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Caritas delegates from 162 member organisations end their 18th General Assembly in the Vatican City with a pledge to continue as “Witnesses of Charity, Builders of Peace.” Delegates take with them a renewed energy to put “living faith” in Jesus Christ into “living action” in their urgent mission of transforming a world where a child dies every three seconds through poverty.

Pope Benedict XVI thanked Caritas delegates for their service at the grassroots, “Your Confederation does not simply work on behalf of the Church, but is truly part of the Church, intimately engaged in the exchange of gifts that takes place on so many levels of ecclesial life.

“The greatest challenges facing the world at the present time, such as globalisation, human rights abuses, unjust social structures, cannot be confronted and overcome unless attention is focused on the deepest needs of the human person: the promotion of human dignity, well being, and in the final analysis, eternal salvation.”  

Drawing on the 40th Anniversary of Populorum Progressio, Deus Caritas Est, and the address given by Cardinal Renato Martino to the General Assembly, delegates are united in building not just a path to global solidarity but a super highway. They want to get there faster.

Caritas will put humanitarian assistance integral human development, and building sustainable peace at the heart of this project. Not as diverse pieces of work, but as all part of the same program that will help the poor transform their own lives. Delegates leave knowing that acting as one unified body in the pursuit of this program each can multiply the impact of a single Caritas member by a factor of 162. Unity and subsidiarity are not opposing causes. 

To achieve our ambitious plan, members have agreed to put the proper funding in place so that the necessary tools of co-ordination, advocacy, and communication can be developed. Caritas members hope to continue professionalising the network to better achieve its potential as a force against the scandal of poverty, a tragedy that continues. 

Today more than thirty wars rage throughout the world, today innocent people suffer in Darfur, Iraq, Colombia, northern Uganda, Sri Lanka, the Democratic Republic of Congo and in many other areas were conflict exists, today more than three billion people live on less than two dollars a day, today more than forty million people are living with HIV and AIDS. For tomorrow, 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, Wangari Maathai urged Caritas members to respond to the growing threat of climate change to poor communities. She said Caritas was in a unique position to work at the local level bringing about change by empowering the poor, and at the global level calling for a reduction in carbon emissions.

The General Assembly coincided with two key world events. In the Holy Land, people reflected on the 40th anniversary of the Israeli-Arab Six Day War. Caritas renewed its call for an end to the Occupation and all forms of violence, saying that peace is possible. 

In Heiligendamm, Germany, leaders of the G8 met against the backdrop of falling levels of aid to the developing world despite their past pledges. Caritas renewed its call for more and better aid by taking a giant “Make Aid Work” banner to St Peter’s Square. In a tale of two summits, Caritas delegates leave knowing that one summit will keep its promises. The decisions we have made here will have a lasting impact on the poor. The other summit has failed to back its promises with the necessary financing. 

Caritas will not go away on any of these issues. We will speak again. Working in 200 countries and territories, from six continents, speaking hundreds of different languages, we are not a Tower of Babel. Quoting Dante’s Paradiso, “the ever lasting Light that is God himself, before that Light which at the same time is the love which moves the sun and other stars,” we speak with one voice: armed with love, we can end the scandal of poverty.

