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 FIDES Service- 31 August 2005

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE
Instrumentum mensis Augusti pro lectura Magisterii 

Summi Pomtifici Benedicti XVI, pro evangelizatione 

in terris missionum

Annus I – Numerus V, Augustus A.D. MMV

The 20th World Youth Day in Cologne was at the heart of the teaching of Benedict XVI in the month of August. The Day was the chance for the first Apostolic journey of Benedict XVI outside the walls of the Vatican and to his homeland. The Day was devoted entirely to the topic of adoration, as signified by the title of the event: “We have come to worship him” (Mt 2,2). The Pope proposed the Eucharist and Eucharistic adoration to the young people as the centre of Christian life, the focus of the life of the believers every day. The meetings of Benedict XVI with the representatives of the different Christian denominations in Germany, with the Jews and the Muslims were particularly significant. In these meetings, the Holy Father stressed once again the inspiring principles of a correct ecumenical dialogue, which must never betray the truth, which is Jesus Christ. Once again the Pope pointed out the commitments he engaged in at the beginning of his Pontificate: “to continue with great vigour on the path towards improved relations and friendship with the Jewish People”, “to take on as his primary task the duty to work tirelessly to rebuild the full and visible unity of all Christ's followers”, the necessity to continue “the interreligious and intercultural dialogue between Christians and Muslims […] it is in fact a vital necessity, on which in large measure our future depends”.

“From the heart of the “old” Europe – the Pope said during the first general audience after the journey to Cologne with the words he said for the final homily at the World Youth Day – which unfortunately experienced in the past century horrendous conflicts and inhuman regimes, the young people have relaunched for the humanity of our time the message of hope that does not disappoint, for it is based on the Word of God made flesh in Jesus Christ, who died and rose for our salvation. In Cologne, the young people encountered and adored Emmanuel, God-with-us, in the mystery of the Eucharist, and they came to understand better that the Church is the great family through which God creates a space of communion and unity between every continent, culture and race, a family vaster than the world that knows limits and boundaries; a "great band of pilgrims", so to speak, who walk together with Christ, guided by him, the bright star that illumines history. Jesus makes himself our travelling companion in the Eucharist”.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

31 July 2005 – Angelus

3 August 2005 – General Audience

7 August 2005 – Angelus

10 August 2005 – General Audience

14 August 2005 – Angelus

15 August 2005 –  Homily during the Holy Mass at the parish church of Castel Gandolfo

15 August 2005 – Angelus

17 August 2005 – General Audience

18 August 2005 – Speech at the airport of Cologne

18 August 2005 – Speech to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the river Rhine

18 August 2005 – Speech in front of the Cathedral of Cologne

19 August 2005 – Speech during the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne

19 August 2005 – Homily to the seminarians at the church of St. Pantaleon at Cologne

19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the different Christian denominations in Germany

20 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of some Muslim communities

20 August 2005 –  Homily during the Vigil on the Marienfeld esplanade at Cologne

21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass of the 20th World Youth Day

21 August 2005 – Angelus

21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops

24 August 2005 – General Audience

27 August 2005 – Angelus

31 August 2005 – General Audience

· VERBA PONTIFICIS 

Adoration - Eucharist

Dialogue with the various Christian denominations

Dialogue Jews

Dialogue Muslims

Dignity

Trust in the Lord

Young people

John Paul II

Mission

Peace

Saints

Seminary

Virgin Mary

· QUAESTIONES

The first interview given by Pope Benedict XVI to Radio Vaticana.

Synthesis interventuum

31 July 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI invites “the young believers from all over the world” to the World Youth Day, “also those who will be unable to take part in this extraordinary ecclesial event, to join forces in a common spiritual pilgrimage”.

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Agency) – “After the days I spent in the mountains in the Aosta Valley, I am glad to be with you today, dear people of Castel Gandolfo, who are always so hospitable to the Pope. I greet you all with affection, starting with the Bishop of Albano, the Parish Priests and the other Priests of Castel Gandolfo. I greet the Mayor, the Municipal Board and the other Authorities present, and extend my affectionate thoughts to the Director and Staff of the Pontifical Villas, as well as to the entire population of this delightful and peaceful little town. I offer an especially warm greeting to the pilgrims from so many places who have come to pay me a visit. It is my first summer stay here in Castel Gandolfo: I thank you for your festive welcome last Thursday, which you are repeating today”. These are the words Benedict XVI said in the speech before the Sunday Angelus from Castel Gandolfo, the first after the time of rest at Les Combes, in Valle D’Aosta.

Afterwards Benedict XVI spoke of the World Youth Day, summoning the young people from all over the world to Cologne to reflect on the topic “We have come to worship him” (Mt 2,2). The Pope grasped this opportunity to invite “the young believers from all over the world, also those who will be unable to take part in this extraordinary ecclesial event, to join forces in a common spiritual pilgrimage to the wellsprings of our faith”. “In accordance with a felicitous intuition of our beloved Pope John Paul II – Benedict XVI said – World Youth Day is a privileged encounter with Christ, in the firm awareness that he alone offers human beings fullness of life, joy and love. Every Christian is called to enter into profound communion with the Crucified and Risen Lord, to adore him in prayer, meditation and above all, in devout participation in the Eucharist, at least on Sunday, the little "weekly Easter". In this way one truly becomes his disciple, ready to proclaim and to witness at every moment to the Gospel's beauty and power of renewal”.

After saying the Angelus, during the final greetings, the Holy Father expressed his pleasure for the announcement given by the Irish Republican Army (IRA) in Northern Ireland “that it has formally ordered the end of armed conflict in favour of the exclusive use of peaceful negotiations”. “This is wonderful news – the Pope said – which contrasts with the sorrowful events in many parts of the world that we are witnessing daily, and has rightly given rise to pleasure and hope in that Island and the entire International Community. For my part, I am particularly glad to join in these sentiments. In addition, I encourage everyone, without exception, to continue to walk courageously on the path marked out and to take further steps that will make it possible to strengthen mutual trust, promote reconciliation and consolidate the negotiations for a just and lasting peace. I do so as vigorously as my venerable Predecessor, John Paul II when, in Drogheda in September 1979, he implored people to desert the paths of violence and return to the ways of peace. Let us entrust our common prayer for this intention to the intercession of Mary Most Holy, to St. Patrick and all the Saints of Ireland”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency 31/07/2005).

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=328
3 August 2005 – General Audience

Vatican – The Pope’s Catechesis at the general audience: “The Lord is, as it were, encamped to defend his people, just as the mountains that surround Jerusalem make it a naturally fortified city”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – From the Hall Paul VI Benedict XVI resumed the cycle of Catechesis on the Psalms and the Songs, commenting on Psalm 124 – The Lord preserves his people – in the Tuesday Vespers of Week 3 (Reading: Ps. 124, 1-5).

This Psalm – the Pope explained – “is part of that intense and evocative collection known as the "Songs of Ascents", an ideal little prayer book for the pilgrimage to Zion with a view to the encounter with the Lord in the temple (cf. Ps 120[119]-134[133]). Benedict XVI explained that the text he wished to meditate on is a sapiential text “that gives rise to trust in the Lord and contains a short prayer (cf. Ps 125[124]: 4)”. “The first sentence – the Holy Father said – proclaims the stability of "those who put their trust in the Lord", comparing it to the safety and firmness of "Mount Zion", that "cannot be shaken". This is obviously due to the presence of God, "rock, fortress, saviour... refuge, shield, mighty help, stronghold", as another Psalm says (cf. 18[17]: 3)”.

“The Lord – Pope Benedict continued – is, as it were, encamped to defend his people, just as the mountains that surround Jerusalem make it a naturally fortified city (cf. Ps 125[124]: 2). In a prophecy by Zechariah, God says of Jerusalem: “I will be for her an encircling wall of fire... and I will be the glory in her midst” (Zec 2: 9)”.

For the Pope the psalm is a call to trust in the Lord. Whoever trusts in the Lord can “face difficult situations when the external crisis of loneliness, irony and contempt of believers is associated with the interior crisis that consists of discouragement, mediocrity and weariness”.

“The finale of the Psalm – the Pope concluded – contains the prayer addressed to the Lord for the "good" and the "upright of heart" (cf. v. 4), and an announcement of misfortune to "the crooked and those who do evil" (v. 5). On the one hand, the Psalmist asks the Lord to manifest himself as a loving father to the just and the faithful who bear aloft the torch of a righteous life and a clear conscience. On the other hand, the hope is expressed that he will prove to be a just judge to those who have taken the winding path of evil, which leads ultimately to death”.

Then the Pope quoted a comment of St Augustine to the psalm, which “compares "the crooked and those who do evil" with "the upright of heart", who never stray from God. If the former – the Pope said – are to find themselves associated with the destiny of "those who do evil", what will be the destiny of the "upright of heart"? In the hope that together with his listeners he too will share in their happy destiny, the Bishop of Hippo wonders: "What will we possess? What will be our inheritance? What will be our homeland? What will it be called?". And he answers himself, pointing out its name. I make these words my own: "Peace. We greet you with the wish of peace; I proclaim peace to you; may the mountains receive peace, while justice spreads over the hills (cf. Ps 72[71]: 3). Now, our peace is Christ: Indeed, "It is he who is our peace' (Eph 2: 14)" (Esposizioni sui Salmi, IV, Nuova Biblioteca Agostiniana, XXVIII, Rome, 1977, p. 105).

(Fides Agency 03/08/2005)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s Catechesis:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=329
7 August 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus Benedict XVI recalls the theme of the World Youth Day at Cologne “We have come to worship Him” and he points at the Magi as unique models of people seeking Christ, before whom to kneel in adoration”.

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Agency) – Before the Sunday Angelus from the Apostolic palace of Castel Gandolfo, Benedict XVI recalled the next World Youth Day that will take place in Cologne from August 18 to 21. “Thousands of young people are about to leave or have already set out for Cologne for the 20th World Youth Day, whose theme, as you know, is: "We have come to worship him" (Mt 2: 2). – the Pope said – One might say that the whole Church has been spiritually mobilized to live this extraordinary event, looking to the Magi as unique models of people seeking Christ, before whom to kneel in adoration. But what does "worship" mean? Might it be an expression of past times, meaningless to our contemporaries? No! A well-known prayer that many recite in the morning and the evening begins precisely with these words: “I adore you, my God, and I love you with all my heart...”. Every day, at sunrise and sunset, believers renew their "adoration" or acknowledgement of the presence of God, Creator and Lord of the Universe. This recognition is full of gratitude that wells up from the depths of their heart and floods their entire being, for it is only by adoring and loving God above all things that human beings can totally fulfil themselves”.

Then the Pope said that also the Magi worshipped the child of Bethlehem, recognising the Son of God in Him. “The disciples Peter, James and John – the Pope continued – to whom Jesus revealed his divine glory – as the feast of the Transfiguration celebrated yesterday reminds us -, predicting his definitive victory over death, experienced something similar on Mount Tabor. Subsequently, with Easter, the crucified and Risen Christ was fully to manifest his divinity and offer to all men and women the gift of his redeeming love. Saints are those who accepted this gift and became true worshippers of the living God, loving him without reserve at every moment of their lives. With the forthcoming meeting in Cologne, the Church wants once again to present this holiness, the peak of love, to all the young people of the Third Millennium”.

After the Angelus, the Pope remembered the victims and the families of the victims of the terrible air disaster that took place the previous day at Palermo. “I am praying for the victims and the injured, who come mainly from Bari and the surrounding area – the Pope said – I share in the mourning of the families and of the entire ecclesial and civil community of that city which I visited a short time ago on the occasion of the National Eucharistic Congress. May Christ, who died and rose, imbue comfort and hope in everyone”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=330
10 August 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN – Commenting on Psalm 130, Benedict XVI calls the believers to be “like children in front of God”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – The General Audience this morning took place in the Hall Paul VI, where the Holy Father – coming by helicopter from the summer residence of Castel Gandolfo – met groups of pilgrims and believers coming from Italy and all over the world. In his speech in Italian, Benedict XVI commented on Psalm 130 – Trusting in God, like a child in his mother – the Tuesday Vespers of Week 3 (Reading: Ps. 130, 1-3).

