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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Februarii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus II, Februarius A.D. MMVI

The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  intervened several times in the month of February with regard to incidents in various parts of the world following the publication in certain European newspapers of cartoons on the Prophet Mohammed  firmly condemning all kinds of violence and calling for respect for all religious beliefs . On the occasion of the murder of Italian missionary Rev Andrea Santoro, Fidei donum priest of Rome diocese, shot dead in Turkey, Pope Benedict XVI sent a telegramme of condolence to  Cardinal Camillo Ruini, his vicar general for the diocese of Rome expressing the wish that “blood shed may become a seed of hope to build authentic brotherhood among peoples”. In a second telegramme to the  Vicar Apostolic of Anatolia, Bishop Luigi Padovese, the Pope wrote: “Informed of the tragic death of  Fr Andrea Santoro a fidei donum priest of the diocese of Rome, who was carrying out his Gospel ministry with generosity and apostolic zeal in Turkey at the service of needy and marginalised people, I wish to express at this time of sorrow my special closeness to this Christian community, and once again firmly deplore every kind of violence, and while I assure you of my fervent prayers of suffrage for this most zealous priest, I impart to you, venerable Brothers to the priests and to all the faithful the comfort of the Apostolic Blessing ”. During the entire month Pope Benedict XVI did not fail to deplore repeatedly all forms of violence and at the same time stressed the need to promote sentiments of peace rather than hatred. “It is imperative – the Pope said on 21February when he received on ad limina visit the Bishops of Senegal, Mauritania, Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau  -  to build ever deeper relations between communities to favour harmonious development of society, recognising the dignity of every individual and allowing each to practice his or her religion”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2006 – General Audience

1 February 2006 – Message for Lent

3 February 2006 – Address to men and women religious on Day for Consecrated Life 

5 February 2006 – Angelus

5 February 2006 – Telegrammes of sympathy after the assassination of Rev Andrea Santoro

6 February 2006 – Audience to Bishops from  Democratic Congo in visita ad limina 
8February 2006 – General Audience

11 February 2006 – Address during meeting with the sick in St Peter’s Basilica 

12 February 2006 – Angelus

15 February 2006 – General Audience

16 February 2006 – Message to the Archbishop of San Cristobal de la Habana

18 February 2006 – Audience permanent deacons of the diocese of Rome
19 February 2006 – Angelus
20 February 2006 – Audience to Bishops of Senegal, Mauritania, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau 
21 February 2006 – Telegramme for victims of clashes in Maiduguri, Nigeria
22 February 2006 – General Audience

22 February 2006 – Announcement of first Consistory of the Pontificate
27  February 2006 – Audience AGM Pontifical Academy for Life and Conference on Human Embryo prior to implantation”
27 February 2006 – Message for the 21st World Youth Day 
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Chair of Peter

Defending Life

God is faithful

World Day for the Sick

Mission

Peace

Lent

Human development

· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Family - The official prayer in view of the 5th World Meeting of Families WMF in July 2006 in Valencia 
Mission - You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church” theme of national Holy Childhood Day in Venezuela celebrated on Sunday 29 January, re-launching of the Living Rosary

Nigeria - ““It is not true that Catholics are hated in Nigeria...There has been tension between Muslims and Christians, not only Catholics, but the present violence has little to do with religion and is more about political exploitation of divisions in Nigerian society for some personal gain” the nuncio explained
Human Development - Caritas Internationalis has called for international solidarity and appealed for 1.2 million dollars to feed women, children and old people Horn of Africa where aid is most needed
· QUAESTIONES

In memory of Italian missionary Fr Andrea Santoro: 

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples

The Prefect and the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples send telegramme of sympathy on the death of elderly Missionary shot dead in Angola

 “Wealthy nations must learn that helping poor countries facing flu outbreaks is not some form of charity.  Such cooperation might allow an outbreak to be contained as rapidly as possible at its source and thereby benefit all mankind regardless of race or religion, wealth or nationality.  Individuals who seek security in hoarding personal supplies of drugs should be aware that such self centred efforts are probably foolish at this time”. Professor Kevin M. Cahill, M.D., Chief Medical Advisor for Counter-terrorism in the case of a bacteriological attack on New York, wrote exclusive article for Fides regarding a potential avian flu human pandemic. 

Deus caritas est and the secular man: contribution by Nicola Bux on first encyclical of Benedict XVI 

Presented to the Holy Father Benedict XVI Pontifical Year Book 2006, the first in his Pontificate

Cardinal Sepe meets seminarians in Khartoum at the start of his pastoral to Sudan: “the Church has much confidence in you, and if you respond with generosity to the vocation of the Lord, you will be the principal authors of the growth of the Church, notwithstanding the great challenges you will have to face”

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe continues his Pastoral in Sudan: “The whole Church is with you and sustains you with faith and charity”

Cardinal Sepe tells seminarians in Juba, Sudan: “The clerical state is not one of privilege, but one of humble and disinterested self-giving to others in the example of Jesus at the Last Supper”

Cardinal Sepe in Wau: “Let us thank God together for founding his Church on the rock of Peter. As the opening prayer suggests let us pray intensely that amid the upheavals of the world, she may not be shaken but advance with courage and trust.”

Cardinal Sepe in Darfur among Christian refugees: “My presence in this refugee camp is to 

Interview with Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples who just returned from a Pastoral Visit to  Sudan 

WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 February 2006 – General Audience

VATICAN - “We are not at the mercy of dark forces, nor are we alone with our freedom; rather we are entrusted to the action of the powerful and loving Lord”: the  pope says a Pope Benedict’s weekly audience

Vatican City– In his teaching at the general audience in the Paul VI Hall this morning the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on Psalm 144 (Vespers Friday week 4) in which, he said, the Lord is exalted as a loving and tender sovereign, concerned for all His creatures”.

“The psalm is addressed to the Lord invoked and described as King… the spiritual heart of our song constitutes precisely an intense and passionate celebration of divine royalty” the Pope explained in his teaching. This royal symbolism “is the expression of God’s plan for salvation: he is not indifferent to human history, indeed he desires to enact for it a plan of harmony and peace. To achieve this plan all humanity is convoked to adhere to God’s saving will....a universal action which tears evil from the world and installs there the ‘glory’ of the Lord, in other words his personal effective and transcendent presence”.

At the centre of the composition the Psalmist speaks for the faithful exalting God who is present and active in history. “This prayer is a sort of  litany which proclaims God’s entrance into human vicissitudes in order to bring all created reality to fullness of salvation. We are not at the mercy of dark forces, nor are we alone with our freedom; rather we are entrusted to the action of the powerful and loving Lord, who has a plan for us a  <kingdom> to establish.”

The Kingdom of God is not like earthly kingdoms: “it is a place of devotion, tenderness, goodness, grace, justice as it is said repeatedly in the verses of praise”. Lastly the Pope said: “The summary of this divine portrait is in verse 8: the Lord is «slow to anger and rich in grace». We have here a preparation for St John’s profession of faith in God who is love”. Our attention then focuses on the next beautiful verse 9: «The Lord is good to all, he lavishes his love on all his creatures»”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2006, righe 26, parole 376)

1 February 2006 – Message for Lent

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI issues Message for Lent on the theme of development: “In the face of the terrible challenge of poverty afflicting so much of the world’s population, indifference and self-centred isolation stand in stark contrast to the “gaze” of Christ.”

Vatican City – “Jesus, at the sight of the crowds, was moved with pity” (Mt 9:36) is the theme of Pope Benedict XVI’s first message for Lent in which he focuses on the question of development. Here are excerpts of the message.

“Lent is a privileged time of interior pilgrimage towards Him Who is the fount of mercy.  It is a pilgrimage in which He Himself accompanies us through the desert of our poverty, sustaining us on our way towards the intense joy of Easter.  Even in the “valley of darkness” of which the Psalmist speaks (Ps 23:4), while the tempter prompts us to despair or to place a vain hope in the work of our own hands, God is there to guard us and sustain us.  Yes, even today the Lord hears the cry of the multitudes longing for joy, peace, and love.  As in every age, they feel abandoned.  Yet, even in the desolation of misery, loneliness, violence and hunger that indiscriminately afflict children, adults, and the elderly, God does not allow darkness to prevail”. …
“The Church knows that if we are to promote development in its fullness, our own “gaze” upon mankind has to be measured against that of Christ.  In fact, it is quite impossible to separate the response to people’s material and social needs from the fulfilment of the profound desires of their hearts.  This has to be emphasised all the more in today’s rapidly changing world, in which our responsibility towards the poor emerges with ever greater clarity and urgency. ”….
“In the face of the terrible challenge of poverty afflicting so much of the world’s population, indifference and self-centred isolation stand in stark contrast to the “gaze” of Christ.  Fasting and almsgiving, which, together with prayer, the Church proposes in a special way during the Lenten Season, are suitable means for us to become conformed to this “gaze”.  The examples of the saints and the long history of the Church’s missionary activity provide invaluable indications of the most effective ways to support development.  Even in this era of global interdependence, it is clear that no economic, social, or political project can replace that gift of self to another through which charity is expressed”.

“Thanks to men and women obedient to the Holy Spirit, many forms of charitable work intended to promote development have arisen in the Church: hospitals, universities, professional formation schools, and small businesses.  Such initiatives demonstrate the genuine humanitarian concern of those moved by the Gospel message, far in advance of other forms of social welfare.  These charitable activities point out the way to achieve a globalisation that is focused upon the true good of mankind and, hence, the path towards authentic peace.  Moved like Jesus with compassion for the crowds, the Church today considers it her duty to ask political leaders and those with economic and financial power to promote development based on respect for the dignity of every man and woman. An important litmus test for the success of their efforts is religious liberty, understood not simply as the freedom to proclaim and celebrate Christ, but also the opportunity to contribute to the building of a world enlivened by charity.”… 
“It is this integral salvation that Lent puts before us, pointing towards the victory of Christ over every evil that oppresses us.  In turning to the Divine Master, in being converted to Him, in experiencing His mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we will discover a “gaze” that searches us profoundly and gives new life to the crowds and to each one of us.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2006 righe 43, parole 609)

See the Pope’s message in English

http://www.fides.org/eng/magistero/2006/bxvi_mess_310106.html
3 February 2006 – Address to men and women religious on Day for Consecrated Life 

VATICAN - Day of Consecrated Life: Pope Benedict XVI encourages men and women religious “like lighted candles, irradiate always and everywhere the love of Christ, light of the world ”

Vatican City– In his homily during 5.30pm evening Mass in St Peter’s on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord at the Temple, February 2, also known as Candlemass, and celebrated by the Church as the 10th annual Day for Consecrated Life, Pope Benedict said “May the Lord renew every day in you and all consecrated persons joyous response to his freely given and faithful love. Like lighted candles, irradiate always and everywhere the love of Christ, light of the world. May Most Holy Mary, the consecrated Woman, help you live your special vocation and mission in the Church for the salvation of the world”. Concelebrating with the Pope were Archbishop Franc Rodé, Bishop Piergiorgio Silvano Nesti, Fr. Vincenzo Bertolone, respectively prefect, secretary and under secretary of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, as well as congregation officials and members of the council of the Italian Union of General Superiors. The Mass was preceded by the blessing of candles and a procession.
Reflecting in his homily on the feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple the Pope said “we are in the presence of a mystery, simple and at the same time solemn, as the Church celebrates Christ, the anointed one of the Father, firstborn of the new humanity”. With regard to the Scripture readings the Pope highlighted “the intense desire with which the Jewish people waited for centuries” and the presentation of Christ, “the mediator who united God and man overcoming distances, eliminating all division, breaking down every wall of separation”. The Gospel tells of Mary who offers her Son: “an unconditioned offering involving her personally...her person, her immaculate soul will be pierced with the sword of sorrow, demonstrating that her role in the history of salvation is not confined to the mystery of the Incarnation, it includes loving and painful participation in the death and resurrection of her Son. When she takes her Son to Jerusalem the Blessed Virgin Mary offers Him to God as the true Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world; she gives Him to Simeon and Anna as an announcement of redemption; she presents him to all people as light for a safe journey on the path of truth and love”.

With regard to the Day of Consecrated Life, the Holy Father said it was “an opportunity to praise the Lord and thank him for the inestimable gift represented by consecrated life in its many forms; at the same time it is stimulus to promote among the whole people of God knowledge and esteem for persons totally consecrated to God”. He encouraged men and women religious to be for the People of God “night watchmen who see and announce new life already present in history”. The total dedication to God and man  of consecrated persons “becomes an eloquent sign of the presence of the Kingdom of God for the world today. Their way of life and their activity shows clearly that they belong to the one Lord; by putting themselves totally in the hands of Christ and the Church they announce loud and clear the presence of God in a language which is comprehensible to the men and women of our day. This is the first service which consecrated life offers the Church and the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/2/2006 – righe 38, parole 567)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=443
5 February2006 – Telegrammes for the death of Fr Andrea Santoro

VATICAN – The Pope expresses condolences and prayers after the assassination of Italian Fidei donum priest  Andrea Santoro: “may the blood he shed may be come a seed of hope for building true brotherhood between peoples
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Pope Benedict XVI sent two  telegrammes of sympathy following the assassination on 5 February of Fr Andrea Santoro, fidei donum of the diocese of Rome.  In the telegramme to Cardinal  Camillo Ruini, his Vicar general for the diocese of Rome the Pope writes: “Deeply distressed by the tragic death of Fr Andrea Santoro killed in Trabzon in Turkey, while he was praying, I would like to assure you of my heartfelt participation in the grief of the entire Church of Rome at the serious loss of such a highly esteemed and zealous fidei donum priest. As I express the hope that the blood he shed may be come a seed of hope for building true brotherhood between peoples and raise fervent prayers for the for the repose of the soul of this courageous witness of Gospel charity, I warmly impart the comfort of the Apostolic Blessing to his relatives and especially to his elderly mother so sorely tried, and to all who mourn his violent death”.

In the second telegramme to Bishop Luigi Padovese, the Pope writes: “Informed of the tragic death of  Fr Andrea Santoro a fidei donum priest of the diocese of Rome, who was carrying out his Gospel ministry with generosity and apostolic zeal in Turkey at the service of needy and marginalised people, I wish to express at this time of sorrow my special closeness to this Christian community, and once again firmly deplore every kind of violence, and while I assure you of my fervent prayers of suffrage for this most zealous priest, I impart to you, venerable Brothers to the priests and to all the faithful the comfort of the Apostolic Blessing.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2006 righe 20, parole 272)

8 February2006 – General Audience

VATICAN - “God expresses his sovereignty by caring for the most fragile and helpless of his creatures”: the Pope says in his weekly teaching at the general audience during which he mentioned Fr Andrea Santoro the Italian missionary murdered in Turkey last Sunday 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During his general audience this morning in the Paul VI Hall Pope Benedict XVI explained the meaning of the second part of Psalm 144 (verses14-21 – “Your Kingdom is eternal” – vespers Friday week 4).

