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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES NEWS SERVICE – 28 February 2007

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Februarii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus III – Numerus II, Februarius A.D. MMVII

In February with his Message for Lent 2007 the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, offered the faithful a source of meditation and a means of living more intensely the forty days in preparation for Easter. “Lent - the Holy Father writes at the beginning of the Message – is a favourable time to stay with Mary and John, the beloved disciple, close to the One who on the Cross consummated for all mankind the sacrifice of his life”. This is why the Pope chose as the biblical theme for his Message, “They will look upon the One whom they have pierced” (Jn 19,37), and urges us : “With more fervent participation therefore in this time of penance and prayer let us direct our gaze at Christ Crucified who died on Calvary revealing fully to us the love of God”.

Just as the Pope focussed his Deus Caritas est Encyclical  on the theme of love, so too his Message for Lent centres on God’s love highlighting its two fundamental forms agape and eros: “The term agape – the Pope writes - , which appears many times in the New Testament, indicates the self-giving love of one who seeks exclusively the good of others; the word eros on the other hand, denotes the love of one who desires to possess what he or she lacks and yearns for union with the beloved. The love with which God surrounds us is undoubtedly agape… But God’s love is also eros… eros is part of God’s very heart: the Almighty awaits the ‘yes’ of his creatures as a young bridegroom that of his bride. Unfortunately from its very origins, mankind, seduced by the lies of the Evil One, rejected God’s love in the illusion of a self-sufficiency that is impossible … God however did not give up. On the contrary man’s ‘no’ was the decisive impulse that moved God to manifest His love in all its redeeming strength.”

At the end of the Message, the Pope recalls those who suffer: “May Lent be for every Christian a renewed experience of God’s love given to us in Christ, a love that each day we, in turn, must ‘re-give’ to our neighbour, especially to the one who suffers most and is in need. Only in this way we will be able to participate fully in the joy of Easter”. 

Pope Benedict XVI had special words of comfort and encouragement for the suffering and the sick their families and helpers, on the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 11 February on which the Church celebrates the annual World Day of the Sick. At the end of a special Mass St Peter’s, presided by Cardinal Camillo Ruini with thousands of sick people and their helpers frequent visitors to Lourdes (members of Unitalsi and Opera Romana Pellegrinaggi), the Pope went downstairs to the Basilica to address those present. “May no one, especially those who suffer, feel alone and abandoned. I entrust you all this evening to the Blessed Virgin Mary. After unspeakable suffering Mary was assumed into heaven where she awaits us and where we too hop to share one day in unending joy the glory of her Divine Son”.

As every year at the beginning of Lent the Holy Father with the Roman Curia made a week long retreat preached by the emeritus Archbishop of Bologna, Italy Cardinal Giacomo Biffi on the theme: “The things of above " (Col 3, 1-2).

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2007 – Pope Benedict XVI receives Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between Catholics and Orthodox during 4th plenary on the constitution and mission of the Church
1 February 2007 – Audience to members of the Foundation for Interreligious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue

2 February 2007 – Address to men and women religious on the annual 11th Day for Consecrated Life on the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple   

3 February 2007 – Audience representatives of the World Conference of Secular Institutes on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the promulgation of  the apostolic constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia.

4 February 2007 - Angelus

6 February 2007–Message for World Youth Day 2007 

7 February 2007 – Audience generale

8 February 2007 – Audience to Bishops, Friends of the Focolari Movement and the Community S. Egidio

10 February 2007 – Audience to volunteers of the Misericordie d’Italia and Fratres Blood Donors

11 February 2007 - Angelus

11 February 2007 – Address to the sick on 15th World Day for the Sick

12 February 2006 – Audience to participants in an international congress on Natural Law, promoted by  the Pontifical Lateran University
13 February 2007 – Message For Lent

15 February 2007 – Audience to President of the Republic of Korea, Roh Moo-hyun, accompanied by consort and entourage 

17 February 2007 – Visit to the Major Seminary of Rome on the feast of Our Lady of Trust 
19 February 2007 – Audience to confessors of the four Roman Basilicas 
21 February 2007 – General Audience 
21 February 2007 – Homily at Mass on Ash Wednesday at the Basilica of Santa Sabina on the Aventine 
22 February 2007 – Message to Catholics in Brazil for the Lenten Fraternity Campaign 2007

22 February 2007 - Audience with his clergy of Rome diocese 

24 February 2007 – Audience to delegates participating in the 13th  general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and an international congress "Christian conscience in support of the right to life,"

25 February 2007 - Angelus

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Love
Pro-Life
Formation of Seminarians
Consecrated Life
Family
The Sick
Mission
Church Movements
Lent
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Tithes - Brazilian Orionini missionaries in Maputo: even poor suburban Catholics collect money for parishes and priests  
Rev. Andrea Santoro - Cardinal Ruini in Trabzon commemorates Fr Andrea Santoro on the first

anniversary of  his death: “We have come in the same spirit with which Rev Andrea came to be with you… We have come to help promote peace among peoples and religions, respect for the beliefs of each person and love for the brother or sister present in every human person created in the image and likeness of God”

The Sick – Cathilics prepare for Lunar New Year with visits to the elderly and the sick distributing concrete help much appreciated by society 
Mission – From Beijing to Shan Dong Catholics prepare to live Lunar new Year under the banner of charity as an opportunity for evangelisation  

Mission - Special Seminar: Catechists in Beijing share with catechists from Tian Jin and establish “evangelisation twinning”
Mission - New baptism in Darkhan bear witness to the growth of the local Catholic Church in Mongolia 

Mission -  Young volunteers on street mission give a little hope and love to homeless and excluded people  

Mission – 1st meeting for Lay Missionaries in Bolivarian countries: accompanying, training and sending lay men and women to serve the Church’s universal mission 
Pontifical Mission Societies  - “As missionaries our hearts are universal, with our prayers and sacrifices we reach over frontiers” say young participants and 5th National Holy Childhood Conference
Pontifical Mission Societies  - National Directors Pontifical Mission Societies in Oceania aim to increase mission awareness among young people in view of WYD 2008 and consider a 1st Mission Congress hosted by Oceania
Lent -  “Open the doors to Christ!”: Lenten call in diocese of  Wollongong
Lent - Archbishop of Buenos Aires calls Catholics to “give impulse to new evangelisation, to go beyond known things, towards the fringes and frontiers where humanity suffers most”   

Lent- “In Lent in the local diocesan Year of the Family, the diocesan commission for pastoral care for workers urges families to “Live the life of the Poor for a Week”

Life - ““The conscience, sanctuary of the person, metaphorical source of water which can be polluted but which is purified by returning to the source”: Pontifical Academy for Life concludes Congress 
Life - 1st national Pro-life and Pro-family Congress to increase awareness of the value of life and the family under attack from the present day culture of death  

Life – Anti abortion cradles: India plans orphanage network to offer mothers an alternative to abortion  

· QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/BENIN –Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Dean emeritus of the College of Cardinals and first African bishop called by the Pope to an important post in the Roman Curia celebrates 50th anniversary of ordination as a Bishop with special Mass of Thanksgiving 

 VATICAN – The challenges to the faith experienced by peoples both Africans and Christians: Message from the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to a Colloquium, on the theme “Evangelisation, theology and salvation in Africa”
VATICAN – The Church is to have five new Saints, exemplary educators, preachers, confessors, devoted to serving others and promoting ecumenism

EUROPE/SPAIN - Latin America Day “as lively as ever, Spanish Church’s concern for evangelisation in America: 800 of the 898 Spanish diocesan priests presently on mission serve in America  

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2007 – Pope Benedict XVI receives Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between Catholics and Orthodox during 4th plenary on the constitution and mission of the Church
VATICAN - May the shared ecclesial patrimony of the Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Churches direct our steps towards full communion: Pope Benedict XVI receives Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between Catholics and Orthodox,
Vatican City – On Thursday 1 February in the Vatican, the Pope received members of the Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between Catholics and Orthodox, which is currently holding its fourth plenary meeting. We have been entrusted by the Lord Jesus with the mandate "Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to the whole creation" (Mk 16:15). Many people today are still waiting for the truth of the Gospel to be brought to them. May their thirst for the Good News strengthen our resolve to work and pray diligently for that unity required for the Church to exercise her mission in the world, according to the prayer of Jesus "that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me" (Jn 17:23). 

 
The Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches share an ecclesial patrimony stemming from apostolic times and the first centuries of Christianity – the Pope recalled in his address - This 'heritage of experience' should shape our future 'guiding our common path towards the re-establishment of full communion'." 

"Many of you come from countries of the Middle East," the Holy Father observed, and he recalled how Christian minorities may face difficulties in surviving "in the midst of such a volatile geopolitical panorama" and how they "are often tempted to emigrate. In these circumstances, Christians of all traditions and communities in the Middle East are called to be courageous and steadfast in the power of the Spirit of Christ” the Pope said and concluded.  "May the intercession and example of the many martyrs and saints, who have given courageous witness to Christ in these lands, sustain and strengthen the Christian communities in their faith!" (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/2/2007 – righe 21, parole 304) 
See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=713
1 February 2007 – Audience to members of the Foundation for Inter-religious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue
VATICAN - Jews, Christians and Muslims called “to recognise and intensify the bonds which unite them”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses Foundation for Inter-religious and Intercultural Research and Dialogue delegation 

Vatican City – During the morning of February 1, Benedict XVI received a delegation from the Foundation for Inter-religious and Inter-cultural Research and Dialogue, led by their president, Metropolitan Archbishop Damskinos of Adrianoupoli. One of the members of the delegation was His Royal Highness Prince Hassan of Jordan. In his address to the group the Pope, who as Cardinal Ratzinger was one of the foundation's founding members, thanked Metropolitan Damaskinos for his gift of the first fruit of their labours: a joint edition of the three sacred texts of the three monotheistic religions, in chronological order and in the original languages. "It was our first project," the Pope recalled, "to make a specific and positive contribution to dialogue between cultures and religions."

 
Following the Council Decree Nostra aetate and the ministry of Pope John  Paul II  "Jews, Christians and Muslims," said Benedict XVI, "are called to recognize and strengthen the ties that bind us together. It was this idea that brought us to create the foundation, the objective of which is to discover 'the most essential and most authentic message that the three monotheistic religions - Judaism, Christianity and Islam - can communicate to the 21st century world,' with the aim of giving a fresh impulse to inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue through the joint discovery and communication of the elements in our respective spiritual legacies that contribute to reinforcing the fraternal bonds between our communities of believers. The rereading - for some people the discovery - of texts that are sacred to so many people enforces our mutual respect," said the Holy Father. 

"Men and women today await from us a message of harmony and tranquility, and the concrete expression of our shared will to help them realize their legitimate aspirations to live in justice and peace. They have the right to expect from us convincing signs of new understanding and more intense cooperation”. The Holy Father stressed the need for “commitment to common reflection…the ponder the mystery of God in the light of our religious traditions and our respective wisdoms, to discern values capable of illuminating the men and women of all the peoples on earth, whatever their culture or religion .”

Starting from a point in common, precisely this joint edition of the three sacred texts of the three monotheistic religions, “we can advance in inter-religious and intercultural dialogue, more than ever necessary today: dialogue which is sincere, respectful of differences, courageous, patient and persevering, which draws its energy from prayer and is nourished by the hope which lives in all those who believe God and place their trust in Him”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/2/2007 – righe 33, parole 492) 

See address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=712
2 February 2007 – Address to men and women religious on the annual 11th Day for Consecrated Life on the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple   

VATICAN - “In contemplation and activity, in solitude and in fraternity, in service to the poor and the neglected, in personal accompaniment and in the modern forums, be ready to proclaim and witness to God who is Love and how sweet it is to love Him”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses men and women religious on the annual Day for Consecrated Life   

Vatican City – “The feast we celebrate today reminds us that for your witness to the Gospel to be truly effective it must stem from an unconditioned response to the initiative of God who consecrated you to Himself with a special act of love”: Pope Benedict XVI said to men and women religious gathered in the Vatican Basilica in the early evening of 2 February to celebrate the 11th Day for Consecrated Life on the feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple. After the Eucharistic Concelebration presided by Cardinal Franc Rodé, prefect of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, Pope Benedict XVI went downstairs to St Peter’s to meet the religious and deliver his address. 


The Pope remarked on the widespread desire today to encounter God, particularly among young people. “Those whom God has chosen for the consecrated life – Pope Benedict XVI said - make this spiritual longing their own definitively. In face they have but one desire: the Kingdom of God: that God may reign in our will, in our hearts, in the world. They are filled with a burning thirst for love, which only the Eternal One can satisfy. With their example they proclaim to a world often disorientated, but in actual fact always in search of meaning, that God is the Lord of our existence and his  "grace is worth more than life itself". Opting for obedience, poverty and chastity for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven they show that attachment to things and person can never fully satisfy the heart”.


The Holy Father said “consecrated life is total, definitive, unconditioned and enthusiastic response to God” and he thanked God for “for the many religious and consecrated persons in every corner of the earth who continue to offer supreme and faithful witness of love for God and for others, witness not rarely coloured with the blood of martyrdom”. Consecrated life is a gift from God, and it is the Lord who brings it to completion according to his plan: “this certainty should be a source of comfort– the Pope said – to preserve us from the temptation to be discouraged when faced with the inevitable difficulties of life and the many challenges of the modern day. In fact in the difficult times in which we are living, no few Institutes tend to feel somewhat lost because of weaknesses within their communities and the many obstacles encountered as they strive to carry out their mission. The Child Jesus, presented today at the Temple, lives among us and in an invisible way he sustains us that we may cooperate faithfully which Him in the work of salvation, never leaving us alone.”


Referring to the Liturgy of the day, marked by the symbol of light which indicates Christ, the light of the world, the Pope encouraged all men and women religious: “be filled with the flame and let it shine in your lives, that everywhere there may glow a little of the brightness irradiated by Jesus, the splendour of the truth … “In contemplation and activity, in solitude and in fraternity, in service to the poor and the neglected, in personal accompaniment and in the modern forums, be ready to proclaim and witness to God who is Love and how sweet it is to love Him”. May Mary Tota pulchra teach you to communicate to the men and women of today that divine attraction which should shine in your every word and deed”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/2/2007; righe 38, parole 568)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=714
3 February 2007 – Audience representatives of the World Conference of Secular Institutes on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the promulgation of  the apostolic constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia.
VATICAN - The Pope addresses representatives of the World Conference of Secular Institutes: “The Church needs you in order to complete her mission. Be seeds of holiness thrown generously in the furrows of history … may your bear fruits of genuine faith, writing with your life and you witness parables of hope”

Vatican City – “As leaven which makes the flour rise, so too your lives, at times silent and hidden, but always propositional and encouraging, are capable of spreading hope. The place of your apostolate is therefore in everything which is human… both in the Christian community and in the civil community where relationships are built in the search for common good, in dialogue with all, called to witness that Christian anthropology which constitutes proposals of sense in a society disorientated and confused by a marked multi-cultural and multi-religious climate.” This exhortation was addressed by Pope Benedict XVI to members of the World Conference of Secular Institutes received in audience on 3 February on the occasion of an international Symposium organised to mark the 60th anniversary of the promulgation of  the apostolic constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia.


In different cultural, political and religious situations in which they live and work, members of Secular Institutes are called to “announce the beauty of God and his creation”: “Following the example of Christ– the Pope said -, be obedient to love, men and women of meekness and mercy, capable of walking the streets of the world doing only good. May yours be lives which give central place to the Beatitudes, contradicting human logic, expressing unconditioned trust in God who wishes mankind to be happy. The Church needs you in order to complete her mission. Be seeds of holiness thrown generously in the furrows of history. Rooted in the freely given and effective action with which the Spirit of the Lord guides human vicissitudes may you bear fruits of genuine faith, writing with your lives and with your witness parables of hope, writing them with works promoted by ‘creative charity’.” 


