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 FIDES Service – 31 December  2005

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Decembris 
pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus I – Numerus IX, Dicember A.D. MMV

The month of December 2005 for the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI was an opportune time to explain the true significance of Advent and Christmas. Advent, Pope Benedict XVI underlined several times, is a season of expectation. It is a period in which we wait with faith, like Most Holy Mary and Saint Joseph, for the coming of the Son of God into the world. Christmas is the celebration of the mystery of the Incarnation of the  Messiah, a mystery through which – and this concept was also affirmed often by the Holy Father – God becomes close to mankind, he becomes a person who can be addressed as a friend or family member. Besides Advent and Christmas in his teaching in this month the Pontiff gave ample space to commemorating the Second Vatican Council. In fact on 8 December 2005, Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, there were celebrations for the 40th anniversary of the closing of  Vatican II and on various occasions Pope Benedict XVI referred to the different Conciliar texts promulgated urging the faithful to read them again in order to gain a deeper understanding. Also in his address on 22 December to the Curia in the occasion of the exchanging of Christmas wishes, Benedict XVI explained how the Council should be interpreted and kept in mind by the whole Church. The Council, the Holy Father said, was an updating of the Church in line with tradition, not a break with the past. In the season of Christmas, contemplating the Holy Family, the Holy Father took the opportunity to stress once again the importance of the family as an institution and the need to protect life beginning with the human embryo, and on the feast of the first martyr, Saint Stephen, he recalled that in our day too in various parts of the world, to profess the Christian faith demands “the heroism of a martyr”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 December 2005 – Angelus

3 December 2005 – Audience for participants at 3rd meeting of Latin American Bishops’ Commissions for Life 
4 December 2005 - Angelus

7 December 2005 – General Audience
8 December 2005 – Homily on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the 40th anniversary of the conclusion of Second Vatican Council 
8 December 2005 – Angelus

8 December 2005 – Address and homage at Piazza di Spagna

8 December 2005 – Message for 14th World Day of the Sick  

10 December 2005 – Audience for men and women Religious of the diocese of Rome
11 December 2005 – Angelus

14 December 2005 – General Audience
14 December 2005 – Message for World Peace Day
15 December 2005 – Speech to University Students
18 December 2005 – Angelus

22 December 2005 – Christmas address to the Curia
24 December 2005 – Homily Midnight Mass
25 December 2005 – Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing
26 December 2005 – Angelus

28 December 2005 – General Audience
30 December 2005 – Visita al Dispensario Pontificio Santa Marta
31 December 2005 – First Vespers solemnity of the Mother of God and Te Deum

· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Advent
Vatican II

God is faithful
Embryo
Family
John Paul II

Immaculate Conception
The Sick
Martyrdom
Christmas
Peace

Saint Joseph
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Ecumenism –Appreciation of Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew for the Holy Childhood Meeting for Countries of the Mediterranean and Eastern Europe held for the first time in Greece: “May your work bear fruit for the good of little ones and the glory of the Most Holy Trinity” 

Martyrdom – Names of those killed while on mission in the year 2005 
Mission – Sisters of Charity of Miyazaki in Tokyo celebrate new professions
Mission – Sowers of Stars 2005: Holy Childhood children in the streets in Spain to wish people happy Christmas from missionaries 
Mission - “2005 will not go down in history as a year of glory” says missionary in Malawi where famine threatens millions of people
Mission - With her hidden and humble life Madre Casini had the intuition of sustaining the mission of priests: “even little gestures, signs and stories help to build the history of the Church and the world” 
Christmas - “Representations of the Nativity in Art”: Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President Pontifical Council for the Cultural Patrimony of the Church 
Christmas - “Christmas finds children in northern Uganda like the Holy Infant Jesus who had to flee into Egypt” says a missionary northern Uganda scene of LRA violence
Peace - Acholi Religious leaders Peace Initiative ARPLI commemorate some 6,000 men, women and children brutally murdered three years ago by LRA
Peace  - Bishops of Uganda have urged the government to establish a “Truth and Reconciliation Commission” to solve the bloody conflicts which have plagued the country for some time

Peace – Papal Nuncio vistis Moluccas just before Christmas:  may the Catholic community ward off violence and spread a message of peace

Sudan -“Children who have lost one or both parents are a major concern for the Catholic Church in Sudan” says Cardinal Gabriel Zubeir Wako, archbishop of Khartoum
Sudan -Little girl orphans are the most tragically affected in Sudan’s drama” says Sr Fulgida Gasparini, Comboni provincial for Southern Sudan
Sudan -“Five year olds set example of solidarity which secures peace” say Comboni missionaries underlining that peace demands guaranteed development 
Sudan - The Pope and some Cardinals offer objects for CEP auction in aid of children in Sudan

Sudan - Since July 2004 ACT-Caritas assisted 250,000 children in troubled Darfur region 
· QUAESTIONES

“O Mother intercede for us and for all who suffer because of religious persecution, injustice, discrimination, war”: Cardinal Sepe prays to Our Lady of Lavang
“I know the Lord is a Father to the Church in Viêt Nam and very generous in his blessings. The apostolic results we see are fruits of common efforts and sincere and fraternal collaboration”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe in Huê”
Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe on pastoral visit to Ho Chi Minh City archdiocese: “St Francis Xavier responded generously to the Lord’s command, crossing the world to announce Christ. Today the missionary situation is no better”

VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe concludes pastoral visit in Vietnam inaugurating new diocese of Bà Ria and installing first Bishop: the Church in Vietnam is living an important page in its history, a page of joy and hope

THE POPE’S MISSIONARY PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2006

“For migrants: may they be recognised persons created in the image and likeness of God and welcomed with respect and charity ”.

Comment by Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi C.S., Holy See permanent observer to the United Nations and International Organisations in Geneva
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 December 2005 
VATICAN - New call from Benedict XVI: “the leaders of nations and all people of good will to unite and put a stop to the violence that disfigures humanity and places a heavy mortgage on the development of mankind and the hope of many peoples”
Vatican City– On December 1 Pope Benedict XVI  received the Letters of Credence of eleven new ambassadors to the Holy See. After greeting the diplomats, he gave each of them a written message concerning the civil and religious situation in their own particular countries. In his French-language address to the assembled ambassadors, the Holy Father pointed out how "news of war arrives from all over the world," and made a fresh call for "the leaders of nations and all people of good will to unite and put a stop to the violence that disfigures humanity and places a heavy mortgage on the development of mankind and the hope of many peoples”. In the Sala Clementina the Holy Father met the representatives of Tanzania, Nepal, Finland, Santa Lucia, El Salvador, Denmark, South Africa, Algeria, Eritrea, Togo and Andorra.


“Without a universal commitment to peace - in order to create a climate of pacification and a spirit of reconciliation at all levels of social life, beginning with the family - it is not possible to progress along the road to a pacified society.” Benedict XVI indicated that “in order to achieve ever more harmonious development among peoples, it is important to pay special attention to youth, ensuring that families and the various educational structures are provided with the means to form and educate the young, transmitting essential spiritual, moral and social values, and preparing them for a better future. The young must be made truly aware of their role in society and of the behaviour they must adopt in order to serve the common good and to pay attention to everyone's needs.”. 

He then gave assurances that the Catholic Church, “present on all continents, will not cease to offer her assistance through numerous educational initiatives, and by forming people's religious conscience to ensure the development of a sense of fraternity and solidarity”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/12/2005, righe 21, parole 303)

3 December 2005 - audience with participants at meeting of presidents of the Latin American Bishops’ Commissions for the Family and Life
VATICAN “It is necessary to announce with new enthusiasm that the Gospel of the family is a path to human and spiritual fulfilment...and to help people realise the intrinsic evil of abortion” Pope Benedict XVI tells presidents of Latin American Bishops’ Commissions for the Family and Life  

Vatican City –. The meeting is being promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Family presided by Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo. “It is necessary to announce with new enthusiasm that the Gospel of the family is a path to human and spiritual fulfilment, in the certainty that the Lord is ever present with his grace – the Pope told the participants - . This announcement has often been deformed by mistaken concepts of matrimony and the family which fail to respect God’s original project. To the point that we have the invention of new forms of matrimony which alter its specific nature and are unheard of in many cultures” he said.

“Also with regard to life we see new attitudes which threaten this fundamental right – the Pope continued -.The elimination of the embryo is being facilitated, as is its use in the name of scientific progress which, in not recognizing its own limits and not accepting all the moral principles that enable the dignity of the person to be protected, becomes a threat to human beings themselves. When these levels are reached society suffers the consequences and its foundations are shaken with all sorts of danger”.

In his address the Pontiff thanked the Bishops for their pastoral efforts “to safeguard the fundamental values of marriage and the family threatened by the present day phenomenon of secularisation which prevents the social conscience from fully realising the identity and mission of the institution of the family and more recently by pressure of unjust laws which ignore the family’s fundamental rights”. Pope Benedict XVI also recalled the Church’s duty to “present in all its richness the unique value of matrimony which is a natural institution and is therefore ‘patrimony of humanity”.

The Holy Father noted with satisfaction growing and consolidated efforts on the part of local Churches in Latin America to support the family which is “rooted in God’s loving plan and is an irreplaceable model for the common good of humanity”. He said also that in Latin America, as everywhere “children have the right to be born and to grow up in a family founded on marriage where parents are the children’s first educators in the faith and where children reach full human and spiritual maturity. Children are truly the greatest treasure and wealth of every family” the Pope said. Hence the need to help people “realise the intrinsic evil of abortion which kills life as it is beginning and is an attack on society. Therefore politicians and legislators, as servants of the common good, have the duty to defend the fundamental right to life, fruit of God’s love”. This calls for sound preparation of all pastoral workers, clergy and laity.

At the end of his address the Holy Father mentioned the 5th World Meeting of Families which will take place next year in  Valencia, Spain, encouraging those with “the difficult task of preparing the event”, and he said he hoped many delegations from Latin America would be present. “For my part – the Pope concluded -, I give full support to this meeting and place it under the loving protection of the Holy Family”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2005, righe 40, parole 563)

4 December 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus prayer recalls that  “religious freedom is far from guaranteed effectively and everywhere” and asks those present to pray “that every man and women may realise to the full the religious vocation inscribed in the depth of every being”
Vatican City – In the spirit of Advent, when “the ecclesial Community prepares to celebrate the great mystery of the Incarnation it is called to rediscover and deepen its personal relation with God”, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI meditated at the Angelus on Sunday 4 December on religious freedom. “Just as God is supremely free in revealing himself and giving himself since he is moved only by love, so too the human person freely, although dutifully, gives: God is waiting for a response of love” the Pope said in his address telling those present to look to Mary “perfect model of this response”.

The relation between truth and freedom was the subject of profound reflection by Vatican II and the result was the Declaration "Dignitatis humanae" on religious freedom, on the “right of individuals and communities to search for the truth and freely profess their beliefs”. The Holy Father Benedict XVI recalled that “religious freedom derives from the singular dignity of the human person among all the creatures of the earth only man is able to establish a free and conscious relationship with the Creator … The Council gives ample space to religious freedom which must be guaranteed for individuals and communities with respect for legitimate demands of public order. And this Council teaching forty years later is still very relevant. In fact religious freedom is far from guaranteed effectively and everywhere: in some cases it is denied for religious or ideological reasons; other times while recognised on paper, it is hindered in facts by political powers or, in a more underhand manner, by cultural ruling predominance of agnosticism and relativism”.

The Pope urged those present to pray “that every man and women may realise to the full the religious vocation inscribed in the depth of every being” and he invoked the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  “may she help us to recognise in the face of the Child at Bethlehem, conceived in her immaculate womb, the divine Redeemer who came into the world to reveal to us the authentic face of God”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2005; righe 23, parole 328)

7 December 2005 – general audience

 VATICAN - “We must be certain that however burdensome and stormy are the trials that await us, we will never be left alone, we will never fall from the Lord's hands, the hands that created us and now follow us on life's itinerary”: Pope Benedict XVI explains Psalm 137 In his reflection addressed to some 20,000 visitors at the Wednesday audience this morning in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI focused on Psalm 137 (“thanksgiving”) – vespers Tuesday week 4. The psalmist starts with a personal hymn to “God who is in heaven with his court of angels but who is also attentive to the earthly space of time”. For an instant the psalmist looks back at past times of suffering when the voice of the Lord answered the call of his faithful infusing courage in his troubled soul. The psalmist then broadens his gaze over the world, “imagining that his witness involves the entire horizon … in a common act of praise in honour of the Lord’s greatness and sovereign power”. “The contents of this choral praise which rises up from all peoples has as its first  theme the  «glory» and the «paths of the Lord» - the Holy Father said -, that is, his plans for salvation and his revelation, discovering thus that God is certainly «Most High» and transcendent, but «He looks on the lowly» with affection, and turns his face away from the proud in a sign of rejection and judgement … therefore God chooses to take sides to defend the weak, the victims, the ‘nobodies’: and this fact is conveyed to all kings that they might know which option to choose in governing their nations.” The psalmist returns then to his hymn of praise imploring God’s help during future trials. Despite the many hostilities which may face him on his journey through history, the just man knows the Lord will never abandon him. “We must be certain that however burdensome and stormy are the trials that await us, we will never be left alone, we will never fall from the Lord's hands, the hands that created us and now follow us on life's itinerary”.  At the end of the audience, after giving summaries of his teaching in a number of different languages including English, the Pope greeted a few special groups including participants at a Convention or organised by the Vatican’s Congregation for the Clergy to mark the 40th anniversary of the Vatican II decree Presbyterorum ordinis: “Dear Brothers this Council Document was a milestone of fundamental importance in the life of the Church with regard to reflection on the nature and characteristics of the ministerial priesthood which configures priests to Jesus Christ, head and shepherd of his people. In his image and at his service priests must give their life for the glory of God and the salvation of souls”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/12/2005, righe 28, parole 423)

8 December 2005 – Homily in St Peter’s on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the feast of the Immaculate Conception December 8 1965 in Saint Peter’s basilica as he solemnly closed the Second Vatican Council Pope Paul VI declared the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. Forty years to the day and again in St Peter’s the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI wished to commemorate that important event by presiding a Mass. “A Marian frame surrounds the Council. In actual fact it is much more than a frame: it is an orientation for its whole path- the Holy Father said in his homily -. Mary has not only a singular relationship with Christ, the Son of God who as man chose to be her son. Totally united with Christ, she is also totally ours. Yes, we can say that Mary is closer to us than any other human person… This is what the Council intended to tell us: Mary is so interwoven with the great mystery of the Church that she and the Church are inseparable just as she and Christ are inseparable. Mary mirrors the Church, she foreshadows the Church in her person and in all the troubles which afflict the Church as she suffers and struggles, Mary is always the star of salvation … In Mary, Immaculate, we encounter the essence of the Church undefiled. We must learn from Mary to be “ecclesial souls” as the Father said, so we too, according to the words of St Paul, may present ourselves to the Lord "immaculate" as he wished us to be from the beginning”. 

The Holy Father then explained the meaning of “Mary Immaculate”, recalling two images proposed by the liturgical readings. The first speaks of the annunciation “it shows Mary a humble provincial woman of priestly lineage who bears within herself the great priestly heritage of Israel, she is "the holy remnant" of Israel to whom all the prophets referred in times of travail and darkness. In her is present the true and undefiled Sion, the living dwelling place of God. God lives in her and finds in her his place of repose … Mary is holy Israel; she says "yes" to the Lord putting herself completely at his disposal; and so becomes God’s living temple”. The second image from the Book of Genesis is more complex: “It is foretold that all through history the battle will continue between man and the serpent that is between man and the power of evil and death. However it is also pre-announced that the "lineage" of the woman one day will win, crushing the head of the serpent, and death; it is pre-announced that the offspring of the woman - and in the offspring the woman and the mother - will win and thus, through mankind, God will win”. 

The picture presented shows that “mankind does not trust God. We suspect that in the end God takes something away from life, that God is a rival who restricts our freedom and that we can only fully be human beings if we put God aside” the Holy Father said. “God’s will for us is not a law imposed which forces us, it is the intrinsic measure of our human nature, a measure inscribed with us which makes us images of God and thus free creatures. If we live against love and against truth - against God - we destroy each other and the world … This is described with immortal images in the story of the original fall when mankind was banished from the earthly paradise.”

That story describes the whole of history the Holy Father said, “we bear within us a drop of poison of the manner of thinking illustrated in the images of the Book of Genesis. We call that drop of poison original sin. Precisely on the feast of the Immaculate Conception we are tempted to think that a person who never sins is in the end rather boring; for that person something is missing in life: the dramatic dimension of being independent; that it is part of being human to have the freedom to say no … In a word, we think that in the end evil is good, that we need at least a little evil to experience being to the full… But looking around us we see it is not so, evil always poisons, it does not raise up, it lowers and humiliates, it does not make us greater, purer, richer, it damages us makes us smaller. This is what we should realise on the feast day of Immaculate Conception: if we abandon ourselves totally into the hands of God we do not become puppets of God, boring and consenting people; we do not lose our freedom. Indeed only if we trust ourselves entirely to God can we find true freedom, the vast and creative freedom of goodness.” 

