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FIDES SPECIAL
Instrumentum mensium aprilis et maii pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI, 
pro evangelizatione in terris missionum
Annus I – Numerus I-II, Aprilis-Maius
___________________________________________________________________________________

Fides is ever attentive to the Teaching of the Holy Father and keenly aware that the word of the Vicar of Christ must reach the ends of the earth in order to guide and encourage Catholics the world over. As during the Pontificate of the late Pope John Paul II, at the beginning of this Pontificate of Pope Benedict XVI Fides confirms its service to this effect with a new initiative, INSTRUMENTUM. INSTRUMENTUM consists of a monthly collection of Papal Teaching as issued in Fides daily news service, collected and classified under special headings to facilitate reference and reflection. We hope our new initiative will serve missionaries everywhere, those stationed at great distances from the See of Peter and those who face difficult situations and obstacles in their mission of evangelisation, providing them with material for catechesis, pastoral updating and preaching.

Besides SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUM a summary of Papal interventions reported by Fides News Service referring to the Pope’s teaching at weekly general audiences, Angelus addresses, Liturgical Celebrations etc., INSTRUMENTUM also groups particularly noteworthy papal statements under special heading: VERBA PONTIFICIS. It includes INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES interventions by personalities of the Church and society in general reported in Fides daily News Service on matters to which the Pope has given attention. The fourth area QUAESTIONES offers testimonials, interviews and reflections to better understand difficulties facing the Church in various parts of the world. This first edition of INSTRUMENTUM includes also a PRO PONTIFICE section containing messages and greetings sent through Fides New Service to Pope Benedict XVI for the inaugurationof his pontificate.
___________________________________________________________________________________

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES
· QUAESTIONES

· PRO PONTIFICE

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

April 2005 
VATICAN - The missionary world finds its place in the exhortation by Cardinal Ratzinger at the Mass “for the election of the Roman Pontiff”: “We must be filled with holy restlessness to carry to all the gift of the faith...love and friendship of God given to us so it may reach everyone” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - The exhortation pronounced this morning in St Peter’s Basilica by Cardinal Ratzinger, to “carry to all the gift of faith” was warmly welcomed by the missionary world judging by the many positive comments sent in to Fides. The Cardinal, Dean of the College of Cardinals was speaking during his homily at the Mass “for the election of a Roman Pontiff” which he presided and which was concelebrated by the Cardinal electors. Referring to the Gospel the Cardinal said: “The Lord addresses to us these wonderful words: “I no longer call you servants… I call you friends” (Jn 15, 15)… The Lord calls us friends, he makes us his friends, he offers us his friendship”. The other element of the Gospel is what Jesus aid about bearing fruit: “We must be filled with holy restlessness: restlessness to carry to all the gift of faith, of friendship with Christ. In truth, God’s love and friendship is given to us so it may reach others. We receive the faith to give it to others, we are priests to serve others. And we must bear fruit which lasts...the only thing which lasts forever is the human soul, man and woman created by God for all eternity. The fruit which lasts therefore is all that we have sown in human souls, love, knowledge; a gesture which touches hearts; a word which opens minds to the joy of the Lord. Let us go then and let us pray to the Lord that he may help us to bear fruit, lasting fruit. Only then will the earth be transformed from a vale of tears to the garden of God”.
“At this moment of great responsibility, let us listen with careful attention to what the Lord tells us with his word” Cardinal Ratzinger said at the beginning of the homily in which he reflected on the readings highlighting just a few passages. “The first reading (Is 61, 1 - 3a. 6a. 8b - 9) offered a prophetic portrayal of the figure of the Messiah … Christ’s mandate has become our mandate through priestly anointing; we are called to promulgate - not only with words but also with our life and with the effective signs of the Sacraments- ‘the Year of the Lord’s mercy’.” 
In the second reading, St Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (Eph 4,11-16), Cardinal Ratzinger underlined three points: ministries and charisma in the Church, the gifts of the risen Lord who has ascended into heaven; mature faith and knowledge of the Son of God, as condition and content of the unity of the Body of Christ; common sharing in the growth of the Body of Christ. In particular the Cardinal reflected on what it means to be truly “adults in the faith”. “How many winds of doctrine we have known in recent decades, how many ideological currents, how many modes of thought...the little ship of the thought of many Christians has been not rarely agitated by these waves - thrown from one extreme to the other: by Marxism to liberalism, even to libertinism; from collectivism to radical individualism; from atheism to a vague religious mysticism; from agnosticism to syncretism and so forth. Every day new sects are born … To have a faith which is limpid according to the Creed of the Church, is often labelled as fundamentalism… We see the constitution of a dictatorship of relativism which recognises nothing as definitive and leaves as a last measure only one’s own ego, and its whims. We, instead, have another measure: the Son of God, the authentic man. He is the measure of authentic humanism. An “adult” faith is not one which follows the waves of fashion or the latest novelty; an adult and mature faith is one profoundly rooted in friendship with Christ.” 
The German born Cardinal ended his homily with this exhortation: “At this time, above all, we pray that after the great gift of Pope John Paul II, the Lord will give us another shepherd, after his own heart, a shepherd to guide us to knowledge of Christ, of his love and true happiness.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/4/2005; righe 43, parole 652)

VATICAN - Missionary world rejoices for election of new Shepherd, Benedict XVI 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - At 5.50pm white smoke poured from the chimney on the roof of the Sistine Chapel and the bells of St Peter’s rang out to announce the news of the election of the new Pope to thousands gathered in St Peter’s square and those all over the world connected by television and radio. The new successor of Saint Peter is Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger dean of the College of Cardinals who has taken the name Benedict 16th . The announcement was made by the Protodeacon Cardinal Jorge Medina Estevez. 
When Pope Benedict XVI came to the balcony of St Peter’s at 6.48pm to give his blessing Urbi et Orbi he was greeted with loud and prolonged applause. Before giving his first blessing as Pope he said: “Dear Brothers and Sisters, after the great Pope John Paul II, the Lord Cardinals have elected me, a simple and humble worker in the vineyard of the Lord. I am comforted by the fact that the Lord knows how to act, even with inadequate instruments and above all I entrust myself to your prayers. In the joy of the Risen Lord, trusting in His permanent help, as we go forward the Lord will help us, and His Mother, Mary Most Holy, is on our side. Thank you.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses message to Christians and all men and women of goodwill at the end of his first Mass with Cardinals in the Sistine Chapel: “From God I invoke unity and peace for the human family and declare the willingness of all Catholics to co-operate for true social development, one that respects the dignity of all human beings” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning, 20 April at 9am the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI celebrated Mass with the Cardinals in the Sistine Chapel. At the end of the Mass the Pope read his message in Latin of which we give excerpts in English. 
“In my soul there are two contrasting sentiments in these hours. On the one hand, a sense of inadequacy and human turmoil for the responsibility entrusted to me yesterday as the Successor of the Apostle Peter in this See of Rome, with regard to the Universal Church. On the other hand I sense within me profound gratitude to God Who - as the liturgy makes us sing - does not abandon His flock, but leads it throughout time, under the guidance of those whom He has chosen as vicars of His Son, and made bishops. (cfr Preface of the Apostles).”…
“The death of the Holy Father John Paul II, and the days which followed, were for the Church and for the entire world an extraordinary time of grace. The great pain for his death and the void that it left in all of us were tempered by the action of the Risen Christ, which showed itself during long days in the choral wave of faith, love and spiritual solidarity, culminating in his solemn funeral.”…
“Surprising every prevision I had, Divine Providence, through the will of the venerable Cardinal Fathers, called me to succeed this great Pope... If the weight of the responsibility that now lies on my poor shoulders is enormous, the divine power on which I can count is surely immeasurable … I also ask my brothers in the episcopacy to be close to me in prayer and counsel so that I may truly be the 'Servus servorum Dei' (Servant of the servants of God). As Peter and the other Apostles were, through the will of the Lord, one apostolic college, in the same way the Successor of Peter and the Bishops, successors of the Apostles - and the Council forcefully repeated this - must be closely united among themselves. This collegial communion, even in the diversity of roles and functions of the Supreme Pontiff and the bishops, is at the service of the Church and the unity of faith, from which depend in a notable measure the effectiveness of the evangelising action of the contemporary world. Thus, this path, upon which my venerated predecessors went forward, I too intend to follow, concerned solely with proclaiming to the world the living presence of Christ.” …
“Before my eyes is, in particular, the witness of Pope John Paul II. He leaves us a Church that is more courageous, freer, younger. A Church that, according to his teaching and example, looks with serenity to the past and is not afraid of the future. With the Great Jubilee the Church was introduced into the new millennium carrying in her hands the Gospel, applied to the world through the authoritative re-reading of Vatican Council II… "I too, as I start in the service that is proper to the Successor of Peter, wish to affirm with force my decided will to pursue the commitment to enact Vatican Council II, in the wake of my predecessors and in faithful continuity with the millennia-old tradition of the Church.”
“In a very significant way, my pontificate starts as the Church is living the special year dedicated to the Eucharist ...The Eucharist, the heart of Christian life and the source of the evangelising mission of the Church, cannot but be the permanent centre and the source of the petrine service entrusted to me… In this year, therefore, the Solemnity of Corpus Christ must be celebrated in a particularly special way. The Eucharist will be at the centre, in August, of World Youth Day in Cologne and, in October, of the ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops which will take place on the theme "The Eucharist, Source and Summit of the Life and Mission of the Church.' I ask everyone to intensify in coming months love and devotion to the Eucharistic Jesus and to express in a courageous and clear way the real presence of the Lord, above all through the solemnity and the correctness of the celebration.” …
“ "Thus, in full awareness and at the beginning of his ministry in the Church of Rome that Peter bathed with his blood, the current Successor assumes as his primary commitment that of working tirelessly towards the reconstitution of the full and visible unity of all Christ's followers. This is his ambition, this is his compelling duty. He is aware that to do so, expressions of good feelings are not enough. Concrete gestures are required to penetrate souls and move consciences, encouraging everyone to that interior conversion which is the basis for all progress on the road of ecumenism”…
“The Church today must revive within herself an awareness of the task to present the world again with the voice of the One Who said: 'I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.' In undertaking his ministry, the new Pope knows that his task is to bring the light of Christ to shine before the men and women of today: not his own light but that of Christ.
"With this awareness, I address myself to everyone, even to those who follow other religions or who are simply seeking an answer to the fundamental questions of life and have not yet found it. I address everyone with simplicity and affection, to assure them that the Church wants to continue to build an open and sincere dialogue with them, in a search for the true good of mankind and of society. "From God I invoke unity and peace for the human family and declare the willingness of all Catholics to cooperate for true social development, one that respects the dignity of all human beings.
… I am particularly thinking of young people. To them, the privileged interlocutors of John Paul II, I send an affectionate embrace in the hope, God willing, of meeting them at Cologne on the occasion of the next World Youth Day. With you, dear young people, I will continue to maintain a dialogue, listening to your expectations in an attempt to help you meet ever more profoundly the living, ever young, Christ.
'Mane nobiscum, Domine!' Stay with us Lord! This invocation, which forms the dominant theme of John Paul II's Apostolic Letter for the Year of the Eucharist, is the prayer that comes spontaneously from my heart as I turn to begin the ministry to which Christ has called me. Like Peter, I too renew to Him my unconditional promise of faithfulness. He alone I intend to serve as I dedicate myself totally to the service of His Church.
"In support of this promise, I invoke the maternal intercession of Mary Most Holy, in whose hands I place the present and the future of my person and of the Church. May the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, and all the saints, also intercede.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2005)
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the college of Cardinals: “the intense emotions experienced are followed by a deep desire for silence and two complementary feelings: an ardent desire of the heart to express gratitude and a sense of human inadequacy in the face of the lofty task awaiting me” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning in the Sala Clementina in the Apostolic Building the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI received in audience all the Cardinal present in Rome. “The intense emotions experienced on the occasion of the death of my venerated predecessor John Paul II and then during the Conclave and above all at its epilogue are now followed by an ardent desire of the heart to express gratitude and a sense of human inadequacy in the face of the lofty task awaiting me”. 
The Holy Father expressed gratitude first of all to God for calling him despite his human fragility to be the Successor of Saint Peter, then he thanked everyone, (bishops, priest, religious, people of all ages) for their “spiritual solidarity”, and all the Cardinals, for their “active collaboration in running the Church during the ‘Vacant See’. Benedict XVI greeted in particular the Cardinals unable for reasons of age or health to take part in the Conclave, and he thanked also the many people with various duties who helped organise the Conclave.
Thanking the Cardinals for showing such trust in him, the Pope asked for their continual support: “All that remains for me and for all of us together is to accept the will and providence of God and do our best to cooperate, helping one another in our respective duties in the service of the Church”. Lastly the Pope recalled his Predecessors: Blessed John XXIII, the servants of God Paul VI and John Paul I and especially John Paul II, “whose testimony, more than ever in his last days, sustained us and whose vibrant presence we continue to feel”. 
Before ending his address to the Cardinals with an invocation to the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of the Church the Pope said: “Now you will return to your respective sees and resume your work, but spiritually we remain united in the faith and love of the Lord, in the bond of the Eucharistic celebration, in fervent prayer and in our shared daily apostolic ministry. Your spiritual closeness, your illuminated advice and active co-operation will be for me a gift for which I will be ever grateful and an incentive to carry out the task entrusted to me with total faithfulness and dedication.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2005)
VATICAN - “The world is saved by the Crucified One, not by those who crucify. The world is redeemed by the patience of God. It is destroyed by the impatience of man” Missionary world comments Pope Benedict XVI inauguration Mass homily 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - Fides will soon publish testimonials from the missionary world with regard to the homily given by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI on Sunday 24 April, during the Mass to inaugurate his ministry as Successor of Peter. (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2005, righe 4, parole 46)

VATICAN - At the beginning of his pontificate Benedict XVI urges believers of all religious traditions and all who are searching for the truth, “to come together to build peace through reciprocal commitment of understanding, respect and love” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - “At the beginning of my pontificate I encourage you and all the believers of the religious traditions which you represent and also all who seek the truth with a sincere heart to become together builders of peace in reciprocal commitment of understanding, respect and love”, Pope Benedict XVI said when he addressed representatives of Christian Churches and Communities and non Christian religions who had come to Rome for the Mass to inaugurate his Pontificate whom he received in audience on Monday 25 April.
In his address the Pope recalled the progress towards unity made during the pontificate of John Paul II and “how true and great is our shared passion for unity”, and he exclaimed: “Duc in altum! Let us go ahead in hope. Following my Predecessors in particular Paul VI and John Paul II, I feel the need to confirm the irreversible commitment taken by the Second Vatican Council and pursued in recent years by the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Unity of Christians. The journey towards full communion desired by Jesus for his disciples calls for concrete docility to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches, courage, gentleness and hope to reach the goal.” The Pope stressed the need “to pray always and pray from the heart” for the gift of unity and he encouraged all present to be examples of “that spiritual ecumenism, which in prayer achieves our communion without obstacles”.
To “you dear friends of other religious traditions”, Pope Benedict said “I assure you that the Church desires to continue building bridges of friendship with the followers of all religions in order to seek the true good of every person and of society as a whole.” In the world of today marked by war and violence peace is a gift of God for which it is necessary to pray without ceasing, “yet peace is also a duty to which all peoples must be committed, especially those who profess to belong to religious traditions. Our efforts to come together and foster dialogue are a valuable contribution to building peace on solid foundations”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/4/2005)

VATICAN - At the tomb of St Paul the Apostle Pope Benedict XVI re-launches the urgency of mission: “At the beginning of the third millennium, the Church senses with new vividness that the missionary mandate of Christ is more timely than ever” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - “The Church is by nature missionary, her principal task is evangelisation...At the beginning of the third millennium, the Church senses with new vividness that the missionary mandate of Christ is more timely than ever”, the Holy Father Benedict XVI said yesterday afternoon, Monday 25 April, when he visited the Basilica of St Paul on the Ostian way. With this visit to the tomb of the Saint Paul the Apostle “the roots of mission” the day after the Mass for the solemn inauguration of his ministry as Bishop of Rome and successor of St Peter” the Pope wished to highlight the inseparable bond which unites the Church in Rome with the Apostle of the Nations and the Fisherman from Galilee.
“This is for me a long desired pilgrimage, an act of faith which I make on my own behalf and also in the name of the beloved diocese of Rome of which the Lord has made me Bishop and Shepherd, and of the universal Church entrusted to my pastoral care - the Pope said -. A pilgrimage so to say to the roots of mission, the mission which the Risen Christ entrusted to Peter, the other apostles in a singular way also to Paul, leading him to proclaim the Gospel to the nations even as far as this city where, after preaching at length the Kingdom of God, with his blood he rendered supreme witness to his Lord who had won his heart and sent him out.”
Benedict XVI recalled the example of his “beloved and venerated predecessor John Paul II, a missionary Pope, whose intense activity demonstrated by more than one hundred apostolic journeys beyond the borders of Italy is truly inimitable”, and he asked the Lord to give him a love similar, “that, faced with the urgency of the proclamation of the Gospel to the world of today I will not rest”. After quoting the decree “Ad gentes” which Vatican II dedicated to missionary activity, the Pope said: “At the beginning of the third millennium, the Church senses with new vividness that the missionary mandate of Christ is more timely than ever. The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 led the Church to ‘start afresh from Christ’, contemplated in prayer so that the light of his truth might be radiated to all men and women first of all through witness of holiness.”
St Paul made Christ “the centre of his life” and “his passion for Christ led him to preach the Gospel not only in word but with his life, ever more closely conformed to his Lord. In the end Paul proclaimed Christ with martyrdom, and his blood and that of Peter and many other witnesses of the Gospel watered this land and the Church of Rome was made fecund”. The Pope recalled that the 20th century was a “time of martyrdom” to which Pope John Paul II gave special attention. “If therefore the blood of martyrs is seed of Christians, at the beginning of the third millennium we can rightly expect a new flourishing of the Church, in a special way there where she has suffered most for the faith and for witness to the Gospel”. Lastly Benedict XVI asked God through the intercession of St Paul to give the Church in Rome, its Bishop and the entire People of God “the joy of proclaiming and bearing witness to the Good News of Christ the Saviour”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/4/2005)

