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FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE 

Instrumentum mensis Aprilis 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontifici Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus II – Numerus IV, April A.D. MMVI

The month of April for the Holy Father Benedict XVI was marked by the last days of Lent and Holy Week and then Easter, days of intense prayer. Pope Benedict XVI presided the Way of the Cross at the Colosseum, the same Via Crucis for which last year he wrote the meditations. On Easter Sunday in his Message pronounced before giving the Urbi et Orbi Blessing from the central balcony of St Peter’s Pope Benedict XVI, besides recalling that the Resurrection of Christ is the central mystery of the Christian faith,  Pope Benedict XVI made a solemn appeal to the international community, calling for attention and assistance for people in the world most affected by poverty and violence. “May the Spirit of the Risen Lord – the Pontiff said in his Easter Message - May the Spirit of the Risen one, in particular, bring relief and security in Africa to the peoples of Darfur, who are living in a dramatic humanitarian situation that is no longer sustainable; to those of the Great Lakes region, where many wounds have yet to be healed; to the peoples of the Horn of Africa, of the Ivory Coast, Uganda, Zimbabwe and other nations which aspire to reconciliation, justice and progress. In Iraq, may peace finally prevail over the tragic violence that continues mercilessly to claim victims. I also pray sincerely that those caught up in the conflict in the Holy Land may find peace, and I invite all to patient and persevering dialogue, so as to remove both ancient and new obstacles. May the international community, which re-affirms Israel’s just right to exist in peace, assist the Palestinian people to overcome the precarious conditions in which they live and to build their future, moving towards the constitution of a state that is truly their own. May the Spirit of the Risen one enkindle a renewed enthusiastic commitment of the Countries of Latin America, so that the living conditions of millions of citizens may be improved, the deplorable scourge of kidnapping may be eradicated and democratic institutions may be consolidated in a spirit of harmony and effective solidarity. Concerning the international crises linked to nuclear power, may an honourable solution be found for all parties, through serious and honest negotiations, and may the leaders of nations and of International Organisations be strengthened in their will to achieve peaceful coexistence among different races, cultures and religions, in order to remove the threat of terrorism”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2006 – Audience to participants at Seminar "The Cultural Heritage and Academic Values of the European University and the Attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area”
2 April 2006 – Angelus

2 April 2006 – Marian Vigil in memory of  John Paul II

3 April 2006 – Holy Mass for the repose of the soul of John Paul II
3 April 2006 – Address to Bishops of Côte d'Ivoire on visita ad limina
5 April 2006 – General Audience 
9 April 2006 – Homily during Mass on Palm Sunday 
9 April 2006 – Angelus

10 April 2006 – Audience to participants at 39th UNIV Meeting
13 April 2006 – Homily at Chrism Mass 

13 April 2006 – Homily at the Mass in Cena Domini
14 April 2006 – Address at the end of the Stations of the Cross at the Coliseum 

16 April 2006 – Urbi et Orbi Message and Easter wishes to peoples and nations 
17 April 2006 – Regina Coeli

19 April 2006 – General Audience
22 April 2006 – Address to participants at pilgrimage promoted by Society of Jesus
23 April 2006 – Regina Caeli

24 April 2006 – Audience to Bishops of Ghana on Ad Limina visit
26 April 2006 – General Audience 

28 April 2006 - Telegramme of sympathy for Italian military killed in  Nassiriya
· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

God  is at hand
Education

World Youth Day
John Paul II

Mission
Priests
Suffering
· INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission - A group of Beijing priests celebrate tenth anniversary of ordination and ministry mainly in evangelisation in rural communities
St Francis Xavier incarnated radical obedience to the Lord’s mandate to his apostles: Go, make disciples of all nations!": papal envoy Cardinal Rouco Varela presides celebrations for the 5th centenary of the birth of Francis Xavier    

St Francis Xavier : God’s great gift to Navarra, the universal Church and to all humanity”: says Archbishop of Pamplona in pastoral letter  
· QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Lecturn”
VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Baptistery”
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2006 – Audience to participants at Seminar "The Cultural Heritage and Academic Values of the European University and the Attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area”

VATICAN - “Man cannot fully understand himself without God. This is why the religious dimension of human life cannot be overlooked as we undertake to build the Europe of the third millennium.”: the Pope addresses participants at Seminar organised by the Congregation for Catholic Education

Vatican City (Fides Service) – This morning Pope Benedict XVI received in a special audience in the Sala Clementina in the Vatican, participants from fifty different countries at a Seminar organised by the Congregation for Catholic Education on the theme "The Cultural Heritage and Academic Values of the European University and the Attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area”. In his address in Italian the Pope recalled that the Seminar had reflected on “the contribution which European universities, rich in long tradition, can make to building the Europe of the third millennium keeping in mind that every cultural reality is both memory of the past and project for the future”. The Pope continued: “To this reflection the Church intends to make her own contribution as she has down through the centuries. Constant as she is in her concern for European centres of study and universities which "with the service of thought" handed on and continue to hand on the values of a special cultural heritage enriched by two millennia of humanistic and Christian experience”.
Looking at the "old" continent, the Holy Father said it was easy to note “the cultural challenges facing Europe today, committed as she is to rediscovering her identity which is not only of a political and economic order. Today as yesterday the fundamental question is anthropological. It is a question of  ascertaining which understanding of man is at the basis of new projects”. In fact the Seminar asked itself at the service of what kind of man must the university be: “an individual  bent on defending only his own interests or a person open to solidarity with others in the search for the real meaning of life and what is the relation between the human person, science and technology”. Pope Benedict XVI said: “We must reaffirm that the human person can never be sacrificed for success in science and technology: hence the importance of this anthropological question which for us, heirs to the humanistic tradition founded on Christian values, must be seen in the light of principles which inspired our civilisation and which found in European universities authentic workshops for research and in depth study”.

Recalling what John Paul II wrote in the post synodal exhortation “Ecclesia in Europa” (n.26) Pope Benedict  XVI said: “The Church helped to diffuse and consolidate the values which rendered the European culture universal. However man cannot fully understand himself without God. This is why the religious dimension of human life cannot be overlooked as we undertake to build the Europe of the third millennium. Hence the unique role of the university: in the present situation the university must not be content with instructing, it must also fulfil its educational role at the service of the new generations appealing to the patrimony of ideals and values which marked previous millennia. In this way the university can help Europe to preserve its "soul", revitalising those Christian roots which were its origin.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/4/2006 – righe 37;  parole 525)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=487
2 April 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus recalls John Paul II: “He announced Christ always, proposing Him to everyone as Vatican II had done, as the answer to human expectations, expectations for freedom, justice and peace” – A call to join Iraqi Bishops’ fast and prayer for peace in Iraq and the rest of the world

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “On April 2 last year, a year ago today, our beloved Pope John Paul II was living the last stage of his earthly pilgrimage of faith, love and hope which left a profound mark on the history of the Church and humanity” Pope Benedict XVI said in his midday Angelus reflection on Sunday 2 April. Addressing thousands of people gathered in St Peter’s Square the Pope recalled the last days of the earthly life of John Paul II and the silent Easter Blessing Urbi et Orbi given only with his hand: “he died as he had lived, fired by the unswerving courage of the faith, putting himself entirely in the hands of God and entrusting himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary”.

“What heritage have we received from this great Pope who led the Church into the third millennium?” Benedict XVI asked himself. “His legacy is immense, but the message of his very long pontificate can be effectively summarised in a few words, the words with which he started it here in St Peter’s Square on 22 October 1978: ‘Open, indeed, open wide the doors for Christ!’. This unforgettable call was lived by John Paul II in his person and in his mission as Successor of Peter”. Especially when he visited the countries of the world, meeting crowds of people, church communities, governors, religious leaders and different social realities, “it was as if he was making one great gesture confirming those opening words. He announced Christ always, proposing Him to everyone as Vatican II had done, as the answer to human expectations, expectations for freedom, justice and peace. Christ is the Redeemer of man – he was fond of saying -, the only authentic Saviour for every person and for the entire human race …the Pope’s death was the culmination of a coherent witness of faith which touched the hearts of countless men and women of good will.”
After the Marian prayer Pope Benedict XVI  urged those present to join Iraqi Bishops (see Fides 27/3/2006) to pray for peace in Iraq and in the rest of the world “The Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans, His Beatitude Emmanuel III Delly, and the Bishops of Iraq have called on Christians, all believers and all men and women of good will to join them on the 3rd and 4th April, tomorrow and the day after, to pray and fast to ask God for the gift of peace and harmony in Iraq and the whole world. I urge you all to join in this initiative of our brothers in that martyred country, entrusting this intention to the intercession of Most Holy Mary, Queen of Peace.” In Italian  the Pope recalled the tragic conclusion of the kidnapping of 18 month old baby Tommaso, calling everyone to pray: “We are all deeply shocked at the story of little Tommaso barbarously murdered: we pray for him and for all victims of violence”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2006 – righe 33, parole 488)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=488
2 April –Marian Prayer Vigil in memory of John Paul II

VATICAN - Thousands gather in St Peter’s Square for prayer vigil to mark first anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II. “He is still present in our minds and in our hearts, he still communicates to us his love for God and his love for humanity” says Pope Benedict XVI
Vatican City (Fides Service) – To mark the first anniversary of the death of the servant of God Pope John Paul II Rome diocese organised a Rosary Prayer in St Peter’s Square in the evening of Sunday 2 April. Tens of thousands, Romans and visitors, filled the square flooded with the light of thousands of candles. The prayer vigil began with the reading of some of Karol Wojtyła’s writings with intervals of hymn singing by Rome Diocesan Choir. At 9pm the Pope appeared at his study window to lead the Rosary prayer at the end of which he gave a brief address. “It is already a year since the death of the servant of God John Paul II, almost at this exact hour – Pope Benedict XVI said  -, but his memory lives on as we see from numerous initiatives planned for these days all over the word.  He is still present in our minds and in our hearts, he still communicates to us his love for God and his love for humanity; he still inspires people, young people especially, with the enthusiasm of the goodness and the courage to follow Jesus and his teaching”.

To try to summarise the life of the great Pontiff Pope Benedict XVI used two words: "fidelity" and "dedication", that is “total fidelity to God and unreserved dedication to his mission as Shepherd of the universal Church”. “Fidelity and dedication still more convincing and moving in the last months… his illness faced with courage made everyone more attentive to human pain, physical and spiritual suffering; he gave suffering dignity and value, showing that the human person is of value not for his or her efficiency or appearance, but as a human being, created and loved by God. In word and deed dear John Paul II never tired of telling the world that if man lets himself be embraced by Christ this does not lessen the richness of his humanity; if he adheres to him with all his heart he is not denying himself anything. On the contrary, the encounter with Christ renders our life even more enthralling. Precisely because he drew ever closer to God in prayer, contemplation, in love with Truth and Beauty, our beloved Pope was able to be a travelling companion for each of us and to speak with authority even to those distant from the Christian faith”.