“The closer we are to God, the closer we are to one another. We see this in Maria. That fact that she is totally with God is the reason why she is so close to us” the Holy Father said and concluded by urging those present to consider Mary “Mother of all consolation and help, a Mother to whom we all, in our weakness and sin, can turn in any necessity”, a light on our path “may she help us to be light and to carry this light in the nights of history”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/12/2005, righe 55, parole 884)
8 December  2005 - Angelus 
VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus reflection contemplates Immaculate Mary: “May her heavenly purity draw us to God, help us to overcome the temptation to live a  mediocre life of compromise with evil and orient ourselves decidedly towards authentic goodness with is the source of joy” 
Vatican City–On Thursday December 8th (a bank holiday in Italy and other countries) in his brief address before leading the prayer of the Angelus at midday with people gathered in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI  remarked on the feast day of Mary ‘Immaculate’ conceived without sin. “A day of intense spiritual rejoicing, on which we contemplate the Blessed Virgin Mary... in her there shines the eternal goodness of the  Creator who chose her in his plan for salvation to be the mother of his only Son and in view of the death of the Son, preserved her from all stain of sin” the Pope said adding that “all are called to be holy and spotless in love before God ” (cfr Eph 1,4). The Blessed Virgin Mary reflects humanity’s aspiration to beauty, goodness and  purity of heart. “May her heavenly purity draw us to God, help us to overcome the temptation to live a mediocre life of compromise with evil and orient ourselves decidedly towards authentic goodness with is the source of joy”.The Holy Father mentioned the anniversary of the solemn closing 40 years ago of the Second Vatican Council, “the most important ecclesial event of the 20th century”. On that occasion Pope Paul VI “entrusted the implementation of the Council documents to the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom he invoked with the sweet title, Mother of the Church”. Benedict XVI thanked the Blessed Mother “for accompanying ecclesial life in these forty eventful years” and for watching over “with maternal love the pontificates of my predecessors each of whom, with great pastoral wisdom, guided the boat of Peter on the authentic route of renewal launched by the Council, working tirelessly for a faithful interpretation and implementation of  Vatican II”. Lastly the Pope encouraged those present to accompany him in spirit on his afternoon pilgrimage to may homage to the Blessed Virgin Mary  in front of her statue in Piazza di Spagna. This – he said-  “is an act of filial devotion to Mary, to entrust to her care the beloved city of Rome, the Church and all humanity”. After his address the Holy Father blessed the Olympic Torch on its way to Turin for Winter Olympic Games early next year: “May the flame remind people of the values of peace and brotherhood at the basis of the Olympic Games”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/12/2005; righe 26, parole 368)
8 December 2005 - Address in front of statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Piazza di Spagna VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Piazza di Spagna: “In these forty years Our Lady has sustained the Bishops and first of all the Successors of Peter in their demanding ministry at the service of the Gospel; she has led the Church to a faithful understanding and application of the Council documents”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the afternoon of December 8, Feast of the Immaculate Conception in keeping with his predecessors, Pope Benedict XVI went to pay homage to the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Piazza di Spagna, close to the Palazzo of Propaganda Fide. In his address the Pope said he brought to Mary, Mother of the Redeemer “the worries and hopes of the men and women of our day”. He quoted the homily pronounced by Pope Paul VI forty years ago at the end of the Second Vatican Council in which Pope Paul VI addressed Our Lady as "Mother of God and our spiritual Mother” entrusting to her the implementation of the Council’s decisions. “In these forty years Our Lady has sustained the Bishops and first of all the Successors of Peter in their demanding ministry at the service of the Gospel - said Benedict XVI -; she has led the Church to faithful understanding and application of the council documents”. For this reason he thanked the most holy Virgin Mary and addressed her with the same sentiments as the Council Fathers, “who devoted the last chapter of the dogmatic constitution Lumen gentium to Mary underlining the indissoluble bond which binds Mary to the Church”. “We wish to thank you Virgin Mother of God and our dearest Mother, for interceding for the Church … You went up to Calvary, profoundly united with your Son who on the cross gave you as mother to the disciple John, may we feel you near at every moment of our life, especially at times of darkness and trial … help us persevere as we strive to follow Christ… (69)!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/12/2005, righe 26, parole 384)

8 December 2005 – Message for World Day of the Sick 2006
VATICAN - “Every Christian, according to his specific task and specific responsibility, is called to make his contribution so that the dignity of these brothers and sisters of ours is recognised, respected and promoted.”: Pope Benedict XVI’s Message for World Day of the Sick 2006

Vatican City – In a message for the annual World Day of the Sick organised by the Catholic Church on February 11, feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Pope Benedict XVI encourages sick people to offer their condition of suffering, “together with Christ, to the Father, certain that every ordeal received with resignation is meritorious and draws the benevolence of God upon the whole of mankind” The main celebrations for the Day will be held this year in Adelaide, Australia.“The events will culminate in the celebration of the Eucharist in the cathedral dedicated to St. Francis Xavier, the untiring missionary of the populations of the East. On that occasion, the Church intends to bow with especial solicitude to the suffering, calling the attention of public opinion to the problems connected with mental disturbance, which by now afflicts a fifth of mankind and constitutes a real and authentic social-health care emergency” the Pope writes in the message and continues: “In many countries, legislation in this field does not yet exist and in other countries a precise policy on mental health is absent. It should also be observed that the prolongation of armed conflicts in various areas of the world, the succession of terrible natural catastrophes, and the spread of terrorism, in addition to causing a shocking number of deaths, have also created mental traumas in not a few survivors, whose recovery at times is difficult. And in countries with high economic development, the experts recognise that at the origin of new forms of mental disturbance we may also find the negative impact of the crisis of moral values. This increases the sense of loneliness, undermining and even breaking down traditional forms of social cohesion, beginning with the institution of the family, and marginalising the sick, and especially the mentally ill, who are often seen as a burden for their families and the community.”  “The training and updating of the personnel who work in such a very delicate sector of society is as urgent as ever before, the Holy Father writes, Every Christian, according to his specific task and specific responsibility, is called to make his contribution so that the dignity of these brothers and sisters of ours is recognised, respected and promoted.” (AP) (16/12/2005 Agenzia Fides; Righe:32; Parole:370)

10 December 2005 - audience to men and women religious
VATICAN Pope Benedict XVI grants special audience to men and women religious: “The Church needs your witness, she needs consecrated persons to face the challenges of the present day with courage and creativity”

Vatican City– This morning in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican Pope Benedict XVI granted a special audience to about 8,000 men and women religious working in the Rome diocese to whom he expressed his gratitude for the  “much appreciated service” in social and pastoral realities. The Pope also mentioned “men and women in enclosed orders” and persons of consecrated life from Africa, Latin America and Asia in Rome  for study or for work.

“Men and women religious have always been a much appreciated presence for the diocese of Rome” the Holy Father said, thanking those present for striving to meet the challenges to evangelisation in Rome’s “complex social e cultural context ”. “May your first and main purpose be to bear witness to God who must be listened to and loved with heart and soul and strength more than any other person or object. Do not be afraid to show yourselves visibly as consecrated persons and strive in every way to make it known that you belong to Christ, the hidden treasure for whom you have left everything”. 

The Holy Father praised religious men and women who collaborate in various fields of pastoral in the diocese. “Continue along this path – said Benedict XVI – ever more faithful to your commitments, to the charisma of your institutes and guidelines of the local Church. This fidelity, you are aware, is possible if we are faithful in the small but indispensable daily commitments: fidelity to prayer and listening to the Word of God; fidelity to the service of the men and women of our day, according to one’s charisma; fidelity to Church teaching, beginning with the teaching on consecrated life; fidelity to the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist which sustain us in the difficult situations of life”.

Pope Benedict XVI encouraged those present  “to build communities of brotherhood”, to demonstrate that “with the Gospel human relations can change, that love is not a utopia, indeed it is the secret for building a more fraternal world”… “the Church needs your witness, she needs persons of consecrated life who face the challenges of the present day with courage and creativity. In the face of spreading hedonism you are called to offer courageous witness of chastity as an expression of a heart which recognises the beauty and the value of God’s love. In the face of a thirst for money your simple life style and your readiness to service the most needy are a reminder that God is the true treasure which does not perish. In the face of individualism and relativism which lead people to be a norm unto themselves, you live a life of brotherhood and sisterhood ready to be co-ordinated and therefore obedient and this confirms that you confide in God for your realisation”. 

Mentioning the Perfectae caritatis Decree on religious life issued 40 years ago by the Second Vatican Council the Pope said “for men and women of today often absorbed in worldly things consecrated persons who live in time but with their hearts projected beyond time are a sign that God himself is humanity’s final destiny”. At the end of his address the Holy Father thanked all men and women religious for the service to the Gospel, love for the poor and the suffering, commitment in the field of education and culture and unceasing prayer in monasteries and convents and all their multiform activities. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2005, righe 40, parole 563)

11 December 2005 - Angelus 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict at Sunday midday Angelus prayer encourages preparation for Christmas: “Sad to say in the present day consumer society this season is subject to commercial ‘pollution’ which threatens to distort its true spirit of reflection, sobriety and joy which comes from within rather than outside”
Vatican City - Preparation for Christmas was the central theme of Benedict XVI's reflections before praying the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square.  " Sad to say in the present day consumer society," said the Pope, "this season is subject to commercial ‘pollution’ which threatens to distort its true spirit of reflection, sobriety and joy which comes from within rather than outside”. It is, therefore, providential that the entrance door to Christmas" should be "the feast of the mother of Jesus who brings us to know, love and adore the Son of God, made man. Allow her, therefore, to accompany us ... with sincerity of heart and openness of spirit to recognize in the Child of Bethlehem the Son of God, Who came to earth for our redemption."  In this time of immediate preparation for Christmas, many families begin to prepare their nativity scenes, as if to relive, together with Mary, those days filled with trepidation which preceded the birth of Jesus. Bringing the nativity scene into the home can be a simple but efficacious way to present and transmit the faith to children ... A nativity scene can help us understand the true secret of Christmas, because it speaks of the humility and the merciful goodness of Christ, Who 'though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor'." Referring to the poverty assumed by Christ the Pope said. “May His poverty enrich those who embrace it and may Christmas bring joy and peace to those who like the shepherds in Bethlehem, listened to the words of the angels: “This shall be a sing for you: a child wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger” (Lk 2,12. This is the sign for us men and women of 2005. There is no other Christmas. To conclude, the Holy Father blessed, according to tradition, the figures of the Child Jesus brought by the children of Rome to St. Peter's Square to place in their own nativity scenes. "With this gesture I invoke the help of the Lord so that all Christian families may prepare to celebrate with faith the forthcoming Christmas celebrations. May Mary help us to enter the authentic spirit of Christmas”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/12/2005; righe 24, parole 365)
14 December 2005 – General Audience
VATICAN In his teaching at the Wednesday general audience Pope Benedict XVI explains psalm 138: “the Lord’s hand is always ready to take our hand to lead us on our earthly journey. His is a presence not of judgement which strikes terror but of support and liberation”

Vatican City – In his teaching at the general Wednesday audience this morning in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI explained the first two verses of psalm 138 (138,1-12, “God sees everything”, vespers Wednesday week 4), which “praise respectively the omniscience of God and his omnipresence in space and time. “The vigorous images and expressions serve to celebrate the Creator” the Pope explained. “With his meditation the psalmist wishes above all to penetrate the mystery of God, transcendent yet close”.The substance of the message is that  “God knows everything and is with his creature who cannot escape him. However his presence is not threatening or inspecting, although certainly he looks with severity on evil to which he is not indifferent. Nevertheless the fundamental element is that of a presence which saves embracing all existence and all history.” While the first part is a celebration of God’s omniscience  the second part of the psalm is dedicated to God’s omnipresence: “it is a vivid description of mankind’s illusory desire to escape that presence. The whole of space is travelled… every part of space, even the most secret contains the active presence of God. The psalmist continues, introducing another reality in which we are immersed, time… even darkness in which it is difficult to advance and see, is penetrated by the eye and epiphany of the Lord of all existence and time. “the Lord’s hand is always ready to take ours to guide us on our earthly journey. His is a presence of help and liberation rather than judgement which strikes terror.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2005, righe 20, parole 293)
14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace 2006
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI issues his first Message for World Peace Day: “wherever and whenever men and women are enlightened by the splendour of truth, they naturally set out on the path of peace”– The first Message written by Pope Benedict  XVI for World Peace Day celebrated on the first day of the new year is inspired by the Gaudium et spes Pastoral Constitution (cfr. n.3), issued by the Second Vatican Council and this is yet another papal reference to that landmark Church event which came to a close 40 years ago. 
The Pope begins his message which bears the title “In Truth, Peace”, recalling Popes Paul VI and John Paul II, “astute promoters of peace”,  and reiterating “the steadfast resolve of the Holy See to continue serving the cause of peace”. The Pope says “The very name Benedict, which I chose on the day of my election to the Chair of Peter, is a sign of my personal commitment to peace. In taking this name, I wanted to evoke both the Patron Saint of Europe, who inspired a civilisation of peace on the whole continent, and Pope Benedict XV, who condemned the First World War as a ''useless slaughter'' and worked for a universal acknowledgement of the lofty demands of peace”.

Illustrating the theme the Pope writes “that wherever and whenever men and women are enlightened by the splendour of truth, they naturally set out on the path of peace”. Peace cannot be reduced to the simple absence of armed conflict, he reiterates, but needs to be understood as “a heavenly gift and a divine grace which demands at every level the exercise of the highest responsibility: that of conforming human history—in truth, justice, freedom and love—to the divine order”. The good of peace will be realised when there is a loss of fidelity to the transcendent order, and a loss of respect for that ''grammar'' of dialogue which is the universal moral law written on human hearts, when the integral development of the person and the protection of his fundamental rights are hindered or denied, whenever countless people are forced to endure intolerable injustices and inequalities.

The Pope refers to Sacred Scripture recalling the “the lie told at the very beginning of history by the animal with a forked tongue”,  and adds  “lying is linked to the tragedy of sin and its perverse consequences, which have had, and continue to have, devastating effects on the lives of individuals and nations.” He mentions the  events of the past century, when aberrant ideological and political systems wilfully twisted the truth and “brought about the exploitation and murder of an appalling number of men and women” adding that “any authentic search for peace must begin with the realisation that the problem of truth and untruth is the concern of every man and woman; it is decisive for the peaceful future of our planet.”. Since peace is an irrepressible yearning present in the heart of each person ... “everyone should feel committed to service of this great good, and should strive to prevent any form of untruth from poisoning relationships. All people are members of one and the same family” the Pope says.

In the case of war the Pope stresses the need to respect “international humanitarian law [which] ought to be considered as one of the finest and most effective expressions of the intrinsic demands of the truth of peace. The Holy See has always supported this law “out of the conviction that the truth of peace exists even in the midst of war”. The Holy Father thanks and encourages international organisations committed to applying international humanitarian law and soldiers “engaged in the delicate work of resolving conflicts and restoring the necessary conditions for peace”, and Military Ordinaries and chaplains whom he urges to be in ”every situation and context, faithful heralds of the truth of peace”. 

Stating that nowadays “the truth of peace continues to be dramatically compromised and rejected by terrorism” Pope Benedict XVI reaffirms condemnation of all forms of  terrorism underlining that these criminal strategies “are often the fruit of a tragic and disturbing nihilism” and religious fanaticism, “today often labelled fundamentalism”. The Holy Father explains: “the nihilist denies the very existence of truth, while the fundamentalist claims to be able to impose it by force. Despite their different origins and cultural backgrounds, both show a dangerous contempt for human beings and human life, and ultimately for God himself”. He underpins that “in analysing the causes of the contemporary phenomenon of terrorism, consideration should be given, not only to its political and social causes, but also to its deeper cultural, religious and ideological motivations..” 

The Pope reminds Catholics all over the world of the “duty to proclaim and embody ever more fully the ''Gospel of Peace'', and to show that acknowledgement of the full truth of God is the first, indispensable condition for consolidating the truth of peace”. All believers in Christ must “become convincing witnesses of the God who is inseparably truth and love, placing themselves at the service of peace in broad cooperation with other Christians, the followers of other religions and with all men and women of good will” he writes.

Towards the end of his message Pope Benedict XVI  notes with satisfaction the “decrease in the number of armed conflicts” but warns that this must not lead people to forget that “situations exist where conflict, hidden like flame beneath ashes”. The Holy Father  recalls the responsibility of  those authorities who, rather than making every effort to promote peace, incite their citizens to hostility towards other nations” adding, “what can be said, too, about those governments which count on nuclear arms as a means of ensuring the security of their countries?...How can there ever be a future of peace when investments are still made in the production of arms and in research aimed at developing new ones?” While there is a concerning arrest of the process of disarmament the Pope calls for resources saved through disarmament to be used in development programmes for the poor countries. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2005 – Righe 66, Parole 953)

15 December 2005 
VATICAN The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI  meets Rome’s University students: “We must rediscover the beauty of having Christ as our Master of life and so in freedom and awareness renew our profession of faith in Him.”

Vatican City– “Continue, dear friends, your reflection with regard to a new humanism taking into consideration the great challenges of the present day and striving to conjugate in harmony faith and culture. How necessary it is at this time in history to engage in serious cultural and spiritual research!” This was the advice Pope Benedict XVI gave about ten thousands students and staff from the universities of Rome gathered in St Peter’s Basilica for the traditional Christmas meeting with the Pope. Present also participants at a World Congress for the Pastoral care of Foreign Students organised by the Pontifical Council for  Migrants and Itinerant Peoples.

Benedict XVI joined the students at the end of Mass for presided by Cardinal Camillo Ruini, his vicar for Rome diocese and gave brief but meaningful address.  After recalling that the traditional meeting was started by “my beloved predecessor Pope John Paul II “ the Pope congratulated Rome’s five medicine faculties for agreeing to work together in various fields to promote respect for human life, and for choosing for the formative path of students and teachers the theme of ‘the transmission of the faith’. The Pope encouraged the students to live with joy the journey of Christian formation “combined with daily efforts to increase knowledge on your respective academic paths. “We must rediscover the beauty of having Christ as our Master of life, the Pope said, and so in freedom and awareness renew our profession of faith in Him”.
The Pope had a special word of greeting for students from other countries, ever more numerous and he said their presence presents the Church with an important field of pastoral activity. He said that young people who go to another country to study face no few difficulties although they have unique opportunity to prepare to make a useful contribution to the development of their country of origin and to take an active part in the mission of the Church. Since Christmas is only a week away the Pope encouraged those present to prepare to welcome the message of Christmas and said slowly with deep conviction: “God became man to live in our midst. Let us prepare to welcome the One who comes to save us with the gift of his own life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/12/2005, righe 29, parole 414)

18 December 2005 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus says "Let us be ‘infected’ by the silence of St Joseph: in this time of preparation for Christmas let us give priority to inner recollection so we may let Jesus come and stay in our life”.

Vatican City– Saint Joseph who “in perfect harmony with his wife welcomes the Son of God made man and watches over his human development”, can help us prepare for Christmas and “live this great mystery of faith more fully”. On the last Sunday of Advent, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI dedicated his midday Angelus reflection to the figure of Saint Joseph an “example of the ‘just’ man (Mt 1,19)”, who can help us in our immediate preparation for the Birth of the Lord: “it is more than ever opportune to establish a sort of spiritual conversation with St Joseph because he can helps us live this great mystery of the faith more fully”.