VATICAN - At the first general Wednesday audience of his pontificate the Pope explains why he chose to be called Benedict XVI: “ideally as a link to the venerated Pontiff, Benedict XV… the extraordinary figure of the great 'patriarch of western monasticism,' St. Benedict of Norcia” 
Vatican City (Fides Service) - The traditional Wednesday audiences resumed this morning. In his first general audience, which was held this morning in St. Peter's Square in the presence of 15,000 people, Pope Benedict XVI shared his feelings in these first days of his ministry as Peter's successor, and explained why he chose the name of Benedict.. 
“I have contrasting feelings in my soul in these first days of my ministry as Successor of Peter- the Holy Father said -: "awe and gratitude to God, who surprised me more than anyone in calling me to succeed the Apostle Peter; and interior trepidation before the greatness of the task and the responsibilities which have been entrusted to me. However, I draw serenity and joy from the certainty of God's help, that of His most Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, and of the patron saints. I also feel supported by the spiritual closeness of all the people of God whom, as I repeated last Sunday, I continue to ask to accompany me with persistent prayer.”
Explaining why he chose the name of Benedict for his ministry as Bishop of Rome and universal Shepherd of the Church, the Pope said: “I chose to call myself Benedict XVI ideally as a link to the venerated Pontiff, Benedict XV, who guided the Church through the turbulent times of the First World War. He was a true and courageous prophet of peace who struggled strenuously and bravely, first to avoid the drama of war and then to limit its terrible consequences”. The Holy Father then said he wished to place his ministry “at the service of reconciliation and harmony between peoples, profoundly convinced that the great good of peace is above all a gift of God”. Moreover the name Benedict, the Pope continued, reminds us of the extraordinary figure of the great, “Patriarch of western monasticism” ...“St. Benedict of Norcia, co-patron of Europe with Cyril and Methodius. The progressive expansion of the Benedictine Order which he founded exercised an enormous influence on the spread of Christianity throughout the European continent. For this reason, St. Benedict is much venerated in Germany, and especially in Bavaria, my own land of origin; he constitutes a fundamental point of reference for the unity of Europe and a powerful call to the irrefutable Christian roots of European culture and civilisation.”
Before concluding, Benedict XVI announced that, just as at the beginning of his pontificate John Paul II had continued the reflections on Christian virtues begun by Pope John Paul I, in coming weekly audiences he would resume "the comments prepared by John Paul II on the second part of the Psalms and Canticles, which are part of Vespers. From next Wednesday, I will begin precisely from where his catechesis was interrupted after the general audience of January 26”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2005)
May 2005
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI focuses Regina Cæli reflection on Sunday May 1 on work: “may work, especially for young people, never be lacking and may working conditions always be respectful of the dignity of the human person”. Appeal for people of Togo “suffering because of painful civil strife”
Vatican City (Fides Service) - At noon on Sunday 1 May for the first time since his election, Pope Benedict XVI gave the traditional blessing from the study of the papal apartment overlooking St Peter’s Square where more than 40,000 visitors and Romans had gathered to pray with the Pope the Regina Cæli. “For the first time I address you from this window which the beloved figure of my Predecessor made familiar to countless people throughout the world” the Pope said thanking those who had sustained him with their prayers in recent days and sent messages and best wishes. The Holy Father greeted "with special affection the Orthodox Churches and the Eastern Orthodox Churches that today celebrate the Resurrection of Christ. To these dear brothers and sisters of ours, I address the traditional announcement of joy: 'Christos anesti!' Christ is Risen!" He said he hoped that Easter will be for these Churches “a choral prayer of faith and praise to the One Who is our common Lord, and Who calls us to walk decisively on the path towards full communion.”.
He also recalled the feast day of St Joseph the Worker, whose name he bears, underlining the importance of work and the presence of the Church among workers: “It is necessary to bear witness in society today to the “Gospel of work” of which John Paul II spoke in his encyclical Laborem exercens” the Pope said he hoped that everyone, especially young people, would have work and that working conditions are ever more respectful of the dignity of the human person." He had special words for the groups present in St. Peter's Square, including ACLI, the Christian Associations of Italian Workers which this year celebrates the 60th anniversary of its founding.
After encouraging Catholics to recite the Rosary prayer during this month of May which popular piety devotes to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Pope Benedict XVI led the singing of the Regina Cæli. The Pope concluded his address recalling “all people who suffer because of war, illness and poverty. In particular, today I am close to the people of Togo, suffering because of painful civil strife. For all these nations I implore the gift of harmony and peace.". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/5/2005)

VATICAN - At the general Wednesday Audience Pope Benedict XVI continues the series of catechesis on the psalms and canticles prepared by John Paul II: “God emerges as a «custodian» ever awake, attentive and caring, like a «sentinel» who keeps watch over his people”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “As I said last Wednesday, I have decided to continue the teaching on the Psalms and Canticles prayed at Vespers started by my predecessor John Paul II using the texts prepared by him”, Pope Benedict XVI said as he started his general Audience this morning in St Peter’s Square in the presence of about 13,000 people. The Pope commented on psalm 120 - the custodian of Israel - Vespers Friday Week 2 (Ps 120,1-4.7-8). “It is a psalm of trust - the Pope explained - since in it there resounds six times the verb shamar «keep, protect». The name of God is invoked as "the keeper, ever alert, watchful and considerate, the 'sentinel' who keeps watch over his people to protect them from all risks and dangers.".”
To illustrate his trust the Psalmist uses the image of the custodian and sentinel “who keeps watch and protects”… “Then comes another symbol that of «shadow», which refers to a journey resumed on a sunny day. Our thoughts fly to the historical wandering through the Sinai desert where the Lord marches ahead of Israel «by day with a pillar of cloud to guide them on the path to be taken»”. The third symbol is that of the Lord «standing at the right hand of his faithful servant»: “This is the position of the defender whether military or processional: this is the certainty of never being abandoned at times of trial, evil attacks, or persecution.” 
The psalm closes, the Pope said, with a concise declaration of trust: God will protect us with love at all times, protecting our lives from all evil. All our activities are always under the Lord's attentive gaze; as are all our acts and all our time 'from this time forth and for evermore'.”
After summarising his teaching in different languages the Holy Father greeted various national groups and then had a special word for the young people, the sick and newly wedded couples present for the audience: “In this month of May dedicated in a special way to the Lord’s Mother, I encourage you dear young people to learn from Mary how to love and follow Christ above all else. May Our Lady help you dear people who are sick to look at the mystery of suffering with faith and realise the salvific value of every cross. I entrust you dear newlyweds to the maternal protection of the Holy Virgin Mary so you may live in your family the same atmosphere of prayer and love as the home at Nazareth.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/5/2005)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI receives first ad limina visit: addressing the Bishops of Sri Lanka he stressed the need to fight child abuse and guarantee the rights of children “so often simply forgotten or shamelessly exploited as soldiers, labourers, or innocent victims in the trafficking of human beings.”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On Saturday 7 May in the morning in his private library Pope Benedict XVI received the Catholic Bishops of Sri Lanka on their ad limina visit, the first to take place since his election, as the Pope himself recalled. 
“You come from a Continent particularly marked by a wealth of cultures, languages and traditions - the Pope said - and you bear witness to the deep faith of your people in Jesus Christ, the sole Redeemer of the world”.
Benedict XVI told the Bishops he had been deeply disturbed to observe the devastating effects of the tsunami last December and he asked them to accept his sympathy and that of Catholics everywhere. “In the faces of the bereaved and dispossessed, we cannot fail to recognise the suffering face of Christ, and indeed it is he whom we serve when we show our love and compassion to those in need”. The Pope mentioned the young victims in particular: “The Christian community has a particular obligation to care for those children who have lost their parents as a result of the natural disaster. To these most vulnerable members of society the Kingdom of heaven belongs yet so often they are simply forgotten or shamelessly exploited as soldiers, labourers, or innocent victims in the trafficking of human beings. No effort should be spared to urge civil authorities and the international community to fight these abuses and to offer young children the legal protection they justly deserve.”. 
Recalling that “Even in the darkest moments of our lives, we know that God is never absent”, the Holy Father commended the outstanding way in which the Church Sri Lanka sought to meet the needs of the victims and the fact that “members of different religious and ethnic groups in Sri Lanka and throughout the global community came together to show their solidarity towards the afflicted and rediscovering the fraternal bonds that unite them”. 
In Sri Lanka one third of the population is under the age of fifteen, Benedict XVI said that religious education in schools and spiritual and theological formation in seminaries are priorities, and he said: “It is gratifying to know that your country is already blessed with a good number of priestly vocations, and I pray that many more young people will recognise and respond to God’s call to give themselves completely for the sake of the Kingdom.”.
Last of all the Pope called to mind the image of the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, ‘so recently invoked by my beloved predecessor to guide us in this Year of the Eucharist: “Christ accompanies you as you lead your people forward along the path of discipleship. Renew your trust in him! Open your hearts to him! Plead with him, in union with the whole Church throughout the world: “Mane nobiscum, Domine”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2005)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI is installed in the Chair of the Bishop of Rome: “"The bishop of Rome sits in his cathedra to bear witness to Christ. Thus the cathedra is the symbol of the 'potestas docendi,' that authority to teach which is an essential part of the mandate to bind and to loosen conferred by the Lord on Peter”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In the early evening of Saturday 7 May the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI presided the celebration of the Eucharist for his installation in the Cathedral of Rome, the Basilica of St John in the Lateran, and in the Chair of the Bishop of Rome. The Cardinals, the diocesan Bishops’ Council, the Canons of the Basilica and the Council of Prefect Parish Priests concelebrated the Mass with the Pope. After the Mass the Pope went to St Mary Major’s Basilica to render homage to the icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary Salus Populi Romani. Here below we give excerpts from the Pope’s homily in St John’s.
“At the centre of this day we find Christ. And only thanks to him, thanks to the mystery of his Ascension can we understand the significance of the Chair, which in turn is the symbol of the Bishop’s authority and responsibility”. The feast of the Lord’s Ascension “does not mean that the Lord has gone to some place far from humanity and the world...but rather that he no longer belongs to the world of corruption and death which conditions our life. It means that he belongs completely to God. He - the Eternal Son - has carried our human being into the presence of the Lord...and since God embraces and sustains the entire cosmos, the Ascension of the Lord means that Christ has not left us, but rather now, since he is with the Father, he is close to each one of us for ever.”
“The Holy Spirit is the power through which Christ makes us feel his closeness”, but “the Risen Christ has need of witnesses who have met him ... through these witnesses the Church was built- starting with Peter and Paul and the Twelve, down to all the men and women filled with Christ who through the centuries rekindled and will rekindle again and again the flame of the faith. Every Christian in his own way can and must be a witness to the Risen Lord.” 
“It is the public responsibility of the successors of the Apostles, that is the Bishops, to ensure that this network of witness continues in time … In this network of witness the Successor of Peter has a special task: to be the guide in the profession of faith in Christ, the Son of the Living God. The Chair of Rome is primarily the Chair of this faith … The Pope “must be aware that he is a weak and fragile man," in constant need of "purification and conversion. Yet he may also be aware that from the Lord comes the strength to confirm his brothers and sisters in the faith, and to keep them united in confessing the Crucified and Risen Christ.”. 
“"The bishop of Rome sits in his cathedra to bear witness to Christ," said the Pope. "Thus the cathedra is the symbol of the 'potestas docendi,' that authority to teach which is an essential part of the mandate to bind and to loosen conferred by the Lord on Peter and, after him, on the Twelve." On this subject, the Pope affirmed that "where Holy Scripture is disjoined from the living voice of the Church, it falls prey to the disputes of experts. This authority to teach frightens many people, both within and outside the Church. They ask themselves whether it does not threaten freedom of belief, whether it is not a presumption that goes against freedom of thought. It is not so. ... The Pope is not an absolute sovereign whose thoughts and will are law. Quite the contrary, the ministry of the Pope is a guarantee of obedience to Christ and to His Word. He must not proclaim his own ideas, but constantly bind himself and the Church in obedience to God's Word in the face of all attempts to adapt that Word or to water it down, and in the face of all forms of opportunism." Benedict XVI emphasised that this is what John Paul II did "when, in the face of all apparently benevolent attempts, in the face of erroneous interpretations of freedom, he unequivocally underlined the inviolability of the human being, the inviolability of human life from conception to natural death. The freedom to kill is not true freedom, but a tyranny that reduces human beings to slavery.
The Pope is aware of being bound - in his important decisions - to the great community of the faith of all times, to the binding interpretations that have developed during the Church's pilgrim journey." He has the responsibility to ensure that the Word of God "continues to be present in its greatness and to sound forth in its purity, so that it is not dismembered by constant changes in fashion."
“The Chair - let us repeat once more - is a symbol of the authority to teach, an authority of obedience and service so that the Word of God - his truth - may shine among us and show us the way.”
“The Church is none other than this network - the Eucharistic community - in which we all receive the same Lord, we become one body and we embrace the whole world. To preside in doctrine and preside in love, all said, must be one: all the Church’s doctrine, all said, leads to love. And the Eucharist, the love of Jesus Christ present, is the criteria for all doctrine.” 
“And now I wish with all my heart to be your Bishop, the Bishop of Rome. And we all wish to be ever more Catholic - ever more brothers and sisters in the great family of God, a family in which no one is a stranger.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2005)

VATICAN - During his midday Regina Cæli on Sunday 8 May, Communications Day the Pope says: “each one must play his part to guarantee in every form of communication, objectivity, respect for human dignity and concern for the common good”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - From his study window overlooking St Peter’s Square on Sunday 8 May, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that it since it was the feast of the Ascension (in Italy) and elsewhere the Sunday nearest to it, it was also World Communications Day with the theme this year “The Communications Media at the service of Understanding between Peoples”.
He said the feast of the Ascension encourages Christians “to renew our faith in Jesus the only real anchor of salvation for mankind. By going up to heaven he reopened for us the path to our real home, heaven. Now with the power of his Spirit, he sustains us in our daily pilgrimage on earth.”
Speaking of the media, “which are in effect an extraordinary means of promoting solidarity and understanding in the human family”, the Pope said: “These important channels of communication can foster reciprocal knowledge and dialogue or, on the contrary, feed prejudice and scorn among individuals and peoples; they can help spread peace or foment violence. This is why it is always necessary to appeal to personal responsibility; each one must play his part to guarantee in every form of communication, objectivity, respect for human dignity and concern for the common good. This will help break down the walls of hostility which still divide humanity and consolidate those bonds of friendship and love which are signs of God’s kingdom in history.”
Before reciting the Marian prayer the Pope recalled that after Jesus ascended into heaven the disciples gathered with Mary the Mother of Jesus in the Upper Room to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit. “Every Christian community, united with the Most Holy Virgin Mary, lives in these days this singular spiritual experience in preparation for the solemnity of Pentecost. And now we too sing to Mary with the Regina Caeli hymn asking her to protect the Church and in a special way all those involved in evangelisation through the means of social communications. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2005)

VATICAN - Wednesday Audience: the Pope continues teaching on Psalms and Canticles “Nations must learn to 'read' in history a message from God. The human adventure is not confused and meaningless … it is possible to discern God’s hidden intervention in history”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “History is not in the hands of dark forces, of chance, or of merely human choices," "The Lord, supreme arbiter of historical events, rises above the discharge of evil energies, the vehement onslaught of Satan, the emergence of plagues and wickedness. He knowingly guides history to the dawn of the new heaven and the new earth”. In today's general audience, held in St. Peter's Square, the Holy Father Benedict XVI greeted some 17,000 people present and then spoke on the canticle of chapter 15, verses 3 and 4, of the Book of Revelation: "Hymn of adoration and praise." The catechesis was one prepared by John Paul II.
The Pope explained that Canticle subject of the day’s meditation is chanted by “the just of history …those who through the seeming defeat of martyrdom are in reality the builders of the new world, with God the supreme architect." The intention of this canticle, the Pope said, "is to reaffirm that God is not indifferent to human affairs, but penetrates them creating His 'ways,' in other words His projects and His efficacious 'works'". God’s intervention is a sign which calls all the peoples of the earth to conversion. “Nations must learn to 'read' in history a message from God. The human adventure is not confused and meaningless, nor is it hopelessly condemned to the prevarication of the domineering and the perverse.".” 
In the Canticle fear (in the biblical sense, of recognition of the transcendence of God) and glorification of God are combined: “Thanks to fear of the Lord, one is not afraid of the evil raging through history and can vigorously resume the road of life”. "The hymn closes by foreseeing a universal procession of peoples, who will present themselves before the Lord of history," Whom they will adore. "And the one Lord and Saviour seems to repeat the words pronounced on the last evening of His earthly life: 'Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world'!»”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/5/2005)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the Diplomatic Corps accredited to Holy See: “everyone is called to build a peaceful society in order to vanquish the temptation of clashes between cultures, ethnic groups and different worlds”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On 12 May, in the Regia Hall, Pope Benedict addressed members of the diplomatic corps accredited to the Holy See, in his first meeting with them as a group since his April 19 election to the papacy. In his speech in French, The Pope thanked the ambassadors and authorities of the countries they represent for their participation in the funeral of John Paul II and the celebrations for his election and the start of his pontificate.
“The Holy Father said his thoughts also go "to the nations with whom the Holy See does not yet have diplomatic relations," pointing to their participation as well in the ceremonies for the funeral of John Paul and his own election to the Chair of Peter. "Appreciative of such gestures, I wish today to express my gratitude and to send greetings to the civil authorities of these countries, hoping to see them represented very soon to the Holy See. Messages that I especially appreciated arrived from these countries, notably from those whose Catholic communities are numerous. I would like to say how dear these communities and their people are to me, and I assure them they are present in my prayers.”. (…)
“Benedict XVI underscored "the long and fruitful ministry of the beloved John Paul II," as a "tireless missionary of the Gospel to the many countries he visited, rendering a unique service to the cause of unity of the human family." John Paul, he added, "invited all people of good will ... to build a society of justice, peace, and solidarity in charity and mutual pardon." 
"For my part," remarked the Pope, "I come from a country where peace and fraternity are dear to the hearts of the people, notably those who, like me, have known war and the separation among brothers belonging to the same nation because of devastating and inhuman ideologies which, masked by dreams and illusions, brought down the yoke of oppression upon men and women. You will therefore understand that I am especially sensitive to dialogue between people in order to overcome all forms of conflicts and tensions and to make our earth a land of peace and fraternity."
Everyone, he went on, "is called to build a peaceful society in order to vanquish the temptation of clashes between cultures, ethnic groups and different worlds."(...)
“To pursue in this direction," stated Pope Benedict, "the Church never ceases to proclaim and to defend basic human rights, unfortunately still violated in different parts of the earth... without seeking any privilege for herself, but only the legitimate conditions of freedom and action for her mission”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2005)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI meets the priests and deacons of his diocese of Rome: “The Risen Christ calls us to be his witnesses and he gives us the power of his Spirit to do so. It is therefore necessary to be with Him in order to render witness with our whole life”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI drove across Rome to the Vicariate office of Rome diocese at the basilica of St John Lateran where in the Hall of the Conciliation he had a meeting with the diocesan office staff. After a brief visit to the Papal Apartment in the Lateran, the Pope went down to the Basilica where the clergy of Rome were waiting for him.
In his address to his clergy the Bishop of Rome said “the extraordinary experience of faith that we lived with the death of our much-loved Pope John Paul II, revealed a Roman Church profoundly united, full of life and rich in enthusiasm...with humble adhesion to Christ the only Lord together we can and must foster this “exemplary” nature of the Church of Rome which is at the genuine service of the Sister Churches present all over the world”. The identity crisis which travailed many priests would appear to be over, nevertheless “it is indispensable to always go back to the root of our priesthood. This root, as we well know, is one: Jesus Christ, the Lord” the Pope said recalling that “this is also the authentic nature of our priesthood. In fact all that which is constitutive of our ministry cannot be the product of our personal capacity”. 
“Dear priests of Rome, the Lord calls us his friends, he makes us his friends, he entrusts himself to us, he entrusts his body to us in the Eucharist, he entrusts to us his Church. We have to be His true friends, to share His feelings, to want what He wants and not want what He does not want… Since it has in Christ its root the priesthood is by nature, in the Church and for the Church… The ministerial priesthood has a constitutive relation with the body of Christ in its twofold and inseparable dimension of Eucharist and Church, Eucharistic body and ecclesial body”. 
Benedict XVI also recalled what he had said in his homily prior to the conclave, when he referred to "holy restlessness; a restlessness to bring everyone the gift of faith: “My dear brother priests of Rome, the Risen Christ calls us to be his witnesses and gives us the power of his Spirit to do so. It is necessary to remain with Him in order to render witness to him with our whole life.” Quoting Saint Paul, “be everything to everyone”, the Pope said “this is expressed through daily closeness and concern for every individual and family... it is decisive for closeness and concern for all to be always in the name of Christ and aim constantly to lead to Him”. This closeness and dedication means time, anxieties, expenditure of energy, but, “in order to resist, and indeed grow as persons and as priests, above all intimate communion with Christ is fundamental… we need time to restore our energies and above all to pray and meditate, to re-enter into ourselves and to find within our selves the Lord. Therefore time to be in the presence of God is a real pastoral priority, in ultimate analysis the most important”. 
The Holy Father continued: “My dear priests, we can never say too often that our personal response to the call to holiness is fundamental and decisive. It is the condition not only for our personal apostolate to be fruitful but also, more widely, for the face of the Church to reflect the light of Christ”
Lastly the Pope recalled that his ministry as Bishop of Rome follows that of his Predecessors, “particularly the precious legacy left to us by John Paul II: along this path, dear priests and deacons we will walk together in serenity and trust. We will continue our efforts to build communion in the great family of the diocesan Church and to collaborate to increase the missionary orientation of our pastoral”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope declares open the cause for the beatification of Pope John Paul II