“We have listened to only a few words – the Pope said – about 30 in the original Hebrew, of Psalm 131[130]. Yet they are intense words that convey a topic dear to all religious literature: spiritual childhood. Our thoughts turn spontaneously to St Thérèse of Lisieux, to her "Little Way", her "remaining little" in order to be held in Jesus’ arms”.

Benedict XVI explained that the heart of the psalm is the image of a mother with her child, a symbol of God’s tender and motherly love. “The Psalm begins – the Pope continued – by describing an attitude quite the opposite of infancy, which, well aware of its own frailty, trusts in the help of others. In the foreground of this Psalm, instead, are pride of heart, haughty eyes and "great things" that are "too sublime for me" (cf. Ps 131[130]: 1). This is an illustration of the proud person who is described by Hebrew words that suggest "pride" and "haughtiness", the arrogant attitude of those who look down on others, considering them inferior. The great temptation of the proud, who want to be like God, the arbiter of good and evil (cf. Gn 3: 5), is decisively rejected by the person of prayer who chooses humble and spontaneous trust in the One Lord”. 

The Pope described the child’s relationship with his mother as personal and intimate, perfectly conscious, though natural and spontaneous. “This – the Pope explained – is the ideal Parable of the true "childhood" of the spirit that does not abandon itself to God blindly and automatically, but serenely and responsibly”.

The opposite of becoming a child in front of God is to haughtily oppose God. “Humble trust, as we have seen – the Pope said – is opposed by pride. John Cassian, a fourth-fifth century Christian writer, warned the faithful of the danger of this vice that "destroys all the virtues overall and does not only attack the tepid and the weak, but principally those who have forced their way to the top". He continues: "This is the reason why Blessed David preserved his heart with such great circumspection, to the point that he dared proclaim before the One whom none of the secrets of his conscience escaped: "Lord, may my heart not grow proud, nor my gaze be raised with haughtiness; let me not seek great things that are beyond my strength'.... Yet, knowing well how difficult such custody is even for those who are perfect, he does not presume to rely solely on his own abilities, but implores the Lord with prayers to help him succeed in avoiding the darts of the enemy and in not being injured by them: "Let not the foot of the proud overtake me' (Ps 36[35]: 12)" (Le Istituzioni Cenobitiche, XII, 6, Abbey of Praglia, Bresseo di Teolo, Padua, 1989, p. 289)”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Catechesis of the Holy Father:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=331
14 August 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI addresses the young people leaving for the World Youth Day at Cologne and invites them to look at the “shining example of the saints” who offered their lives to bear witness to Christ

Castel Gandolfo Fides Agency) – This morning, before the customary Sunday Angelus from the Apostolic palace of Castel Gandolfo, Benedict XVI addressed the young people starting out for the World Youth Day at Cologne. His words were a call “never to lose heart and not to despair, even in the harshest trials of life”. “The Lord – the Pope said – does not close his eyes to the needs of his children, and if he seems at times insensitive to their requests, it is only in order to test them and to temper their faith”. Then Benedict XVI mentioned as examples to look at “a martyr of our time, St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Edith Stein, Co-Patroness of Europe, who died in a concentration camp” and with them “St Maximilian Maria Kolbe, who willingly sacrificed himself in place of a father with a family”.

“I invite every baptized person – the Pope concluded – and especially the young people who will be taking part in World Youth Day to look at this shining example of Gospel heroism. I invoke upon them all their protection and in particular, that of St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, who spent several years of her life at the Carmelite convent in Cologne. May Mary, Queen of Martyrs, whom we will contemplate tomorrow in her glorious Assumption into Heaven, watch over each one”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=333
15 August 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – At the Angelus, Benedict XVI recalls that on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary “we contemplate the mystery of Mary's passage from this world to Paradise:  we celebrate, we could say, her “Pasch”.

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Agency) – This morning, before the Angelus from the Apostolic palace of Castel Gandolfo, Benedict XVI held a short Catechesis on the Solemnity of the Assumption to Heaven of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “Today, the Solemnity of the Assumption, we contemplate the mystery of Mary's passage from this world to Paradise:  we celebrate, we could say, her "Pasch". Just as Christ rose from the dead with his glorious Body and ascended into Heaven, the Holy Virgin, completely united to him, was assumed into heavenly glory in her entire person. In this too, the Mother resembled her Son very closely, leading the way for us. Alongside Jesus, the new Adam, “first fruit” of those who have risen, Our Lady, the new Eve, appears as the beginning and image of the Church, sign of certain hope for all Christians on their earthly pilgrimage”.

Then Benedict XVI explained that the Solemnity of the Assumption is a useful opportunity for all the believers to meditate on “the true sense and value of human existence in view of eternity”. Heaven, the Pope continued to explain, is humankind’s final dwelling place. “From there, Mary encourages us by her example to welcome God's will, so as not to allow ourselves to be seduced by the deceptive attraction to what is transitory and fleeting, and not to give in to the temptations of selfishness and evil which extinguish the joy of life in the heart”.

Then Benedict XVI invoked “the help of Mary assumed into Heaven especially for the young people who are participating in World Youth Day who, transferring from other German Dioceses where they were guests for some days or those coming directly from their own countries, are meeting from today on in Cologne”. The highlight of World Youth Day will be the solemn Prayer Vigil on Saturday evening and the Eucharistic Celebration on Sunday, 21 August. “May the Most Holy Virgin enable all those who are taking part to follow the example of the Magi in order to meet Christ present especially in the Eucharist, and to return to their cities and native lands with the active proposal to witness to the newness and joy of the Gospel”.

After the Angelus, the Pope wished to express his spiritual closeness “to the dear people of Cyprus, particularly tried by the plane crash that caused the death of 121 people”. “As I entrust the victims of the disaster to the Lord - among them 48 children who were returning from vacation on the Island - I assure my special remembrance in prayer for the deceased, for their family members and for those who are grieving as a result of this tragedy”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=332
17 August 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN – The comment on Psalm 125 in Benedict XVI’s last general audience before leaving for his first Apostolic journey to Germany: “God is our joy and our hope”

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Agency) – This morning, at Castel Gandolfo, Benedict XVI held the Wednesday general audience and, for the many believers gathered, he commented upon psalm 125, titled “God is our joy and our hope”. This Psalm, the Pope said, “acquired special significance when it was sung on the days when Israel felt threatened and afraid because she was once again being put to the test”. Effectively, the Psalm contains a prayer for the return of the captives of that time (cf. v. 4). Thus, it became a prayer of the People of God in their historical wanderings, fraught with dangers and trials but ever open to trust in God the Saviour and Liberator, the support of the weak and the oppressed.

Thus, Benedict XVI said that in the verse “Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap” “the great lesson on the mystery of life's fruitfulness that suffering can contain” is condensed. “Just as Jesus said – the Pope said – on the threshold of his passion and death: "Unless the grain of wheat falls to the earth and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. But if it dies, it produces much fruit" (Jn 12: 24). 

“Thus, the horizon of the Psalm opens to the festive harvest, a symbol of joy born from the freedom, peace and prosperity that are fruits of the divine blessing. This prayer, then, is a song of hope to turn back to when one is immersed in moments of trial, fear, threats and inner oppression”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s Catechesis:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=334
18 August 2005 – Speech at the airport of Cologne

EUROPE/GERMANY – Benedict XVI’s greetings upon arriving at the airport of Cologne on his first Apostolic journey outside Italy: “That so many young people have come to meet the Successor of Peter – the Pope said – is a sign of the Church's vitality. I am happy to be with them, to confirm their faith and, God willing, to enliven their hope”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – Upon his arrival in the international airport of Cologne, where he arrived to take part in the XX World Youth Day, Benedict XVI was welcomed by the President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr. Horst Kohler, many political and civil authorities, Cardinal Karl Lehmann, the President of the German Bishops’ Conference and Bishop of Mainz, the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal Joachim Meisner, the Apostolic Nuncio, Msgr Erwin Josef Ender, the President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, Msgr Stanislaw Rylko. There were also, among others, the Secretary General of the German Bishops’ Conference, Fr. Hans Langendorfer, and the Secretary General of the World Youth Day 2005, Msgr Heiner Koch, together with several hundred young people come as representatives of the WYD.

In his speech, Benedict XVI expressed his deep joy for the gift of God of starting his pastoral visits with his homeland. “That so many young people have come to meet the Successor of Peter – the Pope said – is a sign of the Church's vitality. I am happy to be with them, to confirm their faith and, God willing, to enliven their hope. At the same time, I am sure that I will also receive something from the young people, the fact that their enthusiasm, their sensitivity and their readiness will sustain me and give me the courage to continue my journey in the service of the Church as the Successor of Peter and to face the challenges of the future”. 

Then the Pope spoke of the theme of the 20th WYD: “We have come to worship Him”. The Pope explained that the selected theme helps to understand that life is a pilgrimage “a journey guided by a “star”, in search of the Lord”. Like the Magi, all believers have been called to set out on the journey of life in search of truth, justice and love. The final destination of this journey is Christ. Then the Pope recalled that along this journey, Germany offers the living example of the Saints, like “St Boniface, St Ursula, St Albert the Great, and St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) and Bl. Adolph Kolping”. “May the Virgin Mary, who presented the Child Jesus to the Magi when they arrived in Bethlehem to worship the Saviour, continue to intercede for us, just as for centuries she has kept watch over the German People from her many shrines throughout the German Länder. May the Lord bless everyone here present, together with all the pilgrims and all who live in this Land. May God protect the Federal Republic of Germany”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=336
18 August 2005 – Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine

EUROPE/GERMANY – For the first time, Benedict XVI addresses the young people crowding the banks of the river Rhine: “If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great”.

Cologne (Fides Agency) – He addressed the young people from a boat on the waterfront of the river Rhine. It was the first meeting of Pope Benedict XVI with thousands of young people crowding the banks of the river that passes through Cologne to listen to his words. “The happiness you are seeking – the Pope said in his speech – the happiness you have a right to enjoy has a name and a face: it is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden in the Eucharist”. And then he repeated the words he said at the beginning of His Pontificate, with the strong invitation to let Christ enter one’s life, because doing so one loses nothing.

“We have come to worship him” is the theme of the WYD in Cologne. It is a topical theme, which is an invitation to young people to seek Christ, to come to him in adoration. “The Magi are filled with awe by what they see – the Pope said quoting St. Peter Chrysologus – heaven on earth and earth in heaven; man in God and God in man; they see enclosed in a tiny body the One whom the entire world cannot contain. In these days, during this “Year of the Eucharist” – the Pope said – we will turn with the same awe to Christ present in the Tabernacle of Mercy, in the Sacrament of the Altar”.

And again: “In these days – the Pope said – I encourage you to commit yourselves without reserve to serving Christ, whatever the cost. The encounter with Jesus Christ will allow you to experience in your hearts the joy of his living and life-giving presence, and enable you to bear witness to it before others. Let your presence in this city be the first sign and proclamation of the Gospel, thanks to the witness of your actions and your joy. Let us raise our hearts in a hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Father for the many blessings he has given us and for the gift of faith which we will celebrate together, making it manifest to the world from this land in the heart of Europe, a Europe which owes so much to the Gospel and its witnesses down the centuries”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=338
18 August 2005 – Speech in front of the Cathedral of Cologne

EUROPE/GERMANY – Benedict XVI gives thanks to God “for the witness of faith, hope and love” of the Magi

Cologne (Fides Agency) – In the evening of August 18th, Benedict XVI spoke to the young people crowding the esplanade of the Cathedral of Cologne and he recalled to his memory the years when he used to teach in Bonn and come often to Cologne, where he had many friends.

Then Benedict XVI said that the city of Cologne would not be what it is without the Magi Kings, “who have had so great an impact on its history, its culture and its faith”. “Here, in some sense – the Pope said – the Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany every day of the year! And so, before addressing you, dear inhabitants of Cologne, before greeting you, I wanted to pause for a few moments of prayer before the reliquary of the three Magi, giving thanks to God for their witness of faith, hope and love”.