In his address the Pope recalled that 60 years ago on 2 February 1947, Pius XII promulgated the apostolic constitution Provida Mater Ecclesia, which acknowledged Secular Institutes as “one of countless gifts with which the Holy Spirit accompanies the journey of the Church and continually renews her down through the centuries”. “You are here today to continue along the path initiated sixty years ago – the Pope told the participants at the audience coming from many different countries -, are ever more enthusiastic bearers, in Jesus Christ, of the sense of the world and of history. Your enthusiasm is born of the discovery of the beauty of Christ, of His unique manner of loving, meeting, healing, cheering and comforting life. And it is of this beauty that your lives wish to sing, so that your being in the world may be a sign of your being in Christ.”


Outlining the traits of the secular mission, Pope Benedict XVI quoted: witness of human virtues such as "justice, la peace,  joy"; an "honourable life style", mentioned by St Peter in his First Letter (cfr 2,12); commitment to build a society which recognises in all the different areas the dignity of the human person and the values indispensable for its full realisation (from policies to economy, from education to commitment for public health, from service management to scientific research). “Be involved in all suffering, and all injustice, but also in every search for truth, beauty and goodness– the Holy Father said -, not because you have solutions for all problems but because every circumstance in which man lives and dies is an opportunity for you to bear witness to the salvific work of God. This your mission”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2007 – righe 38, parole 570) 

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=716
4 February 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Life, a work of God, cannot be denied to anyone, not even the smallest and most helpless unborn child, not even in the case of some serious disability” said Benedict XVI at the Angelus, urging people not to be misled into “thinking that man can dispose of life to the point of legalising its interruption with euthanasia, perhaps under the guise of human pity"

Vatican City – The celebration in Italy of the Day for Life promoted by the Italian Bishops’ Conference which starts for the diocese of Rome an annual ‘Week for Life and the Family’ offered the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI an opportunity on the first Sunday in February to reaffirm the value of human life at every stage and the importance of the family based on matrimony. “I join the Italian Bishops to renew a call to all men and women of goodwill reiterated also by my venerable  predecessors–  the Pope said -, to be open to the great and mysterious gift of life. Life is the work of God and it cannot be denied to anyone, not even the smallest and most helpless unborn child, not even in case of some serious disability. At the same time, in unison with the Bishops of the Church in Italy, I  urge people not to by misled into thinking that man can dispose of life, to the point of legalising its interruption with euthanasia, perhaps under the guise of human pity".

The Holy Father then recalled that the family is the "cradle" of life and of every vocation, “the family founded on matrimony is the natural environment for the birth and education of children and therefore  it guarantees the future of the whole human race”. Suffering today of profound crisis and faced with many difficulties, the family must be protected, assisted, safeguarded and valued. “If this task falls in the first place to the spouses– the Pope said -, it is also a primary duty for the Church and all public institutions to support the family with pastoral and political initiatives taking into account the actual needs of married couples, the elderly and the new generations”. Recalling the recent celebration of the Day of Consecrated Life, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that in a happy family, illuminated by the faith and by holy love of God, there can more easily flourish vocations at the service of the Gospel in the priesthood, in religious life and the different forms of consecrated life. Before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer the Pope urged those present to pray that “through ongoing efforts to promote life and the institution of the family, our communities may be places of communion and hope which renew, despite many difficulties, the great ‘yes’ to authentic love and the reality of man and the family in keeping with God’s original plan”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2007; righe 25, parole 383)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=715

6 February 2006 – Message for World Youth Day 2007

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s  Message for World Youth Day 2007: three areas of daily life where young people in particular are called to demonstrate the love of God: the Church our spiritual family; preparation for the future that awaits them; daily life with its multiple relationships

Vatican City – “Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another" (Jn 13:34)” (Jn 13,34) is the Gospel verse Pope Benedict XVI chose as the theme for the Message for World Youth Day 2007, which will be celebrated all over the world at the diocesan level on April 1st Palm Sunday.


The Pope begins his message with the affirmation “Everybody feels the longing to love and to be loved. Yet, how difficult it is to love, and how many mistakes and failures have to be reckoned with in love! There are those who even come to doubt that love is possible”. He explains that the purpose of his message is to help young people “trust in a love that is true, faithful and strong; a love that generates peace and joy; a love that binds people together and allows them to feel free in respect for one another”. Tracing a brief itinerary to "discover" of love, the message starts from the affirmation that the only source of true love is God. “God is Love” (1 Jn 4,8.16) “Saint John makes this clear when he declares that "God is love" (1 Jn 4: 8,16). He was not simply saying that God loves us, but that the very being of God is love. Here we find ourselves before the most dazzling revelation of the source of love, the mystery of the Trinity:”. Even though the signs of divine love are already clearly present in creation, the full revelation of the intimate mystery of God came to us through the Incarnation when God himself became man. In Christ, true God and true Man, we have come to know love in all its magnitude… The manifestation of divine love is total and perfect in the Cross … Christ is the Lamb of God who takes upon himself the sins of the world and eradicates hatred from the heart of humankind. This is the true "revolution" that He brings about: love.”. Christ cried out from the Cross: "I am thirsty" (Jn 19:28). This shows us his burning thirst to love and to be loved by each one of us. It is only by coming to perceive the depth and intensity of such a mystery that we can realise the need and urgency to love him as He has loved us. This also entails the commitment to even give our lives, if necessary, for our brothers and sisters sustained by love for Him… but the innovation introduced by Christ is the fact that to love as he loves us means loving everyone without distinction, even our enemies, "to the end" (cf Jn 13:1).).”


The Holy Father identifies three areas of daily life where “you, my dear young friends, are particularly called to demonstrate the love of God”. The first area is the Church “made up of all the disciples of Christ”. Pope Benedict XVI writes to the young people: “you should stimulate, with your enthusiasm and charity, the activities of the parishes, the communities, the ecclesial movements and the youth groups to which you belong.... Do not hesitate to joyfully abstain from some of your entertainments; cheerfully accept the necessary sacrifices; testify to your faithful love for Jesus by proclaiming his Gospel, especially among young people of your age.” The second area is preparation for the future which awaits them. “If you are engaged to be married, God has a project of love for your future as a couple and as a family. Therefore, it is essential that you discover it with the help of the Church, free from the common prejudice that says that Christianity with its commandments and prohibitions places obstacles to the joy of love and impedes you from fully enjoying the happiness that a man and woman seek in their reciprocal love… Learning to love each other as a couple is a wonderful journey, yet it requires a demanding "apprenticeship". The period of engagement, very necessary in order to form a couple, is a time of expectation and preparation that needs to be lived in purity of gesture and words. It allows you to mature in love, in concern and in attention for each other; it helps you to practise self-control and to develop your respect for each other. These are the characteristics of true love that does not place emphasis on seeking its own satisfaction or its own welfare… Do not hesitate to respond generously to the Lord’s call, for Christian matrimony is truly and wholly a vocation in the Church. Likewise, dear young men and women, be ready to say "yes" if God should call you to follow the path of ministerial priesthood or the consecrated life.”. 


The third area is daily life and all the multiple relationships in the family, studies, work, and free time, the Pope writes and advises “cultivate your talents, not only to obtain a social position, but also to help others to "grow". Develop your capacities, not only in order to become more "competitive" and "productive", but to be "witnesses of charity… I invite you to carefully study the social doctrine of the Church so that its principles may inspire and guide your action in the world


The Pope ends his message asking young people to “dare to love” because “love is the only force capable of changing the heart of the human person and of all humanity” as it is seen from the live of the Saints, Mother Teresa for example, “a humble witness of divine love”. “Only the Lord’s help will allow us to keep away from resignation when faced with the enormity of the task to be undertaken. It instils in us the courage to accomplish that which is humanly inconceivable” the Pope writes recalling the necessity of contact with the Lord in personal prayer, in the Eucharist, the great school of love  and concludes. “May Mary, the Mother of Christ and of the Church, help you to let that cry ring out everywhere, the cry that has changed the world: "God is love!".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2007, righe 58, parole 865)

See complete message in English, French, Italian and Spanish 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=717
7 February 2007 – General Audience 
VATICAN - “We honour Aquila and Priscilla as examples of married life responsibly involved in serving the whole Christian community. And they are a pattern for the Church, the family of God in every epoch”: Pope Benedict XVI’s weekly Wednesday Audience teaching 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Pope gave his General Wednesday Audience on 7 February first in St Peter’s where he met the Bishops of Lombardy in Rome for the ad limina visit accompanied by many Catholics from the respective dioceses and then in the Paul VI audience Hall where he gave his weekly teaching to visitors from all over the world.


Addressing the Bishops and lay Catholics from Lombardy the Pope recalled the Church’s important task: “to announce and bear witness to the Gospel in every sector of society, especially where there emerge the negative traits of a culture of consumerism and hedonism, secularism and selfishness, where there exist old and new forms of poverty with concerning signs of dissatisfied youth and phenomena of violence and crime”. The Pope affirmed that despite difficulties “her great ideal and moral resources” render the Church in Lombardy “alive and rich in the dimension of the faith and in missionary spirit, able and determined to hand on the torch of the faith to the future generations and to the world of our times”. Speaking of the  vast field of action for Catholics, Pope Benedict XVI highlighted protection and promotion of the culture of human life and legality, and ever more consistent conversion to Christ, individual and community. “In every Christian sphere, guided by the Holy Spirit who lives in the Church and in the hearts of the faithful as in a temple, may you be living signs of supernatural hope – the Pope said -. Our world, with so many worries and difficulties, needs hope. And our hope stems from the Lord’s promise and His presence”. 


During his teaching in the Paul VI Hall the Pope reflected on Priscilla and Aquila, husband and wife, who were among the early Christians worked with St Paul the Apostle. Although their names were Latin,  both  husband and wife were of Jewish origin. They came from Rome to Corinth where around the year 50 they met Paul and invited him to stay with them. In his First Letter to the Corinthians Paul speaks of the “most important role the couple had in the early Church: they opened their home for the Christian community whenever it gathered to listen to the Word of God and celebrate the Eucharist” the Holy Father explained. “In the home of Aquila and Priscilla, the Church came together, the congregation of Christ celebrated the sacred Mysteries. And so we see the actual birth of the reality of the Church in the homes of the faithful”. 


When they return to Rome Aquila and Priscilla do the same. “In fact Paul, writing to the Romans, sends a special greeting: ‘Greet Prisca and Aquila, my co-workers in Christ Jesus; to save my life their risked their heads and to them not only I am grateful but all the Churches of the nations; greet also the community which gathers in their home’ (Rom 16,3-5). What high words of praise for this husband and wife! And they comes from no less than Saint Paul. He explicitly recognises in them two valid and important co-workers for his apostolate ”. Pope Benedict XVI  recalled that Christianity has come down to our generation “not only thanks to the Apostles who announced it” but also thanks to “the commitment of these families, married couples, these Christian communities of lay faithful who provided the "humus" for the growth of the faith. And it is always and only in this way that the Church grows. This couple demonstrates the  importance of the activity of Christian couples”. Another lesson to be learned is that “every home can become a small church. Not only in the sense that it must be ruled by typical Christian love consisting of selflessness and reciprocal attention, but even more in the sense that the whole of family must rotate around the unique Lordship of Jesus Christ … We honour Aquila and Priscilla as examples of married life responsibly involved in serving the whole Christian community. And they are a pattern for the Church, family of God in every epoch.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/2/2007 – righe 46, parole 691) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=718
8 February 2007 – Audience to bishops, Friends of the "Focolare" movement, who are considering the theme: "Christ crucified and abandoned, light in the cultural night," and participants in the ninth congress of bishops, Friends of the S. Egidio Community, who are studying the question: "The globalization of love."
VATICAN - The Pope receives Bishops, Friends of the Focolari Movement and the Community S. Egidio: “The original brotherhood which exists between you and the Movements of which you are friends, leads you to carry ‘one another’s burdens (Gal 6,2), as the Apostle says, above all with regard to evangelisation, love for the poor and the cause for peace”

Vatican City – On 8 February Pope Benedict XVI  received participants in the annual meeting of bishops, Friends of the "Focolare" movement, who are considering the theme: "Christ crucified and abandoned, light in the cultural night," and participants in the ninth congress of bishops, Friends of the S. Egidio Community, who are studying the question: "The globalization of love." The Pope told the bishops that their closeness to these movements "highlights the vitality of new groupings of the faithful, and expresses the communion between charismas that constitutes a typical 'sign of the times'."


 In meetings such as these bishops experience “not only collegiality but also brotherhood among bishops which draws from shared ideals promoted by the Movement, the impulse to render more intense communion of hearts – the Pope said -, stronger reciprocal support and more deeply shared commitment to demonstrate that the Church is a place of prayer and charity, the home of mercy and peace”. John Paul II presented new church Movements and communities as a “providential gift of the Holy Spirit’s to the Church to responds effectively to the challenges of our day”, and Pope Benedict XVI added : “And you know that this is also my conviction”. 


The Vigil of Pentecost last year brought many Church movements and communities together in St Peter’s Square and repeating what he said on that occasion the Pope said: “the diversity and unity of charisma and ministries are inseparable in the life of the Church. The Holy Spirit wishes the diversity of the Movements to be a the service of the one Body, the Church. And he achieves this through the ministry of those whom he has chosen to guide the Church: the Bishops in communion with the Successor of Peter”. The Pope then underlined the “powerful missionary dimension” of both of these Church movements which bear witness to “the joy of the faith and the beauty of being Christians. With great ecumenical opening in the vast depressed areas of the earth they communicate the message of solidarity and draw close to the poor and the weak with that love, human and divine, which I re-proposed for the attention of all in my encyclical  Deus caritas est.” 

The Focolari  Movement, starting from Christ crucified and abandoned “emphasises the charisma and the service of unity in various social and cultural spheres for example economics…and through the paths of ecumenism and interreligious dialogue. The Community of S. Egidio focuses its life on prayer and the Liturgy in order to be close to those who live in situations of hardship and social exclusion”. “Together it is possible to face with greater impulse the pressing challenges of this beginning of the third millennium  – the Pope said -: I think in the first place of the quest for justice and peace and the urgent need to build a world of more brotherhood and solidarity … I refer especially to Africa, a continent which I carry in my heart and which I hope will soon live times of stable peace and authentic development. The next Synod of African Bishops will surely be an opportunity to show God’s great love for the beloved peoples of Africa.” The Holy Father concluded: “The original brotherhood which exists between you and the Movements of which you are friends, leads you to carry ‘one another’s burdens (Gal 6,2), as the Apostle says, above all with regard to evangelisation, love for the poor and the cause for peace. May the Lord render ever more fruitful you spiritual and apostolic initiatives”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/2/2007 – righe 44, parole 637) 

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=719
10 February 2007 – Audience to volunteers of the Misericordie d’Italia and Fratres Blood Donors
VATICAN - “How necessary it is still today, indeed particularly in our epoch marked by human and spiritual threats, for Christians to proclaim through deeds the loving mercy of God!”: the Pope addresses volunteers of the Misericordie d’Italia and Blood Donors

Vatican City – On February 10 Pope Benedict XVI addressed the National Confederation of the Misericordie d’Italia and "Fratres" Blood Donors received in audience in the Vatican. “How necessary it is still today, indeed particularly in our epoch marked by human and spiritual threats, for Christians to proclaim through deeds the loving mercy of God! Every baptised person should be a "living Gospel". Many people who find it difficult to accept Christ and his demanding teachings, are sensitive to witness by those who communicate His message by means of concrete acts of charity. Love is a language which goes straight to the heart and helps to instil trust.” 


The Misericordie one of the world’s oldest forms of organised voluntary work  – the Pope recalled in his address – was started by St Peter of Verona, Martyr. In Florence in 1244, he gathered around him citizens of all ages and social standing anxious to "render honour to God with works of mercy to help people in need" freely and anonymously. “Today the Confederazione delle Misericordie d’Italia has 700 ‘confraternity’ members… to which must be added numerous groups of blood donors called "Fratres". More than one hundred thousand volunteers in your charitable organisation are permanently active in the field of social-health charity work” Pope Benedict XVI said.