“The Psalmist focuses his attention on God’s love for those who are poor and weak – the Holy Father said -. Divine royalty is not cold or haughty as it can happen in the exercise of human power. God expresses his royalty by caring for the most fragile and helpless of his creatures.” In fact “God is above all else a father who «sustains those who falter» and lifts up those who have fallen in the dust of humiliation... Like a loving parent he offers the food necessary for life”. The psalmist then professes his faith in the two divine qualities par excellence: justice and holiness, and described in various ways the beneficiaries, tracing in this way a profile of the true believer. “The believer «invokes» the Lord in trustful prayer, «searches» for Him in life «with a sincere heart», «fears» God, respecting his will and obeying his word, but above all else the believer «loves», certain of being wrapped in the mantle of God’s protection and intimacy   ”.

The Psalmist concludes with the same expressions used at the beginning of the hymn: “a call to praise and bless the Lord and his ‘name’, that is, his living and holy person in the world and in history”. All creatures are invited to join in prayer and praise in a  “community celebration of the universal love of God who is the source of peace, joy and salvation”.

After teaching and greeting in various languages the Pope made special mention of the Italian missionary priest killed in Turkey on 5 February: “I cannot fail to mention Fr Andrea Santoro, Fidei donum priest of the diocese of Rome, killed while he knelt in prayer last Sunday in Turkey. Only yesterday I received  a letter he wrote on 31 January together with the minute Catholic community of Saint Mary’s Trabzon. The letter is a touching testimonial of love and loyalty to Christ and to his Church. May the Lord receive the soul of this silent and courageous servant of the Gospel and may the sacrifice of his life promote the cause of dialogue among religions and peace among peoples.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/2/2006, righe 28, parole 435)

See the Pope’s teaching in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=452
11 February 2006 – Address during meeting with the sick in St Peter’s Basilica

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI meets the sick in St Peter’s on World Day for the Sick: “May it please the Lord to see that people in need never feel alone or abandoned, on the contrary, may they be assisted and helped to live sickness with human dignity”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Pope Benedict XVI meets with sick people in St Peter’s Basilica on the occasion of the World Day for the Sick. At the end of a special Mass celebrated by Cardinal Camillo Ruini the Pope went downstairs to St Peter’s to meet and bless thousands of sick people and their helpers. The Pope said “we wished this year to consider especially people with mental infirmities. "Mental Health and Human Dignity " was the theme of a Conference held in Adelaide, on scientific, ethic and pastoral aspects– the Pope said recalling that Adelaide, Australia, was chosen to host this year’s main event for the World Day for the Sick  -. We all know that Jesus looked at man as a whole, to cure him in the body, mind and spirit. The human person in fact is a whole with different dimensions which can be distinguished but never separated. This is why the Church too sees persons as a whole and this understanding is characteristic of Catholic health institutions and the manner in which Catholic health workers operate”.

Making a special mention of families who have a member suffering from some mental condition, the Pope said: “We are close to all these situations, with prayer and with countless initiatives on the part of the Catholic community all over the world, particularly where legislation is lacking, where public structures are insufficient and where people suffer psychic trauma because of natural calamities or unfortunately because of wars and armed conflict. These are forms of poverty which prompt the charity of Christ the Good Samaritan and of the Church inseparably united to Him in the service of suffering humanity”.

To the doctors, nurses and helpers in this field Pope Benedict XVI symbolically offered his first encyclical  “God is Love” and he said he hoped God’s love would be ever stronger in their hearts, animate their daily activity, plans, initiatives and above all their relations with the sick. “Acting on behalf of charity and with charity you dear friends make your valuable contribution to evangelisation because the proclamation of the Gospel needs to be confirmed by consistent signs. And these signs speak the language of universal love, a language everyone understands.”

Lastly, before the lights were turned down and candles lit for the singing of traditional hymn to Our Lady of Lourdes, Pope Benedict XVI entrusted all the sick and those who care for them to the loving care of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Lourdes: “May Mary keep us strong in hope so that, faithful to the teaching of Christ, we may be ever more committed to relieving the suffering of our brothers and sisters who are infirm. May it please the Lord to see that people in need never feel alone or abandoned, on the contrary, may they be assisted and helped to live sickness with human dignity”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2006 – righe 34, parole 475)

See the Pope’s homily in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=455
12 February2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Christ is the true ‘doctor’ for humanity”: he was sent by the heavenly Father into the world to heal mankind suffering in body and spirit from sin and its consequences Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus prayer, mentions World Day of the Sick and Vatican Radio’s 75th anniversary 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Before reciting the midday Angelus prayer from his study-window on Sunday 12th February with thousands gathered in St Peter’s Square the Pope mentioned the World Day of the Sick which the Church celebrates every February 11th, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. The principal event this year was in Adelaide, Australia. “Sickness is typical of the human condition– the Pope said -, to the point that it can be a realistic metaphor, as St Augustine expresses in his prayer: "Lord have mercy on me! See: I do not hide my wounds from you. You are the doctor, I am the patient; you are filled with mercy, I am in need of mercy" (Conf., X,39). Christ is the true ‘doctor’ for humanity”: he was  sent by the heavenly Father into the world to heal mankind suffering in body and spirit from sin and its consequences.” 

The Pope recalled the Sunday Gospel which tells of Jesus who begins his public life of preaching and healing the sick: “The many wondrous signs he works to heal the infirm confirm the ‘good news’ of the Kingdom of God” the Pope said. Jesus’ desire to heal the leper “is a perfect manifestation of God’s desire to heal his fallen creature and restore him to life  ‘in abundance’, the fullness of eternal life and happiness. Christ is ‘the hand’ of God who leads humanity away from the shifting sands of illness and death, helping it to stand up again on the firm rock of God’s love”. Lastly the Holy Father entrusted all those who are sick to Our Lady Salus infirmorum “Health of the Infirm” “in a special way all who in different parts of the world suffer not only from ill health, but also solitude, poverty, marginalisation” and he also made a special mention of those who “assist the sick and strive to help them recover”. 

After the Marian prayer the Pope mentioned the Winter Olympic Games just opened in Turin, northern Italy and said he hoped this positive sports competition would “take place in the Olympic spirit and values of honesty, joy and brotherhood, helping thus to further peace among peoples”. The Pope them mentioned the anniversary of the Holy See’s own radio station Vatican Radio: “Today 12 February is the 75th anniversary of the launching of Vatican Radio and the first radio message broadcast by Pope Pius XI, who asked Italian scientist Guglielmo Marconi to set up a radio station for the Holy See. Through radio and later television the message of the Gospel and the words of the Popes reached more rapidly and more easily all peoples.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/2/2006 – righe 30, parole 441)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=453
15 February2006 – General Audience

VATICAN - “May each one of us glorify the Lord with the soul of Mary and rejoice in God with the spirit of Mary”.…”. the Pope concludes long series of catechesis on the psalms with a reflection on the Magnificat 

Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning because of the large crowds who had come from all over the world to see Pope Benedict XVI the general audience was held in two parts, first in St Peter’s Basilica and then in the Paul VI Audience Hall. In St Peter’s the Pope met thousands of Italian school children from various parts of the country and a large pilgrimage from France organised by the religious Family Frères de Saint-Jean. In his short address the Pope reflected on his encyclical Deus caritas est recalling that God’s love is the “source and reason of our joy”, and he invited those present “to understand and welcome this Love which changes life and makes people credible witnesses of the Gospel”. The Pope said: “Above all we must help the weakest and most needy people experience the loving tenderness of God’s Heart  and never forget that by spreading divine charity each one of us helps to build a world of more justice and solidarity”.

In the Paul VI Hall the Pope’s teaching was on the Magnificat Canticle “which ideally seals every celebration of Vespers” the Pope said, adding that this catechesis was the last in a series on the psalms started by his “beloved predecessor” Pope John Paul II in April 2001. The chant “reveals between the lines the spirituality of the Biblical poor, the faithful who recognise their «poverty» not only in detachment from all idolatry of wealth and power but also in profound humility of heart– the Pope said -. The whole of the Magnificat is in fact marked by this «humility», in Greek tapeinosis, which means a situation of concrete humility and poverty”. 

The first movement of the Marian canticle shows that “the soul of prayer is the celebration of divine grace which irrupted in the heart and life of Mary, making her Mother of the Lord. The intimate structure of her prayer is then praise, thanksgiving, joyful gratitude. However this personal testimony is not solitary or self centred because the Blessed Virgin Mary is aware that she has a  mission towards humanity and that her life story is part of the history of salvation”.

The second poetical and spiritual movement of the Magnificat has a more choral tone  “almost as if Mary’s voice were associated with that of the whole community of the faithful who celebrate the amazing works of God” the Holy Father explained. In the re-evocation of  divine works, the Lord of History sides with the least of the people. “His plan is often hidden under the opaque earth of human vicissitudes in which the winners are «the proud and the powerful, the rich». Nevertheless his secret plan will reveal itself in the end to show who are the chosen ones of God: «Those who fear him», faithful to his word; «the humble, the hungry, Israel his servant», namely the community of the people of God which consists of those who, like Maria, are «poor», pure and simple of heart”. The Pope concluded his catechesis quoting Saint Ambrose’s comment on the Magnificat  : “may each one of us glorify the Lord with the soul of Mary and rejoice in God with the spirit of Mary”.…”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/2/2006, righe 36, parole 547)

See the Pope’s teaching in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=456
16 February 2006 – Message to Archbishop of San Cristòbal de la Habana

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI sends Message to Archbishop of San Cristobal de La Habana for 20th anniversary of the Cuban National Ecclesial Encounter: Only through the gaze of God, a loving gaze, will it be possible to arrive at the truth of each individual, of each group and of those who live together in one land”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Pope Benedict XVI sent a Message to Cardinal Jaime Ortega y Alamino, archbishop of San Cristobal de La Habana and president of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of Cuba, for the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Cuban National Ecclesial Encounter. In his Message, dated February 2, Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, the Holy Father sends affectionate greetings to the bishops, priests, consecrated people and laity of Cuba, expressing his "spiritual closeness" and "encouragement for their evangelizing tasks." 

The Holy Father invites Cubans to consider human reality rich in saving events, “because time and history  are filled with God’s presence which encourages and fortifies”, and he exhorts them to “discover in experience the signs and traces of the living God who walks with you … who walks with all the people who live on this earth, believers and non, near and far, those who sow and those who scatter, because all are invited to the feast of life given us by the Father”. On this anniversary, writes Benedict XVI, it would be particularly appropriate to recall the words used by John Paul II on his visit to Cuba in 1998: "May Cuba open to the world, and may the world open to Cuba." Such openness, the Pope says, "requires us first of all to consider how to open heart and understanding to the things of God; how those who coexist can open to one another, believing and trusting in each another though with different ways of thinking and believing; and finally, how to open to the world, with its challenges, its possibilities and its difficulties."

 
Lastly the Pope writes: "Only through the gaze of God, a loving gaze, will it be possible to arrive at the truth of each individual, of each group and of those who live together in one land. On this journey, ... much help may be gained from each Christian's experience of prayer, in the silence and humility of daily work, in faithfulness to professed faith, in the implicit or explicit announcement of the Gospel. Much help is also to be had from the love of majority of Cubans for the 'Madre de la Cardida del Cobre," patroness of this land for so long, who accompanies its inhabitants with motherly tenderness." To Mary Benedict XVI entrusts meetings for the 20th anniversary of  ENEC. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/2/2006 righe 24, parole 362)
See message in Spanish

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=457
18 February2006 – Audience to permanent deacons of the diocese of Rome
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI grants special audience to permanent deacons of Rome diocese: “Be servants of the Truth and heralds of the joy which God wishes to give to every man and woman”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the reinstating of permanent deaconate in the diocese of Rome, Pope Benedict XVI granted a special audience to the diocese’s permanent deacons on Saturday 19 February in the Vatican. The deacons were accompanied by the Pope’s vicar for Rome diocese Cardinal Camillo Ruini. The Pope said “Dear deacons I thank you for your generous service in so many parish communities in Rome, particularly in baptismal and family pastoral care… Many of you work in offices, hospitals, schools and in all these environments you are called to be servants of the Truth. Announcing the Gospel you offer the Word which illuminates and gives significance to the work of man and the sufferings of the sick, and you help new generations discover the beauty of the Christian faith. In this way you are deacons of the Truth which makes you free, and you lead the people of this city to encounter Jesus Christ. To welcome the Redeemer into his life is for man a source of profound joy, a joy which gives peace even in times of trial. Therefore be servants of the Truth in order to be heralds of the joy God wishes to give every man and women”.

At the beginning of his address the Pope said that in their ministry deacons should be inspired by the example of Jesus: “He, Christ, is the example to whom we must look. In the Gospel he told his disciples that he had come "to serve, not to be served" (cfr Mt 20,28)... unity with Christ, nourished with prayer, sacramental life and especially adoration of the Eucharist, is of the utmost importance for your ministry if it is to truly bear witness to God’s love”.

The Pope also stressed the need to accompany the announcement of the Gospel with concrete charity which “which has belonged to the ministry of deacons since the beginning: the seven disciples mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles were chosen to distribute food to the poor. You belong to the Church in Rome and you are heirs of a long tradition which has in the figure of the deacon St Lawrence, a singularly fine and shining figure”. Today there are various types of poor people, many come from countries which are distant from Italy and they come knocking on parish doors asking for help, “Welcome these brothers and sisters warmly, ready to help them – the Pope said -… Your service helps the poor realise they are part of the great family of the children of God, the Church. Dear deacons of Rome as you live and witness to the infinite charity of God, may your ministry always serve to build the Church as a communion”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2006 – righe 29;  parole 424)

See the Pope’s speech in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=458
19 February 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - “Only God’s love can renew the human heart, and only if it is healed in its heart can paralysed humanity stand up and walk. The love of God is the true force which renews the world”: words of Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI at Angelus 

Vatican City– In his Sunday Angelus on 19 February reflection Pope Benedict XVI focused on Jesus’ work of healing lepers and paralytics. He pointed out that Jesus “shows that he wishes to heal the spirit first of all”...“the paralytic is the image of every human being prevented because of sin from moving freely, walking along the path of goodness, giving the best of self. In fact when it takes root in the soul evil binds the person with ties of falsehood, anger, envy and other sins paralysing him little by little”. This is why before healing his material sickness Jesus says to the paralytic : “Your sins are forgiven”. “The message is clear: man, paralysed by sin, needs the mercy of God which Christ came on earth to bring so that healed in his heart his whole life may  flourish anew”.

The Pope continued: “Today too humanity bears the signs of sin which prevent it from advancing quickly in the values of brotherhood, justice and peace to which it is committed in solemn declarations”. Humanity’s progress on the path of integral development is hampered by many things nevertheless “the Word of God calls us to have faith and trust, like the people who carried the paralytic to Jesus the only one who can truly heal”. In this regard Benedict XVI  mentioned his first Encyclical Deus caritas est in which he says to believers and to all the world  “God is the source of all authentic love”. “Only God’s love can renew the human heart – the Pope said -, and only if it is healed in its heart can paralysed humanity stand up and walk. The love of God is the true force which renews the world”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2006 – righe 21, parole 315)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=459
20 February2006 – Audience to Bishops of Senegal, Mauritania, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau on ad limina 
VATICAN - The Pope addresses Bishops of Senegal, Mauritania, Cape Verde and Guinea-Bissau on ad limina visit: “Walking with his people the Bishop must encourage, guide and co-ordinate evangelising work so the faith may grow and spread”

Vatican City – On Monday 20 February Pope Benedict XVI met with a group of African Catholic Bishops on ad limina visit and he said “Through you, the Bishops of the Church which is in Senegal, in Mauritania, in Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde, I am united in heart and prayer with the people who are your pastoral responsibility. May God bless those in your countries who build peace and brotherhood and relations of reciprocal trust and support among human and religious communities”. 

