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LATIN AMERICA
THE WORLD’S MOST CATHOLIC CONTINENT

WHERE THE VALUE OF PEACE AMONG NATIONS IS MORE THAN

A HOPE FOR ITS RE-LAUNCHING AND DEVELOPMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Latin America is a reality composed of 34 countries at peace with each other, and mainly governed by democracies, homogenous with regard to cultures and languages (except for Brazil with Portuguese), with deep lying Christian roots. Situations of crisis in many of the countries have common denominators. Despite rich natural resources and the end of economies with super-inflation, in the last ten years poverty and unequal distribution of income, result of the former, have suffered few defeats. Crime and insecurity have increased as a consequence of situations of economic crisis.


Argentina, Brasile, Uruguay and Paraguay belong to a regional market Mercosur, plus Chile, Bolivia and Peru as member countries. Andes countries Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru for the Andina Community. Negotiations are underway to establish free trade zones with all the countries of America ALCA and with the European Union and other regions.
Many Countries At Peace With One Another

A goal of no little importance for a continent still new, like Latin America, is peace among its countries. In fact all border disputes and connected problems which in the past caused tension and conflict have been solved. The last to be settled was a dispute over a strip of jungle borderland between Ecuador and Peru. It is interesting to note that a border war between Argentina and Chile was solved thanks to Vatican mediation. In 1979 these two profoundly Catholic nations were on the brink of war over the Beagle Channel. Cardinal Angelo Sodano, then Papal Nuncio in Argentina, revealed that the Pope himself had decided to intervene to prevent the  war . 


The Holy See settled the conflict to the point that on the occasion of the centenary of Statue of Christ the Redeemer placed on the border in the Andes between the two countries, the Pope sent a message which was read in public on 13 March 2004 in the presence of the Presidents of Argentina and Chile. Small difficulties remain to be settled but the mentality in favour of territorial expansion has practically disappeared today. 


This situation of peace among its nations has fostered regional stability and democratic consolidation to the point that today, except for Cuba, the present governments were all elected with a universal and secret vote . It is true that not all governments are faithful to the spirit of true democracy, nevertheless they are in power thanks to the people’s vote. Military dictatorships are a thing of the past although democratic governments are not helped by widespread economic crises in the region.


Democracy and peace are an indispensable frame for a region which is homogenous in its culture. A Mexican in the north of Latin America is more similar to a Chilean in the far south than to a citizen of southern or northern Europe. There is also homogeneity with regard to language, seeing that Brazil, the only large country which speaks a different language, Portuguese, has started teaching Spanish in schools. Moreover, Brazilians travelling in other parts of Latin America and Latin Americans visiting Brazil, have no difficulty in making themselves understood.

Different crises with common denominators  


More than a crisis in Latin America, we can speak of several countries in crisis, some with common elements such as international debt and difficulty with exporting raw materials and farm products, which make it impossible to overcome poverty. 


Each crisis has its own characteristics. For example the ideological motivation which led to guerrilla and terrorist movements in the 1960s, 70s and 80s to speak of a  “continent in flames”, does not prevail. Repression by military governments which led to brutal and unjustifiable actions, is a thing of the past, although not entirely forgotten and the scars have still to be healed. 


The existing crises are confined to countries and are connected with crime such as drug trafficking in Colombia, and are no longer necessarily connected with ideologies, at least the Latin American level. But locally the crises have weighed on factors such as health, although  statistics show some positive elements including a slight rise in the life expectancy rate. 

 social development 

	country
	Life expectancy
	Infant death rate per 100
	Death rate under five
	Malnutrition percentage


source:http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/DesarrolloSocial/9/LCG2209PE/Capitulo_I_2
003_esp.pdf[image: image4.png]agenzia fides

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI





Natural resources

Some describe Latin Americans as ‘poor people sitting on a heap of gold’ this description is more folkloristic than real seeing that not all the countries in Latin America are that rich and that natural resources today are not as important as in the past for the development of a country . 