The Pontiff praised the Misericordie confederation for the “variety” of its interventions, “a sign of zeal and creative charity flowing from a throbbing heart, fired by love for those in difficulty”, and its contribution towards “spreading the Gospel of God’s love for all mankind”. The Pope then underlined the importance of preserving the Christian roots of Italy and Europe: “Your confraternities the Misericordie are a living, lively and most realistic presence of  these Christian roots. Today the Misericordie are not an ecclesial group, yet their historical roots are unequivocally Christian... if roots are to continue to bear fruit they must remain healthy and strong. This is why you offer your members periodical opportunities for qualification and formation to deepen the human and Christian motivations of your activity since voluntary work is always in danger of becoming activism”. Last of all the Pope stressed the educative function of the Misericordie: their contribution to keep alive “the most noble values fraternity and freely given assistance to those in difficulty”. Young people in particular can benefit from the experience of voluntary work which can be a "school of life". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2007 – righe 32, parole 446) 

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=722
11 February 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus Benedict XVI recalls the connection between Lourdes and human suffering: “It is necessary to support development of palliative treatment and offer integral assistance to give terminally ill people the human support and spiritual accompaniment they need.” 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his reflections before the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 11th February Pope Benedict XVI  recalled the feast day to commemorate the first apparition of the Blessed Virgin to Saint Bernadette on the 11th February 1858 in a cave at Massabielle, near Lourdes, and the celebration of this recurrence of the World Day for the Sick. The Holy Father said because of those apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary Lourdes became “a centre of pilgrimage and intense Marian spirituality for the whole world” where “for almost 150 years the Blessed Virgin’s call for prayer and penance has resounded”. At Lourdes “numerous sick people listen to Most Holy Mary and receive encouragement and learn to accept their sufferings and offer them for the salvation of the world, united with the sufferings of Christ on the cross.”


“Precisely because of the connection between Lourdes and human suffering, the Pope said, fifteen years ago, our beloved John Paul II wished for the Church to make the annual Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, a Day dedicated to sick people all over the world. This year the main celebration is taking place in Seoul, capital of South Korea, where I sent as my representative Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragán, president of the Pontifical Council  or Health Pastoral”. The Pope sent special greetings to those gathered in a Seoul and to healthcare workers and sick people all over the world especially those whose are most serious and most painful: “It is necessary to support development of palliative treatment and offer integral assistance to give terminally ill people the human support and spiritual accompaniment they need.” 


The Pope recalled that in the afternoon he would go to St Peter’s to address sick people and healthcare workers, to relive the spiritual atmosphere of Lourdes and he entrusted all those in the world in the world to the care of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2007; righe 24, parole 341)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=723
11 February 2007 – Address to the sick on 15th  World Day for the Sick
VATICAN – The Holy Father addresses the sick gathered in St Peter’s Basilica: “May no one, especially those who suffer, feel alone and abandoned”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the afternoon of Sunday 11 February, the feast of  Our Lady of Lourdes marked by the Church as World Day for the Sick, thousands of Italian sick people and voluntary helpers who usually make the annual pilgrimage to Lourdes, gathered happily for their traditional Mass in St Peter’s Basilica presided by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, the Pope’s Vicar General for the diocese of Rome. The theme of the Day this year was "Pastoral and Spiritual Care for Terminally Ill Patients". At the end of the Mass Pope Benedict XVI went down to the Basilica to address and bless those present and join in the singing of the Lourdes hymn by candlelight.


After greeting those present the Pope urged the sick, their family members and helpers to feel united with him, with  “all taking part in the principal celebrations of the World Day of the Sick  Seoul, in Korea”. Recalling that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to a simple country girl Bernardette Soubirous, the Pope said “the humble and the poor are God’s favourites, to them He reveals the mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven ”. He continued: “Mary, who faithfully accompanied her Son to the cross and was associated in a mysterious plan with the sufferings of Christ her Son, never tires of urging us to love and share with sure trust the experience of pain and sickness, offering it with faith to the Father, completing in this way in our own body what is lacking in the suffering of Christ”.


The Pope said: “My dear brothers and sisters may the candle you hold be your sign of sincere desire to walk with Jesus, the light of peace who illuminates the shadows and leads us in turn to be light and help for those around us. May no one, especially those who suffer, feel alone and abandoned. I entrust you all this evening to the Blessed Virgin Mary. After unspeakable suffering Mary was assumed into heaven where she awaits us and where we too hop to share one day in unending joy the glory of her Divine Son”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/2/2007; righe 26, parole 407)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=724
12 February 2006 – Audience to participants in an international congress on Natural Law, promoted by  the Pontifical Lateran University
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses participants in an international congress on Natural Law: “Legislation frequently becomes no more than a compromise between different interests: there is a move to transform into rights private interests or desires which clash with the duties demanded of social responsibility … all juridical law draws ultimately its legitimacy from rooting in natural law” 
Vatican City –  Late yesterday morning, the Holy Father received in audience participants in an international congress on Natural Law, being promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University. In his address the Pope said, “Undoubtedly we are living a moment of remarkable development in man’s capacity to decipher the rules and structure of matter and man’s consequent  dominion over nature. We are all aware of the great advantages of this progress but we also see increasingly that this activity threatens to destroy nature. There exists a danger less visible but no less concerning: the method which allows us to penetrate ever more deeply the rational structures of matter makes us ever less able to see the source of this rationality, creative Reason”. 

“The capacity to see the laws of material being renders us incapable of seeing the ethical message contained within being, a message called by tradition lex naturalis, natural moral law” the Pope said underlining that for many today “due to an understanding of nature no longer metaphysic but purely empiric” this concept is almost incomprehensible.


It is from the first principle of this law written in the human heart "to do good and avoid evil", that flow all other principles which regulate ethic judgement on the rights and duties of the individual. “Of this nature is the principle of respect for human life from conception to natural end – the Holy Father said -... Such is also the duty to seek the truth, necessary presupposition for all authentic maturing of the person. Another fundamental instance of the subject is freedom… and how can we fail to mention, on the one hand, the demand of justice manifested in giving unicuique suum and on the other hope for solidarity which nourishes in each individual, especially the less fortunate, the hope for help from the more fortunate?” These values express mandatory norms which depend neither on the will of the legislator nor on the consensus which States may give to these norms, since they precede any human law.


“Natural law,” he affirmed, “is the source from which, along with fundamental rights, flow ethical imperatives that must be honoured” the Pope said recalling that modern legal ethics and philosophy reveal the widespread influence of the postulates of juridical positivism. “As a consequence legislation often becomes a mere compromise between various interests; there is an attempt to transform into law private interests or desires that clash with the duties deriving from social responsibility. In this situation, it is good to recall that all legal systems, both internal and international, ultimately draw their legitimacy from their rooting in natural law, in the ethical message inscribed in human beings themselves. Natural law is the only valid protection against the arbitrary of power and misleading ideological manipulation”. 


The principle concern, especially for those with public responsibilities, which should be the promotion of a mature moral conscience. “This is the fundamental progress without which all other progress becomes non authentic”. Then the Holy Father underlined that these concepts can be concretely applied to the family. “The Second Vatican Council opportunely underlined that the bond of matrimony ‘by Divine Will is a lasting one, and that therefore ‘For the good of the spouses and their off-springs as well as of society, the existence of the sacred bond no longer depends on human decisions alone. (GS 48) Indeed, no law made by man can overturn the norms written by the Creator, without inflicting a dramatic injury to society in what constitutes its most basic foundation. To forget this would mean weakening the family, damaging the children and render precarious the future of society.”

Lastly the Pope reaffirmed “not everything which is scientifically possible is ethically right” and he said: “Entrusting oneself blindly to technology as the only guarantee of progress, without at the same time presenting an ethical code, ... would be an act of violence against human nature, with devastating consequences for everyone”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2007 – righe 47, parole 679)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=725
13 February 2007 – Message For Lent
VATICAN - In his message for Lent 2007 Pope Benedict XVI writes:  “Let us direct our gaze to Christ crucified who, dying on Calvary, revealed fully for us the love of God … Contemplating “Him whom they have pierced” moves us in this way to open our hearts to others”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “They shall look on Him whom they have pierced” (Jn 19:37)” is the theme of Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for Lent 2007 presented today at the Holy See Press Office. “Dear Brothers and Sisters, the Pope writes, Lent is a favourable time to learn to stay with Mary and John, the beloved disciple, close to Him who on the Cross, consummated for all mankind the sacrifice of His life (cf. Jn 19:25). With a more fervent participation let us direct our gaze, therefore, in this time of penance and prayer, at Christ crucified who, dying on Calvary, revealed fully for us the love of God”.


Benedict XVI recalls his Encyclical “Deus caritas est”, in which he speaks of love in its two fundamental forms: agape and eros and he says: “The term agape, which appears many times in the New Testament, indicates the self-giving love of one who looks exclusively for the good of the other. The word eros, on the other hand, denotes the love of one who desires to possess what he or she lacks and yearns for union with the beloved. The love with which God surrounds us is undoubtedly agape… But God’s love is also eros. … eros is part of God’s very heart: the Almighty awaits the “yes” of His creatures as a young bridegroom that of his bride. Unfortunately, from its very origins, mankind, seduced by the lies of the Evil One, rejected God’s love in the illusion of a self-sufficiency that is impossible … God, however, did not give up. On the contrary, man’s “no” was the decisive impulse that moved Him to manifest His love in all of its redeeming strength.”

In order to win back the love of His creatures, God accepted to pay the highest price: the blood of His Only Son. “It is in the mystery of the Cross that the overwhelming power of the heavenly Father’s mercy is revealed … Death, which for the first Adam was an extreme sign of loneliness and powerlessness, was thus transformed in the supreme act of love and freedom of the new Adam”. The Pope in writes  “Dear brothers and sisters, let us look at Christ pierced in the Cross. He is the unsurpassing revelation of God’s love, a love in which eros and agape, far from being opposed, enlighten each other. On the Cross, it is God Himself who begs the love of His creature: He is thirsty for the love of every one of us. The Apostle Thomas recognized Jesus as “Lord and God” when he put his hand into the wound of His side. Not surprisingly, many of the saints found in the Heart of Jesus the deepest expression of this mystery of love. … Jesus said: “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men to myself” (Jn 12:32). The response the Lord ardently desires of us is above all that we welcome His love and allow ourselves to be drawn to Him. Accepting His love, however, is not enough. We need to respond to such love and devote ourselves to communicating it to others. Christ “draws me to Himself” in order to unite Himself to me, so that I learn to love the brothers with His own love.


Blood and water, the Fathers of the Church considered these elements as symbols of the sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist the Pope recalled and he concluded “Blood, symbol of the love of the Good Shepherd, flows into us especially in the Eucharistic mystery … Let us live Lent then, as a “Eucharistic” time in which, welcoming the love of Jesus, we learn to spread it around us with every word and deed. Contemplating “Him whom they have pierced” moves us in this way to open our hearts to others, recognizing the wounds inflicted upon the dignity of the human person; it moves us, in particular, to fight every form of contempt for life and human exploitation and to alleviate the tragedies of loneliness and abandonment of so many people. May Lent be for every Christian a renewed experience of God’s love given to us in Christ, a love that each day we, in turn, must “regive” to our neighbour, especially to the one who suffers most and is in need. Only in this way will we be able to participate fully in the joy of Easter”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2007, righe 44, parole 661)

See the Pope’s message in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=726
14 February 2007 – General Audience 
VATICAN - “The history of Christianity would have developed very differently if it were not for the generous contribution of many women”: Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching at the General Audience 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After meeting in St Peter’s Basilica the Bishops and Catholic laity from the dioceses of the Marche region of Italy Pope Benedict XVI went to address visitors from all over the world gathered in the Paul VI Audience Hall. The Pope based his teaching on "women at the service of the Gospel” dwelling on “many female figures who played an effective and valuable role to spread the Gospel. Their testimony cannot be forgotten…the Lord wishes for these witnesses to the Gospel, these figures who helped to spread faith in Him, to be acknowledged and their memory to be kept in the Church” the Pope said.


Speaking of the role of women in early Christian times in two distinct stages, during the earthly life of Jesus and in the vicissitudes of the first Christian generation, the Pope said “besides the Twelve, the pillars of the Church and fathers of the new People of God, other disciples were chosen, many of whom were women”. The Pope mentioned the prophetess Anna, the Samaritan woman, the Syro-Phoenician woman, the woman suffering from a haemorrhage, the sinful woman whom Jesus forgives, figures of women in certain parables … “More significant for our subject are women who played an active part in the framework of Jesus’ mission– the Pope explained -. First of all our thoughts go naturally to the Blessed Virgin Mary who with her faith and maternal role collaborated in a unique way in our Redemption… Various other women gravitate around the figure of Jesus for different reasons with functions of responsibility. Eloquent examples are those women who followed Jesus to assist him with what they possessed and whose names are handed on to us by Luke: Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and ‘many others. The Gospel also tell us that, unlike the Twelve, the women do not abandon Jesus in the hour of his passion. Among them Mary Magdalene not only present at the Passion but also first witness and announcer of the Risen Lord”.


St Paul the Apostle considers it normal in the Christian community for women to  “speak openly, inspired by the Spirit as long as they do it in a dignified manner and for the edification of the community. Therefore the successive, well known, recommendation that ‘women be silent at assemblies’ needs to be relativised”. The Pope recalled Prisca or Priscilla and her husband Aquila,  the married couple who helped St Paul with the work of evangelisation, then the Letter to Philemon, which “in fact Paul addresses also to a woman named ‘Apphia’… in the community of the Colossians where she held an important position”. In another place the Apostle mentions a certain ‘Phoebe’, who had a role of responsibility in the Christian community at  Cencre, and he mentions the names of other women: a certain Maria, then Triphena, Triphosa and Persis, and also Julia, underlining their zealous ecclesial commitment. In the Church in Philippi two women Evodia and Sìntiche were distinguished.”


“The history of Christianity would have developed much differently if it were not for the generous contribution made by so many women.” the Holy Father said. After recalling the admiration and gratitude expressed to women by John Paul II in his apostolic letter Mulieris dignitatem, Pope Benedict XVI  concluded: “We join his appreciation thanking the Lord for leading his Church from generation to generation, relying on men and women indistinctly who made their faith and their baptism bear fruit for the good of the entire Body of the Church and for the greater glory of God.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/2/2007 – righe 44, parole 632) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=727
15 February 2007 – Audience to President of the Republic of Korea, Roh Moo-hyun, accompanied by consort and entourage 
VATICAN - “For over fifty years, the Korean people have suffered the consequences of division. Families have been split, close relatives have been separated from one another. Please let them know that I am spiritually close to them in their suffering. On compassionate grounds, I pray for a speedy solution to the problem which impedes so many from communicating with one another.”: Pope Benedict XVI President of the Republic of Korea

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI on 15 February received in audience the President of the Republic of Korea. Mr Roh Moo-hyun, accompanied by his consort and entourage. After the audience with the Pope, Mr Roh Moo-hyun had a meeting with Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. According to a communique released by the Holy See Press Office during their discussions, mention was made of the cordial relations between the Holy See and the Republic of Korea, as well as of the understanding and cooperation that exist between the Catholic Church and the civil authorities. "Attention turned to the political and social situation of eastern Asia and, in particular, to the evolution of the process of reconciliation on the Korean peninsula and to the respect and promotion of human rights in that region."

During the audience the Pope handed the President a letter in English in which he welcomed and thanked him for his visit which, the Holy Father writes, “serves to strengthen the good relations that exist between your country and the Holy See.” The Pope added that the President’s visit “is a clear sign of your esteem for the Catholic Church. I would ask you to convey my affectionate greetings to the people of Korea, and to assure them of my prayers for peace and stability on the Korean peninsula and throughout the region”.