Pope Benedict XVI  went on to recall that Pope John Paul II had a deep devotion to St Joseph expressed in his apostolic exhortation “Redemptoris Custos”: “Among the many aspects highlighted he underlines in particular the silence of St Joseph – the Pope said. His is a silence permeated with contemplation of the mystery of God in an attitude of complete docility to God’s will. In other words the silence of St Joseph is a sign not of inner emptiness, but on the contrary of the fullness of the faith he carries in his heart, and which guides his every thought and deed … Let us be "infected" by the silence of St Joseph! We have such need of silence in this world often so noisy which does not foster meditation and listening to the voice of God. In this time of preparation for Christmas let us give priority to inner recollection so we may let Jesus come and stay in our life”

21 December  2005 – general audience: 
“While a certain modern and consumerist culture tends to remove Christian symbols from the celebration of Christmas may we all strive to retain the value of Christmas traditions which are part of the heritage of our faith and our culture, to transmit them to the new generations”

Vatican City– The mystery of Christmas was the theme of the catechesis given by Pope Benedict XVI at the general audience in St Peter’s Square this morning: “in this last week of Advent the liturgies leads us and sustains us on our spiritual journey with repeated calls to welcome the Saviour, recognising him in the humble Child laid in the manger” the Pope said. 

The Holy Father dwelt on one of the many symbols which help us understand the mystery of Christ, the symbol of light, rich in spiritual significance. “This symbol evokes a reality which touches mankind deeply: I am speaking of the light of good which conquers evil, love which overcomes hatred, life which defeats death  - the Pope explained -. It is to this inner, divine light that our thoughts are drawn by Christmas which comes once again to give us the announcement of the definitive victory of God’s love over sin and death... The Saviour awaited by the nations is greeted as the ‘rising Star, the star shows the way and guides mankind, travelling in the darkness and dangers of the world, towards salvation promised by God and achieved in Jesus Christ”.

Then Benedict XVI invited those present to prepare to celebrate with joy the birth of the Saviour in families and ecclesial communities and he made this appeal: “while a certain modern and consumerist culture tends to remove Christian symbols from the celebration of Christmas may we all strive to retain the value of Christmas traditions which are part of the heritage of our faith and our culture, to transmit them to the new generations. In particular, when we see streets and square lit up let us remember another light, invisible to the eye, but not the heart. As we admire, as we light the candles in church or the lights in Nativity Scenes or on Christmas trees in homes may our heart open to the true spiritual light offered to all men and women of good will”. 

Lastly Pope Benedict XVI encouraged those present to ask the Lord “to hasten his glorious coming because only in Him the deepest longings of the human heart find true fulfilment” and to live these last few days before Christmas intensely “with Mary, Our Lady of silence and listening” and “nourish lively inner wonder in fervid waiting for the imminent celebrations for the birth of the Saviour” and ended his address wishing everyone a holy and happy Christmas. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/12/2005, righe 27, parole 425)

22 December 2005 –The Holy Father receives the Roman Curia to exchange Christmas greetings: 

VATICAN - “The Lord God does not face the threats of history with exterior power, his weapon is goodness. He came as a child born in a stable. Precisely in this way he matches his totally different power to the destructive powers of violence. Precisely in this way he saves us. Precisely in this way he show us what can save us”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Christmas is the feast of light and peace, a day of deep wonder and joy which spread throughout the universe because "God has become man". From the humble stable in Bethlehem the eternal Son of God, now a new born Babe, speaks to each one of us: he calls us, urges us, to be born again in him so that with him we may live eternally in the communion of the Most Holy Trinity”. With this reflection the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI began his address to cardinals, members of the papal household and the Roman Curia received this morning in the Vatican for the traditional audience to exchange Christmas greetings. 


The Pope looked back on the year now coming to an end and the “great events which made a profound impression on life of the Church”. First and foremost the death of Pope John Paul II: “No other Pope left us such a quantity of  writings as he; no previous Pope visited the whole world and spoke to the men and women of every continent as he did” Benedict XVI recalled, mentioning especially John Paul II’s “path of suffering and silence” and his interpretation of suffering “which was not a theological or philosophical theory but the fruit of his long personal journey of suffering which he walked sustained by faith in the crucified Lord”. “The reaction all over the world to the Pope’s death was an extraordinary demonstration of gratitude for the fact that in his ministry he gave himself for the world entirely to God; gratitude for the fact that in a world filled with hatred and violence he taught us how to love again and to suffer for the good of others; he showed us, ‘live’ so to say,  the Redeemer, redemption, and gave us the certainty that in this world evil will not have the last word”.

Benedict XVI mentioned two events convoked by Pope John Paul II, World Youth Day and the Synod of Bishops on the Eucharist which concluded the Year of the Eucharist. “World Youth Day will be remembered by all who took part as a great gift” the Pope said. More than one million young people gathered in Cologne “to listen to the Word of God, prayer together, receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist, to sing and celebrate together, rejoice for the gift of life and to adore and receive the Lord in the Eucharist”. The motto chosen for the day – "Come let us adore Him" – highlighted the image of pilgrimage, “of man who looks beyond his daily activities and sets out in search of the essential human destination, the truth, the just life, in search of God” and the image of man in adoration: “Before any activity, any change in the world there must be adoration. Only adoration makes us truly free, it alone sets the criteria for our actions. Precisely in a world where guiding criteria are progressively fading and there is a danger that man may take himself as criteria, it is essential to stress the importance of adoration.”

With regard to the Synod of Bishops, the Pope said reports presented by the Synod Fathers reflected the “richness of the eucharistic life of the Church today and the inexhaustible nature of her faith in the Eucharist”. And recalling that a post synodal document will be issued soon, he returned to the theme of adoration. Adoration of the Risen Lord  “present in the Eucharist in flesh and blood, body and soul, divinity and humanity”: “I am deeply moved to see that everywhere in the Church there is a reawakening of the joy of eucharistic adoration and its fruits are visible… Only adoration leads to profound and authentic reception. It is precisely this personal act of encounter with the Lord which produces the social mission enclosed in the Eucharist, the mission to remove the barriers between us and the Lord and most of all the barriers which separate us one from the other”.

The last event of the year highlighted by the Pope was the 40th  anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council. “No one can deny that in vast areas of the Church reception of the Council has been difficult … However, it all depends on the correct interpretation of the Council, or – as we would say today – the right hermeneutics, the right key for interpretation and application. Difficulties with reception arose from the fact that two conflicting hermeneutics found themselves face to face and they argued. One led to confusion, the other, silently, but ever less visibly bore fruit”. Pope Benedict XVI then spoke of “hermeneutics of discontinuity and break” and on the other, “hermeneutics of reform”, or “renewal in continuity with the one subject-Church, which the Lord has given us; this subject grows and develops as time passes, while remaining always the one and the same subject, the pilgrim People of God”… “Forty years after the Council we see that the positive is greater and more vibrant than it might have seemed in the agitation of the years around 1968. Today we see that the good seed is growing, albeit slowly, and so is our profound gratitude for all the Council achieved”.

Recalling some of major issues discussed by the Council the Holy Father said “The Church, before and after the Council, is the same one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church a pilgrim through time”. “In our day too the Church is still a  "sign of contradiction" (Lk 2,34). The Council  had certainly no intention of abolishing the Gospel’s contradiction of the dangers and errors of mankind. Instead its purpose was to put aside erroneous and superfluous contradictions, in order to present to our world of today, the demands of the Gospel in all its greatness and purity. The Council’s step towards the modern era, which in a very inaccurate manner has been presented as "openness to the world", pertains, in the end, to the perennial problem of the relationship between faith and reason, which presents itself again and again in different forms”. “Therefore we can look back with gratitude at the Second Vatican Council: if we read it and receive it guided by the correct hermeneutics, it can be increasingly a source of great energy for the ever necessary renewal of the Church”.

Last of all Pope Benedict XVI recalled the 19th April this year when to his “no little dismay” on his part, the College of Cardinals elected him successor of Pope John Paul II, successor of Saint Peter and to the chair of the Bishop of Rome and he asked those present for their prayers “on which I rely for strength and support”. Three days before Christmas the Pope urged his co-workers of the Curia to set out to welcome the Lord “full of confidence, like the shepherds and the wise men from the East”: “We ask him to let his face shine on us. We ask him to overcome the violence in the world and to let us experience the power of his goodness”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/12/2005, righe 80, parole 1.180)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=420
24 December 2005 – Homily Midnight Mass
VATICANO – At midnight on 24 December, in St Peter’s Basilica  the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided a solemn mass for the Nativity of Our Lord: “Christ gives himself to us and, in doing so, gives us his peace. He gives it to us so that we can carry the light of peace within and give it to others. He gives it to us so that we can become peacemakers and builders of peace in the world”.
Vatican City (Fides Service) – At midnight on 24 December, in St Peter’s Basilica  the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided a solemn mass for the Nativity of Our Lord. In his homily the Pope explained the connection between Christmas and peace. Among Christians, the word "peace" has taken on a very particular meaning “ it has become a name for the Eucharist. There Christ’s peace is present. In all the places where the Eucharist is celebrated, a great network of peace spreads through the world. The communities gathered around the Eucharist make up a kingdom of peace as wide as the world itself.” Moreover, “When we celebrate the Eucharist we find ourselves in Bethlehem, in the "house of bread". Christ gives himself to us and, in doing so, gives us his peace. He gives it to us so that we can carry the light of peace within and give it to others. He gives it to us so that we can become peacemakers and builders of peace in the world. And so we pray: Lord, fulfil your promise! Where there is conflict, give birth to peace! Where there is hatred, make love spring up! Where darkness prevails, let light shine! Make us heralds of your peace! Amen”

Benedict XVI also reminded those present that with his Nativity, God became a man like us that “we might be with Him and become similar to Him”. In Christmas God chose as his sign the Child in the manger: “this is how God is”, the Pope said. “This is how we come to know him. And on every child shines something of the splendour of that "today", of that closeness of God which we ought to love and to which we must yield – it shines on every child, even on those still unborn.”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 24/12/2005, righe 18, parole 284)
See the Pope’s homily in English

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/homilies/2005/documents/hf_ben-xvi_hom_20051224_christmas_en.html

25 December 2005 – Christmas Message and Urbi et Orbi blessing 

VATICAN – In his first Christmas Day Message Pope Benedict XVI called on the men and women of our day to « let the Child of Bethlehem take you by the hand! ».

Vatican City (Fides Service) – First of all he launched a call to humanity to unite to build a new world order so as to “confront the many troubling problems of the present time: from the menace of terrorism to the humiliating poverty in which millions of human beings live, from the proliferation of weapons to the pandemics and the environmental destruction which threatens the future of our planet.». He warned “technological” man of today of the danger of ‘spiritual barrenness and emptiness of heart’ and becoming a victim of his the ‘successes’ of his own intelligence

The concepts emerged in the first message «to the city and the world» (Urbi et Orbi) given by the Pope on Christmas morning. A message of peace, which encouraged men and women of today, humanity come of age yet often still so frail in mind and will “let the Child of Bethlehem take you by the hand!».

This was the second time Benedict XVI spoke from the loggia overlooking St Peter’s Square. The first was on 19 April 2005 immediately after his election.

Pope Benedict XVI spoke of peace and mentioned certain war torn countries, the Holy Land, Lebanon, Iraq, Sudan and expressed the hope that  God may “favour the process of dialogue on the Korean peninsula and elsewhere in the countries of Asia, so that, by the settlement of dangerous disputes, consistent and peaceful conclusions can be reached in a spirit of friendship, conclusions which their peoples expectantly await”.

After the Message «Urbi et Orbi» like his predecessors, the Pope delivered Christmas greetings in different languages, 33 to be exact including Chinese, Arabic, Russian Turkish, Vietnamese, Japanese and Pilipino.

In greetings in Italian the Pope said he hoped Italy would keep alive its Christian roots which down through the centuries shaped its culture and tradition. “Happy Christmas to Romans and the people of the entire nation of Italy” the Pope said. “To all I which serenity, joy and peace – he continued -  precious gifts given to humanity by God made man for us”. (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 25/12/2005, righe 25, parole 318)
Links:

See message in Italian 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=423
26 December 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – “Christian faith today may still lead to martyrdom”: Pope Benedict XVI said before the Angelus prayer on 26 December the feast of the first Christian martyr St Stephen

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In his address before the Angelus prayer on 26 December the feast of the first Christian martyr St Stephen, the Pope said that Christian faith today may still lead to martyrdom: “How can we fail to admit that even in our day in various parts of the world to profess the Christian faith demands the heroism of a martyr?”, the Pontiff queried and asked those present to pray for the “grace to live the faith with coherence”. “A special bond” said Benedict XVI from his window, unites Christmas with the feast day of St Stephen and the reference to his martyrdom must not seem “out of place in the joyful Christmas atmosphere”. “In fact – he explained – there is the shadow of the cross on the manger in Bethlehem”.

“Many of the early Christians shed their blood to bear witness to the faith. Those first martyrs were followed by others down through the centuries to the present day. How can we fail to admit that even in our day in various parts of the world to profess the Christian faith demands the heroism of a martyr? And how can we fail to agree that even when there is no persecution, there is always a high price to pay for living the Gospel consistently” the Pope said (P.L.R) (Agenzia Fides 26/12/2005, righe 16, parole 234)

See message in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=422
28 December  2005 – General Audience

VATICAN – In the  “shapeless” human embryo God sees the “future” of the human person who can be defined a wonder of the Creator: Pope Benedict XVI said in his teaching at the last audience of the year on 28 December 2005.

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During this audience this morning, the last of the year 2005, once again Pope Benedict XVI called for respect for life. Commenting psalm 138 – “O Lord you watch me and you know me” –  the Holy Father explained that in the  “shapeless” human embryo God sees the “future” of the human person who can be defined a wonder of the Creator. The Holy Father addressed a crowd of at least 20,000 people who had gathered in St Peter’s Square despite the bitter cold. The Psalm he said, speaks of a person “still shapeless in the mother’s womb: the Hebrew word used refers according to some Biblical scholars to the human embryo” upon whom “God looks already with kindness and love”. The Pope then quoted a reflection by Pope St Gregory the Great with regard to those in the Christian community who are the frailest in their spiritual progress. “While they are not the most perfect part of the spiritual building of the Church, they are members because of their good intentions. It is true they are imperfect and small nevertheless as far as it is in their understanding they love God and neighbour and do fail to do good where they can”  – the Pope said.

After greetings in various languages, speaking in Italian the Pope recalled the victims of last year’s tsunami which devastated south east Asia and he prayed for all who still suffer because of “natural calamities” in many parts of the world and hope for acts of  “solidarity”. “I join – the Pope said – the commemoration in these days which unites the dear peoples affected a year ago by the tsunami, which caused countless human victims and enormous environmental damage: we pray to the Lord for them and for all who in many parts of the world suffer because of natural calamities and await from us a gesture of concrete solidarity”.

(P.L.R.) (Agenzia Fides 28/12/2005 - Righe 21; Parole 322)

see audience in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=425
30 December 2005 – Visit to Santa Marta Pontifical Dispensary
VATICAN – During his visit on the feast of the Holy Family to the Santa Marta Dispensary inside Vatican City Pope Benedict XVI said the “fundamental vocation of the family is to be the first and principle place where life is welcomed”

Vatican City ( Fides Service) – In the morning of 30 December the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI paid a visit to the  Santa Marta Dispensary inside the Vatican, where he was welcomed by Sisters, Daughters of Charity, doctors and volunteers in the presence of and some of the assisted families. In his speech the Pope recalled the significance of the visit in the Christmas Season: “My Visit acquires special significance because it is taking place in the Christmas season:  in these days our gaze comes to rest on the Infant Jesus. In coming here, I find Jesus himself in the children for whom you lovingly care. They are the subject of your attention, just as the newborn Messiah in the Crib is the focus of Mary and Joseph's care. In each one of them, as in the Bethlehem Grotto, Jesus knocks at the door of our hearts, asking us to make room in our lives for him. God is like that:  he does not impose himself, he never uses force to enter, but asks, as a child does, to be welcomed. In a certain sense, God too presents himself in need of attention:  he waits for us to open our hearts to him, to take care of him. And every time we turn lovingly to "one of these least brothers of mine", as the Lord said, it is he whom we are serving.”The Holy Father thanked the Sisters, doctors and volunteers for the service inspired by the example of Saint Martha and said on this “Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth. “Finding myself among you and noting your dedication to children and their parents, I would like to stress the fundamental vocation of the family to be the first and principal place where life is welcomed. The modern concept of family, partly in reaction to the past, gives great importance to conjugal love, emphasizing its subjective aspects of freedom of choice and feelings. On the other hand, people are finding it harder to perceive and understand the value of the call to collaborate with God in procreating human life. Besides, contemporary societies, despite being equipped with so many means, do not always succeed in facilitating the mission of parents, either on the level of spiritual and moral motivations or on that of practical living conditions. There is a great need, both from the cultural and the political and legislative viewpoints, to support the family, and initiatives such as your dispensary are more useful than ever in this regard. These realities are small but important, and, thanks be to God, the Church is rich in them and does not cease to put them at the service”. At the end of this speech Benedict XVI led those present in a prayer.  Dear brothers and sisters, before leaving you, I invite you to pray with me for all the families of Rome and the world, and especially for those in difficult conditions, particularly because they are obliged to live far from their country of origin. Let us pray for the parents who do not succeed in guaranteeing their children what they need for their health, education and a dignified and serene life.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/12/2005 - Righe 31, Parole 478)

31 December 2005 – First Vespers of the solemnity of Mary Mother of God and Te Deum
VATICAN – “It is our duty, as well as a need of our hearts, to praise and thank the eternal One who accompanies us through time, never abandoning us, and who always watches over humanity with the fidelity of his merciful love”: the Pope’s homily at the end of the civil year 2005.