In some regions agriculture and livestock rearing is difficult because of extreme climate and inhospitable territory. While other regions with good soil produce record harvests. There are many first areas and the jungle offers many raw materials. Mineral resources are abundant and Venezuela is the world’s fifth largest oil producer. Subtropical areas and also cold regions have plenty of forests. The Amazon region except in Chile and in northern Colombia, has great potential with regard to effective sustainable exploitation. 

POVERTY AND EXTREME POVERTY 
1990–2001/2002 

(percentage)

country
           Year     poverty 
 extreme poverty 
	Argentina

	1990

1997

1999

2002
	21.2

17.8

19.7

41.5


	5.2
4.8
4.8
18.6


	Bolivia

	1989

1997

1999

2002


	52.6

62.1

60.6

62.4


	23.0
37.2
36.4
37.1


	Brazil

	1990

1996

1999

2001


	48.0

35.8

37.5

37.5


	23.4
13.9
13.9
13.2


	Chile

	1990

1996

2000


	38.6

23.2

20.6


	10.6
4.9
4.6


	Colombia

	1994

1997

1999

2002


	52.5

50.9

54.9

50.6


	28.5
28.5
26.8
23.7


	Costa Rica

	1990

1997

1999

2002


	26.3

22.5

20.3

20.3


	10.1
7.8
7.8
8.2


	Ecuador

	1990

1997

1999

2001


	62.1

56.2

63.5

49.0


	26.2
22.2
31.3
19.4


	El Salvador

	1995

1997

1999

2001


	54.2

55.5

49.8

48.9


	21.7
23.3
21.9
22.1


	Guatemala

	1989

1998

2002


	69.4

61.1

59.9


	42.0
31.6
30.3


	Honduras

	1990

1997

1999

2002


	80.8

79.1

79.7

77.3


	60.9
54.4
56.8
54.4


	Mexico

	1989

1996

2000

2002
	47.7

52.9

41.1

39.4


	18.7
22.0
15.2
12.6


	Nicaragua

	1993

1998

2001


	12.6

69.9

69.4


	48.4
44.6
42.4


	Panama

	1991

1997

1999

2002


	39.9

29.7

25.7

25.3


	16.2
10.7
8.1
8.9


	Paraguay

	1990

1996

1999

2001


	43.2

46.3

60.6

61.0


	13.1
16.3
33.8
33.2


	Peru

	1997

1999

2001


	47.6

48.6

54.8


	25.1
22.4
24.4


	Dominican Republic

	2000

2002
	46.9

44.9


	22.1
20.3


	Uruguay

	1990

1997

1999

2002


	20.3

9.5

9.4

15.4


	3.4
1.7
1.8
2.5


	Venezuela

	1990

1997

1999

2002


	39.8

48.0

49.4

48.6


	14.4
20.5
21.7
22.2


	Latin America 

	1990

1997

1999

2000

2001

2002


	48.3

43.5

43.8

42.5

43.2

44.0


	22.5
19.0
18.5
18.1
18.5
19.4



Fonte :
http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/DesarrolloSocial/9/LCG2209PE/Capitulo_I_2003_esp.pdf
Why do countries with so many natural resources suffer from poverty? 

In the past for a thousand kilos of gold military expeditions were made. Today a car factory makes the same amount in a few weeks

The region’s wealth in raw materials and farming is important. But it can lead to a mistaken opinion with regard to the problem because in the present day global economy not only the product is important but the additional value of being able to offer it. 


One small example: a kilo of potatoes in Argentina costs less than 5 cents of a Euro but the same quantity of frozen potatoes ready for frying in EU countries costs about 2 Euro, (forty times more).  The same is true for minerals which had more value in the past. A kilo of gold costs around 8,000 Euro, not enough to buy a good car. In the past military expeditions were made for a thousand kilos of gold. Today a car factory makes the same sum in a few weeks. Today good set of false teeth with porcelain, resin and synthetic elements can cost as much as a kilo of gold. 


In addition to low prices for farm products compared to the selling price in developed countries there are customs on these products as well as government subsidies to farmers in Japan, USA and EU, which cause an alteration in prices to the disadvantage of producers in poor countries. In the EU each cow receives a monthly subsidy of about 50 Euro, equal to a month’s pay for a farm worker in poor countries. There exist also phyto-sanitary protection and other filters to prevent farm products from entering countries. We will not go into detail here with regard to measures adopted by developed countries, because they have the right to protect their agriculture, we say simply that natural resources alone do not make a poor country rich. 