Then the Pope said that Cologne, however, is not only the city of the Magi. “It is profoundly marked by the presence of many saints. With the witness of their lives and the trace they left in the German people, they contributed to the growth of Europe from its Christian roots”. Saint Ursula and her companions, Saint Boniface, Saint Albert the Great, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Blessed Adolph Kolping, Edith Stein, are the ones the Pope mentioned and somehow connected to the city of Cologne. “Thanks to these and all the other figures, both known and unknown, we discover the intimate and true face of this city and we become aware of the rich legacy that is passed down to us by the generations that came before us”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

19 August 2005 – Speech during the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne

EUROPE/GERMANY – At the synagogue of Cologne, Benedict XVI reaffirms his intention “to continue with great vigour on the path towards improved relations and friendship with the Jewish People”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – In the morning of Friday, August 19th, Benedict XVI went to visit the Synagogue of Cologne, the most ancient in Germany. After having gone to the first floor, to the Hall of Memory, with the memory of the millions of victims and in particular the martyrs of the Cologne community, the Holy Father entered the Synagogue itself. Here, introduced by the greetings of one of the Presidents on behalf of the whole Community and by the speech of Rabbi Netanel Teitelbaum, he gave his speech: “It has been my deep desire – the Pope said – during my first Visit to Germany since my election as the Successor of the Apostle Peter, to meet the Jewish community of Cologne and the representatives of Judaism in Germany”. Then the Pope recalled what happened on November 17th, 1980, when John Paul II met the Central Jewish Committee in Germany in Mainz and the Rabbinic Conference during his first journey to Germany. “Today, too – Benedict XVI said – I wish to reaffirm that I intend to continue with great vigour on the path towards improved relations and friendship with the Jewish People, following the decisive lead given by Pope John Paul II”.

The Pope re-evoked the tragedy of “the expulsion of the Jews from Cologne in the year 1424” and in the darkest hour of German history, the “insane racist ideology, born of neo-paganism”, which “gave rise to the attempt, planned and systematically carried out by the regime, to exterminate European Jewry. The result has passed into history as the Shoah”.

“This year, 2005, marks the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps, in which millions of Jews - men, women and children - were put to death in the gas chambers and ovens. I make my own the words written by my venerable Predecessor on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and I too say: "I bow my head before all those who experienced this manifestation of the mysterium iniquitatis." The terrible events of that time must "never cease to rouse consciences, to resolve conflicts, to inspire the building of peace". Together we must remember God and his wise plan for the world he created. As we read in the Book of Wisdom, he is the “lover of life”.

Then Benedict XVI also recalled that this year also marks the 40th anniversary of the promulgation of the Second Vatican Council's Declaration Nostra Aetate, “which opened up new prospects for Jewish-Christian relations in terms of dialogue and solidarity”. This Declaration recalls the common roots and the immensely rich spiritual heritage that Jews and Christians share. “The conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate therefore – the Pope said – deplores feelings of hatred, persecutions and demonstrations of anti-Semitism directed against the Jews at whatever time and by whomsoever". “Before God, all men and women have the same dignity, whatever their nation, culture or religion”, the Pope said, recalling that the Declaration Nostra Aetate also speaks with great esteem of Muslims.

Finally, the Pope pointed out some guidelines to continue a fruitful dialogue between Christians and Jews: “Our gaze – he said – should not only be directed to the past, but should also look forward to the tasks that await us today and tomorrow. Our rich common heritage and our fraternal and more trusting relations call upon us to join in giving an ever more harmonious witness and to work together on the practical level for the defence and promotion of human rights and the sacredness of human life, for family values, for social justice and for peace in the world. The Decalogue (cf. Ex 20; Dt 5) is for us a shared legacy and commitment. The Ten Commandments are not a burden, but a signpost showing the path leading to a successful life. This is particularly the case for the young people whom I am meeting in these days and who are so dear to me”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=337
19 August 2005 – Homily to the seminarians at the church of St. Pantaleon

EUROPE/GERMANY – Benedict XVI’s meeting with the seminarians, “so that the vocational dimension would truly emerge in all of its importance, since it plays an evermore important role in the World Youth Days”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – After the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne, Benedict XVI spent some time in the church of St. Pantaleon with the seminarians coming from all over the world to Cologne to take part in the 20th World Youth Day. During the celebration of the Vespers, after the testimonies of a seminarian, a priest and a bishop, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, Benedict XVI gave his homily.

First, Benedict XVI explained that he personally wanted the program of the days of Cologne “to include a special meeting with young seminarians, so that the vocational dimension would truly emerge in all of its importance, since it plays an evermore important role in the World Youth Days”. For the Pope, the seminary is “a significant time in the life of a follower of Jesus”. “I can imagine the echo that resounds in your hearts from the words of the theme of this 20th World Youth Day – “We have come to worship him" – and the entire moving narration of the searching and finding of the Wise Men. This evangelical passage has a special meaning precisely for you, dear seminarians, because you are on an authentic journey, engaged in discerning and confirming your call to the priesthood”.

“The seminarian – the Pope said – experiences the beauty of that call in a moment of grace which could be defined as "falling in love". His soul is filled with amazement, which makes him ask in prayer: "Lord, why me?". But love knows no "why"; it is a free gift to which one responds with the gift of self”. Then the Pope explained that the seminary years must be devoted to formation and discernment. “During his time in the seminary – the Pope furthermore said – a particularly important process of maturation takes place in the consciousness of the young seminarian:  he no longer sees the Church "from the outside", but rather, as it were, "from the inside", and he comes to sense that she is his "home", inasmuch as she is the home of Christ, where "Mary his mother" dwells”.

And, finally, “The seminary years are a time of preparing for mission”. “You too – the Pope told the seminarians – after your long, necessary programme of seminary formation, will be sent forth as ministers of Christ; indeed, each of you will return as an alter Christus”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The text of the Holy Father’s homily:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=340
19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various Christian denominations

EUROPE/Germany – To the representatives of the various Christian denominations in Germany, Benedict XVI says he confirms his “firm commitment to making the recovery of full and visible Christian unity a priority of the Pontificate”.

Cologne (Fides Agency) – At the end of Friday, August 19th, Benedict XVI met 30 representatives of the different Christian denominations present in Germany. The Pope said he is quite aware of the painful situation, which the rupture of unity in the profession of the faith has entailed for so many individuals and families. “This was one of the reasons why – the Pope said – immediately following my election as Bishop of Rome, I declared, as the Successor of the Apostle Peter, my firm commitment to making the recovery of full and visible Christian unity a priority of my Pontificate”.

For the Pope among Christians, fraternity is not just “a vague sentiment, nor is it a sign of indifference to truth”. “It is – the Pope said – grounded in the supernatural reality of the one Baptism which makes us all members of the one Body of Christ. Together we confess that Jesus Christ is God and Lord; together we acknowledge him as the one mediator between God and man, and we emphasize that together we are members of his Body”.

Then the Pope recalled the fruits dialogue has borne, based on this crucial foundation. “I would like to mention – the Pope said – the re-examination of the mutual condemnations, called for by John Paul II during his first Visit to Germany in 1980, and especially the important “Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification” (1999) and to an agreement on basic issues that had been a subject of controversy since the 16th century”.

Then the Pope asked himself what it means “to establish Christian unity?” “It does not mean uniformity in all expressions of theology and spirituality, in liturgical forms and in discipline. Unity in multiplicity, and multiplicity in unity:  in my Homily for the Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul on 29 June last, I insisted that full unity and true catholicity in the original sense of the word go together. As a necessary condition for the achievement of this coexistence, the commitment to unity must be constantly purified and renewed; it must constantly grow and mature. To this end, dialogue has its own contribution to make. More than an exchange of thoughts, it is an exchange of gifts”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=341
20 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of some Muslim communities

EUROPE/GERMANY – “Interreligious and intercultural dialogue between Christians and Muslims cannot be reduced to an optional extra. It is in fact a vital necessity, on which in large measure our future depends” said Pope Benedict XVI

Cologne (Fides Agency) – In the afternoon of Saturday, August 20th Benedict XVI met the representatives of some of the Muslim communities in the Country. In his speech the Pope recalled the words John Paul II addressed to the young Muslims gathered in the Stadium of Casablanca (Morocco): “The young can build a better future if they first put their faith in God and if they pledge themselves to build this new world in accordance with God's plan, with wisdom and trust”. Pope Benedict XVI therefore said he decided to turn to the Muslims in the spirit of the words of John Paul II, “to share my hopes with you and to let you know of my concerns at these particularly difficult times in our history”.

Benedict XVI said he was certain he echoed the thoughts of the Muslims in bringing up one of these concerns “as we notice the spread of terrorism”. “Those who instigate and plan these attacks – the Pope said – evidently wish to poison our relations and destroy trust, making use of all means, including religion, to oppose every attempt to build a peaceful and serene life together”. Terrorism of any kind, for the Pope, is a perverse and cruel choice, which shows contempt for the sacred right to life and undermines the very foundations of all civil coexistence.

The Holy Father recalled the meeting in April with the delegates of Churches and Christian Communities and with representatives of the various religious traditions. In that occasion the Pope had said: “I assure you that the Church wants to continue building bridges of friendship with the followers of all religions, in order to seek the true good of every person and of society as a whole”. “Past experience – the Pope said – teaches us that, unfortunately, relations between Christians and Muslims have not always been marked by mutual respect and understanding. How many pages of history record battles and wars that have been waged, with both sides invoking the Name of God, as if fighting and killing, the enemy could be pleasing to him. The recollection of these sad events should fill us with shame, for we know only too well what atrocities have been committed in the name of religion. The lessons of the past must help us to avoid repeating the same mistakes”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=347
21 August 2005 – The homily during the Vigil on the Marienfeld esplanade at Cologne

EUROPE/GERMANY – During the Vigil of Prayer the Pope indicates the example of the saints to the young people: “Through all the ups and downs of history, they were the true reformers who constantly rescued it from plunging into the valley of darkness; it was they who constantly shed upon it the light that was needed”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – Benedict XVI spoke to the hundreds of thousands of young people gathered on the Marienfeld esplanade during the Vigil of August 20th. The Vigil ended with the Eucharistic adoration. In his homily, the Pope commented upon the Magi’s journey toward Bethlehem, stressing the necessity to put oneself to the service of God, and change – as the Magi did – one’s idea on God. “They had to change – the Pope said, speaking about the Magi – their ideas about power, about God and about man, and in so doing, they also had to change themselves. Now they were able to see that God's power is not like that of the powerful of this world. God's ways are not as we imagine them or as we might wish them to be. God does not enter into competition with earthly powers in this world. He does not marshal his divisions alongside other divisions”.

“The Magi from the East are just the first in a long procession of men and women who have constantly tried to gaze upon God's star in their lives, going in search of the God who has drawn close to us and shows us the way. 

It is the great multitude of the saints - both known and unknown - in whose lives the Lord has opened up the Gospel before us and turned over the pages; he has done this throughout history and he still does so today. In their lives, as if in a great picture-book, the riches of the Gospel are revealed. They are the shining path which God himself has traced throughout history and is still tracing today. 

My venerable Predecessor Pope John Paul II, who is with us at this moment, beatified and canonized a great many people from both the distant and the recent past. Through these individuals he wanted to show us how to be Christian:  how to live life as it should be lived - according to God's way. The saints and the blesseds did not doggedly seek their own happiness, but simply wanted to give themselves, because the light of Christ had shone upon them. 

They show us the way to attain happiness, they show us how to be truly human. Through all the ups and downs of history, they were the true reformers who constantly rescued it from plunging into the valley of darkness; it was they who constantly shed upon it the light that was needed to make sense - even in the midst of suffering - of God's words spoken at the end of the work of creation:  "It is very good". 

One need only think of such figures as St Benedict, St Francis of Assisi, St Teresa of Avila, St Ignatius of Loyola, St Charles Borromeo, the founders of 19-century religious orders who inspired and guided the social movement, or the saints of our own day - Maximilian Kolbe, Edith Stein, Mother Teresa, Padre Pio. In contemplating these figures we learn what it means "to adore" and what it means to live according to the measure of the Child of Bethlehem, by the measure of Jesus Christ and of God himself”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s homily:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=346
21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass at the end of the 20th World Youth Day at Cologne

EUROPE/GERMANY – Benedict XVI tells the young people: “Anyone who has discovered Christ must lead others to him. A great joy cannot be kept to oneself. It has to be passed on”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – In the morning of Sunday, August 21st, Benedict XVI presided over the solemn Eucharistic Concelebration concluding the 20th World Youth Day. The Pope spoke at length of Christ’s mysterious presence in the Eucharist, a presence to behold with adoration. “In the Eucharist, adoration must become union” Pope Benedict XVI said.