He said the Churches of these countries “present a great variety of human and ecclesial situations which at times renders co-ordination of your Bishops’ duties difficult”, therefore, the Pope said, “bonds of effective communion are essential”… “Walking with his people the Bishop must encourage, guide and co-ordinate evangelising work so the faith may grow and spread. In this perspective the Gospel must be firmly rooted among your peoples”. The tendency of a few of the faithful to return to traditional religions “should prompt you to find appropriate ways to revive and strengthen the faith in the light of the Gospel and to consolidate the theological bases of the local Churches, while assuming the best of African identity”. The Pope reminded the Bishops that “Catholics must have sound formation in the faith to be faithful to baptismal promises and also in the face of the new phenomena of the present day”.
In the difficult work of evangelisation priests are generous co-workers for the Bishop and hence the need to make sure their initial and ongoing formation makes them “men who are balanced from the human and spiritual point of view, capable of meeting the challenges they encounter in personal and pastoral life”. The Holy Father also mentioned the generous and ongoing contribution of institutes of consecrated life in helping to build harmony in the Church and increase its missionary dynamism and he said he hoped  members of these institutes “would maintain relations of trust and collaboration with the Bishops and live profound communion not only within their respective community but also with the diocesan and universal Church”. 

One of the fields in which the Church is most active is the promotion social development. “However Christianity cannot be reduced to a purely human wisdom – the Pope said – or mistaken for a social service, since it is a spiritual service. Furthermore for the disciple of Christ, the exercise of charity cannot be used as a means of engaging in what is nowadays considered  proselytism, because love is free. You serve humanity often in collaboration with men and women who do not share your Christian faith, with Muslims especially. Efforts to promote an encounter of believers of different religious traditions in the truth help to promote the concrete good of the individual and of society. It is imperative to deepen brotherly relations between communities in order to promote harmonious development in society recognising the dignity of every person and allowing everyone to freely practice his or her religion”.

In particular in Guinea-Bissau the Catholic Church “is in front line to promote dialogue and cooperation among all the components of the nation”, and the Pope said “ dear Bishops continue to be reliable points of reference and guidance for all your fellow countrymen and women”. Lastly among the pastoral priorities of the respective dioceses Pope Benedict XVI dwelt on the theme of the family: “Without the family there would be no basic unity of life and construction for that, «Family of God» as the Church on your continent recognised herself and proposed to be in the Synod for Africa in 1994. She cannot consider herself truly inserted or incarnated until the Christian ideal of family life has taken deep root in the peoples of Africa”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/2/2006, righe 46, parole 654)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=460
21 February 2006 – Telegramme of sympathy after violent clashes in Maiduguri, Nigeria

VATICAN - The Holy Father Benedict XVI sends telegramme of sympathy to church and civil authorities in Nigeria after violent clashes
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On behalf of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI Cardinal Secretary of State Angelo Sodano sent a telegramme to the ecclesiastical and civil authorities of Nigeria, following recent violent clashes in the north of the country which led to a number of deaths. The Cardinal says the Pope “assures all those affected of his closeness in prayer and commends the late Reverend Father Michael Gajere and all the deceased to the loving mercy of the Almighty. Upon their grieving families the Holy Father invokes divine blessings of strength and consolation. He likewise prays for all involved in providing security, encouraging them in their efforts to ensure peace and to promote the rule of law for which all people of good will long”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/2/2006 righe 10, parole 145)
See the telegramme in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=462
22 February 2006 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope’s teaching on the Feast of the Chair of Peter: “To celebrate the "Cathedra" of Peter means to give it special spiritual significance and recognise it as a special sign of the love of God, the eternal good Shepherd who desires to gather his whole Church together and guide her on the way to salvation”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The feast of the Chair of Peter which the Church celebrates today 22 February was the subject of Pope Benedict XVI’s teaching during his weekly General Wednesday Audience. Again this week due to the large number of visitors the Pope greeted a first group in St Peter’s and then the rest in the Paul VI Hall. The theme of his teaching was “The Chair of Peter, Christ’s gift to his Church”. 

“Today the Latin liturgy celebrates the feast of the Chair of Peter  – the Pope said -. The purpose of this ancient feast, celebrated in Rome since the 4th century, is to thank God for the mission entrusted to Saint Peter the apostle and to his successors.” The Pope explained that the "cathedra" “literally the seat of the bishop in the mother Church of a diocese called for this reason the ‘cathedral’, is the symbol of the bishop’s authority and especially of his teaching”. Referring to the See of Saint Peter “chosen by Christ to be the ‘rock’ on which to build his Church (cfr Mt 16,18)”, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that Peter began his ministry in Jerusalem and that the Church’s first ‘chair’ was in the Upper Room. Later Antioch became the See of Peter who was the first Bishop of Antioch. “From there Providence led Peter to Rome where he crowned his service of the Church with martyrdom. Hence the See of Rome after receiving this great honour also inherited the duty to be at the service of all the Particular Churches for the building up of the whole People of God in unity”.

As the early Fathers of the Church say “the See of Rome was recognised as that of the successor of Peter and the  "cathedra" of its bishop represents that of the Apostle charged by Christ to feed his flock”. “To celebrate the "Cathedra" of Peter means therefore to give it profound spiritual significance and recognise it as a special sign of the love of God the eternal good Shepherd who desires to gather and guide his whole Church together on the way to salvation”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2006, righe 24, parole 377)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=463
22 February 2006 – Announcement of 1st Consistory
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI announces his first Consistory for the creation of  15 new Cardinals   

Vatican City– At the end of the Audience this morning, on the Feast of the Chair of Peter, Pope Benedict XVI announced that on March 24 he will hold a Consistory for the creation of 15 new Cardinals. “This announcement comes opportunely on the feast of the Cathedra of Peter  – the Holy Father said -, because it is the duty of the Cardinals to support and assist the Successor of Peter in the apostolic task at the service of the Church entrusted to him”. The Pope said that the “Cardinals around the Pope are a sort of Senate to whom he assigns duties connected with his ministry ‘principle and perpetual and visible foundation of unity in faith and communion’”. With the creation of the new cardinals Pope Benedict XVI will bring the number of cardinal electors to 120, the number set by Pope Paul VI.
Here are the names of the new Cardinals:

Archbishop William Joseph Levada, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Archbishop Franc Rode C.M., prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

 Archbishop Agostino Vallini, prefect of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura.

 Archbishop Jorge Liberato Urosa Savino of Caracas, Venezuela.

 Archbishop Gaudencio B. Rosales of Manila, Philippines.

 Archbishop Jean-Pierre Ricard of Bordeaux, France.

 Archbishop Antonio Canizares Llovera of Toledo, Spain.

 Archbishop Nicholas Cheong Jin-suk of Seoul, Korea.

 Archbishop Sean Patrick O'Malley O.F.M. Cap., of Boston, U.S.A.

 Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow, Poland.

 Archbishop Carlo Caffarra of Bologna, Italy.

Bishop Joseph Zen Ze-kiun S.D.B. of Hong Kong, China

 The Pope then announced that he had also decided to elevate to the dignity of cardinal "three prelates over the age of 80, in consideration of the service they have rendered to the Church with exemplary faithfulness and admirable dedication." They are: - Archbishop Andrea Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, archpriest of the Basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls.

 Archbishop Peter Poreku Dery, emeritus of Tamale, Ghana.

 Fr. Albert Vanhoye S.J., formerly rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute and secretary of the Pontifical Biblical Commission.

The Holy Father also announced that on 23 March the day before the Consistory he will hold a meeting of reflection and prayer with the college of Cardinals and that on March 25th solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord he will preside a solemn Concelebration of Mass with all the cardinals. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2006, righe 36, parole 411)

See announcement of consistory
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=464
27 February 2006 – Audience participants at the general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life currently considering the theme of "the human embryo prior to implantation”
VATICAN - The Pope addresses Pontifical Academy for Life: “God’s love makes no distinction between the unborn child still in the mother’s womb, the baby, the youth, the grown adult or the elderly, because in each of them He sees the sign of His own image and likeness”

Vatican City -  In the late morning on Monday 27 February the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI received participants at the general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life currently considering the theme of "the human embryo prior to implantation." (see Fides 27/2/2006). In his address the Pope stressed that the subject is of extreme interest: “undoubtedly a fascinating subject but difficult and demanding given the sensitive nature of the matter to be discussed and the complexity of  the epistemological problems which concern the relationship between the ascertaining of facts at the level of experimental science and subsequent and necessary reflection on the values at the anthropological level”. 

Although Sacred Scripture and early Christian tradition hold no explicit teaching with regard to human life in the first days, the Holy Father said  “we do find in Sacred Scripture valid indications which motivate sentiments of admiration and respect with regard to the human person from the moment of conception...the Holy Books in fact intend to show God’s love for each and every human person even before he or she takes shape in the mother's womb. God’s love makes no distinction between the unborn child still in the mother’s womb, the baby, the youth, the grown adult or the elderly, because in each of them He sees the sign of His own image and likeness. He makes no distinction because in all he sees the reflection of his Only Begotten Son”.

God’s boundless love for humanity “reveals to what point the human person deserves to be loved, for what he or she is, apart from any other consideration - intelligence, beauty, health, youth, integrity and so on -.” The Holy Father also underlined the “great dignity” conferred on the human person, “rooted in the intimate bond with the Creator: in the person, every person, at any stage or condition of life, there shines a reflection of the very reality of God. This is why the Magisterium of the Church has always proclaimed the sacred and inviolable nature of human life from conception to natural end. This moral judgement is also true at the start of the life of the embryo before it is implanted in the womb of the mother where it will be protected and nourished for nine months until the time of birth”.

The Pope told the scholars present that he was aware of the sentiments of wonder and profound respect for the human person and every human life with which they undertake their research on human life: “a mystery on which science will shed increasingly more and more light although it will be difficult to decipher it completely. In fact no sooner has reason overcome one limit, previously seen as impassable, it finds itself challenged by other hitherto unknown limits”. At the beginning of the third millennium our knowledge has made significant progress in but the limits of our ignorance have also been better identified; “however for human intelligence it would appear to be too arduous to realise that looking at creation we encounter the mark of the Creator. In actual fact those such as you dear scholars who love truth, should realise that research on such profound questions put us in a condition to see and almost to touch the hand of God”. 

The Pope ended his address wishing the researchers and scholars the good fortune not only to examine the subject of their work “but also to contemplate it so that, together with discoveries there may arise also questions which lead man to discover in the beauty of creatures a reflection of the Creator”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2006 – righe 42;  parole 599)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=467
27 February 2006 - Message for 21st  World Youth Day
VATICAN- “To build your life on Christ, to accept the word with joy and put its teachings into practice: this, young people of the third millennium, should be your programme!” – The Pope’s message for the 21st World Youth Day 
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Your word is a lamp to my feet  a light to my path" (Ps 118[119], 105): is the theme of the Message which Pope Benedict XVI has addressed to young Catholics all over the world on the occasion of the 21st World Youth Day (diocesan celebrations the world over)  on Palm Sunday 9 April 2006. Recalling the “enriching experience in Germany in August last year”, the Pope tells young people that Youth Day this year presents a “good opportunity to rekindle the flame of enthusiasm that was awakened in Cologne and which many of you have brought to your families, parishes, associations and movements” and a “wonderful chance to invite many of your friends to join the young generation’s spiritual pilgrimage towards Christ”.
Presenting the theme the Pope says “In order to progress on our earthly pilgrimage towards the heavenly Kingdom, we all need to be nourished by the word and the bread of eternal Life, and these are inseparable from one another! The Apostles received the word of salvation and passed it on to their successors as a precious gem kept safely in the jewel box of the Church: without the Church, this pearl runs the risk of being lost or destroyed. My dear young friends, love the word of God and love the Church, and this will give you access to a treasure of very great value and will teach you how to appreciate its richness. Love and follow the Church, for it has received from its Founder the mission of showing people the way to true happiness.”. 

The Pope urges young people to meditate on the Word of God and let themselves be guided by the Holy Spirit so they many contemplate the true God and read the events of history with his eyes savouring the joy which is born of the truth. “The loving presence of God, through his word, is the lamp that dispels the darkness of fear and lights up the path even when times are most difficult.”. the word of God to be an indispensable "weapon" in the spiritual struggle. This will be effective and show results if we learn to listen to it and then to obey it.”. “My dear young friends, I urge you to become familiar with the Bible, and to have it at hand so that it can be your compass pointing out the road to follow. By reading it, you will learn to know Christ.… Reading, study and meditation of the Word should then flow into a life of consistent fidelity to Christ and his teachings.”.

“To build your life on Christ, to accept the word with joy and put its teachings into practice: this, young people of the third millennium, should be your programme!” the Holy Father says in the message. “There is an urgent need for the emergence of a new generation of apostles anchored firmly in the word of Christ, capable of responding to the challenges of our times and prepared to spread the Gospel far and wide. It is this that the Lord asks of you, it is to this that the Church invites you, and it is this that the world - even though it may not be aware of it - expects of you!”