Pope Benedict XVI encouraged those present to “welcome the spiritual legacy he left us”: live tirelessly searching for the Truth which alone can satisfy our heart, not be afraid to follow Christ to carry to everyone the news of the Gospel which is leaven of a humanity of more brotherhood and solidarity. Via TV link the Pope then addressed people gathered in front of the archbishop’s house in Krakow, Poland, for the stations of the Cross led by Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, former personal secretary of Pope John Paul II: “The memory of John Paul II lives on and so does the sense of his spiritual presence – Pope Benedict XVI said in Polish  -. May the memory of the special love he had for his compatriots be light to illuminate your way to Christ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2006 – righe 36, parole 583)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=489
3 April 2006 – Mass for the repose of the soul of Pope John Paul  II
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s homily during Mass on the first anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II: “We hear resounding in our soul his repeated calls to advance without fear along the path of fidelity to the Gospel as heralds and witnesses of Christ in the third millennium”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “This evening our thoughts look back with emotion to the moment of the death of our beloved Pope but at the same time our heart is somehow impelled to look forward. We hear resounding in our soul his repeated calls to advance without fear along the path of fidelity to the Gospel as heralds and witnesses of Christ in the third millennium. We call to mind his incessant exhortations to cooperate generously in building a more just and caring humanity, to be builders of peace and architects of hope. May our eyes remain set on Christ, "the same yesterday, today and always" (Heb 13,8), who firmly guides his Church.” With these words the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed tens of thousands of visitors gathered in St Peter’s Square in the early evening of Monday 3 April for Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Pope John Paul II.


 “In these days on the first anniversary of his death the memory of the Servant of God John Paul II  is especially vivid in the Church and in the world – Pope Benedict XVI said at the beginning of his homily -. I greet with affection together with the cardinals, bishops, priests and religious all the many visitors who have come from different countries, Poland especially, to show their esteem, affection and deep gratitude in his regard”.


Reflecting on the readings proclaimed during the Liturgy of the Word and applying them to Pope John Paul II, the Holy Father said: “The first reading taken from the Book of Wisdom reminds us of the final destiny of the just: a destiny of superabundant happiness which recompenses immeasurably the sufferings and trials faced during life.” Then he said, referring to the mission of John Paul II : He “made a gift of his life to God and to the Church and lived the spiritual dimension of his priesthood especially in the celebration of the Eucharist… He never made a secret of his desire to be ever more one with Christ the Priest through the Eucharistic sacrifice, source of tireless apostolic dedication”. In the second reading, St Peter used the image of gold tested by fire applying it to the faith (cfr 1 Pt 1,7). “In fact in the difficulties of life it is above all the quality of our faith which is tested and sounded: for solidity, purity, consistency with life – said Benedict XVI - . Well, the late Pontiff, endowed by God with many human and spiritual gifts, passing through the crucible of apostolic labouring and also of sickness, became clearly more and more a ‘rock’ of faith … faith convinced, strong, genuine, free of fear or compromise, faith which won the hearts of so many people thanks also to his numerous apostolic pilgrimages all over the world, and in a special way his last ‘journey’  of agony and death.”

Lastly the Pope said the Gospel, which presented John close to Mary at the foot of the Cross and Jesus who entrusts them to one another, highlighted another aspect of the human and religious personality of John Paul II: “Like the Apostle evangelist, he too took Mary into his house … those who take Mary into their hearts are in actual fact taken in by her and become hers. The motto on the coat of arms of the Pontificate of Pope John Paul II, Totus tuus, is a perfect summary of this spiritual and mystical experience in a life totally oriented to Christ through Mary: ‘ad Iesum per Mariam’” - Pope Benedict XVI said ending his homily with these words -  “May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, help us to be like John Paul II under every circumstance tireless apostles of her Divine Son and prophets of his merciful love”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2006 – righe 42, parole 626)

See homily in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=491
3 April 2006 – Address to Bishops of Côte d'Ivoire on ad limina visit 
VATICAN - “Faced with political or ethnic tensions, bishops, priests and consecrated persons must be for all examples of brotherhood and charity to help build a united and reconciled society”: Pope Benedict XVI tells Bishops of Côte d'Ivoire  

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The responsibility of Catholics to help build a nation and a world at peace and reconciled was one of the principal matters treated by Pope Benedict XVI in his address to Bishops from Côte d'Ivoire received in audience for their ad limina visit in the morning of Monday 3 April. “The crisis in which your country is living has sadly brought to light divisions which are a profound wound in relations among different components of society – said Pope Benedict XVI -. The ensuing violence has seriously undermined trust among people and the country’s stability, leaving suffering difficult to heal in its wake. Authentic peace can only be restored through forgiveness generously offered and reconciliation effectively achieved among the persons and groups involved”. To reach this goal it is necessary to continue courageously with dialogue to discuss the reasons which led to this situation and find solutions acceptable to all in justice and truth. “The path to peace is long and difficult but never impossible” the Holy Father said recalling that Catholics have an important role in this process, “because they can never be foreign to the building of a reconciled world”.


Then Pope Benedict XVI  stressed the primary need to  “restore trust among the disciples of  Christ, despite any divergence of opinions there may be among them. In fact it is above all within the Church that authentic love must be lived in unity and reconciliation”. Christians must let themselves be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit in order to be “true witnesses of the Father’s love”. “In your diocesan Churches when faced with political or ethnic tensions, bishops, priests and consecrated persons must be for all examples of brotherhood and charity and help with the words and attitudes to build a united and reconciled society”.


Another “principal concern” mentioned by the Holy Father was initial and on-going formation of priests with fundamental space for the spiritual life: “the priest has a  mission to help the faithful discover the mystery of God and be open to others. For this he is called to be an authentic searcher for God, while at the same time being close to human concerns”… “Moreover, living faithfully chastity in celibacy the priest shows that his entire being is a gift of self to God and to others”. Lay Catholics also need proper formation and grounding in the faith “to resist the call to return to ancient practices and the lure of sects and above all to bear witness to Christian hope in a complex world which faces serious new threats”. Especially catechists must be given “sound formation to enable them to carry out the mission entrusted to them and at the same time live their faith consistently”. 

Pope Benedict XVI then stressed the need to continue the task of inculturating the faith so important for announcing the Gospel to all cultures,  a task “which must never compromise the specificity and integrity of the faith but must help Christians understand better and live better the Gospel message in their own culture and to renounce practices in contradiction with baptismal promises”. Another important matter is the sacrament of matrimony because of widespread polygamy and unlawful unions: “Hence the need to continue efforts to help people,  young people especially, understand the fact the marriage for a Christian is a life of holiness”.

Lastly the Pope congratulated the Bishops for the development of Church Movements, “which help to give Christian communities new missionary impulse” and he urged the members of these groups “to strive for an ever deeper personal meeting with Christ” and asked the bishops to exercise “illuminated and constant discernment” with regard to these ecclesial realities. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2006, righe 45, parole 657)

See the Pope’s address in French

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=490
5 April 2006 – General Audience 
VATICAN - “The Apostles and their successors are custodians and authoritative witnesses of the deposit of truth entrusted to the Church as well as ministers of charity” said Pope Benedict XVI during his Wednesday Audience teaching. He also mentioned the 500th anniversary of the birth of St Francis Xavier

Vatican City (Fides Service) – During the Wednesday general audience in St Peter’s Square buffered by a strong April wind, Pope Benedict XVI continued his catechesis on the theme “Service of Communion”. The Holy Father explained: “We wish to consider the origins of the Church in order to understand the original plan of Jesus and so comprehend the essence of the Church which remains despite the varying of times. We wish to understand the reason for our being in the Church and how we must commit ourselves to living this in the new Christian millennium.”


Pope Benedict XVI highlighted two aspects of the early Church: the first, examined mainly by St Ireneus of Lyons di Lione, underlines the “intimate bond existing between the Holy Spirit and the Church”. The second aspect explains that this bond “does not cancel our humanity with all its weaknesses and so from the beginning the community of the disciples experiences not only the joy of the Holy Spirit, the grace of the truth and love, but also trial, consisting above all of argument with regard to the truths of the faith with the consequent laceration of communion”. “So there is always a danger – the Pope said -, in the vicissitudes of the world and also in the weakness of the Church,  of losing the faith and thus losing also love and brotherhood. It is therefore a precise duty for those who believe in the Church of love and wish to live in her, to recognise this danger and accept that there cannot be communion with those who distance themselves from the doctrine of salvation”. The fledgling Church was well aware of these possible tensions in the experience of communion and in fact the New Testament lays strong emphasis on “the reality and duty of brotherly love among Christians” as its severity with former members of the community who were no longer members expresses: “The Church of love is also the Church of the truth, understood primarily as fidelity to the Gospel which the Lord Jesus entrusted to his disciples”. 

The family of the children of God “to live in unity and peace needs persons who tend to it in truth and guide it with wise and authoritative discernment: that is, persons called to carry on the ministry  of the Apostles... the Church belongs entirely to the Spirit, but it has a structure, apostolic succession, which has the responsibility to guarantee that the Church remains in Christ’s gift of the truth from which stems her ability to love”. The Acts of the Apostles narrate the life of the early Church: “Communion is born of the faith born of the preaching of the apostles, is nourished in the breaking of the bread and prayer and expressed in fraternal charity and service”. The Holy Father then underlined: “The Apostles and their successors therefore are custodians and authoritative witnesses of the deposit of truth entrusted to the Church and also ministers of charity: two aspects which go together. They must always keep in mind the inseparability of this twofold service which in actual fact is one: truth and charity, revealed and given to us by the Lord Jesus …truth and love are two faces of the same gift which comes from God and which, thanks to the apostolic ministry, is safeguarded in the Church and comes down to us in the present day!”

At the end of the audience addressing Spanish visitors the Pope mentioned the great Spanish missionary St Francis Xavier: “On April 7th there will be celebrations for the 500th anniversary of the birthday of St Francis Xavier the great Jesuit missionary who preached the Gospel in the lands of Asia opening many doors to Christ. I join these celebrations to thank the Lord for giving his Church this great gift. I sent Cardinal Antonio María Rouco to preside celebrations at the Javier Shrine in Navarra, Spain. I am united with him and all the pilgrims who will go to that famous missionary place. As we contemplate the figure of St Francis Xavier we feel called to pray for all those who dedicate their life to the evangelising mission, proclaiming the salvific message of Jesus”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2006, righe 44, parole 666)

See the Pope’s teaching

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=492
9 April 2006 – Homily on Palm Sunday
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI celebrates first Holy Week Rite: “Palm Sunday tells us that the real important "yes" is the Cross, that precisely the Cross is the true tree of life. We find our life not by living it jealously for ourselves but by living it for others. Love is giving of self, this is why it is the path of true life which is symbolised in the Cross”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – On Palm Sunday April 9 Pope Benedict XVI presided Mass in a sun-flooded St Peter’s Square filled with visitors in Rome for Holy Week and Easter many of them young people since the day was also Diocesan World Youth Day. At the start of his homily the Pope said: “For twenty years now, thanks to Pope John Paul II, Palm Sunday has been a special Day for Youth – the day when young people all over the world go to meet Christ and accompany him into their cities and towns that He may be in our midst and his peace may take root in our world”. The final act of the Palm Sunday celebration was the handing over of World Youth Day Cross and Icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary from German youth from the diocese of Cologne to Australian youth from the archdiocese of  Sydney chosen to host the next international World Youth Day in 2008.