Then the Holy Father explained that what Jesus did during the last supper is nothing else than “the substantial transformation which was accomplished at the Last Supper and was destined to set in motion a series of transformations leading ultimately to the transformation of the world when God will be all in all”. “In their hearts – the Pope said – people always and everywhere have somehow expected a change, a transformation of the world. Here now is the central act of transformation that alone can truly renew the world:  violence is transformed into love, and death into life”. 

“This first fundamental transformation – the Pope went on – of violence into love, of death into life, brings other changes in its wake. Bread and wine become his Body and Blood. 

But it must not stop there; on the contrary, the process of transformation must now gather momentum. The Body and Blood of Christ are given to us so that we ourselves will be transformed in our turn. We are to become the Body of Christ, his own Flesh and Blood. 

We all eat the one bread, and this means that we ourselves become one. In this way, adoration, as we said earlier, becomes union. God no longer simply stands before us as the One who is totally Other. He is within us, and we are in him. His dynamic enters into us and then seeks to spread outwards to others until it fills the world, so that his love can truly become the dominant measure of the world. 

I like to illustrate this new step urged upon us by the Last Supper by drawing out the different nuances of the word "adoration" in Greek and in Latin. The Greek word is proskynesis. It refers to the gesture of submission, the recognition of God as our true measure, supplying the norm that we choose to follow”.

Thus, Benedict XVI invited the young people to cultivate love for the Eucharist and therefore Eucharistic adoration. “Through your love for the Eucharist you will also rediscover the Sacrament of Reconciliation, in which the merciful goodness of God always allows us to make a fresh start in our lives”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s Homily:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=345
21 August 2005 – Angelus

EUROPE/GERMANY – At the Angelus, after the Holy Mass concluding the 20th World Youth Day, Benedict XVI said: “In my heart I sense welling up within me a single thought: “Thank you!”.

Cologne (Fides Agency) – Benedict XVI spoke again to the young people before saying the Angelus, at the end of the conclusive Mass of the 20th World Youth Day, on Sunday, August 21st. “We have come to the conclusion of this marvellous celebration – the Pope said – and indeed of the 20th World Youth Day. In my heart I sense welling up within me a single thought: "Thank you!". I am sure - and I feel - that this thought finds an echo in each one of you. God himself has implanted it in our hearts and he has sealed it with this Eucharist, which literally means "thanksgiving". Yes, dear young people, our gratitude, born from faith, is expressed in our song of praise to him, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who has offered to us a great sign of his immense love”.

Then the Pope thanked all those who contributed to carrying out the event: the Pontifical Council for the Laity, under its President Archbishop Stanislaw Rylko, ably assisted by the Secretary, Bishop Josef Clemens, who for years was my Secretary, and also to my Confreres from the German Bishops' Conference, in the first place, of course, to the Archbishop of Cologne, Cardinal Joachim Meisner. The Pope also thanked the political and administrative Authorities, the many volunteers from all of the German Dioceses and from all the nations. “A cordial word of thanks – the Pope added – goes also to the many contemplative communities who have supported us in prayer during this World Youth Day”.

And finally he announced that the next world youth meeting “will take place in Sydney, Australia, in 2008”. “We entrust to the maternal guidance of Mary Most Holy – the Pope said – the future course of the young people of the whole world”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=344
21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops

EUROPE/GERMANY – Before returning to the Vatican, Benedict XVI meets the German Bishops: hope, for everyone, is in the young people, who “do not seek a Church pandering to youth, but a Church endowed with true youthfulness that flows from the wellsprings of the spirit”

Cologne (Fides Agency) – In the afternoon of Sunday, August 21st, Benedict XVI addressed the German Bishops and commented with them on the World Youth Day. “It is important to point out that this event – the Pope said – though extraordinary, is not isolated, it is not, as a common saying goes, a white elephant”. Then the Pope recalled “the many positive aspects of the German Church”. In particular, “so many people in this Country set an example by the way they live out their faith, with great love for the Church, its Pastors and the Successor of Peter”. “Many people are ready to work hard for their own faith, in the dioceses or the parishes, in associations and movements, especially for the youth. Many priests, Religious and lay people, faithful to their service, work in difficult pastoral conditions. And there is no need for me to emphasize the generosity of German Catholics, truly well known throughout the world; it is not only a material generosity, since there are many German Fidei donum priests. Many institutions give a public impact to the Catholic Church. Charitable institutions do an enormous amount of work”. “The educational work of Catholic schools and other Catholic institutions and organizations for youth is equally vast. In saying this, I do not intend to be exhaustive about everything positive there is to say, but to outline, so to say, the portrait of a living Church, the Church that generated us in faith, which we are honoured to serve with joy”.

Besides the lights, the Pope also spoke of the shadows, like of the fact that “secularism and dechristianization are gaining round”. Hope, for everyone, is in the young people, who “do not seek a Church pandering to youth, but a Church endowed with true youthfulness that flows from the wellsprings of the spirit, that is ever new, that derives from the transparency of Christ in his Church, a Church that reveals Christ, the new Man”. “This is the engagement we want to take upon us today – the Pope said – in this unique moment, at the end of such a great youth event, which presses us to face the future of the Church and of society at large. In this positive light, full of hope, we can trustfully confront even the most difficult questions that challenge the German Community of the Church. Once again the young people are a healthy provocation to us Pastors, since they demand of us to be coherent, united and courageous. On our side, we must educate them to patience, discernment and a healthy realism, but with no false compromises, in order not to dilute the message of the Gospel”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=342
24 August 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN – Benedict XVI looks back at the Apostolic journey to Cologne, “a gift from on high, from the Lord”.

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – Coming back from Cologne, Benedict XVI wanted to continue the tradition of John Paul II when he returned from every Apostolic pilgrimage, commenting upon the journey during the general audience to identify its most significant aspects. “Divine Providence – the Pope said – determined that the destination of my first Apostolic Journey outside Italy be in my native Country and that it take place on the occasion of the great meeting of the world's young people, 20 years after the establishment of World Youth Day, desired with prophetic insight by my unforgettable Predecessor. After my return, I thank God from the bottom of my heart for the gift of this pilgrimage, of which I shall cherish beloved memories. We all felt that it was a gift of God. Of course, many people worked together, but in the end the grace of this event was a gift from on high, from the Lord”.

Then the Pope thanked all those who prepared and organised every phase of the meeting “with loving commitment”: Cardinal Joachim Meisner, Archbishop of Cologne; Cardinal Karl Lehmann, President of the Bishops' Conference; and the Bishops of Germany; then the Authorities, organizers and volunteers who made their contribution.

Benedict XVI said it was significant that the journey “occurred while we are on our way towards the conclusion of the Year of the Eucharist, desired by John Paul II”. "We have come to worship him": the theme of the Meeting – the Pope said – invited everyone to follow the Wise Men in spirit and with them to make an inner journey of conversion to Emmanuel, God-with-us, in order to know him, encounter him and worship him, and after meeting and adoring him, to set out anew, bearing his light and his joy in our hearts, in our innermost depths. In Cologne, the young people had several opportunities to examine these important spiritual topics deeply; they felt impelled by the Holy Spirit to be enthusiastic and consistent witnesses of Christ, who promised to remain truly present among us in the Eucharist until the end of the world”.

The Pope recalled the most significant moments of the journey and he said that it is “from the heart of the "old" Europe, which unfortunately experienced in the past century horrendous conflicts and inhuman regimes”, that “the young people have relaunched for the humanity of our time the message of hope that does not disappoint, for it is based on the Word of God made flesh in Jesus Christ, who died and rose for our salvation”. “In Cologne – the Pope said – the young people encountered and adored Emmanuel, God-with-us, in the mystery of the Eucharist, and they came to understand better that the Church is the great family through which God creates a space of communion and unity between every continent, culture and race, a family vaster than the world that knows limits and boundaries; a "great band of pilgrims", so to speak, who walk together with Christ, guided by him, the bright star that illumines history. Jesus makes himself our travelling companion in the Eucharist, and the Eucharist - as I said in my Homily at the concluding celebration, borrowing from physics a well known image - induces "nuclear fission" into the very heart of being”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s Catechesis:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=348
28 August 2005 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI calls to become aware of a crucial aspect of evangelisation: “wherever God does not have pride of place, wherever he is not recognized and worshipped as the Supreme Good, human dignity is at risk. It is therefore urgent to bring our contemporaries to "rediscover" the authentic face of God, who revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ”.

Castel Gandolfo (Fides Agency) – “An extraordinary experience for the entire Church” were the words Benedict XVI used to define the World Youth Day in Cologne. “It was an event of grace for the entire Church” the Pope said on Sunday, August 31st, before the Marian prayer of the Angelus, said in the residence of Castel Gandolfo to the pilgrims who gathered in the inner courtyard of the Apostolic palace.

The Pope said that from Cologne “the young people were addressing a request to their Pastors, and somehow to all the believers: "Help us to be disciples and witnesses of Christ. Like the Magi we have come to find him and to worship him". Referring to the difficulties and the obstacles that accompany today “an authentic search for Christ and faithful adherence to his Gospel”, the Holy Father invited not only the youth, but also communities and the Pastors themselves to “become more and more aware of a fundamental fact about evangelization: wherever God does not have pride of place, wherever he is not recognized and worshipped as the Supreme Good, human dignity is at risk. It is therefore urgent to bring our contemporaries to "rediscover" the authentic face of God, who revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ. Thus, the humanity of our time will also be able, like the Magi, to fall to their knees and adore him. In speaking to the German Bishops, I recalled that worship is "not a luxury... but a priority". To seek Jesus must be the constant desire of believers, young people and adults, of the faithful and of their pastors. This seeking must be encouraged, supported and guided. Faith is not merely the attachment to a complex of dogmas, complete in itself, that is supposed to satisfy the thirst for God, present in the human heart. On the contrary, it guides human beings on their way through time toward a God who is ever new in his infinity. Christians, therefore, are at the same time both seekers and finders. It is precisely this that makes the Church young, open to the future, rich in hope for the whole of humanity”.

On the day the Liturgy commemorates St. Augustine, Pope Benedict XVI quoted his “marvellous thoughts” about the invitation found in Psalm 104. “"Quaerite faciem eius semper - constantly seek his face"”, pointing out that “this invitation is not only valid for this life but also for eternity. The discovery of "God's Face" is never ending. The further we penetrate into the splendour of divine love, the more beautiful it is to pursue our search”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s speech:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=349
31 August 2005 – General Audience

VATICAN – “A sound society is born from the commitment of all its members, but it needs the blessing and support of that God who, unfortunately, is too often excluded or ignored”: the Pope’s catechesis during the general audience

Vatican City (Fides Agency) – Psalm 126 “Any effort is fruitless without the Lord” (Wednesday Vespers, Week 3), was the topic of the Catechesis the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, held this morning  during the general audience on St. Peter’s Square. The Psalm presents places a motion picture before our eyes: a house under construction, the city with its watchmen, family life, night watches, daily work. “a crucial presence towers over everything, the presence of the Lord who watches over the works of man…Indeed, a sound society is born from the commitment of all its members, but it needs the blessing and support of that God who, unfortunately, is too often excluded or ignored”.

“This sapiential Psalm, fruit of meditation on the reality of everyday life, is built mainly on a contrast: without the Lord, in vain does one seek to construct a stable house, to build a secure city, to bring our own efforts to fruition. With the Lord, instead, there is prosperity and fruitfulness, a peaceful family richly endowed with children, a well-fortified and protected city, free of constant worry and insecurity”.

Man goes out in the morning to toil at a job to support the family and serve the development of society. It is work that consumes his energy, making his brow sweat all day long. “The Psalmist, although he recognizes the importance of work, does not hesitate to say that all this work is useless if God is not beside the labourer. And he affirms that God even goes so far as to reward his friends' sleep. Thus, the Psalmist desires to exalt the primacy of divine grace that impresses substance and value on human action, although it is marked by limitations and transience”.