Lastly the Pope says “Dear friends, at the 21st World Youth Day that we will celebrate on 9 April next, Palm Sunday, we will set out, in our hearts, on a pilgrimage towards the world encounter with young people that will take place in Sydney in July 2008. We will prepare for that great appointment reflecting together on the theme The Holy Spirit and the mission in successive stages... We will finally reach the world meeting of 2008 and its theme will be: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses" (Acts 1:8). (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/2/2006 righe 37, parole 541)

See the Pope’s message in various languages

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=466
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Chair of Peter
“Today the Latin-rite liturgy celebrates the Feast of the Chair of St Peter. This is a very ancient tradition, proven to have existed in Rome since the fourth century. On it we give thanks to God for the mission he entrusted to the Apostle Peter and his Successors. "Cathedra" literally means the established seat of the Bishop, placed in the mother church of a diocese which for this reason is known as a "cathedral"; it is the symbol of the Bishop's authority and in particular, of his "magisterium", that is, the evangelical teaching which, as a successor of the Apostles, he is called to safeguard and to transmit to the Christian Community. When a Bishop takes possession of the particular Church that has been entrusted to him, wearing his mitre and holding the pastoral staff, he sits on the cathedra. From this seat, as teacher and pastor, he will guide the journey of the faithful in faith, hope and charity.”. (22 February 2006 – General Audience) 
“Celebrating the "Chair" of Peter, therefore, as we are doing today, means attributing a strong spiritual significance to it and recognising it as a privileged sign of the love of God, the eternal Good Shepherd, who wanted to gather his whole Church and lead her on the path of salvation. Among the numerous testimonies of the Fathers, I would like to quote St Jerome. It is an extract from one of his letters, addressed to the Bishop of Rome. It is especially interesting precisely because it makes an explicit reference to the "Chair" of Peter, presenting it as a safe harbour of truth and peace. This is what Jerome wrote:  "I decided to consult the Chair of Peter, where that faith is found exalted by the lips of an Apostle; I now come to ask for nourishment for my soul there, where once I received the garment of Christ. I follow no leader save Christ, so I enter into communion with your beatitude, that is, with the Chair of Peter, for this I know is the rock upon which the Church is built" (cf. Le lettere I, 15, 1-2). (22 February2006 – General Audience) 

Defending Life
“As I invite you to meditate on the Message of the Italian Bishops, which has as its theme "Respecting life", I think back to beloved Pope John Paul II, who paid constant attention to these problems. I would like in particular to recall the Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, which he published in 1995 and which represents an authentic milestone in the Church's Magisterium on a most timely and crucial issue. Inserting the moral aspects in a vast spiritual and cultural framework, my venerable Predecessor frequently reasserted that human life has a value of paramount importance which demands recognition, and the Gospel asks that it always be respected. In the light of my recent Encyclical Letter on Christian love, I would like to underline the importance of the service of love for the support and promotion of human life. In this regard, even before active initiatives, it is fundamental to foster a correct attitude towards the other:  the culture of life is in fact based on attention to others without any forms of exclusion or discrimination. Every human life, as such, deserves and demands always to be defended and promoted. We are well aware that all too often this truth risks being opposed by the hedonism widespread in the so-called society of well-being:  life is exalted as long as it is pleasurable, but there is a tendency to no longer respect it as soon as it is sick or handicapped. Based on deep love for every person it is possible instead to put into practice effective forms of service to life:  to new born life and to life marked by marginalisation or suffering, especially in its terminal phase.”. (5 February 2006 – Angelus) 
“God's love does not differentiate between the newly conceived infant still in his or her mother's womb and the child or young person, or the adult and the elderly person. God does not distinguish between them because he sees an impression of his own image and likeness (Gn 1: 26) in each one. 
He makes no distinctions because he perceives in all of them a reflection of the face of his Only-begotten Son, whom "he chose... before the foundation of the world.... He destined us in love to be his sons... according to the purpose of his will" (Eph 1: 4-6).  This boundless and almost incomprehensible love of God for the human being reveals the degree to which the human person deserves to be loved in himself, independently of any other consideration - intelligence, beauty, health, youth, integrity, and so forth. In short, human life is always a good, for it "is a manifestation of God in the world, a sign of his presence, a trace of his glory" (Evangelium Vitae, n. 34). Indeed, the human person has been endowed with a very exalted dignity, which is rooted in the intimate bond that unites him with his Creator: a reflection of God's own reality shines out in the human person, in every person, whatever the stage or condition of his life. Therefore, the Magisterium of the Church has constantly proclaimed the sacred and inviolable character of every human life from its conception until its natural end (cf. ibid., n. 57). This moral judgement also applies to the origins of the life of an embryo even before it is implanted in the mother's womb, which will protect and nourish it for nine months until the moment of birth: "Human life is sacred and inviolable at every moment of existence, including the initial phase which precedes birth" (ibid., n. 61).  (27 February 2006 – Audience to participants at the general assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life on the theme of "The human embryo prior to implantation”) 

God is faithful
“We are not at the mercy of dark forces nor alone with our freedom, but rather, we are entrusted to the action of the mighty and loving Lord, who has a plan for us, a "reign" to establish (cf. v. 11).” (1 February 2006 – General Audience) 

World Day of the Sick
“Christ is the true "Doctor" of humanity whom the heavenly Father sent into the world to heal man marked in body and mind by sin and its consequences. On these very Sundays Marks Gospel present Jesus to us at the beginning of his public ministry, totally involved with preaching and health the sick in the villages of Galilee. The countless miraculous signs that he worked for the sick confirmed the “Good News” of the Kingdom of God. Today’s Gospel tells of the healing of a leper and expresses most effectively the intensity of the relationship between God and man, summed up in a wonderful dialogue: "If you will, you can make me clean!", the leper says. "I do will it be clean!", Jesus replies touching him with his hand and healing him of leprosy, (Mk 1,40-42). We see here is a concise form the entire history of salvation: that gesture of Jesus who stretches out his hand and touches the body covered with sores of the person who calls upon him, perfectly manifesting God’s desire to heal his fallen creature, restoring him to "life in abundance" (Jn 10,10), eternal life of fullness and happiness. Christ is "the hand" of God stretched out to humanity to rescue it from, the quicksands of illness and death so that it can stand on the firm rock of divine love (cfr Sal 39,2-3)”. (12 February 2006 – Angelus) 

“Today I would like to entrust all the sick to Mary  "Salus infirmorum" especially sick persons in every part of the world who, in addition to lack of health are also suffering loneliness, dire poverty and marginalisation. I also address a special thought to those in hospitals and every other health centre who care for the sick and spare no effort for their recovery. May the Blessed Virgin Mary help each one find comfort in body and spirit through adequate health-care assistance and fraternal charity expressed by means of practical and supportive attention”. (12 February2006 – Angelus) 

“Fourteen years ago, 11 February, the liturgical Memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, became World Day of the Sick. We all know that the Virgin expressed God's tenderness for the suffering in the Grotto of Massabielle. This tenderness, this loving concern, is felt in an especially lively way in the world precisely on the day of the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, re-presenting in the liturgy, and especially in the Eucharist, the mystery of Christ, Redeemer of Man, of whom the Immaculate Virgin is the first fruit. In presenting herself to Bernadette as the Immaculate Conception, Mary Most Holy came to remind the modern world, which was in danger of forgetting it, of the primacy of divine grace which is stronger than sin and death. And so it was that the site of her apparition, the Grotto of Massabielle at Lourdes, became a focal point that attracts the entire People of God, especially those who feel oppressed and suffering in body and spirit. "Come to me all of you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Mt 11: 28), Jesus said. In Lourdes he continues to repeat this invitation, with the motherly mediation of Mary, to all those who turn to him with trust”. (11 February 2006 – during blessing of the sick ) 

Mission
“Yesterday we celebrated the feast of Saint Cyril and Methodius apostles and the first to spread the faith among Slav peoples. May their example help you too to be apostles of the Gospel, leaven of authentic renewal in personal, family and social life”. (15 February 2006 –)

On the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the reinstating of permanent deaconate in the diocese of Rome, Pope Benedict XVI granted a special audience to the diocese’s permanent deacons on Saturday 19 February in the Vatican. The deacons were accompanied by the Pope’s vicar for Rome diocese Cardinal Camillo Ruini. The Pope said “Dear deacons I thank you for your generous service in so many parish communities in Rome, particularly in baptismal and family pastoral care… Many of you work in offices, hospitals, schools and in all these environments you are called to be servants of the Truth. Announcing the Gospel you offer the Word which illuminates and gives significance to the work of man and the sufferings of the sick, and you help new generations discover the beauty of the Christian faith. In this way you are deacons of the Truth which makes you free, and you lead the people of this city to encounter Jesus Christ. To welcome the Redeemer into his life is for man a source of profound joy, a joy which gives peace even in times of trial. Therefore be servants of the Truth in order to be heralds of the joy God wishes to give every man and women”.

At the beginning of his address the Pope said that in their ministry deacons should be inspired by the example of Jesus: “He, Christ, is the example to whom we must look. In the Gospel he told his disciples that he had come "to serve, not to be served" (cfr Mt 20,28)... unity with Christ, nourished with prayer, sacramental life and especially adoration of the Eucharist, is of the utmost importance for your ministry if it is to truly bear witness to God’s love”.

The Pope also stressed the need to accompany the announcement of the Gospel with concrete charity which “which has belonged to the ministry of deacons since the beginning: the seven disciples mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles were chosen to distribute food to the poor. You belong to the Church in Rome and you are heirs of a long tradition which has in the figure of the deacon St Lawrence, a singularly fine and shining figure”. Today there are various types of poor people, many come from countries which are distant from Italy and they come knocking on parish doors asking for help, “Welcome these brothers and sisters warmly, ready to help them – the Pope said -… Your service helps the poor realise they are part of the great family of the children of God, the Church. Dear deacons of Rome as you live and witness to the infinite charity of God, may your ministry always serve to build the Church as a communion”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2006 – righe 29;  parole 424) (18 February 2006 – Audience to permanent deacons of the diocese of Rome) 

“To build your life on Christ, to accept the word with joy and put its teachings into practice: this, young people of the third millennium, should be your programme! There is an urgent need for the emergence of a new generation of apostles anchored firmly in the word of Christ, capable of responding to the challenges of our times and prepared to spread the Gospel far and wide. It is this that the Lord asks of you, it is to this that the Church invites you, and it is this that the world - even though it may not be aware of it - expects of you! If Jesus calls you, do not be afraid to respond to him with generosity, especially when he asks you to follow him in the consecrated life or in the priesthood. Do not be afraid; trust in him and you will not be disappointed”. (27 February 2006 – Message for 21st World Youth Day) 

Peace

“Today too, humanity is marked by sin which prevents it from rapidly progressing in those values of brotherhood, justice and peace that with solemn declarations it had resolved to practise. Why? What is blocking it? What is paralysing this integral development? We know well that there are many historical reasons for this and that the problem is complex. But the Word of God invites us to have a gaze of faith and to trust, like the people who were carrying the paralytic, that Jesus alone is capable of true healing. 

The basic choice of my Predecessors, especially of the beloved John Paul II, was to lead the people of our time to Christ the Redeemer so that, through the intercession of Mary Immaculate, he might heal them. I too desire to continue on this path. In particular, with my first Encyclical, Deus Caritas Est, I wanted to point out to believers and to the whole world, God as the source of authentic love. Only God's love can renew the human heart, and only if he heals the heart of paralysed humanity can it get up and walk. The love of God is the true force that renews the world.”. (19 February 2006 - Angelus) 

Lent
“Lent is a privileged time of interior pilgrimage towards Him Who is the fount of mercy.  It is a pilgrimage in which He Himself accompanies us through the desert of our poverty, sustaining us on our way towards the intense joy of Easter.  Even in the “valley of darkness” of which the Psalmist speaks (Ps 23:4), while the tempter prompts us to despair or to place a vain hope in the work of our own hands, God is there to guard us and sustain us.  Yes, even today the Lord hears the cry of the multitudes longing for joy, peace, and love.  As in every age, they feel abandoned.  Yet, even in the desolation of misery, loneliness, violence and hunger that indiscriminately afflict children, adults, and the elderly, God does not allow darkness to prevail.  In fact, in the words of my beloved Predecessor, Pope John Paul II, there is a “divine limit imposed upon evil”, namely, mercy (Memory and Identity, pp. 19ff.).  It is with these thoughts in mind that I have chosen as my theme for this Message the Gospel text: “Jesus, at the sight of the crowds, was moved with pity” (Mt 9:36).  In this light, I would like to pause and reflect upon an issue much debated today: the question of development.  Even now, the compassionate “gaze” of Christ continues to fall upon individuals and peoples.  He watches them, knowing that the divine “plan” includes their call to salvation.  Jesus knows the perils that put this plan at risk, and He is moved with pity for the crowds.  He chooses to defend them from the wolves even at the cost of His own life.  The gaze of Jesus embraces individuals and multitudes, and he brings them all before the Father, offering Himself as a sacrifice of expiation.”. (1 February 2006 – Message for Lent) 
Human development
“Enlightened by this Paschal truth, the Church knows that if we are to promote development in its fullness, our own “gaze” upon mankind has to be measured against that of Christ.  In fact, it is quite impossible to separate the response to people’s material and social needs from the fulfilment of the profound desires of their hearts.  This has to be emphasised all the more in today’s rapidly changing world, in which our responsibility towards the poor emerges with ever greater clarity and urgency.  My venerable Predecessor, Pope Paul VI, accurately described the scandal of underdevelopment as an outrage against humanity.  In this sense, in the Encyclical Populorum Progressio, he denounced “the lack of material necessities for those who are without the minimum essential for life, the moral deficiencies of those who are mutilated by selfishness” and “oppressive social structures, whether due to the abuses of ownership or to the abuses of power, to the exploitation of workers or to unjust transactions” (ibid., 21).  As the antidote to such evil, Paul VI suggested not only “increased esteem for the dignity of others, the turning towards the spirit of poverty, cooperation for the common good, the will and desire for peace”, but also “the acknowledgement by man of supreme values, and of God, their source and their finality” (ibid.).  In this vein, the Pope went on to propose that, finally and above all, there is “faith, a gift of God accepted by the good will of man, and unity in the charity of Christ” (ibid.).  Thus, the “gaze” of Christ upon the crowd impels us to affirm the true content of this “complete humanism” that, according to Paul VI, consists in the “fully-rounded development of the whole man and of all men” (ibid., 42).  For this reason, the primary contribution that the Church offers to the development of mankind and peoples does not consist merely in material means or technical solutions.  Rather, it involves the proclamation of the truth of Christ, Who educates consciences and teaches the authentic dignity of the person and of work;  it means the promotion of a culture that truly responds to all the questions of humanity”. (1 February2006 – Message for Lent) 

“In the face of the terrible challenge of poverty afflicting so much of the world’s population, indifference and self-centred isolation stand in stark contrast to the “gaze” of Christ.  Fasting and almsgiving, which, together with prayer, the Church proposes in a special way during the Lenten Season, are suitable means for us to become conformed to this “gaze”.  The examples of the saints and the long history of the Church’s missionary activity provide invaluable indications of the most effective ways to support development.  Even in this era of global interdependence, it is clear that no economic, social, or political project can replace that gift of self to another through which charity is expressed.  Those who act according to the logic of the Gospel live the faith as friendship with God Incarnate and, like Him, bear the burden of the material and spiritual needs of their neighbours.  They see it as an inexhaustible mystery, worthy of infinite care and attention.  They know that he who does not give God gives too little; as Blessed Teresa of Calcutta frequently observed, the worst poverty is not to know Christ.  Therefore, we must help others to find God in the merciful face of Christ.  Without this perspective, civilisation lacks a solid foundation”. (1 February2006 – Message for Lent) 