The Pope went on the explain the significance and importance today of the events of the first ‘Palm Sunday’: “Jesus enters the Holy City riding a mule, an animal used by simple country people, and what is more it was not even his own, he borrowed it for the occasion”. Only after his resurrection the disciples realised that in doing this “Jesus was fulfilling the words of the prophets, he was acting according to the Word of God bringing it to completion”. The Pope then remarked on three aspects of the future king announced by the prophets. First of all he will be king of the poor, a poor man among the poor and for the poor: “Poverty as Jesus means it– as the prophets mean it – consists of inner freedom from the avidity of possession and craving for power… It is a question first of all of purifying our heart so we realise that possession is a responsibility, a duty towards others, it is letting ourselves be seen by God and led by Christ who was rich and for us became poor (cfr 2 Cor 8,9)”. 

The second aspect is that He will be a king of peace: “He will make the war chariots and battle horses disappear, break the bows and proclaim peace … Jesus puts a new weapon in our hands, the Cross – the sign of reconciliation, the sign that love is stronger than death. Every time we make the sign of the Cross we should remember never to fight injustice with injustice, or violence with violence; we should remember that we can only conquer evil with good, never by responding to evil with evil”. The third aspect is the universal nature of the reign: “the kingdom of the king of peace will extend from ‘sea to sea… to the far corners of the earth… the space of the messianic king is no longer one particular country which could separate itself from the others and therefore inevitably take a position against the others. His nation is the earth, the whole world”. 

“All three characteristics announced by the prophet– poverty, peace, universality – are summarised in the sign of the Cross– Benedict  XVI concluded -. This is why the Cross has rightly  become the centre of World Youth Days. In the past – and even today – precisely because of the Cross, Christianity was rejected. People said the Cross speaks of sacrifice, the cross is a sign which annuls life...However Palm Sunday tells us that the real important "yes" is precisely the Cross, that the Cross is the true tree of life. We find our life not by living it jealously for ourselves but by living it for others. Love is giving of self and this is why the Cross symbolises the path of true life”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2006 – righe 42, parole 665)

See the Pope’s homily

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=494
9 April 2006 - Angelus

VATICAN

At the Angelus prayer the Youth Day Cross and Icon of Blessed Virgin Mary change hands from Cologne Germany to Sydney Australia: “Most Holy Mary was the first ‘believer’ who carried her own cross like her Son and then lived with him the joy of his resurrection”

Vatican City–Palm Sunday Mass presided by Pope Benedict XVI in St Peter’s Square closed with the official hand-over of the Youth Day Cross and icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary from young Catholics of Cologne, Germany to young Catholics of Sydney, Australia  the city chosen to host 23rd World Youth Day in July 2008. Before the handing over ceremony and the Angelus prayer the Pope said “this is the Cross which beloved John Paul II entrusted to young people in 1984 asking them to carry it along the roads of the world as a sign of Christ’s love for all humanity… The handing over of the cross after each World Youth Day has become a "tradition", in the real sense of the Latin word traditio, a highly symbolic act to be lived with deep faith and commitment to undertake a path of conversion and follow Jesus. We are taught this faith by Most Holy Mary the first ‘believer’ who carried her own cross like her Son and then lived with him the joy of his resurrection”.


This is why, Pope Benedict XVI explained, the Cross is accompanied by an icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary “Salus Populi Romani”  venerated in the Basilica of St Mary Major. “The Cross and the Marian icon of World Youth Day – the Pope announced – will now visit some African countries to show that Christ and his Mother are close to the peoples of that continent so sorely tried by suffering and then tour in February next year several regions of Oceania, followed by the dioceses of Australia and on to Sydney in July 2008. This spiritual journey will involve the entire Christian community, young people in particular”.

In various languages the Pope greeted young people from different countries recalling the importance of the Cross and he greeted Cardinal Joachim Meisner Archbishop of Cologne and  Cardinal George Pell Archbishop of Sydney, present in St Peter’s Square. Then the Pope asked everyone to pray that “the Cross and Icon may bring peace and reconciliation to individuals and peoples” invoking the Blessed Virgin Mary’s intercession that the pilgrimage, “may be rich in fruit”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2006 – righe 27, parole 384)

See the Pope’s address

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=493
10 April 2006 – Audience to participants at 39th   UNIV meeting
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses young participants at UNIV 2006: “A person who discovers Christ feels impelled to carry Him because a joy so great cannot be hidden it demands to be shared”  

Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the Paul VI Hall this morning, addressing participants at the UNIV international congress of university students, accompanied by members of their families Benedict XVI said “Dear young people allow me to say to you what I said to young people in Cologne last August: A person who discovers Christ feels impelled to carry Him because a joy so great cannot be hidden it demands to be shared. This is the task to which the Lord calls you; this is the apostolate of friendship", that Saint Josemaría, Fonder of Opus Dei, calls "personal, selfless, sincere friendship: intimate, heart to heart.” The participants who come from 32 countries are meeting to consider the theme: "Culture and the means of social communications".
Reflecting on the UNIV 2006 theme the Pope said “in our times new technology, the media do not always foster personal relationships, sincere dialogue, friendship; they do not always help to cultivate an intimate relationship with God”. Dwelling on the theme of friendship, so important for young people, Pope Benedict XVI said: “You must feel Jesus to be one of your closest friends, indeed the closest. ... Only in Him can you find the strength to give your brothers and sisters human affection and supernatural charity, in a spirit of service that is expressed above all in understanding”.

“Every Christian – the Pope said – is called to friendship with God and with his grace to draw his friends to God. In this way apostolic love becomes an authentic passion which is expressed in communicating to others the happiness found in Jesus. Again Saint Josemaría reminds you with a few key words your spiritual itinerary: “Communion, union, communication, sharing: Word, Bread, Love”.”

The Pope ended his address with these words: “"If you cultivate friendship with Jesus, if you practice the Sacraments assiduously, especially the Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist, you will be able to become 'a new generation of apostles anchored firmly in the word of Christ, capable of responding to the challenges of our times and prepared to spread the Gospel far and wide'.".”

UNIV meetings organised by the Istituto per la Cooperazione Universitaria (ICU), were started in 1968 an inspiration of Saint san Josemaría Escrivá, founder of Opus Dei. Since then every year student participants from 230 universities, 30 of them in Italy have been received by the Pope. The participants reflect on a set theme for a week and take part in various cultural activities, conferences, talks, exhibitions, debates, study groups, panel discussion. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2006 – righe 31;  parole 445)

See the Pope’s address in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=495
13 April 2006 – Homily of the Chrism Mass

Vatican – During the Chrism Holy Mass in the Vatican Basilica, Benedict XVI said that “priesthood was no longer a question of lineage but of discovering oneself in the mystery of Jesus Christ”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – This morning the Holy Father Benedict XVI celebrated the Chrism Holy Mass with the Cardinals, Bishops and Priests – diocesan and religious – present in Rome. During the Eucharistic Celebration, after the renewal of priesthood vows, the oil of catechumens, the oil of the sick and the oil of chrism were blessed. 

“Holy Thursday is the day on which the Lord gave the Twelve the priestly task of celebrating, in the bread and the wine, the Sacrament of his Body and Blood until he comes again”: these words opened the homily of Pope Benedict XVI. “The paschal lamb – the Pope continued – and all the sacrifices of the Old Covenant are replaced by the gift of his Body and his Blood, the gift of himself. Thus, the new worship was based on the fact that, in the first place, God makes a gift to us, and, filled with this gift, we become his:  creation returns to the Creator. So it is that the priesthood also became something new:  it was no longer a question of lineage but of discovering oneself in the mystery of Jesus Christ. He is always the One who gives, who draws us to himself. He alone can say:  "This is my Body... this is my Blood". The mystery of the priesthood of the Church lies in the fact that we, miserable human beings, by virtue of the Sacrament, can speak with his "I":  in persona Christi. He wishes to exercise his priesthood through us. On Holy Thursday, we remember in a special way this moving mystery, which moves us anew in every celebration of the Sacrament. So that daily life will not dull what is great and mysterious, we need this specific commemoration, we need to return to that hour in which he placed his hands upon us and made us share in this mystery”.

Then the Pope invited to reflect “on the signs in which the Sacrament has been given to us”. “At the centre is the very ancient rite of the imposition of hands, with which he took possession of me, saying to me:  "You belong to me"”. Then the Pope spoke of the passage of the Gospel when Jesus says “I no longer call you servants but friends”. “The core of the priesthood – he said – is being friends of Jesus Christ. Only in this way can we truly speak in persona Christi, even if our inner remoteness from Christ cannot jeopardize the validity of the Sacrament. Being a friend of Jesus, being a priest, means being a man of prayer. In this way we recognize him and emerge from the ignorance of simple servants. We thus learn to live, suffer and act with him and for him. Being friends with Jesus is par excellence always friendship with his followers. We can be friends of Jesus only in communion with the whole of Christ, with the Head and with the Body; in the vigorous vine of the Church to which the Lord gives life. Sacred Scripture is a living and actual Word, thanks to the Lord, only in her. Without the living subject of the Church that embraces the ages, more often than not the Bible would have splintered into heterogeneous writings and would thus have become a book of the past. It is eloquent in the present only where the "Presence" is - where Christ remains for ever contemporary with us: in the Body of his Church”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency 13/4/2006)

Links:

The whole text of the Holy Father’s Homily, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=510
13 April 2006 – Homily of the Holy Mass “of the Lord’s supper”

VATICAN – Pope Benedict XVI went to the Cathedral Basilica of St. John Lateran to concelebrate the Holy Mass “of the Lord’s supper”. During the Liturgy the Pope celebrated the ritual of the washing of the feet on twelve people, while donations where collected for the victims of the landslides in the Diocese of Maasin (Philippines)

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – “"Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end" (Jn 13: 1). God loves his creature, man; he even loves him in his fall and does not leave him to himself” these words opened the homily held this afternoon by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the Holy Mass “of the Lord’s supper”, which he presided over in the basilica of St. John Lateran, the Cathedral of Rome. “He loves him to the end – Benedict XVI said – He is impelled with his love to the very end, to the extreme:  he came down from his divine glory. He cast aside the raiment of his divine glory and put on the garb of a slave. He came down to the extreme lowliness of our fall. He kneels before us and carries out for us the service of a slave:  he washes our dirty feet so that we might be admitted to God's banquet and be made worthy to take our place at his table - something that on our own we neither could nor would ever be able to do”.