In the other picture proposed by Psalm 126, the Lord offers the gift of children, “seen as a blessing and a grace, a sign of life that continues and of the history of salvation extending to new stages”. The purpose of this image, taken from the culture of the time, is to celebrate “the safety, stability and strength found in a large family”. The Pope then pointed out that begetting is thus “a gift that brings life and well-being to society. We are aware of this in our days in the face of nations that are deprived, by the demographic loss, of the freshness and energy of a future embodied by children”. (P.L.R.) (Fides Agency)

The complete text of the Holy Father’s Catechesis:

http://www.evangelizatio.org/portale/adgentes/pontefici/pontefice.php?id=350
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Adoration – Eucharist

“In accordance with a felicitous intuition of our beloved Pope John Paul II, World Youth Day is a privileged encounter with Christ, in the firm awareness that he alone offers human beings fullness of life, joy and love. Every Christian is called to enter into profound communion with the Crucified and Risen Lord, to adore him in prayer, meditation and above all, in devout participation in the Eucharist, at least on Sunday, the little "weekly Easter". In this way one truly becomes his disciple, ready to proclaim and to witness at every moment to the Gospel's beauty and power of renewal” (31 July 2005 – Angelus). 

“Thousands of young people are about to leave or have already set out for Cologne for the 20th World Youth Day, whose theme, as you know, is: "We have come to worship him" (Mt 2: 2). One might say that the whole Church has been spiritually mobilized to live this extraordinary event, looking to the Magi as unique models of people seeking Christ, before whom to kneel in adoration. But what does "worship" mean? Might it be an expression of past times, meaningless to our contemporaries? No! A well-known prayer that many recite in the morning and the evening begins precisely with these words: "I adore you, my God, and I love you with all my heart...". Every day, at sunrise and sunset, believers renew their "adoration" or acknowledgement of the presence of God, Creator and Lord of the Universe. This recognition is full of gratitude that wells up from the depths of their heart and floods their entire being, for it is only by adoring and loving God above all things that human beings can totally fulfil themselves” (7 August 2005 – Angelus).

“The Magi adored the Child of Bethlehem, recognizing him as the promised Messiah, the Only-begotten Son of the Father in whom, as St Paul says, "the fullness of the deity resides in bodily form" (Col 2: 9). The disciples Peter, James and John, to whom Jesus revealed his divine glory - as the feast of the Transfiguration celebrated yesterday reminds us -, predicting his definitive victory over death, experienced something similar on Mount Tabor. Subsequently, with Easter, the crucified and Risen Christ was fully to manifest his divinity and offer to all men and women the gift of his redeeming love. Saints are those who accepted this gift and became true worshippers of the living God, loving him without reserve at every moment of their lives. With the forthcoming meeting in Cologne, the Church wants once again to present this holiness, the peak of love, to all the young people of the Third Millennium” (7 August 2005 – Angelus). 

“During this World Youth Day we will reflect together on the theme: "We have come to worship him" (Mt 2: 2). This is a precious opportunity for thinking more deeply about the meaning of human life as a "pilgrimage", a journey guided by a "star", in search of the Lord. Together we shall consider the Magi, who would never have thought to become pilgrims even after death, nor that one day their relics would be carried in pilgrimage to Cologne. We shall look to these personages who, coming from different lands, were among the first to recognize the promised Messiah in Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the Virgin Mary, and to bow down in worship before him (cf. Mt 2: 1-12). The Ecclesial Community and the city of Cologne have a special link with these emblematic figures. Like the Magi, all believers - and young people in particular - have been called to set out on the journey of life in search of truth, justice and love. We must seek this star, we must follow it. The ultimate goal of the journey can only be found through an encounter with Christ, an encounter which cannot take place without faith” (18 August 2005 – Speech at the airport of Cologne).

“For in every Mass the liturgy of the Word introduces us to our participation in the mystery of the Cross and Resurrection of Christ and hence, introduces us to the Eucharistic Meal, to union with Christ. Present on the altar is the One whom the Magi saw lying in the manger: Christ, the living Bread who came down from heaven to give life to the world, the true Lamb who gives his own life for the salvation of humanity. Enlightened by the Word, it is in Bethlehem - the "House of Bread" - that we can always encounter the inconceivable greatness of a God who humbled himself even to appearing in a manger, to giving himself as food on the altar” (18 August 2005 – Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“The Magi are filled with awe by what they see; heaven on earth and earth in heaven; man in God and God in man; they see enclosed in a tiny body the One whom the entire world cannot contain" (St Peter Chrysologus, Serm. 160, n. 2). In these days, during this "Year of the Eucharist", we will turn with the same awe to Christ present in the Tabernacle of Mercy, in the Sacrament of the Altar” (18 August 2005 – Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“The city of Cologne would not be what it is without the Magi, who have had so great an impact on its history, its culture and its faith. Here, in some sense, the Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany every day of the year! And so, before addressing you, dear inhabitants of Cologne, before greeting you, I wanted to pause for a few moments of prayer before the reliquary of the three Magi, giving thanks to God for their witness of faith, hope and love. You should know that in 1164 the relics of the Magi were escorted by the Archbishop of Cologne, Reinald von Dassel, from Milan, across the Alps, all the way to Cologne, where they were received with great jubilation. On their pilgrimage across Europe these relics left visible traces behind them which still live on today, both in place names and in popular devotions. In honour of the Magi the inhabitants of Cologne produced the most exquisite reliquary of the whole Christian world and raised above it an even greater reliquary: Cologne Cathedral. Along with Jerusalem the "Holy City", Rome the "Eternal City" and Santiago de Compostela in Spain, Cologne, thanks to the Magi, has become down the centuries one of the most important places of pilgrimage in the Christian West” (18 August 2005 – Speech outside the Cathedral of Cologne).

“I would like to recall the memory of the martyrs of the first centuries, like young St Ursula and her companions, who were martyrized under Diocletian. And St Boniface, the apostle of Germany, who was named Archbishop of Cologne in 745 with the consensus of Pope Zachary. This city is also connected to the name of St Albert the Great, whose body now lies in the crypt of the church of St Andrew, nearby. In Cologne Thomas Aquinas was his disciple and later he taught here as a professor. And we cannot forget blessed Adolph Kolping – who died in Cologne in 1865 – a shoemaker who became a priest and founded important social institutions, especially in the field of professional training. Closer to us, our thoughts go to Edith Stein, an illustrious Jewish philosopher of the 20th century, who entered here in Cologne in the Carmelite Convent with the name of Theresa Benedicta of the Cross before being deported to Auschwitz, where she died a martyr. John Paul II canonised her and declared her the Co-patron of Euroipe together with Sancta Brigida from Sweden and St Catherine from Siena. Thanks to these and all the other figures, both known and unknown, we discover the true and intimate face of this city and we become aware of the legacy we are given by the Christian generation that came before us. It is a rich legacy. We must be up to it. it is a responsibility that the very stones of the ancient city buildings remind us of” (18 August 2005 – Speech outside the Cathedral of Cologne).

“Adoration has a content and it involves giving. Through this act of adoration, these men from the East wished to recognize the child as their King and to place their own power and potential at his disposal, and in this they were certainly on the right path. By serving and following him, they wanted, together with him, to serve the cause of good and the cause of justice in the world. In this they were right. Now, though, they have to learn that this cannot be achieved simply through issuing commands from a throne on high. Now they have to learn to give themselves - no lesser gift would be sufficient for this King. Now they have to learn that their lives must be conformed to this divine way of exercising power, to God's own way of being. They must become men of truth, of justice, of goodness, of forgiveness, of mercy. They will no longer ask:  how can this serve me? Instead, they will have to ask:  How can I serve God's presence in the world? They must learn to lose their life and in this way to find it. Having left Jerusalem behind, they must not deviate from the path marked out by the true King, as they follow Jesus” (20 August 2005 – Address to the young people during the Vigil on the Marienfeld esplanade at Cologne).

“Yesterday evening we came together in the presence of the Sacred Host, in which Jesus becomes for us the bread that sustains and feeds us (cf. Jn 6: 35), and there we began our inner journey of adoration. In the Eucharist, adoration must become union. At the celebration of the Eucharist, we find ourselves in the "hour" of Jesus, to use the language of John's Gospel. Through the Eucharist this "hour" of Jesus becomes our own hour, his presence in our midst. Together with the disciples he celebrated the Passover of Israel, the memorial of God's liberating action that led Israel from slavery to freedom. Jesus follows the rites of Israel. He recites over the bread the prayer of praise and blessing. But then something new happens. He thanks God not only for the great works of the past; he thanks him for his own exaltation, soon to be accomplished through the Cross and Resurrection, and he speaks to the disciples in words that sum up the whole of the Law and the Prophets: "This is my Body, given in sacrifice for you. This cup is the New Covenant in my Blood". He then distributes the bread and the cup, and instructs them to repeat his words and actions of that moment over and over again in his memory” (21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass concluding the 20th World Youth Day at Cologne).

“What is happening? How can Jesus distribute his Body and his Blood? By making the bread into his Body and the wine into his Blood, he anticipates his death, he accepts it in his heart, and he transforms it into an action of love. What on the outside is simply brutal violence - the Crucifixion - from within becomes an act of total self-giving love. This is the substantial transformation which was accomplished at the Last Supper and was destined to set in motion a series of transformations leading ultimately to the transformation of the world when God will be all in all (cf. I Cor 15: 28). In their hearts, people always and everywhere have somehow expected a change, a transformation of the world. Here now is the central act of transformation that alone can truly renew the world:  violence is transformed into love, and death into life. Since this act transmutes death into love, death as such is already conquered from within, the Resurrection is already present in it. Death is, so to speak, mortally wounded, so that it can no longer have the last word. To use an image well known to us today, this is like inducing nuclear fission in the very heart of being - the victory of love over hatred, the victory of love over death. Only this intimate explosion of good conquering evil can then trigger off the series of transformations that little by little will change the world. All other changes remain superficial and cannot save. For this reason we speak of redemption:  what had to happen at the most intimate level has indeed happened, and we can enter into its dynamic. Jesus can distribute his Body, because he truly gives himself” (21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass concluding the 20th World Youth Day at Cologne).

“Proskynesis. It refers to the gesture of submission, the recognition of God as our true measure, supplying the norm that we choose to follow. It means that freedom is not simply about enjoying life in total autonomy, but rather about living by the measure of truth and goodness, so that we ourselves can become true and good. This gesture is necessary even if initially our yearning for freedom makes us inclined to resist it. We can only fully accept it when we take the second step that the Last Supper proposes to us. The Latin word for adoration is ad-oratio - mouth to mouth contact, a kiss, an embrace, and hence, ultimately love. Submission becomes union, because he to whom we submit is Love. In this way submission acquires a meaning, because it does not impose anything on us from the outside, but liberates us deep within” (21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass concluding the 20th World Youth Day at Cologne).

“The Eucharist must become the centre of our lives. If the Church tells us that the Eucharist is an essential part of Sunday, this is no mere positivism or thirst for power. On Easter morning, first the women and then the disciples had the grace of seeing the Lord. From that moment on, they knew that the first day of the week, Sunday, would be his day, the day of Christ the Lord. The day when creation began became the day when creation was renewed. Creation and redemption belong together. That is why Sunday is so important. It is good that today, in many cultures, Sunday is a free day, and is often combined with Saturday so as to constitute a "week-end" of free time. Yet this free time is empty if God is not present. Dear friends! Sometimes, our initial impression is that having to include time for Mass on a Sunday is rather inconvenient. But if you make the effort, you will realize that this is what gives a proper focus to your free time. Do not be deterred from taking part in Sunday Mass, and help others to discover it too. This is because the Eucharist releases the joy that we need so much, and we must learn to grasp it ever more deeply, we must learn to love it. Let us pledge ourselves to do this - it is worth the effort! Let us discover the intimate riches of the Church's liturgy and its true greatness:  it is not we who are celebrating for ourselves, but it is the living God himself who is preparing a banquet for us” (21 August 2005 – Homily during the Holy Mass concluding the 20th World Youth Day at Cologne).