“Thanks to men and women obedient to the Holy Spirit, many forms of charitable work intended to promote development have arisen in the Church: hospitals, universities, professional formation schools, and small businesses.  Such initiatives demonstrate the genuine humanitarian concern of those moved by the Gospel message, far in advance of other forms of social welfare.  These charitable activities point out the way to achieve a globalisation that is focused upon the true good of mankind and, hence, the path towards authentic peace.  Moved like Jesus with compassion for the crowds, the Church today considers it her duty to ask political leaders and those with economic and financial power to promote development based on respect for the dignity of every man and woman.  An important litmus test for the success of their efforts is religious liberty, understood not simply as the freedom to proclaim and celebrate Christ, but also the opportunity to contribute to the building of a world enlivened by charity.  These efforts have to include a recognition of the central role of authentic religious values in responding to man’s deepest concerns, and in supplying the ethical motivation for his personal and social responsibilities.  These are the criteria by which Christians should assess the political programmes of their leaders.”. (1 February2006 – Message for Lent) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Istanbul - Fr. George Marovitch, Spokesman of Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Turkey on the telephone from Istanbul, said the small Catholic community in Turkey was deeply shocked by the murder of Italian missionary Fr Andrea Santoro: “We are all deeply saddened by the death of Fr Andrea, shot dead in the small Catholic church in Trabzon in the Vicariate Apostolic of Anatolia, where the Vicar Apostolic is Italian Bishop Luigi Padovese, OFM Capuchin. The Bishop is in Trabzon at present in constant contact with the local authorities and police. Messages of sympathy and solidarity keep arriving at the Bishops’ Conference offices sent by local civil and religious authorities, Orthodox Christians and Muslims”. Fr. George says there is concern in the local community: “We are waiting for the results of the police investigation, to know the motive behind the murder. The youth could have acted on his own, an insane isolated gesture. Or it could be the effect of the wave of hatred and fundamentalism which is shaking Arab countries since the publication in a Danish newspaper of cartoons offending the Prophet Mohammed. However the priest’s murder may also have to do with the local prostitution racket which Fr Andrea was fighting. In fact he had offered a number of local girls protection and assistance to escape sex slavery. His murder may have been a reaction to this anti-prostitution commitment”.  The spokesman continued: “It is indeed a sad day for the Church in Turkey. We have received message of sympathy and solidarity from civil and religious authorities. National leaders have condemned the crime and promised to guarantee Christians more protection. With regard to the cartoons Turkish prime minister Erdogan said there is no justification for violence and he voiced his concern for the death of the Catholic priest. Orthodox Christians assured us of their full support. Local Muslim leaders condemned the assassination, recalling that according to Islam when a man kills another man it is as if he had killed all humanity”. Fr. George has personal memories of Fr Andrea: “He came now and then to Istanbul, and visited us here at the Bishops Conference offices. He liked to pray in the chapel where Mgr Angelo Roncalli (later Pope John XXIII) prayed when he was here in the diplomatic service of the Holy See. Fr Andrea lived in his little mission in Trazbon and was a man of dialogue and peace. He was loved by the local people for all the good he did. The local Catholic community consists of about a dozen Catholics but his Church was open and used by Orthodox Christians and by Muslims. Fr Andrea was always ready to listen to everyone and helped all without distinction”. With regard to the present situation in Turkey Fr George said: “I would say there is uncertainty and tension, but not fear because we have excellent relations of contact and dialogue with the civil authorities and with Muslim leaders. Fr Andrea’s funeral will be in Rome. Here as the local Church we will organise commemoration prayer service and other religious leaders have assured us of their presence”. “I do not think the assassination of Fr Andrea - Fr George concluded - will have political or other consequences: the government will make sure the situation does not degenerate. For our part we are certain the Lord will turn this evil into good for Turkey and for the small Catholic community here”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 6/2/2006 righe 32 parole 326)

Istanbul – Messages of sympathy continue to arrive at Catholic religious homes and communities in Turkey. Thus attitude strengthens the hope of missionaries and religious in this country shocked by the murder of  Fr Andrea.

Don Claudio Monge, a member of the Dominican community in Istanbul, said on the telephone: “Our hearts are filled with sadness and grief. We knew Fr Andrea and appreciated his pastoral zeal. But we want to say that there is no reason to think things are changing in Turkey with regard to Christian/Muslim relations. There is no escalation of violence. This tragic act will remain an isolated episode, perhaps connected with reasons which have nothing to do with religion. What concerns us is the way western media see the situation almost always in the logic of contra-position and violence. Islam cannot be presented as a violent religion in itself. I would recall how many Muslims have expressed their sympathy by phone or in person and to express the shared concern that this criminal act may trigger other violence. We must avoid ideological interpretations which are dangerous for public opinion”. Don Claudio continues: “The future of the globalised world is necessarily one of co-existence of faiths and cultures. This is what Rev. Andrea showed with his life. To pay him homage and honour his memory is to work in this direction, to work for dialogue, relation and peace”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 7/2/2006 righe 26 parole 268)

Roma - “I am still in Brazil where I took part in the meeting of Italian ‘Fidei Donum’ in Latin America who all expressed the unanimous desire to continue their service to other Churches after the sad news of the murder of Fr Andrea in Turkey” said Mgr Giuseppe Andreozzi, director of the Italian Bishops office for Missionary Cooperation among Churches who is also national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies with regard to Fr Andrea Santoro, Fidei Donum priest of the Diocese of Rome, killed on 5 February in  Trabzon. “He leaves a testimony of profound missionary ardour and desire to work on the difficult frontier of evangelisation of peoples that the Gospel may build brotherhood among individuals and peoples, cultures and religions. While human insanity appears to make this objective ever further away, faith helps us believe the death of Fr Andrea a grain of wheat which has fallen to the ground, will bear the fruit of more missionary vocations and service.”

Among many messages of sympathy received from Fidei donum priests, other missionaries and local Churches Mgr Andreozzi mentions that of Archbishop Luigi Bressan of Trent, president of the Italian Bishops’ Commission for evangelisation and cooperation among Churches addressed to  Cardinal Camillo Ruini and the diocese of Rome. Archbishop Bressan expresses his sympathy for the, “loss of such a generous who offered himself as a "Fidei Donum" to serve a very small community and to promote inter-religious dialogue and cooperation”. “I pray he may be admitted to the fullness of light in Christ to whom he  witnessed in pastoral ministry in Rome and in distant Turkey with a generous missionary spirit”. Archbishop Bressan says he hopes Fr Andrea, “a martyr for love of Christ and his Church”, will intercede for all parishes “that they may be truly missionary and that inter-religious contact may develop in full religious freedom, mutual respect, constructive dialogue and collaboration all over the world”. 

Diocesan Fidei donum priests take their name from the Fidei donum Encyclical by Pope Pius XII, on 21 April 1957, in which the Pope called on the Bishops of the oldest dioceses to send priests and lay people to serve the young Churches of Africa as  “gifts of faith” . The appeal was then extended to other continents. In view of the 50th anniversary of the publication next  year we are planning a series of initiatives to promote reflection and give new impulse to this important missionary service. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/2/2006, righe 32, parole 455)
Luanda - This morning at 10am at the mission church in Bailundo 60 km north of Huambo local Catholics and missionaries attended the funeral of Fr José Afonso Moreira 80 year old Portuguese missionary of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit (Spiritans) shot dead yesterday 9 February in his home in Bailundo in Angola, (see Fides 9 February 2006). The funeral was presided by Archbishop José de Querisós Alvers Archbishop of Huambo. A number of Spiritan missionaries were flown for the occasion from the capital Luanda to Bailundo by a military aircraft made available by the authorities. Bailundo is in fact in an isolated area with very few roads and is therefore difficult to reach by car. More information with regard to the tragic circumstances of the missionary’s death has been released. “Fr. Moreira was shot seven times at close range in the face” say local Church sources in Angola. “The missionary had just gone to bed when about 15 armed men broke into his room and shot him dead without even giving him time to get out of bed”. Police think the motive was a robbery rather than a political reason. “It would appear to be the work of bandits because the modest house was turned upside down and the catechist, the missionary’s assistant, was threatened and ordered to hand over non existing objects of value” the sources reported. “Sad to say banditry is spreading and people kill for no reason at all”. “Fr. Moreira was loved by all for his witness of service and love for mission even in times of difficulty” the sources said. “For forty years he served in Bailundo during the long years of civil war 1975-2002. Bailundo was occupied by the UNITA rebel forces (National Union for Total Independence of Angola) and then by the regular army. Nevertheless Fr. Moreira remained neutral, refusing any comprise so he could continue to announce the Gospel and serve others in the freedom of the children of God  ”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 10/2/2006 righe 32 parole 392)
Family
Valencia – The official prayer in view of the 5th World Meeting of Families WMF in July 2006 in Valencia can be seen at http://www.wmf2006.org. The prayer was composed by the Spanish Bishops’ commission for the family together with the Valencia diocesan Committee for Liturgy. Besides the official prayer, the organisers also launched special prayer intentions circulated to the parishes in the archdiocese with a request to insert these prayers in Sunday Masses until the important ecclesial event convoked by the Holy Father for 1-9 July.  The prayers are based on Pope Benedict XVI’s teachings and writings in the family and the aim is to foster a spirit of prayer in these six months leading to the event.

In the meantime efforts to promote awareness of the event and its importance. Bishop Esteban Escudero Auxiliary of Valencia, presented the WMF Meeting to a group of teachers from various universities in Valencia to encourage participation of students and teaching staff. The Valencia Association of the Family and Large Families (AVAFAM), with about 1,500 member families, launched a participant-hosting families campaign. AVAFAM president underlined the traditional generosity and hospitality of large families and recalled that the WMF is an opportunity to demonstrate it.   The World Meeting of Families will open on with an International Family Fest  1-7 July. Other events include three congresses at the same time: an international Theological-Pastoral Congress on family themes and how to hand on the faith in the family; a Children’s Congress (16-25 years) to discuss the problems facing youth and find solutions; a Grandparents Congress to highlight and encourage the essential and irreplaceable role of grandparents.  On 8 July there will celebrations of Mass for various language groups followed by a gathering of festivity and testimonials offered by families. The main event will be the solemn World Meeting of Families Mass on 9 July, during which a number of married couples celebrating their 50th anniversary  will renew the marriage promises. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/2/2006 – righe 30, parole 378)  

Mission
Caracas - You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church” was the theme of national Holy Childhood Day in Venezuela celebrated on Sunday 29 January. Holy Childhood children from parishes and schools all over the country gathered at Our Lady of Consolation School in  Caracas, to celebrate Holy Childhood Day and the 163rd anniversary of the Pontifical Mission Society for Holy Childhood. The day began with a welcome ceremony for the different groups, followed by a Mass presided by the Nuncio to Venezuela, Archbishop Giacinto Berlocco concelebrated by Fr. José Rafael Romero Linares, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies  and Fr. Celerino Anziano, national secretary for Holy Childhood. The central moment was a competition “Who wants to be a missionary?” with questions on catechism, the Bible, Holy Childhood, Mission, on the catechesis for the Day 2006. The winner was the delegation from La Concepcion School in Montalbán.  Lunch was followed by singing, dancing and theatre pieces on subjects concerning, the Pope, the Church or mission. The gathering closed with the sending of missionaries and the re-launching of the Living Rosary. The children promised to pray the missionary rosary more often so it may be the spiritual force behind Holy Childhood activity with the slogan: “Living rosary, the prayer of courageous children who love the mission”. (RG)  (Agenzia Fides 1/2/2006 – righe 18, parole 252)  

Lagos - “It is not true that Catholics are hated in Nigeria” Archbishop Renzo Fratini papal nuncio in Nigeria said after some media reported that Catholics were being targeted by Muslim extremists. “There has been tension between Muslims and Christians, not only Catholics, but the present violence has little to do with religion and is more about political exploitation of divisions in Nigerian society for some personal gain” the nuncio explained. “Protest against the cartoons is only a cover up. From Europe people might easily see these episodes in Nigeria in the context of similar riots in other countries. But it is necessary to be familiar with the specific context of Nigeria” Archbishop Fratini said. “In fact” the nuncio said “the demonstrations which turned into violence were called not only to protest against the cartoons but also to oppose an amendment to the Constitution which would allow  president Olusegun Obasanjo to aim for a third mandate in 2007”.  “On the other hands events in other countries do have a certain impact on the situation in   Nigeria  fanning existing tension” the nuncio concluded.
After the violence in Maiduguri (see Fides 20 February 2006) there were riots in Bauchi, 250 km south of Maiduguri, which, according to local media left at least 10 people dead. It began as an argument between a teacher and a pupil over the confiscation of a Koran in school. But rumours swept the city that the book had been desecrated and that was the cue for youths, some armed with machetes, to rampage in the streets. Local Church sources can give no precise number with regard to how many people were killed. Because of the violence Bauchi diocese has decided to cancel a retreat which was to be given by Archbishop Ignatius Ayau Kaigama of Jos. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 21/2/2006 righe 32 parole 389)

Human development
Rome - Caritas Internationalis has called for international solidarity and appealed for 1.2 million dollars to feed women, children and old people in areas of Kenya where it is difficult to get aid to where it is most needed. In a report on the food emergency Caritas Kenya says there have already been some lives lost and up to 3.5 million people are in need of emergency food aid. “The main priority is obviously to avoid further loss of life” said Bishop Martin Kivuva, chairman of Caritas/Development and Social Services Commission Kenya. The project will benefit nearly 45,000 people with about 30,000 receiving direct food distributions and over 14,000 receiving additional, high nutrition food as part of a supplement feeding programme which targets severely malnourished children and women, including nursing and pregnant women, who need added energy and nutrients. The programme aims to reach people who have not been receiving food aid through the government distributions or from international NGOs. According to surveys in different dioceses in Kenya food aid has not been reaching many people. For example in Isiolo, one of the hardest-hit areas, government rations are reaching only 10% of the people in need. In some areas the malnourished are too weak to ever reach food distribution centres. The programme also targets hungry people who are also suffering from illness, such as HIV/AIDS, and are likewise to incapacitated or isolated to reach food aid. Caritas Kenya will oversee the entire project working in close collaboration with other Caritas members organisations such as CAFOD (Caritas GB) and Catholic Relief Services (Caritas USA) to ensure transparency in the food distributions. There have been reports of food aid sold on the market as well as duplicate distributions in some locations. In addition more than 18,000 farmers will receive drought-resistant seed to plant for when the next rains come. Another $45,000 US dollars are need to bring food aid to the people of Djibouti where consecutive seasons of failed rain and crops have left 150,000 people in need of food aid. The situation is critical since long-waited rains that normally fall between October and February have yet to appear. The lack of rain has hit the pastoral herders particularly since they depend on watering holes and prairie grasses to heel their livestock healthy. They sell their milk and meat and in turn would normally be able to buy food. The skinny animals can not longer provide any such income and people have begun moving towards town centres in search of food. Caritas Djibouti plans to bring food aid to some 200 families in the interior of the country using to its best advantage the network that Catholic Church has established through its missions. At least 8 million people are at risk of starvation in the famine which is affecting Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya and Djibouti. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 16/2/2006 righe 43 parole 509)
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - In memory of Italian missionary Fr Andrea Santoro: 

Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples

Vatican City (Fides) - “Unless the grain of wheat which falls to the ground dies, it remains alone; if it dies, it produces much fruit” (Jn 12,24). This Gospel verse, we learn from those around him, was often on the lips of Fr Andrea Santoro. Almost like a programme for life, to be kept continually in mind, or, considering his death, a forewarning, an announcement that his life offered for the cause of the Gospel would not be fruitless. Fr Andrea was neither unprepared nor imprudent: he had studied and become very familiar with the culture and environment in which he chose to live, he was aware that an extreme act such as the one which killed him was not to be excluded. He loved God profoundly and with the same intensity he loved all those whom the Lord placed on his path in Rome and in Turkey. Besides there is an unbreakable bond between love of God and love of neighbour : “One is so closely connected to the other that to say that we love God becomes a lie if we are closed to our neighbour or hate him altogether … love of neighbour is a path that leads to the encounter with God and closing our eyes to our neighbour also blinds us to God” (cfr. Deus Caritas est, n.16).    