Vatican City (Fides Service) - During his first audience with the clergy of Rome in St John’s Cathedral in the Lateran, Benedict XVI declared open the cause for the beatification of Pope John Paul II. Here is the text of the order issued by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints: 
“At the request of Cardinal Camillo Ruini, Vicar General of His Holiness for the Diocese of Rome, the Supreme Pontiff BENEDICT XVI, considering the exceptional circumstances, in an audience granted to the Cardinal Vicar General on 28th day of April this year 2005, dispensed of the foreseen five year waiting period after the death of the Servant of God John Paul II (Karol Wojtyla), Supreme Pontiff, thus allowing the Cause for the Beatification and Canonisation of the same Servant of God to start immediately. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary. Given in Rome from the office of the Congregation Causes of Saints, 9th day of the month of May A.D. 2005. José Card. Saraiva Martins, Prefect. Edward Nowak, titular Archbishop of Luni, Secretary”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2005)

VATICAN - On the solemnity of Pentecost Benedict XVI ordains 21 priests: “The wind and the fire of the Holy Spirit must ceaselessly open the frontiers that we human beings continue to build between ourselves; we must always pass anew from Babel, from closing in on ourselves, to Pentecost”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In the Vatican Basilica on Sunday May 15, Solemnity of Pentecost, Benedict XVI presided at Mass during which he ordained 21 deacons of the diocese of Rome. We give excerpts from the Pope’s homily.
“The first reading and the Gospel of Pentecost Sunday present us with two great images of the mission of the Holy Spirit. The reading from the Acts of the Apostles tells how on the day of Pentecost under the signs of a powerful wind and fire the Holy Spirit breaks into the praying community of Jesus disciples and the Church is born. (…) The Holy Spirit gives understanding, overcomes the rupture which began in Babel - confusion in hearts, which puts us one against the other - and opens frontiers. The people of God who had found its first configuration on mount Sinai, is now extended and no longer knows any frontiers. The new people of God is a people formed of all peoples. From the beginning the Church is Catholic, this is her most profound essence. (…)The Church must always become anew that which she already is: she must open the frontiers between peoples and break down the barriers between classes and races. In her, no one can be forgotten or scorned. In the Church there are only free brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. The wind and the fire of the Holy Spirit must ceaselessly open the frontiers that we human beings continue to build between ourselves; we must always pass anew from Babel, from closing in on ourselves, to Pentecost”. (…)
“The second image of the sending of the Spirit, which we find in the Gospel is much more discreet. (…)Passing through closed doors the Risen Lord enters the room where the disciples are and he greets them twice saying: peace be with you! We continually close our doors; continually we want to make ourselves secure so we are not disturbed by others or by God. (…) The Lord’s greeting is followed by two decisive gestures for Pentecost: the Lord wishes his mission to continue in his disciples: “As the Father sent me so I send you”. Then he breathes on them and says: “Receive the Holy Spirit; whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven, who sins you shall retain they are retained”. (…) 
“Dear ordinands!... To each of you in a most personal way the Lord says: peace be with you - peace be with you! When the Lord says this he does not give a thing, he gives himself. In fact he himself is peace. In this greeting of the Lord we have a reference to the great mystery of faith, the Holy Eucharist, in which he continues to give himself and, in this way, authentic peace. So this greeting is central in your priestly mission: the Lord entrusts the mystery of this sacrament to you”. (…)
“There resounds then in the Gospel we have just heard, the second word of the Risen Lord: “as the Father sent me so I send you”. Christ says this is a most personal way to each of you. Through priestly ordination you are inserted in the mission of the apostles. The Holy Spirit is wind, but he is not formless. He is an ordained Spirit. And he reveals himself precisely by ordaining the mission in the sacrament of the priesthood which continues the ministry of the apostles. Through this ministry you join the great host of those who, since Pentecost, have received the apostolic mission. (…) Just as the Lord came from the Father to bring us light, life and love, so mission must continually put us in movement, make us restless to carry to those who suffer, those in doubt and also those who are reluctant, the joy of Christ. Lastly there is the power of forgiveness. The Sacrament of Penance is one of the Church's precious treasures, because only in forgiveness is true renewal of the world achieved. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2005

VATICAN - At the Regina Cæli prayer the Pope underlines the bond that exists in the Church between the Spirit and institution: “Without the Holy Spirit the Church would be a merely human organisation, weighed down by her very structures”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - At the end of the Holy Mass with the ordination of 21 new priests for the diocese of Rome, addressing from his study window the crowds gathered in St Peter’s Square for the midday prayer and papal blessing, Pope Benedict XVI encouraged those present to thank God “for the gift of the new priests” and to pray “for numerous and holy vocations in Rome and all over the world”.
The Holy Father noted that "the happy coincidence between Pentecost and the priestly ordinations invites me to underscore the indissoluble tie that exists, in the Church, between the Spirit and the institution. I referred to this last Saturday when I took possession of the chair of the bishop of Rome at St. John Lateran. The chair and the Spirit are intimately linked in reality, as are the charisma and the ordained ministry. Without the Holy Spirit the Church would be reduced to a merely human organisation, weighed down by her very structures. But in turn, in the plans of God, the Spirit habitually uses human mediation to act in history. Precisely for this reason, Christ, Who constituted His Church on the foundation of the Apostles gathered around Peter, also enriched her with the gift of His Spirit so that, over the centuries. He could comfort her and lead her to the full truth. "May the ecclesial community remain always open and docile to the action of the Holy Spirit in order to be among men a credible sign and effective instrument of God's action!"
Before the prayer the Holy Father asked for the intercession of the Blessed Virgin May contemplated in the glorious mystery of Pentecost “for a new effusion of the Spirit on the Church in our day”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope tells pilgrims in Rome for the beatification of Mothers Ascension de Corazon de Jesus Nicol Goni, and Marianne Cope “Exemplary witnesses of Christ's charity these two new Blessed help us to better understand the meaning and the value of our Christian vocation”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - On Monday 16 May Pope Benedict XVI received pilgrims who participated in Saturday's ceremony for the beatification of Mothers Ascension de Corazon de Jesus Nicol Goni, and Marianne Cope. "Exemplary witnesses of Christ's charity," said the Holy Father, "these two new Blessed help us to better understand the meaning and the value of our Christian vocation.".
Speaking in Spanish the Pope said “You have come to Rome to revive the missionary message left to the Church with her life and her deeds by Mother Ascensión del Corazón de Jesús Nicol Goñi. “I encourage you to ponder in your heart the apostolic ardour born of love for Jesus which Mother Ascensión lived and passed on to her spiritual daughters”. Addressing the Missionary Dominicans of the Rosary, the Holy Father urged them to: “keep alive the experience of the closeness of God in missionary life - 'how close God feels,' Mother Ascension used to say. And keep alive the spirit of fraternity in your communities, always ready to go where the Church most needs you, with the same pioneering spirit that took Mother Ascension to the wild lands of the Vicariate of Puerto Maldonado."”. The Holy Father then greeted pilgrims from that apostolic vicariate and from other areas of Peru, "who saw a precious fruit of genuine evangelisation come into bloom, cultivated with special care by female hands." He also greeted pilgrims from Navarre, the area of Spain in which the new Blessed was born, and “from other parts of Spain where the Gospel took deep root and gave so many missionaries for all over the world.
The Pope then recalled that the beatification took place “on a very significant day for missionaries and the whole Church: the eve of Pentecost, the time when under the impulse of the Holy Spirit, the disciples of Jesus started without fear to proclaim openly and everywhere the Master’s teaching. From then on others accepted to missionary mandate putting their energies at the service of the Gospel”.
Addressing the visitors who had come for the beatification of Mother Marianne Cope, the Pope said in English: “Marianne Cope's life was one of profound faith and love which bore fruit in a missionary spirit of immense hope and trust. In 1862 she entered the Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters of Syracuse where she imbibed the particular spirituality of Saint Francis of Assisi, dedicating herself wholeheartedly to spiritual and corporal works of mercy.” When she was superior general of her Congregation the Bishop of Honolulu asked the Order to come to Hawai per to work among people with leprosy. “Fifty other Congregations received the same plea for assistance, but only Mother Marianne, in the name of her Sisters, responded positively. True to the charisma of the Order and in imitation of Saint Francis, who had embraced lepers, Mother Marianne volunteered herself for the mission with a trusting, “Yes”! And for thirty-five years, until her death in 1918, our new Blessed dedicated her life to the love and service of lepers on the islands of Maui and Molokai. Undoubtedly the generosity of Mother Marianne was, humanly speaking, exemplary. Good intentions and selflessness alone, however, do not adequately explain her vocation. It is only the perspective of faith which enables us to understand her witness — as a Christian and as a Religious — to that sacrificial love which reaches its fullness in Jesus Christ. All that she achieved was inspired by her personal love of the Lord which she in turn expressed through her love of those abandoned and rejected by society in a most wretched way.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/5/2005)

VATICAN - “I wish to recommend CELAM to give special attention to pastoral of the family threatened in our day by serious dangers which undermine the very foundation of Christian marriage and family”: Pope Benedict XVI sends message to Latin American Bishops for 50th CELAM anniversari

Vatican City (Fides) - On the occasion of the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences CELAM, Pope Benedict XVI has sent a message of good wishes dated 14 May 2005 in which he underlines the important role of this Council at the service of the Bishops in Latin America. The Pope calls on the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean to “give special attention to family catechesis and the promotion of a positive and correct vision of marriage and conjugal morals, contributing in this way to the formation of authentic Christian families which shine for the way in which they live the values of the Gospels”. 
Recalling that since its foundation CELAM has been called to encourage vocations, “that they may be numerous and holy”, looking to the future the Pope encourages CELAM to continue to offer its important contribution and decisive support in this field “to help young people discern the call and to accompany their response”. Since the aim of this Council is to promote collaboration among the Bishops themselves and with the Holy See the Pope stresses the need for “a deeper spirit of communion and reciprocal charity in life within the Church”. “In the exercise of pastoral work this unity in charity must shine among Bishops and clergy and religious and persons who live their consecration in the charisma of their own community”. 
The message from Benedict XVI ends with the wish “that the commemoration may produce encourage in Bishops and in all the particular Churches of Latin America an ever more vigorous evangelising impulse”. (R.Z.) (Agenzia Fides 18/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope’s Wednesday Audience teaching “the Lord stoops attentively to our smallness and indigence which would make us draw back in fear” on Psalm 112

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Psalm 112 is a short hymn which in the original Hebrew consists of only sixty words all filled with sentiments of trust, praise and joy.” During the general audience this morning in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI commented psalm 112 - Praised be the name of the Lord - first vespers Sunday Week 3 (reading: Ps 112,1-4.7.9).
“The first part of the psalm, the Holy Father said, "praises the 'name of the Lord,' which - as we know - in biblical language indicates the person of God Himself, His living and active presence in human history. Three times with passionate insistence the ‘name of the Lord’ resounds at the heart of the prayer of adoration. All being and all time, 'from the rising of the sun to its setting,' - the Psalmist says - is involved in a single act of thanksgiving" the Pope explained in his teaching
The second part, the Holy Father affirmed, celebrates the Lord's transcendence. It says: the Lord sits on high... The divine gaze takes in all of reality, both earthly and heavenly beings. Yet His eye is not arrogant or aloof like that of some cold-hearted emperor."
Commenting the last part of the psalm, the Pope indicated how "the Lord stoops attentively to our smallness and indigence which would make us draw back in fear. With His loving gaze and His effective commitment towards the lowest and most wretched of the world... God bends down, then, to the needy and the suffering to console them.”. 
“To the woman who is alone and sterile, humiliated in ancient times as of she were a dry and useless branch, God give honour and the immense joy of having many children. The Psalmist praises God who is very different from us in his greatness but he is close to his creatures who suffer. It is easy to foresee in these last verses of in Psalm 112 Mary’s words in the Magnificat, the canticle on the preferences of God «who looks on the lowliness of his handmaid ». (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/5/2005)

VATICAN - “Love, nourish and hand on the faith in your families as the most precious heritage! Bear witness to the faith!”: Benedict XVI encourages Peruvian Catholics

Lima (Fides Service) - The celebration and final lap of the great City Mission “Remar Mar Adentro” which for more than two years has involved more than 10,000 city missionaries mostly lay people in a programme of new evangelisation in the archdiocese of Lima, capital of Peru, will reach its conclusion on 26 May 2006. In the late evening of May 17, concomitantly with celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences CELAM, in Lima Cathedral there was a solemn concelebration of the Eucharist with two intentions: opening of celebrations for the 4th centenary of the death of St Toribio de Mogrovejo (1538-1606), second archbishop of Lima, and the entrustment to the patron saint of Latin American Bishops of the work of the 30th ordinary CELAM assembly. At the end of the Mass, presided by Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, archbishop of Lima and Primate of Peru, Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and president of the Pontifical Council for Latin America read a message from Pope Benedict XVI in which the Holy Father assures the Church in Peru of his affection, closeness and encouragement. 
The central nucleus of the message from the Supreme Pontiff is the paternal concern with which he calls on Peruvians to love their faith, to nourish it with prayer and the sacraments and careful listening to the word of God. The Pope encourages them to hand on the faith in their families as the most precious heritage: “If a mother and father leave their children with strong faith they leave them the greatest of treasures which will be light for their steps in life”. Remarking that faith is a gift which is not to be lived alone, only inwardly, but which must be witnessed in everyday life, the Holy Father calls on the people to bear witness to their faith so that “faith becomes a bright light which leads to Christ and spreads though the life of each and everyone those Christian and human values which are part of the identity of Peruvians”.
The Cardinal Primate of the Peruvian Church in his homily said that St Toribio de Mogrovejo spent 10 years in Peru and made three pastoral visits filled with love for Christ and an unquenchable desire to save souls. Distinctive traits of the pastoral ministry of this saint included his closeness to God and fidelity to prayer as a fundamental element in his apostolic ministry. In fact “intense prayer does not prevent commitment with history because it opens the heart to God and to love our brothers and sisters and enables us to build history according to God’s plan” said Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope addresses students of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy: “cultivate "the two constitutive and complementary dimensions of the Church: communion and mission, unity and passion for evangelisation

Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning, the Holy Father received students of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy, accompanied by their president, Archbishop Justo Mullor, calling on them to use their formative years to reinforce their "sensus Ecclesiae," so as to take on "an ecclesial form in your entire personality, in your minds and in your hearts." Benedict XVI called on the future pontifical diplomatic representatives to cultivate "the two constitutive and complementary dimensions of the Church: communion and mission, unity and passion for evangelisation." Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy was founded by Pope Clement XI in 1701 to prepare young ecclesiastics for the Holy See’s diplomatic service.
The Pope underlined the importance of this period of formation to strengthen “sensus Ecclesiae”: “cultivate "the two constitutive and complementary dimensions of the Church: communion and mission, unity and evangelical passion. To the movement towards the centre of the Church must correspond a courageous impulse to bear witness to the particular Churches of the treasure of truth and grace which Christ entrusted to Peter and his successors. This dimension of your mission are worthily represented by the apostles Peter and Paul who shed their blood here in Rome. While you are at the academy," said the Pope, "seek to become fully 'Roman' in an ecclesial sense, in other words, sure and faithful in your adherence to the Magisterium and to the pastoral guidance of Peter's Successor. At the same time, cultivate missionary zeal, with eagerness to cooperate in spreading the Gospel to the farthest confines of the world.”
Recalling the testimony of John Paul II, which “had a profound echo also among non Christians”, Benedict XVI said “where Christ is announced with a coherent life style he speaks to all hearts even to brother and sisters of other religious traditions … The mission of the Church is not in contrast with respect for religious and cultural traditions. Christ does not take away, rather he gives fullness of life, joy and hope”. Besides sound cultural preparation, it is indispensable to “live holiness” the Holy Father told the students. “To this end, tirelessly seek to be exemplary priests, animated by constant and intense prayer, cultivating intimacy with Christ. Be priests according to Christ's heart and you will carry our your ministry with success and apostolic fruits. Never allow yourselves to be tempted by the logic of career advancement and power”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope addresses Bishops from Rwanda: “May the Spirit of Pentecost render fruitful the efforts of those who strive to build brotherhood among all Rwandans in a spirit of truth and justice!”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning, Saturday 21 May Pope Benedict XVI received the Bishops of Rwanda on ad limina visit to Rome”. “Through you I greet affectionately your communities” the Pope said, encouraging clergy and faithful, sorely tried by the genocide 1994 and its consequences to remain firm in the faith and to persevere in hope a gift of the Risen Christ, overcoming all temptation to lose courage. “May the Spirit of Pentecost, poured out on the whole universe render fruitful the efforts of those who work to build brotherhood among all Rwandans in a spirit of truth and justice!”. 
The Holy Father recalled the local Church’s activity to promote peace and reconciliation through small communities of lay people in communion with the bishops in the ambit of the Church’s missionary pastoral. “I encourage you to support these communities” the Pope said since they guarantee the development of a stronger spiritual and ecclesial life with which to respond to the numerous challenges in Rwanda. “Work tirelessly to see that the Gospel penetrates ever more deeply the hearts and life of believers, and urge the faithful to assume their responsibilities in society, in particular in the fields of the economy and politics, with a sense of morals nourished by the Gospel and the Church’s Social Doctrine”. 
Pope Benedict XVI sent special greetings to priests and those preparing for the priesthood: “their number is an authentic sign of hope for the future”. A locally born clergy is a reason to honour the patient work of missionaries who announced Christ and formed Christian communities. The Pope asked the bishops to be close to their priests and to give special attention to their formation and the condition in which they live and exercise their mission. At the end of his address the Holy Father encouraged bishops and people to continue to “build communities animated by genuine reciprocal love and filled with an imperious desire to work for authentic reconciliation. May there resound on every hill the song of messengers carrying the Good News of Christ who has conquered death”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 21/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope’s Sunday reflection at the Angelus: “God is not solitude, but perfect communion. This is why the human person, the image of God, is realised through love, sincere gift of self ”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “The words which summarise all revelation are these: ‘God is love’ (1 Jn 4,8.16); and love is always a mystery, a reality which goes beyond reason although without contradicting it, indeed exalting its potential. Jesus revealed to us the mystery of God: He, the Son, introduced us to the Father who is in heaven, and gave us the Holy Spirit, the Love of the Father and of the Son.” On Trinity Sunday before leading the midday recitation of the Angelus prayer with thousands gathered in St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on this profound mystery. “Christian theology summarises the truth of God in this way: one substance, three persons. God is not solitude, but perfect communion. This is why the human person, the image of God, is realised through love, sincere gift of self.”
The Pope had special greetings for the participants at the Italian national Eucharistic Congress in Bari. “At the heart of this year dedicated to the Eucharist the Christian people gathers around Christ present in the Blessed Sacrament, source and summit of its life and mission. In particular, each parish is called to rediscover the beauty of Sunday, the Lord’s Day when in the Eucharist the disciples of Christ renew communion with the One who gives meaning to the joys and fatigue of every day”. Benedict XVI recalled that next Sunday he will preside the closing Mass of the Congress in Bari . Before the Angelus he entrusted these days of intense prayer and adoration and “all children, adolescents abnd young people making their first Holy Communion or Confirmation” to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/5/2005)

VATICAN - Papal Letter to the Church in Spain on the occasion of the national pilgrimage to Zaragoza: “May the Blessed Virgin Mary preserve every family from all forms of social justice, from all that offends its dignity and restricts its freedom”

Zaragoza (Fides Service) - “At this time of discernment for many hearts you the Bishops of Spain are looking towards the One who welcomed with total availability the life of God who was entering history” Pope Benedict XVI said in a letter to the Spanish bishops on the occasion of the national pilgrimage last Sunday to the shrine of Pilar de Zaragoza to commemorate the 150th anniversary of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception and the 50th anniversary of the consecration of Spain to the Immaculate Heart of Mary at which thousands of people led by their bishops took part (see Fides 21 May 2005).
“With this pilgrimage you contemplate the admirable mystery of Mary and reflect on its inexhaustible riches for every Christ’s vocation to holiness” the Pope wrote in his Letter. “Immaculate Mary reflects the mercifulness of the Father … May she be our Advocate in our need and intercede for us with her Son… she invites us to draw near to Christ and in this closeness to experience and see «the goodness of the Lord».” 
While in Spain there is a debate on the secular nature of the state and the family is threatened by proposed amendments to the Civil Code the Pope referred to the Holy Family of Nazareth as a model for all families and he said “in domestic community the family achieves its calling to promote human and Christian life, sharing the joys and expectations in a climate of understanding and reciprocal help. Therefore the human child, who is born and grows and develops in a family, is able to undertake without uncertainty the path of goodness and will not be disoriented by modes and ideologies which alienate the human person”.
Aware that “the Catholic Church in Spain is willing to make decisive steps in its evangelising projects” the Pope asks that the real nature and mission of the Church may be understood and accepted “because the Church seeks to promote the common good of all, respect for individuals and for society. In fact the transmission of faith and religious practice of believers cannot be restricted to only private environments.”
The Holy Father concluded his message entrusting to the Blessed Virgin Mary the concerns and hopes of the Church in Spain, all human life from natural beginning to natural end, asking Mary “to preserve all families from social injustice, all that offends its dignity and restricts its freedom; and that the religious freedom and freedom of conscience of every person may be respected ." (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope comments on Psalm 115: “The entire people of God, thank the Lord of life, Who never abandons the just in the dark bosom of pain and death, but leads then to hope and to life."

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “In the original Hebrew Psalm 115 forms one composition with the previous psalm 114. Both form a unitary act of thanksgiving to the Lord who frees us from the nightmare of death. In our text there emerges the memory of past anguish: the psalmist held high the torch of faith even when the bitterness of desperation and unhappiness rose to his lips. Around him in fact there arose a sort of gelid curtain of hatred and deceit, because his neighbour was false and unfaithful. But now supplication turns into gratitude because the Lord has lifted his faithful servant out of the dark gorge of deceit.” During his general audience this morning in St Peter’s Square Pope Benedict XVI explained the significance of Psalm 115 - Thanksgiving in the temple - first vespers Sunday week 3 (Ps. 115,10-13.18-19).
The psalmist is preparing to offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving during a liturgy: “in fact explicit reference is made to a sacrificial rite and the assembly of «all the people», before whom the psalmist voices his faith. It will be in this circumstance that he makes his thanksgiving public knowing well that even when death threatens the Lord reaches down to him with love. God is not indifferent to the drama of his creature, he breaks his chains”. The psalmist "having been saved from death, feels himself to be the Lord's 'servant,' and 'son of His handmaiden;' a beautiful Oriental expression indicating a person born in the same house as his master. The Psalmist humbly and joyfully professes his association with the House of God, with the family of created beings united to him in love and faithfulness."
Greeting pilgrims in various languages Benedict XVI invited everyone to participate in the Mass he will celebrate at 7 p.m. tomorrow, Solemnity of Corpus Christi, in the Basilica of St. John Lateran, and in the traditional procession to St. Mary Major, in order "to express together faith in Christ, Who is present in the Eucharist.”. 
At the end of the audience the Pope met President Blaise Compaoré of Burkina Faso, consort and entourage; President Amadou Toumani Toure, President of Mali and entourage; Mr Absalom Themaba Dlamini, Prime Minister of Swaziland, consort and entourage. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/5/2005)

VATICAN - “The Corpus Christi procession responds symbolically to the command of the Risen Lord: I am going before you to Galilee. Go out to the ends of the earth, carry the Gospel to the world.” The Pope says during Mass celebrated in front of the Cathedral of Rome

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “The procession on Holy Thursday accompanies Jesus in his solitude towards the "via crucis". The procession on Corpus Christi, instead responds symbolically to the command of the Risen Lord: I am going before you to Galilee. Go to the ends of the earth, carry the Gospel to the world.” The Holy Father Benedict XVI said in his homily during Mass celebrated in front of the Cathedral of Rome St John’s Basilica, on the solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ. The Pope then presided the Eucharistic Procession along via Merulana, to the Basilica of St Mary Major.
“With the feast of Corpus Christi, the Church relives the mystery of Holy Thursday in the light of the Resurrection” the Pope said in his homily. “With the procession of Holy Thursday the Church accompanies Jesus to the Garden of Olives: the Church strongly desires to pray and watch with Jesus so as not to leave him alone in the night of the world, the night of betrayal, the night of the indifference of so many. With the feast of Corpus Christi, we resume this procession but in the joy of the Resurrection. The Lord is risen and he goes before us”. The Pope continued “Jesus goes before us to the Father, he ascends to the Father on high and calls us to follow him”, therefore “the real destination of our journey is communion with God- God himself is the home with many rooms -. But we can only ascend to this home by going "towards Galilee" - walking the roads of the world carrying the Gospel to all peoples, carrying the gift of his love to men and women of every era. This is why the apostles went to "the ends of the earth"; this is why St Peter and St Paul came as far as Rome, a city which at the time was the centre of the known world, truly the "caput mundi".”
The Holy Father pointed out how in the Sacrament of the Eucharist "the Lord is always moving towards the world”, as the procession demonstrates...“This procession seeks to be a great and public blessing for our city. Christ in person is the divine blessing for the world - may the rays of His blessing extend over us all."!”. Accompanying the Risen Christ as he reaches out to the world we respond to his command: "take, eat, ... drink of it, all of you," Benedict XVI emphasised that "one cannot 'eat' the Risen One, present in form of bread, as a simple piece of bread. To eat this bread is to communicate, it is to enter into communion with the person of the living Lord. This communion, this act of 'eating,' truly represents an encounter between two people, it means allowing oneself to be penetrated by the life of the One Who is Lord, the One Who is my Creator and Redeemer. The aim of this communion is to assimilate my life to His, my transformation and conformity to the One Who is living Love. Thus, communion implies adoration, it implies the will to follow Christ, to follow the One Who goes before. Adoration and procession thus make up part of a single gesture of communion, a response to His call to 'take and eat'."
The Pope concluded by underlining the fact that "our procession finishes before the basilica of St. Mary Major, in the encounter with the Virgin, called by dear Pope John Paul II ‘Woman of the Eucharist”: “Let us pray to our Holy Mother and ask her to help us open our being ever more to the presence of Christ; to follow Him faithfully day after day along the paths of our lives. Amen.".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/5/2005)

VATICAN - The Pope receives Burundian Bishops on ad Limina visit: “announce the Gospel and heal memory and hearts, foster solidarity among all Burundians and ban all spirit of revenge and resentment, encourage forgiveness and reconciliation”.

Vatican City (Fides Service) - This morning the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI received in audience a group of Bishops of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of Burundi on the occasion of their five-yearly ad limina visit. In his address the Pope mentioned the Papal Nuncio Archbishop Michael A. Courtney assassinated in December 2003, “faithful to the point of offering his life for the Mission entrusted to him by the Holy Father at the service of your beloved homeland and its local Church”. The Pope also expressed his joy for the “spiritual and missionary vitality of diocesan communities” in Burundi. 
Referring to the local Church’s dedication to promoting peace and reconciliation in the country, “particularly in this period of elections” and that all Burundians have suffered greatly because of war the Pope recalled that “many Burundian Christians bore heroic witness to their faith”. And he told the Bishops that diocesan pastoral programmes and synods “can help announce the Gospel and heal memory and hearts, foster solidarity among all Burundians and ban all spirit of revenge and resentment, encourage forgiveness and reconciliation”. 
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the post synodal Exhortation Ecclesia in Africa, promulgated by Pope John Paul II. Pope Benedict XVI said he hoped the document would be “a magna charter for your commitment to the mission entrusted to you in communion with all the other local Churches!” He encouraged the Burundian Bishops to have special care of the lay faithful “helping them to live their baptism ever more intensely” so they will not feel the need to return to their old religious practices which were not purified by the Spirit of the Lord, or to join religious sects. He urged them to work to guarantee their people sound Christian formation while not neglecting inculturation particularly in the field of translating the Bible and documents of Church teaching. 
The Pope ended his address thanking God for the apostolic efforts in Burundi in difficult times by clergy and religious, and catechists, “valid helpers with the apostolate” and the many lay Catholics involved in promoting development of the person and of society through Church social works or in the field of education and healthcare. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2005)

ITALY - Benedict XVI closes 24th Italian National Eucharistic Congress: “The one and the same Christ is present in the Eucharistic Bread everywhere in the world. This means we cannot encounter him alone without all the others. We can only receive him in unity. The consequence is clear: we cannot communicate with the Lord unless we communicate among ourselves”

Bari (Fides Service) - “I wanted to be here with you today to celebrate with particular emphasis the Solemnity of Corpus Christi and so pay homage to Christ in the Sacrament of his love and at the same time to strengthen the bonds of communion between myself and the Church and the Bishops in Italy.” With these words Pope Benedict XVI opened his homily on Sunday 29 May in Bari on the Adriatic coast of Italy where he went on his first apostolic visit outside Rome to presided Mass for the closing of the 24th Italian National Eucharistic Congress with the theme: "We cannot live without Sunday ".

“The aim of this Eucharistic Congress was to re-present Sunday as "the weekly Easter ", the expression of the identity of the Christian community and centre of its life and mission” the Pope said in his homily recalling the heroic witness of the 49 martyrs in Abitene who faced death rather than renouncing the celebration of the Lord’s Day. “This was an experience on which we Christians of the twenty first century are called to reflect. For us too it is not easy to live as Christians”. We Christians of today also need the Bread of the Eucharist to face the fatigue and tiredness of our journey: “Sunday, the Lord’s Day is an opportune occasion to draw strength from the One who is the Lord of life. This festive precept is not simply a duty imposed from outside. Every Christian needs to take part in the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist and eat the Bread of the Eucharist from which to draw the necessary energy for the journey ahead”. 

The Lord never leaves us alone on our journey: “In the Eucharist Christ is truly present among us. His presence is not static. It is dynamic, and he takes hold of us to make us his and to make us like him.” Another aspect of the Eucharist underlined by the Pope was relations with others: “The Christ we encounter in the Sacrament is the same here in Bari, in Rome, in Europe, in America, in Asia, in Oceania. He is the one and the same Christ present in the Eucharistic Bread in every corner of the earth. This means we can only encounter Him together with everyone else. We can receive him only in unity … Sad to say Christians today are divided, precisely in the sacrament of unity. All the more, sustained by the Eucharist, we should feel compelled to strive with all our energy towards that full unity so ardently desired by Christ in the Upper Room.”

The Pope reaffirmed his determination to “undertake the fundamental task of working with all my strength to rebuild full and visible unity of all believers in Jesus Christ” and to reach this goal “there must be concrete gestures which touch hearts and move minds, leading each individual to that inward conversion which is the condition for all progress on the path of ecumenism”. Benedict XVI urged all Christians to “step out with determination on the path of that spiritual ecumenism which through prayer opens the doors to the Holy Spirit who alone can create unity”. Lastly the Holy Father encouraged those present to “rediscover the joy of Christian Sunday” and the “privilege of being able to take part in the Eucharist” . The Pope said he wished that Christians today may become again aware of the “decisive importance of the Sunday Celebration and draw from their participation in the Eucharist the necessary impulse for a new proclamation to the world of Christ "our peace".” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2005)
VATICAN - "The Church will never stop saying that marriage and the family are part of God’s plan and nothing can replace them or act as a substitute for them": The Pope confirms the convocation of 5th World Meeting of Families in Spain in 2006

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Pope Benedict XVI has confirmed the convocation of the 5th World Meeting for Families promoted by the Catholic Church to be held in the first week in July 2006 in Valencia Spain with the theme “Handing on the faith in the family”. In a special Letter to Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo President of the Pontifical Council for the Family the Pope said “Like John Paul II I intend to encourage the ‘wondrous news’, the ‘Gospel of the Family’ whose value is central for the Church and for society.

The Holy Father affirmed: "

"The Church will never stop saying that marriage and the family are part of God’s plan and nothing can replace them or act as a substitute for them... today more than ever the family has the unavoidable and most noble mission to hand on the faith. Parents are the first evangelisers of children the Creator’s precious gift”. The Pope ended his letter asking God to bless all the families which will take part in the Meeting either in person or in spirit. "May our Mother the Blessed Virgin Mary who accompanied her Son to the Wedding Feast at Cana intercede for all the families of the world ". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2005)

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses Italian Bishops : “Italy can and must play a major role in offering common witness to Jesus Christ our only Saviour, so Christ may be the measure for true humanism, for individual conscience and the structures social life”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Dear brothers, our bond has a precise root, the same root which unites all the Bishops of the world with the Successor of Peter, but in this country it is even stronger because the Pope is also the Bishop of Rome and Primate of Italy” Pope Benedict XVI said in an address to the Bishops of Italy who welcomed him on 30 May to their 54th plenary assembly being held in the Synod Hall in the Vatican. The Holy Father thanked the Bishops for the warm welcome and recalled Italy’s close relation with the Christian faith dating to apostolic times and still profound and sincere. Despite a certain culture today which tends to exclude Christianity and religious and moral traditions in general from the continent of Europe, “above all in Italy the Church maintains a capillary presence among people of all ages and conditions and can therefore propose in all kinds of situations the message of salvation entrusted to her by the Lord.”

The Pope underlined the Church’s efforts “to maintain its presence and to increase its missionary dynamism”, putting at the base of all contemplation of Jesus Christ and in Him the true face of God the Father, as Pope John Paul II said in “Novo Millennio Ineunte”. “Here lies in fact the Church’s secret heart and strength, the source of the effectiveness of our apostolate. Above all in the mystery of the Eucharist, we, our priests and all the faithful can live this relation with Christ to the full: here he becomes tangible among us, he gives himself to us again and again, he becomes ours so that we may become his and may learn his love.” In this contemplation of the face of Christ, “Most Holy Mary goes before us, she sustains us and accompanies us. Love and devotion for the Lord’s Mother so widespread and deeply rooted among the people of Italy, is a precious heritage which we must always cultivate and a great resource also in view of evangelisation”. 