Dialogue with the various Christian denominations in Germany

“My particular greeting goes to those who, like the Magi, have come from the East. You are the representatives of so many of our brothers and sisters who are waiting, without realizing it, for the star to rise in their skies and lead them to Christ, Light of the Nations, in whom they will find the fullest response to their hearts' deepest desires” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“As a native of this Country, I am quite aware of the painful situation which the rupture of unity in the profession of the faith has entailed for so many individuals and families. This was one of the reasons why, immediately following my election as Bishop of Rome, I declared, as the Successor of the Apostle Peter, my firm commitment to making the recovery of full and visible Christian unity a priority of my Pontificate” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“Among Christians, fraternity is not just a vague sentiment, nor is it a sign of indifference to truth. As you just said, Bishop, it is grounded in the supernatural reality of the one Baptism which makes us all members of the one Body of Christ (cf. I Cor 12: 13; Gal 3: 28; Col 2: 12). Together we confess that Jesus Christ is God and Lord; together we acknowledge him as the one mediator between God and man (cf. I Tm 2: 5), and we emphasize that together we are members of his Body” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“I do not intend here to outline a programme for the immediate themes of dialogue - this task belongs to theologians working alongside the Bishops. May I make a small comment: ecclesiologic issues, especially referring to the consecrated Ministry, priesthood, are indissolubly combined to the issue of the relationship between the Scripture and the Church and the correct interpretation of the Word of God and its development in the life of the Church.

Another urgent priority in ecumenical dialogue arises from the great ethical questions of our time; in this area, contemporary man, who is searching, rightly expects a common response on the part of Christians, which, thanks be to God, in many cases has been forthcoming. Unfortunately, this does not always happen. Because of contradictory positions in this area our witness to the Gospel and the ethical guidance, which we owe to the faithful and to society, lose their impact and often appear too vague, with the result that we fail in our duty to provide the witness that is needed in our time. Our divisions are contrary to the will of Jesus and they disappoint peoples' expectations” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“What does it mean to re-establish unity among all Christians? The Catholic Church has as her goal the full visible unity of the disciples of Christ, as defined by the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council in its various Documents (cf. Lumen Gentium, nn. 8, 13; Unitatis Redintegratio, nn. 2, 4, etc.). This unity, we are convinced, indeed subsists in the Catholic Church, without the possibility of ever being lost (cf. Unitatis Redintegratio, n. 4). It does not mean uniformity in all expressions of theology and spirituality, in liturgical forms and in discipline. Unity in multiplicity, and multiplicity in unity:  in my Homily for the Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul on 29 June last, I insisted that full unity and true catholicity in the original sense of the word go together. As a necessary condition for the achievement of this coexistence, the commitment to unity must be constantly purified and renewed; it must constantly grow and mature. To this end, dialogue has its own contribution to make” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“I see good reason in this context for optimism in the fact that today a kind of "network" of spiritual links is developing between Catholics and Christians from the different Churches and Ecclesial Communities:  each individual commits himself to prayer, to the examination of his own life, to the purification of memory, to the openness of charity. The father of spiritual ecumenism, Paul Couturier, spoke in this regard of an "invisible cloister" which unites within its walls those souls inflamed with love for Christ and his Church. I am convinced that if more and more people unite themselves interiorly to the Lord's prayer "that all may be one" (Jn 17: 21), then this prayer, made in the Name of Jesus, will not go unheard (cf. Jn 14: 13; 15: 7, 16, etc.). With the help that comes from on high, we will also find practical solutions to the different questions which remain open, and in the end our desire for unity will come to fulfilment, whenever and however the Lord wills. Now let us all go along this path together” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“The Ecumenical Meeting with representatives of the other Churches and Ecclesial Communities fitted in very well with the context of the Cologne Day, rich in hope. Germany's role in ecumenical dialogue is important, both because of the sad history of divisions and because of its important role in the journey of reconciliation. I hope that dialogue, as a reciprocal exchange of gifts and not only of words, will also help increase and develop that orderly and harmonious "symphony" which is Catholic unity. In this perspective, the World Youth Days are an effective ecumenical ‘workshop’” (24 August 2005 – General audience).

Dialogue with the Jews

“It has been my deep desire, during my first Visit to Germany since my election as the Successor of the Apostle Peter, to meet the Jewish community of Cologne and the representatives of Judaism in Germany. By this Visit I would like to return in spirit to the meeting that took place in Mainz on 17 November 1980 between my venerable Predecessor Pope John Paul II, then making his first Visit to this Country, and members of the Central Jewish Committee in Germany and the Rabbinic Conference. Today, too, I wish to reaffirm that I intend to continue with great vigour on the path towards improved relations and friendship with the Jewish People, following the decisive lead given by Pope John Paul II” (19 August 2005 – Speech during the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne).

“We must come to know one another much more and much better. Consequently, I would encourage sincere and trustful dialogue between Jews and Christians, for only in this way will it be possible to arrive at a shared interpretation of disputed historical questions, and, above all, to make progress towards a theological evaluation of the relationship between Judaism and Christianity. This dialogue, if it is to be sincere, must not gloss over or underestimate the existing differences:  in those areas in which, due to our profound convictions in faith, we diverge, and indeed, precisely in those areas, we need to show respect and love for one another” (19 August 2005 – Speech during the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne).

“The Decalogue (cf. Ex 20; Dt 5) is for us a shared legacy and commitment. The Ten Commandments are not a burden, but a signpost showing the path leading to a successful life. This is particularly the case for the young people whom I am meeting in these days and who are so dear to me. My wish is that they may be able to recognize in the Decalogue our common foundation, a lamp for their steps, a light for their path (cf. Ps 119: 105). Adults have the responsibility of handing down to young people the torch of hope that God has given to Jews and to Christians, so that "never again" will the forces of evil come to power, and that future generations, with God's help, may be able to build a more just and peaceful world, in which all people have equal rights and are equally at home” (19 August 2005 – Speech during the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne).

“And how can we fail to relive with emotion the visit to the Synagogue of Cologne, the home of the oldest Jewish Community in Germany? With my Jewish brothers and sisters I commemorated the Shoah and the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps. This year is also the 40th anniversary of the conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate, which has ushered in a new season of dialogue and spiritual solidarity between Jews and Christians, as well as esteem for the other great religious traditions” (24 August 2005 – General audience).

Dialogue with the Muslims

“I am certain that I echo your own thoughts when I bring up one of our concerns as we notice the spread of terrorism. Terrorist activity is continually recurring in various parts of the world, plunging people into grief and despair. Those who instigate and plan these attacks evidently wish to poison our relations and destroy trust, making use of all means, including religion, to oppose every attempt to build a peaceful and serene life together. Terrorism of any kind is a perverse and cruel choice which shows contempt for the sacred right to life and undermines the very foundations of all civil coexistence. If together we can succeed in eliminating from hearts any trace of rancour, in resisting every form of intolerance and in opposing every manifestation of violence, we will turn back the wave of cruel fanaticism that endangers the lives of so many people and hinders progress towards world peace. The task is difficult but not impossible. The believer knows that, despite his weakness, he can count on the spiritual power of prayer” (20 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of some Muslim communities).

“Dear friends, I am profoundly convinced that we must not yield to the negative pressures in our midst, but must affirm the values of mutual respect, solidarity and peace. The life of every human being is sacred, both for Christians and for Muslims. There is plenty of scope for us to act together in the service of fundamental moral values. This message is conveyed to us unmistakably by the quiet but clear voice of conscience. It is a message which must be heeded and communicated to others:  should it ever cease to find an echo in peoples' hearts, the world would be exposed to the darkness of a new barbarism. Only through recognition of the centrality of the person can a common basis for understanding be found, one which enables us to move beyond cultural conflicts and which neutralizes the disruptive power of ideologies” (20 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of some Muslim communities).

“You, my esteemed friends, represent some Muslim communities from this Country where I was born, where I studied and where I lived for a good part of my life. That is why I wanted to meet you. You guide Muslim believers and train them in the Islamic faith. Teaching is the vehicle through which ideas and convictions are transmitted. Words are highly influential in the education of the mind. You, therefore, have a great responsibility for the formation of the younger generation. I learn with gratitude of the spirit in which you assume responsibility. Christians and Muslims, we must face together the many challenges of our time. There is no room for apathy and disengagement, and even less for partiality and sectarianism. We must not yield to fear or pessimism. Rather, we must cultivate optimism and hope. Interreligious and intercultural dialogue between Christians and Muslims cannot be reduced to an optional extra. It is in fact a vital necessity, on which in large measure our future depends. The young people from many parts of the world are here in Cologne as living witnesses of solidarity, brotherhood and love. I pray with all my heart, dear and esteemed Muslim friends, that the merciful and compassionate God may protect you, bless you and enlighten you always. May the God of peace lift up our hearts, nourish our hope and guide our steps on the paths of the world” (20 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of some Muslim communities).

“This year is also the 40th anniversary of the conciliar Declaration Nostra Aetate, which has ushered in a new season of dialogue and spiritual solidarity between Jews and Christians, as well as esteem for the other great religious traditions. Islam occupies a special place among them. Its followers worship the same God and willingly refer to the Patriarch Abraham. That is why I wanted to meet the representatives of some Muslim Communities, to whom I expressed the hopes and worries of the rough time in history that we are living through, in the hope that fanaticism and violence will be uprooted and that we will always be able to work together to defend human dignity and protect the fundamental rights of men and women” (24 August 2005 – General audience).

Dignity

“Not only youth, but also communities and the Pastors themselves must become more and more aware of a fundamental fact about evangelization: wherever God does not have pride of place, wherever he is not recognized and worshipped as the Supreme Good, human dignity is at risk. It is therefore urgent to bring our contemporaries to "rediscover" the authentic face of God, who revealed himself to us in Jesus Christ. Thus, the humanity of our time will also be able, like the Magi, to fall to their knees and adore him. In speaking to the German Bishops, I recalled that worship is "not a luxury... but a priority". To seek Jesus must be the constant desire of believers, young people and adults, of the faithful and of their pastors. This seeking must be encouraged, supported and guided. Faith is not merely the attachment to a complex of dogmas, complete in itself, that is supposed to satisfy the thirst for God, present in the human heart. On the contrary, it guides human beings on their way through time toward a God who is ever new in his infinity. Christians, therefore, are at the same time both seekers and finders. It is precisely this that makes the Church young, open to the future, rich in hope for the whole of humanity” (27 August 2005 – Angelus).

Trust in the Lord

“Likewise, an anonymous elderly Desert Father has handed down to us this saying that echoes Psalm 131[130]: "I have never overstepped my rank to walk higher, nor have I ever been troubled in the case of humiliation, for I concentrated my every thought on this: praying the Lord to strip me of the old man" (I Padri del Deserto. Detti, Rome, 1980, p. 287)” (10 August 2005 – General audience).

“To all of you I appeal: Open wide your hearts to God! Let yourselves be surprised by Christ! Let him have "the right of free speech" during these days! Open the doors of your freedom to his merciful love! Share your joys and pains with Christ, and let him enlighten your minds with his light and touch your hearts with his grace. In these days blessed with sharing and joy, may you have a liberating experience of the Church as the place where God's merciful love reaches out to all people. In the Church and through the Church you will meet Christ, who is waiting for you” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“Dear young people, the happiness you are seeking, the happiness you have a right to enjoy has a name and a face: it is Jesus of Nazareth, hidden in the Eucharist. Only he gives the fullness of life to humanity! With Mary, say your own "yes" to God, for he wishes to give himself to you. I repeat today what I said at the beginning of my Pontificate: "If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship are the doors of life opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. Only in this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation" (Homily at the Mass of Inauguration, 24 April 2005). Be completely convinced of this: Christ takes from you nothing that is beautiful and great, but brings everything to perfection for the glory of God, the happiness of men and women, and the salvation of the world” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

Young people

“The experience of these past 20 years has taught us that every World Youth Day is in a certain sense a new beginning for the pastoral care of young people in the country that hosts it. Preparing for the event mobilizes people and resources. The celebration itself brings a gust of enthusiasm that must be sustained and, so to speak, rendered definitive. This enormous potential energy can further increase, spreading across the territory. I am thinking of the parishes, associations and movements. I am thinking of the priests, Religious, catechists and animators involved with young people. I believe that in Germany the large number of people involved in this event is well known. I am praying that each one of those who collaborated may genuinely grow in love for Christ and for the Church, and I encourage them all to carry on their pastoral work among the new generations together, with a renewed spirit of service” (21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops).