In trade between Italy and Argentina for example a kilo of goods exported from Argentina is paid 320 dollars, while a kilo exported from Italy is paid 3,200 dollars. (info: Argentinean Embassy in Rome). The additional value makes the difference. 

Poor and extremely poor 1980-1999 / source Cepal

	Year  
	Percentage poor people

	Poor in millions
	Percentage of exrtemely poor
	Extremely poor in millions

	1980
	40.5
	135.9
	18.6
	62.4

	1990
	48.3
	200.2
	22.5
	93.4

	1994
	45.7
	201.5
	20.8
	91.6

	1997
	43.5
	203.8
	19.0
	88.8

	1999
	43.8
	211.4
	18.5
	89.4

	2002
	44.0
	221.4
	19.4
	97.4


Source : Cepal http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/DesarrolloSocial/2/LCG2212PE/lb77_CapI.pdf Estimate for 19 countries in the region.

Source: CEPAL, sobre la base de tabulaciones especiales de las encuestas de hogares de los respectivos países.
http://www.cepal.org/publicaciones/DesarrolloSocial/9/LCG2209PE/Capitulo_I_2003_esp.pdf

Annual growth of GNP in Latin American countries is low for developing countries. According to experts the gross national product must be higher than 8% to overcome poverty.
country                
Period         growth of GNP
	Argentina 
	1990 -  1999
	3,3

	Brazil 
	1990 - 1999
	1,0

	Chile  
	1990 - 2000
	4,5

	Colombia  
	1991 - 1999
	0,6

	Costa Rica  
	1990 - 1999
	2,4

	Ecuador  
	1990 - 1999
	0,5

	El Salvador  
	1995 - 1999
	1,1

	Guatemala  
	1989 - 1998
	1,5

	Honduras  
	1990  - 1999
	0,1

	Mexico  
	1989 - 1998
	1,5

	Nicaragua  
	1993 - 1998
	1,7

	Panama 
	1991 - 1999
	2,4

	Uruguay  
	1990 - 1999
	2,7

	Venezuela  
	1990 - 1999
	0,0

	Latin America 
	1990 - 1999
	1,4


Details on national GNP variation in the region  (CEPAL)
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 http://utal.org/cidutal/estadisticas/49.htm
Steady emigration in search of better living conditions

Situations of poverty have led millions of Latin Americans to move to other countries in search of a better life and from rural areas to cities, and even from the poorest Latin American countries to richer Latin American countries and to countries outside the area, mainly the United States, Europe and Japan. Exact figures are difficult to obtain. However money sent home by Latina American emigrants is the third largest income for some South American nations.


It is estimated that in 2004 Latin American countries will receive a total of 40 billion dollars from family members abroad, a sum which is 50% higher than that of direct investments. 30 billion will be sent home by immigrants in the United States and 10 billion from immigrants in European Union countries.
International debt, an unbearable burden

International debt is a general problem in the region and it has reached unbearable percentages, particularly to multinational credit bodies. 