And he continued: “God is not a remote God, too distant or too great to be bothered with our trifles. Since God is great, he can also be concerned with small things. Since he is great, the soul of man, the same man, created through eternal love, is not a small thing but great, and worthy of God's love. God's holiness is not merely an incandescent power before which we are obliged to withdraw, terrified. It is a power of love and therefore a purifying and healing power. God descends and becomes a slave, he washes our feet so that we may come to his table. In this, the entire mystery of Jesus Christ is expressed. In this, what redemption means becomes visible. The basin in which he washes us is his love, ready to face death. Only love has that purifying power which washes the grime from us and elevates us to God's heights. The basin that purifies us is God himself, who gives himself to us without reserve - to the very depths of his suffering and his death. He is ceaselessly this love that cleanses us; in the sacraments of purification - Baptism and the Sacrament of Penance - he is continually on his knees at our feet and carries out for us the service of a slave, the service of purification, making us capable of God. His love is inexhaustible, it truly goes to the very end”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

Links:

The whole test of the Holy Father’s Homily, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=511
14 April 2006 – Speech at the end of the Way of the Cross at the Coliseum

VATICAN – “In the Way of the Cross, it is impossible to remain neutral. Pilate, the sceptic intellectual, tried to be neutral, to remain uninvolved; but precisely in this way he took a stance against justice, because of the conformism of his career”: these were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI at the end of the Way of the Cross at the Coliseum.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – This evening, Holy Friday 2006 at 9.15 p.m., the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided over the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross at the Coliseum. The texts of the meditations offered this year were composed by H.E. Msgr Angelo Comastri, Vicar General of His Holiness for the Vatican City, President of the Fabric of Saint Peter’s. At the end of the Way of the Cross the Pope addressed a short impromptu speech to the faithful who were present and to those listening to him by radio and by television, reflecting on the meaning of the Way of the Cross. “We have accompanied Jesus on the "Way  of  the  Cross"” the Pope said. “We  have  accompanied him here, on the route of the martyrs, in the Coliseum where so many  suffered  for  Christ  and  gave their life for the Lord, where in so many, the Lord himself has suffered once again”. “Thus, we have understood that the "Via Crucis" is neither something of the past nor of any specific point of the earth. The Lord's Cross embraces the world; his "Via Crucis" crosses continents and epochs. In the Way of the Cross, we cannot merely be spectators. We too are involved, so we must seek our place:  where are we?”

“In the Way of the Cross – the Pope continued – it is impossible to remain neutral. Pilate, the sceptic intellectual, tried to be neutral, to remain uninvolved; but precisely in this way he took a stance against justice, because of the conformism of his career. In the mirror of the Cross we have seen all the sufferings of humanity today. In the Cross of Christ we have seen the suffering of abandoned and abused children; the threats to the family; the division of the world into the pride of the rich who do not see Lazarus at the door and the misery of the multitudes who are suffering hunger and thirst. But we have also seen "stations" of consolation. We have seen the Mother, whose goodness stays faithful unto death and beyond death. We have seen the courageous woman, who stood before the Lord and was not afraid to show solidarity with this Suffering One. We have seen Simon the Cyrenian, an African, who carried the Cross with Jesus. Finally, we have seen, through these "stations" of consolation, that consolation, just as suffering, is never-ending. We have seen that on the Way of the Cross, Paul found the zeal of his faith and kindled the light of love. We have seen how St Augustine found his way:  as well as Francis of Assisi, St Vincent de Paul, St Maximilian Kolbe and Mother Teresa of Calcutta. So it is that we too are invited to find our place, to discover with these great, courageous saints, the way with Jesus and for Jesus:  the way of goodness and truth; the courage of love”.

Finally, Pope Benedict XVI concluded: “We have understood that the "Way of the Cross" is not simply a collection of the obscure and sad things of the world… The Way of the Cross is the way of mercy, the way of mercy that puts a limit on evil:  this is what we learned from Pope John Paul II. It is the way of mercy, hence, the way of salvation. Thus, we are invited to take the way of mercy and with Jesus, put a limit on evil”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The whole text of the Holy Father’s speech, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=512
16 April 2006 – Urbi et Orbi message and Easter greetings to the peoples and the nations

VATICAN – “His resurrection becomes our resurrection, through Baptism which “incorporates” us into him”: the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in his message before the Urbi et Orbi Blessing on Easter day.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – At 12 p.m., on Easter Sunday, from the central balcony of the Vatican Basilica, before giving the Urbi et Orbi Blessing to the faithful on St. Peter’s Square and to those listening to him by radio and television, the Holy Father Benedict XVI gave his Easter Message. “Christus resurrexit!- Christ is risen!” were the first words said by Benedict XVI. “During last night’s great Vigil – the Pope continued – we relived the decisive and ever-present event of the Resurrection, the central mystery of the Christian faith. Innumerable Paschal candles were lit in churches, to symbolize the light of Christ which has enlightened and continues to enlighten humanity, conquering the darkness of sin and evil forever”. Then the Pope said: “His resurrection becomes our resurrection, through Baptism which “incorporates” us into him. The prophet Ezekiel had foretold this: “Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel” (Ez 37:12). These prophetic words take on a singular value on Easter Day, because today the Creator’s promise is fulfilled; today, even in this modern age marked by anxiety and uncertainty, we relive the event of the Resurrection, which changed the face of our life and changed the history of humanity. From the risen Christ, all those who are still oppressed by chains of suffering and death look for hope, sometimes even without knowing it”.

The Pope remembered the people who still suffer from poverty and violence in many parts of the world: in Africa the people of the Darfur, “who are living in a dramatic humanitarian situation that is no longer sustainable; to those of the Great Lakes region, where many wounds have yet to be healed”; in Iraq, where violence “continues mercilessly to claim victims”. The Pope prayed for peace for “those caught up in the conflict in the Holy Land”, and he invited “all to patient and persevering dialogue, so as to remove both ancient and new obstacles, avoiding the temptation of retaliation and educating the new generations to mutual respect”. “May the international community – Pope Benedict XVI said – which re-affirms Israel’s just right to exist in peace, assist the Palestinian people to overcome the precarious conditions in which they live and to build their future, moving towards the constitution of a state that is truly their own. May the Spirit of the Risen one enkindle a renewed enthusiastic commitment of the Countries of Latin America, so that the living conditions of millions of citizens may be improved, the deplorable scourge of kidnapping may be eradicated and democratic institutions may be consolidated in a spirit of harmony and effective solidarity. Concerning the international crises linked to nuclear power, may an honourable solution be found for all parties, through serious and honest negotiations, and may the leaders of nations and of International Organizations be strengthened in their will to achieve peaceful coexistence among different races, cultures and religions, in order to remove the threat of terrorism”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

Links:

The whole text of the Holy Father’s speech, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=513
17 April 2006 – Regina Coeli

VATICAN – The Pope says the prayer of the Regina Coeli from his residence at Castelgandolfo, “pleased to renew the most beautiful Christian proclamation: Christ is risen, Alleluia!”

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – “In the light of the Paschal Mystery, which we celebrate in the liturgy throughout this week, and to renew the most beautiful Christian proclamation:  “Christ is risen, alleluia!”. With these words Pope Benedict XVI greeted the many faithful gathered in the courtyard of the pontifical residence of Castelgandolfo to say, together with him, the prayer of the Regina Coeli on Angel Monday, immediately after Easter Sunday. Benedict XVI is at Castelgandolfo for a few days’ rest. “The typical Marian character of our meeting – the Holy Father explained – leads us to live the spiritual joy of Easter in communion with Mary Most Holy, thinking of what her joy must have been at Jesus' Resurrection. In the prayer of the Regina Coeli that we recite in place of the Angelus in this Easter Season, we address the Virgin, asking her to rejoice because the One whom she bore in her womb is risen:  "Quia quem meruisti portare, resurrexit, sicut dixit". Mary treasured in her heart the "Good News" of the Resurrection, the source and secret of the true joy and genuine peace that Christ who died and rose again won for us with his sacrifice on the Cross. Let us ask Mary to continue to guide our steps in this period of spiritual joy, just as she accompanied us during the days of the Passion, so that we may grow more and more in the knowledge and love of the Lord and become witnesses and apostles of his peace”.

Then the Holy Father reflected on “a very important anniversary:  it is 500 years, precisely on 18 April 1506, since Pope Julius II laid the foundation stone of the new St Peter's Basilica, the powerful harmony of whose structure the whole world admires. I would like to remember with gratitude the Supreme Pontiffs who desired this extraordinary edifice over the tomb of the Apostle Peter. I recall with admiration the artists who contributed with their genius to building and decorating it, and I am also grateful to the personnel of the Fabric of St Peter's, who see so well to the maintenance and preservation of such a singular masterpiece of art and faith. May the happy occasion of the 500th anniversary reawaken in all Catholics the desire to be "living stones" for the construction of the Holy Church, in which the "light of Christ" shines forth through love that is lived and witnessed to before the world”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

Links:

The whole text of the Holy Father’s speech, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=514
19 April 2006 – General Audience

Vatican – In his first general audience after Easter, Pope Benedict XVI reflected on his first year of pontificate: “I would like to thank the Lord together with you. After calling me, exactly a year ago, to serve the Church as the Successor of the Apostle Peter he never fails to assist me with his indispensable help”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – “At the beginning of today's General Audience which is taking place in the joyful atmosphere of Easter, I would like to thank the Lord together with you. After calling me, exactly a year ago, to serve the Church as the Successor of the Apostle Peter - thank you for your joy, thank you for your applause - he never fails to assist me with his indispensable help”.

With these words Pope Benedict XVI opened today’s general audience, held on St. Peter’s Square. “How quickly time passes! A year has already elapsed since the Cardinals gathered in Conclave and, in a way I found absolutely unexpected and surprising, desired to choose my poor self to succeed the late and beloved Servant of God, the great Pope John Paul II. I remember with emotion my first impact with the faithful gathered in this same Square, from the central Loggia of the Basilica, immediately after my election. That meeting is still impressed upon my mind and heart. It was followed by many others that have given me an opportunity to experience the deep truth of my words at the solemn concelebration with which I formally began to exercise my Petrine ministry:  "I too can say with renewed conviction:  I am not alone. I do not have to carry alone what in truth I could never carry alone". And I feel more and more that alone I could not carry out this task, this mission. But I also feel that you are carrying it with me:  thus, I am in a great communion and together we can go ahead with the Lord's mission. The heavenly protection of God and of the saints is an irreplaceable support to me and I am comforted by your closeness, dear friends, who do not let me do without the gift of your indulgence and your love. I offer very warm thanks to all those who in various ways support me from close at hand or follow me from afar in spirit with their affection and their prayers. I ask each one to continue to support me, praying to God to grant that I may be a gentle and firm Pastor of his Church”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

Links:

The whole text of the Holy Father’s speech, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=515
22 April 2006 – Speech to the people gathered for the pilgrimage promoted by the Society of Jesus

VATICAN – Jesuit pilgrimage to the tomb of Saint Peter. Pope Benedict XVI reflects upon the figure of Saint Francis Xavier: “he remains a reference point for the continuation of missionary activity in the great countries of the Asian Continent”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – On 22nd April 1541, Ignatius of Loyola and his first companions made their solemn vows in front of the image of Mary in the Basilica of St. Paul extra moenia. On this occasion, to commemorate the 450th anniversary of the death of Saint Ignatius of Loyola and the 500th anniversary of the birth of Saint Francis Xavier and of Blessed Peter Faber, the Society of Jesus promoted a pilgrimage to the tomb of Saint Peter. At the end of the Holy Mass celebrated by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, Secretary of State, in the Vatican Patriarchal Basilica on 22 April, the Holy Father Benedict XVI came down to the Basilica to meet the participants to the Pilgrimage. “Your visit today – the Holy Father said – gives me the opportunity to thank the Lord with you for having granted your Society the gift of men of extraordinary holiness and exceptional apostolic zeal, such as St Ignatius of Loyola, St Francis Xavier and Bl. Peter Faber. For you they are the Fathers and Founders:  it is therefore appropriate that in this centenary year you commemorate them with gratitude and look to them as enlightened and reliable guides on your spiritual journey and in your apostolic activities”.