The Holy Father’s letter continues: "For over fifty years, the Korean people have suffered the consequences of division. Families have been split, close relatives have been separated from one another”. The Pope assures his spiritual closeness to those who suffer and prays “for a rapid solution to the problem”. “Please let them know that I am spiritually close to them in their suffering. On compassionate grounds, I pray for a speedy solution to the problem which impedes so many from communicating with one another".


The letter then expresses concern for nuclear arms – “The risk of a nuclear arms race in the region is a further source of concern, fully shared by the Holy See” and calls on all the interested parties “to make every effort to resolve the present tensions through peaceful means and to refrain from any gesture or initiative that might endanger the negotiations, while ensuring that the most vulnerable part of the North Korean population has access to humanitarian aid.".


At the end of the letter, the Holy Father remarks that Korea has experienced “remarkable economic growth in recent times, for which I give thanks to God” but at the same time, “not all citizens are yet able to benefit fully from this increased prosperity”. Therefore Benedict XVI urges the Korean government “to work in harmony with all those who seek to promote the common good and social justice". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/2/2007 – righe 35, parole 501)

See the Pope’s letter in English
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=728




19 February 2007 – Audience to confessors of the four Roman Basilicas 
VATICAN - “Christ has chosen us, dear priests, to be the only ones with the power to pardon sins in His name. This then, is a specific ecclesial service to which we must give priority.” Pope Benedict XVI addresses confessors of the four Roman Basilicas 
Vatican City – In the late morning of February 19 Pope Benedict XVI  received Cardinal James F. Stafford, major penitentiary of the Apostolic Penitentiary, prelates and officials of that tribunal, and father confessors of Roman basilicas. In his address the Holy Father reflected on the Sacrament of Penance and its “importance in the life of the Christian, since it renders present the redeeming power of Christ’s Paschal Mystery. When he gives absolution, pronounced in the name and on behalf the Church, the confessor becomes the conscious mediator of a marvellous event of grace– the Pope said -. The confessor, "following the Church's Magisterium with gentle insistence, becomes a minister of the consoling mercy of God, he emphasizes the reality of sin, and at the same time reveals the limitless renovating power of divine love, the love that restores life. Confession becomes a spiritual rebirth which transform the penitent in a new creature. Only God can work this miracle of grace and He does it through the words and actions of the priest.”

The Holy Father recalled that in the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance “rather than a passive spectator, the confessor is an active instrument of divine mercy” therefore, he must unite a highly-developed spiritual and pastoral sensitivity with serious theological, moral and educational training making him capable of understanding people's life experiences. “Furthermore, it is good for him to know the social, cultural and professional background of those who come to the confessional, in order to be able to give appropriate advice and spiritual and practical guidance". Priests must not forget that in the Sacrament of Penance they are "fathers, spiritual judges, teachers and educators," said the Pope, adding that "this calls for constant 'up-dating'. Besides theologically prepared, a confessor must be a man of profound spirituality, nourished by prayerful contact with Christ, Master and Redeemer … his model is Jesus, the One sent by the Father; the source from which to draw abundantly the vivifying power of the Holy Spirit”. 


“We cannot preach forgiveness and reconciliation to others if we do not experience these things personally – said Pope Benedict XVI  -. Although it is true that in our ministry there are various ways and instruments with which to communicate the merciful love of God to our brothers and sisters, it is nonetheless in the celebration of this Sacrament that we can do so in the most complete and exalted manner. Christ has chosen us, dear priests, to be the only ones with the power to pardon sins in His name. This then, is a specific ecclesial service to which we must give priority.". Many people in difficulty "seek the comfort and consolation of Christ," Pope Benedict concluded. "How many penitents find in confession the peace and joy they were seeking for so long!” 


Underlining that also in our day, marked by many religious and social challenges,  “this Sacrament must be rediscovered and presented anew?”. The Pope concluded calling to mind exemplary confessors such as  Saint John Maria Vianney, Saint Leopoldo Mandic, and Saint Pio da Pietrelcina and he said “from heaven may they help you to dispense abundantly the mercy and forgiveness of Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2007 – righe 34, parole 480)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=732
21 February 2007 – General Audience 
VATICAN - “This Lent, by a more fervent participation in the Eucharist, may we learn to enter more deeply into the Paschal Mystery and to “re-give” Christ’s love to others, especially the suffering and those in need”: the Pope’s teaching at the general audience
Vatican City – Once again, given the large number of visitors for the General Audience on Wednesday 21 February, Ash Wednesday, Pope Benedict XVI gave his audience in two stages. First to St Peter’s Basilica where addressing several hundred Italian students he said “Today we begin the Season of Lent, a time of ‘special’  prayer, penance and effort to serve others, to live with our eyes fixed on Jesus as he approaches his death and resurrection. Dear young people, listen to this call as if Christ were addressing each of you personally and respond generously”. 


In his catechesis to visitors from various parts of the world gathered in the Paul VI Audience Hall the Holy Father said “Ash Wednesday, which we celebrate today, is a special day for Christians, marked by a profound spirit devotion and reflection. We set out on our Lenten journey of prayer and penance and listening to the Word of God. During these forty days the Liturgy leads us to relive the stages of the mystery of redemption”.  By means of Christ’s sacrifice, mankind has been ransomed from the power of evil and is generated to new life though Baptism. “This is why in the early Christian community Baptism was considered ‘the first resurrection – the Pope said - . from the beginning Lent has been lived as a time of immediate preparation for Baptism administered with solemnity during the Easter Vigil Mass. The whole of Lent was a journey towards this great encounter with Christ this, immersion in Christ and renewal of life… For us too Lent is another ‘catechumenate’ which leads us again to our own Baptism that we may rediscover it and relive with deeper awareness in order to become authentic Christians once again”. 


The Holy Father underlined that “conversion is never over, it is a process, an interior journey which lasts a lifetime” … “Lent is the opportune spiritual season in which to train ourselves to seek God more tenaciously by opening our heart to Christ… Conversion means seeking God, walking with God, readily obeying the teaching of His Son, Jesus Christ; conversion is not about self-realisation, because human beings are not the architects of their destiny… Conversion consists in freely and lovingly accepting to depend on God for everything, our Creator, to depend on love. But rather than dependence, this is freedom. Conversion means not seeking our own personal success –something which passes – but rather, abandoning all human security, deciding with trust and humility to follow the Lord”.


Mentioning his own Message for Lent 2007, in which he speaks of “God’s immense love for us”, Pope Benedict XVI said  “for us too, men and women of today too often distracted by passing earthly concerns, the Cross is the final revelation of God’s love and mercy. God is love and His love is the secret of our happiness”. The Pope concluded: “The Cross – the definitive revelation of God’s love and mercy – is the only way to enter this mystery of saving love. This Lent, by a more fervent participation in the Eucharist, may we learn to enter more deeply into the Paschal Mystery and to “re-give” Christ’s love to others, especially the suffering and those in need”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2007 – righe 41, parole 602) 

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=733
21 February 2007 – Homily at Mass on Ash Wednesday at the Basilica of Santa Sabina on the Aventine Hill
VATICAN – The Pope presides the first Lenten ‘station’ Mass at the basilica of Santa Sabina: “Works of charity (almsgiving), prayer and penance (fasting), and other sincere efforts for conversion find their highest significance and values in the Eucharist, source and summit of the life of the Church and the history of salvation”

Vatican City – “Ash Wednesday is considered the ‘gateway’ to Lent. In fact today’s Liturgy and its distinctive actions anticipate in a synthetic form the very physiognomy of the Lenten Season. In her tradition the Church offers us not only the liturgical and spiritual themes for our Lenten journey she also indicates ascetic and practical ways to live this time in a fruitful manner.” Pope Benedict XVI said this during his homily at Mass on Ash Wednesday 21 February at the Basilica of  Santa Sabina on Rome’s Aventine Hill. The Liturgy, typical of the Lenten masses at Rome’s traditional ‘station’ churches started with prayers and a penitential procession from Sant’Anselmo, another church on the same hill,  to the Basilica of Santa Sabina.


Reflecting on the first reading Joel (2,12), the Pope said: “Joel’s call - "Return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, weeping and laments " – regards us too, dear brothers and sisters. Let us not hesitate to restore our friendship with God, lost through sin; encountering the Lord we experience the joy of his forgiveness … Christ alone can transform any situation of sin into new grace. Hence the powerful spiritual impact of what St Paul says to Christians in Corinth: "in the name of Christ we appeal to you to be reconciled to God"; and again: "now is the real time of favour, now the day of salvation is here!" (5,20; 6,2). While Joel was speaking about the future day of the Lord as a day of terrible judgement, St Paul, referring to the prophet Isaiah, speaks of "time of favour", "day of salvation". The future day of the Lord is "today". The terrible day has been transformed, through Christ’s Cross and Resurrection, into the day of salvation. And this day is now as we heard in the chant before the Gospel: " Today do not harden your hearts, listen to the voice of the Lord". The call to conversion and penance resounds today with all its power so that its echo may accompany us all through life”.


The Holy Father then illustrated the rite of the imposition of the blessed Ashes and its “double significance: the first relative to a change of heart, conversion, penance, whereas secondly it reminds us of the precariousness of the human condition, as is easily seen from the two different formulas to accompany the action”. The means for achieving authentic individual and community renewal in the forty days of Lent are indicated by Jesus in the Gospel: “works of charity (almsgiving), prayer and penance (fasting). These are three fundamental practices, dear also the Jewish tradition, because they help purify the person before God. These exterior actions, performed to please God not to obtain human approval or consensus, are acceptable to Him if they express a determination of heart to serve him with simplicity and generosity”. Repeating a call expressed in his Message for Lent to live these forty days of special grace as a "Eucharistic" time, Pope Benedict XVI concluded: “Drawing from the inexhaustible source of love, the Eucharist, during which Christ makes present His redeeming sacrifice of the Cross, every Christian can persevere in the itinerary which we solemnly begin today. Works of charity (almsgiving), prayer and penance (fasting), and other sincere efforts for conversion find their highest significance and value in the Eucharist, source and summit of the life of the Church and the history of salvation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2007 – righe 42, parole 606)

See homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=735
22 February 2007 – Message to Catholics in Brazil for the Lenten Fraternity Campaign 2007
VATICAN - Message to Catholics in Brazil for the Lenten Fraternity Campaign 2007, the Pope recalls with gratitude the many courageous men and women missionaries dedicated, “even at the risk of their life, to spreading the Catholic faith in the villages and towns of the region”

Vatican City –  On the occasion of the annual  Lenten Brotherhood Campaign in Brazil, this year with the theme “Fraternity and Amazon" and the motto "Life and Mission in that Land " (see Fides 20/2/2007), Pope Benedict XVI addressed a special message to the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Brazil Cardinal Geraldo Majella Agnelo, Archbishop São Salvador da Bahia.


The Holy Father says he supports the Lenten Campaign which will begin on Ash Wednesday: “Lent is a season when every Christian is called to reflect on the different social situations of  the Brazilian people in need for greater fraternity”. The theme chosen this year is to promote effective solidarity with the peoples in the Amazon. This concern  “is part of the theme of environment protection since this vast territory is a common patrimony which, for its human socio-political, economic and environmental reality, calls for special attention on the part of the Church and society in Brazil”. 


In this context, the Message continues, ecclesial activity promotes “a process of widespread evangelisation to encourage missionary impulse and create conditions for all the people of the Amazon region to discover or grow in the faith”. In continuity with his Predecessors, the Pope expresses gratitude to  “the numerous courageous  missionaries past and present dedicated, even at the risk of their life, to spreading the Catholic faith in the villages and towns of the region; men and women who out of love for God dedicate themselves body and soul to building up the Kingdom of God in the land of Santa Cruz”. 


The Pope concludes expressing the hope that the different realities of civil society will show ever greater solidarity with the peoples of the Amazon region “meeting the ethical demands of justice and respect for life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2007, righe 23, parole 301)

See message in Portuguese

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=734
22 February 2007 - Audience with his clergy of Rome diocese 
VATICAN - In a meeting with his clergy of Rome diocese Pope Benedict XVI speaks about youth pastoral, knowledge of the Scriptures, the place of Church Movements, implementation of the Council, sacred art a channel for communicating the faith
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Thursday 22 February Pope Benedict XVI had his traditional meeting with his clergy of the diocese of Rome. After being greeted by Cardinal Vicar Camillo Ruini the Pope answered questions posed by a few of the priests present. Here are excerpts of the Pope’s replies:


1. The mission of the Marian Shrine in the diocese, dedicated to Our Lady of Divine Love,   Madonna del Divino Amore. “The essential service… is to be a place of prayer, sacramental life and a life of lived charity … We learn from Mary to speak personally with the Lord, to ponder and keep God’s words in our life and our heart so that they may be true nourishment.... in the Liturgy the Lord teaches us to pray, first of all giving us His Word, then leading us through the Eucharistic Prayer into communion with his mystery of life, cross and resurrection… the Liturgy is then above all prayer: listening and answering, in the responsorial Psalm, in the prayer of the Church, in the great Eucharistic Prayer. We celebrate the Liturgy well if our attitude is one of prayer «orante», uniting ourselves with the mystery of Christ and his dialogue with the Father … popular piety is our strength because these prayers are deeply rooted in the hearts of the people. Even people who are not very close to the life of the Church, or have little understanding of the faith are moved by these prayers. We need only to «illuminate» these gestures, «purify» this tradition so it may become active Church life … I am very grateful that there is a return of Eucharistic Adoration … I can say that I will soon sign the post synodal Exhortation on the Eucharist which will be made available to the whole Church. It is a Document to be meditated… Lastly, the Shrine as a place of charity caritas. I find this logical and very necessary.” 


2. The Formation of the faith for the new generations. “Young people really deserve to be given priority in our pastoral work, because they live in a world which is distant from God… I think it is most important for them to find people— both of their age and more mature — in whom they see that Christian life is possible, reasonable and feasible… The «catechumenate» lived in a new way — I mean as a shared journey of life, a shared experience that it is possible to live in this way— is of vital importance. Only with experience can we begin to understand… we cannot expect to live a Christian life one hundred immediately, without doubts, without sins. We must realise that we are on a journey, that we can and we must learn, that we can and must gradually convert our hearts… With regard to the contents, I would say it is important to know God. The theme of «God» is essential. Only when we realise that Jesus is not some great prophet, or world famous religious figure, He is the Face of God, then we discover Christ’s greatness and find God … Then of course we must understand that the Church is a marvellous companion for our journey. In the Church the Word of God is always alive and Christ is not only a figure of the past, He is present. This means we must rediscover the sacramental life… On this path our companions are of course the saints. Despite many problems they lived Sacred Scripture and were true and living «interpretations» of Sacred Scripture… and then of course we have Mary, the Mother of the Word. Mary helps us to progress as Christians and to come to know her Son.”


3. Promotion of knowledge of the Bible. “The Bible in its entirety is something truly great to be discovered gradually… I think a first point is to read Sacred Scripture in its unity and entirety. The various books are part of a journey and we come to realise this only when we see these as parts of a whole, parts of same path, one explaining the other, …  Sacred Scripture must always be read in the light of Christ... the real proprietor of the God’s Word is always His people guided by the Holy Spirit, and inspiration is a process: the Holy Spirit leads, the People receive. Sacred Scripture is therefore the path of a people, God’s people. Sacred Scripture must always be read well. But we can only do this if we walk within this subject, the People of God which lives, is renewed and re-founded by Christ, while retaining the same identity… Therefore I would say we have three related dimensions. The historical dimension, the Christological dimension and the ecclesiological dimension— of the pilgrim people — penetrate one another… the Word is always so much greater than you think. And this must be said in a critical manner with regard to a certain part of modern exegesis which thinks it understands everything and therefore, after the interpretation it has given, there is nothing more to say. This is not true. The Word is always greater that any exegesis of the Fathers or critical exegesis”.