 TOTAL INTERNATIONAL DEBT  IN BILLION DOLLARS
	country
	Year
	Valore
	

	Latin America and Caribbean
	1998
	697,797
	 

	Argentina
	1998
	118,200
	 

	Bolivia
	1998
	4.250
	 

	Brazil
	1998
	222,500
	

	Chile
	1998
	30,670
	

	Colombia
	1998
	34,000
	

	Costa Rica
	1998
	3,430
	

	Cuba
	1998
	10,200
	

	Ecuador
	1998
	16,100
	

	El Salvador
	1998
	2,690
	

	Guatemala
	1998
	2,400
	

	Guyana
	1998
	1,550
	

	Haiti
	1998
	1,100
	

	Honduras
	1998
	4,150
	

	Jamaica
	1998
	3,300
	

	Mexico
	1998
	158,000
	

	Nicaragua
	1998
	6,280
	

	Panama
	1998
	5,350
	

	Paraguay
	1998
	1,620
	

	Peru
	1998
	29,780
	

	Dominican Republic
	1998
	3,470
	

	Trinidad y Tobago
	1998
	1,407
	

	Uruguay
	1998
	5,750
	

	Venezuela
	1998
	31,600
	


source: www.uniceflac.org/espanol/sri_2000/indicadores/debt.html

In his letter "Tertio Millennio Adveniente", written in 1994 in preparation for the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, Pope John Paul II said: " Indeed, it has to be said that a commitment to justice and peace in a world like ours, marked by so many conflicts and intolerable social and economic inequalities, is a necessary condition for the preparation and celebration of the Jubilee. Thus, in the spirit of the Book of Leviticus (25:8-12), Christians will have to raise their voice on behalf of all the poor of the world, proposing the Jubilee as an appropriate time to give thought, among other things, to reducing substantially, if not cancelling outright, the international debt which seriously threatens the future of many nations.".
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The international credit granting system is certainly deficient in many ways. A bank would never lend money to people offering the guarantees offered by Latin American countries. For example when a bank offers a loan to a person it asks that the part of capital be returned to the same measure as the interest is paid, so that the person does not suddenly find himself with un unbearable debt. A loan never obliges the person to pay only interest and after twenty years the value of the capital. This system has produced situations where countries are obliged to use a high percentage of their income to pay only interest without freeing themselves of the debt of the capital received. 


Many countries after paying all the interest are forced to request another loan to pay the rest. A year before it’s economy crashed in 2001 Argentina obtained a loan of 40 billion dollars from WMF to pay instalments for 80 billion already loaned. When 22 billion had been paid, the economy crashed. 


Some countries, such as Italy, in keeping with the words of the Pope, adopted positive criteria which started a programme to exchange Peru’s debt with social programmes in less favoured sectors of that country. 

Evolution of total international debt as percentage of exports and service goods  [image: image2.png]a. Latina y Caribe
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* not included Nicaragua (688,9%). Cuba, Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago which have not supplied information for the year 
source: http://utal.org/cidutal/estadisticas/32.htm

Drugs

Drugs, especially cocaine, are produced in jungle regions found all over Latin America. The plant needs no particular care although plantations cause irreversible environment damage. The fact that these plantations have developed in only a few countries although all the countries have similar environments, would point to complicity of those whose job it is to prevent the development of this type of cultivation. In addition to traditional markets where cocaine is exported, there is now concerning internal use among locals, especially in large cities not only among the richer people but also those with small incomes. Campesinos peasants who produce the drug are paid next to nothing while obviously traffickers grow rich. Attempts to plant alternative crops have proved and are still proving unsuccessful.  

Proliferation of new self-service sects and religions 

Proliferation of sects found fertile ground in Latin America due to a good extent to the vitality of its peoples, a desire for spirituality but among the less educated strange to say. 

It is difficult to define a sect and so many experts prefer to speak of sectarian attitudes due to the fundamentalism of these beliefs. But the general concept of a sect is clear. Sects exist to be seen and they manage to maintain  certain number of followers because new ones are attracted and replace old ones who leave disappointed. 

In 1988 addressing Peruvian Bishops on their ad limina visit to Rome the Pope said: “I see that in Latin American countries sects constitute a major problem and some Bishops are pessimistic with regard to the future. I cannot remain indifferent to these pessimistic opinions  (…) “This problem must prompt deeper pastoral concern leading to evangelisation for which you must be able to rely on pastoral workers well formed and filled with apostolic spirit” (23 June 1988 address to Peruvian Bishops)
Addressing Bishops from Argentina on 7 February 1995, John Paul II said: 

(…) “religious ignorance and deficient vital assimilation of the faith, deriving from insufficient or poor catechesis, leave the baptised helpless in front of real dangers of secularism and proselytism of fundamentalist sects, which threaten to take the place of the rich and beautiful expressions of Christian popular piety. (...).

Liberation Theology
Born in the 1970s in Peru with Father Gutièrrez and in Brazil with Fray Betto, Liberation Theology sought to give a religious interpretation of existing situations of poverty leading to political issues and in some extreme cases even armed fighting in the years of guerrilla groups and military dictatorships.  