Saint Ignatius of Loyola “was first and foremost a man of God who in his life put God, his greatest glory and his greatest service, first. He was a profoundly prayerful man Pope Benedict XVI said, exhorting the Jesuits to follow in his example in serving the Church in its most urgent and pressing necessities. “Among these, it is important in my opinion to point out your cultural commitment in the areas of theology and philosophy in which the Society of Jesus has traditionally been present, as well as the dialogue with modern culture, which, if it boasts on the one hand of the marvellous progress in the scientific field, remains heavily marked by positivist and materialist scientism”. The Holy Father then stressed another concern of Saint Ignatius: Christian education and the cultural formation of the youth. “Continue, dear Jesuits, this important apostolate, keeping the spirit of your Founder unchanged”.

“In speaking of St Ignatius – the Holy Father continued – I cannot overlook the fact that the fifth centenary of  St Francis Xavier's birth was celebrated last 7 April. Not only is their history interwoven through long years in Paris and Rome, but a single aspiration - one might say, a single passion - stirred and sustained them, even in their different human situations:  the passion for working for the ever greater glory of God-the-Trinity and for the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ to the peoples who did not know him. St Francis Xavier, whom my Predecessor Pius XI, of venerable memory, proclaimed the "Patron of Catholic Missions", saw as his own mission "opening new ways of access" to the Gospel "in the immense Continent of Asia". His apostolate in the Orient lasted barely 10 years, but in the four and half centuries that the Society of Jesus has existed it has proven wonderfully fruitful, for his example inspired a multitude of missionary vocations among young Jesuits and he remains a reference point for the continuation of missionary activity in the great countries of the Asian Continent”.

The Bl. Peter Faber, a Savoiard, worked in European countries, instead. “He was a modest, sensitive man with a profound inner life. He was endowed with the gift of making friends with people from every walk of life and consequently attracted many young men to the Society. Bl. Faber spent his short life in various European countries, especially Germany, where, at the order of Paul III, he took part in the Diets of Worms, Ratisbon and Speyer and in conversations with the leaders of the Reformation. He consequently had an exceptional opportunity to practise the special vow of obedience to the Pope "regarding the missions" and became a model to follow for all future Jesuits”. The Holy Father concluded his speech with this invocation: “May Mary continue to watch over the Society of Jesus so that every member may carry in his person the "image" of the Crucified Christ, in order to share in his Resurrection”. (S.L.) (Fides Agency)

Links:

The whole text of the Holy Father’s speech, in Italian

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=497
23 April 2006 – Regina Coeli

VATICAN- Pope Benedict XVI recalls  “the mystery of the loving mercy of God ” the centre of the Pontificate of John Paul II: “Divine Mercy is no secondary devotion, it is an integral dimension of Christian faith and  prayer ”

Vatican City (Fides Service) – The apparitions of the Risen Jesus to the disciples and devotion to Divine Mercy central to the Pontificate of Pope John Paul II were the themes illustrated by the Holy Father Benedict XVI before the recitation of the midday Marian prayer Regina Caeli with crowds of people gathered in St Peter’s Square on Sunday 23 April. “The Sunday Gospel of John tells how the Risen Jesus appeared to the disciples locked in the Upper Room on the evening "of the first day after the Sabbath" (Jn 20,19), and he showed himself to them again in the same place "eight days later" (Jn 20,26) – the Holy Father said -. From the beginning therefore the Christian community began to live a weekly rhythm marked by the encounter with the Risen Lord ”.
In both apparitions the Risen Lord showed his disciples the marks of his crucifixion: “Those sacred wounds in his hands, feet and side are an inexhaustible source of faith, hope and love from which every person may draw especially souls most thirsty for divine mercy. Considering this the servant of God John Paul II valorising the spiritual experience of a humble nun, Saint Faustina Kowalska, wished the Sunday after Easter to be dedicated in a special way to Divine Mercy; and by Divine Providence he died precisely on the eve of this very day. The mystery of the loving mercy of God was at the centre of the pontificate of my venerated Predecessor”. Pope Benedict XVI then mentioned the Encyclical “Dives in misericordia” and the new Church in Krakow dedicated in honour of Divine Mercy, and he added: “The words he pronounced on that occasion were a sort of summary of his Magisterium, underlining that the cult of divine mercy is no secondary devotion it is an integral dimension of Christian faith and prayer.”
The Holy Father then invoked the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, that all Christian may live “the fullness of Sunday as ‘the weekly Easter’, savouring the joy of the encounter with the Risen Lord and drawing from the source of his merciful love in order to be apostles of his peace”. After the Marian, Benedict XVI addressed the brothers and sisters of the Churches of the East who were celebrating Easter Sunday - “May the Risen Lord bring to all the gifts of his light and his peace ” the Pope said and made special mention of the people of Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria, victims of serious floods in recent days: “I am close to them in prayer and I sincerely hope that with the everyone’s help they will swiftly overcome these difficult times”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2006 - righe 30, parole 434)

24 April 2006 – Audience to Bishops of Ghana on Ad Limina visit 

VATICAN - May missionary zeal continue to fill you and your beloved people, strengthening you in your efforts to spread the Gospel: Pope Benedict XVI tells Catholic Bishops of Ghana on ad limina visit  
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On 24 April in the apostolic palace Pope Benedict XVI received a group of Catholic Bishops from Ghana on their five year ad limina visit: “My dear Brothers, the Pope told the Bishops, I am aware that this year is a special Jubilee for the Church in Ghana. In fact, just yesterday, April 23rd, was the Hundredth Anniversary of the arrival of missionaries in the northern part of your Country. It is my special prayer that missionary zeal will continue to fill you and your beloved people, strengthening you in your efforts to spread the Gospel”. 

“Your country has made great strides in recent years to deal with the scourge of poverty and to strengthen the economy – the Pope said in his address -  Notwithstanding this laudable progress, much still remains to be done to overcome this condition which impedes a large portion of the population. Extreme and widespread poverty often results in a general moral decline leading to crime, corruption, attacks on the sanctity of human life or even a return to the superstitious practices of the past”. In this situation the Church is called to shine “as a beacon of hope in the life of the Christian”, helping the faithful to understand better the promises of Jesus Christ, intensifying programmes of formation to help the faithful deepen their Christian faith and so take their rightful place in Christ’s Church and in society  .


The Holy Father then underlined the important mission of catechists expressing gratitude  “to the many committed men and women who selflessly serve your local Church in this way”,  “courageous messengers of the joy of Christ” despite obstacles encountered in their ministry. The Pope urged the Bishop to ensure that these evangelists “receive the spiritual, doctrinal, moral and material support they require to carry out their mission properly”. 


Remarking that half the population of Ghana is formed of young people, the Pope said “the Church must address their problems in a frank and loving way”, providing formation to help meet their needs and strengthen their Catholic identity and give them “the necessary tools to confront the challenges of changing economic realities, globalisation and disease. It will also assist them in responding to the arguments often put forward by religious sects.”. 

Another important matter on which the Pope touched in his discourse was Christian family and marriage. “Many of you are concerned about the proper celebration of Christian marriage in Ghana – Pope Benedict XVI said -.  I share your concern and therefore invite the faithful to place the Sacrament of Matrimony at the centre of their family life. While Christianity always seeks to respect the venerable traditions of cultures and peoples, it also seeks to purify those practices which are contrary to the Gospel. For this reason it is essential that the entire Catholic community continue to stress the importance of the monogamous and indissoluble union of man and woman, consecrated in holy matrimony. For the Christian, traditional forms of marriage can never be a substitute for sacramental marriage”.  

The Pope ended his address with a word on the importance of formation for priests: “The priesthood must never be seen as a way of improving one’s social standing or standard of living. If it is, then priestly gift of self and docility to God’s designs will give way to personal desires, rendering the priest ineffective and unfulfilled. I therefore encourage you in your continuous endeavours to ensure the suitability of candidates for the priesthood and to guarantee proper priestly formation for those who are studying for the sacred ministry.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/4/2006, righe 44, parole 604)

See the Pope’s address in English

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=499
26 April 2006 – General Audience 
VATICAN - The Pope’s meditation at the weekly Audience: “Tradition is not the transmission of things or words, a collection of things long dead…it is a living river which connects us to the origins, the great river which leads us to the door of eternity” – Appeal for peace on the 20th anniversary of Chernobyl

Vatican City (Fides Service) – “Communion in time: Tradition”. This was the theme Pope Benedict XVI chose for his meditation at the weekly general audience on Wednesday 27 April in St Peter’s Square. “Ecclesial Communion is brought about and sustained by the Holy Spirit and safeguarded and fostered by the apostolic ministry– the Pope explained -. This communion, that we call Church, extends not only to all believers at one certain moment in time, it embraces all times and all generations”. Through the Holy Spirit “the experience of the Risen Lord lived by the first apostolic community when the Church began can be lived again and again by later generations, because it is transmitted and made present in the faith, worship and communion of the pilgrim People of God… This transmission of the treasures of redemption, which renders the Christian community the ongoing actualisation, through the power of the Spirit, of that original communion, is the apostolic Tradition of the Church”. 

The Holy Father then explained that “we refer to it in this way because it was born of the testimony of the Apostles and the disciples in the very beginning, it was handed on under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in the writings of the New Testament and in the sacramental life, in the life of faith, and to it -  to this Tradition, which is the whole always relevant reality of the gift of Jesus – the Church continually refers as its foundation and its rule through uninterrupted succession in the apostolic ministry”.