Vatican City (Fides Service) – Saturday 31 December at 6pm in St Peter’s Basilica Pope Benedict XVI presided First Vespers of the solemnity of Mary Mother of God and Te Deum to thank God for the civil year 2005. “It is our duty, as well as a need of our hearts, to praise and thank the eternal One who accompanies us through time, never abandoning us, and who always watches over humanity with the fidelity of his merciful love” the Pope said in his homily. “We may well say that the Church lives to praise and thank God. She herself has been an "action of grace" down the ages, a faithful witness of a love that does not die, of a love that embraces people of every race and culture, fruitfully disseminating principles of true life”.

The Holy Father recalling that twelve months earlier on the same date,  “for the last time beloved Pope John Paul II made himself the voice of the People of God to give thanks to the Lord, like this evening, for the numerous benefits granted to the Church and to humanity” he continued: “it is now my turn to ideally gather from every corner of the earth the praise and thanksgiving raised to God at the end of 2005 and on the eve of 2006”. In particular speaking for the Church which is in Rome he recalled visits of “by many other Churches and Ecclesial Communities, to deepen the dialogue of truth in charity that unites all the baptised, and together to experience more keenly the desire for full communion.”, and believers of other faiths who  “also wanted to testify to their cordial and brotherly esteem for this Church and her Bishop”, not to mention  “many people of good will who have turned their gaze to this See in order to build up a fruitful dialogue on the great values concerning the truth about man and life to be defended and promoted?”. The Holy Father then focused on the pastoral plan adopted by Rome diocese which was centred on the family. “My venerable Predecessors always made the family the centre of their attention, especially John Paul II, who dedicated numerous Interventions to it. He was convinced, and said so on many occasions, that the crisis of the family is a serious threat to our civilisation itself. Precisely to underline the importance of the family based on marriage in the life of the Church and of society, I also wished to make my contribution by speaking at the Diocesan Congress in St John Lateran last 6 June. I am delighted because the diocesan programme is going smoothly with a far-reaching apostolic action which is carried out in the parishes, at the prefectures and in the various ecclesial associations. May the Lord grant that the common effort lead to an authentic renewal of Christian families”. 

Before ending his homily, Benedict XVI made a special mention of “those who are in difficulty:  the poorest and the most abandoned people, those who have lost hope in a well-grounded sense of their own existence, or who involuntarily become the victims of selfish interests without being asked for their support or their opinion.”. At the end of Vespers the Pope paid a visit to the larger than life Nativity Scene in St Peter’s Square. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/12/2005 - Righe 39, Parole 585)

See homily in Italian
http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=427
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Advent

“In this season of Advent, while the Ecclesial Community is preparing for and celebrating the great mystery of the Incarnation, it is invited to rediscover and deepen its own personal relationship with God. The Latin word "adventus" refers to the coming of Christ and brings to the fore God's movement towards humanity, to which each is called to respond with openness, expectation, seeking and attachment. And as God is sovereignly free in revealing and giving himself because he is motivated solely by love, so the human person is also free in giving his or her own, even dutiful, assent:  God expects a response of love. In these days, the liturgy presents to us as a perfect model of this response the Virgin Mary, whom this 8 December we will contemplate in the mystery of the Immaculate Conception.”. (4 December 2005 – Angelus) 
Vatican II

“Pope Paul VI closed the Council in the square in front of St Peter's Basilica 40 years ago, on 8 December 1965. It had been inaugurated, in accordance with John XXIII's wishes, on 11 October 1962, which was then the Feast of Mary's Motherhood, and ended on the day of the Immaculate Conception. The Council took place in a Marian setting. It was actually far more than a setting:  it was the orientation of its entire process. It refers us, as it referred the Council Fathers at that time, to the image of the Virgin who listens and lives in the Word of God, who cherishes in her heart the words that God addresses to her and, piecing them together like a mosaic, learns to understand them (cf. Lk 2: 19, 51). It refers us to the great Believer who, full of faith, put herself in God's hands, abandoning herself to his will; it refers us to the humble Mother who, when the Son's mission so required, became part of it, and at the same time, to the courageous woman who stood beneath the Cross while the disciples fled. In his Discourse on the occasion of the promulgation of the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Paul VI described Mary as "tutrix huius Concilii" - "Patroness of this Council" (cf. Oecumenicum Concilium Vaticanum II, Constitutiones Decreta Declarationes, Vatican City, 1966, p. 983) and, with an unmistakable allusion to the account of Pentecost transmitted by Luke (cf. Acts 1: 12-14), said that the Fathers were gathered in the Council Hall "cum Maria, Matre Iesu" and would also have left it in her name (p. 985). (8 dicembre 2005 –Omelia nella basilica di San Pietro in occasione della Solennità dell’Immacolata Concezione di Maria)
“Indelibly printed in my memory is the moment when, hearing his words:  "Mariam Sanctissimam declaramus Matrem Ecclesiae" - "We declare Mary the Most Holy Mother of the Church", the Fathers spontaneously rose at once and paid homage to the Mother of God, to our Mother, to the Mother of the Church, with a standing ovation. Indeed, with this title the Pope summed up the Marian teaching of the Council and provided the key to understanding it. Not only does Mary have a unique relationship with Christ, the Son of God who, as man, chose to become her Son. Since she was totally united to Christ, she also totally belongs to us. Yes, we can say that Mary is close to us as no other human being is, because Christ becomes man for all men and women and his entire being is "being here for us". Christ, the Fathers said, as the Head, is inseparable from his Body which is the Church, forming with her, so to speak, a single living subject. The Mother of the Head is also the Mother of all the Church; she is, so to speak, totally emptied of herself; she has given herself entirely to Christ and with him is given as a gift to us all. Indeed, the more the human person gives himself, the more he finds himself”. (8 dicembre 2005 –Omelia nella basilica di San Pietro in occasione della Solennità dell’Immacolata Concezione di Maria) 
Today, my thought goes to 8 December 1965, when the Servant of God Paul VI solemnly closed the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, the greatest ecclesial event of the 20th century which Bl. John XXIII had opened three years earlier. Amid the exultation of numerous faithful in St Peter's Square, Paul VI entrusted the implementation of the conciliar Documents to the Virgin Mary, calling upon her with the dear title of "Mother of the Church". Presiding at a solemn Eucharistic celebration in the Vatican Basilica this morning, I wanted to give thanks to God for the gift of the Second Vatican Council.  Furthermore, I wished to pay homage to Mary Most Holy for having accompanied these 40 years of the Church's richly eventful life. In a special maternal way, Mary has kept watch over the Pontificates of my venerable Predecessors, each one of whom, with great pastoral wisdom, steered the boat of Peter on the course of authentic conciliar renewal, ceaselessly working for the faithful interpretation and implementation of Vatican Council II”. (8 dicembre 2005 – Angelus) 
“On this remarkable day, the 40th anniversary of the closing of the Second Vatican Council, my thought goes to 8 December 1965 when, exactly at the end of the Homily during the Eucharistic celebration in St Peter's Square, the Servant of God Paul VI addressed his thought to Mary, "the Mother of God and our spiritual Mother..., the creature in whom the image of God is reflected with absolute clarity, without any disturbance as happens in every other human creature". The Pope then asked: "Is it not perhaps in directing our gaze on this woman who is our humble sister and at the same time our heavenly Mother and Queen, the spotless and sacred mirror of infinite beauty, that we can... [begin] our post-conciliar work? Does not the beauty of Mary Immaculate become for us an inspiring model, a comforting hope?". He then concluded: "...we think it is so for us and for you. And this is our most exalted and, God willing, our most valuable parting wish" (cf. The Teachings of Pope Paul VI, III, 1965). Paul VI proclaimed Mary "Mother of the Church", and entrusted her with the fruitful application of the council’s decisions”. (8 dicembre 2005 – Discorso pronunciato durante l’omaggio reso alla statua della Madonna in Piazza di Spagna) 
“Recalling the many events that have marked the last 40 years, how can we not relive today the various moments that have highlighted the Church's journey in this period? Mary sustained the Pastors, and in the first place the Successors of Peter, in their demanding ministry at the service of the Gospel during these 40 years; she guided the Church towards the faithful understanding and application of the conciliar Documents. For this reason, serving as spokesperson for the entire Ecclesial Community, I wish to thank the Most Holy Virgin and I turn to her with the same sentiments that animated the Council Fathers, who dedicated to Mary the last chapter of the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium, underlining the inseparable relationship that unites the Virgin to the Church”. (8 December 2005 – Tribute to Immaculate Mary, Piazza di Spagna) 

“The Second Vatican Council, with its new definition of the relationship between the faith of the Church and certain essential elements of modern thought, has reviewed or even corrected certain historical decisions, but in this apparent discontinuity it has actually preserved and deepened her inmost nature and true identity. The Church, both before and after the Council, was and is the same Church, one, holy, catholic and apostolic, journeying on through time; she continues "her pilgrimage amid the persecutions of the world and the consolations of God", proclaiming the death of the Lord until he comes (cf. Lumen Gentium, n. 8). Those who expected that with this fundamental "yes" to the modern era all tensions would be dispelled and that the "openness towards the world" accordingly achieved would transform everything into pure harmony, had underestimated the inner tensions as well as the contradictions inherent in the modern epoch. 

They had underestimated the perilous frailty of human nature which has been a threat to human progress in all the periods of history and in every historical constellation. These dangers, with the new possibilities and new power of man over matter and over himself, did not disappear but instead acquired new dimensions: a look at the history of the present day shows this clearly. 

In our time too, the Church remains a "sign that will be opposed" (Lk 2: 34) - not without reason did Pope John Paul II, then still a Cardinal, give this title to the theme for the Spiritual Exercises he preached in 1976 to Pope Paul VI and the Roman Curia. The Council could not have intended to abolish the Gospel's opposition to human dangers and errors. On the contrary, it was certainly the Council's intention to overcome erroneous or superfluous contradictions in order to present to our world the requirement of the Gospel in its full greatness and purity.  The steps the Council took towards the modern era which had rather vaguely been presented as "openness to the world", belong in short to the perennial problem of the relationship between faith and reason that is re-emerging in ever new forms. The situation that the Council had to face can certainly be compared to events of previous epochs.  In his First Letter, St Peter urged Christians always to be ready to give an answer (apo-logia) to anyone who asked them for the logos, the reason for their faith (cf. 3: 15). 

This meant that biblical faith had to be discussed and come into contact with Greek culture and learn to recognize through interpretation the separating line but also the convergence and the affinity between them in the one reason, given by God. When, in the 13th century through the Jewish and Arab philosophers, Aristotelian thought came into contact with Medieval Christianity formed in the Platonic tradition and faith and reason risked entering an irreconcilable contradiction, it was above all St Thomas Aquinas who mediated the new encounter between faith and Aristotelian philosophy, thereby setting faith in a positive relationship with the form of reason prevalent in his time. There is no doubt that the wearing dispute between modern reason and the Christian faith, which had begun negatively with the Galileo case, went through many phases, but with the Second Vatican Council the time came when broad new thinking was required. 

Its content was certainly only roughly traced in the conciliar texts, but this determined its essential direction, so that the dialogue between reason and faith, particularly important today, found its bearings on the basis of the Second Vatican Council. This dialogue must now be developed with great openmindedness but also with that clear discernment that the world rightly expects of us in this very moment. Thus, today we can look with gratitude at the Second Vatican Council:  if we interpret and implement it guided by a right hermeneutic, it can be and can become increasingly powerful for the ever necessary renewal of the Church.”. (22 December 2005 – Address the Curia for exchange of Christmas Greetings) 

God is faithful

“We must be sure that however burdensome and tempestuous the trials that await us may be, we will never be left on our own, we will never fall out of the Lord's hands, those hands that created us and now sustain us on our journey through life. As St Paul was to confess:  "he who has begun the good work in you will carry it through to completion" (Phil 1: 6). 
6)” (7 December 2005 –general audience) 
The closer a person is to God, the closer he is to people. We see this in Mary. The fact that she is totally with God is the reason why she is so close to human beings. For this reason she can be the Mother of every consolation and every help, a Mother whom anyone can dare to address in any kind of need in weakness and in sin, for she has understanding for everything and is for everyone the open power of creative goodness. In her, God has impressed his own image, the image of the One who follows the lost sheep even up into the mountains and among the briars and thornbushes of the sins of this world, letting himself be spiked by the crown of thorns of these sins in order to take the sheep on his shoulders and bring it home. As a merciful Mother, Mary is the anticipated figure and everlasting portrait of the Son. Thus, we see that the image of the Sorrowful Virgin, of the Mother who shares her suffering and her love, is also a true image of the Immaculate Conception. Her heart was enlarged by being and feeling together with God. In her, God's goodness came very close to us. Mary thus stands before us as a sign of comfort, encouragement and hope. She turns to us, saying:  "Have the courage to dare with God! Try it! Do not be afraid of him! Have the courage to risk with faith! Have the courage to risk with goodness! Have the courage to risk with a pure heart! Commit yourselves to God, then you will see that it is precisely by doing so that your life will become broad and light, not boring but filled with infinite surprises, for God's infinite goodness is never depleted!". (8 December 2005 – Homily in St Peter’s Feast of the Immaculate Conception) 

“God knows everything and is present beside his creature who cannot elude him. However, his presence is neither threatening nor inspectorial; of course, he also looks reprovingly at evil, to which he is not indifferent. 

Yet the basic element is that of a saving presence which can embrace the whole being and the whole of history. In practice, this is the spiritual scenario to which St Paul alluded at the Areopagus of Athens, with recourse to a quotation from a Greek poet:  "In him we live and move and have our being" (Acts 17: 28).  (14 December 2005 – general audience) 

Human Embryo
“As a result, the elimination of embryos or their arbitrary use in the name of scientific progress, which fails to recognize its own limits and to accept all the moral principles that make it possible to safeguard the dignity of the person, becomes a threat to the human being who is reduced to an object or a mere instrument. When such levels are reached, society itself is affected and every kind of risk shakes its foundations”. (3 December 2005 – audience to presidents of Latin American Bishops’ Commissions for life and the family)
To describe the divine action within the maternal womb, the Psalmist has recourse to classical biblical images, comparing the productive cavity of the mother to the "depths of the earth", that is, the constant vitality of great mother earth (cf. v. 15). First of all, there is the symbol of the potter and of the sculptor who "fashions" and moulds his artistic creation, his masterpiece, just as it is said about the creation of man in the Book of Genesis:  "the Lord God formed man out of the clay of the ground" (Gn 2: 7). 

Then there is a "textile" symbol that evokes the delicacy of the skin, the flesh, the nerves, "threaded" onto the bony skeleton. Job also recalled forcefully these and other images to exalt that masterpiece which the human being is, despite being battered and bruised by suffering:  "Your hands have formed me and fashioned me.... Remember that you fashioned me from clay...! Did you not pour me out as milk and thicken me like cheese? With skin and flesh you clothed me, with bones and sinews knit me together" (Jb 10: 8-11). 3. The idea in our Psalm that God already sees the entire future of that embryo, still an "unformed substance", is extremely powerful. The days which that creature will live and fill with deeds throughout his earthly existence are already written in the Lord's book of life. Thus, once again the transcendent greatness of divine knowledge emerges, embracing not only humanity's past and present but also the span, still hidden, of the future. However, the greatness of this little unborn human creature, formed by God's hands and surrounded by his love, also appears:  a biblical tribute to the human being from the first moment of his existence.”. (28 December 2005 – general audience)
Family
“Today, it is necessary to proclaim with renewed enthusiasm that the Gospel of the family is a process of human and spiritual fulfilment in the certainty that the Lord is always present with his grace. This proclamation is often distorted by false concepts of marriage and the family that do not respect God's original plan. In this regard, people have actually reached the point of suggesting new forms of marriage, some unknown to popular cultures in that its specific nature is altered.”. (3 December 2005 - audience to presidents of Latin American Bishops’ Commissions for life and the family)
“I wish to underline the fundamental vocation of the family called to be the first and principle place where life is welcomed. The modern idea of the family, also in reaction to the past, gives great importance to love between the husband and wife, stressing the subjective aspects of freedom in decisions and sentiments. However many find it difficult to realise and understand the value of God’s call to cooperate with him in the procreation of human life. Moreover present day societies, although in possession of many means, are not always capable of facilitating the mission of parents, both at the level of spiritual and moral motivations and that of practical living conditions. There is a great need under the cultural profile as well as the political and legislative profile, to support the family and initiatives such as your dispensary are ever more useful. These are small but important realities in which, thanks to God, the Church is rich and she does not cease to put them at the service of all. Dear brothers and sisters, before leaving you I invite you to pray with me for all the families in Rome and in the world, especially those in difficult conditions, above all because they are forced to live away from the country of origin. Let us pray for those parents who are unable to provide their children with what is necessary for health, education and aof dignity and serenity”. (30 December 2005 -  Visit to S. Martha Dispensary”)
My venerable Predecessors always made the family the centre of their attention, especially John Paul II, who dedicated numerous Interventions to it. He was convinced, and said so on many occasions, that the crisis of the family is a serious threat to our civilisation itself.  Precisely to underline the importance of the family based on marriage in the life of the Church and of society, I also wished to make my contribution by speaking at the Diocesan Congress in St John Lateran last 6 June. I am delighted because the diocesan programme is going smoothly with a far-reaching apostolic action which is carried out in the parishes, at the prefectures and in the various ecclesial associations.  May the Lord grant that the common effort lead to an authentic renewal of Christian families

John Paul II

“Our hearts brimming with the joy that comes from this knowledge, let us think back to the events of the year that is coming to an end. We have behind us great events which have left a deep mark on the life of the Church. I am thinking first and foremost of the departure of our beloved Holy Father John Paul II, preceded by a long period of suffering and the gradual loss of speech. No Pope has left us such a quantity of texts as he has bequeathed to us; no previous Pope was able to visit the whole world like him and speak directly to people from all the continents. 

In the end, however, his lot was a journey of suffering and silence. Unforgettable for us are the images of Palm Sunday when, holding an olive branch and marked by pain, he came to the window and imparted the Lord's Blessing as he himself was about to walk towards the Cross. 