All missionaries know they may be called to sacrifice their life for the cause of the Gospel. However a violent death is not something accidental which must be simply taken into account, it is the supreme offering of self. Missionaries put their lives in the hands of the Lord with full awareness and with love, knowing that should their blood be shed it will not be in vain, it will be nourishment and source of life for the local community and indeed for the whole Church. Rev. Andrea was a missionary sent by the diocese of Rome, the Church bathed in the blood of Saints Peter and Paul and built on the sacrifice of a host of other martyrs. He went to the origins of the Church, to the place where the good news of the Gospel first began to spread, thanks to the work of Saint Paul. As a Christian who received the faith from that part of the world, he wanted to return there to give the faith in his turn. Rev. Andrea went to Turkey not to proselytise or to try to impose a change on the situation and society: his mission was one of presence, a presence of prayer and of concern for the material and spiritual poverty around him, he was absorbed in love for God and for every  brother and sister with whom he came into contact. “Anyone who needs me, and whom I can help, is my neighbour” the Holy Father Benedict XVI writes in his first encyclical “Deus Caritas est” (cfr n.15). “The concept of neighbour is now universalised, yet it remains concrete...it is not reduced to a generic, abstract and undemanding expression of love, but calls for my own practical commitment here and now”. (ibid)

The Father called Rev Andrea home on the Lord’s day, just after Mass when he had renewed the sacrifice of Christ’s death and resurrection of Christ, as he was saying his prayers in the church entrusted to his care. The profound, intimate, spiritual communion the priest was experiencing at that moment has now become fullness of life in the eternal embrace of God. His blood has been added to that of the host of other missionary martyrs who died while on mission in many different parts of the world and on many different frontiers: many of them remain unknown, unknown their names and unknown their burial places. But in the eyes of God their death was precious and the whole Church is indebted to them for their witness of faith, love and courage. 

Rev. Andrea was a fidei donum priest (gift of faith) sent on mission to Turkey by the diocese of Rome. On the eve of the 50th anniversary of the Fide donum encyclical written by Pope Pius XII who instituted this form of missionary service, let us pray that the blood shed by this priest may irrigate the soil of our local Churches, flow abundantly in the hearts of priests and men and women religious, pour into our young people and enflame them with love and readiness for mission.  

As we return the mortal body of Rev Andrea to the earth while waiting for the glorious day of Resurrection and unending joy, we pray to the Lord “that the sacrifice of his life may promote the cause of dialogue among religions and peace among peoples” (Benedict XVI, general audience 8 February 2006), certain that when and how the Lord alone wills and knows the Church and the world will reap abundant fruits from this little seed now buried in the earth.  (Card. Crescenzio Sepe)

(Agenzia Fides 9/2/2006; righe 51, parole 780)  

VATICAN – The Prefect and the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples send telegramme of sympathy on the death of elderly Missionary shot dead in Angola

Vatican City-  The Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal  Crescenzio Sepe and the secretary Archbishop Robert Sarah, sent a telegramme of sympathy to the Archbishop of  Huambo (Angola) and to Rev Fr. Jean-Paul Hoch, Superior General of the Congregation of the Holy Spirit, for the death of Portuguese Spiritan missionary Fr José Afonso Moreira, aged 80, shot dead yesterday 9 February in Bailundo, 60 km north of Huambo, in Angola (see Fides 9 February 2006). 


The telegramme expresses “on behalf of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  profound sympathy for the grave loss of a generous servant of the Gospel. May the blood shed by Fr. José Afonso Moreira be a seed of Christian forgiveness, faith, hope and charity. We assure fervent prayers for the eternal repose of this elect soul who for forty years served the cause of the Gospel in the heart of Africa”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 10/2/2006 righe 17 parole 178)

AMERICA/UNITED STATES - “Wealthy nations must learn that helping poor countries facing flu outbreaks is not some form of charity.  Such cooperation might allow an outbreak to be contained as rapidly as possible at its source and thereby benefit all mankind regardless of race or religion, wealth or nationality.  Individuals who seek security in hoarding personal supplies of drugs should be aware that such self centred efforts are probably foolish at this time”. Professor Kevin M. Cahill, M.D., Chief Medical Advisor for Counterterrorism in the case of a bacteriological attack on New York, wrote exclusive article for Fides regarding a potential avian flu human pandemic. 

New York (Agenzia Fides) – A leading expert in tropical medicine who is observing the wave of avian flu in the world, Irish born Prof. Kevin M. Cahill, Health advisor in charge of anti-terrorism in New York City. Kevin M. Cahill, M.D. is University Professor and Director of The Institute of International Humanitarian Affairs at Fordham University, Director of the Tropical Disease Center at Lenox Hill Hospital, Clinical Professor of Tropical Medicine and Molecular Parasitology at New York University School of Medicine, Chief Medical Advisor for Counterterrorism, NYPD, Professor and Chairman of the Department of International Health at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, Senior Consultant to the United Nations Health Service and President-General of the American-Irish Historical Society. 

 Here professor Cahill comments exclusively for Fides the question of a global epidemic of H5N1.

 “Avian, or bird, flu has been recognised as a significant veterinary problem for more than a century.  Migratory birds, especially ducks, are ideal reservoirs of infection since they develop few symptoms, while domestic fowl are very vulnerable, dying in large numbers when highly pathogenic strains of flu virus infect their flocks.  
Avian flu is caused by a Type A viral organism.  Scientific advances have allowed further specification; all serious outbreaks have been caused by H5 and H7 subtypes.  It is furthermore known that these flu viruses have the capacity to mutate, changing their genetic structure and protein coverings to evade the normal host protection offered by antibodies elicited from previous exposures.  Finally, transmission of bird flu to humans is well documented, and humans may then, in turn, infect other humans.  

These basic facts must be understood in order to appreciate the current concern regarding a potential human avian flu pandemic.  A global outbreak of human avian flu poses a fatal threat to millions of people around the world, and will be particularly dangerous for the vast majority living in countries where public health programs, medical facilities, trained personnel, vaccines and drugs are woefully inadequate.

A deadly H5N1 strain of avian flu was detected in birds and domestic fowl in Southeast Asia in 2003.  This is the largest and most severe outbreak ever recorded with an estimated 150 million birds now either dead from the disease or destroyed in desperate efforts to control its spread.  This particular strain of bird flu, moving with migratory bird patterns, has been identified in recent months in a broad geographic swath reaching from Asia to Russia, Turkey, Greece and many parts of China.  The causative virus is a hardy organism passed in the saliva or feces of infected animals; the crowded poultry markets traditional in Southeast Asia offer a perfect breeding place for transmission.  The economic consequences for the poultry industry are obviously severe.  The focus, however, is appropriately on the costs of a human outbreak that would be almost catastrophic.   To date there have been less than 100 human cases traced to the new H5N1 strain but more than half of those infected died.  

In 1918 a bird flu mutated into a highly lethal human epidemic causing almost 50 million deaths within a year; more people died of that flu outbreak than were killed in both World Wars.  The Economist newspaper has recently calculated that if one third of Americans were to fall ill in a new bird flu outbreak the health costs and lost earnings would exceed $200 billion.  If a global epidemic – a pandemic – occurs then control measures would have to include mandatory quarantine measures that would utterly disrupt normal trade, travel, and tourism patterns with almost incalculable damage to the global economy and even political stability, especially in the fragile less developed nations of the world. 

The threat posed by H5N1 to both veterinary and human health is, therefore, very real indeed.  A threat, however, is not a certainly and both nature and man can influence the outcome, modifying a potential disaster.  Some viruses weaken as they mutate and what is lethal to birds may, hopefully, prove less damaging to humans.  But the world cannot simply hope and pray for that to save us.  

There is an urgent need to strengthen control measures, carefully monitoring the spread of infected birds, vaccinating domestic fowl, promptly isolating and destroying known reservoirs, improving surveillance, developing innovative incentives to reimburse poor farmers for the loss of their flocks.  Such methods, along with public education, can teach people to recognise H5N1 infection while it is still primarily an avian problem, and encourage local farmers to promptly report sick birds rather than hide them from authorities for fear of economic loss.

In facing a human pandemic there are both public health and individual clinical responses.  Once again, education is a critical component in devising appropriate preparedness programs.  Governments must invest in developing and stockpiling vaccines and anti viral medication for use in an emergency.  They must improve international flu surveillance and understand that infectious diseases do not respect borders.  Wealthy nations must learn that helping poor countries facing flu outbreaks is not some form of charity.  Such cooperation might allow an outbreak to be contained as rapidly as possible at its source and thereby benefit all mankind regardless of race or religion, wealth or nationality.  

There is simply no role for parochialism in facing a pandemic.  Individuals who seek security in hoarding personal supplies of drugs should be aware that such self centred efforts are probably foolish at this time.  There are very real problems that must be recognised; the vaccines and medicaments now being developed may not be suitable if viral mutation occurs or drug resistance emerges, both being probable if one is to depend on previous outbreaks.  

Facing a pandemic requires knowledge, calm professionalism, and major investments in training and enhancing the entire infrastructures of public health.  Panic and selfishness will serve no good purpose.

Prof. Cahill See short biography 

 http://www.fides.org/ita/sanita/2006/cahill_130206.html
 (KC) (13/2/2006 Agenzia Fides; Righe: 87; Parole:1121)

EUROPE/ITALY - Deus caritas est and the secular man: 

contribution by Nicola Bux on first encyclical of Benedict XVI 

Rome – We publish a contribution on the first encyclical of Benedict XVI “Deus caritas est” by don Nicola Bux, docent at the Pugliese Faculty of Theology, Vice director of the Ecumenical Institute of Bari and Consultor to various Vatican Congregations.

“Forty years ago Hans Urs von Balthasar published Cordula oder der Ernstfall (tr.it. Cordula or a serious case) in which he foresaw a system which from east to west would have made its pivot reason’s self-criticism of its own finiteness and the absolute character of freedom: “In the Middle Ages these two terms would have been a complete  contradiction, because either the human person, who can measure his reasoning as finite, shares to some extent in infinite reason and truth, and therefore can have in his freedom a beginning of infiniteness, or the person, who declares seriously that reason is finite, would also have to admit  (reason and will be two related aspects of the same spirit) the finiteness of freedom”(p 61-62). The great theologian then exposed four theories on which the system would be founded: essence which becomes the function of existence freely projected; freedom which exists only as inter-subjectivity; the cosmos which speculatively can be imagined only as self-communication of freedom; lastly, since the whole being is closed in a circle of ideas and reality, that a God  out of this circle is superfluous. He concluded that the system “can now be experimentally manipulated without danger”(p 65). 

       Those theories led to the development of a system in the form of “dictatorship of relativism”, as Joseph Ratzinger denounced at the beginning of the conclave. In actual fact in 1998 John Paul II issued the encyclical Fides et ratio in which he affirmed “Abandoning the investigation of being, modern philosophical research has concentrated instead upon human knowing. Rather than make use of the human capacity to know the truth, modern philosophy has preferred to accentuate the ways in which this capacity is limited and conditioned. This has given rise to different forms of agnosticism and relativism which have led philosophical research to lose its way in the shifting sands of widespread scepticism. Recent times have seen the rise to prominence of various doctrines which tend to devalue even the truths which had been judged certain. A legitimate plurality of positions has yielded to an undifferentiated pluralism, based upon the assumption that all positions are equally valid, which is one of today's most widespread symptoms of the lack of confidence in truth”(FR 5). On many sides people were resentful and even scandalised, something like the reaction to the last interventions of Ratzinger as cardinal; people said it was a clerical offence against the laity, who were on the defensive. The point is that on the “offensive” there were also lay people, believers and non in Italy and beyond. So we understand why professor Giulio Giorello published a  pamphlet Di nessuna chiesa.La libertà del laico. Raffaello Cortina Editore, Milan 2005, calling on the laity to counter-attack. Which laity? Some commentators suggested that the lay person should redefine his identity.

      Difficult? Taking the term in the broad sense, the recently published Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, in answer to the question: what does God forbid when he says: “You will have no other God”? (art. 465) allows us to perceive some types: a secular person is a polytheist or an idolater, who deifies a creature, power, money, even the devil. The superstitious  person who practices divination, witchcraft and spiritualism. The anti-religious person who tempts God or profanes the sacred or even sells and buys spiritual realities. The atheist who denies the existence of God, basing his conviction on a false understanding of human autonomy. – is this the secular person? – or is he finally the agnostic, for whom nothing can be known about God, and which includes indifferentism and practical atheism . These are some people who are on both sides of the fence, so to say, between the sacred and the profane, religion and philosophy. Yes, because for some the figure of the lay person, it is written somewhere, is involved more or less everywhere in the world and in the Church. We can say that a person is born secular. Rightly someone asked Giorello: is philosophy sufficient? (Filippo La Porta, Caro Giorello, la filosofia non basta, Corriere della Sera, 26 July 2005, p 35). Yes, because ‘love for sofia’ should sooner of later lead to the search for it: now what happens when we find it in God? Is this not the moment when the secular man ‘exists in the sacred”? John Paul II demonstrated in Fides et ratio the almost ineluctability of the encounter between faith and reason, because both move towards and reach the same truth; when this is denied we have an abnormal figure: the secular relativist. Or also when it is said that there are many truths. How can this be? Because of the principle of non-contradiction, would they not end up annulling each  other? If it is recognised that man is  fallible, making a scientific presupposition precisely of this assumption, then we should humbly doubt that relativism is an equivalence of values but a competition even without wanting to impose. Let no one say competition does not imply a sentiment of superiority: otherwise how could one compete. Every vision of life implicates being considered ‘absolute’ and able to save, unless otherwise perceived. The absoluteness of the Christian faith – and in their own way of the other religions – lies in the idea and the person of the saviour. Why worry then? Admitting human fallibility means going back to Genesis; pluralism does not belong to modernity, if anything to the present day; tolerance may be modern, but in their time all religions have been tolerant otherwise they would not have survived.