The Risen Jesus entrusted explicitly to the Apostles the task of making disciples of all nations, promising his presence and help to the end of time. “The universal nature of redemption requires, besides, that the memorial of Easter be celebrated without interruption in history until Christ returns in glory”. This making present the saving presence of the Lord Jesus through the ministry of the apostles and the whole life of the people of the New Covenant is the action of the Holy Spirit. “Through the working of the Paraclete the Apostles and their successors are able to contnue in time the mission received from the Lord … It is therefore the Holy Spirit which, through the laying on of hands and the prayer of the Apostles, consecrates and sends new missionaries of the Gospel ”. The Holy Father then said “in times of solemn decision in the life of the Church, the Spirit is present to guide her ” and he continued: “This continual bringing about the active presence of the Lord Jesus in his people, the work of the Holy Spirit expressed in the Church by means of the apostolic ministry and fraternal communion, is what, in the theological sense, is meant by the term Tradition: it is not simply the material transmission of what was given in the beginning to the Apostles, it is the effective presence of the Lord Jesus, crucified and risen, who accompanies and guides in the Spirit the community he has gathered together”. “ Tradition is the communion of the faithful around their legitimate Bishops in the course of history, a communion which the Holy Spirit nourishes, guaranteeing the link between the experience of apostolic faith lived by the community of the first disciples and the present day experience of Christ in his Church…Thanks to Tradition, guaranteed by the ministry of the Apostles and their successors, the water of life gushing from the side of Christ and his saving blood reach the men and women of every era. Therefore Tradition is the continual presence of the Saviour who comes to meet us, to redeem us and sanctify us in the Spirit through the ministry of his Church to the glory of the Father”. Concluding his meditation the Holy Father summarised his teaching: “Tradition is not the transmission of things or words, a collection of things long dead. Tradition is a living river which connects us to the origins, the living river in which the origins are present, the great river which leads us to the door of eternity”.At the end of the audience the Pope made the following appeal: “Today marks the 20th anniversary of the tragic accident at Chernobyl nuclear power station. On this occasion I feel the duty to express deep appreciation to families, associations, civil administrations and Christian communities which in these twenty years organised accommodation and treatment for people, children especially suffering the consequences of that painful event. As once again we pray for the victims of this tragedy of such wide impact, for those who bear the scars of it on their bodies, we ask the Lord to enlighten those responsible for the future of humanity that with a united effort all energy may be put at the service of peace, with respect for the needs of humanity and nature.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2006, righe 53, parole 754) 

See the Pope’s address 

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=501
28 April 2006 - Telegramme of sympathy for Italian troops killed in Nassiriya, Iraq
VATICAN - The Pope sends telegramme of sympathy for Italian troops killed in Nassiriya, Iraq: “firm condemnation for yet another act of violence in Iraq which is another obstacle on the path to harmony and recovery of that tormented country.”

Vatican City  (Fides Service) – The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI , through the Holy See’s secretary of state Cardinal Angelo Sodano, addressed to the Military Ordinary for Italy Archbishop Angelo Bagnasco, a telegramme of sympathy for the victims of an attack on 27 April on an Italian military vehicle in Nassiriya in Iraq. Here is the text of the telegramme:

“Learning with deep sadness the news of attack in Nassiriya in which Italian military and a Rumanian soldier were killed while generously on a mission of peace, Supreme Pontiff expresses firm condemnation for yet another act of violence in Iraq which is a fresh obstacle on the path to harmony and the recovery of that tormented country. His Holiness assures his spiritual closeness to the families of those killed struck by such grief, the Armed Forces, Italian and Rumanian, and respective national communities, as well as fervent prayers for the souls of the young lives so brusquely ended, invoking God’s comfort for those who mourn this tragic loss and imparting to all a special Apostolic Blessing especially upon the wounded and all those, civilians and military, involved in service to that sorely tried people”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2006 righe 15, parole 200) 
VERBA PONTIFICIS

God is at hand
"Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end" (Jn 13: 1). 
God loves his creature, man; he even loves him in his fall and does not leave him to himself. He loves him to the end. He is impelled with his love to the very end, to the extreme:  he came down from his divine glory. He cast aside the raiment of his divine glory and put on the garb of a slave. He came down to the extreme lowliness of our fall. He kneels before us and carries out for us the service of a slave:  he washes our dirty feet so that we might be admitted to God's banquet and be made worthy to take our place at his table - something that on our own we neither could nor would ever be able to do. God is not a remote God, too distant or too great to be bothered with our trifles. Since God is great, he can also be concerned with small things. Since he is great, the soul of man, the same man, created through eternal love, is not a small thing but great, and worthy of God's love. God's holiness is not merely an incandescent power before which we are obliged to withdraw, terrified. It is a power of love and therefore a purifying and healing power. God descends and becomes a slave, he washes our feet so that we may come to his table. In this, the entire mystery of Jesus Christ is expressed. In this, what redemption means becomes visible. The basin in which he washes us is his love, ready to face death. Only love has that purifying power which washes the grime from us and elevates us to God's heights. The basin that purifies us is God himself, who gives himself to us without reserve - to the very depths of his suffering and his death. He is ceaselessly this love that cleanses us; in the sacraments of purification - Baptism and the Sacrament of Penance - he is continually on his knees at our feet and carries out for us the service of a slave, the service of purification, making us capable of God. His love is inexhaustible, it truly goes to the very end.(13 April 2006 – Homily  “Holy Thursday”) 
Education
“Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, with a quick glance at the "old" Continent it is easy to see the cultural challenges that Europe faces today, since it is committed to rediscovering its own identity, which is not exclusively economic or political. The basic question today, as in the past, remains the anthropological question:  What is man? Where does he come from? Where must he go? How must he go? In other words, it is a matter of clarifying the conception of the human being on which new projects are based. And you are rightly asking yourselves which human being, which image of man, does the university intend to serve:  an individual withdrawn into the defence of his own interests, a single perspective of interests, a materialistic perspective, or a person who is open to solidarity with others in the search for the true meaning of existence, which must be a common meaning that transcends the individual? We also wonder what the relationship between the human person, science and technology is. If in the 19th and 20th centuries, technology made amazing progress, at the beginning of the 21st century, further steps were taken:  technology also took charge, thanks to computer science, of part of our mental processes, with consequences that involve our way of thinking and can condition our very freedom. It must be forcefully stated that the human being cannot and must not ever be sacrificed to the success of science and technology:  this is why the so-called "anthropological question" assumes its full importance. For us, the heirs of the humanist tradition founded on Christian values, this question should be faced in the light of the inspiring principles of our civilisation, which found in European universities authentic laboratories for research and for deepening knowledge. (1 April 2006 – Audience to participants Seminar on "The Cultural Heritage and Academic Values of the European University and the Attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area”) 
“From the biblical conception of man Europe drew the best of its humanistic culture", John Paul II noted in his Post-Synodal Exhortation Ecclesia in Europa, "and, not least, advanced the dignity of the person as a subject of inalienable rights" (n. 25). Thus, "the Church", my venerable Predecessor added, "helped to spread and consolidate those values which have made European culture universal" (ibid.). 
But man cannot understand himself fully if he ignores God. This is the reason why, at the time when the Europe of the third millennium is being built, the religious dimension of human existence cannot be neglected. 

Here the special role of the university emerges as a scientific universe that is not merely limited to various specialisations:  in the current situation the university is required not to stop at teaching or imparting technical and professional knowledge, which are very important disciplines but do not suffice, for it must also undertake to play an attentive educational role at the service of the new generations, making use of the legacy of ideals and values that marked the past millenniums. Thus, universities will be able to help Europe to preserve and rediscover its "soul", revitalising the Christian roots that brought it into being. (1 April 2006 - Audience to participants at Seminar on "The Cultural Heritage and Academic Values of the European University and the Attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area”) 
World Youth Day
“Brothers and sisters, in a short while a delegation of German youth will consign the World Youth Day Cross to their Australian peers. It is the Cross that beloved John Paul II entrusted to youth in 1984 so that they would bring this sign of Christ's love for humanity into the world. I greet Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Archbishop of Cologne, and Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, who wished to be present during this very significant moment. The passing on of the Cross after every World Youth Day gathering has become a "tradition" in the true sense of the word traditio, a highly symbolic consignment to be lived with great faith, making the effort to fulfil a journey of conversion following in the footsteps of Jesus. 
This faith is taught to us by Mary Most Holy, who was the first "to believe" and who carried her own cross together with her Son, experiencing with him the joy of the Resurrection. This is why the Youth Day Cross is accompanied by an icon of the Virgin, an image of Mary, Salus Populi Romani, venerated in the Basilica of St Mary Major, the most ancient Basilica of the West dedicated to the Blessed Mother. The Cross and the Marian Icon of the World Youth Days, after having made stops in some countries of Africa to manifest Christ's closeness and that of his Mother to the people of that Continent, tried by great suffering, will be welcomed in different regions of Oceania beginning this February. It will travel through the Dioceses of Australia and will finally reach Sydney in July 2008. It is a spiritual pilgrimage that involves the entire Christian community, especially young people.”. (9 April 2006 - Angelus) 
John Paul II

“On 2 April last year, just as today, in these very hours and here in this very apartment, beloved Pope John Paul II was living the last stage of his earthly pilgrimage, a pilgrimage of faith, love and hope which left a profound mark on the history of the Church and of humanity. His agony and death constitute, as it were, an extension of the Easter Triduum. We all remember the images of his last Way of the Cross on Good Friday:  being unable to go to the Colosseum, he followed it in his Private Chapel, a cross in his hands. Then, on Easter morning he imparted the Urbi et Orbi Blessing, unable to speak, solely with the gesture of his hand. Let us never forget that Blessing. It was the most heartfelt and moving Blessing which he left us as the last testimony of his desire to carry out his ministry to the very end. John Paul II died as he had always lived, inspired by the indomitable courage of faith, abandoning himself to God and entrusting himself to Mary Most Holy. This evening we will commemorate him with a Marian Prayer Vigil in St Peter's Square, where tomorrow afternoon we will celebrate Mass for him. (2 April 2006 - Angelus) 