4. Church Movements and new Communities. “In every epoch new Church movements have been born … they insert themselves not without suffering and difficulty in the life of the Church. Saint Benedict had to correct the initial direction of monasticism. And so in our own day the Lord, the Holy Spirit, gives us new initiatives with new aspects of the Christian life: lived by human persons with their  limits, these initiatives also create difficulties. The first rule is therefore: never stifle charisma, be grateful even when they are troublesome. The second rule is this: the Church is one; if Movements are truly gifts of the Holy Spirit, they become part of the Church and serve her and patient dialogue between Bishops and Movements produces a fecund form where these elements become elements to edify the Church of today and tomorrow .”


5. Pastoral work, true life of the Church, nourished by the ecclesiology of the Council. “Pastoral activity must never be a simple strategy, an activity of administration, it must always be spiritual work. Certainly we cannot do without the former because we are on this earth and these matters need attention … but the emphasis must be on the essence of the shepherd, on spiritual work… the shepherd takes priority. This means that he himself in the first place must live of God’s Word: he must be a man of prayer, a man of forgiveness and encounter with the Lord, a man of charity, lived and achieved… it is fundamental to spiritualise daily pastoral work. This is easier said than done, but we must try. In order to spiritualise our work we must follow the Lord… there is a real need to reserve a little time for the Lord: the celebration of Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours, daily meditation, even brief, following the Liturgy, the Rosary… the ecclesiology of the Council. I feel this ecclesiology needs to be more deeply interiorised,  both  «Lumen gentium» and «Ad gentes», which is also an ecclesiological document, and also that of minor documents, and then that of «Dei Verbum». By interiorising this vision we can draw our people into this vision which understands that the Church is not simply a vast structure, one of many super-national bodies. While the Church is a body,  she is the Body of Christ and therefore a spiritual body, as Saint Paul says. She is a spiritual reality. I think it is most important for people to see that the Church is not a super-national organisation, or an administrative body or power, although she engages in social and super-national work she is not a social agency, instead she is a spiritual body … the homily is always a wonderful opportunity to be close to the people and to communicate the spirituality taught by the Council”.


6. The significance and value of Eucharistic reparation. “This discourse has become difficult … I think we need to go to the root, the reach the Lord himself who offered reparation for the sin of the world, and to try to make up, to atone: let’s say, strike a balance between the plus of evil and the plus of good. Therefore on the great scales of the world we cannot leave the great negative plus, we must give at least the equivalent weight to good. This fundamental idea is founded on what was achieved by Christ … against this great weight of the evil in the world which pulls it down, the Lord brings an ever greater weight, the weight of infinite love which enters the world … I think theology should do more to make this reality of reparation understood… I feel our language is still insufficient to make it understood by us and then also by others. It is not a matter of offering the blood of God to a cruel God. But rather God himself with his love must enter the suffering of history to create not only a balance, but a plus of love which is stronger that the existing abundance of evil”.


7.  Unity of faith and pluralism in theology. “What an important question!... I would simply say that theology has always been multiple. We think of the Fathers in the Middle Ages, the Franciscan school, the Dominican school, then the late Middle Ages and so on. As we have said the Word  of God is always greater than us. This is why we can never exhaust the  range of this Word and different approaches, different types of reflection are necessary. I would just say: on the one hand in his professional responsibility and capacity the theologian must seek paths to meet the demands and challenges of our day; and on the other he must always realise that everything is based on the faith of the Church and therefore  to the faith of the Church it must always return. I am convinced that if theologians are personally and deeply in the faith and realise that their work consists of reflection on the faith, they will reach conciliation of unity and plurality.”


8. Sacred art as a channel to communicate the faith. “Italy is so rich in works of art and art is an inexhaustible and incredible source for catechesis. For us it is a duty to know and understand it well, not like some art historians who interpret it only formally according to artistic technique. Instead we must enter the contents which inspires all great art making it come alive. I feel it is a duty, also in the formation of future priests, to become familiar with these treasures and so transform into living catechesis what they contain as it speaks to us today. This will also help to make the Church appear not as an organism of oppression or power, as some wish to demonstrate, but rather an organism of spiritual fecundity unique in history. This is also a sign of the Church’s vitality despite her weaknesses and sins she has always been a great spiritual and inspiring reality and has given us this treasure.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/2/2007 – righe 121, parole 1857)

See address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=736
24 February 2007 – Audience to delegates participating in the 13th  general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and in the international congress entitled "Christian conscience in support of the right to life,"
VATICAN - Christians are continually called to face the many attacks to which the right to life is exposed … life is the first good received from God and the foundation of all other goods”: Benedict XVI Pontifical Academy for Life
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Christian conscience has a deep need to be nourished and strengthened by the many profound militant motivations in favour of the right to life. This is a right which demands to be supported by everyone because it is the most fundamental of human rights”. On 24 February the Pope received delegates participating in the 13th general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and in the international congress entitled "Christian conscience in support of the right to life," being held in the Vatican on February 23 and 24.


Referring to what is stated in Pope John Paul II’s encyclical Evangelium vitae, Pope Benedict XVI  recalled that Christians are continually called to “face the many attacks to which the right to life is exposed. In this they know they can rely on motivations profoundly rooted in natural law which can therefore be share by all people of upright conscience”. If much has been done to make these motivations better known among Christians and in the civil society, it is also true that  “all over the world attacks against the right to life have multiplied assuming even new forms”. 


In Latin America and in many developing countries there is growing pressure to legalise abortion and promote population control policies, “although these methods are known to be pernicious also on the economic and social level”. In the most developed countries “there is growing interest for most advanced bio-technological research to install subtle and widespread Eugenic methods even obsessive search for the ‘perfect child’, with spreading artificial procreation and various forms of diagnosis to guarantee selection”, laws are passed to legalise abortion, and there is increasing pressure to legalise alternatives to married life. “In these situations the conscience, often overwhelmed by collective pressure – the Pontiff observed -, is not sufficiently aware of the gravity of the problems at stake, and the strength of the strongest weakens and appears to paralyse even those with the best of intentions.”


Hence the urgent need to appeal to consciences, especially those of Christians. “The formation of a conscience which is truthful, because it is founded on truth and upright, because it is determined to follow its dictates without contradiction, betrayal is a difficult and delicate but indispensable task. And sad to say this task is hampered by many factors ” the Pope continued referring the a growing rejection of Christian tradition and the idea of some that  “to be free the individual conscience must be free of all reference to tradition and all references based on reason. Conscience, an act of reason aimed at the truth of things, ceases to be light and becomes simply a backdrop against which the media society throws the most contradictory images and impulses.”


Today it is necessary to “re-educate to the desire for knowledge of the authentic truth, to defence of one’s freedom to choose faced with masse behaviour and the lure of propaganda, to nurture a passion for moral beauty and a clear conscience”. This is a task for parents and educators, and for the Christian community for its faithful. “We cannot be content with a fleeting contact with the principal truths of the faith in childhood, what is needed is a path to accompany the different stages of life, opening the mind and heart to welcome the fundamental duties on which the existence of the individual and the community are founded – Pope Benedict XVI said -... Without continual and qualified formation still more problematic is the capacity for judgement with regard to problems posed by bio-medicine in matters of human sexuality, unborn life, procreation, treatment of patients and the most helpless sectors of society.” 


The Pope called on families and parish communities to support formation for young people and adults: “besides Christian formation to know the person of Christ, his Word and the Sacraments, in teaching the faith the children and adolescents it is necessary to include the discourse on moral values regarding the human body, sexuality, human love, procreation, respect for life in all its stages and behaviour contrary to these principal values. In this specific field the work of priests must be opportunely assisted by lay educators, including specialists, with the task to guide ecclesial realities with their science illuminated by the faith”. 


Pope Benedict XVI called on scientists, doctors, legislators and politicians to contribute “by teaching and by example” to “reawaken the clear and eloquent voice of conscience in many people’s hearts”.  He recalled the teaching of the Council which said lay people “should learn how to distinguish carefully between those rights and duties which are theirs as members of the Church, and those which they have as members of human society. Let them strive to reconcile the two, remembering that in every temporal affair they must be guided by a Christian conscience, since even in secular business there is no human activity which can be withdrawn from God's dominion." (Lumen gentium, 36). Last of all the Pope said: “life is the first good received God, the foundation of all other rights; and to guarantee equal right to life for all is a duty and on it the future of humanity depends”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/2/2007 – righe 63, parole 902)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=737
25 February 2007 - Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope’s Angelus reflection: “The Man whom we have pierced with our sins never tires of pouring an inexhaustible torrent of merciful love on to the world. May humanity understand that only from this source can we draw the spiritual strength indispensable for building the peace and happiness so tirelessly sought by every human person”

Vatican City  – “Let us start the Lenten Season with our eyes fixed on the side of Jesus…in these days of Lent let our heart never stray from this mystery of profound humanity and lofty spirituality” said Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus on Sunday 25 February, the first Sunday of Lent. Recalling his Message for Lent 2007, inspired by the Gospel verse - "They will look upon the man hey have pierced" (Jn 19,37) – the Pope reflected on the act of piercing the side of Christ with the lance and said: “That gesture made by an anonymous Roman soldier destined to be lost in oblivion, remained impressed in the eyes and on the heart of the Apostle who recorded it in his Gospel. Through the centuries how many conversions have come from that eloquent message of love received by those who look at the crucified Christ!”


“Contemplating the Crucified One with the eyes of faith – the Pontiff continued - we are keenly aware of the reality of sin, of its tragic gravity and at the same time, of the immeasurable forgiving power of the Lord’s loving mercy … Looking at Christ we feel at the same time that he is looking at us. The Man whom we pierced with our sins never tires of pouring the inexhaustible torrent of His merciful love on to the world. May humanity understand that only from this source can we draw the spiritual strength indispensable for building the peace and happiness so tirelessly sought by every human person.”


Pope Benedict XVI concluded by referring to Blessed Virgin Mary “whose soul was pierced as she stood at the foot of the Cross”. May she help believers be firm in the faith and “put aside anything that distracts from Christ and His word of salvation”. The Pope entrusted the Spiritual Exercises he was to start later in the day to the intercession of the Blessed Mother and he asked those present at the Angelus to pray for him and the Curia on Retreat this week assuring them that he too would pray for them. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/2/2007; righe 24, parole 348)

See the Pope’s address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=738
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Love

“My dear young friends, I want to invite you to “dare to love”. Do not desire anything less for your life than a love that is strong and beautiful and that is capable of making the whole of your existence a joyful undertaking of giving yourselves as a gift to God and your brothers and sisters, in imitation of the One who vanquished hatred and death forever through love (cf Rev 5:13). Love is the only force capable of changing the heart of the human person and of all humanity, by making fruitful the relations between men and women, between rich and poor, between cultures and civilisations. This is shown to us in the lives of the saints. They are true friends of God who channel and reflect this very first love. Try to know them better, entrust yourselves to their intercession, and strive to live as they did. I shall just mention Mother Teresa. In order to respond instantly to the cry of Jesus, “I thirst”, a cry that had touched her deeply, she began to take in the people who were dying on the streets of Calcutta in India. From that time onward, the only desire of her life was to quench the thirst of love felt by Jesus, not with words, but with concrete action by recognising his disfigured countenance thirsting for love in the faces of the poorest of the poor. Blessed Teresa put the teachings of the Lord into practice: “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Mt 25:40). The message of this humble witness of divine love has spread around the whole world.
Pro-Life 

“Therefore, the Christian is continually called to be ever alert in order to face the multiple attacks to which the right to life is exposed. In this he knows that he can count on motives that are deeply rooted in the natural law and that can therefore be shared by every person of upright conscience. In this perspective, above all after the publication of the Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, much has been done to make the subject matter of these motivations better known in the Christian community and in civil society, but it must be admitted that the attacks on the right to life throughout the world have broadened and multiplied, also assuming new forms. The pressures to legalize abortion are increasing in Latin American countries and in developing countries, also with recourse to the liberalization of new forms of chemical abortion under the pretext of safeguarding reproductive health:  policies for demographic control are on the rise, notwithstanding that they are already recognized as dangerous also on the economic and social plane. At the same time, the interest in more refined biotechnological research is growing in the more developed countries in order to establish subtle and extensive eugenic methods, even to obsessive research for the "perfect child", with the spread of artificial procreation and various forms of diagnosis tending to ensure good selection. A new wave of discriminatory eugenics finds consensus in the name of the presumed well-being of the individual, and laws are promoted especially in the economically progressive world for the legalization of euthanasia. All of this comes about while, on another front, efforts are multiplying to legalize cohabitation as an alternative to matrimony and closed to natural procreation. In these situations the conscience, sometimes overwhelmed by the powerful collective media, is insufficiently vigilant concerning the gravity of the problems at play, and the power of the strongest weakens and seems to paralyze even people of good will. (24 February 2007 – Audience to participants  general assembly Pontifical Academy for Life and international Conference on "The Christian Conscience Supports the Right to Life ") 
Formation for Seminarians

“To sum up, therefore, I would say that God speaks to us in many ways. It is important to be in the "we" of the Church, in the "we" of the life of the Liturgy. It is important that I personalize this "we" in myself; it is important to be attentive to the other voices of the Lord, also letting ourselves be guided by the people who have experience of God, so to speak, and help us on this journey, so that this "we" becomes my "we", and I become one who truly belongs to this "we". Thus, discernment grows, and personal friendship with God grows, the capacity to distinguish God's voice among the thousands of voices of today, which is always present and always speaks with us."”. (17 February 2007 - Visit to the Community of the Roman Major seminary on occasion of the Feast of Our Lady of Trust) 
“It is also important of course not to isolate oneself, not to believe one is capable of going ahead alone. We truly need the company of priest friends and also lay friends who accompany and help us. It is very important for a priest, in the parish itself, to see how people trust in him and to experience in addition to their trust also their generosity in pardoning his weaknesses. True friends challenge us and help us to be faithful on our journey. It seems to me that this attitude of patience and humility can help us to be kind to others, to understand the weaknesses of others and also help them to forgive as we forgive. 