To remove all misunderstanding Pope John Paul II asked the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to make a serious study the results of which were published in two documents:

Instruction on certain aspects of the "Theology of  Liberation" – Libertatis nuntius (Instructio de quibusdam rationibus «Theologiae Liberationis»), August 6, 1984
AAS 76 (1984) 876-909; DOCUMENTA 57
OR 3/4.91984, 1-2.4; CivCat 135 (1984) 4, 47-68; DocCath 81 (1984) 890-900; EV 9, 866-927; LE 5072; Dokumenty, II, 12 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19840806_theology-liberation_en.html
Instruction on Christian freedom and liberation – Libertatis conscientia (Instructio de libertate christiana et liberatione), March 22, 1986
AAS 79 (1987) 554-599
OR 6.4.1986, 1.4; CivCat 137 (1986) 2, 146-185; Communicationes 18 (1986) 48-53 [n. 71 usque ad n. 80]; DocCath 83 (1986) 393-411; EV 10, 118-239;LE 5184; Dokumenty, II, 15
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19860322_freedom-liberation_en.html
The first document expresses the Holy See’s deep reserve for Liberation Theology as exposed by Father Gutiérrez, particularly with regard the acceptance of the analysis with class elements which seemed to be inspired by Marxism.

The purpose of the Instruction was “to draw the attention of pastors, theologians, and all the faithful to the deviations, and risks of deviation, damaging to the faith and to Christian living, that are brought about by certain forms of liberation theology which use, in an insufficiently critical manner, concepts borrowed from various currents of Marxist thought”.
The second document recognises the importance of authentic solidarity towards the poor and outlines the basis for Catholic social teaching. Hence liberation understood as the central theme of Judeo-Christian theology, a liberation from evil and sin. 

Criticism of Liberation Theology does not mean refusal to recognise serious injustice suffered by peoples and the responsibility of Christians to work to alleviate this suffering with respect for the social teaching of the Church. 

 http://www.churchforum.org/info/El_Papa/Documentos_Pontificios/teolog%C3%ADa.htm

Attacks on life

In many countries in the region life is attacked. Not by chance on 23 January 1999 in Mexico Pope John Paul II called the Church to  "take a prophetical stance against the culture of death so that the continent of hope will be also the continent of life". There have been clamorous cases for example that of former President of Peru Alberto Fujimori who championed a campaign to sterilise women in childbearing age. 

In Brazil on, 4 October 1997 during a Meeting of Families at Maracanà sports stadium the Pope underlined the position of the Church:  “the abominable crime of abortion, the shame of humanity, should not be allowed to condemn unborn children to the most unjust of executions: the killing of the most innocent of human beings.” 

Figures available are partial and unreliable because abortion illegal in several countries of Latin America, but here they are:
partial figures on pregnancy terminated with in abortion.

Cuba – 1996 - 59.9%

Mexico 1998 - 0.12%

Puerto Rico - 1992 - 22.95

Mexico 2002 – 10.000

Cuba 2002  - 210.000

In addition there is pressure also from international institutions. NGOs and multilateral credit bodies which demand furious birth control and abortion campaigns. 

It should be said that various Latin American governments have legalised the day after pill RU 486, which provokes abortion. 

At the same time there is a concerning increase in the number of children born out of wedlock. The National Institute of Statistics in Argentina said that in 1995 in the capital alone, 42% of babies born were born to unmarried mothers. In 1980 the percentage was already 29.5 %.

Latin American countries in brief
Mexico

Beginning from the north we start with Mexico. Mexico’s growth in exports and the economy and consequent  national growth have allowed it to overtake Brazil, the Latina American giant.

This happened since it joined NAFTA in 1994 (free trade agreement between Aztecs, United States, Canada and Alaska) and a free trade agreement with the European Union which came into force in 2001. Nevertheless the poverty rate is still high although in the past 15 years it dropped by 50% to below  40% and extreme poverty is now less than 12% 

Central America
Costa Rica, considered the Switzerland of central America, is today a centre for investments from the US and Spain with free trade agreements with the EU, the USA and 14 other countries and a poverty rate of about  20%. 

