summary of the meeting and testimony of pastoral operators in this fields, followed by the conclusions and recommendations. 

“The Lord Jesus accompanies the people in their daily lives, - we read in the Conclusions - thanks also to the Church present in the community, in schools, in the airports, in train stations and on the roads and streets, by means of a pastoral care of meeting and welcome, there where men and women live every day, or where they stop in order to take up their work again later on, and go on their way. Indeed, the foundation of its pastoral work is the awareness that whatever is done to the least is done to Christ himself. Therefore, the Church also recognizes the dignity and the rights of the inhabitants of the street – children and women of the street, and the homeless – because they, too, are created to the image and likeness of God. The preferential option for the poor is thus renewed, so that they can live with respect and a fresh sense of responsibility”.

The recommendations include more pastoral attention for the benefit of drivers and professionals in road and railways transport: there must be a more thorough examination of pastoral attention for a secure and sustainable mobility that respects life, human persons, their dignity, rights and destiny; a sharing of knowledge be promoted, and dialogue be encouraged among all social actors involved in mobility; contacts with the social means of communication be intensified, in order to invite them to analyze with greater care the messages they transmit daily and to become our allies in the work of education, including road education; the right of professional and workers of the road to have secure working conditions be safeguarded; places and occasions of meeting with professionals of the road be created, since differently from those who use a car for personal or family reasons, the former are more sensitive to the feeling of solitude and distance from their family. these meetings be held in places considered by the people involved as “their own”, like big parking areas, as well as highway stops; these meetings be turned into moments of a more intense spiritual life, with the possibility of growing in the faith.

With regard to people living on the streets the participants recommend: their unexpressed need for salvation and security be answered, by going to the places where they are, in the streets, and not merely waiting for them in reception centres;  the quality of such centres be improved such that these may truly be places of welcome and solidarity, and an extended family, where spiritual, and not only material, needs are satisfied;  the inhabitants of the street be helped to discover their own dignity and regain an adequate level of self-esteem;  they be loved, respected, kept near, be “called by name” in fact, so as to give them back a more human life. In this way, they in turn will learn to love one another and help others;  a family be given to those who do not have one, or maybe never ever had one, especially the street children;   they be helped to reintegrate into society; they should not be compelled to follow prefabricated programs, but rather arrangements should be designed to respond to their needs;  activities be organized for children at risk, and appropriate associations be formed such that the street would lose the attraction that it may still have, in spite of everything; work be done in the places where children and women of the street originate, above all, so that the causes of their wretched situation could be overcome; a pastoral care of presence, welcome and accompaniment be set up to give concrete responses to the needs that could arise; work be done to change mentalities with respect to these new forms of poverty, exploitation and slavery, with the commitment to have the value and dignity of the human person rediscovered, leaving aside his objective or temporary conditions of life;  the creation of a specific website be considered, to facilitate a sharing of experiences and information in this important field of human and pastoral care. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/1/2007 – righe 44, parole 625)   

See statement in English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish , 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/pcpmi_021206.html
VATICAN “In pastoral activity carried out for Gypsies, humanitarian aid and the truth of the Gospel must go together hand in hand, and the elements of justice, brotherly love and equality should be part of them.”: final document following study meeting of National Directors of Pastoral care of Gypsies  

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On 11 - 12 December 2006, a Study Meeting of the National Directors of the Pastoral Care of Gypsies, on the “Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of Gypsies, Careful Examination of the Document”, was held at Palazzo San Calisto in Rome. The event, organised by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples,  attended by 27 delegates from 21 countries, representing three continents: Europe (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine and Hungary), the Americas (the USA and, for the first time, Chile) and Asia (Bangladesh, the Philippines, India and Indonesia, who were also present for the first time).


The final document, a copy of which was sent to Fides, illustrates the work of the two day meeting which opened with a concelebration of the Eucharist presided by Cardinal Raffaele Renato Martino, president of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples followed by an opening speech by the Council secretary Archbishop Agostino Marchetto. Interventions with regard to the Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of Gypsies from various view points, general, biblical, ecclesiological, juridical were followed by reports from Chaplains working with Gypsies of the sea in Bangladesh, Indonesia and the Philippines and study groups. 


In the conclusions the participants acknowledged the importance of finally having a document (Guidelines) that bears witness to the efforts carried out by the Catholic Church in the pastoral care of Gypsies, which recognises their spirituality and aims to offer nomads the teaching of the Gospel in its entirety. This Document describes the pastoral care of Gypsies not merely as charity, but rather as a requirement of the catholicity of the Church.


In the work of evangelising Gypsies, the process of inculturation, understood as being the incarnation of the Gospel within cultures, together with the introduction of the life of the Church so that they may fully participate in ecclesial life. Human promotion” and “evangelisation” are two complementary and inseparable elements for spreading the Kingdom of God, which is the kingdom of truth and of life, the kingdom of holiness and grace, the kingdom of justice, love and peace. Therefore, in pastoral activity carried out for Gypsies, humanitarian aid and the truth of the Gospel must go together hand in hand, and the elements of justice, brotherly love and equality should be part of them..