      Therefore, instead of writing a secular catechism and defining oneself in the negative, it would be better to admit that man is a being by nature open to change: ideas, religions, decisions. This evidence cannot be denied. Is life not a drama ? Equivalence of values leads to becoming nihilist, it leads to indifference, immorality, homicide and suicide. This can all be avoided with the  commandment “thou shall have no other God”. 
     All that remains is to understand who is the secular man: an attempt, in the light of the encyclical Deus caritas est, to ‘examine’ the opinions in circulation with the desire to humbly point to clerics impatient to get involved in things of the world, some of them aporia: perhaps they could better discern whether they are helping – as it should be – the lay person to “ecclesialise” the world, in the most etymological and patristic sense re-launched by Balthasar, or if instead they are helping, perhaps unawares, secularism which tolerates lay people and clerics attracted only by the spirit,  therefore functional for the “the Church’s  pneumatic dissolution”, as it was vividly said by Giuliano Ferrara (R.Casadei, Papa della ragione, Tempi, 29 April 2005, p 11). (Don Nicola Bux)  (Agenzia Fides 16/2/2006, righe 75, parole 1.110)
VATICAN - Presented to the Holy Father Benedict XVI Pontifical Year Book 2006, the first in his Pontificate

Vatican City– The Annuario Pontificio 2006 (Pontifical Year Book) was presented to Pope Benedict XVI this morning Saturday 18 February by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, the Pope’s Secretary of State and Archbishop Leonardo Sandri, Secretary Substitute for general affairs. The publication, the first in the pontificate of Benedict XVI, was prepared under the supervision of Mgr. Vittorio Formenti of the Church’s Central Statistics Office in collaboration with Prof. Enrico Nenna and many other people. The book, available in Italian only, is printed by the Vatican Press and will be on sale soon in bookshops in and around the Vatican 

The Pope showed great interest in the new edition and thanked those involved in its production. We give some of the most interesting facts contained in the book. 

During 2005 the Pope created 15 new bishop’s Sees, 1 Metropolitan See and 1 Apostolic Administration and appointed 170 new bishops. In twelve months 2003 - 2004 the number of Catholics in the world rose from 1 billion 86 million to 1 billion 98 million with an increase of 12 million equal to 1.1 %. Comparing this increase with the fact the world population in the same period grew from 6 billion 301 million to 6 billion 388 million, we note that the relative presence of Catholics dropped by one thousandth: from 17.2 Catholics per 100 inhabitants in 2003 to 17.1 in 2004.

In keeping with the trend in recent years, the number of priests grew also in this period by 441 units and in 2004 was: 405,891 priests, 2/3 diocesan and 1/3 religious at world level, by continent as follows. Consistent increase in numbers in Asia and Africa, respectively  + 1,422 and + 840, no change in America and Oceania, whereas in Europe a drop in the number of priests with 1,876 less.

The number of permanent deacons has grown steadily with a high average growth since 1978, and in 2004 the number grew by 2.5% to 32,324 permanent deacons mainly in North America 47.3% and Europe 32.3%. The year referred to as a basis is 1978 (when there were only 5,562 permanent deacons)

The number of seminarians, diocesan and religious, also grows steadily and rose in the same 12 month period from 112,373 to 113,044. While old Europe shows a concerning decline the young Churches in Africa and Asia show encouraging vitality in vocations. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2006 – righe 35, parole 502)
VATICAN - Cardinal Sepe meets seminarians in Khartoum at the start of his pastoral to Sudan: “The Church has much confidence in you, and if you respond with generosity to the vocation of the Lord, you will be the principal authors of the growth of the Church, notwithstanding the great challenges you will have to face”

Khartoum – This morning the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe started his pastoral visit to Sudan at Khartoum’s St. Paul’s major seminary where he met seminarians and formation staff a country. The African country is working hard to restore national peace still threatened by pockets of persisting violence. “I am pleased that you are the first group with whom I meet in this blessed land of Sudan – the Cardinal said -  I am very happy to have this opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist with you.  Indeed, it always gives me joy and consolation to meet with such a big group of enthusiastic young men who have received the call of our Lord Jesus Christ and are determined to continue his apostolic ministry of building God’s kingdom here on earth.  May you also receive the blessing of the Holy Father who is often times thinking about you and is praying for your successful formation.”.
Cardinal Sepe celebrated Mass at the seminary which is marking its centenary this year, and during the homily he said it was important for formators and seminarians to work together. To the students he said: “My dear seminarians, following the example of the disciples of Christ,  you need to be humble people who are ready to listen and learn from your formators and all those who are involved in the formation process.”. And addressing the formation staff he said: “The delicate task for which you have been carefully chosen, the formation of the future priests, is the most important in the Church.  The Church is very well aware of your dedication.  No doubt, the young men who have been entrusted to your care, are expecting to get a lot from you: spiritually, academically, morally, socially, and whatever is to perfect them on their way to attaining their goal of being worth servants in the Lord’s vineyard.”.


In his address at a meeting after Mass Cardinal Sepe recalled “the precious contribution the Seminary has made to the Church of Sudan, in terms of preparing enthusiastic young men for the ordained pastoral ministry” and he reflected on the vocation to the priesthood and formation: clear understanding of the call received, union and communion with Jesus Christ, readiness to live a life of service, chastity and celibacy, obedience, simple life style and in a spirit of mission. 

Be conscious, my dear seminarians, –Cardinal Sepe concluded-, that the Church has much confidence in you, and if you respond with generosity to the vocation of the Lord, you will be the principal authors of the growth of the Church, notwithstanding the great challenges you will have to face.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/2/2006, righe 28, parole 415)
See homily English and Italian versions

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=91#
See address English and Italian versions

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=92#
VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe continues his Pastoral in Sudan: “The whole Church is with you and sustains you with faith and charity”

Vatican City–Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples  Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe continues his pastoral visit to the Church in Sudan. On Saturday 18 February he visited a refugee camp in Jabarona and later had a meeting with the catechists of the archdiocese of Khartoum. “I wish to begin by expressing our deep thanks for the great contribution you have made and continue to make towards the growth of the Church in this area, he told them, Without this contribution, perhaps the story of the Church in the Sudan would be quite different today. Indeed, without the active participation of so many catechists, lay leaders, and men and women of deep faith, you would not now be reaping the fruits of the seeds the missionaries sowed in this region.  And as I encourage you, I also wish to take this opportunity today to invite you to continue to "give your hands and hearts to Christ" and make sure that his mission continues”. In his address Card. Sepe spoke of the identity and role of catechists in the Church and in the world: “your role is to be salt and leaven in the Church and in the world and through the example of your life to continually renew and improve the life of all with whom you come into contact” the Cardinal said
The last event of the day on Saturday was a meeting with the Bishops of Sudan including Cardinal Gabriel Wako archbishop of Khartoum and the chairman of the Bishops’ Conference Bishop Paolino Lukudu Loro. The papal nuncio Archbishop Dominique Mamberti was also present. Cardinal Sepe told the Bishops he had come with a message of solidarity and concern from the Pope and the whole Church with regard to the “the deplorable situation you encounter in your pastoral ministry”. “I want to assure you that the Holy Father is following with particular attention all that is happening and continues to pray for your Country which has suffered a serious regression in the various aspects of life because of hatred, war and religious extremism.  Yes, the whole Church is with you and supports you in faith and in charity”.

On Sunday 19 February the Cardinal had a meeting with the clergy, religious and lay people in Khartoum’s Catholic Cathedral. He said: “in the name of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples I wish to begin by expressing our deep thanks for the great contribution you have made and continue to make towards the growth of the Church in this area despite the long standing civil war, which has paralysed progress in the various spheres of life”. In his address the Cardinal reminded those present that Christians are called to permanent mission and service of the Kingdom of God: “You need to re-launch and give a fresh impulse to your missionary commitment in the Church of Sudan and society at large, where there is an urgent need of renewal and reconstruction in various aspects of life..” said Cardinal Sepe recalling indispensable values to be kept in mind: the Church’s mission is guided by Charity, it is rooted in union with God and is realised in unity and communion and needs co-ordination in pastoral activity.
In the afternoon at the Comboni Playground the Cardinal presided the ordination to the Silvestro Mogga Alexander. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/2/2006, righe 34, parole 496)

See address to catechists

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=93#
see address to Bishops

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=94#
see address to clergy, religious and lay people 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=95#
see homily for ordination

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=96#
VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe in Juba, Sudan: “The Lord once again, invites all of you, priests, religious men and women, and the lay faithful to unite yourselves closely with him, and he sends you to every town and village in Sudan to announce his Kingdom of love, reconciliation, justice and peace”

Juba– After his  pastoral visit  to Khartoum, Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is now in the archdiocese of Juba. “Juba is a city with a long history, it is important for the Church as a metropolitan see and also for the government of the Southern part Sudan  – Cardinal Sepe said to the local Catholic community gathered in the parish church of Saint Joseph -. No one can deny the importance of this region marked by the courageous presence of Christians of various denominations who work together in a spirit of Christian charity to promote the Gospel values of reconciliation and justice and peace in your region and all over Sudan”. With regard to the reason for his pastoral visit the Cardinal said: “I have come on behalf of the Holy Father to confirm you in the faith and assure you that you are not alone. The Holy Father wants us all to grow in charity and respect for people of different faiths and traditions so as to serve humanity together”. 


In his homily during Mass at the Cathedral dedicated to Saint Theresa the Cardinal spoke about mission. “I have come to confirm you in the faith and remind you of the important mission which the Lord entrusted to the people of God  – said Cardinal Sepe - . On behalf of the Pope I thank you for being keeping the faith in the face of many temptations and trials. Dear brothers and sisters we are called to permanent mission and service for the Kingdom of God and God’s Kingdom is not only a reality to announce, it is something which Jesus showed with his works. The Kingdom is present when ever and wherever God’s will is done”. The Cardinal the said: “I do understand that the mission ahead of you is, indeed, very pressing and challenging. However, you need to re-launch and give a fresh impulse to your missionary commitment in the Church of Sudan and society at large, where there is an urgent need of renewal and reconstruction in various aspects of life”. Among the values indispensable for successful mission the Cardinal mentioned charity as a guide for all mission, the need to be in constant spiritual communion with Christ through prayer and the sacraments and efforts to coordinate pastoral activity without dispersion and with one goal. The Cardinal concluded his homily with these words: “The Lord once again, invites all of you, priests, religious men and women, and the lay faithful to unite yourselves closely with him, and he sends you to every town and village in Sudan to announce his Kingdom of love, reconciliation, justice and peace”.

Meeting with clergy, religious and lay Catholics on the evening of Monday 20 February  Cardinal Sepe expressed gratitude  “for the great contribution you have made and continue to make towards the growth of the Church in this area despite the long standing civil war”. Besides the “urgent need of promoting, reconciliation, forgiveness and peace in Sudan, the work which the Church has also to champion” the Cardinal mentioned some pastoral matters requiring attention: deterioration of the true Christian family life, which is manifested in tendencies such as polygamy and a limited number of sacramental marriages; proliferation of sects; Poverty;  forced conversion to other religions and especially Islam, and the danger of tribalism. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/2/2006, righe 41, parole 604)

See address at St. Joseph’s parish

See homily at St. Theresa’s Cathedral

See address to clergy, religious and laity 
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=97#
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=98#
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=99#
VATICAN - Cardinal Sepe tells seminarians in Juba, Sudan: “The clerical state is not one of privilege, but one of humble and disinterested self-giving to others in the example of Jesus at the Last Supper”

Juba – On 21 February the fourth day of his pastoral visit to Sudan Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples visited the minor seminary of  St. Lawrence in Juba. In his address to the students he said: “The clerical state is not one of privilege, but one of humble and disinterested self-giving to others in the example of Jesus at the Last Supper, who laid aside his garments and washed the feet of his disciples... As seminarians you should learn that your vocation is not to command or to enjoy honours and be esteemed because of your social position, but you are called to a life built on the evangelical counsels of poverty, self-denial, obedience, and chastity”. The Cardinal also reminded them of the importance of personal and liturgical prayer. “The habit of prayer is an absolute necessity, and you must do everything to cultivate and nourish both personal prayer and liturgical prayer. Besides the graces which flow from the Eucharist, we need frequent recourse to the Sacrament of Reconciliation. … It is here in the Seminary that you learn to open your eyes, your ears, and your heart to the needs of others so that you can become that "alter Christus" which is your goal.”.
With regard to celibacy and the evangelical virtue of chastity the Cardinal said “While it is not easy to observe in any one place, it can everywhere be successfully and happily observed with the grace of God...while maintaining constant and intimate union with Christ especially through personal prayer”. 

After visiting the seminary the Cardinal had a meeting with Catechists whom he encouraged and also warned of obstacles to preaching the Gospel: “As catechists, in the work of evangelisation, you are well aware of just how fragile the faith is in many areas. Socio-political forces and the erosion of family values, coupled with creeping secularism and the rise in problems such as urbanisation, unemployment, and materialism, all make preaching the Good News of Hope and Salvation most difficult”. Other aspects which render the mission o catechists difficult the Cardinal said include poverty situations of unjustified violence and conflicting interests. He encouraged the catechists not to lose heart and said: “For this reason, precisely, I wish to remind you, above all, of the essential importance of prayer, “for apart from me - says Jesus – you can do nothing” (Jn. 15:5).  Apart from this, look after your doctrinal, and pedagogical preparation, beware of the challenge of sects and all the other negative tendencies that might divide you, such as tribalism and ethnicity.  Never tire of leading an exemplary life, which is to edify the groups that are under your care.”

The Prefect of the Missionary Congregation then departed from Juba and travelled to Rumbek, where, after greeting the local authorities he met the clergy, religious and lay people who work with the Bishop of Rumbek, Bishop Mazzolari in pastoral service and evangelisation. Rumbek is one of the dioceses in Sudan which suffered most from isolation with serious consequences for pastoral care. “Thanks to the missionary zeal of your Bishop, together with your good collaboration, you can now start reaping the fruits of your work” the Cardinal said expressing gratitude for their services offered to the Church and the nation and encouraging all to persevere “I invite you to continue wholeheartedly to serve the Church and make sure that the mission of the Risen Lord is continuing through your apostolate.”. Cardinal Sepe called for efforts to coordinate common pastoral attention to the future, asking especially for a concerted effort in the formation of the pastoral agents, for the ministry of proclamation and evangelisation.. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/2/2006, righe 43, parole 574)
See address to seminarians http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=100#
see address to catechists http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=101#
see address to clergy, religious and lay people http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=102#
VATICAN - Cardinal Sepe in Wau: “Let us thank God together for founding his Church on the rock of Peter. As the opening prayer suggests let us pray intensely that amid the upheavals of the world, she may not be shaken but advance with courage and trust.”

Rumbek– Before departing for the diocese of Wau on Wednesday 22 February Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe celebrated mass in the Catholic cathedral in Rumbek. In the feast of the Chair of Peter the prefect of the Missionary Congregation said on this day Catholics thank God especially  “for building his Church upon Peter the rock”, and to pray  “intensely that amid the upheavals of the world, she may not be shaken but advance with courage and trust.… for the Pope and all those who support him and collaborate in this grave duty of conserving the apostolic faith and unity in the Church.”. Recalling that fifty years have passed since Rumbek became an Apostolic Vicariate an anniversary celebrated last year, the Cardinal said : “since the arrival of Comboni Missionaries in Wau to begin their work of evangelisation, the local church has not ceased to expand and develop.  The inexhaustible and clearly heroic apostolate of the missionaries, who undertook and fostered their pastoral work with a keen sense of social justice, has produced many numerous and praiseworthy blessings that remain a lasting heritage of spiritual and cultural value for the faithful of today”. Although the seed of the Gospel planted by the missionaries has borne much fruit,  Card. Sepe stressed the need to consolidate the faith.