“A year after his departure from this earth to the Father's house, we can ask ourselves:  what did this great Pope who led the Church into the third millennium leave us? His legacy is immense but the message of his very long Pontificate can be summed up well in the words he chose to inaugurate it, here in St Peter's Square on 22 October 1978:  "Open wide the doors to Christ!" John Paul II incarnated this unforgettable appeal, which I feel resounding within me as if it were yesterday, in the whole of himself and in the whole of his mission as Successor of Peter, especially with his extraordinary programme of Apostolic Journeys. In visiting the countries of the entire world, meeting the crowds, the Ecclesial Communities, the Heads of Government, Religious Leaders and various social realities, he was making, as it were, a great gesture to confirm his initial words. He always proclaimed Christ, presenting him to everyone, as did the Second Vatican Council, as an answer to man's expectations, expectations of freedom, justice and peace. Christ is the Redeemer of man, he was fond of repeating, the one genuine Saviour of every person and the entire human race.(2 April 2006 - Angelus)
“In his last years, the Lord gradually stripped him of everything, to make him fully resemble him. And when henceforth he could no longer travel or even walk, or finally even speak, his gesture, his proclamation, was reduced to the essential:  to the gift of himself to the very end. His death was the fulfilment of a consistent witness of faith that moved the hearts of so many people of good will. John Paul II departed from us on a Saturday dedicated especially to Mary, for whom he had always had a filial devotion. Let us now ask the heavenly Mother of God to help us treasure what this great Pope gave and taught us. (2 April 2006 - Angelus) 
“A year has already passed since the death of the Servant of God John Paul II at this very moment - it was 9: 37 p.m. - but his memory lives on, more alive than ever, as is testified to by the many events scheduled to take place in these days throughout the world. He continues to be present in our minds and hearts; he continues to communicate to us his love for God and his love for man; he continues to inspire in one and all, and especially in the young, enthusiasm for good and the courage to follow Jesus and his teachings. ”. (2 April 2006 - Marian vigil in commemoration of John Paul II) 
How can we sum up the life and evangelical witness of this great Pontiff? I will attempt to do so by using two words:  "fidelity" and "dedication", total fidelity to God and unreserved dedication to his mission as Pastor of the universal Church. Fidelity and dedication appeared even more convincing and moving in his final months, when he embodied in himself what he wrote in 1984 in the Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris:  "Suffering is present in the world in order to release love, in order to give birth to works of love towards neighbour, in order to transform the whole of human civilization into a "civilization of love'" (n. 30). His courageously-faced illness made everyone more attentive to human suffering, to all physical and spiritual pain; he gave dignity and value to suffering, witnessing that the human being's value does not depend on his efficiency or appearance but on himself, because he was created and loved by God. With his words and gestures, the dear John Paul II never tired of pointing out to the world that if a person allows himself to be embraced by Christ, he does not repress the riches of his humanity; if he adheres to Christ with all his heart, he will never lack anything. On the contrary, the encounter with Christ makes our lives more impassioned. Precisely because he drew ever closer to God in prayer, contemplation and love for Truth and Beauty, our beloved Pope was able to become the travelling companion of each one of us and even to speak authoritatively to those who had nothing to do with the Christian faith. (2 April 2006 - Marian vigil in commemoration of John Paul II) 

“This evening, the first anniversary of his return to the Father's House, we are invited to accept anew the spiritual legacy he has bequeathed to us; we are urged, among other things, to live by seeking tirelessly the Truth that alone brings relief to our hearts. We are encouraged not to be afraid to follow Christ in order to bring everyone the Gospel proclamation which is the leaven of a more fraternal and supportive humanity. May John Paul II help us from Heaven to continue on our way, remaining docile disciples of Jesus in order to be, as he himself loved to repeat to young people, "dawn watchmen" at the beginning of this third Christian millennium. For this, let us call on Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, for whom he always felt a tender devotion. ”. (2 April 2006 – Marian vigil in commemoration of John Paul II) 
Mission
“Dear young people, may I repeat to you what I said to your peers gathered at Cologne in August last year:  those who have discovered Christ must bring others to him too, given that a great joy should not be kept for oneself but passed on. This is the task to which the Lord calls you; this is the "apostolate of friendship" that St Josemaría, Founder of Opus Dei, described as "a "personal' friendship, self-sacrificing and sincere:  face to face, heart to heart" (Furrow, n. 191). Every Christian is asked to be a friend of God and with God's grace, attract his own friends to him. In this way, apostolic love becomes an authentic passion that is expressed in communicating to others the happiness to be found in Jesus. Again, it is St Josemaría who reminds you of some key words in your spiritual itinerary:  "Communion, union, conversation, confidence:  Word, Bread, Love" (The Way, n. 535), the important words that express the essential milestones on our way. If you cultivate friendship with Jesus, if you are diligent in receiving the sacraments, and especially the Sacraments of Penance and the Eucharist, you will be able to become the "new generation of apostles anchored firmly in the Word of Christ, capable of responding to the challenges of our times and prepared to spread the Gospel far and wide"

" (Message for 21st  World Youth Day)”. (10 April 2006 – Audience to participants at 39th UNIV Meeting) 

Priests 

“Holy Thursday is the day on which the Lord gave the Twelve the priestly task of celebrating, in the bread and the wine, the Sacrament of his Body and Blood until he comes again. The paschal lamb and all the sacrifices of the Old Covenant are replaced by the gift of his Body and his Blood, the gift of himself. Thus, the new worship was based on the fact that, in the first place, God makes a gift to us, and, filled with this gift, we become his:  creation returns to the Creator. So it is that the priesthood also became something new:  it was no longer a question of lineage but of discovering oneself in the mystery of Jesus Christ. He is always the One who gives, who draws us to himself. He alone can say:  "This is my Body... this is my Blood". The mystery of the priesthood of the Church lies in the fact that we, miserable human beings, by virtue of the Sacrament, can speak with his "I":  in persona Christi. He wishes to exercise his priesthood through us. On Holy Thursday, we remember in a special way this moving mystery, which moves us anew in every celebration of the Sacrament. So that daily life will not dull what is great and mysterious, we need this specific commemoration, we need to return to that hour in which he placed his hands upon us and made us share in this mystery.”. (13 April 2006 – Homily Chrism Mass ) 
“Being a priest means becoming an ever closer friend of Jesus Christ with the whole of our existence. The world needs God - not just any god but the God of Jesus Christ, the God who made himself flesh and blood, who loved us to the point of dying for us, who rose and created within himself room for man. This God must live in us and we in him. This is our priestly call:  only in this way can our action as priests bear fruit. I would like to end this Homily with a word on Andrea Santoro, the priest from the Diocese of Rome who was assassinated in Trebizond while he was praying. Cardinal Cé recounted to us during the Spiritual Exercises what Fr Santoro said. It reads:  "I am here to dwell among these people and enable Jesus to do so by lending him my flesh.... One becomes capable of salvation only by offering one's own flesh. The evil in the world must be borne and the pain shared, assimilating it into one's own flesh as did Jesus". Jesus assumed our flesh; let us give him our own. In this way he can come into the world and transform it. Amen!” (13 April 2006 – Homily  Chrism Mass)
St Francis Xavier

“On the 7th of April we shall celebrate the 500th anniversary of the birth of Saint Francis Xavier, the great Jesuit missionary who proclaimed the Gospel in the Asian lands, opening many doors to Christ. I join in the celebration, thanking the Lord for this great gift to his Church. I sent Cardinal Antonio Maria Ruoco to preside over the celebrations at the Shrine of Xavier in Navarra, in Spain. I join him and all the pilgrims who will go to this holy missionary place. In contemplating the figure of Saint Francis Xavier, we all feel called to pray for those who devote their lives to the mission of evangelisation, proclaiming the beauty of the saving message of Jesus”. (5 April 2006 – General Audience)
Holy Week

“To understand what happens on Palm Sunday and to know what this means, not only for that hour but for all time, one detail has proved to be important; it also became the key to understanding the event for his disciples too, when they looked back after Easter with new eyes at those tumultuous days. Jesus entered the Holy City riding on a donkey, that is, the animal of the simple, common country people, and moreover, it was an ass that did not belong to him but one he had asked to borrow for the occasion. He did not arrive in an ostentatious royal carriage or on horseback like the great figures of the world, but on a borrowed donkey. John tells us that at first the disciples did not understand his action. Only after Easter did they realize that Jesus, by so acting, was fulfilling what the prophets had foretold:  that his action derived from God's Word and was bringing it to fulfilment. It should be remembered, John said, that in the Book of the Prophet Zechariah we read:  "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on the colt of an ass" (Jn 12: 15; cf. Zec 9: 9). To understand the significance of the prophecy and, consequently, of Jesus' behaviour, we must listen to the whole of Zechariah's text, which continues thus:  "He shall banish the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem; the warrior's bow shall be banished, and he shall proclaim peace to the nations. His dominion will be from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth" (cf. 9: 10). With that, the Prophet says three things about the future king. (9 April 2006 – Homily for Palm Sunday) “All three characteristics announced by the Prophet - poverty, peace, universality - are summed up in the sign of the Cross. Therefore, with good reason, the Cross has become the centre of the World Youth Days. There was a time - and it has not yet been completely surmounted - in which Christianity was rejected precisely because of the Cross. The Cross speaks of sacrifice, it was said, the Cross is the sign of the denial of life. Instead, we want life in its entirety, without restrictions and without sacrifices. We want to live, all we want is to live. Let us not allow ourselves to be limited by precepts and prohibitions; we want richness and fullness - this is what was said and is still being said. All this sounds convincing and seductive; it is the language of the serpent that says to us:  "Do not be afraid! Quietly eat the fruit of all the trees in the garden!". Palm Sunday, however, tells us that the great "Yes" is precisely the Cross, that the Cross itself is the true tree of life. We do not find life by possessing it, but by giving it. Love is a gift of oneself, and for this reason it is the way of true life symbolized by the Cross. Today, the Cross that was recently the focus of the World Youth Day in Cologne is being consigned to a special delegation so that it may begin the journey to Sydney, where in 2008 the youth of the world are planning to meet again around Christ to build with him the Kingdom of peace. From Cologne to Sydney - a journey across continents and cultures, a journey through a world torn and tormented by violence! Symbolically, it is like the journey the prophet pointed out from sea to sea, from the river to the ends of the earth. It is the journey of the One who, in the sign of the Cross, gives us peace and makes us become messengers of reconciliation and of his peace. I thank the young people who will now carry this Cross, in which we can as it were touch the mystery of Jesus on the highways of the world. Let us pray that at the same time, it will touch us and open our hearts, so that by following his Cross we will become messengers of his love and his peace. Amen.”. (9 April 2006 – Homily Palm Sunday) 
Suffering
“May the Spirit of the Risen one, in particular, bring relief and security in Africa to the peoples of Darfur, who are living in a dramatic humanitarian situation that is no longer sustainable; to those of the Great Lakes region, where many wounds have yet to be healed; to the peoples of the Horn of Africa, of the Ivory Coast, Uganda, Zimbabwe and other nations which aspire to reconciliation, justice and progress. In Iraq, may peace finally prevail over the tragic violence that continues mercilessly to claim victims. I also pray sincerely that those caught up in the conflict in the Holy Land may find peace, and I invite all to patient and persevering dialogue, so as to remove both ancient and new obstacles. May the international community, which re-affirms Israel’s just right to exist in peace, assist the Palestinian people to overcome the precarious conditions in which they live and to build their future, moving towards the constitution of a state that is truly their own. May the Spirit of the Risen one enkindle a renewed enthusiastic commitment of the Countries of Latin America, so that the living conditions of millions of citizens may be improved, the deplorable scourge of kidnapping may be eradicated and democratic institutions may be consolidated in a spirit of harmony and effective solidarity. Concerning the international crises linked to nuclear power, may an honourable solution be found for all parties, through serious and honest negotiations, and may the leaders of nations and of International Organizations be strengthened in their will to achieve peaceful coexistence among different races, cultures and religions, in order to remove the threat of terrorism”. (16 April 2006 – Message Urbi et Orbi) 