I think I am not being indiscrete if I say that today I received a beautiful letter from Cardinal Martini: I had congratulated him on his 80th birthday - we are the same age; in thanking me he wrote: "I thank the Lord above all for the gift of perseverance. Today", he writes, "good is done rather ad tempus, ad experimentum. Good, in accordance with its essence, can only be done definitively; but to do it definitively we need the grace of perseverance. I pray each day", he concluded, "that the Lord will grant me this grace". I return to St Augustine: at first he was content with the grace of conversion; then he discovered the need for another grace, the grace of perseverance, one which we must ask the Lord for each day; but since - I return to what Cardinal Martini said - "the Lord has given me the grace of perseverance until now, I hope he will also give it to me in the last stage of my journey on this earth". It seems to me that we must have trust in this gift of perseverance, but we must also pray to the Lord with tenacity, humility and patience to help and sustain us with the gift of true "definitiveness", and to accompany us day after day to the very end, even if our way must pass through dark valleys. The gift of perseverance gives us joy, it gives us the certainty that we are loved by the Lord, and this love sustains us, helps us and does not abandon us in our weakness. ”. (17 February 2007 - Visit to the Community of the Roman Major seminary on occasion of the Feast of Our Lady of Trust) 

Consecrated Life
“Dear brothers and sisters, the Feast day we are celebrating reminds us that your Gospel witness, to be truly effective, must stem from a response without reserve to the initiative of God who has consecrated you to him with a special act of love. Just as the elderly Simeon and Anna longed to see the Messiah before they died and spoke of him "to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem" (cf. Lk 2: 26,38) so also in our time, especially among young people, there is a widespread need to encounter God. Those who are chosen by God for the consecrated life make this spiritual longing their own in a definitive way. In it, in fact, they have one expectation: the Kingdom of God:  that God reign in our will, in our hearts, in the world. In them burns a unique thirst for love which can be quenched by the Eternal One alone. By their example they proclaim to a world which is often bewildered but, in fact, increasingly in search of meaning, that God is the Lord of life and that his "steadfast love is better than life" (Ps 63[62]: 4[3]). By choosing obedience, poverty and chastity for the Kingdom of Heaven, they demonstrate that any attachment or love for people and things is incapable of definitively satisfying the heart; that earthly existence is a longer or shorter period of waiting for the "face-to-face" encounter with the divine Bridegroom, an expectation to be lived with an ever vigilant heart, to be ready to recognize and welcome him when he comes. Consecrated life, therefore, is by its nature a total and definitive, unconditional and passionate response to God (cf. Vita Consecrata, n. 17). And so, when one renounces everything to follow Christ, when one gives to him all that one holds most dear, braving every sacrifice as did the divine Teacher, the consecrated person who follows in Christ's footsteps necessarily also becomes "a sign of contradiction", because his/her way of thinking and living is often in opposition to the logic of the world, as it is almost always presented in the media. Indeed, in choosing Christ we let ourselves be "conquered" by him without reserve. How many people thirsting for the truth are struck by this courage and attracted by those who do not hesitate to give their life, their own life, for their belief. Is not this the radical evangelical fidelity to which every consecrated person is called in our time too? Let us give thanks to the Lord so that many Religious men and women in all the corners of the earth may continue to offer a supreme and faithful witness of love to God and to the brethren, a witness that is often marked by the blood of martyrdom. Let us also thank God so that these examples may continue to inspire in the souls of many young people the desire to follow Christ always in an intimate and total way.”. (2 February 2007 – Address the religious men and women on the Day for Consecrated Life) 

Family
“The "Week of life and of the family" begins in our Diocese of Rome today. It is an important opportunity to pray and reflect on the family, which is the "cradle" of life and of every vocation. We are well aware that the family founded on marriage is the natural environment in which to bear and raise children and thereby guarantee the future of all of humanity. However, we also know that marriage is going through a deep crisis and today must face numerous challenges. It is consequently necessary to defend, help, safeguard and value it in its unrepeatable uniqueness. If this commitment is in the first place the duty of spouses, it is also a priority duty of the Church and of every public institution to support the family by means of pastoral and political initiatives that take into account the real needs of married couples, of the elderly and of the new generations. A peaceful family atmosphere, illumined by faith and the holy fear of God also nurtures the budding and blossoming of vocations to the service of the Gospel. I am referring in particular not only to those who are called to follow Christ on the path of the priesthood but also to all men and women religious, the consecrated people we remembered last Friday on the "World Day of Consecrated Life". Dear brothers and sisters, let us pray that through a constant effort to promote life and the family institution, our communities may be places of communion and hope in which, despite the many difficulties, the great "yes" to authentic love and to the reality of the human being and the family is renewed in accordance with God's original plan. Let us ask the Lord, through the intercession of Mary Most Holy, to grant that respect for the sacredness of life will grow so that people will be ever more aware of the real needs of families and that the number of those who help to build the civilization of love in the world will increase.”. (4 February 2007 – Angelus) 
The Sick

“Dear brothers and sisters, in a short while, this evening, a meaningful candlelight procession will reawaken the atmosphere that is created among pilgrims and those devoted to Lourdes. Our thought goes to the grotto of Massabielle, where human sorrows and hopes, fears and trust, meet. How many pilgrims, comforted by the gaze of their Mother, find at Lourdes the strength to accomplish more easily the will of God even when it costs renunciation and pain, aware that, as the Apostle Paul affirms, all works to the good of those who love the Lord (cf. Rom 8: 28). May the candle that you hold alight in your hands be for you, dear brothers and sisters, the sign of a sincere desire to walk with Jesus, refulgence of peace, who shines in the darkness and urges us in our turn to be light and support for those near to us. May no one, especially those who find themselves in the difficult situation of suffering, feel alone and abandoned. I entrust you all this evening to the Virgin Mary. She, after having known unspeakable suffering, was assumed into Heaven, where she awaits us and where we too hope to be able to share one day the glory of her Divine Son, the joy without end. With these sentiments I impart my Blessing to all of you present here and to those dear to you. ”. (11 February 2007 – Address to sick people and helpers in St Peter’s on 15th World Day of the Sick) 
Mission
“You come from different countries and the cultural, political and even religious situations in which you live, work and grow old are different. In all of these situations, may you be seekers of the Truth, of the human revelation of God in life. We know it is a long journey, distressing at the present time, but its outcome is certain. Proclaim the beauty of God and of his creation. Following Christ's example, be obedient to love, be men and women of gentleness and mercy, capable of taking to the highways of the world, doing only good. May yours be a life that is focused on the Beatitudes, that contradicts human logic to express unconditional trust in God, who wants human beings to be happy. The Church also needs you to give completeness to her mission. Be seeds of holiness scattered by the handful in the furrows of history. Rooted in the freely given and effective action with which the Lord's Spirit guides human events, may you bear fruits of genuine faith, writing with your life and your witness trajectories of hope, writing them with the actions suggested by "creativity' in charity" (John Paul II, Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, n. 50)”. (3 February 2007 – Audience to participants at World Conference of Secular Institutes  ) 

Church Movements
“For example, could one forget last year's extraordinary Pentecost Vigil that witnessed the joint participation of many Movements and Ecclesial Associations? The emotion I felt in participating in St Peter's Square in such an intense spiritual experience is still alive in me. I repeat to you what I said then to the faithful gathered from every part of the world, and that is, that the multiplicity and the unity of the charisms and ministries are inseparable in the life of the Church. The Holy Spirit wants the multiformity of the Movements at the service of the one Body, which is the Church. And this comes about through the ministry of those he has placed to sustain the Church of God: the Bishops in communion with the Successor of Peter. This unity and multiplicity which comprises the People of God in some way also makes itself manifest today, with many Bishops being gathered here with the Pope, near to two different Ecclesial Movements, characterized by a strong missionary dimension. In the rich Western world, where even though a relativistic culture is present, at the same time a widespread desire for spirituality is not missing, and your Movements witness the joy of the faith and the beauty of being Christian in great ecumenical openness. In the vast depressed areas of the earth, they communicate the message of solidarity and draw near to the poor and the weak with that human and divine love that I wished to repropose to the attention of all in the Encyclical Deus Caritas Est. The communion between Bishops and Movements, therefore, provides a valid impulse for a renewed commitment by the Church in announcing and witnessing to the Gospel of hope and charity in every corner of the world. ”. (8 February 2007 – Audience Audience to bishops, Friends of the "Focolare" movement and the Community of S. Egidio) 

Lent
“"They shall look on the One whom they have pierced" (Jn 19: 37). This is the biblical theme that this year guides our Lenten reflection. Lent is a favourable time to learn to stay with Mary and John, the beloved disciple, close to him who on the Cross, consummated for all mankind the sacrifice of his life (cf. Jn 19: 25). With a more fervent participation let us direct our gaze, therefore, in this time of penance and prayer, at Christ Crucified who, dying on Calvary, revealed fully for us the love of God. In the Encyclical Deus caritas est, I dwelt upon this theme of love, highlighting its two fundamental forms: agape and eros.”. (13 February 2007 – Message for Lent) 
"They shall look on the One whom they have pierced" Let us look with trust at the pierced side of Jesus from which flow "blood and water" (Jn 19: 34)! The Fathers of the Church considered these elements as symbols of the Sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist. Through the water of Baptism, thanks to the action of the Holy Spirit, we are given access to the intimacy of Trinitarian love. In the Lenten journey, memorial of our Baptism, we are exhorted to come out of ourselves in order to open ourselves in trustful abandonment to the merciful embrace of the Father (cf. St John Chrysostom, Catecheses, 3, 14ff.). Blood, symbol of the love of the Good Shepherd, flows into us especially in the Eucharistic mystery: "The Eucharist draws us into Jesus' act of self-oblation... we enter into the very dynamic of his self-giving" (Encyclical Deus caritas est, n. 13). Let us live Lent, then, as a "Eucharistic" time in which, welcoming the love of Jesus, we learn to spread it around us with every word and deed. Contemplating "him whom they have pierced" moves us in this way to open our hearts to others, recognizing the wounds inflicted upon the dignity of the human person; it moves us in particular to fight every form of contempt for life and human exploitation and to alleviate the tragedies of loneliness and abandonment of so many people. May Lent be for every Christian a renewed experience of God's love given to us in Christ, a love that each day we, in turn, must "re-give" to our neighbour, especially to the one who suffers most and is in need. Only in this way will we be able to participate fully in the joy of Easter. May Mary, Mother of Beautiful Love, guide us in this Lenten journey, a journey of authentic conversion to the love of Christ. I wish you, dear brothers and sisters, a fruitful Lenten journey, imparting with affection to all of you a special Apostolic Blessing.”. (13 February 2007 – Message for Lent) 
“Dear brothers and sisters, may the Lenten Season, which we are beginning today with the austere and significant Rite of the Imposition of Ashes, be a renewed experience of the merciful love of Christ, who poured out his Blood for us on the Cross. Let us docilely attend his school, to learn in turn to "give anew" his love to our neighbours, especially those who are suffering and in difficulty. This is the mission of every disciple of Christ, but to carry it out it is essential to continue listening to his Word and to be assiduously nourished by his Body and his Blood. May the Lenten journey, which in the ancient Church was a journey towards Christian initiation, towards Baptism and the Eucharist, be a "Eucharistic" Season for us in which we participate with greater fervour in the Eucharistic Sacrifice. May the Virgin Mary, who after sharing in the sorrowful Passion of her divine Son experienced the joy of his Resurrection, accompany us during this Lent towards the Mystery of Easter, the supreme Revelation of God's Love. A good Lent to you all! !” (21 February 2007 – general Audience) 
“Precisely due to the richness of the symbols and of the biblical and liturgical texts, Ash Wednesday is considered the "door" to Lent. In effect, today's liturgy and the gestures that mark it, together form, in anticipation and in a synthetic way, the very physiognomy of the entire period of Lent. In her tradition, the Church does not limit herself to offering us liturgical and spiritual themes for the Lenten journey, but also points out to us ascetical instruments and practices to benefit from them. .” (21 February 2007 – Homily at Mass in  Santa Sabina) 

“Drawing from the inexhaustible font of love that the Eucharist is, in which Christ renews the redemptive sacrifice of the Cross, each Christian can persevere on the journey that we solemnly begin today. The works of charity (almsgiving), prayer, fasting, together with every sincere effort of conversion, find their most lofty significance and value in the Eucharist, centre and culmination of the life of the Church and the history of salvation”. (21 February 2007 – Homily at Mass in  Santa Sabina) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Tithes
Maputo - Almost four years since the arrival of the first Orionini missionaries in Mozambique, director general of the Piccola Opera della Divina Provvidenza, Rev. Flavio Peloso, made a pastoral visit to that country. The first missionaries Fr José Geraldo da Silva and Fr Suvenir Miotelli, who arrived on 21 March 2003, were entrusted with the parish of Bagamoyo (20,000 people living in 2 sq km), a poor suburb of the capital Maputo, where a simple but large church now stands. The Orionini Fathers, Fr. José Geraldo da Silva (superior and parish priest), Fr. Renato Scano and Fr. Getulio Pereira da Silva, respectively aged 35, 51 and 77 are from Brazil. “The parish has only existed for three years but it is well organised and articulated in  ‘family nucleii’, with various activities and groups – Rev Peloso writes in a report to Fides -. I had a meeting with members of the pastoral council who said: “We are very grateful to you white men, you were living well elsewhere, but you came here to live with us”. They also asked me to thank the benefactors who support the mission. They proudly told me about the pastoral of the “dizimo” (tithe) with which this poor community collects money for community needs including the church building. They took me see the church benches: “we had them made with the money we collected” they said proudly. And they even manage to give a small amount to the priests.” 

The recent history of this nation has been marked by long periods of war and guerrilla warfare which started in 1962 with the struggle for independence from Portugal, and ended in 1992. Vicissitudes in these tragic 30 years included also the confiscation of the resources of many church institutions and many religious congregations had to leave the country. The people suffered then and continue to pay the consequences. Many died, infrastructures were destroyed, roads and villages disseminated with mines which still reap victims today. Most Mozambicans, about 20 million, live in extreme poverty. 

“I think that in our congregation no other community lives as poorly as the one I met in  Bagamoyo – says Fr Flavio Peloso -. There are two small parish buildings at the side of the church. They divided one with plywood to make three tiny rooms, a kitchen and a bathroom. Our priests dug a well and put a tap in front of their little house. One afternoon I sat opposite and watched the procession to that tap. Most of the people were women carrying not very large water cans. Then one or two children or adults came and took the plastic cup tied to the tap with string, putting it carefully under the tap before turning on the water and then carefully turning the water off before the cup was full. Not one drop was wasted. In the atmosphere of generosity and familiarity that has grown up around our three confreres from Brazil I was not in the least surprised to heart that the two Sunday Masses draw a congregation of about 1,200 people. On the Epiphany I saw for myself at least a thousand people inside the church and outside. Despite a temperature of 40 degrees centigrade they came an hour before Mass began. Four hours of Mass from  8 to 12 without a lull in the liturgy, well celebrated, sung and participated. On that day Fr Renato was celebrating the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood, a Brazilian in Mozambique, born of a Sardinian father and a black mother. His grandmother used to tell him about the days of slavery. Now he has come to Africa, to help these brothers and sisters, bringing them the freedom of the children of God.”  (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2007; righe 41; parole 623).” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/2/2007; righe 41; parole 623)

Don Andrea Santoro

Trabzon – “We have come to Trabzon to celebrate Holy Mass for Rev Andrea on the anniversary of his death here in this church of  Santa Maria where he was killed while praying … we have come to render present the whole Church of Rome starting with its Bishop, the Pope, who made a memorable visit to Turkey only two months ago. We have come in a spirit of affection and gratitude for this Roman priest who was a faithful witness to Jesus Christ to the shedding of his blood.” With these words Cardinal Vicar, Camillo Ruini, started his homily at Mass celebrated in the Catholic parish of Saint Mary Trabzon, in Turkey where Rev. Andrea Santoro, fidei donum missionary from the diocese of Rome was murdered on February 5 last year. Cardinal Ruini was accompanied by secretary general of the Vicariate Mons. Mauro Parmeggiani, the mother, sisters and a cousin of Rev Andrea, and the parish priest of  Sant’Ippolito parish in Rome. The mass was concelebrated by the apostolic nuncio to Turkey Archbishop Antonio Lucibello and the apostolic vicar of Anatolia, Archbishop Luigi Padovese,


In his homily Cardinal Ruini said: “We have come to help promote peace among peoples and religions, respect for the beliefs of each person and love for the brother or sister present in every human person created in the image and likeness of God. We have come to promote religious freedom everywhere in the world, and to ask God to illuminate all minds and hearts to understand that only in freedom and love of neighbour can God be truly adored.”


Cardinal Ruini said, Rev Andrea “came here to adore God in silence, listening to His Word, offering a humble welcome to all” and continued: “We have come with our hearts filled with grief for the death of Rev Andrea but filled with joy for the bright witness he gave to Jesus Christ and we are certain that his sacrifice will not be in vain”.


Commenting the readings of the Mass the Cardinal said “Rev Andrea, gifted by God with keen intelligence and a strong character, was well aware that God hides himself from those who rely on their own intelligence and wisdom and reveals himself instead to the humble ones”. St Paul the Apostle in the 1st letter to the Corinthians  (1Cor 15,20-28) speaks of the Risen Lord: “He is the firstborn, of whose eternal fullness participate all who die united with him in faith and love, in the first place those who follow him more closely offering their life, as Rev Andrea did here in this church in Trabzon” Cardinal Ruini recalled and concluded encouraging those present to be witnesses of the joy and hope which come from the Resurrection of Jesus, following the example of Rev Andrea: “The Lord asks us to continue giving witness and he will give us the necessary inward strength to do so here in Trabzon and in Rome”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/2/2007, righe 34, parole 533)

See homily Cardinal Ruini in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=384
The Sick
Beijing-  “It is good to be a Catholic! Even someone who is old and lonely, without a family can rely on the affection and loving care of the community”. This is the spirit at Tian Le Old Peoples’ Home (heavenly joy”) visited recently by the Caritas team of Yi Chang diocese in the province of He Bei. The team led by a priest had a gift for everyone on the occasion of Lunar New Year. Many of the elderly inmates asked to receive the anointing of the sick. The old people were very happy to receive the visit. One elderly Catholic lady said “I have no family but I am never alone. The Lord and his Mother are with me and the brothers and sisters of the Church are always so kind. All there remains for me to do is to give glory to God and tell people about his love for the rest of my life”. 