The Church is present among the people in a network of parishes which must be sustained at these times of change so they may acquire “an ever more missionary attitude in daily pastoral and thus open to more intense collaboration with all the forces of which the Church disposes”. It is important to reinforce parish structures and the different ‘charismatic’ realities formed in recent decades, “so that mission may reach every ambient of life”. A precious contribution comes from the presence of religious communities very numerous in Italy.

The Holy Father encouraged the Bishops to continue working to ensure that “the voice of Catholics is always present in the cultural debate in Italy and even before to increase the capacity to elaborate rationally in the light of the faith the many questions arising in various areas of knowledge and the major decisions of life.”

Another pastoral question touched by the Pope was the family, “exposed in the present cultural climate to many risks and threats”: fragility and internal instability, a tendency to question the unique character and special mission of the family founded on marriage. “Sad to say Italy is one of those countries in which scarcity of births is most grave and persistent and is already having serious consequences on the entire social body.” Benedict XVI recalled the Bishops’ efforts to defend the sacredness of human life and the value of the institution of marriage while promoting the family’s role in the Church and in society. “In the same spirit you are also involved in enlightening and motivating the decision of Catholics and all the citizens of Italy with regard to the referendums now imminent concerning the law on fertility treatment: precisely because it is clear and concrete your intervention is a sign of your concern as Bishops for every human person who can never be reduced to a means, the person is always an end, as Our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us in the Gospel and as human reason tells us”. 

The Pope thanked the Bishops and Catholics of Italy for their “generous charity” towards the poor, the sick, immigrants, peoples decimated by disease, war and hunger. Recalling that on the occasion of World Youth Day in Cologne in the coming month of August he will meet crowds of young people, the Pope said: “They need our help to grow and mature in the faith: this is the first service they must receive from the Church, especially from us, the Bishops and from our priests...young people must feel loved by the Church, loved concretely by us the Bishops and our priests. In this way they will experience in the Church the friendship and love which the Lord has for them, they will understand that in Christ the truth coincides with love and they in turn will learn to love the Lord and to have faith in his body the Church. Today this, my dear Brother Bishops of Italy, is the central point of the great challenge to hand on the faith to the young generations.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/5/2005)

VATICAN - “To welcome Jesus and carry him to others is the true joy of the Christian! Let us follow and imitate Mary, a profoundly eucharistic soul, and our whole life will be a Magnificat”: the Pope said at the end of the month of May, the month of Mary

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “In this special Year of the Eucharist we are living Mary helps us appreciate more and more the great sacrament of the Eucharist. Our beloved Pope John Paul II in his last Encyclical - Ecclesia de Eucharistia - presented Mary to us as a ‘woman of the Eucharist’ all through her life. A woman of the Eucharist in profundity, beginning from her inward attitude: from the Annunciation when she offered herself for the incarnation of God’s Word, to the cross and the resurrection; a woman of the Eucharist in the time following Pentecost when she received in the Sacrament the Body she had borne in her womb”. Pope Benedict XVI said this to several hundred people gathered in the Vatican Gardens on 31 May. The occasion was the traditional Vatican’s rosary procession from the ancient little Church of St Stephen of the Abyssinians immediately behind St Peter’s to the little Grotto of Lourdes. The procession was led by Archbishop Angelo Comastri, Vicar General of His Holiness for Vatican City State. The Pope joined the procession on its arrival at the feet of the statue of Our Lady of Lourdes.

Meditating the mystery of Our Lady’s Visitation to her cousin Elizabeth, the Pope said: “In a way we can say- and all the more in this Year of the Eucharist - that her journey was the first ever "Eucharistic procession ". The living tabernacle of God made man, Mary is the Ark of the Covenant in which the Lord visited and redeemed his people. The presence of Jesus fills her with the Holy Spirit”. This encounter is steeped in the joy of the Spirit expressed in the Magnificat canticle. “Is this not also the joy of the Church which incessantly welcomes Christ in the holy Eucharist and carries him through witness of active charity permeated with faith and hope? Yes, to welcome Jesus and carry him to others is the true joy of the Christian! Dear brothers and sisters let us follow and imitate Mary, a profoundly Eucharistic soul and our whole life will be a Magnificat. Let this be the grace we ask of the Most Holy Virgin Mary this evening at the end of the month of May”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2005)
VERBA PONTIFICIS
Love
The word that summarizes all revelation is this: "God is love" (I Jn 4: 8, 16); and love is always a mystery, a reality that surpasses reason without contradicting it, and more than that, exalts its possibilities. 

Jesus revealed to us the mystery of God: he, the Son, made us know the Father who is in Heaven, and gave us the Holy Spirit, the Love of the Father and of the Son. Christian theology synthesizes the truth of God with this expression: only one substance in three persons. God is not solitude, but perfect communion. For this reason the human person, the image of God, realizes himself or herself in love, which is a sincere gift of self. (Angelus, Sunday, 22 May 2005)
Benedict 

I wanted to be called Benedict XVI in order to create a spiritual bond with Benedict XV, who steered the Church through the period of turmoil caused by the First World War. He was a courageous and authentic prophet of peace and strove with brave courage first of all to avert the tragedy of the war and then to limit its harmful consequences. (GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 27 April 2005).  

" The name "Benedict" also calls to mind the extraordinary figure of the great "Patriarch of Western Monasticism", St Benedict of Norcia, Co-Patron of Europe together with Sts Cyril and Methodius, and the women Saints, Bridget of Sweden, Catherine of Siena and Edith Stein. The gradual expansion of the Benedictine Order that he founded had an enormous influence on the spread of Christianity across the Continent. St Benedict is therefore deeply venerated, also in Germany and particularly in Bavaria, my birthplace; he is a fundamental reference point for European unity and a powerful reminder of the indispensable Christian roots of his culture and civilization" (GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 27 April 2005).  

Possession of the Chair of the Bishop of Rome
At the centre of this day we find Christ. And it is also only thanks to him, thanks to the mystery of his Ascension, that we can understand the significance of the Chair, which in turn is the symbol of the Bishop's power and responsibility.

The successors of the Apostles, the Bishops, who are publicly responsible for ensuring that the network of these witnesses survives.

In this network of witnesses, the Successor of Peter has a special task. It was Peter who, on the Apostles' behalf, made the first profession of faith: "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God”

The one who holds the office of the Petrine ministry must be aware that he is a frail and weak human being - just as his own powers are frail and weak - and is constantly in need of purification and conversion. 

But he can also be aware that the power to strengthen his brethren in the faith and keep them united in the confession of the Crucified and Risen Christ comes from the Lord.

The Bishop of Rome sits upon the Chair to bear witness to Christ. Thus, the Chair is the symbol of the potestas docendi, the power to teach that is an essential part of the mandate of binding and loosing which the Lord conferred on Peter, and after him, on the Twelve.
This power of teaching frightens many people in and outside the Church. They wonder whether freedom of conscience is threatened or whether it is a presumption opposed to freedom of thought. It is not like this. The power that Christ conferred upon Peter and his Successors is, in an absolute sense, a mandate to serve. The power of teaching in the Church involves a commitment to the service of obedience to the faith. The Pope is not an absolute monarch whose thoughts and desires are law. On the contrary: the Pope's ministry is a guarantee of obedience to Christ and to his Word. He must not proclaim his own ideas, but rather constantly bind himself and the Church to obedience to God's Word, in the face of every attempt to adapt it or water it down, and every form of opportunism. 
(HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Basilica of St John Lateran, Saturday, 7 May 2005)
Communication
These important tools of communication can support reciprocal knowledge and dialogue or, on the contrary, fuel prejudice and contempt between individuals and peoples; they can contribute to spreading peace or fomenting violence. This is why an appeal must always be made to personal responsibility; all must do their part to ensure objectivity, respect for human dignity and attention to the common good in all forms of communication. In this way they contribute to bringing down the walls of hostility that continue to divide humanity, and to strengthening the bonds of friendship and love which are signs of God's Kingdom in history. (REGINA CÆLI, 8 May 2005)
Life 

“It is really so: the purpose of our lives is to reveal God to men. And only where God is seen does life truly begin. Only when we meet the living God in Christ do we know what life is. We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary.” 
(HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Sunday, 24 April 2005).  
Pope John Paul II did this when, in front of all attempts, apparently benevolent to the human person, and in the face of erroneous interpretations of freedom, he unequivocally stressed the inviolability of the human being and of human life from the moment of conception until natural death. The freedom to kill is not true freedom, but a tyranny that reduces the human being to slavery.
(HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Basilica of St John Lateran, Saturday, 7 May 2005)

In this regard, the family, through home life, fulfils its human and Christian vocation, sharing joys and hopes in an atmosphere of understanding and reciprocal help. Therefore, the human being who is born, develops and is formed in the family, is able to start out on the journey of good without hesitation, without allowing himself or herself to be disoriented by customs or ideologies unworthy of the human person.
LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE TO THE SHRINE OF NUESTRA SEÑORA DEL PILAR OF SARAGOSSA, 19 May 2005

In the same spirit, you are currently involved in enlightening and motivating the decisions of Catholics and of all citizens concerning the upcoming referendums on the law on assisted procreation. Your clear and concrete commitment is a sign of your concern as Pastors for every human being, who can never be reduced to a means but is always an end, as our Lord Jesus Christ teaches us in his Gospel and as human reason itself tells us.
ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE ITALIAN BISHOPS TAKING PART IN THE 54th ASSEMBLY OF THE ITALIAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCE, Monday, 30 May 2005

History
History, in fact, is not in the hands of the powers of darkness, chance or human decisions alone. When evil energy that we see is unleashed, when Satan vehemently bursts in, when a multitude of scourges and ills surface, the Lord, the supreme arbiter of historical events, arises. He leads history wisely towards the dawn of the new heavens and the new earth.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 11 May 2005

God is not indifferent to human events but penetrates them, creating his own "ways" or, in other words, his effective plans and "deeds".
GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 11 May 2005

The divine gaze watches over all realities, over all beings, earthly and heavenly. However, his eyes are not arrogant and distant, like that of a cold emperor.
GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 18 May 2005

God bends down, therefore, to console the needy and those who suffer; this word finds its ultimate wealth, its ultimate meaning in the moment in which God bends over to the point of bending down, of becoming one of us, one of the world's poor. He bestows the greatest honour on the poor, that of sitting "in the company of princes, yes, with the princes of his people" (v. 8). To the abandoned and childless woman, humiliated by ancient society as if she were a worthless, dead branch, God gives the honour and the immense joy of many children.
GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 18 May 2005

Jesus goes before us next to the Father, rises to the heights of God and invites us to follow him. These two directions on the Risen One's journey are not contradictory, for both indicate the path to follow Christ. 

The true purpose of our journey is communion with God. He himself is the house of many dwelling places (cf. Jn 14: 2ff.); but we can be elevated to these dwelling places only by going "towards Galilee", travelling on the pathways of the world, taking the Gospel to all nations, carrying the gift of his love to the men and women of all times.

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Thursday, 26 May 2005
A dictatorship of relativism
“How many winds of doctrine have we known in recent decades, how many ideological currents, how many ways of thinking. The small boat of the thought of many Christians has often been tossed about by these waves - flung from one extreme to another: from Marxism to liberalism, even to libertinism; from collectivism to radical individualism; from atheism to a vague religious mysticism; from agnosticism to syncretism and so forth. Every day new sects spring up, and what St Paul says about human deception and the trickery that strives to entice people into error (cf. Eph 4: 14) comes true. “…We are building a dictatorship of relativism that does not recognize anything as definitive and whose ultimate goal consists solely of one's own ego and desires.  (HOMILY OF HIS EMINENCE CARD. JOSEPH RATZINGER DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS, Monday 18 April 2005).  

The Eucharist  

My Pontificate begins in a particularly meaningful way as the Church is living the special Year dedicated to the Eucharist. …The Eucharist, the heart of Christian life and the source of the Church's evangelizing mission, cannot but constitute the permanent centre and source of the Petrine ministry that has been entrusted to me. (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).  

"The Eucharist, source and summit of the life and mission of the Church". I ask everyone in the coming months to intensify love and devotion for Jesus in the Eucharist, and to express courageously and clearly faith in the Real Presence of the Lord, especially by the solemnity and the correctness of the celebrations.  (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).   

In the heart of this Year dedicated to the Eucharist, the Christian people converge around Christ present in the Most Holy Sacrament, the source and summit of their life and mission. 

In particular, each parish is called to rediscover the beauty of Sunday, the Lord's Day, in which the disciples of Christ renew, in the Eucharist, communion with the One who gives meaning to the joys and hardships of each day. 

(Angelus, Sunday, 22 May 200)
To eat this Bread is to communicate, to enter into communion with the person of the living Lord. This communion, this act of "eating", is truly an encounter between two persons, it is allowing our lives to be penetrated by the life of the One who is the Lord, of the One who is my Creator and Redeemer. 

The purpose of this communion, of this partaking, is the assimilation of my life with his, my transformation and conformation into he who is living Love. Therefore, this communion implies adoration, it implies the will to follow Christ, to follow the One who goes ahead of us. Adoration and procession thereby make up a single gesture of communion; they answer his mandate: "Take and eat". 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Thursday, 26 May 2005
We need this Bread to face the fatigue and weariness of our journey. Sunday, the Lord's Day, is a favourable opportunity to draw strength from him, the Lord of life. 

The Sunday precept is not, therefore, an externally imposed duty, a burden on our shoulders. On the contrary, taking part in the Celebration, being nourished by the Eucharistic Bread and experiencing the communion of their brothers and sisters in Christ is a need for Christians, it is a joy; Christians can thus replenish the energy they need to continue on the journey we must make every week. 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 29 May 2005
Christ is truly present among us in the Eucharist. His presence is not static. It is a dynamic presence that grasps us, to make us his own, to make us assimilate him. Christ draws us to him, he makes us come out of ourselves to make us all one with him. In this way he also integrates us in the communities of brothers and sisters, and communion with the Lord is always also communion with our brothers and sisters. And we see the beauty of this communion that the Blessed Eucharist gives us.
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 29 May 2005

"How will we be able to live without him?". In these words of St Ignatius we hear echoing the affirmation of the martyrs of Abitene: "Sine dominico non possumus". 

It is this that gives rise to our prayer: that we too, Christians of today, will rediscover an awareness of the crucial importance of the Sunday Celebration and will know how to draw from participation in the Eucharist the necessary dynamism for a new commitment to proclaiming to the world Christ "our peace" (Eph 2: 14). 
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 29 May 2005

Work

It is also necessary to witness in contemporary society to the "Gospel of work", of which John Paul II spoke in his Encyclical Laborem Exercens. I hope that work will be available, especially for young people, and that working conditions may be ever more respectful of the dignity of the human person.
REGINA CÆLI, 1 May 2005

The young 

I am thinking in particular of the young. I offer my affectionate embrace to them, the privileged partners in dialogue with Pope John Paul II, hoping, please God, to meet them in Cologne on the occasion of the upcoming World Youth Day. I will continue our dialogue, dear young people, the future and hope of the Church and of humanity, listening to your expectations in the desire to help you encounter in ever greater depth the living Christ, eternally young. (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).   

Gratitude 

The intense emotions that I felt on the occasion of the death of my Venerable Predecessor John Paul II and then during the Conclave, and especially at its conclusion, amount to a deep need for silence and two complementary sentiments: a profound, heartfelt desire to give thanks and a feeling of human powerlessness as I face the lofty task that awaits me. (ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS, 22 April 2005).  

“...mixed feelings fill my heart during these days when I am beginning my Petrine Ministry: amazement and gratitude to God who first of all surprised me by calling me to succeed the Apostle Peter; inner apprehension at the immensity of the task and the responsibility which have been entrusted to me." (GENERAL AUDIENCE, Wednesday, 27 April 2005).  

Blessed Virgin Mary
" I call on the motherly intercession of Mary Most Holy, in whose hands I place the present and future of the Church and of myself." (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).  

Mission  

" We must be enlivened by a holy restlessness: a restlessness to bring to everyone the gift of faith, of friendship with Christ " (HOMILY OF HIS EMINENCE CARD. JOSEPH RATZINGER DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS, Monday 18 April 2005).  

" The Church as a whole and all her Pastors, like Christ, must set out to lead people out of the desert, towards the place of life, towards friendship with the Son of God, towards the One who gives us life, and life in abundance" (HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Sunday, 24 April 2005).  

The Holy Spirit, therefore, is the power through which Christ causes us to experience his closeness. But the first reading also has something else to say: you will be my witnesses. The Risen Christ needs witnesses who have met him, people who have known him intimately through the power of the Holy Spirit; those who have, so to speak, actually touched him, can witness to him. 

It is in this way that the Church, the family of Christ, "beginning at Jerusa-lem"..., as the Reading says, spread to the very ends of the earth. It is through witnesses that the Church was built - starting with Peter and Paul and the Twelve, to the point of including all who, filled with Christ, have rekindled down the centuries and will rekindle the flame of faith in a way that is ever new. All Christians in their own way can and must be witnesses of the Risen Lord. 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 7 May 2005
Work ceaselessly so that the Gospel may penetrate more deeply into the heart and existence of believers, inviting the faithful to undertake their individual responsibilities in society conscientiously, especially in the economic and political fields, with a moral sense that is nourished by the Gospel and the Church's social teaching. 

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE MEMBERS OF THE BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF RWANDA ON THEIR "AD LIMINA" VISIT, Saturday, 21 May 2005
Humility

Cari fratelli e sorelle, dopo il grande Papa Giovanni Paolo II, i signori cardinali hanno eletto me, un semplice e umile lavoratore nella vigna del Signore. (Benedizione Apostolica "Urbi et Orbi", 19 aprile 2005).  
" At this time, side by side in my heart I feel two contrasting emotions. On the one hand, a sense of inadequacy and human apprehension as I face the responsibility for the universal Church, entrusted to me yesterday as Successor of the Apostle Peter in this See of Rome.” …
" Although the weight of responsibility laid on my own poor shoulders is enormous, there is no doubt that the divine power on which I can count is boundless… Your Eminences, with heartfelt gratitude for the trust you have shown me, I ask you to support me with your prayers and with your constant, active and wise collaboration." (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).  