“The majority of young Germans live in comfortable social and financial conditions. Yet we know well that difficult situations are not lacking. In all social strata, especially those that are better off, the number of young people from broken families is on the rise. Unfortunately, unemployment among young people in Germany has increased. Moreover, many young men and women are bewildered and have no real answers to their questions about the meaning of life and death, about their present and their future. Many of the ideas put forward by modern society lead nowhere and unfortunately, very many young people end by sinking into the quicksand of alcohol and drugs, or caught in the clutches of extremist groups. Some young Germans, especially in the East, have never become personally acquainted with the Good News of Jesus Christ. Even in the traditionally Catholic regions, the teaching of religion and catechesis do not always manage to forge lasting bonds between young people and the Church community. For this reason the Church in Germany is committed to seeking new ways to reach out to young people, and the World Youth Days have been - as Pope John Paul II used to say - a sort of "laboratory" for this. They have been even a vocational laboratory: in these days the Lord will certainly make sure the hearts of many young people hear his pressing call. This call, of course, must be welcomed and interiorized; it needs to extend its roots down deep, in order to bear good and lasting fruits. Many testimonies of young people and couples show that the experience of these International meetings, developed in a process of faith, discernment and service to the Church, progresses into mature choices of marriage, religious life, priesthood or mission. We are aware of the scarcity of priests and religious that is becoming tragic even in Germany. I invite you, dear Brothers, to promote vocational pastoral care with a renewed thrust, so that it may reach parishes, educational centres and families. Youth and vocational pastoral care are necessarily connected to family pastoral care. We see how families today face many problems and difficulties. I exhort you not to lose heart, to be confident and continue your commitment in favour of the Christian family. Our goal is that married couples may fulfil their mission, especially in evangelising the children and the youth” (21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops).

“Associations and movements, which are undoubtedly a source of enrichment, play an important role in the world of youth. The Church must make the most of these realities, and at the same time she must guide them with pastoral wisdom, so that with the variety of their different gifts they may contribute in the best possible way to building up the community without ever entering into competition, but respecting one another and working together for the one Church to awaken in young people the joy of faith, love for the Church and passion for the Kingdom of God. To this purpose, those who are engaged with, and work for, young people must be themselves steady witnesses of Christ, faithful to the teaching of the Church. The same is true also in the field of Catholic education and Catechesis: I am sure you will carefully select the people destined to the tasks of teachers of religion and catechists; they must be qualified and they must be faithful to the teachings of the Church. A valid support to this work of Christian formation of the new generations certainly comes from the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, synthesising all the essential elements of the Catholic faith and morals in a clear and accessible manner” (21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops).

“Dear Brothers, please God, there will be other occasions on which to go deeply into the issues that challenge our common pastoral solicitude. This time I wanted, very briefly and not exhaustively, of course, to convey the message that the great pilgrimage of young people has left us. It seems to me that at the end of this event, the young people's request to us might be summed up as: "Yes, we came to worship him. We met him. Now help us to become his disciples and witnesses". It is a demanding appeal, but especially comforting to a Pastor's heart. May the memory of the days spent in Cologne under the banner of hope sustain our common service! I leave you with my affectionate encouragement, which at the same time is a heartfelt brotherly request: always proceed and work in agreement, on the basis of a communion of which the Eucharist is the summit and the source. I entrust you all to Mary, the Mother of Christ and of the Church, and I impart my Apostolic Blessing to each one of you and to your communities” (21 August 2005 – Speech to the German Bishops).

“Dear brothers and sisters from the heart of the "old" Europe, which unfortunately experienced in the past century horrendous conflicts and inhuman regimes, the young people have relaunched for the humanity of our time the message of hope that does not disappoint, for it is based on the Word of God made flesh in Jesus Christ, who died and rose for our salvation. In Cologne, the young people encountered and adored Emmanuel, God-with-us, in the mystery of the Eucharist, and they came to understand better that the Church is the great family through which God creates a space of communion and unity between every continent, culture and race, a "great band of pilgrims", so to speak, guided by Christ, the bright star that illumines history. Jesus makes himself our travelling companion in the Eucharist, and the Eucharist - as I said in my Homily at the concluding celebration, borrowing from physics a well known image - induces "nuclear fission" into the very heart of being. Only this innermost explosion of good that overcomes evil can give life to other transformations that are necessary to change the world. Let us pray, therefore, that the young people of Cologne will take home with them the light of Christ, which is truth and love, and spread it everywhere. I am confident that we will see a great springtime of hope in Germany, in Europe and throughout the world” (24 August 2005 – General audience).

John Paul II

“Today, as I arrived in Cologne to take part with you in the 20th World Youth Day, I naturally recall with deep gratitude the Servant of God so greatly loved by us all, Pope John Paul II, who had the inspired idea of calling young people from all over the world to join in celebrating Christ, the one Redeemer of the human race. Thanks to the profound dialogue which developed over more than 20 years between the Pope and young people, many of them were able to deepen their faith, forge bonds of communion, develop a love for the Good News of salvation in Christ and a desire to proclaim it throughout the world. That great Pope understood the challenges faced by young people today, and, as a sign of his trust in them, he did not hesitate to spur them on to be courageous heralds of the Gospel and intrepid builders of the civilization of truth, love and peace” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“Today, it is my turn to take up this extraordinary spiritual legacy bequeathed to us by Pope John Paul II. He loved you - you realized that and you returned his love with all your youthful enthusiasm. Now all of us together have to put his teaching into practice” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“In doing so, I wished consciously to follow in the footsteps of two of my great Predecessors:  Pope Paul VI, who over 40 years ago signed the conciliar Decree on Ecumenism Unitatis Redintegratio, and Pope John Paul II, who made that Document the inspiration for his activity. In ecumenical dialogue, Germany without a doubt has a place of particular importance. We are the Country where the Reformation began; however, Germany is also one of the countries where the ecumenical movement of the 20th century originated. With the successive waves of immigration in the last century, Christians from the Orthodox Churches and the ancient Churches of the East also found a new homeland in this Country. This certainly favoured greater contact and exchanges. Together we can rejoice in the fact that the dialogue, with the passage of time, has brought about a renewed sense of our brotherhood and has created a more open and trusting climate between Christians belonging to the various Churches and Ecclesial Communities. My venerable Predecessor, in his Encyclical Ut Unum Sint (1995), saw this as an especially significant fruit of dialogue (cf. nn. 41ff.; 64)” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the representatives of the various German Christian denominations).

“Just as beloved John Paul II used to do after every Apostolic Pilgrimage, today I too would like to run through with you the days I spent in Cologne for World Youth Day. Divine Providence determined that the destination of my first Apostolic Journey outside Italy be in my native Country and that it take place on the occasion of the great meeting of the world's young people, 20 years after the establishment of World Youth Day, desired with prophetic insight by my unforgettable Predecessor. After my return, I thank God from the bottom of my heart for the gift of this pilgrimage, of which I shall cherish beloved memories” (24 August 2005 – General audience).

Mission

“Dear seminarians! One day, God willing, by the consecration of the Holy Spirit you too will begin your mission. Remember always the words of Jesus: "Abide in my love" (Jn 15: 9). If you abide close to Christ, with Christ and in Christ, you will bear much fruit. You have not chosen him - we have just heard this in the witnesses given -, he has chosen you (cf. Jn 15: 16). Here is the secret of your vocation and your mission! It is kept in the Immaculate Heart of Mary, who watches over each one of you with a mother's love. Have recourse to Mary, often and with confidence. I assure you of my affection and my daily prayers. And I bless all of you from my heart” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the seminarians at the church of St Pantaleon at Cologne).

Peace

“As you know, in these past days the Irish Republic Army (IRA) of Northern Ireland has announced that it has formally ordered the end of armed conflict in favour of the exclusive use of peaceful negotiations. This is wonderful news, which contrasts with the sorrowful events in many parts of the world that we are witnessing daily, and has rightly given rise to pleasure and hope in that Island and the entire International Community. For my part, I am particularly glad to join in these sentiments. In addition, I encourage everyone, without exception, to continue to walk courageously on the path marked out and to take further steps that will make it possible to strengthen mutual trust, promote reconciliation and consolidate the negotiations for a just and lasting peace. I do so as vigorously as my venerable Predecessor, John Paul II when, in Drogheda in September 1979, he implored people to desert the paths of violence and return to the ways of peace. Let us entrust our common prayer for this intention to the intercession of Mary Most Holy, to St Patrick and all the Saints of Ireland” (31 July 2005 – Angelus).

Saints

“The Diocese and the region of Cologne, in particular, keep the living memory of great witnesses who, as it were, are present in the pilgrimage begun by the three Magi. I think of St Boniface, St Ursula, St Albert the Great, and, in more recent times, St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) and Bl. Adolph Kolping. These, our illustrious brothers and sisters in the faith, who down the centuries have held high the torch of holiness, have become people who have seen the star and have shown it to others. May these figures be "models" and "patrons" of this meeting of ours, of the World Youth Day” (18 August 2005 – Speech at the airport of Cologne).

“Some of you might perhaps describe your adolescence in the words with which Edith Stein, who later lived in the Carmel in Cologne, described her own: ‘I consciously and deliberately lost the habit of praying’” (18 August 2005 - Address to the young people from the Poller Rheinwiesen bank on the Rhine).

“Dear friends, what does all this mean for us? What we have just been saying about the nature of God being different, and about the way our lives must be shaped accordingly, sounds very fine, but remains rather vague and unfocused. That is why God has given us examples. The Magi from the East are just the first in a long procession of men and women who have constantly tried to gaze upon God's star in their lives, going in search of the God who has drawn close to us and shows us the way. It is the great multitude of the saints - both known and unknown - in whose lives the Lord has opened up the Gospel before us and turned over the pages; he has done this throughout history and he still does so today. In their lives, as if in a great picture-book, the riches of the Gospel are revealed. They are the shining path which God himself has traced throughout history and is still tracing today. My venerable Predecessor Pope John Paul II, who is with us at this moment, beatified and canonized a great many people from both the distant and the recent past. Through these individuals he wanted to show us how to be Christian:  how to live life as it should be lived - according to God's way. The saints and the blesseds did not doggedly seek their own happiness, but simply wanted to give themselves, because the light of Christ had shone upon them. They show us the way to attain happiness, they show us how to be truly human. Through all the ups and downs of history, they were the true reformers who constantly rescued it from plunging into the valley of darkness; it was they who constantly shed upon it the light that was needed to make sense - even in the midst of suffering - of God's words spoken at the end of the work of creation:  "It is very good". One need only think of such figures as St Benedict, St Francis of Assisi, St Teresa of Avila, St Ignatius of Loyola, St Charles Borromeo, the founders of 19-century religious orders who inspired and guided the social movement, or the saints of our own day - Maximilian Kolbe, Edith Stein, Mother Teresa, Padre Pio. In contemplating these figures we learn what it means "to adore" and what it means to live according to the measure of the Child of Bethlehem, by the measure of Jesus Christ and of God himself” (20 August 2005 – Speech to the young people during the Vigil on the Marienfeld esplanade at Cologne).

Seminary

“This is what a seminary is:  more than a place, it is a significant time in the life of a follower of Jesus. I can imagine the echo that resounds in your hearts from the words of the theme of this 20th World Youth Day - "We have come to worship him" - and the entire moving narration of the Magi. This evangelical passage has a special meaning precisely for you, because you are on an authentic journey, engaged in discerning and confirming your call to the priesthood” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the seminarians at the church of St Pantaleon at Cologne).