Next was the scene in his Private Chapel when, holding the Crucifix, he took part in the Way of the Cross at the Colosseum, where he had so often led the procession carrying the Cross himself. 
Lastly came his silent Blessing on Easter Sunday, in which we saw the promise of the Resurrection, of eternal life, shine out through all his suffering. With his words and actions, the Holy Father gave us great things; equally important is the lesson he imparted to us from the chair of suffering and silence.  In his last book "Memory and Identity" (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2005), he has left us an interpretation of suffering that is not a theological or philosophical theory but a fruit that matured on his personal path of suffering which he walked, sustained by faith in the Crucified Lord. This interpretation, which he worked out in faith and which gave meaning to his suffering lived in communion with that of the Lord, spoke through his silent pain, transforming it into an important message.  (22 December 2005 – Christmas Address to the Curia)

Both at the beginning and once again at the end of the book mentioned, the Pope shows that he is deeply touched by the spectacle of the power of evil, which we dramatically experienced in the century that has just ended. He says in his text:  "The evil... was not a small-scale evil.... It was an evil of gigantic proportions, an evil which availed itself of state structures in order to accomplish its wicked work, an evil built up into a system" (p. 189).  Might evil be invincible? Is it the ultimate power of history? Because of the experience of evil, for Pope Wojty³a the question of redemption became the essential and central question of his life and thought as a Christian. Is there a limit against which the power of evil shatters? "Yes, there is", the Pope replies in this book of his, as well as in his Encyclical on redemption.  The power that imposes a limit on evil is Divine Mercy. Violence, the display of evil, is opposed in history - as "the totally other" of God, God's own power - by Divine Mercy. The Lamb is stronger than the dragon, we could say together with the Book of Revelation. At the end of the book, in a retrospective review of the attack of 13 May 1981 and on the basis of the experience of his journey with God and with the world, John Paul II further deepened this answer. What limits the force of evil, the power, in brief, which overcomes it - this is how he says it - is God's suffering, the suffering of the Son of God on the Cross:  "The suffering of the Crucified God is not just one form of suffering alongside others.... In sacrificing himself for us all, Christ gave a new meaning to suffering, opening up a new dimension, a new order:  the order of love.... The passion of Christ on the Cross gave a radically new meaning to suffering, transforming it from within.... It is this suffering which burns and consumes evil with the flame of love.... All human suffering, all pain, all infirmity contains within itself a promise of salvation;... evil is present in the world partly so as to awaken our love, our self-gift in generous and disinterested service to those visited by suffering.... Christ has redeemed the world:  "By his wounds we are healed' (Is 53: 5)" (p. 189, ff.). All this is not merely learned theology, but the expression of a faith lived and matured through suffering. Of course, we must do all we can to alleviate suffering and prevent the injustice that causes the suffering of the innocent. However, we must also do the utmost to ensure that people can discover the meaning of suffering and are thus able to accept their own suffering and to unite it with the suffering of Christ. In this way, it is merged with redemptive love and consequently becomes a force against the evil in the world. The response across the world to the Pope's death was an overwhelming demonstration of gratitude for the fact that in his ministry he offered himself totally to God for the world; a thanksgiving for the fact that in a world full of hatred and violence he taught anew love and suffering in the service of others; he showed us, so to speak, in the flesh, the Redeemer, redemption, and gave us the certainty that indeed, evil does not have the last word in the world”. (22 December 2005 – Christmas Address to the Curia) 

Immaculate Conception

“But now we must ask ourselves:  What does "Mary, the Immaculate" mean? Does this title have something to tell us? Today, the liturgy illuminates the content of these words for us in two great images. First of all comes the marvellous narrative of the annunciation of the Messiah's coming to Mary, the Virgin of Nazareth. The Angel's greeting is interwoven with threads from the Old Testament, especially from the Prophet Zephaniah. He shows that Mary, the humble provincial woman who comes from a priestly race and bears within her the great priestly patrimony of Israel, is "the holy remnant" of Israel to which the prophets referred in all the periods of trial and darkness. In her is present the true Zion, the pure, living dwelling-place of God. In her the Lord dwells, in her he finds the place of his repose. She is the living house of God, who does not dwell in buildings of stone but in the heart of living man. She is the shoot which sprouts from the stump of David in the dark winter night of history. In her, the words of the Psalm are fulfilled:  "The earth has yielded its fruits" (Ps 67: 7). She is the offshoot from which grew the tree of redemption and of the redeemed. God has not failed, as it might have seemed formerly at the beginning of history with Adam and Eve or during the period of the Babylonian Exile, and as it seemed anew in Mary's time when Israel had become a people with no importance in an occupied region and with very few recognizable signs of its holiness. God did not fail. In the humility of the house in Nazareth lived holy Israel, the pure remnant. God saved and saves his people. From the felled tree trunk Israel's history shone out anew, becoming a living force that guides and pervades the world. Mary is holy Israel:  she says "yes" to the Lord, she puts herself totally at his disposal and thus becomes the living temple of God. ” (8 December 2005 – homily in St Peter’s feast of the Immaculate Conception) 
“Today, we are celebrating the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. It is a day of intense spiritual joy when we contemplate the Virgin Mary, "high beyond all other, lowlier is none... the consummation planned by God's decree", as is sung by the great poet Dante (Par., XXXIII, 3). In Mary shines forth the eternal goodness of the Creator who chose her in his plan of salvation to be the mother of his Only-begotten Son; God, foreseeing his death, preserved her from every stain of sin (cf. Concluding Prayer). In this way, in the Mother of Christ and our Mother the vocation of every human being is perfectly fulfilled. All men and women, according to St Paul, are called to be holy and blameless in God's sight, full of love (cf. Eph 1: 4, 5). Looking at Mary, how can we, her children, fail to let the aspiration to beauty, goodness and purity of heart be aroused in us? Her heavenly candour draws us to God, helping us to overcome the temptation to live a mediocre life composed of compromises with evil, and directs us decisively towards the authentic good that is the source of joy. ” (8 December 2005 – Angelus) 
“Yes, we want to thank you, Virgin Mother of God and our most beloved Mother, for your intercession for the good of the Church. You, who in embracing the divine will without reserve were consecrated with all of your energies to the person and work of your Son, teach us to keep in our heart and to meditate in silence, as you did, upon the mysteries of Christ's life. May you who reached Calvary, ever-deeply united to your Son who from the Cross gave you as mother to the disciple John, also make us feel you are always close in each moment of our lives, especially in times of darkness and trial. You, who at Pentecost, together with the Apostles in prayer, called upon the gift of the Holy Spirit for the newborn Church, help us to persevere in the faithful following of Christ. To you, a "sign of certain hope and comfort", we trustfully turn our gaze "until the day of the Lord shall come" (Lumen Gentium, n. 68). You, Mary, are invoked with the insistent prayer of the faithful throughout the world so that you, exalted above all the angels and saints, will intercede before your Son for us, "until all families of peoples, whether they are honoured with the title of Christian or whether they still do not know the Saviour, may be happily gathered together in peace and harmony into one People of God, for the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity" (ibid., n. 69). Amen” (8 December  2005 – address in Piazza di Spagna)

The Sick
I would now like to address you, dear brothers and sisters, tried by illness, to invite you to offer your condition of suffering, together with Christ, to the Father, certain that every trial accepted with resignation is meritorious and draws divine goodness upon the whole of humanity. I express appreciation to those who help and care for you in residential centres, day hospitals and wards providing diagnosis and treatment, and I exhort them to strive to ensure that medical, social and pastoral assistance for those in need is never lacking, respectful of the dignity proper to every human being. The Church, particularly through the work of her chaplains, will not fail to offer you her help, well aware that she is called to express Christ's love and concern for those who suffer and for those who look after them. I commend pastoral workers and voluntary associations and organizations to support in practical ways and through concrete initiatives, those families who have mentally ill people dependent upon them. I hope that the culture of acceptance and sharing will grow and spread to them, thanks also to suitable laws and health-care programmes which provide sufficient resources for their practical application. The training and updating of personnel who work in such a delicate sector of society is more urgent than ever. Every Christian, according to his specific duty and responsibility, is called to make his contribution so that the dignity of these brothers and sisters may be recognized, respected and promoted. (8 December 2005 – message for World Day of the Sick) 
Duc in altum! This invitation of Christ to Peter and the Apostles I address to the Ecclesial Communities spread throughout the world and in a special way to those who are at the service of the sick, so that, with the help of Mary, Salus infirmorum, they will witness to God's goodness and fatherly concern. May the Holy Virgin comfort those who are afflicted by illness and support those who, like the Good Samaritan, soothe their physical and spiritual wounds. I assure each of you that you will be remembered in my prayer, as I willingly impart my Blessing upon you all.

 (8 December 2005 – message for World Day of the Sick) 
Martyrdom
“Stephen was a genuine disciple of Jesus and imitated him perfectly. With Stephen began that long series of martyrs who sealed their faith by offering their lives, proclaiming with their heroic witness that God became man to open the Kingdom of Heaven to humankind. In the atmosphere of Christmas joy, the reference to the Martyr St Stephen does not seem out of place. Indeed, the shadow of the Cross was already extending over the manger in Bethlehem. It was foretold by the poverty of the stable in which the infant wailed, the prophecy of Simeon concerning the sign that would be opposed and the sword destined to pierce the heart of the Virgin, and Herod's persecution that would make necessary the flight to Egypt. It should not come as a surprise that this Child, having grown to adulthood, would one day ask his disciples to follow him with total trust and faithfulness on the Way of the Cross. Already at the dawn of the Church, many Christians, attracted by his example and sustained by his love, were to witness to their faith by pouring out their blood. The first martyrs would be followed by others down the centuries to our day. How can we not recognize that professing the Christian faith demands the heroism of the Martyrs in our time too, in various parts of the world? Moreover, how can we not say that everywhere, even where there is no persecution, there is a high price to pay for consistently living the Gospel?  (26 December 2005 – Angelus)
Christmas

After celebrating the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, we enter during these days into the evocative atmosphere of immediate preparation for Holy Christmas, and we already see the tree set up here. In today's consumer society, this period has unfortunately suffered a sort of commercial "pollution" that risks changing its authentic spirit, marked by recollection, moderation and joy, which is not external but intimate. It is thus providential that almost as a portal to Christmas there should be the feast of the one who is the Mother of Jesus and who, better than anyone else, can lead us to know, love and adore the Son of God made man. Let us therefore allow her to accompany us; may her sentiments prompt us to prepare ourselves with heartfelt sincerity and openness of spirit to recognize in the Child of Bethlehem the Son of God who came into the world for our redemption. Let us walk together with her in prayer and accept the repeated invitation that the Advent liturgy addresses to us to remain in expectation - watchful and joyful expectation -, for the Lord will not delay: he comes to set his people free from sin. ”. (11 December 2005 – Angelus). 
“Following a beautiful and firmly-rooted tradition, many families set up their Crib immediately after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, as if to relive with Mary those days full of trepidation that preceded the birth of Jesus. Putting up the Crib at home can be a simple but effective way of presenting faith, to pass it on to one's children. The Crib helps us contemplate the mystery of God's love that was revealed in the poverty and simplicity of the Bethlehem Grotto. St Francis of Assisi was so taken by the mystery of the Incarnation that he wanted to present it anew at Greccio in the living Nativity scene, thus beginning an old, popular tradition that still retains its value for evangelization today.  Indeed, the Crib can help us understand the secret of the true Christmas because it speaks of the humility and merciful goodness of Christ, who "though he was rich he made himself poor" for us (II Cor 8: 9). His poverty enriches those who embrace it and Christmas brings joy and peace to those who, like the shepherds in Bethlehem, accept the Angel's words: "Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes" (Lk 2: 12). This is still the sign for us too, men and women of the third millennium. There is no other Christmas.”. (11 December 2005 – Angelus)
Dear university friends, we are approaching the great and evocative event of Holy Christmas. The typical atmosphere of this feast invites us to be close and to rejoice. As I hope that those who can will celebrate the Christmas festivities at home in great serenity, I ask you to accept in its fullness the spiritual message that this Solemnity presents anew to us. God became Man, he came to dwell among us. Let us prepare our hearts to welcome the One who comes to save us with the gift of his life, which makes him one of us, makes him close to us, and he becomes our brother. May Mary Most Holy, Sedes Sapientiae, guide you as you wait. Her Icon, which is visiting various nations, is now being handed over by the delegation of Poland to the delegation of Bulgaria, to continue its peregrinatio [pilgrimage] to the university cities of that Country. May she, the faithful Virgin, the Mother of Christ, obtain the light of divine Wisdom, Christ the Lord, for each one of you and for your academic milieus. A Merry Christmas to you all! (15 December 2005 – speech to University students) 
Today's General Audience is taking place in an atmosphere of glad and excited expectation for the Christmas festivities, now at hand. Come, Lord Jesus! This is what we repeat in prayer during these days, preparing our hearts to taste the joy of the Redeemer's birth. In this last week of Advent in particular, the liturgy accompanies and sustains us on our inner journey with repeated invitations to welcome the Saviour and to recognize him in the humble Child lying in a manger. This is the mystery of Christmas, which a wealth of symbols helps us to understand better. These include the symbol of light, which is one of the symbols richest in spiritual significance and on which I would like briefly to reflect. In our hemisphere, the Feast of Christmas coincides with the days of the winter solstice, after which the daylight time gradually lengthens, in accordance with the sequence of the seasons. This helps us understand better the theme of light that overcomes the darkness. It is an evocative symbol of a reality that touches the innermost depths of the human being:  I am referring to the light of good that triumphs over evil, the light of love that overcomes hatred, the light of life that defeats death. Christmas makes us think of this inner light, the divine light that returns to propose anew to us the proclamation of the definitive victory of God's love over sin and death. Therefore, in the Novena of Holy Christmas that we are now making, there are many and significant evocations of light. The antiphon we sang at the beginning of our meeting also reminds us of light. The Saviour awaited by the people is hailed as the "Rising Star", the star that points out the way to men and women and guides them as they journey through the shadows and dangers of the world toward the salvation promised by God and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. As we prepare to celebrate the Saviour's Birth joyfully in our families and our Ecclesial Communities, while a certain modern, consumerist culture tends to do away with the Christian symbols of the celebration of Christmas, may it be everyone's task to grasp the value of the Christmas traditions that are part of the patrimony of our faith and our culture, in order to pass them on to the young generations. Let us remember in particular, as we look at the streets and squares of the cities decorated with dazzling lights, that these lights refer us to another light, invisible to the eyes but not to the heart. While we admire them, while we light the candles in churches or the illuminations of the crib and the Christmas tree in our homes, may our souls be open to the true spiritual light brought to all people of good will. The God-with-us, born in Bethlehem of the Virgin Mary, is the Star of our lives! "O rising Star, splendour of eternal light, sun of justice: shine on those lost in the darkness of death!". Making our own this invocation of today's liturgy, let us ask the Lord to hasten his glorious coming among us, among all those who are suffering, for in him alone can the genuine expectations of the human heart find fulfilment. May this Star of light that never sets communicate to us the strength to follow always the path of truth, justice and love! Let us live these last days before Christmas intensely, together with Mary, the Virgin of silence and listening. May she who was totally enveloped by the light of the Holy Spirit help us to understand and live to the full the mystery of Christ's Nativity. With these sentiments, exhorting you to keep alive the inner wonder in fervent expectation of the celebration of the Saviour's birth that is now at hand, I am pleased to express from this moment my most cordial good wishes for a holy and happy Christmas to all of you present here, to your relatives, to your communities and to all your loved ones.  (21 December 2005 – Udienza general audience) 
Peace

“News of war is arriving from every part of the world. This morning I would like to make a new appeal to the Leaders of Nations and to all people of good will to cooperate in order to put an end to the violence that disfigures humanity and jeopardizes the growth of peoples and the hopes of numerous populations.”. (1 December 2005 – address to new 11 Ambasadors )

“The very name Benedict, which I chose on the day of my election to the Chair of Peter, is a sign of my personal commitment to peace. In taking this name, I wanted to evoke both the Patron Saint of Europe, who inspired a civilization of peace on the whole continent, and Pope Benedict XV, who condemned the First World War as a ''useless slaughter'' and worked for a universal acknowledgment of the lofty demands of peace.”. (14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 