In the diocese of Qi Qi Ha Er, in Hei Long Jiang province, the Catholic community began early to collect offerings to enable the poor to celebrate Lunar New Year. On 4 February, priests and religious began to visit families in difficulty leaving gifts of rice, flour, cooking oil, clothes and blankets.

On February 1st the Charity Group of Hong Ya parish in Si Chuan province assisted 26 families with seriously disabled members, old people living alone, Catholics and non Catholics alike. The parish priest Fr Luo Xu Gang, visited homes to give the New Year blessing. Telling of the warm welcome received the priest, seminarians and laity said “for a Christian it is a duty to practice the faith we preach and profess”. 

Chinese Catholics everywhere organised New Year initiatives in a spirit of religion. One priest in Beijing said, “our celebrations can also be evangelisation with solidarity for all without distinction. Our Charity Group is today composed of Catholics, other Christians and even non Christians. Some are converted by this experience which we call alternative evangelisation”. 

Tomorrow Lunar New Year’s Eve solemn Masses will be celebrated to thank God for the past year and ask his protection in the new year. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 16/02/2007 Righe: 42 Parole: 506)

Mission
Beijing - In view of Lunar New Year, Catholics will make special acts of Christian charity on 18 February, to help the poor, the lonely and the excluded. From Beijing to Shan Dong, from north to south Catholic parishes, evangelisation groups, charity groups, prayer groups for the Holy Souls in Purgatory and many other Catholic associations will live Lunar New Year in a spirit of Christian charity. In Beijing Immaculate Heart parish distributed rice, flour, oil and sugar to Catholic and non Catholic poor families, helping also rural communities with light and water.... parish groups from St Joseph’s parish led by the parish priest visited 40 needy families. The priests performed the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and gave Holy Communion to the bedridden “sharing with them the love of the Lord”.

Women members of the evangelisation group in Hu Zhuang parish, Ji Nan diocese,  Shan Dong province are preparing a musical spectacle with religious music inspired by Bible stories… non Christians will be warmly invited. The parish set up a giant TV screen to allow everyone to watch the New Year Mass when the community thanks God for the great gift received. Traditionally in China New Year is a family feast. Parish members provide for the needs of emigrant workers purchasing rail tickets for home visits and organise celebrations for those with no family according to Christian charity. One parish priest said “the Church is one, Jesus is our Leader, we are all members of his Body called to share the Love of God in a great family and to be more courageous in facing life and proclaiming the love we have lived and experienced”. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 03/02/2007 Righe: 32 Parole: 320)

Beijing - ““Fill with Water and Draw Wine” was the theme of a three day Seminar for local Catechists organised by the parish at Beijing’s Catholic Cathedral Bei Tang from the 29th  to the 31st  January. The Beijing religious instructors were joined by eight catechists who teach at Xi Kai Cathedral diocese of Tian Jin in a programme of sharing and reciprocal enrichment. Conferences on day one were given by teachers from Beijing Diocesan Seminary on various topics including  “the new Catechism of the Catholic Church”, “the Message of the New Testament”, “Giving a correct historical vision to catechumens”…. During the morning of 30 January there was a friendly meeting of the catechists of these two parishes, the most important in the two great Chinese cities. The catechists discussed evangelisation and how to teach the faith in great cities to young people, immigrant workers and men and women of all ages and professions. The parish priest of Bei Tang, Rev. Xiao presented the Bei Tang catechetical organisation and proposed a twinning for evangelisation with Xi Kai parish which was warmly welcomed. On the last day of the Seminar besides discussion and comparison of catechism programmes and concrete initiatives, the participants visited  Bei Tang parish and its activities of catechism.    


Tian Jin diocese’s Xi Kai Cathedral dedicated to St Joseph and built in Romanic style in 1914 to seat 2,000 is locally known as the French church. The parish community of 30,000 is lively and fervent and uses modern technology in its activity for evangelisation, being one of the first to open its own web site, and recently adding an Evangelisation Blog. Tian Jing diocese has a large Catholic community. Tian Jing city is one of China’s great metropolitan centres like Beijing, Shang Hai and Chong Qing. According to the Guide to the Catholic Church in China 2004, the diocese has a community of 100,000 Catholics, assisted by 30 priests and 40 women religious of the Community of Charity and there are a few dozen seminarians. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 09/02/2007  Righe: 36  Parole: 397)

Ulaanbaatar (Agenzia Fides) – The Catholic community in Mongolia is growing beyond the capital Ulaanbaatar. The apostolic prefecture of Mongolia announced that during the Easter Vigil Mass on 7 April 23 children and young people will be baptised into the Catholic community in the industrial city of  Darkhan north of the capital.

The little community is in the care of Salesian Fr James Cheruwathur who arrived a few months ago with two confreres. These baptisms are an important fruit of pastoral activity. “When we first arrived we went out to meet the people and make contact especially with young people. The Lord did the rest ”the priest said.

The event is a sign of hope for the Catholic community in Mongolia, 370 faithful guided by Apostolic prefect Mgr Wenceslao Padilla who says “the Church is taking root in the country with new mission stations in Darkhan and Erdenet another province south east of the capital. The missionaries are increasing and they come from various parts of the world. They show the universal nature of the Church and we are very grateful to have them”.

Mgr Padilla said “Mongolia’s progressive opening to democratic values and the rest of the world is paving the way for the pastoral work and mission of the Church”. In Mongolia today there are 56 missionaries, men and women from 14 different countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/2/2007 righe 24  parole 247 )

Victoria  – To reach out to people of all ages living on the streets, young volunteers close to the Oblates Missionaries of Mary Immaculate in the Australian state of  Queensland are involved in street mission day and night.

The young volunteers go out in search of orphans, young people who have run away from home and adults who have fallen victim to circles of prostitution and other organised crime.

They carry warm food and drinks, and blankets and stop to talk with these people in need in order  to establish a relationship, dialogue in the name of God’s charity. “This announcement is “non-judgement, caring and welcoming others”, the volunteers explain, noting that gradually they win the trust of the people on the streets.

Street mission, as we read at www.omiworld.org, was launched in 1974 by OMI Father Tom Shortall, first in Victoria, then in Melbourne (early 1980s), later in Queensland in 1987. Today 500 volunteers operate from 8 centres to help the poor, the neglected, the lonely with material and spiritual assistance.

“We are not professional social workers  – the volunteers explain – or a job agency although we do  help these people find their place in society. We offer people who live on the streets a small sign of love and hope, everything else is the work of God”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/2/2007 righe 25  parole 257 )

)

Lima – ““With Jesus Beyond Frontiers” is the slogan of the 1st Meeting for Bolivarian Lay Missionaries from Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Panama, organised jointly in Lima Peru, 1 - 4 March by Continental Coordination of Lay Mission in America and the National Mission Centre of the Peruvian Bishops’ Conference. In the light of the preparatory document of the 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences CELAM in Brazil in May, the participants will reflect on the theme  "Accompanying, training and sending lay missionaries ad gentes". The Meeting aims to promote awareness of the reality of promotion and formation of lay missionaries ad gentes and prepare for the sending of Latin American missionaries ad gentes in view of a great mission in the region to render the continent  “a home and school of communion for mission".   

The Meeting, to be inaugurated by Bishop Alberto Campos Hernández, Vicar Apostolic of San José del Amazonas who is president of the Peruvian Bishops’ Commission for Missions, will have the following  programme: March 2 presentation of problems and situations of lay vocations ad gentes in the respective participating countries. March 3 two conferences: "The Significance of being a disciple and missionary of Jesus Christ  for a Lay Missionary  ad gentes, in the light of Scripture, and the magisterium of the Council, the Popes and Bishops, especially the Church in Latin America?” and "The profile of the Lay Missionary today?”;  March 4  “Towards universal mission” , drafting and reading of Meeting Statement. During the closing Mass participants will renew their missionary commitment.  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2007; righe 23, parole 307).  (RG) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2007; righe 23, parole 307)

Pontifical Mission Societies  
Sydney – To share experience, impressions and ideas, intensify contact: in this spirit Father Terry Bell, National Director of Catholic Mission Australia, Father Paul Shannahan (New Zealand), Father Nick de Groot (Papua New Guinea), Father Roger McCarrick (Pacific Islands) and Father Filomeno Jacob (East Timor) met at Mary McKillop Place in North Sydney to discuss among many things, World Youth Day 2008 and PMS Oceania’s involvement.

“Our role will be to foster the more face-to-face contact with youth in the Oceania region before World Youth Day,” said Father Nick de Groot. “Australian youth will visit neighbouring countries in the region, and then host their new friends when they come to Sydney for the World Youth Day celebrations in July next year.”

The five National Directors met for the first time last year in Fiji, and decided it would be highly beneficial to all of them to meet on a yearly basis, to share ideas and resources. They plan to work together to help raise the profile of PMS in each country, therefore raising much needed funds for people in need around the world. Most of the countries represented in Oceania receive funding from PMS but are becoming missionary, helping people in other countries that are less fortunate than themselves.Oceania, which covers a third of the earth’s surface, is a very troubled region of the world at present with unrest in East Timor, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Fiji. There are many pressures on the economy and unemployment is often high in the region. One of the hot topics being discussed this week is the possibility of the first Mission Congress to be hosted by Oceania. Last year the first Asian Mission Congress was held in Thailand, and the National Directors are reviewing the event, along with Bishop Peter Ingham, President of the Federation of Catholic Bishops of Oceania. PA) (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2007 righe 26  parole 267 )

Encarnación – “We children are also responsible for Christ’s mission, although still young we are called to be witnesses of Jesus in the family”: this was said by children taking part in the 5th national Holy Childhood Conference (CONIAM), in early February in  February Encarnación with the slogan “We are great little missionaries of Jesus Christ”. National Holy Childhood secretary Sonia Ibarra, said the 1,900 participants adults and children came from 12 Dioceses and 1 apostolic vicariate. Special guest from Rome, secretary general of the Pontifical Mission Society Holy Childhood Father  Patrick Byrne SVD, who gave a talk on the history and charisma of the Society.   

The children reflected on the importance of their presence and mission in the Church focussing on various themes and drawing conclusions. They shared moments of prayer and reflection also with the families with whom they were staying. Final resolutions adopted by the children included: to pray for the needs of children all over the world every day; to take an active part in Holy Childhood meetings and all Church activities;  to proclaim and live what they learned at the 5th CONIAM; sacrifice personal tastes; help other children to know Jesus; read the Bible and share it with others; be happy evangelisers; help needy children sharing faith in Jesus and also material goods;  make little sacrifices to offer in aid of other children; give more generously to solidarity campaigns; organise community fund raising activities such as festivals; be missionaries of Jesus in schools and homes. The children asked parents and teachers to help them learn more about Jesus so that "strengthened by His Spirit we may carry his light to the whole world."   

The Conference focused on the universality of the Church with films, traditional local dancing, plays on the situation of children in the world. "As missionaries – the children said – our hearts are universal with prayer and sacrifices we cross all frontiers". The national secretary said the Conference was most successful and stirred a wave of mission in the organising diocese.  The children stayed with 800 local families and on the third day of the Conference special prayers were held in the families. Moreover the delegations visited different chapels and helped to revive the missionary spirit of the local community  . (RG) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2007; righe 37, parole 504)

Lent
Wollongong – “Open the doors to Christ!” is the Lenten call launched in Catholic  parishes, associations, schools and pastoral centres in the diocese of Wollongong, situated south of Sydney. Bishop Peter Ingham has asked the people of God to live Lent a time of conversion and special grace.

Special material issued for Lent includes reflections on the Lenten Gospels. The Bishop has proclaimed 2007  “Year of Welcome” encouraging people to welcome Christ into their lives, recognise Him as a companion in every moment of the day and night. The Lenten reflection material, available also at www.dow.org.au includes a series of audio files which can be used in pastoral work with children and young people.

In view of World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney the diocese of Wollongong has intensified youth pastoral. The diocese is a suffragan of Sydney and with the dioceses of Parramatta and Broken Bay will be involved in hosting young participants from all over the world. It will also be the venue for various initiatives during the WYD week  10-14 July 2008. (PA) (Agenzia Fide 22/2/2007 righe 26 parole 269)

Buenos Aires - Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, Archbishop of Buenos Aires, has urged Catholics of the archdiocese to "live the season of Lent as a Church which prays and reflects and does penance so that the grace of Easter may pour abundantly upon all and upon the whole holy people of God". In his Message for Lent the Cardinal urged the people to meet the need for evangelisation in Buenos Aires city and among its people. Giving the example of Jonas who tries to escape from the voice of the Lord the Cardinal says "the situation is difficult … new needs call for new solutions.... our identity and opinion are threatened, we no longer exercise our moral leadership we no longer have an important place in society". In this sense he calls on the people not to be inert "in a world where God seems more absent than ever before " where "the values we strive to announce appear to be out of fashion and of no importance."  

Like Jonas “we hear an insistent call to take a leading role in new evangelisation, fruit of the encounter with God who makes everything new, impelling us to go beyond the things we know to the fringes and frontiers where humanity suffers most, and, under a guise of superficiality and  conformism, continues to seek meaning for life ". By helping others - the Cardinal says in his Message–"we will find new meaning for our activity, the place for our prayer and the value of our duties" and he proposes various questions for to prompt "personal and community examination of conscience".   

A few days earlier Cardinal Bergoglio urged Catholics to give generously to the Lenten Solidarity Appeal  2007 with the theme "If we are destined to share the goods of heaven, why not share the goods of the earth?”, recalling that Lent is a season for discernment, comparing lifestyle with the Gospel, a time of prayer and generous fasting in order to help others. The goals of the 2007 Lenten Campaign include a Centre for Street Children Flores, a Home for 14 children with social adaptation difficulties in Centro, and a Home for Homeless Old People Belgrano. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2007; righe 31, parole 464)  

See message in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/chieselocali/chieselocali.php?id=396  

Hong Kong – Catholics in Hong Kong diocese, where this year is dedicated the Family, have been encouraged to set aside a week in Lent to experience living on about 5 Euro a day  50 $HK, like so many poor families all over the world.  The suggestion comes from the  diocesan commission for pastoral care for workers. The purpose, according to the diocesan bulletin Kong Ko Bao, is to lead people through the experience the difficulties encountered by poor families to give more generously to help the poor. 

A Commission member Bi Yan Ping explains: “Lent is a time for reflecting on the Passion to increase our faith. This initiative will help us experience personally passion of Christ, present in our suffering brother and sisters. Besides material assistance, even more important for poor people is help to overcome moral and psychological suffering and injustices”. The sum of 50 $HK was decided on the basis of official local statistics which say this is the average daily wage of unskilled workers. In this year of the family in Hong Kong diocese, above all families are encouraged to “Live the life of the poor for a Week”. The chosen week will start on March 24. Families taking part will note all expenses trying not to spend more than 50 $HK a day and also reactions in the family. The money saved will go to help needy families in the neighbourhood. (NZ)(Agenzia Fides 28/02/2007  Righe: 25  Parole: 275)
Life
Vatican City – In the presence of about 400 participants from all over the worlds and important speakers from far away countries, the 13th general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life was held in the Vatican on 23 and 24 February


This was the first meeting of its kind on the theme “The Christian Conscience Supports the Right to Life”. 


“With this congress, said academy president Mgr  Elio Sgreccia, we want to underline the identity of the Christian conscience and what it means to be a Christian.” “The conscience is often called the sanctuary of the person, the most secret nucleus which decides man’s action ”, the Bishop underlined. “Since it is a sacred place the conscience can also be profaned, destroyed but like the temple it can be rebuilt”


“Conscience seen as a source of water must remain pure, upright, certain. It can be polluted but returning to the source it is purified ”, said Mgr. Sgreccia.