INTERVENTUS SUPER QUAESTIONES

Mission
Beijing – “Ten years of priesthood have been long journey amidst many difficulties, temptations and challenges. But they have also been ten years of giving thanks to the Lord for choosing me and helping me overcome obstacles and difficulties”. These are the words of one of 7 priests in Beijing who recently celebrated the 10th anniversary of their ordination at Ping Fang parish in the suburbs of  Beijing. With the seven, twelve other priests concelebrated and hundreds of people were present for the Mass. Commenting the event, one local Catholic said: “We are proud of them. In a world of consumerism and easy success these young men have spent most of the last 10 years evangelising in rural areas where there are no commodities, or wealthy Catholics or easily earned applause. Life must be anything but easy for them. Obviously they are sustained by the Lord, drawing strength from prayer and an intense spiritual life”. As the priest said in his homily  “this 10th  anniversary of the ordination of these 7 brothers is also an opportunity to  encourage vocations and to consolidate the path of our brother priests”. (Agenzia Fides 05/04/2006  Righe: 17  Parole: 217) 

Francis Xavier 

Navarra – This morning at Javier Castel in Navarra, Spain special envoy of Pope Benedict XVI Cardinal Antonio María Rouco Varela archbishop of Madrid, presided a solemn concelebration of the Eucharist  to mark the 5th anniversary of the birth of St Francis Xavier in the presence of the King and Queen of Spain. Concelebrants included various cardinals and bishops, the Archbishop of Pamplona, the Papal Nuncio in Spain and the prepositor general of the Society of Jesus.  


In his homily the Cardinal recalled that Francis Xavier  “left an indelible mark on the history of both the Church and humanity for having carried the name of Jesus and the symbol of the Cross to new worlds and promoting the theological concept of the dignity of the human person, image of God, a free individual, with inviolable rights, called to help fulfil the plan of God’s love”. The Cardinal said Francis Xavier “incarnated radical obedience to the Lord’s mandate to his apostles: Go, make disciples of all nations!”.  


What was the spiritual key to Francis’ vocation, the Cardinal asked. “For Francis as for Paul preaching was not a motive for pride, instead it was an insuppressible existential need”. He was concerned above all for the “treasures of the Gospel”. He was concerned for souls “his own and all souls”; he wanted “Christ and his definitive victory over death through the Cross”, to be known and so he “consumed his young life to spread the deeply transforming knowledge of the Cross to the ends of the earth”; he wanted “every man and women to be saved” and he worked “to carry the Christian faith to as many people as possible, striving tirelessly to reach the most remote areas where the Good News had yet to be heard”. Cardinal Rouco Varela underlined the need to “rediscover the soul in the personal life of every Christian in the light of the Good News of Jesus Christ”, and also to restore the soul to society in Spain and the rest of Europe because without soul it will be “difficult to open to a future of life, justice, solidarity and peace."   


The Pope’s special envoy concluded his homily entrusting to the Blessed Virgin Mary “the Church and her mission at the service of love” which is “the best thing the Church and her bishops can offer the world for a future of freedom, justice and solidarity  and peace!” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2006 – Righe 30, parole 430)  

Navarra - “In a letter for the 500th anniversary of the birth of St Francis Xavier     the Archbishop of Pamplona Fernando Sebastián described the main celebrations on April 7th in Javier the birth place of the great missionary as  “a great demonstration of recognition and  gratitude for our saint”.


In his letter, entitled “500 years”, the archbishop said “St Francis Xavier was God’s great gift to Navarra, the universal Church and to all humanity”. “From the moment of his conversion Saint Francis was first and foremost an enthusiastic disciple of Jesus Christ .... It was the total and radical dedication of his life to following Christ and serving the Church that made him truly great and universal and earned him the admiration and veneration of all Christians”.   


The archbishop said recognition of this great figure was the reason for the Jubilee Year organised by the archdiocese as a time of “prayer and renewal”. Many initiatives in Javier the archbishop said, “demonstrate the love and devotion with which the people of Navarra regard their patron Saint, their honour, model and intercessor”.   


The Archbishop concluded his pastoral letter encouraging people to live celebrations of 7 April with spiritual intensity under the protection of St Francis Xavier “faith and Christian life harmony and prosperity... spiritual renewal of Christians, peace between East and West". (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2006 – Righe 22, parole 267)  

QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Lecturn”
Vatican City (Fides Service) – In the liturgical space of the sanctuary each piece of furniture is actually a  “place” of encounter between God and his people. This is what Sacrosanctum Concilium says at paragraph. 7: “Christ is present in His word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the holy scriptures are read in the Church”. In fact the Lecturn is the place where Christ shows himself to his people as Word of God. This is why the Lecturn has always been monumental as the word itself indicates (from the Greek anabáino, to ascend) which qualifies it as a high place well in sight.

In the Book of Nehemiah (8, 1-6) we read that after the return from exile to proclaim the Law “Esdra the scribe stood on a wooden platform which had been built for the occasion”. It would seem that furniture for the reading of the Bible in Jewish synagogues were the origin of lecturns in early Christian and Mediaeval churches, sort of marble stands one of two of them, with one or two flights of stairs, a lecturn and at times a canopy, often delimited by a space inside the Hall destined for lectors and cantors  (cfr in Rome the basilicas of St Clement and St Sabina).

In southern Italy many medieval lecturns are flanked by a Paschal Candle of monumental dimensions to indicate the place of the announcement of the resurrection on Easter night (the Exultet hymn). This is why the Lecturn is also identified with the empty Tomb of Christ and this paschal symbology is confirmed by its frequent appearance in images portraying the resurrection of Christ (cycle of Jona). In a number of churches in northern Italy and other regions of Europe lecturns were part of bridges and screens separating the sanctuary from the hall and were given great importance until such structures were eliminated in the 15th-16th centuries to render the altar and tabernacle more visible. In the late Middle Ages with the birth of Orders of preachers and especially in the Tridentine period, the lecturn was replaced with a pulpit placed half way up the hall and used only for preaching, whereas the mass readings were ‘read’ at the altar by the priest, in cornu Epistolae and in cornu Evangelii.

The reform of Vatican II which restored to its former importance to the proclamation of the Word of God, led to a re-thinking of the Lecturn in the liturgical space. The General Introduction to the Roman Missal says: “The importance of the Word demands that in the Church there should be a suitable place for its proclamation and towards which the faithful spontaneously direct their attention during the liturgy of the Word” (n. 309).

The position of the Lecturn therefore must be close to the assembly, within or outside the sanctuary; to one side, it must be set in relation to the seat and the altar of which it should not hide the priority and centrality; it should allow the procession and incensing of the Book of the Gospels, and positioning of candles; it should be functional for the proclamation of the Word and should be placed so the ministers are easily seen and heard by the assembly. 

It must be a noble object, an eloquent sign of the Word even when the latter is not being proclaimed: so it should be a permanent monumental and artistic fixture, built in suitable material, (stone, marble, bronze but also wood etc.). The decoration can also contribute to the splendour of the Lecturn: whether it represents the Prophets or the Evangelists, or images of the Lord’s resurrection, iconography should be simple and essential. During the Easter Season a Paschal Candle may be placed next to the lecturn: the paschal candlestick should be truly fitting .

From the Lecturn are proclaimed only the readings, the responsorial psalm and the Easter Exultet hymn or announcement; except for the homily and the bidding prayers, no other reading or announcement may be given from this point. It is advisable that the Lecturn be used only by ordained ministers and instituted readers. ( Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. (Agenzia Fides 4/4/2006, righe 52, parole 668)

VATICAN - Planning and building God’s house. Contribution by Bishop Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. “The Baptistery”
Vatican City (Fides Service). “The Baptistery” – Excavations in the oldest Domus Ecclesiae  in Doura Europos (Syria), dating to the mid-third century, brought to light a room used for the celebration of the Eucharist and another one, smaller but entirely decorated, used for Baptism. The separation of these two spaces remained after Constantine’s peace when next to the basilicas a Baptistery was built usually one only and connected with the cathedral. In the West the first known Baptisteries are found in Rome at St John’s in the Lateran and in Milan adjacent to the Cathedral of Saint Tecla. The diffused but not exclusive octagonal shape derived from mausoleums or public baths alludes to the day of the Resurrection, the first day after the Sabbath and is therefore a reference to Christ.
In the baptistery on Easter Night catechumens were immersed in water and then emerged from it to indicate that Christians “in baptism are buried with Christ in death that they may rise again with him in the glory of the Father and walk in a new life” (Rom 6, 3-4). The baptismal Font is therefore a grave from which to rise again, a maternal womb from which to be reborn  (cfr Jn 3, 3-6), a bath for purification and a place of illumination. After receiving baptism and confirmation,  “neophytes” were admitted into the church to take part in the Eucharist for the first time.

When in the Middle Ages the custom of adult baptism was dropped baptisteries disappeared, the Rite was shortened and Baptism was celebrated at any time of the year. Although many Renaissance and Baroque Fonts were monumental of great artistic value (St Peter’s Basilica, St Mary Major’s in Rome), on the whole they became smaller and took the form of a stone bowl with a wooden lid calling to mind the eucharistic pyx. Placed either in a chapel or close to the church door, they contained holy water which is not ‘live’ since theology highlighted more the aspect of baptism which washes away original sin rather than that of birth to new life.

The Sacrosanctum Concilium 64-71, with the reintroduction of the catechumenate and the revision of the rites for the baptism of adults and that of children, established that the water should be blessed at every celebration of the Sacrament (except during the Easter Season) and asked for the construction and position of the Font to be reconsidered. The old custom of a baptistery on its own was replaced with a baptismal space connected with the hall with the Font placed in the porch or close to the door to indicate the liminal nature of baptism in relation to Christian life, or in any case in a different place to the sanctuary. This liturgical pole should be placed in such a way as to clearly show the connection with other poles foreseen by the Rite (entrance, lecturn, altar) and to allow movement.

The baptismal Font should express the mystery which takes place therein (birth to new life, washing, enlightening). This is why its shape and decoration should be well meditated and entrusted to artists of value. The Font should be preferably of marble or stone with running water, hot and cold, to permit immersion at least of children. The Paschal Candle should stand on a worthy candle-stand next to the Font (except during the Easter Season when the former stands in the sanctuary). Nearby there should be a sacrarium in which to preserve the sacred oils. The importance of the Font demands good lighting, natural and artificial.

With regard to the iconographic programme, the readings included for the Rite offer a wide selection of  “figures” of baptism from the Old Testament and baptismal episodes from the Acts of the Apostles. Traditional images of the Baptism of Jesus are highly recommended for the theophanic value of the mystery of Christ who with the incarnation took the whole of humanity on himself in order to redeem it with his cross and resurrection. ( Mauro Piacenza, President of the Pontifical Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church. (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2006, righe 50, parole 669)
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