“Peace is an irrepressible yearning present in the heart of each person, regardless of his or her particular cultural identity. Consequently, everyone should feel committed to service of this great good, and should strive to prevent any form of untruth from poisoning relationships. All people are members of one and the same family. An extreme exaltation of differences clashes with this fundamental truth. We need to regain an awareness that we share a common destiny which is ultimately transcendent, so as to maximize our historical and cultural differences, not in opposition to, but in cooperation with, people belonging to other cultures. These simple truths are what make peace possible; they are easily understood whenever we listen to our own hearts with pure intentions. Peace thus comes to be seen in a new light: not as the mere absence of war, but as a harmonious coexistence of individual citizens within a society governed by justice, one in which the good is also achieved, to the extent possible, for each of them. The truth of peace calls upon everyone to cultivate productive and sincere relationships; it encourages them to seek out and to follow the paths of forgiveness and reconciliation, to be transparent in their dealings with others, and to be faithful to their word. In a particular way, the followers of Christ, recognizing the insidious presence of evil and the need for that liberation brought by the divine Master, look to him with confidence, in the knowledge that ''he committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips'' (1 Pet 2:22; cf. Is 53:9). Jesus defined himself as the Truth in person, and, in addressing the seer of the Book of Revelation, he states his complete aversion to ''every one who loves and practices falsehood'' (Rev 22:15). He has disclosed the full truth about humanity and about human history. The power of his grace makes it possible to live ''in'' and ''by'' truth, since he alone is completely true and faithful. Jesus is the truth which gives us peace.”. (14 dicembre 2005 – Messaggio per la XVI Giornata Mondiale della Pace) 
“The truth of peace must also let its beneficial light shine even amid the tragedy of war. The Fathers of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, in the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, pointed out that ''not everything automatically becomes permissible between hostile parties once war has regrettably commenced''. As a means of limiting the devastating consequences of war as much as possible, especially for civilians, the international community has created an international humanitarian law. In a variety of situations and in different settings, the Holy See has expressed its support for this humanitarian law, and has called for it to be respected and promptly implemented, out of the conviction that the truth of peace exists even in the midst of war. International humanitarian law ought to be considered as one of the finest and most effective expressions of the intrinsic demands of the truth of peace. Precisely for this reason, respect for that law must be considered binding on all peoples. Its value must be appreciated and its correct application ensured; it must also be brought up to date by precise norms applicable to the changing scenarios of today's armed conflicts and the use of ever newer and more sophisticated weapons”. (14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 
“Here I wish to express gratitude to the international organizations and to all those who are daily engaged in the application of international humanitarian law. Nor can I fail to mention the many soldiers engaged in the delicate work of resolving conflicts and restoring the necessary conditions for peace. I wish to remind them of the words of the Second Vatican Council: ''All those who enter the military in service to their country should look upon themselves as guardians of the security and freedom of their fellow-countrymen, and, in carrying out this duty properly, they too contribute to the establishment of peace''.On this demanding front the Catholic Church's military ordinariates carry out their pastoral activity: I encourage both the military Ordinaries and military chaplains to be, in every situation and context, faithful heralds of the truth of peace”. (14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 
 “Nowadays, the truth of peace continues to be dramatically compromised and rejected by terrorism, whose criminal threats and attacks leave the world in a state of fear and insecurity. My predecessors Paul VI and John Paul II frequently pointed out the awful responsibility borne by terrorists, while at the same time condemning their senseless and deadly strategies. These are often the fruit of a tragic and disturbing nihilism which Pope John Paul II described in these words: ''Those who kill by acts of terrorism actually despair of humanity, of life, of the future. In their view, everything is to be hated and destroyed''.(9) Not only nihilism, but also religious fanaticism, today often labeled fundamentalism, can inspire and encourage terrorist thinking and activity. From the beginning, John Paul II was aware of the explosive danger represented by fanatical fundamentalism, and he condemned it unsparingly, while warning against attempts to impose, rather than to propose for others freely to accept, one's own convictions about the truth. As he wrote: ''To try to impose on others by violent means what we consider to be the truth is an offence against the dignity of the human being, and ultimately an offence against God in whose image he is made''»”. (14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 
“Looked at closely, nihilism and the fundamentalism of which we are speaking share an erroneous relationship to truth: the nihilist denies the very existence of truth, while the fundamentalist claims to be able to impose it by force. Despite their different origins and cultural backgrounds, both show a dangerous contempt for human beings and human life, and ultimately for God himself. Indeed, this shared tragic outcome results from a distortion of the full truth about God: nihilism denies God's existence and his provident presence in history, while fanatical fundamentalism disfigures his loving and merciful countenance, replacing him with idols made in its own image. In analyzing the causes of the contemporary phenomenon of terrorism, consideration should be given, not only to its political and social causes, but also to its deeper cultural, religious and ideological motivations.” (14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 
 “Looking at the present world situation, we can note with satisfaction certain signs of hope in the work of building peace. I think, for example, of the decrease in the number of armed conflicts. Here we are speaking of a few, very tentative steps forward along the path of peace, yet ones which even now are able to hold out a future of greater serenity, particularly for the suffering people of Palestine, the land of Jesus, and for those living in some areas of Africa and Asia, who have waited for years for the positive conclusion of the ongoing processes of pacification and reconciliation. These are reassuring signs which need to be confirmed and consolidated by tireless cooperation and activity, above all on the part of the international community and its agencies charged with preventing conflicts and providing a peaceful solution to those in course.”(14 December 2005 – Message for World Day for Peace) 
Saint Joseph 

“In these last days of Advent the liturgy invites us to contemplate in a special way the Virgin Mary and St Joseph, who lived with unique intensity the period of expectation and preparation for Jesus' birth. Today, I would like to turn my gaze to the figure of St Joseph. In today's Gospel St Luke presents the Virgin Mary as "a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David" (cf. Lk 1: 27). The Evangelist Matthew, however, places a greater emphasis on the putative father of Jesus, stressing that through him the Child belonged legally to the lineage of David and thus fulfilled the Scriptural prophecy that the Messiah would be a "son of David". But Joseph's role cannot be reduced to this legal aspect. He was the model of a "just" man (Mt 1: 19) who, in perfect harmony with his wife, welcomed the Son of God made man and watched over his human growth. It is therefore particularly appropriate in the days that precede Christmas to establish a sort of spiritual conversation with St Joseph, so that he may help us live to the full this great mystery of faith. 
”. (18 dicembre 2005 – Angelus) 

“Beloved Pope John Paul II, who was very devoted to St Joseph, left us a wonderful meditation dedicated to him in the Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos, "The Guardian of the Redeemer". Among the many aspects on which this Document sheds light, the silence of St Joseph is given a special emphasis. His silence is steeped in contemplation of the mystery of God in an attitude of total availability to the divine desires. In other words, St Joseph's silence does not express an inner emptiness but, on the contrary, the fullness of the faith he bears in his heart and which guides his every thought and action. It is a silence thanks to which Joseph, in unison with Mary, watches over the Word of God, known through the Sacred Scriptures, continuously comparing it with the events of the life of Jesus; a silence woven of constant prayer, a prayer of blessing of the Lord, of the adoration of his holy will and of unreserved entrustment to his providence. It is no exaggeration to think that it was precisely from his "father" Joseph that Jesus learned - at the human level - that steadfast interiority which is a presupposition of authentic justice, the "superior justice" which he was one day to teach his disciples (cf. Mt 5: 20). 18 dicembre 2005 – Angelus) 
“Let us allow ourselves to be "filled" with St Joseph's silence! In a world that is often too noisy, that encourages neither recollection nor listening to God's voice, we are in such deep need of it. During this season of preparation for Christmas, let us cultivate inner recollection in order to welcome and cherish Jesus in our own lives”. (18 dicembre 2005 – Angelus) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Abortion-activity pro-life
Vatican City - Dossier Fides in Italian only – Herod: the massacre of the Innocents continues: abortion part one. Introduction, Francesco Silvano President of the bambino Gesù children’s hospital; Iconography of the massacre of the innocents Archbishop Mauro Piacenza President pontifical commission for the cultural patrimony of the church President pontifical commission for sacred archaeology; Magisterium since Vatican II; Thought of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger; Interview Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo President Pontifical council for the family: Abortion: situation in the world

Dossier in Italian (doc file 225kb)

http://www.fides.org/ita/dossier/rtf/dossier_aborto_Iparte.doc
Ecumenism
Corfu (Fides Service) – The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew I sent a brief message of appreciation and congratulations to participants at the 5th Holy Childhood Meeting for Countries of the Mediterranean and Eastern Europe, held 13-17 November in Corfu, Greece, on the theme “Missionary animation in our countries: Contents, methods and tools”. The  Patriarch said he was overjoyed to the hear that for the first time the Meeting of the Pontifical Holy Childhood Society was being held in Greece: “From early times the Great Holy Mother Church of Christ has always shown profound pastoral interest for children and prayed for them in her Divine Liturgies. All Christians know that many holy child martyrs admirably shed their blood for their faith in Christ”. 

The message continues: “The Church has always given special attention to pastoral care for children with catechesis and spiritual and human education”. Bartholomew I expressed congratulations for this initiative organised by the Holy Childhood Society and said he hoped the work of the participants and the animators would bear much fruit for the good of children and the glory of the Most Holy Trinity. 

The work of the Meeting was co-ordinated by the General secretariat of the Pontifical Holy Childhood Society and local organisation was directed by the National Office of the PMS in Greece. The 40 representatives of the countries taking part Greece, Malta, Spain, Egypt, Syria, Holy Land, Bosnia, Croatia, Poland, Czech Republic  Slovakia, Slovenia, Germany presented their activity of  missionary animation among children in the respective countries.  

A note of particular significance was the involvement of civil and religious authorities of the Greek nation. In fact at the opening Mass participants included Catholic Archbishop Ioannis Spiteris of Corfu, Zante and Cefalonia; the representative of the Orthodox Church and the governor of Corfu greeted the participants. Nectarios Metropolitan of Corfu, Pacsi and Diapontie islands said: “Your invitation to my person, an invitation addressed also to our particular Church gives us great honour and joy and at the same time an occasion of communion. We are certain that missionary work will be an excellent way of promoting reciprocal closeness and knowledge through fruitful cooperation”. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2005, righe 30, parole 406) 
Martyrdom
Vatican City - Once again this year Fides has the sad task of issuing the names of pastoral workers who died a violent death in 2005. According to the information collected, 26 Catholics were killed on mission this year one was a bishop and other 25 were priests, religious and lay people. The number is almost double that of last year 2004. As in recent years our list includes besides missionaries ad gentes in the strict sense who died a violent death also other church personnel who conscious of the risk, rather than give up their mission of witness and apostolate, sacrificed their lives. Some of them, whose bodies were found only hours or even days later, appeared to have been killed by thieves or other criminals in a social context of extreme violence, human degradation and poverty which the missionaries were committed to improving with their presence and work. With respect for any judgement the Church may make in their regard, we ask you to remember these men and women in your prayers and to thank God for enabling them to make a generous contribution to further the growth of the Church in many different parts of the world at the service of human promotion and evangelisation. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/12/2005) 

Mission
Tokyo -– The Sisters of Charity of Miyazaki, a Japanese congregation of pontifical right, celebrated a Mass in Tokyo during which five new Sisters took vows.  Three of the women religious made first vows and the other two took final vows choosing to give their whole life to Christ at the service of the Church as members of the Congregation of the Sisters of Charity, the Salesian bulletin ANS reports.

The Mass, at which many priests, Salesians, Pauline Fathers and diocesan priests, men and women religious and lay people took part, was presided by Archbishop of Toyko, archbishop Peter Okada Takeo and concelebrated by vicar general of Tokyo archdiocese Celestino Lavagna. Hymns at the Mass were sung by the choir of the Sisters of Charity, famous for its performances at diocesan events. 

Sr Aloisia Hashiguchi Superior provincial for Japan encouraged the new members to be  “prophetic witnesses of the mercy, love and understanding of the Sacred Heart of Jesus”. Sr. Apollinaris Shimura Superior General of the order, at the time in Bolivia to mark the 40th  anniversary of the Congregation’s first foreign missions, sent a message calling her Sisters to be always faithful to the Lord Jesus. 

The Sisters of Charity of Miyazaki were founded in 1937 by Italian missionary Antonio Cavoli with the inspiration of Venerable Vincenzo Cimatti, Salesian pioneer in Japan. Today they have 174 houses and more than 1,000 Sisters working in South Korea, Brazil, Bolivia Peru, Philippines, Papua New Guinea Germany and Italy.  (Agenzia Fides  10/12/2005  righe 24 parole 241)

Madrid – In dioceses all over Spain the Pontifical Mission Societies will celebrate the Feast of Star Sowers, Holy Childhood children go into the streets to offer Christmas greetings on behalf of missionaries and pin a star on the coat of the people they meet.  The stars are a symbol of the joy of Christmas and the good news of the birth of Jesus who reveals God’s immense love for all men and women. The initiative of Star Sowers was started 28 years ago in Madrid and every year it has involved more and more towns and children all over the country, reaching the present number of 100,000 participants.   


The essence of Star Sowers is that there is more joy in giving than receiving like missionaries who give all and expect nothing  in return. The other element is that while on World Mission Day Holy Childhood children collect money for the missions, at Christmas they go out to thank people for supporting the missions and the missionaries. Children prepare to take part with special catechesis and a prayer before they are ‘sent out’. They spend the whole day distributing Christmas wishes and stars and then meet again at the end of the day. Star Sowers day is held on a day between the 16 and the 24 December in different towns. 

“Star Sowers” also serves to launch Holy Childhood Campaign 2006. In the setting of the 5th centenary of St Francis Xavier which opened on 3 December, the PMS have planned various activities including series of conferences on the figure of St Francis Xavier, mission meetings, launching of publications, video, DVD on the saint. For the 10th year running the PMS are launching a Christmas Call Campaign to offer missionaries free telephone calls to their relations over Christmas. The Campaign lasts from 13 December to 10 January. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/12/2005, righe 27, parole 395) 

Lilongwe - From famine stricken Malawi a missionary with decades of experience writes a letter: “To continue in a few lines the history of a country anxious to see the end of a year which will not go down in history as a year of glory. Political confusion, hunger and again hunger, numerous disoriented institutions and hope that the new year will be better. With regard to politics there remain only cartoons to remark, as if there were any need, on the fragility of the situation. And here there emerge the many theories of democracy imposed by donor countries which fails to take into account the people’s past, culture and aspirations. Thirty years of dictatorship, ten years of the United Democratic Front, one year of the Democratic Progressive Party: the history of postcolonial Malawi has still to be written and above all accepted as a lesson for the future”. 

The week was marked by six by-elections. Voters in six areas were called to choose representative in Parliament to replace those who died since the 2004 elections. The electoral commission, chaired by High Court judge Anastazia Msosa (Catholic and Patron of Radio Maria Malawi) respected for her impartial leadership of the commission during the first elections in 1994, confirmed that five elected candidates are members of the president’s party DPP, whereas for one candidate there were no results because of asserted fraud. 

Now the President is convinced he can lead the country and gain more seats. The opposition calls for an end to the practice that those in power use radio and TV for their own exclusive advantage. This happened also this time with only one version of events reaching the people who were unprepared for the elections except to vote for the party in power. One problem remains: section 65(1) of Malawi’s constitution which says that an elected MP in a party or as an independent who joins another party or’ Crosses the Floor’ loses his seat. The decision falls to the constitutional court. If it confirms the constitution over 27 MPs will lose their seats (13 are government ministers ex-UDF or independents). The government after the most recent results is not afraid to ask the electors for a mandate, the opposition after last week is weaker. What will happen? The election of 6 MPs cost 65 million Kwacha (about 430,000 Euro). It would take at least 300 million Kwacha (2,000.000 Euro) to elect 27 new MPs... and there is no money. The government cannot even afford to pay the return of 16 diplomats who were moved or where the embassy has been closed... although it does continue to pay their salary abroad. The court is due to announce its decision on 12 December 2005... and then Christmas which seemed so near, may be still distant, and then parliament will be convoked... and then hunger will be the same hunger as before”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 15/12/2005 righe 41 parole 584)

Vatican City - Can an apparently ordinary life such as that of Madre Maria Teresa Casini (Frascati 1864-Grottaferrata 1937), unknown and humble, in a period of great political and social upheaval, be of interest to people today? “The foundress of the Oblate Sisters of the Sacred Heart lived a life which had no outstanding events and took place in the restricted are of two convents, one in Frascati the other in Rome” says the author Angelo Scelzo, Under Secretary of the Pontifical Council for  Social Communications  “I want to be a saint” who tells of the nun’s life and work. “This story, like many others, emerges because it was a life of values which need not be proclaimed all the time because they are so strong and have such a natural eloquence that in the end they emerge and make their mark, through concrete actions, institutions, pastoral intuitions.” Madre Casini realised that the crucial point in her time was to help priests in their mission and she dedicated her whole life to sustaining and encouraging holiness among priests. “To Madre Casini we owe the intuition of pre-seminaries – says Angelo Scelzo – hence the idea of guaranteeing vocation formation before the seminary, and above all her work was directed to offering in assistance to priests. So their activity could bear more fruit she relieved them of certain heavy burdens so they could express the riches of their ministry. This was an act of great humility and at the same time, pastoral intelligence, to valorise priests as the pivot of all evangelisation”.

The recent growing popularity of religious literature is due also to the diffusion of biographies of people like Madre Casini, written for the general public but with historical precision, which are both easy to read and interesting. This brings unknown people to the fore. “I think this success is due to the fact that these are true stories, lives which were lived in which nothing was dull, colourless, illusory  –Scelzo explains -. Increasingly popular today fiction and reality shows present situations apparently connected with reality but which instead have nothing to do with it. These forms of communication have success but they also increase the desire for authentic and real situations. We live in a situation ever more globalised which generalises  and targets the crowds, and this is why people want to hear about personal stories which escape the limelight. Biographies are about people and these stories are important because they are the foundations of civil society, of history and progress. even little gestures, signs and stories help to build the history of the Church and the world.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/12/2005, righe 34, parole 489)
Christmas
Vatican City – The “Gospels of the Infancy” of Luke and Matthew which describe the birth of Jesus constitute the nucleus of representations of the Nativity. The principle episodes include: the poor birth of Jesus “in a manger because there was no place in the inn” (Luke 2,7); the adoration of the shepherds who represent the most marginalised part of the people of Israel and the visit of the Wise Men who came from the East following the star, a symbol of the pagan peoples who show faith in the Child Jesus. 

The early Christians identified themselves with the Wise Men when, starting from the 3rd century, they decorated the walls of Roman catacombs and sarcophaguses with the Nativity scene or enriched it with elements such as the ox and the ass which, according to the prophecy of Isaiah 1,3 (“the ox knows his owner and the ass knows his owner’s manger but  Israel does not know me and my people do not understand me”), became symbols of the Jewish people and the pagans. 

From the 4th century onwards the Nativity was one of the themes most frequently represented by religious art as we see by the precious 5th century Triptych in ivory and precious stones preserved in Milan Cathedral, the mosaics of the Cappella Palatina in Palermo, the Baptistery  in Venice and the Baslicas of St Mary Major and Santa Maria in Trastevere in Rome. In these woks the scene is set in a cave used for animals, with Mary lying down after the birth, Joseph in one corner and the angels sing the news to the shepherds and at times in the distance we see the Wise Men. The Child Jesus is the centre figure, wrapped in swaddling clothes at times so tight that they look like those of a dead person placed in a cradle, which sometimes looks like a sarcophagus, to foretell symbolically his death and resurrection. The representation is also embellished with details taken from the Apocryphal Gospels, like the bathing of the Child, to underline the reality of the incarnation of the Word, true God and true Man. 

The desire of St Francis to help the people relive the birth at Bethlehem involving all the people who came to  Greccio (Rieti) on Christmas night 1223, led to the beautiful tradition of the Nativity Scene which became so popular in Christian devotion and art . The episode was painted by  Giotto in a fresco in the Upper Basilica at Assisi and the first sculpture nativity scene is said to be that worked by Arnolfo di Cambio for the Basilica of St Mary Major in Rome. Thanks to the influence of Franciscan spirituality from the 14th century onwards representations of the Nativity scene changed and the Child was often placed on the ground to underline his humanity, the object of loving devotion and contemplation by the faithful, replaced by Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and Wise Men who become supporting actors.