"Pray for me, that I may learn to love his flock more and more – in other words, you, the holy Church, each one of you and all of you together. Pray for me, that I may not flee for fear of the wolves. Let us pray for one another, that the Lord will carry us and that we will learn to carry one another. ". (HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Sunday, 24 April 2005).  

Peace

Thus, you will understand that I am particularly sensitive to dialogue between all human beings in order to overcome every kind of conflict and tension and to make our earth an earth of peace and brotherhood. 

All together, by combining their efforts, Christian communities, national Leaders, Diplomats and all people of good will are called to achieve a peaceful society, to overcome the temptation of confrontation between cultures, races and worlds that are different. 

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS ACCREDITED TO THE HOLY SEE, Thursday, 12 May 2005
Poor People

In the faces of the bereaved and dispossessed, we cannot fail to recognize the suffering face of Christ, and indeed it is he whom we serve when we show our love and compassion to those in need (cf. Mt 25:40).

The Christian community has a particular obligation to care for those children who have lost their parents as a result of the natural disaster. To these most vulnerable members of society the Kingdom of heaven belongs (cf. Mt 19:14), yet so often they are simply forgotten or shamelessly exploited as soldiers, labourers, or innocent victims in the trafficking of human beings. No effort should be spared to urge civil authorities and the international community to fight these abuses and to offer young children the legal protection they justly deserve.

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE BISHOPS OF SRI LANKA ON THEIR "AD LIMINA APOSTOLORUM" VISIT, Saturday, 7 May 2005

Unity  

"In carrying out his ministry, the new Pope knows that his task is to make Christ's light shine out before the men and women of today:  not his own light, but Christ's. …Aware of this I address everyone, including the followers of other religions or those who are simply seeking an answer to the fundamental questions of life and have not yet found it. I address all with simplicity and affection, to assure them that the Church wants to continue to weave an open and sincere dialogue with them, in the search for the true good of the human being and of society".  (FIRST MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI AT THE END OF THE EUCHARISTIC CONCELEBRATION WITH THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS IN THE SISTINE CHAPEL).   

“At the beginning of my Pontificate, I address to you and to all believers of the religious traditions that you represent, as well as to all who seek the Truth with a sincere heart, a pressing invitation together to become artisans of peace, in a reciprocal commitment to understanding, respect and love". (ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE DELEGATES OF OTHER CHURCHES AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES AND OF OTHER RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS).  

The path to the full communion desired by Jesus for his disciples entails, with true docility to what the Spirit says to the Churches, courage, gentleness, firmness and hope, in order to reach our goal. (ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE DELEGATES OF OTHER CHURCHES AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES AND OF OTHER RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS).  

“I assure you that the Church wants to continue building bridges of friendship with the followers of all religions, in order to seek the true good of every person and of society as a whole. ". (ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE DELEGATES OF OTHER CHURCHES AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES AND OF OTHER RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS).  
The Eucharist, let us repeat, is the sacrament of unity. Unfortunately, however, Christians are divided, precisely in the sacrament of unity. Sustained by the Eucharist, we must feel all the more roused to striving with all our strength for that full unity which Christ ardently desired in the Upper Room. 

Precisely here in Bari, fortunate Bari, a city that preserves the bones of St Nicholas, a land of encounter and dialogue with our Christian brethren of the East, I would like to reaffirm my desire to assume as a fundamental commitment working with all my might for the re-establishment of the full and visible unity of all Christ's followers. 

I am aware that expressions of good will do not suffice for this. We need concrete acts that penetrate souls and shake consciences, prompting each one to that inner conversion that is the necessary condition for any progress on the path of ecumenism. 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, Sunday, 29 May 2005
Vocation

It is gratifying to know that your country is already blessed with a good number of priestly vocations, and I pray that many more young people will recognize and respond to God’s call to give themselves completely for the sake of the Kingdom.

ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI TO THE BISHOPS OF SRI LANKA ON THEIR "AD LIMINA APOSTOLORUM" VISIT, Saturday, 7 May 2005

With priestly ordination you are inserted into the Apostolic mission. The Holy Spirit is wind, but it is not amorphous; it is an orderly Spirit. It becomes manifest precisely when it orders the mission, in the Sacrament of the Priesthood, in which the ministry of the Apostles is continued. 

Through this ministry, you are inserted in the multitude of those who, beginning with Pentecost, have received the apostolic mission. You are inserted into the communion of priests, into communion with the Bishop and with the Successor of St Peter, who here in Rome is also your Bishop. All of us are inserted in the network of obedience to the Word of Christ, to the word of the One who gives us true freedom because he leads us in the free spaces and open horizons of the truth. 

It is precisely in this common bond with the Lord that we can and must live the dynamism of the Spirit. As the Lord came from the Father and has given us light, life and love, so too the mission must continually set us in motion, make us restless, to bring the joy of Christ to those who suffer, those who are in doubt, as well as to the reluctant. 

Lastly, there is the power of forgiveness. The Sacrament of Penance is one of the Church's precious treasures, since authentic world renewal is accomplished only through forgiveness. Nothing can improve the world if evil is not overcome.
HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 15 May 2005

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES
Life 

EUROPE/SPAIN - "The approval of the bill to legalise homosexual marriage is an attack on the family. They are promoting disorder social with serious consequences" the Rector of Marcia University told Fides

" The approval of the bill to legalise homosexual marriage is an attack on the family " Rev. José Luis Mendoza Pérez, Rector of Murcia Catholic University told Fides. Rev. Mendoza Pérez is also a consultor of the Pontifical Council for the Family. "Marriage between homosexuals is immoral and contrary to natural law. It is an authentic abomination in the eyes of God". The University Rector is convinced that the decision will harm society, innocent children in particular since the child needs the figure of a mother and a father for adequate and balanced growth. 

“They are promoting social disorder with serious consequences for the whole of society - said Rev. José Luis - All this is creating great confusion and disorientation. This is an attack on society of which the family is the fundamental nucleus" .

“This socialist government instead of promoting social order and peace is causing moral disorder in Spanish society with serious consequences for all - Rev. José Luis Mendoza told Fides-. The government’s behaviour is scandalous, shameful and irrational as well as immoral. Instead of promoting justice and law they are promoting injustice". Through the media “there is an attempt to make people think this is good, it is accepted by most people, which is totally untrue". 

The Rector says this situation is the result of moral relativism, loss of moral conscience, reigning secularism, the exclusion of God from society, dangers identified two years ago by the new Pope Benedict XVI when he attended an International Congress at the University. Therefore Rev. José Luis concluded, "as Christians we are called to live the Gospel with consistency and courage and always defend the truth". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2005)

EUROPE/SPAIN - “The union of people of the same sex cannot be called marriage. They are acting outside all coherence and common sense" the Dean of the Alfonso VIII International University in Soria told Fides 

“The law recently approved by parliament is another act of imprudence on the part of the Spanish government” D. Carlos de la Casa, Dean of the Alfonso VIII International University in Sorìa, Spain, and territorial delegate of the Castilla-León Junta told Fides. “This is totally incoherent. People of the same sex cannot marry, their union cannot be called marriage. This is total incoherence and lack of common sense. We can clearly say: the government is acting without shame, in a manner which is unjust and arbitrary. The right of adoption on the part of these couplet of the same sex is complete incoherence and aberration. It goes against nature” D. Carlos de la Casa told Fides.

D. Carlos de la Casa said Spain’s socialist government is showing that all it wants is to remain in power, to govern at any price, and so anything goes. “For them the concept of family and marriage does not exist. They are undermining the natural state of the country and the anthropological concept of marriage valid for believers and non believers”. All this will have grave consequences, said de la Casa “because this is only the beginning; gradually they will allow everything and the consequences will be unpredictable". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2005)

EUROPE/SPAIN - “Human life is sacred because from the start it involves the creative hand of God and is always a special relationship with the Creator, its only end”: Spanish Bishops’ statement
"Human life a precious gift of God" is the title of a document issued by the sub-commission for the Family and Life of the Spanish Bishops’ Conference on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” (25 March 1995, John Paul II). The document has 8 chapters: Proclamation of the Gospel of Life; Value of Human Life, fundamental continuity; at the service of life; the family, sanctuary of life,; education affective-sexual; for a culture of the family and of life. The document ends with a prayer to Immaculate Mary Maria for life. 

In the document the Bishops say “every culture recognises the value and dignity of human life, which are recognised also by the Universal Declaration as the foundation of co-existence. This foundation is confirmed by the revelation of the Gospel: “because from the start it involves the creative hand of God and is always a special relationship with the Creator, its only end”. Therefore God is the only Lord of life and no one can claim the right to kill. The Bishops say “from the moment of conception there is human life and therefore personal dignity” and so “the human person must be respected and treated as a person from the moment of conception” (cfr EV 60). 

Scientific progress “is a powerful means which must be used at the service of the person taking into account moral principles”: the aim of progress is the life and dignity of the person. The Bishops underline the importance of the family as a sanctuary where the person is “worthily conceived”, “welcomed with joy” and “celebrated in daily life”: the family is “where children learn the significance of sexuality at the service of love and life”. 

Lastly the Bishops launch an appeal to scientists, health care workers, Catholic media operators and all Catholic professionals, and associations and all Christian families to work to protect the family and denounce all attacks on the integrity and life of its members and proclaim with courage the sacred value of human life. The document ends with a prayer to Immaculate Mary to whom the Bishops entrust the cause of life and families . (RG) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2005)  

Dictatorship of relativism
AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Colombia welcomes new Pope with great joy: “he will guarantee growth in the faith in the world battered by so many ideologies.” 

Colombians have welcomed with great joy the election of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger as Vicar of Christ on earth, certain that Benedict XVI will follow along the path traced by Pope John Paul II. “All the numerous people interviewed by the local media see the new Supreme Pontiff Benedict 16th as a guarantee for growth in the faith in this world battered by so many ideologies” Fr. Hector Valencia López, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Colombia told Fides. (R.Z) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)  

Mission

AMERICA/VENEZUELA - “We must let ourselves be guided by the legacy of Pope John Paul II, pilgrim of peace and mission” says national director of Pontifical Mission Societies at 31stAnnual Missions Meeting

Amidst grief for the death of John Paul II and hope for the new Pope the 31st national annual meeting for mission was held in Caracas, Venezuela , 6 to 8 April attended by about 30 people: delegates from mission departments from 15 archdioceses, dioceses and apostolic vicariates; diocesan mission delegates; representatives of Holy Childhood and Youth Mission in various dioceses. The Meeting opened with a requiem Mass for John Paul II. In hishomily Fr José Rafael Romero Linares, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Venezuela, said deeply touched “whenever we were near to the Pope we realised that everything about him spoke of holiness”. He urged those present to let themselves be guided by the legacy of the late Pope, a missionary and a pilgrim of peace.

On the first day the participants reflected on the message of CAM 2 and preparations for CAM 3. There emerged the urgent need to promote deeper missionary awareness and find ways to improve missionary animation. On the second day of the meeting guided by Fr Bernardo Favaretto the participants reflected on the conversion of St Paul, great apostle of the nations, and how the first Christian communities were born, the first difficulties encountered in the mission to spread the Gospel among all peoples. Workshops allowed the participants to look at situations today from the point of view of the desire to evangelise.

The third day was devoted to the presentation for reports by the National PMS secretaries on the work of the past year. The National Mission Council, the local Church’s body for missionary activity announced it is planning the 4th Meeting of Indigenous Peoples and Missionaries to improve the process of evangelisation among these peoples in Venezuela. (R.Z.) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)
Unity

ASIA/HOLY LAND - “Our hope is already a certainty: this Pope will build bridges and a be prophet of peace for the Holy Land” Franciscan Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Holy Land Custodian told Fides 

“It is no longer a hope, it is a certainty: Pope Benedict XVI will be a builder of bridges and prophet of peace for the Holy Land” Franciscan Father di Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Holy Land Custodian told Fides. “All of a sudden the bells of all the different Christian churches, Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox rang in sign of jubilation”, the priest told Fides. “I was not in the house and when I heard the bells I realised something special had happened, the new Pope had been elected. We are very happy, the entire Christian community here is rejoicing. There is however some apprehension in Jewish circles. Some media operators asked me if a German Pope might change the Holy See’s attitude to Israel. I dispelled their fears: Pope Ratzinger will work in continuity with his predecessor, he too will be a builder of peace. For my part I am certain Benedict 16th will continue to show concern and closeness on behalf of the Church and the Holy See towards the Holy Land. I know he will speak words of peace and build bridges of reconciliation”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)

AFRICA/EGYPT - “Keen awareness of our own Christian identity is fundamental for interreligious dialogue” says expert is Islamic studies with regard to the election of Benedict XVI 

“It is early yet to hear reactions from the Muslim world to the election of Benedict XVI” Comboni missionary Fr. Luciano Verdesca expert on Islam stationed in Cairo told Fides. “As a Catholic and a scholar in Islam I greatly appreciated the document Dominus Jesus prepared by this new Pope when he was Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, because dialogue with other religions is only possible when we have a keen awareness of our own Christian identity” the missionary said. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)

QUAESTIONES
VATICAN - “Same sex ‘marriage’ is another step towards the total destruction of the institution of the family, the most valuable heritage of all peoples and all humanity”: Fides interviewed Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family
Vatican City (Fides Service) - In view of the serious situation in Spain where the family is under systematic attack with a serious of measures imposed by the government to change the Spanish Code of Civil Code to allow people of the same sex to ‘marry’ and adopt children, accelerate and facilitate separation and divorce, allow free distribution of ‘day-after’ pills at health centres, Fides spoke with Cardinal Alfonso López Trujillo, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family.Your Eminence what is your opinion on the new law being discussed in Spain with regard to “marriage of people of the same sex” and measures to accelerate separation and divorce? 

I have spoken recently of the serious threats to the family and life in certain countries due to a wrong interpretation of what represents a parliamentary majority and laws which can be passed. Ancient and venerable traditions tell us that unjust laws are called iniquitous because they lack the equity of justice. 

St Thomas says “lex injusta non obligat” which means that a law which is not good for the individual and for society and are imposed from outside, they can ruin the structure of the natural institution of the family which is central to society and the Church. We should recall the Letter to Dionisius which says that Christians are like other citizens in what they eat and how they dress, but they share everything, except one thing, the nuptial bed. This means that the nuptial bed is a place of conjugal, faithful and exclusive love until death. It is the place where life is welcomed and children are generated. It expresses the character and significance of marriage as described in the encyclical Encyclical Humanae Vitae (Paul VI 1968): union and procreation.

So the fact that some parliaments, as in the case of Spain, open the way for same sex ‘marriage’, represents a step towards other problems which aggravate the situation and in this way destroy piece by piece the institution of the family the most valuable heritage of peoples and humanity. The Letter to Dionisius also says that Christians do not harm their children, they respect life and are against abortion. 

For the Church these two principles are central, they are essential, desired by God, a holy plan from the moment of creation, as we read in the Gospel of Matthew (chapter 19). This is not our invention it is part of the holy plan of the Creator who desires the good of humanity. Some say: “in what are we doing wrong ?” Precisely in those things which are so important for the Church and for which it has suffered at various times in history. Today the problem is serious and gradually we have reached the legalisation of illegal unions, a juridical pretence. In these unions there are no promises for the partners or for the children, no stability, nothing before society or God, but they demand all the benefits of authentic marriage. 
A similar union offers nothing. It has been presented as progress when in fact it is moral retrocession. The problem has become worse because these couples present themselves as an alternative to marriage. But since the very beginning of humanity and cultures and peoples, marriage has always and only been a union of love and life between a man and a woman. History confirms this and anthropologists agree that similar unions have never been recognised. 

In your opinion what causes this move to overturn the understanding of marriage?

To accept same sex ‘marriage’ they have had to falsify the very definition of marriage. And this is the first time that a country does something like this. They have changed the definition so it can be used to describe the union of any two people without specifying whether they are of different sex or same sex. They would have us believe that this is a right rather than a threat for the family. But could any person with basic knowledge of anthropology, the history of human culture or juridical thought could affirm this? If we take a dictionary in any language up to five years ago marriage was defined as a union of a man and a woman. Therefore this is something which goes against common sense, against the principles of law. Many are surprised at the Church’s position, they fail to realise that the concept of marriage is the common patrimony of humanity. In Spain for example Muslims and Jews and other religious groups are staging public protests because authentic marriages is a legacy of humanity and religion. 

Before God and in fidelity to my mission I must be faithful to this principle: marriage comes from God. It is the Creator’s natural institution to protect authentic love, to protect children, to protect the spouses. Otherwise spouses will feel they can trust no one, because this is like instituting infidelity, indeed it is the supreme institution of supreme infidelity of a type of union which cannot stand before God or society. 

To reach this situation the way had been prepared for some time with the so-called ‘gender theory’ according to which: sex is not part of human nature, it is neither intrinsic nor constitutive even if the genetic code proves that it is. They say this does not count because the person can choose and cultures are not permanent, they change. This theory helped prepare the way to allow same sex ‘marriage’. 

What do you say about allowing same sex couples to adopt children? How could this affect the children?

This would destroy the child’s future, it would be an act of moral violence against the child. The United Nations Convention dated 1998 says that the greatest principle is the good of the child, the rights of the child. This is a central principle in the constitutions of the many countries which signed the Convention. This Convention was approved by the Convention of The Hague. I had the honour and responsibility two years ago of leading the Holy See delegation to the United Nations where I spoke about the sacred right of every child to have a real family in which to be loved, to grow and develop harmoniously. And not one person objected. Now I am criticised for my work which is something the Church has always preached to the whole world. It has been preached by John Paul II, the then Cardinal today our beloved Pope Ratzinger, the Bishops Conferences. It is not a personal opinion it is my duty because I my mission is to promote and protect the family. 

They say that children adopted by two people of the same sex are very happy. A child may be for a couple of years but when the child reaches the age of reason, when he grows up and becomes young adult, how tragic it will be for him to let his friends know that his ‘parents’ are two women or two men? This situation endangers the child’s personality, balance, harmony. Our experts all over the world say unanimously that this is an act of violence against children because children naturally imitate the nearest model, the parents and when they are of the same sex what will the child assimilate? This reality is presented as sound, mature, possible. And this is totally false. 

As I have said many times, homosexual peoples must be respected, loved and assisted. We must help them overcome this situation if they seriously want to and help them realise that there is not only life on earth, there is another life. The Church does not wish to see these “couples” suffer discrimination, or humiliation, jeered at or treated without respect. They are human persons and we must love them. It is false to say that the Church does not love these people. She loves them and wants to lead them to eternal salvation. 

How can a Catholic protest against this type of law?