Among the final recommendations the participants say “The Church should make Gypsies’ anxieties and hopes its own, so that the Gospel may be experienced and proclaimed in a way that it is appropriate to their mentality and traditions”. They call for greater commitment from Bishops, especially regarding welcome and the creation of spaces for listening to Gypsies, as well as in preventing discriminination;  they say gypsies must be involved more in the church, take on greater responsibility in the Church; Commitment and attention to ecclesial vocations should be stepped up, considering the importance of the presence of Gypsy priests, deacons and religious in this specific pastoral care; The number of places where Gypsies can express themselves and their faith should be increased;The “usual” program used in preparing for the sacraments should not be considered binding. A pastoral “continuation” would be far more desirable than sporadic monitoring; Pilgrimages and meeting opportunities must be promoted in order to dispel the still too common image that the Church is for gagé and that it is necessary to renounce one’s Gypsy identity to be a “good Christian”. A Eucharist on the ground can mean the presence of Christ at the heart of Gypsy life”; work to apply the Guidelines and lastly, Coordination of chaplains’ ministry for Gypsies with local parishes and at the local level must be improved. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/1/2007 – righe 40, parole 529)   

See final document in English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2006/pcpmi_021206.html
VATICAN - “Your prayers and participation in Holy Childhood initiatives will help support the vocation and mission of many priests, religious and lay men and women. They need you” says Cardinal Dias in a special Holy Childhood Day message to Catholic children in Spain

Vatican City – In a special message to Catholic children in Spain who will celebrate their annual Holy Childhood Day on Sunday 28 January (see Fides 24/1/2007),  Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples encouraged the children’s efforts to support the Church’s mission. “Spain is a country which has always responded with generosity to the needs of evangelisation. Today many Spanish priests, religious and lay missionaries dedicate their lives to Jesus in mission territories. Your prayers and participation in Holy Childhood initiatives will help support the vocation and mission of many priests, religious and lay men and women. They need you” the Cardinal told the children.

Recalling the theme of this year’s national Holy Childhood day “Set out... you are a missionary” the Cardinal said it reminded him of the "the tireless feet of the messengers of the Gospel, those fortunate men and women whom the Lord has sent out to all peoples. They are missionaries, they are 'apostles' and with the witness of their life and the sincerity of their words they announce God’s love. These missionaries set us a great example and they call us to ‘forget’ ourselves, they help us to open the eyes of our heart and to listen to the voice of God, they encourage us to go out to people who have not heard of Christ or have forgotten the marvellous love of Jesus Christ our Brother, Lord and Saviour" the Cardinal continued.


The Prefect of Propaganda Fide invoked abundant blessings on all children recalling that  Pope Benedict XVI prays every day for the boys and girls of the world, especially those suffer because of war, hunger or abuse. The Cardinal concluded “I too pray with the Holy Father and I ask you to announce the Gospel with joy and courage to your families, friends and all who need to hear the Good News of salvation”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 25/1/2007; righe 24, parole 349)   

See message in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=122 #  

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE – Participation (1) Basic Elements of the Roman Liturgy

Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello  

Vatican City (Fides Service) –Widespread among the clergy and certain “committed laity” the idea that active participation in the liturgy consists in involving as many people as possible, as often as possible, to sing everything, respond loudly, move several times from their place, all to receive communion, otherwise the Mass is not valid. It is wrongly presumed that all those present are «perfect» faithful and not a mixture of catechumens, penitents and people in search of God or the truth, as it has always been in the history and the Church and her rites.


Instead the term “action”, from which comes “particip-ation”, refers, according to liturgical sources, to the great prayer,  the ‘oratio’, the Eucharistic canon: in synthesis, to participate means praying. This would seem obvious: if liturgy were not prayer, what else would it be? A play, a film with actors and spectators? One often sees priest and faithful looking around when they pray or move, they are therefore distracted not turned to the Lord. 


The words of the prophet resound: « Because this people draw near to me, and with their mouth and with their lips to honor me, but have removed their heart far from me » (Is 29,13). But we will deal with the attitude of prayer later. Here we note “The definition of the Eucharist as oratio was a fundamental answer for both pagans and searching intellectuals. This expression said to those who were seeking: sacrifices of animal, and all that existed and exists among you and can never satisfy, are no longer. They are replaced by the sacrifice-word. We are the spiritual religion, we worship in word; we do not sacrifice lambs or calves, we address God as the One who sustains our existence and our word is united with the Word par excellence, with God’s own Logos who uplifts us to true adoration” (J. Ratzinger, Introduzione allo spirito della liturgia, San Paolo 2001, p. 168).