The other countries in this region suffer from political instability and widespread poverty with strong social tension. In Honduras no less than 77% of the population lives below the poverty line.
Venezuela 

This country lives special situation due to existing extreme political polarisation and a climate of confrontation since Hugo Chàvez was elected president in 2000. A halfway term referendum called by Opposition parties was won by Chàvez who mobilised the popular sectors of the country. The opposition denounced fraud but USA observers said the referendum was regular. The country, the fifth largest exporter of oil in the world, benefited from the oil prices which compensate in part losses in the production system due to strikes.  

Colombia 

A situation of violence has lasted for several decades with remnants of Marxist or Maoist movements of the 1960s and the drug trafficking circles. The government army is fighting armed groups, terrorists for Washington and Brussels, and outlaws.

President Alvaro Uribe Vélez does not hide the present difficulties but he refuses to dialogue unless they disarm particularly after the former government led by Andrés Pastrana, failed in dialogue for peace with the obstinate Marxist MRTA guerrilla group. Receiving president Uribe, on a two day visit to Rome, in the Vatican in February this year, Pope John Paul II urged Colombia “to take the path to social peace, renouncing all form of violence and seeking to build new forms of co-existence”. Bogota has repeatedly called on the international community for help to plan alternative crops to cocaine to fight illegal plantations without impoverishing peasant farmers even further.
Ecuador, 

Since the dollarisation of its economy now that the green bill is part of daily life, the economy is stable, better productivity although profits do not reach the peasants whose difficulties remain unchanged.

Peru
Peru registers better global economic indicators, with a 5% increase in the GNP. Although nothing has improved in the life of the people and this causes frustration and increased poverty. 
Bolivia 

At the centre of international attention because of radical opposition to the export of country’s giant gas reserves. In the past 15 years poverty has increased to affect 60% of the population and 37% is in extreme poverty. 

Chile 

The most stable country in the region with discreet prosperity. President Eduardo Lagos, ideological successor of Salvador Allende, leads a coalition government which respects private property and international commitments and attitude which prevents capital drain and has made Chile a point of reference for the region. Santiago has trade agreements with the EU, USA and Asian countries and the Caribbean. In the past 15 years the GNP ahs doubled and poverty has dropped from 38% to 22%, and extreme poverty has almost disappeared. (ItaliaOggi, 7 –05-04). The Catholic Church is against the legalisation of divorce and call for emergency birth control measures which produce abortion.
Brazil
Brazil is considered the Latin America giant for the number of people, 200 million and its business as a central country with borders on most of the major South American countries. In the past decade figures in the fight against poverty have improved considerably, and the President Luiz Inacio Lula, a trade unionist of the historical left wing, started an anti poverty campaign  “Hunger Zero” of which the results are not yet verifiable. The government is moderate, there has been no nationalisation or confiscation. In the sector of agriculture instead the waters are moving. The Church in Brazil supported the land reform with Land Pastoral. Some extremists of the “Sem terra”, movement have embarked on invasions and armed force to face landowners. Brazil is the locomotive of South America’s market Mercosur.

Argentina
The crisis in Argentina was the centre of international attention and this lead to situations which caused an economic collapse. It is important to remember that the main reason for the crisis was the anchoring of the Argentinean peso to the dollar which put the peso in a situation of artificial strength and the consequent growth of imports costing more than national products. This blocked the production machine. There followed an attempt to avoid the inevitable crash with extreme measures such as “corralito” which froze banks savings. The payment of international debts for 80 billion dollars to privates in default, and today negotiations are underway although the proposal of the government of  president Nestor Kirchner, to extend the payment of 40% of the nominal capital to 30 years did not please the creditors. Payments to the International Monetary Fund and other credit bodies continues. 

Poverty has increased to affect 50% of the people in extremely difficult conditions for a country with record harvests. A situation of public insecurity rocketed due to increase in robberies and kidnappings. Almost three years since the crash the politicised movement of the piqueteros continues to protest creating interruption in communications and situation of violence. Since the crash in 2001 the economy has started to move and the GNP has grown by 6% but this is still lower than it was in the 1990s. 