In his intervention the Academy president said the Christians must have recourse to conscience objection against abortion, euthanasia, same sex marriage. 

 “Anything that prevents the implantation of the embryo is a matter for conscience objection”, he explained. “Until now we were familiar with objection of conscience  in two fields, against military service and war and against abortion and sterilisation”. Today, he added there are many other cases. “For example the day after pill, or chemical abortion, and other methods including vaccines used in the third world”. 


The congress prolusion was given by Cardinal Lozano Barragán, president of the Pontifical Council  for Health Pastoral who examined the relationship between conscience and culture and exposed his reflections on writings of John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI on conscience. 

The second day was opened by Academy vice president Mgr Jean Laffitte who spoke about “the history of conscience objection and different views of the concept of tolerance”. Mgr Laffitte spoke of ‘paradoxical theory’ that “an ideologically tolerant society, in the present day sense of the term, cannot tolerate conscience objection because this escapes its control: in fact it cannot tolerate the idea that there is a truth to be found”. “To escape this totalitarian undertaking, the only response is the positive affirmation of human dignity as a truth valid for all”.

In his intervention on the relationship between conscience and institutions, which followed that of Mgr Laffitte, professor Gerard Memeteau gave an overview of legislation in Europe. 

Professor Luke Gormally director of Linacre Centre for Health Care Ethics in London, an expert in palliative treatment, spoke about personal and social responsibility in the context of the protection of human life. 

The closing intervention was given by Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples on “Commitment of Christian consciences to promote life in developing countries”. The Prefect highlighted three fundamental principles which should guide Christians in the promotion of life: the primacy of charity, the formation of conscience and the necessity to renew efforts to announce God’s absolute and universal Lordship over the world and mankind as a concrete way to promote human life. Cardinal Dias said “the promotion of human life in developing countries goes beyond problems of genetics and forms of reproduction”, and that “Christ is the only valid response, for all the efforts we can make we will never fully respond to the demand for the fullness of life”. (AP) (26/2/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:50;  Parole: 640)

Guayaquil - On the occasion of the 25 March, the Day of the Unborn Child established by the Ecuadorian government (see Fides 3/6/2006), the Catholic Bishops Conference, the archdiocese of Guayaquil and the National Council of Lay Catholics have organised the first national congress Pro-Life and Pro-Family  21 to 25 March in Guayaquil on the theme "The whole Truth on Life and the Family". In view of the threats to life and the family the organisers urge Catholics and all men and women of goodwill to denounce this culture of death and proclaim the whole truth on life and the family in the light of the Gospel, the teaching of the Church and scientific knowledge, becoming apostles of prayer and propagators of the culture of life.   


The Congress will reflect on three key themes: Human Life is Sacred; Family, Sanctuary of Life; The Law must protect Life and the Family. Each of these themes. Life, Family, Law – has been the subject of reflection on dioceses all over the country in preparation for the Congress in Guayaquil.  


Some 3,500 delegates are expected to attend. Speakers will include Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Archbishop of Lima, Peru; Cardinal Pedro Rubiano Sáenz Archbishop of Bogota Colombia and Cardinal Antonio González Zumárraga Archbishop of Quito Ecuador. The Congress will include a Pro Life Exhibition, a cultural festival and a pilgrimage–march on March 25. Theses events are open to the public. The Congress findings and resolutions will be made public and studied in dioceses all over the country to encourage the formation of a Pro-Life Network across the nation. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 26/2/2007; righe 22, parole 312)

New Delhi - New Delhi – Faced with 2.5 million infanticides in India, the government has said cradles will be installed outside hospitals and clinics where desperate parents may leave a baby certain that it will receive good care. Many poor families choose to let a baby die especially a  girl-baby rather than pay for education or a dowry when the daughter grows up. The situation has become more critical since 2003 when body scans pregnant mothers were introduced revealing the sex of the unborn child. In some villages in the region of Madhya Pradesh, a body scan costs 350 Euro and an abortion only  26 euro. Recent data collected in a 2003-2005 census reveal that there are more abortions in richer more developed urban areas in the north. The phenomenon together with malnutrition upset the population balance. In the state of Haryana, for example the female infant mortality rate increased from 60 to 70 per 1000 whereas the male infant morality rate dropped from 54 to 51 per 1000. The figures are most alarming in towns: in 2005 the rate of aborted baby girls was 67 per 1000, compared with 30 per 1000 for boys. To tackle the problem the Indian authorities suggested opening Baby Care Centres where parents can leave unwanted babies. (AP) (26/2/2007 Agenzia Fides; Righe:28; Parole: 340)

QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/BENIN –Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Dean emeritus of the College of Cardinals and first African bishop called by the Pope to an important post in the Roman Curia celebrates 50th anniversary of ordination as a Bishop with special Mass of Thanksgiving 

 Ouidah (Agenzia Fides) – Fifty years ago on 3 February 1957 Bernardin Gantin was ordained a bishop having been appointed Auxiliary Bishop of the archdiocese of Cotonou in Benin on 11 December 1956. To mark this important anniversary cardinals, archbishops and bishops, priests, religious and laity who met him during his long years of service to the local and universal Church will gather on Saturday 3 February for a special Mass in Ouidah, Benin, where the retired Cardinal has resided since 2002. Cardinal Gantin was the first African Bishop to assume major responsibilities in the Roman Curia, at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, the Pontifical Councils for Justice and Peace and Cor Unum, at the Congregation for Bishops, the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, in the College of Cardinals of which he was also Dean.

Special guests at the celebrations will include Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops; Cardinal Renato R. Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, the cardinals of Africa, about fifty archbishops and bishops, the members of the standing council of CERAO who arranged to hold a meeting in Cotonou in order to take part in the Jubilee Mass.   

In an interview with Fides on 23 February 2001, Cardinal Gantin spoke of his experience in Rome and on the subject of mission: “Jesus Christ gives sense to our mission and our vocation. Alone I would be nothing. I was called to Rome 30 years ago. When the Pope speaks it is Christ who speaks. The missionaries who have been in our country for more than 100 years, said ‘yes’ to God, and they came from many different countries and from different local Churches and they said ‘yes’ to the Pope and to Christ, accepting to bring the Gospel to us. When for the first time the Pope asked an African to be a missionary to Rome, could his request be refused? I accepted out of obedience and service to the Pope and to Christ. I said ‘yes’ following the example of the first missionaries who accepted to come to evangelise us. For me, to be a Cardinal is not something of which I can boast, or of which my country can boast. It is simply a sign of the universality of the Church, the Catholicity of the Church: and for me this is what counts.”


In November 2004, in a comment Pope John Paul II’s Missionary Intention concerning holiness, (see Fides 28/10/2004) Cardinal Gantin wrote: “Undoubtedly the main ambition of a Christian is not to be beatified or canonised, but to be faithful, to be a person of faith in Christ, who renders Christ present and bears witnesses to him in every aspect and area of this earthly life. This is an obligation for the Christian “charged with mission”, for one who has received the command to proclaim the Gospel. He or she cannot forget that life bears fruit only if it is attached to Christ, like a branch to the vine.”


Biographical notes - Cardinal Bernardin Gantin was  born on 8 May 1922 in Toffo, archdiocese of Cotonou, Benin. In 1936 he entered the minor seminary in Bénin. On 14 January 1951 he was ordained a priest in Lomé in Togo by Archbishop Louis Parisot and was chosen as a teacher of languages at the seminar. At the same time he dedicated himself intensely to pastoral work in a group of villages and from this experience acquired a great love for the pastoral apostolate. In 1953, leaving his heart in Africa, he was sent to Rome to study at the Pontifical Urban University and then at the Lateran. He received a licentiate in theology and in Canon Law. On 11 December 1956 he was elected titular Bishop of Tipasa of Mauritania and Auxiliary of Cotonou and was ordained on 3 February 1957. On 5 January 1960, John XXIII promoted him to Archbishop of Cotonou. He dedicated himself tirelessly to pastoral and missionary activity, he founded  schools; vigorously supported the activity of catechists and of indigenous sisters; and, particularly concerned with the problem of priestly vocations, he underwent many sacrifices in order to maintain seminarians and priests of the diocese in their studies. 

Pope Paul VI called him to Rome in April 1971 as the adjunct secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, of which he became the secretary two years later. From 1975 he was the Vice-President and then President of the Pontifical Commission of Justice and Peace and also Vice-President and then President of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum (1976-1984). He was created and proclaimed Cardinal by Paul VI in the consistory of 27 June 1977. President Delegate to the 5th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops (1980). 8 April 1984 until 25 June 1998, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. 5 June 1993, Dean of the College of Cardinals.  On 30 November 2002, John Paul II accepted Cardinal Gantin’s request to be dispensed from the Office of Dean of the College of Cardinals and of the title of the suburbicarian see of Ostia, allowing him to return to his homeland Benin..
. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2007 – righe 56, parole 807) 

VATICAN – The challenges to the faith experienced by peoples both Africans and Christians: Message from the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples to a Colloquium, on the theme “Evangelisation, theology and salvation in Africa”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the spirit of the post-synodal Exhortation Ecclesia in Africa which underlines the important role of Catholic universities and institutes in the mission to evangelise, the UCAO/UUA (Université Catholique de l’Afrique de l’Ouest/Unité Universitaire d’Abidjan) promoted an international Colloquium sponsored by the Regional Bishops’ Conference of West Africa, CERAO, to mark the 50th anniversary of a Conference in Paris in 1956  “Des prêtres noirs s’interrogent”, which marked the beginning of modern day African theology.


The Colloquium, on the theme “Evangelisation, theology and salvation in Africa”, is taking place 15 to 17 February in Abidjan (Cote d’Ivoire). The participants, representatives from the Church in Africa, the Church in America, the Church in Asia and the Church in Europe, will take stock of these fifty years and identify prospects with regard to consolidating the opening to inculturation and evangelisation in Africa and the rest of the world.


The Secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, Guinean born Archbishop Robert Sarah, on behalf of Cardinal Prefect Ivan Dias, presently making a pastoral visit to Nigeria, sent a message to the president UCAO/UUA, Fr. Raphaël Tossou, expressing the Congregation’s satisfaction for the initiative “which testifies to the dynamism of your University and its determination to increase the quality of the life of the Church in Africa and Madagascar”. The message underlines that the Colloquium rightly recalls the Special Synod of Bishops for Africa held in Rome in 1994 and its concerns, challenges and guidelines defined and clearly expressed in the Apostolic Exhortation  Ecclesia in Africa.


“The questions posed by African priests already half a century ago, reveal awareness of the challenge of faith experienced by Africans, conscious of being both Africans and Christians – Archbishop Sarah writes, the emerging Church in Africa and especially in the black world, is a challenge for all the baptised to announce and share the Good News, and a call to undertake a specific and inculturated discourse to explain the reasons for the faith and the sanctification of all Africans. Our vocations as baptised Christians makes us missionaries for the world in which we live. The call to be universal obliges us to shoulder our responsibility and, by means of our African culture and values,  make our contribution to the treasure of the Gospel in the patrimony of the Church and the world”.


At the end of his message the Archbishop CEP Secretary expresses encouragement for the renewed commitment which the Colloquium intends to unleash and suggests a few questions for the participants to answer “in prayer and witness”: “Church of Africa what have you done with your baptism? Church of Africa, what are you doing about your faith in Jesus Christ? Church of Africa, what will be your new missionary impulse in the difficult context of our continent, suffering from numerous wounds and abandoned on the roadside by the structures of our  modern world?” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/2/2007; righe 38, parole 462)             

VATICAN – The Church is to have five new Saints, exemplary educators, preachers, confessors, devoted to serving others and promoting ecumenism

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the course of an Ordinary Public Consistory held this morning in the Vatican, Pope Benedict XVI established that on Friday, May 11, during the course of his Apostolic journey to Brazil, he will canonize Blessed Antonio de Santa Ana. The Brazilian Friar Antonio di Sant’Anna (Antonio Galvão de França), of the Order of Friars Minor of Alcantarini, founder of the  Convent of the Conceptionists Recolhimento da Luz, was known and esteemed as a preacher and confessor. 

The Pope further established that in Rome on Sunday, June 3, he will canonize three priests, Blessed George Preca, Szymon of Lipnica, Charles of St. Andrew and a French nun, Blessed Marie Eugenie de Jesus. 

Maltese George Preca founder of the  M.U.S.E.U.M Societas Doctrinae Christianae for education; Polish born Simone da Lipnica of the Order of Friars Minor a great preacher and deeply devoted to the Holy name of Jesus, he died of plague while assisting the sick in Krakow; Dutch born Charles of St Andrew (Johan Andreas Houben), a member of the Congregation of the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, an apostle of ecumenism and tireless confessor; Maria Eugenia de Jesus (Anna Eugenia Milleret de Brou), foundress of the Institute of the Sisters of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, wished her sisters to be contemplatives in action, with Jesus in the Eucharist at the centre of their lives. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2007; righe 17, parole 218) 

EUROPE/SPAIN - Latin America Day “as lively as ever, Spanish Church’s concern for evangelisation in America: 800 of the 898 Spanish diocesan priests presently on mission serve in America  

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – For the Church in Spain the first Sunday in March (this year March 4) is Latin America Day promoted by the Spanish Bishops’ Commission for Missions and Cooperation among Churches to recall the relations of missionary cooperation with the local Churches in the countries of Latin America. The theme this year "Called to be Disciples and Missionaries in America", is drawn from the important Church event to be held in Brazil in May, the 5th General Conference of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences, CELAM.   

In the presentation of a pamphlet issued for Latin America Day 2007, Missions Commission president Bishop Ramón del Hoyo of Jaen, writes “the Spanish Church’s concern for evangelisation in Latin America is as lively as ever…our dioceses continue to respond in every season with missionary cooperation”, mainly but not only in Latin America “because for historical reasons of culture and language, we have always given special attention to our Sisters Churches in those countries”.

 The pamphlet contains a message for the Day sent by the president of the Pope’s Commission for Latin America Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re; a reflection on the Day’s theme by Bishop Amadeo Rodríguez Magro Plasencia; suggestions for a special celebration of Mass; catechesis for adults; testimonials and documentation on the life of priest members of OCSHA (Obra de Cooperación Sacerdotal Hispanoamericana). In his message Cardinal Re thanks Spanish Catholics for supporting evangelisation in Latin America for over 500 years encouraging them to continue with ever greater zeal to help missionary activity on the  “continent of hope”, “hope, he said, motivated by invincible faith”, with prayers, material aid and above all participation in missionary work.   

According to the Spanish Bishops’ Commission for Missions, Spain has no less than 898 diocesan priests on mission. Of these 368 are members of OCSHA (Obra de Cooperación Sacerdotal Hispanoamericana) and the remaining 530 are sent on mission by their respective Bishops. The following dioceses offer the greatest number of missionaries: Madrid 77, Burgos 58, Pamplona-Tudela 50 and Toledo 46. The 898 priests are distributed by continent as follows: Africa 76 Asia 22 and America 800 and about half of these are in five countries Peru 127, United States 88, Brazil 74, Ecuador 52 and Argentina 51.   

This year on 4th March OCSHA is celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Ordination of the first of its members who left Spain to collaborate with local Churches in Lain America. Some are still helping to spread the Gospel in those lands. Since the association was formed  it has sent more than 2,300 priests on mission to America. To mark the occasion national television will broadcast a special Mass from the Parish of Nuestra Senora delle Indie, in Madrid, presided by Bishop Ramón del Hoyo. (RG)  (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2007; righe 38, parole 514) 

See pamphlet

http://www.fides.org/spa/animazione/2007/dia_hispanoamerica.pdf  

OCSHA documentation

http://www.fides.org/spa/animazione/2007/carta_casa_enero.pdf  
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