It would be quite impossible to list all the artists who have worked on this subject at all latitudes and with all sorts of methods putting into their work their sensitivity and spirituality. It could be just as interesting to consider instead some details, mostly unnoticed, which are rich in meaning. The ruins of old buildings in a Nativity scene for example are not simply backgrounds and still less anachronistic anticipation of Roman tastes. The derive from a tradition, reported by Jacopo da Varazze (1228 ca. - 1298) in his Legenda Aurea, who speaks of the pagan belief that the Temple of Peace in Rome would fall only if a virgin should give birth to a child. These ruins assume therefore a symbolic significance indicating that eternity and peace do not depend on any human strength they are in the hands of the “Prince of peace” (Isaiah 9, 5).

One more example: the traditional number of the Three Wise Men comes from the three gifts they carry - gold incense e myrrh -, which the liturgy of the Epiphany happily interprets as the triple profession in Jesus King, God and Man, who was to die . In the 14th century the Wise Men change and become distinct the one from the other . Identified with peoples descended from the sons of Noah, they become representatives of the three human races of the three continents known at that time and the three ages of mankind: elderly Balthassar represents Europe; mature Melchior with his turban Asia and young dark skinned Gaspar Africa. In my opinion at this time of tension between peoples and religious the Three Wise Men transmit a message of peace and harmony.

In other words Nativity Scenes are filled with spiritual and theological significance. In a famous speech Pope Saint Leo the Great calls the people to rejoice for the birth of the Lord because Christmas is “a joy for all because Our Lord, who conquered sin and death, finding no one free of guilt came to save all”. Therefore, “the saint rejoices because the reward is close; the sinner rejoices because he is offered forgiveness; the pagan takes new courage because he is called to life  ” (Speech 1 Christmas, 1-3: PL 54, 190-193). In the humanity, holy yet sinful, which throngs representations of the Nativity in art, we can feel therefore that we are represented with our owns story, and daily anxieties and difficulties, our conquests more or less ephemeral, our striving more or less successful. With this in mind we will feel that we too are included in Pope Leo’s call to rejoice.

Following the method of prayer used by Saint Teresa of Jesus, who suggests in her Path to Perfection to use a picture of the Lord to foster prayer, or that of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, who recommended his followers to prepare for spiritual meditation with a “composition of the place” in which imagining the smallest details of the Gospel scene subject of our contemplation, we can transform works of art, even the most modest,  especially representations of the Nativity, but I refer also to music, starting with Gregorian Chant, in opportunities for prayer and contemplation. Indeed this was the aim of Christian artists of the past who laboured not merely  to produce a work and end in itself. This is a warm invitation to all artists today. In the field of figurative arts and in that of music and to the more than even treasured category of craftsmen.

We may therefore wish one another that as we contemplate an image of the Nativity we too may have the same experience as Tommaso da Celano who says with regard to the Nativity Scene at Greccio: “…thanks to the Saint, in the hearts of many who had forgotten him the infant Jesus was brought to life again and recollection of Him remained deeply impressed in their memory” (Vita prima, 30, 86). 

+ Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Council for the Cultural Patrimony of the Church and the Commission for Sacred Archaeology (Agenzia Fides 23/12/2005)

Gulu -“Christmas finds children in northern Uganda in about the same situation as the Holy Infant Jesus who had to flee into Egypt” says a missionary in the north of Uganda where majority of the population is displaced and lives in camps because of violence on the part of the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels.

 “Christmas is traditionally a family celebration but for these people this is impossible. The huts are very small and the children sleep elsewhere in sleeping centres.  It is said that they are sent to these centres to avoid being kidnapped by the guerrillas. But this is only partly true. The main reason is that conditions in these camps for internally displaced persons are disastrous” the missionary said. “Only a few days ago in one of the camps 400 huts were destroyed when an accidental fire broke out. People live on top of each other in precarious sanitary conditions”.

“So not many children spend Christmas which is above all a feast for them with their parents” the missionary said. “Nevertheless the Christian community will celebrate the coming of Christ. I am very grateful to the catechists and lay people who foster reconciliation among the camp dwellers and help them reacquire their dignity and maintain it”.

“In my parish there are 5 camps of internally displaced persons. I will celebrate midnight mass in one of the camps and the day mass in another” the missionary said. “We thank God that the community is strong in faith. Abundant seed was sown but the harvest is abundant too.  On one Sunday alone I baptised 63 babies in one camp and 45 in another, not counting 126 high-school age children baptised in the same week”.

   “The present which children in northern Uganda hope for is that the international community will assume its responsibility in their regard. It is not simply a question of providing humanitarian aid. These people must be put in the condition to live in peace and security and be able to offer their children a better future. The scandal of refugee camps must stop” the religious said.

For almost 20 years the life of the people in northern Uganda has been completely disrupted by LRA guerrilla warfare. At lease one million men women and children live in camps for internally displaced persons and over 35,000 children have been kidnapped and transformed into soldiers. What is more the rebels are a small number compared to the vast area they terrorise. Is there no way of stopping this tragedy? We pray the Infant Jesus will bring us the gift of peace” the missionary concluded.. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 23/12/2005 righe 37 parole 492)

Peace

Gulu - The members of Acholi Religious leaders Peace Initiative ARPLI held a service to commemorate some 6,000 men, women and children brutally murdered at Omot in the northern Ugandan district of Pader three years ago by guerrillas of the Lord’s Resistance Army LRA led by Joseph Kony. In his address Archbishop John Baptist Odama, archbishop of Gulu and chairman of ARLPI, appealed to Ugandans “not to kill”, underlining that only forgiveness and prayer can cure the evil in man. This is why Archbishop Odama urged Ugandans to develop a spirit of prayer to build confidence and total trust in God. Among the participants, local MP professor Morris Ogenga Latigo who called on the government to follow the example of ARPLI to restore peace and stability in the Acholi region. Mr Latigo condemned the recent killing of 13 people in the village of Ligiligi urging the guerrillas to disarm. Formed mainly of Acholi, LRA since 1989 has fought president Yoweri Museveni who seized power in 1986 overthrowing a military junta of mainly Acholi officers who fled to Sudan an formed various groups, one being LRA. LRA ideology is a mixture of Christianity, Islam and traditional African religions. This is why local religious leaders are committed to talking with the guerrilla leaders to reach peace. The LRA is infamous for abducting children to use as child soldiers. It is estimated that 20,000 children were abducted in 20 years of civil war. On November 30 LRA vice- chief Vincent Otti said the rebel movement was ready for peace talks with Kampala. However Ugandan militia continue raids in southern Sudan where LRA has its bases. Kony’s men attacked villages in southern Sudan and threatened humanitarian workers.. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 2/12/2005 righe 37 parole 433)
Kampala - In a pastoral letter addressed to Catholics and all Ugandans of good will the Bishops of Uganda have urged the government to establish a “Truth and Reconciliation Commission” to solve the bloody conflicts which have plagued the country for some time. 


“We suggest that an instrument for reconciliation be instituted (possibly a national conference) to discuss and analyse the conflicts in this country and agree on how to resolve them” the Bishops say in the Pastoral letter “Towards a Democratic and Peaceful Uganda based on the common good”. 


 “But in order for such initiative to succeed it should be adequately participatory and accompanied by openness and sincerity on the part of every Ugandan who in one way or another contributed to the bloody past and present” the Bishops underline.


The Bishops speak of the political situation in Uganda expressing satisfaction for progress of the multiparty democracy, with the registration of no less than 33 parties for elections in March 2006. However the Bishops note with concern that most local political forces are involved in sterile internal battles instead of concentrating their efforts on developing serious political proposals to face the problems of the nation.


“We have also observed with great concern the militaristic trend developing in the transition process, with some parties already forming or planning to form Youth brigades to promote their manifestoes through use of violence” the Bishops write.


They urge the government to find solutions for the conflict which still bloody Uganda. Referring to fighting in Gulu northern Uganda the Bishops write: “We once again reiterate our call to Government to do all it can to end the war in the North without any further delays. We do understand that significant achievements have been recorded in terms of security of people and property - reduction in abductions, security on roads and the surrender of many Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) fighters - thanks to the Government and to the Amnesty Act and the efforts of Ms. Betty Bigombe and different religious and political groups in Northern Uganda.”. 


Concerning disarmament in Karamoja, the Bishops say  “we call for transparency and commitment in the process so that it becomes a really effective intervention. We suggest that the exercise include other fundamental issues in Karamoja, such as apparent marginalisation of Karamoja, poverty, raids and road thuggery, and cultural rigidities among others that have hampered any positive progress in that part of the country.”. The Bishops also express concern for paramilitary groups operating in north and east of Uganda  “taking over the role of the army”.


“As for the Church, the pastoral agents such as Priests, Religious, Catechists, Justice and Peace Commissions in the whole country should educate the people on the political transition through provision of accurate information using all available means. In their duties they should be governed by a deep appreciation of impartiality in order to maintain the confidence of all sides competing for political power” The Bishops conclude” concludono i Vescovi. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 10/12/2005 righe 42 parole 475)

Ambon  - With a message from Pope Benedict XVI who encourages the people of Moluccas and assures them of his prayers, Papal Nuncio in Indonesia and East Timor Archbishop Malcolm Ranjith Patabendige paid a pastoral a week long visit 2-9 December to Catholics in the Moluccas islands. The Archbishop has just been called to Rome to be secretary of the Vatican Congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments.

The Nuncio had meetings with local Catholics and presided several liturgies. He also met civil and political local authorities, Christian leaders and Muslim leaders.

The purpose of the visit was to carry a message of peace as Archbishop Ranjith said at his various meetings. He said he hoped the situation of good relations and calm would continue thanks to commitment on the part of civil and religious leaders and that the wounds caused by inter-religious clashes in the past between local Protestants and Muslims would gradually heal and the spirit of reconciliation for the good of all would prevail.

This pre-Christmas visit by Archbishop Ranjith found eastern Indonesia, the Moluccas and Sulawesi in particular,  in a situation of latent tension. People fear a new outbreak of violence as in 1999 and 2002 when conflict was sparked by provocateurs from outside intent on destabilising the country. 

Local Church sources say recent violent events make people fearful: decapitation of three Christian school girls in Poso (Sulawesi); another Christian girls murdered with a machete in Palu (Sulawesi); armed attack in Palu, on a Christian couple as they were leaving a church; a bomb explosion near a church in Ambon. 

In view of festivities for Christmas and New Year police in the Moluccas are on the alert for possible  acts of  terrorism Security measures to prevent infiltration of terrorists have been intensified.. (Agenzia Fides 12/12/2005 righe: 27 Parole: 272)

Sudan

Rome - “Children who have lost one or both parents are a major concern for the Catholic Church in Sudan” says Cardinal Gabriel Zubeir Wako, archbishop of Khartoum and President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sudan. “Civil war produced large numbers of orphans” the Cardinal explains. “Some have lost their father, many have lost father and mother and with no one to care for them these children are in a very difficult and precarious situation. Children living only with their mother are also in difficulty because women are one of the most disadvantaged categories in Sudanese society”.


“This is why we have intensified programmes for children in education and healthcare. In  Khartoum alone the Church runs schools for 40,000 children” the Cardinal says.


“During the long years of war the Catholic Church was the only source of hope for millions of people, both for those who remained in the south and those who fled from the villages seeking safety in the north and in the capital. The latter were strongly pressured to convert to Islam: they lacked everything and were attracted by the offer of material help on the condition they converted. But only a few agreed. Most remained faithful to Christ  and continue to persevere in the faith” says the Cardinal with regard to the situation in the archdiocese of  Khartoum: “At the beginning of the war when refugees arrived en masse it was difficult to meet the needs of so many people in diocese like Khartoum which had only a small community of Catholics at the time. Today all the parishes in Khartoum are composed of refugees. These people altered the social panorama of the capital and other cities in northern Sudan”.


“The arrival of the refugees was a test for the Church but we managed with the help and dedication of many people” says Cardinal Wako. “The first difficult was diffidence among the displaced persons themselves: in transit camps and parishes we saw the same tribal rivalry that has divided the peoples in southern Sudan for centuries. With patient conversation we managed to convince people of different tribes to talk to each other. Common difficulties to overcome fostered dialogue and I think this was a sign of Divine Providence because God can turn evil into good”.


“Another problem is how to protect the family” Cardinal Wako continues. “Among the refugees there appeared practices such as polygamy, adultery and divorce and these are a threat to Christian marriage. This is another consequence of war which destroys people not only physically but also morally. We asked war trauma experts to come to give seminars to our educators, priests,, religious and laity so we can help people suffering the scars of war”. 


The peace process suffered a set back this Summer with the accidental death of John Garang, head of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army who in keeping with an agreement sign in January this 2005 had just become vice president of Sudan. Cardinal Wako explains the present situation after the death of the historical SPLA leader: “The Catholic Church is a bearer of hope among people who are losing hope fast.  The death of Garang caused a confidence crisis among the people of the south. Garang was seen as the only person able to guarantee a consolidation of the peace process and overcoming of tribal divisions. Sad to say we already see administration posts in the south assigned according to tribe rather than merit. Tribal rivalry is an evil we must face as Church.  If in the north Christians are seen to be supporters of the  SPLA, in the south when people meet a priest or religious the first thing they ask is ‘what is your tribe’? We have been working for decades to overcome this mentality. It is often exhausting and discouraging but we will continue strong in faith, hope and charity”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 12/12/2005 righe 55 parole 735)

Roma - “Little girl orphans are the most tragically affected in Sudan’s drama” says Sr Fulgida Gasparini, Comboni provincial for Southern Sudan. “In the local culture little girls are raised to serve the family. They go out to collect firewood, water, look after the flocks etc. When a little girl loses both parents she remains in the ‘extended family’ the clan. If this is positive on the one hand because it guarantees a minimum of protection on the other it is a tragedy because the little girl will have to be a servant to many more people” says the missionary who has worked in southern Sudan for 5 years. “Another serious problem is that of child soldiers demobilised at the end of the war” the missionary added. “In our schools we have special classes for them because they are so deeply traumatised from what they experienced and need to share this pain in order to overcome it”.

Sr Fulgida has been in Sudan since 2000 and since June she co-ordinates the work of 42 Comboni sisters in this province. “At present my mission is at  “Saint Josephine Bakhita Formation Centre” at Kitale run by the diocese of Rumbek. The centre has a minor seminary, a catechists formation centre, a school for nurses and a school for teachers. Thanks to improved security conditions these structures which used to be in Kenya, are soon to be moved further towards the interior of Sudan”.


Sr Fulgida describes the activity of the Comboni Sisters in southern Sudan province: “Besides Rumbek Diocesan Centre we have two communities working among the semi nomad Dinka people who even moved to swamp areas to escape violence of war. These two communities run dispensaries and schools and help with basic pastoral work and promotion of women”. 


“Two years ago” the missionary said “we opened a new community at Gidel in the Nuba mountains. The people here the Nuba are sedentary farmers. They too were affected by the war. They were bombed, raided, raped but they remained on their land because the mountains served as protection”.

 
“There is a community at Nzara diocese of Tombura - Yambo where the people are Azande sedentary farmers. The land in the region is extremely fertile but without roads farmers cannot get their products to a market. It is sad to see so much fruit left to rot. There are no roads or schools or hospitals and spreading AIDS is a serious health problem.”


“In southern Sudan on the border with Uganda with have a community at Lomin working with the Kuku and the community at Nyal in Malakal diocese among the Nuer another semi-nomad people. In this area there are abundant water resources but neither roads or infrastructures”.


“Comboni sisters are engaged in pastoral work and in development programmes striving to valorise and increase local Church resources” says Sr Fulgida. “In 5 years for example at Rumbek Diocesan Centre, a living example of the validity of Comboni’s plan– Save Africa with Africa – I myself and 3 other sisters trained over 250 catechists and 200 school teachers who now teach in rural schools for children who would otherwise not go to school. Our aim is to promote through education and work respect for the dignity of the human person. This task is more complex than giving just material help because it means involving the people and immersion in the local culture”.


“To reach as many people as possible we want to start a radio to broadcast education and pastoral programmes all over southern Sudan” says Sr Fulgida who concludes with a call for help: “Please help us rebuild southern Sudan. Millions of displaced persons and refugees who are coming back to their villages have nothing. The work of rebuilding must involve the people so they feel that the school, the water hole are for them and for their children, and we must also teach them to run these initiatives in the years ahead”.”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 13/12/2005 righe 57 parole 742)

Roma - “Five year olds set example of solidarity which secures peace” say Comboni missionaries underlining that peace demands development guaranteed “I saw refugee children setting an example of solidarity which secures peace” says Italian Comboni missionary Fr Piero Ferrari who just returned from Darfur. “In refugee camps I saw five year olds queuing  up for a mug of tea and a few biscuits and then share them with their younger brothers and sisters as if it were the most natural thing in the world. These children teach us to share with others that they may live, and this leads to true peace”.

Fr. Ferrari describes what he saw in the region the size of France: “the situation in Darfur is unspeakably tragic: I travelled for kilometres across the desert, not a natural one, a desert made by man. Entire villages raised to the ground, the villagers exterminated or put to flight. Many camps of displaced persons in Sudan receive help only the from the Catholic Church. Here too the poor and simple people are the greatest: for example the Sisters who care for displaced children under very difficult conditions, without suitable structures, in a situation of precarious security. Here we see what faith is: no one rationally would accept this work except people animated by faith, hope and charity”.


“I often wonder about the future of these children” says Comboni Brother Agostino, on mission in El Obeid diocese. “As well as physical destruction war leaves an indelible mark on people” the mission says. “Whole families are morally and physically destroyed. For extended families in which there remain only the women and children, not even one man to bring in some money it means total dependence or perhaps worse”. 

“We must be able to offer hope to refugees who want to come home after years of exile. But at the moment this is impossible: there are no roads or bridges, no schools or clinics. All Sudan is in the same condition. Only in Khartoum the capital are infrastructures being rebuilt, the whole city is a work site, while the rest of the country is waiting for rebuilding to start at last” the missionary said.


“If they really want peace, development must be guaranteed, these young people have a right to a future and unless it is guaranteed they may have to seek better fortune in another country or remain displaced persons for life”.


“The local Church is doing her part” says Brother Agostino. “In the diocese of El Obeid we have just finished rebuilding three schools destroyed during the civil war. Each school can take up to 250 pupils. Now we are overseeing the rebuilding of schools in the Nuba Mountains where exceptionally ferocious fighting left nothing standing. Besides schools we are also rebuilding dispensaries and clinics”.


“With the war over we can move around more easily and this make our work as missionaries less difficult. We can take spiritual and material help to people in villages isolated for years and access their needs” says Brother Agostino.


“For Christmas we hope to be able to give more families a little extra flour and some palm dates to celebrate the coming of the Lord. Here a little maize flour, milk and dried fruit goes a long way to make many people happy” the missionary concluded. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 13/12/2005 righe 44 parole 598)

Vatican City – Once again this year the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is holding a charity Auction of objects donated by various including gifts received by the Pope and some of the Cardinals and offered for the auction, works of art, coins, valuable furniture. The funds raised will go to help children Sudan.. The Auction will be held today Wednesday 14 December at 5pm at the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples premises, Piazza di Spagna 48. (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2005; righe 6, parole 80)

Khartoum - When Amona Adam Osman was brought to South Darfur Feeding Centre she was all skin and bones. Her mother had very little milk because she herself had nothing to eat. The staff saw the baby was suffering from serious malnutrition and decided to send her to a Catholic clinic which specialises in treatment of these cases. After two months at the Clinic Amona was still in a critical condition but on the way to recovery and well enough to return to the Feeding Centre. Amona’s mother had also been given food and had gradually regained enough strength to breast-feed her baby again  .This is one of many cases treated with the help of Caritas Internationalis and Action by Churches Together International ACT, a global alliance of churches and related agencies working to save lives and support communities.
“Caritas Internationalis has worked with ACT International in Darfur since July 2004,” says François Large Caritas Internationalis Programme Officer illustrating the activity in the western Sudan region of Darfur suffering from the world’s worst ever humanitarian crisis.  Since July 2004 ACT-Caritas has assisted 250,000 children; 39,324 were taken to feeding centres and of these 23, 584 have already been discharged after reaching average weight for their age. Another 250 children in very serious conditions were treated at therapeutic nutrition centres and 228 have recovered and been allowed to go home.   “In Darfur our 35 experts are assisted by 300 local helpers. We work together with other humanitarian agencies, mainly denominational ” says Large. “At the moment Caritas Internationalis and ACT International are assisting 500,000 people half of them children, in various fields, healthcare being the most important. We have set up and run 11 clinics. Feeding is also another essential field of assistance, particularly for women and children. And we also opened small schools. Besides emergency aid we try to help people become self standing. We give them seed, help them dig wells and give training courses”.   The fighting which started in 2003 caused most of the people to leave their homes and despite the presence of African Union observer Mission violence continues . “I spent a month in Darfur” says Large “everywhere I saw destruction and desolation. People seek shelter in the few urban centres where there is a presence of government representatives which the horseback militia dare not attack. The most vulnerable are the women. In fact women who leave the camp to search for firewood at great risk are escorted by teams of humanitarian personnel and African Union peacekeepers.”  “One major commitment at the moment is to help the Dinka return to their region in South Sudan. The Dinka fled to Darfur to escape civil war in South Sudan, but now they find themselves again in the midst of war in Darfur” says Large. “Caritas Holland has started a repatriation programme which includes digging water holes along the routes the displaced people walk to return home”. Besides working in South Sudan Caritas Internationalis also assists Sudanese refugees in Chad.. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 14/12/2005 righe 51 parole 642)
QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - “O Mother intercede for us and for all who suffer because of religious persecution, injustice, discrimination, war”: Cardinal Sepe prays to Our Lady of Lavang
Hué (Fides Service) – On December 1 Cardinal Sepe, still on his pastoral visit to Catholics in Vietnam, made a pilgrimage to the national Marian Shrine of Our Lady of  Lavang where in the past persecuted Christians fled for safety. At the end of Mass, offered for the intentions of the Pope, the Cardinal prayed to the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God to intercede to obtain peace and material and spiritual prosperity for the people of Vietnam and all the graces necessary to continue the earthly pilgrimage. “O Mother intercede for us and for all who suffer because of religious persecution, injustice, discrimination, war” the Cardinal prayed, asking Mary to console and give courage to all the suffering.  


The Cardinal recalled that the Blessed Virgin Mary has appeared in many places in the world, Lourdes, Fatima calling people to pray and to penance and convert their hearts . “Here in Lavang – the Cardinal said– she encourages us to accept suffering and pain willingly because her Mother’s heart knows that the word of her Son Jesus is the truth: ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. (Lk 9,23)”. The true believer “readily accepts God’s will” knowing that Our Lord allows suffering for our sanctification. “At times in life we fail to understand why we have to suffer and our cross becomes incredibly heavy. These are the times when we must say, even amidst our tears ‘Father, your will be done! Dear brothers and sisters we are confident that God our Father loves us and is with us”.


At the end of his homily Cardinal Sepe encouraged those present to imitate the Blessed Virgin Mary as an example of humility and docility to God’s will: “Let us contemplate Mary our Mother and learn from her to live in profound union with Jesus”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/12/2005, righe 22; parole 339)

See homily in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/congregazione/prefetto/prefetto.php?id=79#
VATICAN - “I know the Lord is a Father to the Church in Viêt Nam and very generous in his blessings. The apostolic results we see are fruits of common efforts and sincere and fraternal collaboration”: Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples in Huê 

Huê (Agenzia Fides) – After the pilgrimage to the national Marian shrine of Our Lady of La Vang and the blessing of the House of the Pilgrim, in the afternoon of Thursday 1 December Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, had a meeting with the Bishops of the ecclesiastical circumscription of Hue and he blessed a new Diocesan Pastoral Centre. “I thank you for your fraternal presence, but above all I thank you for your pastoral service, your apostolic zeal and your daily sacrifices for the Kingdom of God” the Cardinal told the Bishops encouraging them to “intensify effective and affective communion with the whole Church, the Pope and bishops and among yourselves”. As a sign of this communion the Cardinal passed on to the Bishops the Apostolic Blessing of Pope Benedict XVI .

From the assembly of Vietnamese Bishops in September it emerged that the situation in the dioceses was relatively stable, the Cardinal recalled although “some difficulties remain and will hopefully be overcome soon”. Positive elements included: ordination and transfer of priests is more frequent, building churches is less complicated, religious activities are gradually becoming normal  routine. It was also possible to organise special initiatives during the Year of the Eucharist which has just ended. “In particular - Cardinal Sepe said – I am happy to know that the Missionary Society of Viêt Nam resumed its activity in 1999 and continues to promote vocations”. “I know the Lord is a Father to the Church in Viêt Nam very generous in his blessings. The apostolic results we see are fruits of common efforts and sincere and fraternal collaboration” the Cardinal said and asked the Bishops to thank on behalf of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples the priests, religious and lay Catholics for “their apostolic zeal and fidelity to the Christian life and the consecrated life”.

 “Cultural and Religious Colloquiums” at which non Christians participated were “a genial means of evangelisation” which  “which presents Christianity with discretion to non Christian intellectuals”. The Cardinal referred to frequent hostility to the faith in the world of today which “through secularisation undermines the foundations of spiritual and moral values and transmits life styles contrary to the values of the Gospel, human values and precious traditions of peoples... Jesus, the Lord of history is truly present among us. He calls us to convert our hearts and to ‘look for the signs of the times’. He calls us above all to bear witness to him through a holy life”.

Later Cardinal Sepe had a meeting with priests and men and women religious whom he described as  “waves of the immense and deep ocean of God’s love sent to refresh and revive the beaches of your land and of the world”. In fact “we must emerge ourselves in the deep sea of God’s love if we are to be sent to the world with the heart of God. Our mission is above all a response to the desire of God who loves every man and women without reserve”.

The last event of the day was a meeting with young people to whom the Cardinal passed on the affectionate greeting and Blessing of Pope Benedict XVI. “Do not be afraid, the Cardinal told the young Vietnamese Catholics, to speak about Christ to people who have never heard of him: Christ is the only, authentic and complete answer to all the questions concerning the human person and human destiny. Without Him the human person remains an enigma which cannot be solved”. He encouraged the young people to give priority to spiritual values and said: “love your country, love the Church, love the Eucharist, the word of God, the Blessed Virgin Mary; be proud that you are Vietnamese, and that you are Catholics, strive to be the best citizens and Catholics of your country”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/12/2005, righe 42; parole 639)

VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe on pastoral visit to Ho Chi Minh City archdiocese: “St Francis Xavier responded generously to the Lord’s command, crossing the world to announce Christ. Today the missionary situation is no better”

Ho Chi Minh City – The pastoral visit to Vietnam of Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples from Friday 2 to Sunday 4 November touched the archdiocese of Ho Chi Minh City. On Saturday 3 December feast of St Francis Xavier patron of missions  the Cardinal presided a concelebrated Mass at the cathedral in the presence of 400 priests, 600 men and women religious and 700 lay Catholics. The Cardinal greeted the Archbishop Cardinal Jean-Baptiste Pham Minh Man and paid tribute to his predecessor Archbishop Paul Nguyen Van Binh and also to the deceased Cardinal Francois Xavier Van Thuan former Coadjutor of Saigon. Saint Francis Xavier, great evangeliser of the Far East, “responded generously to the Lord’s command crossing the world from Europe to India, from Ceylon to Japan to announce Christ” Cardinal Sepe said underlining that the “present situation of mission in the world is no better than the one described by St Francis Xavier” and encouraging those present to follow the example of Francis and make Jesus the centre of life and the  “source of apostolic zeal”.


In the afternoon Card. Sepe visited a community of Sisters of the Congregation of the Lovers of the Cross in Cho Quan and the nearby Catholic parish opened in 1723. At the end of the day meeting delegates of non Christian religions, the Cardinal thanked them for coming to meet him and sent the respective communities his best wishes for prosperity, wellbeing and peace. In Vietnam Catholics are 7% of the population “they strive to fulfil their Christian and civil duties and to build fraternal relations with all human beings and with brothers and sisters of other religions”. Cardinal Sepe said the Catholic Church has profound respect for all religions which, particularly in recent times, “have an important part to play to promote peace which depends on common efforts for integral development of the person”.   


On Sunday 4 December Card. Sepe visited the diocese’s Catholic Pastoral and Cultural Centre a place of study, growth in the faith, pilgrimage and prayer which offers a spiritual and cultural service. He launched an appeal “to undertake serious and objective scientific research on the history of evangelisation in  Vietnam”, because “the truth liberates from any complex of  inferiority or guilt which may weigh on hearts and minds”. After visiting the parish of Saint Paul – Binh Chanh, recently opened, and meeting the Bishops, the Cardinal went to the major seminary to speak to the students on the subject of missionary, spiritual and intellectual formation. “The great work of the first missionaries bore many fruits of great value – said Cardinal Sepe -. The Church in Vietnam manifests an intense vitality despite the difficult situation today. The history of courageous proclamation of the Gospel, persistent animation of Christian communities to be missionaries must be remembered… the vast majority of the people of Vietnam have not heard of Christ. You will be the first artisans of this evangelisation”.

At the Diocesan Cultural Centre the Cardinal had meeting with 6,000 young people and 1,000 married couples, people with a disability and people who care for those with AIDS. He told the young people present that the Church looks upon them “with confidence and love” because they are the future of the Church and the nation and he encouraged them to “love the Church, be the best Catholics in Vietnam”. He urged married couples to be faithful to their marriage vows and duties and to welcome children as a blessing and educate them to be good citizens and good Christians. Lastly he thanked the disabled Catholics present them for their courage and witness of faith and thanked people who take care of those with AIDS “an eloquent witness of love of neighbour”. At the end of the day Cardinal Sepe celebrated Mass of the 2nd Sunday of Advent at the archdiocesan Cultural Centre. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/12/2005, righe 49; parole 704)

VATICAN - Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe concludes pastoral visit in Vietnam inaugurating new diocese of Bà Ria and installing first Bishop: the Church in Vietnam is living an important page in its history, a page of joy and hope

 Bà Ria – On the last lap of his pastoral visit to the Catholic Church in Vietnam Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples was present for the inauguration of the new diocese of Bà Ria, created by Pope Benedict XVI on 22 November and the installation of the new bishop, Bishop Thomas Nguyen Van Tram. “Pope Benedict XVI is present in our midst in spirit  – the Cardinal Sepe in his address at the founding ceremony of the new diocese in the morning of 5 December -, and with his words, in the Apostolic Bull with which he created the new diocese and appointed the first bishop. I have the honour of passing his warm greetings and his apostolic blessing on to you. It is for me a great honour to be here with you on this solemn and historic occasion”.

After calling those present to renew their loyalty to the successor of Peter and to pray for the Pope’s ministry, Cardinal Sepe said the Church in Vietnam is living “an important page in his history, a page of joy and hope”.  The creation of a new diocese is a sign that this Church is growing and active and this is a “cause for joy in the universal Church” and a motive of hope for the future. The Cardinal thanked those who collaborate to meet the spiritual needs of the people. He greeted the Cardinal Archbishop of Ho Chi Minh City, the other Bishops of Vietnam, and the first bishop of the new diocese bishop Thomas Nguyen Van Tram, and the people of the mother diocese of Xuan Loc. Lastly he encouraged the priests, religious and lay people of the new diocese to work together for more effective missionary activity in the spirit of the early Christian communities. “Bà Ria! Tu you are now known to the universal Church, you are among the list of Bishops’ Sees, you are the 26th diocese in Vietnam, and you have a mission: to grow in the holiness, charity, justice and truth of Christ so the world may see you light and good works and glorify the Father in heaven”.


In his homily during Mass at the parish church now raised to the dignity of the cathedral of the new diocese Cardinal Sepe reflected on the significance of this new local Church in Ba Ria “which renders the Church of Christ visible in this region of Vietnam” and on the ministry of the bishop, a successor of the apostles, with the duty to lead the community and make it grow in faith, hope and charity and to guarantee communion with the universal Church.

“Dear brothers and sisters this new diocese is a concrete sign of God’s love for you. He gives you the wonderful gift of forming a Christian community led by your own Bishop always present among you to help you attain sanctification. Be active and generous members of this new diocesan family. Share your talents to build up this Church, this living temple, this mystical body that it may grow and be ever more beautiful and strong in faith before God and before the people of Vietnam”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/12/2005, righe 38; parole 562)

THE POPE’S MISSIONARY PRAYER INTENTION FOR JANUARY 2006

 “For migrants: may they be recognised persons created in the image and likeness of God and welcomed with respect and charity ”.

Comment by Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi C.S., Holy See permanent observer to the United Nations and International Organisations in Geneva
Geneva (Fides Service) – Today more than 200 million people in the world live and work in a country which is not the one in which they were born. This is a sign of the times and a phenomenon which transforms whole countries. Migrants were remembered by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI at the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday June 5 on the occasion of the first centenary of the death of Blessed Giovanni Battista Scalabrini (1839-1905) described by John Paul II "the father of migrants: “May they always meet friendly and welcoming faces to help them overcome their daily difficulties”. With these words the Pope summarised the traditional love for migrants shown by the Church’s saints such as Mother Francesca Saverio Cabrini, John Neuman, Scalabrini, and indicated the path for the future: offering a warm welcome.

The Gospel says that welcome was characteristic of Jesus’ manner of relating to others: he welcomes the crowds, teaches them about the Kingdom of God and heals those who are sick (Lk 9,11); he even welcomes sinners and shares a meal with them (Lk 15.1-2); he is present in welcome assuring his disciples : «he who welcomes you welcomes me and the One who sent me» (Mt 10, 40). Listening to the Master’s teaching Maestro, St Paul the apostle recommends the first Christian communities to: «welcome one another as Christ welcomed you » (Rom 15,7). Therefore Christian welcoming is without limits or prejudice of race, skin colour of culture indeed it is a test for the Last Judgement. Blessed and saved are those who welcome because in every person in need there is hidden the Son of God: «I was hungry and you gave me to eat, thirsty and you gave me to drink, a stranger and you welcomed me» (Mt 25,35).

A person open to the message of the Gospel can never be indifferent to an encounter with another person. Love, which must be the uniform of every Christian, demands an attitude of positive openness expressed successively in behaviour of active service of the stranger who leaves his land in search of a new land and a better future for himself and his loved ones. Fair policies and laws, worthy structures, transparent procedures, openness to constructive coexistence become visible expression of love which extends to sharing of values and goods and build communion in appreciation for diversity in reciprocal and harmonious exchange which embraces rights and duties for all and respects the dignity and freedom of every human person. 

There is no place therefore for territorial or social segregation, chosen or imposed, as the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church teaches in particular in documents concerning migrants such as Erga Migrantes Caritas Christi. A warm welcome opens the way for integration and makes migration, often marked by unjust economic unbalance and painful uprooting, a resource for the development of the country of origin and arrival. Hence welcome is a dimension of love of neighbour and therefore becomes genuine «Christian witness». It is more than simple acceptance of cultural diversity because it seals willingness to build together a future of peace and mutual enrichment, taking as a basis biblical revelation with regard to the unity of the human family emerging from universal brotherhood marked by the shared  «image and likeness» of the Creator  (Gen 1,26-27).

However welcome is not only a Christian duty and a context for economic success and good social-political integration. To a certain extent it helps us see migration as an important opportunity for reflection, religious dialogue and mission. Migrants in fact, shaken by the profound changes which their experience involves, are faced with new roles, new mentalities, solitude and have to ask themselves once again about the meaning of life and what answer can come from religion. It is now clear that the missions are here with us in the new peoples who come from afar and present a challenge for explicit proclamation of the Gospel message, the highest act of charity we can exercise in their regard. Finally, Catholic migrants, often a consistent part of new migratory waves, can be witnesses of Christian life in the hosting environment. Here then we have migration as a new pulpit for the mission of the Christian community and a “warm welcome” is the initial keystone to overcoming inevitable difficulties and broadening the dimensions of charity. (Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi, c.s.) (Agenzia Fides 15/12/2005; righe 49, parole 712) 
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