Therefore the form of the liturgy, the Mass and the sacraments, is prayer: this form must be restored also in relation to the present day context of confrontation with non believers or members of other religions. The liturgy is the work of prayer, opus Dei, in a word: public integral worship born of the certainty of the presence of God whom we wish to know, to understand and strive to encounter.


The liturgy is the most manifest act of the sense of religion: cult, to «cultivate» (from the Latin colere) what is important, analogous to all that leads to make culture, word with the same root. We see God who is invisible in the visible signs He works; He speaks, we come to know Him. Liturgy is coming to know God: we discover Him, we love Him even though we do not see Him, we contemplate his works, “in Him all things were made”, He is in us and we are in Him. He is strong and we are weak. He is powerful and we are powerless. He is spirit and we are body. The liturgy leads us back to God after sin, to convert our hearts to Him and feel the need to pray, to enter into contact with His holiness, with Him thrice Holy, we speak as children to our Father.


But these words are those which He himself addressed to us before in the “liturgy of the Word”, filled with loving mercy and peace. We reply offering the sacrifice of our word, our mind. A sacrifice which is one with the sacrifice of Jesus Christ “the Eucharistic Liturgy”. A dialogue  of faith and love which demands contemplation and silence, so that we may hear God speaking quietly to our heart.


This is prayer and without it there would be no liturgy: indeed it is to this prayer that the liturgy leads. To this pleasing sacrifice, seeking always that which pleases Him and nothing pleases Him more that the prayer of His Son, the offering of  His Son. Prayer uses words, but is not made of words. Prayer is made of true religion, devotion, faith which senses  Presence. So prayer becomes a relationship of love with God from the depth of heart and mind. 


For two persons in love many words and gestures are not necessary. One look suffices: to know that He stands at the door of the heart and knocks and waits for our freedom to open that He may enter and dine with us: He gave Himself to us, to each of us. To grasp all this the Liturgy must be interwoven with silence; to hear God knocking the noise of passions must cease. In this way Liturgy expresses true religion (from Latin religere, to link) because it “links” us to God, it “binds” us with God, hides us in God, as St Paul says, my life is in Him: “It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2,20). Therefore we can say that participation in the liturgy comes from knowing that His grace is enough for us (2 Cor 12,9). (Agenzia Fides 11/1/2007; righe 56, parole 861)

VATICAN - “Leprosy: a forgotten disease”: 14 million treated 4 million left mutilated. 54th World Leprosy Day on Sunday 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Sunday 29 January is the annual World Leprosy Day dedicated this year to the theme ‘Leprosy: a Forgotten Disease’. The Day was instituted in 1954 at the insistence of Raoul Follereau.

According to the World Health Organisation in August 2006 in the world an annual number of 219,826 new cases of leprosy (circa 602 cases a day) were reported: Africa 40,830 – America 32,904 – South East Asia 133,422 – Eastern Mediterranean 4,024 – West Pacific 8,646. Leprosy  affects about 10 million people in the world today.

The missionary Church has a long tradition of caring for people suffering from leprosy, often outcast from family and society, offering them medical care and spiritual assistance and concrete hope of rehabilitation in society. In many countries people with leprosy are discriminated against due to presumed incurability of the disease and the terrible mutilation it causes.  

According to the Church’s Book of Statistics, the Catholic Church runs 648 Leprosy Centres.
In a Message for World Leprosy Day Cardinal Lozano Barragán president of the Pontifical Council  for Health Care Pastoral urges Catholics to “take fraternal part in the great service to treat these sick bodies, as authentic witnesses to announce ‘Christ the Doctor’, and with them and for them for the global salvation of every Person”.

“On this 54th World Leprosy Day, Cardinal Barragán continues, we cannot fail to recall in this year which marks the 30th anniversary of his death Raoul Follereau who convinced the United Nations to institute the first World Leprosy Day 1954, as a confirmation that God’s Love involves even those who humbly confess ‘I do not know God but I am known by Him: and this is hope’ (R. Follereau, Le livre d’amour, I.M.E, septembre 2005, p. 59 n. 35). Follereau was a man who prayed in this way: ‘Lord I want to help others to live, all others, my brothers and sisters who suffer without knowing why, waiting for death to set them free (id. p. 58 n. 30)”.

The Cardinal’s message of hope concludes: “To you, brothers and sisters afflicted by leprosy, and to those who bear on your bodies the painful signs left by this disease, I wish to repeat the words of the Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris of John Paul II: ‘on this Cross is the “Redeemer of man”, the Man of Sorrows, who has taken upon himself the physical and moral sufferings of the people of all times, so that in love they may find the salvific meaning of their sorrow and valid answers to all of their questions…And we ask all you who suffer to support us. We ask precisely you who are weak to become a source of strength for the Church and humanity’(n. 31)”.

Dossier in Italian www.fides.org

See message in English, French, Spanish http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2007/pcps_250107eng.html
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2007/pcps_250107fra.html
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/2007/pcps_250107spa.html
(AP) (25/1/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:38 Parole:497)
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