Paragraphs 69, 73, 74 of Evangelium Vitae speak of objection of conscience. This means a person can use his or her right to object out of conscience and refuse to comply with this crime which represents the destruction of the world. Conscientious objection has always been respect in the laws and constitutions of all nations and the State is bound to respect it without threats. A believer has the right to refuse to “burn incense” in front of a false god just at the first Christians refused to burn incense in front of the emperor. If Christians are obliged to act against their conscience then history would repeat itself. As Pope John Paul II reminded us so often it is necessary to obey God rather than men. 

All Christians, including state employees, have a duty to avail themselves of conscientious objection because the law of which we are speaking inflicts a deep moral wound on the Christian faith. Moreover the question involves the entire world, and is creating a universal scandal for all religions and all cultures. It calls for a world response. Conscientious objection was not invented by the Church: the Christian must object and make his or her faith respected like doctors who refuse to carry out abortions. Conscientious objection is used not only to protest against abortion or same sex ‘marriage’ it is used against all bad laws. And this law is particularly evil and bad and therefore provokes conscientious objection.

The principle was affirmed by Pope John Paul II on 29 January 2002, when he addressed the Roman Rota with regard to divorce. A citizen is always allowed to have recourse to conscientious objection unless the state is totalitarian. It would be pure totalitarianism if a person were sacked for conscientious objection. Democracy always respects personal freedom and to overlook this principle would be very dangerous and very grave. How can a state which fails to respect the individual and de-humanises the human person look towards a future worthy of humanity? (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/5/2005)
VATICAN - Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The Congregation of the Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary was born in response to a missionary need to Christianise the forest peoples in Peru. In 1900 the Holy See created the Prefecture apostolic of Santo Domingo de Urubamba y Madre de Dios (today the Vicariate apostolic of Puerto Maldonado), entrusting it to the Dominican Fathers. In view of evangelisation in this vast territory in 1913 it was made a Vicariate Apostolic and the apostolic Vicar Bishop Ramon Zubieta O.P., felt it would be good to have some Dominican Sisters to help with the work. On a visit to Spain he contacted the Dominican Sisters at the Santa Rosa Convent in Huesca who accepted to co-operate in the mission.
On 30 December 1913 a small missionary expedition landed in Peru. With the Vicar Apostolic and a few Dominican priests there was also a group of Dominicans nuns led by Mother Ascension Nicol. After a first period in Lima they started making expeditions to the forest and although people in Lima wanted the sisters to help to educate the youth of the capital. This first group of sisters was followed by others who began their work of evangelising the poor. 
From this seed a new religious congregation was born, independent of the communities from which the sisters came. The founders were Mons. Ramon Zubieta and Mother Ascension Nicol. On 5 October 1918 in Lima the Congregation of the Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary was founded and Mother Ascension was appointed Superior general. The aim of the congregation was to “evangelise the poor in missionary situations where the Church is most in need”. 
After only three years in 1921, Bishop Zubieta died and mother. Ascension had to take over the management of the fledgling institution which grew with new foundations. In the same year that Mother Ascension died, 1940, Pius XII approved the Constitutions of the Congregation. In this new lap of its life the institute grew and spread to other countries and continents and the foundations multiplied, vocations flourished including many local girls. The sisters’ missionary work embraced new fields and extended to health pastoral. 
Today the Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary are involved in various tasks according to where they live and work: always attentive to the cries of the weakest people, women in particular, and victims of injustice and exclusion, to defend life in all its forms, to promote justice and peace amn environment protection, in the field of education, health pastoral and social promotion. 
The Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary are 785 of 24 nationalities present in 21 countries with 144 communities: Africa (Angola, Cameroon, Mozambique, Democratic Congo); Asia (China, Philippines, India, Taiwan, East Timor), America (Bolivia, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Porto Rico, Dominican Republic), Europe (Spain, Portugal) and Australia. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2005)

VATICAN - Beatifications - Mother Ascención Nicol: “Evangelise the poor in missionary situations where the Church is most in need” Mother Maria Auxiliadora Hernández Martínez Superior General delle Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary interviewed by Fides

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The co-founder of the Dominican Missionaries of the Rosary Mother Ascención Nicol (1868-1940) will be beatified in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome on Saturday May 14. For the occasion Fides spoke with present Superior general of the congregation Mother Maria Auxiliadora Hernández Martínez. Today the congregation has 785 missionaries working in 21 nations all over the world.
Who are the Dominican Sisters of the Rosary? 
Following in the footsteps of our founder Mother Ascención Nicol we strive to be women who respond to God’s call with total trust and confidence in Him. Women able to contemplate God in history and therefore open to welcome is manifestations every day. Women of profound community spirituality, simple, humble, able to create fraternity and make love of neighbour the centre of their life. Women with a strong missionary spirit able to welcome and respect different cultures of the sisters and nations with which we share life and mission. Women who love life in all its forms and spread joy, enthusiasm and hope. Women who share the suffering of others and are moved to show solidarity with a mother’s heart. Women who opt for the poor and the excluded and are committed to proclaiming to them the Good News of the Kingdom working with them and for them to achieve a more worthy life. Women critical and coherent with an attitude of continual sincere conversion. Women who believe in people as the active protagonist of their own liberation and therefore accompany them on the path to the new heavens and new earth. Women able to respond to missionary challenges at the side of the poor, even to risking our life. 
The Congregation was born to evangelise the forest peoples in Peru. How has your work among these people developed in time? 
In our missionary work among these people we work with the Dominican Missionaries in Apostolic Vicariate of Puerto Maldonado. The missionary identity of our Institute has always favoured a simple insertion of the sisters among the people. We work mainly for the promotion of women in their reality and with respect for their traditions. Our missionary commitment developed in the areas of health pastoral and education. Today we still visit communities on the banks of the great rivers of this Amazon region where we promote programmes of formation and strive to integrate the journey of faith with human growth in all areas. We also collaborate in Justice and Peace Commissions and human rights activists including the Difensoria of the People. 
What are the main fields of action for your missionary work today?
This is a permanent theme of reflection for our recent General Chapters because we feel the need to recreate our original Charisma at every moment in history in which we live. We are committed to work for concrete existential inculturation among the poorest of people in the south of the world excluded from decisions regarding their life and destiny. In the face of disrespect for the life and dignity of the poor, the violation of their rights, vexation of women and the racism which exists in our country we work to defend life, justice and peace and human rights, those of women in particular. We are involved in evangelisation which offers a significant contribution towards the building up of the universal Church which gathers and integrates all the riches and varieties of the human expressions God has showered on the world. 
In these 92 years of missionary activity what have been the principal difficulties encountered by your Congregation in its mission on all five continents? 
The difficulties encountered were those encountered by the local Churches in which we are inserted. One most gratifying fact is to see our sisters remain with the people even under the most dangerous and insecure conditions. In 1964 four of our sisters in Congo who decided not to leave sick people who needed their care were eventually martyred. Recently on the island of Basilan in the Philippines some sisters were miraculously freed after being kidnapped. In East Timor the Sisters’ house was burned with others in the district where they lived. Shortly before in India, many Muslims came to our house to ask the sisters help to deal with an action provoked by religious fundamentalism. In Africa, in Angola, the sisters remained with the people all through the civil war, as they did in Mozambique and now in Congo, where they live amidst great insecurity and uncertainty. The life witness of these small communities of sisters who share their life and faith with the people with simplicity, generosity and joyful self-giving is a seed sown in the good earth of simple hearts and it bears fruits of solidarity, equality and justice . (R.Z.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2005)

VATICAN - Beatification - Sr Marianne Cope, for 35 years mother to lepers on the Pacific island of Molokai. Interview with beatification postulator Sr Mary Laurence Hanley

Vatican City (Fides) - An American nun who worked with Blessed Damien the apostle of the lepers in Molokai, Hawaii, will be beatified in Rome tomorrow. Mother Marianne Cope (1838-1918) of the Sisters of the Third Franciscan Order, United States will be beatified in St Peter’s Basilica at 5pm on Saturday 14 May together with Mother Ascención Nicol, co-founder of the Missionary Dominicans of the Rosary.
“Mother Marianne's beatification is seen as a great blessing for our sisters and for our Community as a whole - Sr Mary Laurence Hanley beatification postulator told Fides -. As this great event comes so soon after the union of three Congregations into one as the Sisters of St. Francis, we also see this as a blessing on what we have done. Our religious community throughout the years has received dozens of religious vocations because of our Molokai mission. This work is almost over because there are only about 30 patients or so at the colony. We feel that we now have other faraway places with desperate need that would appeal to the generous heart who wishes to serve God and neighbour in a direct way”. 
Born in New York in 1838 to a family of German immigrants, for some years Barbara Cope worked in a factory to help support the large family before entering the Congregation of the Sisters of the Third Franciscan Order founded in 1860 in Syracuse United States taking the name of Marianne. At first she cared for the sick at Syracuse hospital and then held various charges in the congregation. In 1883 she was sent to Honolulu in Hawaii to organise assistance to lepers. Ten years earlier on 10 May 1873 Belgian Fr Damien de Veuster landed on the island of Molokai where people with infectious diseases were isolated from the rest of the community. Fr Damien, known and loved as the apostle of lepers, was a member of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts, or Picpus Fathers He was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 4 June 1995. In 1888 Sr Marianne reached the place where Fr Damien was working in when the latter died in 1889, she continued his mission to assist and rehabilitate lepers until she died in 1918. 
“Mother Marianne modelled the Gospel mandate - "Love your neighbour and yourself" - Sr Mary Laurence Hanley continued - She left a heritage of excellence in education and in healthcare, particularly that of caring for those who are suffering and who are feared or isolated because of their disease. Mother Marianne Cope centered her life on God and the desire to do His most holy will. She had a deep reverence for all God's people. She was a compassionate caregiver, an innovator, a kind yet strong administrator and maintained her cheerfulness in the most difficult situations. Mother Marianne's life is one that motivates one to love God more and to serve Him better.
The Sisters of St. Francis follow the Gospel, in the manner given to us by Saints Francis and Clare. As women of vision, they seek to live in right relationship with God, one another and all creation. They are particularly focused on the care of the poor. “We have 450 sisters, present in North America, South America(Peru), Africa (Timau) and in the state of Hawaii - Sr Mary Laurence Hanley explained - We minister in education (nursery, day care and preschool through the University level), Religious Education, health care, social services, clinic for the uninsured, food pantry, pastoral care in hospitals and home care, parish work, Homeless Shelter, Long Term Care and Adult Care Facility, Refugee Shelter, pastoral counselling services, counselling of youth and adults, retreat work, Adult Day Care, Home for the dying. Some of our Sisters are involved in pastoral work and organising retreats for young people and adults.” (R.G.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2005)

VATICAN - Beatification of Marianne Cope and Ascensión Nicol Goñi: “Our two Blessed opened their lives to the Spirit of God letting themselves be led by him to serve the Church, the poor, the sick and youth”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - In the afternoon of Saturday 14 May Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, presided Mass at the Altar of the Chair in the apse of St Peter’s and, on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI, read out the Apostolic letter with which the Supreme Pontiff inscribed Ascensión Nicol Goñi (1868-1940) and Marianne Cope (1838-1918) in the register of the Blessed Servants of God.
“The Apostles experienced the Holy Spirit and became witnesses of Christ who died and is Risen, missionaries on the paths of the world- the Cardinal said in his homily referring to the solemnity of Pentecost -. The same experience is repeated in all who welcome Christ and open to God and to humanity … Our two Blessed opened their lives to the Spirit of God letting themselves be led by him to serve the Church, the poor, the sick and youth .” 
The life of Blessed Marianne Cope “is a marvellous work of divine grace” the Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints continued. After spending twenty years in the Congregation of the Sisters of the Third Order of St Francis of Syracuse, having become a woman of great experience and spiritual maturity, “she heard the voice of Christ in a call from the Bishop of Honolulu who was looking for women religious to care for people with leprosy on the island of Molokai”. Marianne did not hesitate, she left everything and entrusted herself to God’s will. For thirty five years she loved the sick more than herself: “she put herself at their service, she educated them, she guided them with wisdom, love and firmness. Like the good Samaritan she was a mother to them”. 
Blessed Ascensión Nicol Goñi “was one of the great missionaries of the last century” said Cardinal Saraiva Martins. “With youthful enthusiasm and complete trust in Providence, she left her homeland and dedicated herself to the task of evangelisation, extending her zeal to the entire world, beginning with the American continent. Her generous, far-reaching and effective work left a profound impression in the missionary history of the Church.”. Her missionary life was studded with sacrifice, renunciation and apostolic fruits. She undertook various missionary journeys in Peru and in Europe, reaching even China. Intrepid and tireless, rooted in love of Christ, “she exercised towards everyone her charisma of spiritual motherhood”. 
Cardinal Saraiva Martins closed his homily saying: “Our two Blessed carried in the world the fruits and the signs of the presence of the Holy Spirit, they spoke the language of truth and love, the only tongue which can break down barriers of culture and race and rebuild the unity of the human family, dispersed by pride, thirst for power, rejection of the God’s sovereignty … When he initiated his ministry as Successor of Peter, Pope Benedict XVI said “it is not power which redeems but love! This is the sign of God: He is love… God, who became the lamb, tells us that the world is saved by the Crucified One not by those who crucify”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2005)

VATICAN - Catholic Church’s Message to the Buddhists of the world on occasion of the Feast of Vesakh 2005: “where Buddhists and Catholics live together may they use the moment to consolidate the good relations which already exist between them”

Vatican City (Fides Service) - Archbishop Michael Louis Fitzgerald, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, on the occasion of the Feast of Vesakh 2005, has sent on behalf of the Catholic Church the traditional Message of good wishes to the Buddhists of the world: “May this feast bring joy to you as individuals, as families and as communities. I am certain that in many places where Buddhists and Catholics live together they will use the moment to consolidate the good relations which already exist between them.”
This year the Catholic Church celebrates the Fortieth Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council's Declaration on the relationship of the Church to other religions, Nostra Aetate, “Mentioning Buddhism and many other religions, it states that “the Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these religions” (NA 2). Accordingly, Buddhists and Catholics are able to meet together, in a spirit of openness, sincerity and mutual respect, engaging in many different forms of dialogue”.
In countries where Buddhists and Christians live and work side by side, “the resulting ‘dialogue of life’ allows them, while witnessing to their own beliefs, to deepen their understanding of one another, to foster goodwill and to promote a spirit of neighbourliness. In fact, a particular bond has developed between many Buddhist and Catholic monks and nuns. They have welcomed one another into their respective monasteries and convents joining together in silence, meditation and reflection. Some communities have been able to cooperate in the social field and, in a world marked by violence, are working together in the cause of peace” said the president of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue.
The Archbishop recalled that the terrible December 26 tsunami disaster “elicited an outpouring of prayers, expressions of compassion and acts of generosity on a scale the world has rarely witnessed “Buddhists and Christians have worked together hand in hand to help the victims; religious organisations have co-operated by bringing immediate relief and assessing future needs. The long-term requirements of reconstruction call, however, for a continuation of these inter-religious expressions of solidarity.” He underlined that there are “many other situations which require co-operation among people of good will” and concluded by assuring families whose dear were lost tragedy will not be forgotten “they will be remembered in our prayers”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/5/2005)

VATICAN - Political commitment as a demanding way of living Christian commitment at the service of others: Cardinal Martino at a Seminar of the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church

Vatican City (Fides Service) - “Lack of attention for its ethical dimension leads inevitably to the de-humanisation of life and institutions which transforms social and political life into a jungle at the mercy of violence and the law of the strongest”. This was said by the President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Cardinal Renato Martino when he opened a Seminar on the ‘Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church as the indispensable foundation for formation and commitment of the lay Christian’ in the Vatican at the council’s Offices. The seminar, promoted by the International Federation of Catholic Men, focused on three themes: the difficulties and resources of the Christian called to make a decision in environments or situations involving priority ethic values such as the sacredness of life, the indissolubility of marriage; the correct use of the media; scientific research; decisive economic options for the live of citizens, the poor in particular.
In his address Cardinal Martino underlined that the aim of the Church’s Social Doctrine has always been the salvation of the human person and the edification of the human society. The field of politics for a Christian is the highest in which he can exercise attention and service of his brothers and sisters, that is, to live charity. The Christian, moved by charity and justice can never passively accept the presence and functioning of ‘structures of sin’; and even less may be support them or be responsible for them at any level. On the contrary he must openly denounce them and oppose them. Moreover the Christian may never give way to the temptation to make the exercise of power a tool of injustice and violence, in blatant contradiction with the faith he professes and with the charity which should characterise his life. The introduction by Cardinal Martino was followed by a round table discussion on “The social doctrine of the Church and paths of formation”, with interventions of various leaders of different Catholic organisations. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2005)

VATICAN - “Each year infectious diseases are responsible for the death of 17 million persons of whom 90 percent live in developing countries: Holy See delegation addresses 58th World Health Assembly

Geneva (Fides Service) - “Unfortunately, illnesses, especially infectious ones, are ever more virulent in the poorest countries that, precisely because they are poor, do not have the resources to obtain medicine that, thanks to modern technology, can easily offer some cures. In fact, each year infectious diseases are responsible for the death of 17 million persons, of whom 90 percent live in developing countries.” This was said by Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragá President of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of the Sick and health care workers who led the Holy See delegation to the 58th assembly of the World Health Organisation WHO in Geneva 16 to 25 May.
95% of AIDS patients cannot afford anti-retroviral treatment- the Cardinal said in his address -. He noted that in many poor countries the medicines to cure certain “illnesses of the poor” TB, paludism, smallpox, dengue, la leishmaniosis, certain forms of meningitis, sleeping sickness, et cannot even be found. Of 1,223 new medicines introduced in di 22 years, 1975 to 1997, only 13 were for infectious tropical diseases. Figures with regard to infantile health are very concerning: of the 211 million new human beings conceived, 46 million were killed in induced abortions, 32 million died before or at birth and only 133 million reached birth and lived.
Cardinal Lozano, in concluding remarks, said that, "as the Holy See is aware of these and similar problems, John Paul II established the 'Good Samaritan' Foundation' to help the most needy sick people in the world. The new Pope, Benedict XVI, with joy, has ratified this foundation. The initial objective of this foundation has been concretised by buying medicines for the most needy, and we have already been able to bring aid to the sick of 11 African countries, one in Asia and another in Latin America”. It should also be remembered that 26.7% of all the world’s centres for people with AIDS are run by the Catholic Church. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/5/2005)