“The seminary years are a time of preparing for mission. The Magi "departed for their own country" and most certainly bore witness to their encounter with the King of the Jews. You too, after your long, necessary programme of seminary formation, will be sent forth as ministers of Christ; indeed, each of you will return as an alter Christus. On their homeward journey, the Magi surely had to deal with dangers, weariness, disorientation, doubts. The star was no longer there to guide them! The light was now within them. Their task was to guard and nourish it in the constant memory of Christ, of his Holy Face, of his ineffable Love” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the seminarians at the church of St Pantaleon at Cologne).

“In Cologne, the young people had several opportunities to examine these important spiritual topics deeply; they felt impelled by the Holy Spirit to be enthusiastic and consistent witnesses of Christ, who promised to remain truly present among us in the Eucharist until the end of the world. I am thinking back to the various moments that I had the joy of spending with them, especially the Saturday Vigil and the Concluding Celebration on Sunday. Millions of other young people from every corner of the earth joined us in these vivid expressions of faith, thanks to the providential radio and television link-ups. However, I would like here to recall a special Meeting, my encounter with the seminarians, young men called to a more radical and personal following of Christ, Teacher and Pastor. I wanted a specific moment to be devoted to them, also to highlight the vocational dimension typical of World Youth Days. In the past 20 years, many vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life have been born precisely during the World Youth Days, privileged occasions when the Holy Spirit makes his call forcefully heard” (19 August 2005 – Speech to the seminarians at the church of St Pantaleon at Cologne).

The Virgin Mary

“The Solemnity of the Assumption, so dear to popular tradition, serves as a useful occasion for all believers to meditate on the true sense and value of human existence in view of eternity. Dear brothers and sisters, Heaven is our final dwelling place; from there, Mary encourages us by her example to welcome God's will, so as not to allow ourselves to be seduced by the deceptive attraction to what is transitory and fleeting, and not to give in to the temptations of selfishness and evil which extinguish the joy of life in the heart. I invoke the help of Mary assumed into Heaven especially for the young people who are participating in World Youth Day who, transferring from other German Dioceses where they were guests for some days or those coming directly from their own countries, are meeting from today on in Cologne. God willing, I will join them on Thursday to live together the various moments of this extraordinary ecclesial event. The highlight of World Youth Day will be the solemn Prayer Vigil on Saturday evening and the Eucharistic Celebration on Sunday, 21 August. May the Most Holy Virgin enable all those who are taking part to follow the example of the Magi in order to meet Christ present especially in the Eucharist, and to return to their cities and native lands with the active proposal to witness to the newness and joy of the Gospel” (15 August 2005 – Angelus).

“May the Virgin Mary, who presented the Child Jesus to the Magi when they arrived in Bethlehem to worship the Saviour, continue to intercede for us, just as for centuries she has kept watch over the German People from her many shrines throughout the German Länder. May the Lord bless everyone here present, together with all the pilgrims and all who live in this Land. May God protect the Federal Republic of Germany!” (18 August 2005 – Speech at the airport of Cologne).

Quaestiones

The first interview given by Pope Benedict XVI to Radio Vaticana

On August 13th, in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI gave his first interview to Fr. E. Von Gemmingen, the head of the German section of Radio Vaticana. The following is the complete text of the interview.

Q. – Holy Father, on April 25th you said: I am glad I am going to Cologne. Why glad?

A. – For many reasons. First of all, I spent some very nice years in Rhineland and I am glad to return to its atmosphere, this city open to the world, and anything that is connected to it. I am also glad because Providence wanted my first journey abroad to be to Germany: I wouldn’t have dared to organise it myself! But of course, if it God’s will we have the right to rejoice for it! And the fact that this first journey abroad is a meeting with the young people from all over the world… Meeting young people is always beautiful, because they may even have many problems, but they still carry with them so much hope, enthusiasm, so many expectations: the youth are the dynamic of the future! A meeting with young people always gives new energy, it gives cheerfulness, openness. These are some of the reasons, and as the time goes by they increase, and certainly don’t diminish, my joy.

Q. – Holy Father, which is the message you want to bear to the young people coming to Cologne from all over the world? Which is the most important thing you want to convey to them?

A. – I would like to make them understand that being Christians is something beautiful! The common idea is that Christians need to observe heaps of commandments, prohibitions, principles and similar things, so Christianity is something tiresome and oppressive to live, and a person is freer without all those loads. On the contrary, I would like to clarify that being supported by an immense Love and a revelation is not a burden, they are wings and being Christians is beautiful. This experience gives us a breadth of thought, but above all it gives us a community, the fact, I mean, that as Christians we are never alone. First of all, there is God, who is always among us; and then among us we always form an immense community, a community that walks ahead together, with a project for the future: all this gives us a life worth living. The joy of being Christians: it is also beautiful and fair to believe!

Q. – Holy Father, the word Pope means to “build bridges” – “pontifex” precisely. The Church is built on an ancient wisdom, and today you meet young people who are certainly full of enthusiasm, but still have a long way to go in terms of wisdom… How is it possible to be a bridge between this ancient wisdom – including the wisdom of the Pope, who is quite old – and young people? How?

A. – Well, I hope the Lord will help me in this! Anyway, wisdom is not something with a stale taste – in German this world is somehow associated to this taste! Rather, I think wisdom is the understanding of what is important, eyes that grasp what is essential. It is obvious that young people still need to “learn” to live their lives, they want to discover it themselves, they don’t want to have everything on a plate. Here there could be some kind of a contradiction. At the same time, though, wisdom helps to interpret the world, which is always new, because, in different contexts, wisdom constantly leads to what is essential and how the essential can be put into practise. In this sense, I believe speaking, believing and living starting from something that was given to humanity and lit lights up for humankind, is not something stale served on a plate, but rather something adequate to the dynamics of the youth, who demand something immense and absolute. This is what the wisdom of faith is: not the fact of retaining a massive amount of details, which are necessary for a job, but the ability to recognise, beyond the details, what is essential in one’s life, how to be a Person, how to build one’s future.

Q. – Holy Father, you said, with words that have been recalled several times since, “The Church is young”, not something old? What did you mean?

A. – First of all, in a biological sense, because there are many young people who belong to her; but she is also young because her faith flows from the spring of God, from the source of everything new and renewing. It is not, therefore, a rehash, warmed up over and over again and re-administered to us for 2000 years. God himself is the origin of youth and life. And if faith is a gift that comes from him – the fresh water we are constantly given – enabling us to live, which we, in turn, can introduce as a vivifying strength in the world, then it means that the Church has the power to grow young again. Looking at the Church, a Fathers of the Church saw that as the years went by, surprisingly, the Church did not grow old, rather she became more youthful, because she constantly moves toward the Lord, closer and closer to that source of youth, novelty, rest, the fresh force of life.

Q. – You know the German Church better than me. One of the crucial challenges is ecumenism, the unity of the Church and especially between the Catholic Church and the Evangelical Churches. Perhaps there may be a utopian hope that the WYD may be a turning point for ecumenism. How significant will the role of ecumenism be at Cologne?

A. – It is there, since the task of unity fills the whole Church and it certainly is not a marginal task. Moreover, when faith is lived out and put in the “centre”, it represents itself a driving force of unity. Of course, ecumenical dialogue is not in the agenda of Cologne, because Cologne is essentially a meeting of Catholic young people from all over the world, where there will be some non-Catholic young people, as well, who want to see if they can find the answers to their questions in us. I imagine that this ecumenical dimension may be present in the meetings of young people: the young people do not only speak with the Pope, they also meet with one another, as well. I will have a meeting with our Evangelical brothers: unfortunately, we will not have much time, since the program of the day is full; it will be enough to reflect on how we want to progress. I remember very well and with pleasure the first visit of John Paul II to Germany: at Mainz, they were sitting around the same table, the Pope and the representatives of the Evangelical Community, reflecting on how to proceed. After that meeting, they established the Commission that gave birth to the Augusta Declaration on Justification. I believe it is important that we always, constantly, keep Christian unity in mind, in our hearts, as Christians, and not only during specific meetings; that is why, whatever we can do starting from our faith, will bear an ecumenical meaning.

Q. – Holy Father, unfortunately in our rich Countries in the north of the world, many people grow distant from the Church and from faith in general, especially young people. How can we contrast this tendency? Better, how can we answer their quest for a meaning in life – “What does my life mean?” – that rises from the young people, so that they may say: “Ah, that’s what I need: the Church!”?

A. – Of course, we are all trying to present the Gospel to the young people so that they may understand: “This is the message I was waiting for!”. It is true, in our western modern society there are many burdens that make people drift away from Christianity; faith seems very far off, even God seems so far off… Life, on the contrary, is full of chances and challenges… and generally, young people want to be the masters of their lives, they want to live out the best of their potential… I think of the Prodigal Son who considered his life in his father’s house boring: “I want to get the best out of my life, enjoy every inch of it!”. And then he realised that his life was empty and he was actually free and great when he lived in his father’s  house! However, I think that among young people there is widespread feeling that all the enjoyment that is offered to them, all the market built on spare time, whatever is done, or may be done, bought and sold, in the end cannot be “the absolute”. Somewhere there must be something else! And there comes the question: “What is essential? What we have, what we can buy cannot be all there is!”. And there comes the so-called “Religions’ market”, that somehow offers religion again, as merchandise though, debasing it of course. Nevertheless, it does point out a question. Now, we must acknowledge this question and not ignore it, evading Christianity as if it were over or sufficiently tested, we must contribute so that it may be recognised as a constantly fresh chance that flows from God, hiding and revealing constantly new dimensions within itself… Actually, the Lord says: “The Holy Spirit will introduce you to things I cannot tell you for now!”. Christianity is full of unrevealed dimensions and it reveals itself as always new and fresh, if the question one asks comes from the depth of one’s heart. Somehow, we realise that the question already existed and we are living out the answer and through that question we receive fresh answers, again and again. This should be the event rising from the meeting of the proclamation of the Gospel and being young.

Q. – I feel as if Europe were giving up being itself, abandoning its values; values founded on Christianity and even other values count increasingly less. As Europeans, we live as if we were tired, while the Chinese and the Indians show a great vitality. We speak of Christian roots with regard to the Constitutional Declaration of the European Union and Europe is going through a crisis. Now, can an event like the World Youth Day, where nearly a million people are expected, lead to a renewed vigour in searching for our Christian roots, especially among the young people, so that we may all continue to live in a “human” manner?

A. – We hope so, because a meeting such as this, with people coming from every continent, should give new vigour to the “old” continent that hosts it; it should help us not to look only at what is sick, tired, missing in European history – let us not forget that we are in a phase of self-commiseration and self-condemnation. In all histories there is something “sick”, even though for our own, with its massive development in technical options, this grows to even more dramatic consequences. We need to look at the great things that were born in Europe! Otherwise, if this civilization did not have very deep roots, the whole world today wouldn’t be “living” the civilization that developed in Europe! Today this is all we have to offer; collecting this civilization, but seeking other roots, people may fall in contradiction… I believe that this civilization, with all its dangers and hopes, can be “mastered” and lead to its greatness only if it will learn to recognise the sources of its strength; if we can perceive its “greatness” again, so that it can give back an orientation and importance to being “Human”, which is so much threatened today; if we will rejoice for our living on this continent that has decided the fate of the world – for good and for bad. That is why we have the duty to constantly rediscover the truth, its purity and greatness and determine the future, to be in new position, perhaps a better one, in the service of the whole of humanity.

Q. – One last question: the ideal purpose of the World Youth Day at Cologne: if everything were to be perfect…

A. – Well, certainly that a wind of new faith were to pass over the youth, especially on the German and European youth. In Germany there are still important Christian institutions, Christians still do many good actions, but there is also so much tiredness. We are so engaged in solving structural questions that we lack the enthusiasm and joy that come from faith. If this wind were to give new life to the joy of knowing Christ, if it were to give new drive to the Church in Germany and in Europe, I think we could say that the World Youth Day has reached its purpose.

Q. – Thank you, Holy Father, for this conversation. We wish you all the best for the beautiful, though tiring, days lying ahead of you in Cologne, and may God bless you.

A. – Thank you!

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Agenzia Fides “Palazzo di Propaganda Fide” - 00120 Città del Vaticano - tel. 06 69880115 - fax  06 69880107 - E-mail:  fides@fides.va
PAGE  
29

[image: image3.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




[image: image4.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




_1137661794.doc
[image: image1.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI








