A RESOLUTION PASSED  AT THE END OF THE YCSN NATIONAL TEAM MEETING HELD AT HOLY CROSS CATHEDRAL, BENIN ARCHDIOCESE FROM 3RD – 5TH MARCH, 2010. 

1. PREAMBLE 

We the members of the Young Catholic Students of Nigeria (YCSN) National team comprising of Coordinators, Chaplains, representatives and the National Executive Officers held our first team meeting for the year 2010 at Holy Cross Cathedral, Benin City, March 3 -5, 2010. 

After deliberating on the issues concerning the State, the Church and the students’ milieu, we resolved as follows; 

2. STATE OF THE NATION 

We invite all students to join in prayer for clearer light and divine guidance in the affairs of the Nation. At this point in time, students should be more active in their role for peace and reconciliation and reject any move that might attempt to entangle them in any activities contrary to the democratic development and progress of our Nation. 

We wish to commend the democratic feat achieved at the just concluded Anambra State gubernatorial election and we congratulate his Excellency, Mr Peter Obi on his re-election as Governor of Anambra State. 

3. PROMOTING THE DIGNITY OF EXAMINATION 

Examination has remained a true measurement of academic achievement in various forms. Seen in this light, it abhors all malpractices that belittle the dignity of the examination and portray insincerity, deceit, and lack of credible performance within a school system. We have therefore agreed to initiate a programme for the restoration of the dignity of examination in all educational institutions. We call on all stakeholders to join us in this endeavour. 

4. CALL TO MISSION 

The Church is essentially missionary and the Pope has repeatedly said that no individual and no Church organization is exempt from this duty. Consequently, to promote the activity of the Church in the celebration of the World Mission Sunday, we have decided to set up a solidarity fund generated internally by the Young Catholic Students in support of the mission. We call on all students to be open and generous to the world-wide missionary apostolate of the Church. Echoing the word of Pope John Paul II, we say that nobody is so poor that he has nothing to give. 

5 NATIONAL YOUTH DAY 

We call on all YCS Chaplains as well as representatives of all YCS sections to participate actively in the National Youth Day celebration taking place in April 14th – 17th, 2010 at Abuja. It is a celebration of our faith and a commitment of our solidarity with the See of Peter as we anticipate the World Youth Day celebration with the Holy Father next year in Madrid, Spain. 

6. PARISH BASED YCS 

Even though the primary base of the Young Catholic Students of Nigeria is the tertiary and secondary educational institutions, the parish based YCS remains a viable supportive organ equally approved by the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria (CBCN). We therefore call on all parish priests to collaborate with the students who wish to establish the YCS within the parish structure. It can only be to the great pastoral benefit of the parish as a whole. 

7. COLLABORATION 
We are committed to intense collaboration with all lay apostolate groups within the Church, in particular, the Laity Council, the CYON, the NFCS, and the NACC, as we also reach out to other organizations outside the Church especially the Youth Wing of the Christian Association of Nigeria (YOWICAN), Nigeria Inter Religious Council (NIREC), and National Youth Council of Nigeria (NYCN). 

8. CONCLUSION 

May the intercession of our Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Apostles and Star of Evangelization inspire us to continue to promote the mission of the Church. 
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