Paraguay
A much forgotten country with a certain stability in recent decades under military dictatorship, but today with a dramatic increase in poverty.
Uruguay

Situated between Argentina and Brazil a country with positive social and cultural indicators suffers at the moment the affects of the crisis in Argentina. (SM) (Fides Service 23/10/2004 EM lines 6 Words: 46) 

SITUAITON OF THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA
LATIN AMERICA POPULATION
	
	1980
	1990
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004

	
	360 716
	439 888
	518 864
	526 688
	534 490
	542 264
	549.996


 "Annuarium Statisticum Ecclesiae 2004", issued by the Church’s Office and published by Libreria Editrice Vaticana refers to 1978-2002.

Catholics

	Continent
	MILLIONS
	
	 per 100 persons
	Var % 

	
	1978
	1990
	2002
	
	
	
	1978
	1990
	2002
	'78-'02

	AFRICA
	54.759
	88.899
	137.428
	
	
	
	12,37
	13,93
	16,55
	150,97

	AMERICA
	366.614
	461.264
	534.339
	
	
	
	62,22
	63,74
	62,29
	45,75

	ASIA
	63.183
	86.012
	110.234
	
	
	
	2,53
	2,73
	2,90
	74,47

	EUROPE
	266.361
	285.294
	279.915
	
	
	
	40,53
	39,96
	39,87
	5,09

	OCEANIA
	5.616
	7.031
	8.399
	
	
	
	25,30
	26,75
	26,78
	49,55

	MONDO
	756.533
	928.500
	1.070.315
	
	
	
	17,99
	17,68
	17,20
	42,48


Priests diocesan and religious 

	
	1978
	1990
	2002
	'78-'02 variation % 

	America
	120.271
	118.882
	121.394
	


	WORLD POPULATION / CATHOLICS


	Continent
	Year
	Population
	Variations
	Catholics
	Variations


	America
	1997
	788.153.000
	+ 7.006.000
	495.756.000
	+ 4.591.000

	
	1998
	799.804.000
	+ 11.651.000
	504.787.000
	+ 9.031.000

	
	1999
	810.521.000
	+ 10.717.000
	512.153.000
	+ 7.366.000

	
	2000
	826.554.000
	+ 16.033.000
	519.391.000
	+ 7.238.000


Catholics in  Latin America   442.808.000

	PRIESTS
(in brackets variations compared to previous year)                                                                                                                               

)



	Continent
	Year
	Total
	Diocesan
	Religious


	America
	1997
	120.013(-69)
	73.495(+509)
	46.518(-578)

	
	1998
	120.297(+284)
	74.039(+544)
	46.258(-260)

	
	1999
	120.138(-159)
	74..282 (+243)
	45.856(-402)

	
	2000
	120.841(+703)
	75.121 ( +839)
	45.720 (- 136)


	SEMINARIANS
(in brackets variations compared to previous year)                                                                                                                               



	Continent
	Year
	Major seminarians
	Variations
	minor seminarians
	Variations

	America
	1997
	34.947
	+ 1.904
	22.425
	- 2.123

	
	1998
	36.071
	+ 1.124
	21.393
	- 1.132

	
	1999
	36.166
	+ 95
	21.399
	+ 6

	
	2000
	36.392
	+ 226
	20.884
	- 515

	
	2001
	37.166
	+ 774
	20.231
	-653


SCHOOLS, INSTITUTES and PUPILS
	Continent
	year
	kindergartens
	PRIMARY
schools
	SECONDARY
schools
	High school/university students


	
	
	Pupils
	Institutes
	Pupils
	Institutes
	Pupils
	Institutes
	Pupils
	Pupils


	America
	1997
	1.117.954
	14.786
	7.321.405
	22.411
	3.676.894
	9.493
	458.231
	1.276.849

	
	1998
	1.226.078
	14.631
	7.352.671
	24.052
	3.800.983
	9.599
	489.704
	1.394.735

	
	1999
	1.301.946
	15.504
	7.561.528
	24.348
	3.788.738
	9.591
	540.493
	1.482.552

	
	2000
	1.331.058
	15.078
	7.554.651
	23.860
	3.797.563
	9.409
	517.542
	2.088.525


 (S.M.)

(Agenzia Fides 23/10/2004)
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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI








