[image: image1.jpg]CONGREGATIO
PRO GENTIUM EVANGE!

ZATIONE

D 574211
PLENARY CONSTITUTIVE ASSEMBLY
OF RECOWA-CERAO
Yamoussoukro 23 - 29 January 2012

‘Theme : « The Church, Family of God in Western Africa at the Service of
Reconciliation, Justice and Peace »

‘Address of His Excellency, Most Rev. Fernando FILONT
Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples

Dear Brothers in the Episcopacy and esteemed guests,

On this most joyous occasion, I have the honour to extend my warmest
greetings and salutations to the Most Eminent Cardinals here present, in
particular to His Eminence Cardinal Théodore Adrien Sarr, the Archbishop of
Dakar and President of the West African Regional Episcopal Conference, to His
Excellency, Most Reverend Marcellin Yao Kouadio, Bishop of Yamoussoukro, to
all of you Most Reverend Archbishops, Bishops, Reverend Fathers, members of
the Diocesan Clergy, to all the Religious Fathers, Brothers and Sisters, to all the
Representatives of International Organizations and to all of you, most honoured
guests.

Today, with partcular satisaction and graitude, 1 cong'mlulzte you on

'As the Holy Father recaled in
his most recent Apostolic Exhortation, “Africae Munus"3 “fhe Church is a
communion that gives rise to an organic pastoral solidarity. The bishops, in communion
with the Bishap of Rome, are the first promoters of communion and cooperation in the
Church's apostolate. The national and regional Bishops® Conferences are charged with
the mission of consolidating that ecclesial communion and promoting this pastoral

" Benedict XV, Exbort. Apost. Africae Miunus, (19 novembre 2011), m105.
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solidarity”- Tndeed,
Africa (RECOWA-CERAO)

. For this reason, the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples
has from the beginning, and on many occasions, extended its full support to this
project and continues to follow it with particular attention at every phase of its
realization. I would like to assure all of you, at this important juncture, that we
will continue fo assist you, by ensuring that the Holy See

will continue to follow your activities in the future
‘with renewed special interest.

Created in 1963 and 1977, both the CERAO and the AECAWA have
proven to be remarkable in their apostolic fruitfulness in promoting communion
and pastoral solidarity among Bishops and contributing greatly, not only to the
growth of the Church, but also to her extension throughout the region.
Nevertheless, given the situation in Western Africa today, most notably the
profound socio-cultural changes, political crises, wars and religious conflic
these two bodies have become insufficient to meet current challenges. It was

n. This is so, because the Church, the Salt
and Light of the world * must always proclaim the Kingdom of God and fulfil its
prophetic mission at the service of the Continent in a way that is both timely and
effective. Indeed, the creation of the RECOWA-CERAO was timely indeed,

because, “especially in our times,
bishops are frequently unable to fulfill their office effectively and fruitfully unless they
develop a common effort involving constant growth in harmony and closeness of ties with
other bishops."

2ic. 41
SM5, 1314
‘cp3T.
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fhe collegial and affective dimension of responsible episcopal governance
is already present in the New Testament with a theological basis in the
Magisterium of the Church.® In fact, at the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus
constituted the Apostles “in the form of a college or permanent assembly, at the head of
which he placed Peter, chosen from amongst them.”s They were co-responsible for the
mission and life of the Church. The reality of the Apostolic College is also clearly
present in the first years of the nascent Church, attested to by many passages in
the Acts of the Apostles” most notably, the convocation of the Council of
Jerusalem to resolve the question of the Law and its observance by pagans who
had become Christians. Later, the Apostles themselves took care to establish
successors, the Bishops,? in order to continue the mission that the Lord himself
confided to them. These united themselves around the sovereign Pontiff, as the
Apostles did around Peter? In the exercise of their mission, the Bishops were
impelled to collaborate among themselves, together with the Successor of Peter*
in who was instituted “the perpetual and visible principle and foundation of unity of
both the Bishops and of the faithful” *

In the decree Christus Dominus, the Second Vatican Council, while not
making them obligatory, recognized the suitability and fruitfulness of Episcopal
Conferences, noting that it “considers it to be supremely fitting that everywhere
Bishops belonging to the same nation or region form an association which would meet at
fxed times. Thus, when the insights of prudence and experience have been shared and
‘views exchanged, there will emerge a holy union of energies in the service of the commion
g00d of the churches.”™ Episcopal Conferences became obligatory in 1966 with
Pope Paul VI's Motu propriu, Ecclesizz Sanctz* A few years later, in 1973, the

 John Paul IT, Motu Proprio, Apostolos Suos (May 21, 1998): on the theological and juridical nature of
Episcopal Conferences.

€ John Paul 1T, Apostlos Suos, n.1; cf Mt 10,14 16,18; Mc3,13-19; Jn 21,15-17.

7 Ac2,42; 2,14 6,1-6; Ac 152.28; cf Ga 2,1-2.7-9.

* VatIL,, Lumen Gentium, n. 20.

1622,

©LG23.

1 LG2223,

2cp3r.

13 paul VI, Motu Proprio, Ecclesiae Sanctae, 6 August 1966.
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Pastoral Directory for Bishops recalled their principal objectives and themes:
“Episcopal Conferences have been instituted.in order to provide a varied and fruiful
contribuion to the concrete application of the collgial spirit. Thanks to Episcopal
Conrences, th spiit of commuion within the Church wniversal and between diferent
particular Churches has encouraged in @ most excelent manrer.”™ Indeed, the New
Code of Canon Law, ratified in 1983, established specific norms (can. 47-459),
which defined the goals and competences of Episcopal Conferences, as well as
rules for their establishment, composition and functioning.

The collegial spirit that inspired the creation of Episcopal Conferences,
which now guides their activity and also encourages collaboration between
different national Conferences, also led the Fathers of the Council* This same.
spirit s now also expressed in canon law, i order to promote and protec the
greater good." This is to say that Episcopal Conferences cannot remain isolated
within their own territories or proper activities. Instead, they need to promote.
and to assure more effective pastoral action by maintaining useful organic
relations between themselves, exchanging points of view, experiences and news.
Indeed, it was hoped for by the Coundl that relations between different
Conferences do not remain occasional events, but that they be stable and.
permanent lived realities, maintained through the exercise of appropriate
mechanisms. In any event, if they undertake activities or treat subjects of
international significance, they are bound to consult with the Holy See, in
accordance with canon 45982. S

It seems to me equally important to insist here on the necessity to take into
account an observation made by the celebrated extraordinary Assembly of the.
Synod of Bishops of 1985. Regarding the way they proceed, “episcopal conferences
‘mist have i view the faith and the good of the Church, that s to say,the serice of ity
and the inalienable responsibility of each Bishop for the Church universal and for his

Congs For Bishap, Disciory Eeclesaeimago, Depastorali minsteio Episcoporum (22 February
1973),n 210,
D385
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partiular Chuurch " Consequently, every effort should be made not to interfere
with the doctrinal work of Bishops in other territories, given the impact that
media reports coming from the most isolated places have in larger areas and
throughout the whole world.”® Con: equently, the

Today, more than ever, the Church must look for new ways of
participating in an ever more effective manner and according to is proper
vocation, in the task of promoting integral human development and a peaceful
and fraternal society. What more effective means is there for the RECOWA-
CERAO to fulfill this urgent task, than by its structure of solidarity, of
communion between the Churches, and of collegial reflection and decision
‘making? Thanks to this, the Bishops of Western Africa now speak with one voice.
They live out an organic solidarity and are able to develop, in a spirit of effective
and affective collegiality, a pertinent pastoral strategy that is capable of identifying
and confronting the many challenges of the region, ecclesial, social and political.
‘This presupposes, however, a tangible participation of the members in activities
of the Conference, as well as those that concern personnel and finances. ®

s the theme you have chosen for this assembly. Drawing from
it, I would like to share some expectations and ways of proceeding, always
united to the current realities of the Church universal, within the context of your
region.

The Holy Father's Apostolic Exhortation, Africae Manus was officially
published by Pope Benedict XVI at Ouidah in Bénin on November 19* last. In
this regard, the distribution, circulation and application of this important

¥ Final Riport, I, C.5: Catholic Documentation, 83 (1986), p. 40.
1% Apostolos Suos, n.22.

¥ Apostolos Suos, n.6.

* Benedict XVI, Africae Munus, n.106.
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documént on the diocesan, national and regional levels seems to me to be
something of utmost importance for your Episcopal Conference to undertake
immediately. In fact, the theme of your assembly has alreadly suggested this. It
was inspired by the outcomes of both extraordinary episcopal Synods on Africa
and it also relates to whatis at stake for your society and for the Church in the
future.

In order to be a
credible teacher and effective in her social initiatives,

. This is why, basing myself on proposition
1.9 of the last Synod, I vigorously recommend t0 you to promote a miristry of
reconcilation at regional and diocesan levels. Indeed, “Reconcilaton involoes a
way of e (pirituaity) and a mission. To implemen a spirituaity of reconclation,
justice and peace, the Church ieds witnesses deeply roted.in Christ, nourised by his
Word and by the sacraments. Thus, they may siive towards holiness, in virtue of an
ongoing conversion and. an-intense prayer i, and.give themseloes o the work of
reconcilaion, justice and peace in the world, coe o the point of martyrdom, aftr the
exampleof Chis. Through their courage n the truth,their selfdenial and teir joy, they
ear prophetic witness in @ way of e which is in keeping wilh thei fith” 1 also ivite
You to follow the recommendation of Pope Benedict XVI, to celebrate “a day or @
weck of econcilation, particularly during the seasons of Advent and Leni” every year
in_every African country. Your regional Conference will also be able to
collaborate in_this with S.

Many peoples in your region are victims of civil wars and ethnic and
religious conflicts with on-going political crises that have many and varied
consequences: many disrupted families, displaced individuals living in extreme
poverty and unimaginable misery, stricken by insecurity, and deprived of their
fundamental human rights. Despite the significant advances that have been
achieved, peace remains fragile in some of your countries and intermittent

iid o
= e,
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confiicts continue to persist. The Church must therefore make ever greater and
more effective efforts advocating peace and presenting the decisive challenge of
educating for peace, as the Holy Father declared in his homily on January 1 this
year: “educating men and women in peace s part of the mission received from Chist, it
s an integral part of coangelization, because the Gospel of Chist is also the Gospel of
justice and peace.” This goal, which needs to be coordinated on the regional level,
“will certainly lead those who are the future of society, your young people, in the
right direction: It is a maer of communicating to youn people an appreciation for the
positioe value of e and. of awakening in them a desir to spend. hefr live in the service
o the Good. This is a task which engages each of us personally.”™ 1 vigorously
encourage you to work together to develop a relevant, manageable and strategic
plan to help establish peace and reconciliation that will guarantee stability and
sustainable development, for the common good of the peoples of Wester Africa.

The year of Faith, announced by the Pope on October 11 past* is a perfect
occasion for a reflection on common action for the work of evangelization in your
region. Besides being an “a summons to an authentic and renewed conversion o the
Lord, the one Saviour of the world,”™ the year of Faith also constitutes an appeal to
courageously continue to deepen the work of evangelization, since “40 stand erect
with dignity, Africa needs to hear the voice of Christ who today proclaims love of
neighbour, love even of one’s enemies, to the point of laying down one’s ife: the voice of
Christ who prays today for the unity and. communion of all people in God (ck. Jn 17:20-
21)/% 1Tt is also a pressing invitation to reinforce’ your communities with
‘missionary fervour? above all for the missio ad gentes,® and that which concerns
the new evangelization® To reach these goals, “On the level of Episcopal
Conferences, attention wil be given to the quality of catechesis, and efforts will be made
fo examine «local catechisms and various catechetical supplements n use in the

 Benedict XVI, message on the occasion of the World Day of Peace, January 1, 2012
2 Benedict XVI, Motu proprio Porta Fidei (11 Octaber 2011).

2 Ibidem, n.6.

 Africae Munus, n.13.

# Tbidem, n. 164.

 Ibidem, n.162.

* Ibidem, n.165.
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partlilr Chiarches ... to ensure their complete conformity with the Catecism of the
Catholic Churci. 1t also hoped that us ill be made of the anguage o the mass meilia
and art, with telcoision and radiotramsmissions, ilms and publications, focusing on the

Jaith, s principles and content, as well a5 on the eclesial significance of Vatican Council
e

Dear brothers in the episcopacy, these are but a few suggestions that [
place before you. However, you know even better than 1, that the challenges and
tasks are even greater and more urgent. In this moment of the history of the

Church in this part of the African continent, T want to urge you in a particular
w ich

is the bass for the creation of this unique regional Conference. Do everything in
your power to assure the regular and ongoing harmonious functioning of this
new Conference! Ttis a source of hope for even more fruitful missionary activity.
of the local Church and a means for the consolidation of ecclesial communion in
the spiri of collegality, which should animate Bishops as much on the national,
as on the regional level.

1 gladly entrust all of you, and each of your respective countries, to the
matemal solicitude of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Peace, so that by her
intercession and with the Light of the Holy Spirit, you live in unity and peace
and that the RECOWA-CERAO bring forth fruit for human and spiritual
progess of the peoples of this region.

Completed in Rome, January 7, 2012

+Fernando FILONI
Prefect

5 ot of the Congregaion for e Dosrin of the Faith with pastoral recommendaton o he Year of
Fait

s