In the diocese of Wau, where he went immediately after the Mass in the Catholic cathedral in Rumbek, the Cardinal met first with a delegation of the local civil authorities and then had a meeting with the local Catechists urging them to strive for ever deeper communion in Christ. “if we want our ministry to bear fruit, fruit that will abide, according to the expressed desire of Christ (Jn 15:16), then our union with him is not an option; it is a must. And it is a union rooted in the totality of our being. We are called to live a life of love for Christ and to love all that is in and of Christ in the world”. And he encouraged them to “continue to deepen your Christian life through an ever more personal union with Christ, in the Eucharist, who will constantly strengthen you for the missionary work you have to carry out”. 


In his homily during Mass in the Catholic cathedral in Wau Cardinal Sepe stressed the importance of the feast of the Chair of Peter and he said: “I invite you to pray for the Holy Father and all those who collaborate with him in the apostolic work of transmitting faith to the ends of the earth.  Let us ask  the Lord to give to the Church, dedicated ministers who are ready to confirm the faithful in their faith and to guide their way in truth and love, so that they may survive the storms of the world and become an ever more effective sign and instrument of unity for the entire human race (cf. Lumen gentium, n. 1).” 

The last meeting was with the clergy, religious and laity: “my principal aim in meeting with you today is to express the gratitude of the Church for the many good works, which you have already accomplished in the name of Christ – the Cardinal said - At the same time, I wish to turn your common pastoral attention to the future, asking especially for a concerted effort in the formation of the pastoral agents, for the ministry of proclamation and evangelisation.  The Lord once again, invites all of you, Priests, religious men and women, and the lay faithful to unite yourselves closely with him, and he sends you to every town and village in Wau to announce his Kingdom of love and peace.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2006, righe 39, parole 591)

See homily in Rumbek
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=103#
See homily in Wau

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=104#
See address to catechists in Wau

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=105#
See address to clergy, religious and laity in Wau

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=106#
VATICAN - Cardinal Sepe in Darfur among Christian refugees: “My presence in this refugee camp is to show the Church’s solidarity with you as she continues to preach the Gospel of truth, love, justice and peace, while urging all the people of good will to intervene not only in offering you hospitality, a listening ear, assistance and protection, but also in appealing to States and the international community to take decisive action in order to stop this awful situation”

Nyala– On the last lap of his pastoral visit to Sudan Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples visited refugees in Darfur. To these people in this tragic situation which has lasted so long, the Cardinal carried comfort and blessing of Pope Benedict XVI: “I want to assure you that the Holy Father is following with particular attention all that is happening and continues to pray for your Country which has been tormented by hatred, by war and by religious extremism – the Cardinal said - Yes, the whole Church is with you and supports you in faith and in charity.”. 


The Prefect of the Missionary Congregation explained the reason for his visit: “My presence in this refugee camp is to show the Church’s solidarity with you as she continues to preach the Gospel of truth, love, justice and peace, while urging all the people of good will to intervene not only in offering you hospitality, a listening ear, assistance and protection, but also in appealing to States and the international community to take decisive action in order to stop this awful situation”. Mentioning Venerable Pope John Paul II, who denounced the situation in Darfur come “a shameful wound of our time” (25/6/1982), Cardinal Sepe expressed admiration and gratitude to the Church organisations, international agencies and other charitable bodies which are helping to bring aid to the refugees, encouraging them to continue in their mission.

“Dear brothers and sisters, the Gospel truths, of universal and unlimited charity, justice and peace , can be understood by those who have faith.  –Cardinal Sepe told the Christian community in the refugee camp -. For this reason I have come here to strengthen you in your faith and to ask you not to lose heart, knowing that even in your sufferings and anguish, the loving God is with you and listening to your cry… Do not be afraid and be assured of the Church’s presence among you, indeed, the presence of God who is working through her and all those people of good will, who are disposed to collaborate with her to promote the Gospel of peace as it was affirmed by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI in his Message for this year’s celebration of the World Day of Peace: “The United Nations Organisation must become a more efficient instrument for promoting the values of justice, solidarity and peace in the world. For her part, the Church, in fidelity to the mission she has received from her Founder, is committed to proclaiming everywhere ''the Gospel of peace''. In the firm conviction that she offers an indispensable service to all those who strive to promote peace, she reminds everyone that, if peace is to be authentic and lasting, it must be built on the bedrock of the truth about God and the truth about man. This truth alone can create a sensitivity to justice and openness to love and solidarity, while encouraging everyone to work for a truly free and harmonious human family.”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/2/2006, righe 29, parole 438)

See the address in Darfur
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=107#
VATICAN - Interview with Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples who just returned from a Pastoral Visit to  Sudan 

Vatican City– Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples just returned from a Pastoral Visit to Sudan 17 to 25 February. We asked him about his impressions.     

Your Eminence you have just returned from a visit to Sudan a country still struggling to consolidate peace and where pockets of violence and emergency still exist. While you were there a government helicopter was shot down, a cholera warning was issued and several rebel incursions were reported...Why did you undertake this journey ?

I gladly accepted the invitation of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sudan to visit their country. I went also on behalf of  Pope Benedict XVI to assure the people of his solidarity and his Apostolic Blessing. I wished to demonstrate the concern of the whole Church for the deplorable situation of our brothers and sisters in Sudan, where hatred, war and religious extremism have rendered life very difficult for at least twenty years. I wanted also to hand over the money collected by our Propaganda Fide Christmas Auction in favour of the missions, this year in aid of children in Sudan. A small gesture, a  drop in the ocean, but many drops make the river grow...as St Paul writes in his Letter to the Corinthians, the body is one but it has many members and when one suffers all suffer. So the Church spread all over the world in one in the love of the Father and the whole Church suffers when one of its members even in a remote area of the world suffers for some reason or another. I made this pastoral visit to assure the Church in Sudan that she need not feel abandoned, the whole Church sustains her with faith, prayer and charity.

What situation did you find ?

An extremely complex situation from the religious, social and economic points of view. Long years of civil war have left a heavy mark: guerrilla warfare, unwarranted violence, vandalism... not to mention destruction of infrastructures, public offices, spreading disease, extreme poverty which condition life particularly of the younger generations. Many priests and religious are among those who suffered  and are now trying to recuperate after trauma caused by the civil war. Not to mention the tragedy of Darfur, still an open and bleeding wound 

In this context what is the situation of the Church?  How does it carry on its mission?

The Church in Sudan has never stopped working to announce Christ and the Good News, to promote reconciliation and peace, even in extremely difficult conditions. On behalf of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples I thanked the Bishops, the clergy, the religious and the laity, the catechists especially who continue to build up the Church in this country and do their best to guarantee education for the children, medical care for the sick, assistance for the poor irrespective or race or religion. The problems were are still are many from north to south where the life and mission of the Church were heavily conditioned during the civil war. Now, since a peace agreement was signed a year ago, it is hoped the country will return to normality. It was recognised on many sides that during the war the Church was ever present striving to promote peace, standing with and assisting the suffering people, working to promote reconciliation and settle disputes. The Church does not offer political solutions, this is not her duty, but she always reminds people, believers and non of the principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the dignity of every human person created in the image and likeness of God. Now it is necessary to restore confidence and hope in the future also through ecumenical initiatives with the other Christians present in Sudan. Because the mission of the Church in the mission of Christ which continues in history. In his first encyclical  Deus Caritas Est Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that: “Love is the service that the Church carries out in order to attend constantly to man’s suffering and his needs including material needs. (…) With regard to the personnel who carry out the Church’s charitable activity on the practical level, the essential has already been said: they must not be inspired by ideologies aimed at improving the world, but should rather be guided by the faith which works through love” (DCE 19; 33).

What obstacles does the Church in Sudan meet in its pastoral work ?

The main obstacles are common to many parts of our world although in Sudan they are connected to the particular situation: the main obstacle is that people do not want to listen to the message of Christ because it touches the person and questions his or her behaviour. The erosion of many values including the concept of the family and Christian marriage, secularism, urbanisation, unemployment, materialism, combined with a fundamental fragility of faith render the preaching of the Good News difficult also in Sudan. Nor must we overlook various forms of poverty, unjustified violence, conflicting interests, egoism, abuse of power which strike mainly the most vulnerable. Another serious problem are religious sects ever more active and aggressive, forced conversions and the influence of other negative tendencies such as  tribalism and ethnic-centrism. I encouraged the local Catholics not to be discouraged or tempted to give up in the face of so many difficulties, offering them the example of St Paul, who was attacked, insulted, rejected, abused, imprisoned and finally condemned to death for his preaching, but he never desisted. He was never ashamed of his ministry because it made manifest the power of God (Cf. Rom 1, 16). For Paul love was the strongest force: “Love of Christ urges us on” (2 Cor 5, 14). This is understood by the bishops, clergy, religious, lay people and catechists who are determined to continue their ministry ion with generosity.
How can the local Church respond to these problems ?

The Church is engaged on several fronts, starting with initial and ongoing formation for all, seminarians, clergy, men and women religious, the laity in particular the catechists who are the backbone of the work of capillary evangelisation. The process of intellectual and human formation, like charitable activity and social services, are based on a life of faith in union with Christ through daily prayer, celebration of the sacraments, study and meditation of the Word of God. All these aspects must be addressed and promoted. On my visit I underlined the need for constant search for unity in the Church and co-ordination of pastoral activities to avoid waste of energy or double planning of similar activities. 

You were a long way from Rome when you celebrated the 5th anniversary of your nomination as Cardinal and the feast of the Chair of Peter. What were your feelings on these two celebrations?

I consider it a gift from God to have celebrated these two recurrences in a mission field and with deep emotion. In the past the position of a Cardinal was seen as an honour, a privilege,  a place as princes of the Church. Today very rightly, Cardinals are recognised as co-workers with the Successor of Peter to tend to and build up the Church all over the world. In that beloved African land I was keenly aware of the importance of my ministry; I was strengthened in my faith and I felt like Simon of Cyrene called to help the Lord carry his cross. Our brothers and sisters of Sudan have been carrying the cross for many years, a heavy cross, at times almost overwhelming with its weight. But this suffering is not an end in itself. For those who possess the gift of faith the shadows of Calvary are always followed by the dawn of the Resurrection. For  my part I encouraged them on their path, I shared for a while their anguish and urged them to grow in hope which is never disappointed  because it comes from God.

On the feast of the Chair of Peter I celebrated Mass twice, in the morning at Rumbek cathedral and again in the afternoon at Wau cathedral. One might imagine that geographical distance from Rome would weaken bonds with the See of Peter but this is not at all true. It was quite clear that those people were keenly aware of the closeness of the Holy Father, his continual concern for their plight, his prayers and solidarity in many ways. With deep devotion they bowed their heads to receive the Pope’s the Apostolic Blessing and when I invited them to pray for Pope Benedict XVI their eyes were filled with intense spiritual participation. It was a profound experience of the Catholicity of Christ’s Church built on the blood of the Apostles and guided by the Successor of Peter. Very moving was the moment when we all sang in Latin the hymn, Let us pray for our Pope Benedict. “Dominus conservet Eum…”, which was followed by a warm applause and shouts of joy.

 

At the end of this  pastoral journey there was a visit to the travailed region of Darfur…  

I would repeat the call I made when I visited the camp for displaced persons in  Darfur, the last lap of my visit to Sudan, the most painful.  I wanted my presence in the camp to demonstrate the Church’s concern and solidarity as she continues to preach the Gospel of truth, love, justice and peace. From the camp I called on all men and women of good will to give assistance and protection to displaced persons and I called on the international community to undertake initiatives to stop what venerable Pope John Paul II referred to as “a shameful wound of our day”. During my visit I was impressed by the joy and enthusiasm of the Catholic community and their pride in their faith even in that martyred land. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/2/2006, righe 131, parole 1.768) 

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello

Vatican City – Religious freedom. Today we start a new weekly feature «Words of Doctrine» and our first topic is a timely theme the focus of debate in the present day international situation. Religious freedom has its roots in the past where it was described as  the believer’s claim to the right to profess his or her faith. Ancient civilisations knew nothing of the demand for a distinction between the civil sphere and the religious sphere. The sovereign coincided with divinity and created a point of convergence between the sacred and the profane, civil and religious. This philosophical-religious understanding will continue even in the juridically evolved Roman civilisation, in which the imperial claim to divinity will represent a legal-moral obligation for the people, in relation to loyalty to the state. The Jewish culture was among the first to introduce the distinction between obedience to a constituent power which claimed a divine prerogative and obedience to one’s conscience. A complete novelty in the historical, philosophical and juridical panorama, Christianity claimed the right not to burn incense to the emperor and to profess faith in Jesus Christ.Tertullian writes with, with singular incisiveness: «Make sure it is not already a crime of foolishness to deny men freedom of religion and prohibit their choice of gods. That is not to allow man  to honour whom he wishes to honour» (Apologeticum, XXIV, 6).The principle of distinction between the civil and religious spheres was introduced in the history of humanity by Jesus Christ who said: «Give to Cesar what is of Cesar and to God what is of God » (Mt 22, 21).The witness of Christian martyrs in the first three centuries of our era was one of the most significant pages of the history of religious freedom which must be defended and claimed at any cost in history in which religious freedom and freedom of conscience although philosophically distinct are interwoven showing two concepts inseparable in relation in a clear circle of reciprocal justification. Religious freedom presents itself as a constitutive element of the human person, inborn and natural human rights, which cannot be affected by any external impediment of either state of public character or of a relational-interpersonal nature. The sole «conditioning » tolerated by religious freedom is that of obedience to and coherence with conscience, in harmony with the correct use of reason which searches for the truth and lives according to found truth and with respect for public order. Integral part of this «order» are respect for others and the known principle of  reciprocity. The juridical positivisation of religious freedom has seen in our day a flourish of international documents, state constitutions in which it is affirmed as an inalienable right. The ideologies of the 20th century, the resurgence of religious fundamentalism and a certain widespread mentality  ideologically rooted in secular positions incapable of authentic dialogue, are a framework in which even at the heart of so called «post-modernity» it is possible to experience serious violation of religious freedom, demonstrating how the latter is always a principle to defend with indomitable vigilance.The ample treatment of the theme in the declaration Dignitatis humanae issued by Vatican II (AAS 58-1966, 929-946), which roots religious freedom in the dignity of the human person and demands its full recognition for individuals and for communities in juridical acts of society, represents an essential contribution for understanding the very nature of religious freedom. However the Conciliar text must be understood in the light of a precise historical circumstance  (the condition of Christians persecuted by the totalitarian regimes of the 20th century) and an essential theological condition: the exclusion of any form of theocentric pluralism which tends to put all religions on the same level with regard to the truth. If the men and women who profess them have the same rights and dignities, the question of the truth can never be evaded. The pontificate of Benedict XVI is happily focussing on the «dialogue of truth». This dialogue is necessarily based on the common recognition – against any relativist pretext – that the Truth has been revealed and has  made Itself known to believers. (Agenzia Fides 23/2/2006 – righe 55, parole 723) 
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