SRI LANKA - “We are against the anti-conversion Bill because we are convinced that the best way to solve the problem is dialogue” President of Catholic Bishops of Sri Lanka tells Fides

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The anti-conversion Bill and the Church’s commitment to protecting fundamental human freedoms; devolution and federalism as solutions for decade old civil war in Sri Lanka, were the emerging topics in an interview with Archbishop Vianney Fernando of Kandy, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Sri Lanka, who kindly agreed to speak with Fides. The Archbishop is in Rome with a group of Bishops from Sri Lanka for their five yearly ad limina visit which consists of individual and collegial audiences with the Pope and prayers at tombs of St Peter and St Paul
Why does Sri Lanka want to approve the anti-conversion Bill? What lies at the root of this decision?
Over the past thirty years a proliferation of fundamentalist Christian sects in Sri Lanka has irritated the Island’s Buddhist majority. The members of these sects are militant proselytisers who totally ignore the fact that they are in a multi-religious, multicultural, multi-linguistic context. It appears that to swell their numbers these people often resort to questionable methods. This situation has given rise to growing concern particularly among the Buddhist clerics and as a result, to counter Christian fundamentalism we have seen the growth of Buddhist fundamentalism. Now some Buddhist extremists accuse all Christians in general of proselytising and using unethical means to obtain forced conversions. And since last year to give support to legislation against unethical conversions, parliament has nine Buddhist monks as especially appointed members. 
How far have they come with the proposed Bill?
The “Anti-conversion Bill” was presented to Parliament last year by a small group of MPs and it immediately aroused concern among all Christian leaders on the Island. With the help of the best lawyers we denounced the Bill as being unconstitutional and we managed to have the it brought before the Supreme Court. The Court ruled that some clauses are contrary to the Constitution and to fundamental human rights and freedoms. If those clauses are not eliminated parliament will have to reach a two thirds majority to approve the Bill because it will mean amending the Constitution. 
Now the Bill has been adopted as a government proposal with the title “Protecting religious freedom in our country”. But this text is worse and even more dangerous. If the government insists we will protest vigorously: Christianity’s vision is not only vertical it is also horizontal as we are taught by the commandment “You shall love the Lord your God with your whole heart and your neighbour as yourself”. Our duty is to obey God not man. Together with the other Christian communities in Sri Lanka we have decided to issue a statement to say that we too are against ‘unethical conversions’. We strongly condemn people who use fraudulent means or proselytise or offer money etc to convince people to change religion. Every authentic conversion of the heart is a matter between the person and God alone and the Church will always defend and promote total freedom of conscience. 
What does the local Catholic Church suggest as a solution?
It is our firm belief that these problems will be solved not with a law to restrict freedom but with dialogue and application of the existing laws. We propose the institution of an Inter-religious Council with members appointed by parliament charged with examining the matter. Our proposal is backed by the most important Buddhist Commission in Sri Lanka. Let us try this path before approving laws of this nature.
The question of conversion is one of the most sensitive for the Church today. In our country the rule is pluralism and we must not allow national harmony to be destroyed. Under three colonial powers, Portuguese, Dutch and British, Buddhists suffered greatly and since the Island gained its independence they have been very determined in these matters. We understand and respect their feelings. But it is necessary to build bridges with dialogue. And this law is an attack on national harmony.
The fact is that with this law the government hopes to win favour with the Buddhist majority. It is not known on what day the bill will be voted and although the President has left the question to freedom of conscience, it is highly probably that the law will be approved by parliament.
Another field in which the local Church is active is promoting national peace. What progress has been made with the peace process?
The cease fire in the civil war which has seen the army fighting Tamil separatists for over 20 years, was signed in 2002; Premier Ranil Wikremesinghe won the elections and he immediately, as promised, signed a cease fire agreement. Successive political events put another coalition in government led by the party of the President Kumaratunga, conditioned by radical Marxists contrary to a definitive solution to the conflict and against power devolution. So after six sessions of talks negotiations came to a halt. Peace was subordinated to political interests. For its part, the Church in Sri Lanka insists firmly that the two main political parties must work together to solve the crisis for the good of the country. There is only one path, and that is dialogue and a move towards a federal state.
In the meantime war fostered a culture of violence: troops and arms everywhere caused increased violence and crime, while growing poverty and hardship aggravated existing social malcontent. It is necessary to build a culture of peace, understanding and reconciliation, starting with young people and in this field Catholics, individuals and organisations, are fully committed.
Can you tells us briefly about the question of the Tamil minority?
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam was formed in the early 1980s as a reaction to the policy of the Sri Lanka government which failed to address the legitimate requests and aspirations of the Tamil minority, 13% of the population 74% Sinhalese. Attempts to settle the matter peacefully, were unsuccessful also because of mere political interests. This led to growing frustration and exasperation among the younger Tamil. I do not intend to justify the violence which brought the country to the edge of the precipice, but it must be said that an answer must be given to the requests of the Tamil. It is necessary to build reciprocal trust and credibility or all that remains for the young men is to take up arms, the easiest path. After the cease fire was signed we had three years of peace with only sporadic episodes of violence. The solution now is power devolution in a federal system suited to our multiethnic and multicultural society. 
(PA) (Agenzia Fides 06/05/2005)

PERU - There exists a sort of “international club” which aims to promote social aberrations, hedonist sex as a life style, a new sort of feminism which fails to realise that maternity is God’s most valuable gift to women and upholds homosexuality as a sexual option: Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, Archbishop of Lima interviewed by Fides

Lima (Fides Service) - In view of repeated attempts by certain Latin American governments to approve laws which attack human life and the family, Fides asked the opinion of Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima and Primate of Argentina. Cardinal Cipriani said the present situation is due to moral relativism of our day which must be countered with formation of minds and hearts from childhood to old age so that every baptised person and in particular those with influence in society may recognise and shoulder the Christian duty to protect life and truth.
Your Eminence, for some years in various parts of the world governments have sought to approve laws which attack life and the family, the nucleus of society. In your opinion what are the causes and aims of this policy?
We must go back to the beginning. We see profound, rapid, continual and at times imperceptible changes in attitudes and behaviour. Reductive ideas and concepts of the human person are launched intermittently and being new they are mistaken for the truth. In other words we see a mal-information with regard to the human person and human freedom. Rather than freedom to choose good from evil, freedom is seen as freedom to do what is evil, ever present and always easier and more attractive.
We see ideological current ranging from marxism to liberalism, collectivism to radcial individualism, agnosticism to syncretism... we are presented with a new sort of feminism which fails to recognise maternity as God’s most valuable gift to women and upholds homosexuality as a sexual option rather than the disordered inclination which it is. We see this new current in which everything is relative and nothing is definitive because the ultimate measure is always I myself and my personal whims. We are entering what the future Pope Benedict XVI called the dictatorship of relativism (cfr. Homily during Mass for the opening of the Conclave, 18 April 2005).
In this way the weight of public opinion, so often manipulated by the media, allows the presentation of situations of unquestionable immorality to be considered instead normal, undermining sensitivity to moral values and measuring ethics with statistics. If for example certain situations are accepted by the majority according to statistics, legislators aiming to govern a country will make laws which suit those whom they consider the majority of the people. The cause of all this moral relativism in our day is the finality to please people whose vote is necessary to be popular. But “the Church following Christ seeks the truth which does not always coincide with the opinion of the majority” (cfr Familiaris Consortio 5).
How does the Church in Peru intervene to protect life and the family?
Faithful to the Gospel the Church always intervenes with truth and firmness, denouncing attacks on life and the family. This can be seen in the countless statements issued by the Bishops of Peru on these matters in recent years. The prestige of the Church as ‘watchman of the Peruvian soul’ emerges also from surveys: it is the institution most highly esteemed for preaching the faith and defending the sacred right to life and it could not be otherwise. Continually and in many different activities in parishes, schools and church movements the Church in Peru strives to promote the Gospel of life and the family. We have an annual Day for Life for promoting greater awareness of Church teaching and the contents of the Evangelium Vitae encyclical. In September we have National Family Week with various activities to promote reflection on the family, the teaching of the Church and the situation of families today.
We see the family being destroyed in various parts, Spain for example by laws which intend to give a union between persons of same sex equal recognition as a marriage. What is your opinion of the situation ? 
First of all I thank God that in Peru we still have many, many families based on fidelity and in which parents welcome children and build solid families, real ‘domestic churches’. The picture is not so bleak. These married couples live according to natural law and also according to the grace received in the Sacrament of Matrimony to which they respond with generosity. They are authentic witnesses to the Gospel. 
But sad to say there exists a sort of “international club” which aims to promote social aberrations, hedonist sex as a life style and many other attitudes which are bad for the spiritual health of Christians and which are clear for all to see. There is a massive process of de-Christianisation which harms women most of all. The Church prays for women and preaches the doctrine of the sacrament of matrimony which cannot change to follow the fashions or ideological currents of today which are sad to say neo-pagan. 
It is necessary to form minds and hearts from childhood to old age so that every baptised person - but in a special way those people with influential positions in society - realises that the truth must be protected and promoted. The modern apostle must not be afraid to stand up for what is true and good, even it is means losing a job, coming under attack and at times offering one’s life. In these cases the sin of omission is as serious as the sinful deed.
How is the Church in Peru responding to this systematic attack?
The mission of the Catholic Church is to preach faith in Christ to all peoples. This permanent task is multiform: parish catechesis, religious instruction in schools, administration of the sacraments, Sunday Mass homilies, ministry of hospital chaplains, in convents, spiritual retreats… and many other useful Church events, Eucharistic Congresses, youth days, voluntary helpers assisting the sick, lay associations which are beacons of religiosity. In Lima at present we have a city mission Remar Mar adentro involving hundreds of thousands of people in parishes, schools, confraternities and Church movements with the mission to bring people to conversion, to turn their hearts towards God.
These are all channels for teaching Catholic doctrine and morals, Social Doctrine which defends the rights or workers while not forgetting their duties. Every baptised person has a missionary duty which calls for radical commitment. Hence the need for promotion of vocations to the priesthood and the religious life in quantity but more especially in quality. We pray for vocations knowing that we can rely on God’s grace and we see the serious questions in the world today as a ‘training ground’ where Christians learn to be leaven for humanity today which sees a new springtime coming. Looking with serenity at Mary, Mother of the poor we will be strengthened for this fascinating task in which the Church has a ‘moral supplement or reserve’ to offer the world of today. (RZ) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2005)

PRO PONTIFICE 

VATICAN - Message to the Holy Father Benedict XVI from the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe

Here is the official message addressed to Pope Benedict XVI by Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples . 

MOST HOLY FATHER

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" (Mk 11,9).

Interpreting the sentiments of devotion and filial affection of the missionary Church, the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples joins the festive choir of the whole Church to thank God for the election of your Holiness as Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff of the universal Church.

Wishing you a ministry both intense and fecund, we desire from this moment to assure you of the entire missionary Church Ad Gentes’ loyalty and faithful obedience to your Magisterium. Your Holiness can rely on the full and generous communion of the 1,100 ecclesiastical circumscriptions entrusted to the care of Propaganda Fide. You will have the collaboration of the Bishops of our young Churches, the prompt support of the priests, the industriousness of the missionaries, men and women religious and catechists, the filial love of the faithful and prayerful and tangible cooperation on the part of this missionary Congregation.

“Apostle by vocation, chosen to proclaim the Gospel of God” (Rom 1,1), you have been called by the Holy Spirit to guide the Church around the first bends of the third millennium, in the footsteps of our beloved and lamented Pontiff John Paul II. Aware that we have received the faith not to keep it for ourselves but to give it to those who have yet to hear the message of truth and grace of Our Lord Jesus, we ask you to lead us along the paths of the world to proclaim with deeds and words the Good News of salvation, remembering what St Paul the apostle said to the disciple Timothy: “I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power: proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.” [2 Tim 4,1-2].

Aware of these times of anxiety and moral relativism we beg you Holy Father to help us to be faithful to the mission to proclaim the Gospel entrusted to us by the Lord.

As we confirm our faith in the ministry of Peter, now your ministry as his Successor and to whom the Lord has entrusted his Church, we ask you to pray for the Gospel workers in the young Churches in mission territories and for all of us who work in the vineyard of the Lord. Please precede and accompany us on our mission Ad Gentes with your apostolic Blessing.

Crescenzio Card. Sepe, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples.

(Agenzia Fides 25/4/2005)
Rome (Fides Service ) - “This is a time of great joy for the whole Church. Catholics the world over thank God for the gift of the new Pope Benedict XVI.
For my part, and I am sure I am expressing the sentiments of all the men and women who belong to the Prelature of Opus Dei, I assure Benedict XVI of my total loyalty to his person and his teaching in profound communion.
During the past few days of confident waiting much was said about the grave responsibility of the Roman Pontiff, the necessity of his ministry for the Church, the weight of the burden placed on his shoulders. This is all correct, nevertheless already in the last few hours we have seen that besides relying on the help of God, the Pope counts on the prayers and affection of all Catholics and many other people of goodwill. The circumstances connected with the death of Pope John Paul II and the election of Benedict XVI were the occasion of an extraordinary manifestation of faith by millions of people as well as an extraordinary demonstration of unity: first in grief for the absence of our beloved John Paul II, then in joy for the gift of the new Pope. May John Paul II protect his Successor in this new Spring time!”
I think also, although it is obvious, at the marvellous continuity of the Church so evident in the jubilation of the People of God for the election of the new Successor of Peter”. (AP) (20/4/2005)

Rome (Fides Service) - “The simplicity with which the new Pope Benedict XVI presented himself to the people of Rome and the world reveals the truth and humanity of his faith and his proposal: Christ”. This was the comment of Communion and Liberation after the election of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger as Pope. “With the whole Church - the message said Communion and liberation: we accompany Benedict XVI entrusting our selves to the Blessed Virgin Mary who ‘is on our side’”. (P.L.R.) (Agenzia Fides 19/04/2005)

Rome (Fides Service) - The following telegramme was sent to the new Pope Benedict XVI by the chairman of the Association of Catholics Schools and Parents on behalf of all its members: “As members of the National Association of Catholics Schools and Parents, we are grateful to God for the gift of a new Pope for the Church, we express great joy for your election, Your Holiness, and confirm our loyalty as members of the Catholic Church, certain that the words and deeds of Your Holiness will guide and spur us to continue our commitment to Catholic education”. (P.L.R.) (Agenzia Fides 19/04/2005) 

Rome (Fides Service) - “Deeply moved we listened to the words of Benedict XVI, the humility of his request for prayers, his confidence in the grace of God who knows how to employ our humanity to carry God’s friendship to every man and women and defeat the harshness of all that humiliates human life. We assure our new Bishop of Rome our prayers and our affection” was the message written by the S. Egidio Community on the election of the new Pope.
“We like the name he has chosen which immediately speaks of peace and the courage to make a demanding and attractive proposal to be Christians at a complex time. His predecessor Benedict XV was against war and St Benedict was the father of monasticism in the west and pillar of the continent Europe which today stands only to benefit from the rediscovery of the riches of its Christian roots.
Our Community was born in the Church in Rome and we are delighted to have Benedict XVI as our new Bishop. We assure him of our prayers and our affection and our cooperation in the grave tasks he now faces.
God has chosen a man of meekness, a tireless and loving worker for the Church, a man with profound knowledge of today’s world. This is the beginning of a new era of hope and spirit for the Church and for the world.” (AP) (20/4/2005)

Khartoum (Fides Service) - “I am very happy for the election of Benedict XVI” Bishop Macram Max Gassis of El Obeid in southern Sudan told Fides. “This Pope represents continuity with the papacy of John Paul II. He will safeguard the authentic faith of the Church, fundamental for serious inter-religious dialogue” the Bishop said. 
Bishop Gassis has met the new Pope in person. “Five years ago I had an appointment at the Secretariat of State. As I came out of the lift I bumped into Cardinal Ratzinger, whom I knew was Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. He greeted me warmly and held out his hand. He asked where I came from and when I said I was a Bishop in Sudan he said: “I think often of your situation and I pray constantly for Sudanese Catholics”. Some described the new Pope as being aloof and cold. This is quite untrue. He is a man of profound humanity and great spirituality and he is very kind” the Bishop concluded. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 19/4/2005)

Madrid (Fides Service) - Pope Benedict XVI “is a great gift and we must be at his side with prayers and being united among ourselves” said Archbishop Francisco Pérez González, national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Spain in a letter to Fides commenting the election of the new Pope. “Benedict XVI is a prophet of truth and humility. This is the secret of his wisdom which is authentic because it is based on profound adoration of God and in total fidelity to Jesus Christ and the teaching of the Church. “What this Pope will do is yet unknown but he will certainly help us focus our life on the one Lord of history”.
The Archbishop said he wished to be in deep communion with the new Pope. “This historic time in which we live with bear fruit if we take new evangelisation as the key for leading humanity to the deepest dignity of its way of being and existing. Pope Benedict XVI will lead us on this path of authentic dignity. The searching of mankind today is every day more dramatic and it is the Church’s duty to offer the water of eternal life. In this the new Pope will certainly help us” the archbishop concluded. (R.G.) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2005)

Cairo (Fides Service) - “I was celebrating Mass when the white smoke appeared. I was informed and immediately announced to local Catholics the name of the new Pope Benedict XVI , faces were radiant with happiness”, Chaldean Catholic Bishop Youssef Sarraf told Fides from Our Lady of Fatima Basilica in Cairo. “I gave the people a brief outline of the new Pope’s life and work”, the Bishop said. “We then joined in prayer and will continue to pray for the new Pope that the Lord may assist him and help him in his mission which will not be easy. We hope he will be a bridge between the Church in the East and the Church in the West”.
Today the Cairo daily Al-ahram published half a page on Pope Benedict XVI , and yesterday Arab TV channels were connected to see who the new Pope was. (AE) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2005)
Manila (Fides Service) - Cardinal Jaime Sin, emeritus Archbishop of Manila, unable to attend the conclave for health reasons gave a statement to Fides, through his spokesman: “Benedict XVI is a brilliant and good man who belongs to the same tradition as John Paul II ”.
The Bishops of the Philippines expressed their congratulations to the new Pope assuring him of their prayers, loyalty and support. Bishop Ramon Arguelles of Lipa said of Pope Ratzinger “he is a good choice. We pray God to give him the strength to witness and to guide the Church vibrant with the Holy Spirit”. The president of this largely Catholic nation, Gloria Arroyo, expressed her congratulations and said about Pope Benedict XVI “he will help unite not only Catholics but all who believe in peace, brotherhood and harmony”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2005)
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