WITH RENEWED SPIRIT

We, the Conference of Catholic Bishops meeting at St. Francis Xavier Pastoral Centre in Malindi, having reflected on the events of the past few months, wish to share some of these reflections with our fellow Catholics and all people of goodwill in Kenya.

1. (i) The Catholic Church founded by Jesus Christ to help people to be saved must address worldly matters without being guided by a political or secular agenda. This we have tried to do in the past and will continue to do so in the future. We see our role as fostering unity, integrity and harmony among the people of this great country. This is our hope for a New Kenya. The country which we wish to promote must be one which is free from corruption, lies, deceit in all its forms, theft, witch-hunting and impunity in all its aspects

(ii) We maintain our well known stand on certain sections of the New Constitution especially on anything which poses a threat to life, family, marriage, equality or traditional Christian values. We express and hope that promises made during the Referendum campaign will be kept. We are deeply concerned about leaders who look on themselves as Christians while ignoring the basic tenets of our faith.

We recognize that the New Constitution was passed. Consequently, all Kenyans must now be involved in implementing and refining it. 

This process must go on with care taking into account the desires and aspirations of all Kenyans, being truthful to the mandate given. We express our willingness to participate in the process. This is our spiritual calling, without prejudice to our serious reservations as to some important sections. 

2. We are perplexed at the scene of confusion and the existence of deeply rooted vices in the leadership of Kenya today. We expect a more focused leadership which will fulfil the dreams of ordinary Kenyans. Settling of scores, focusing on 2012, continual looting of the riches of a country does not bode well for a future happy and prosperous Kenya. We appeal to the political class of all hues and persuasions to do the job that they have been elected to do.

3. Further to our reflection, we appeal for a renewal and deepening of our Catholic faith and Catholic teachings. We are called at this moment to witness to our heartfelt convictions by deeds. Remember that ‘faith without good works is dead’ James 2:17. 

We urge our people to deepen their knowledge in what our belief entails. Specifically we would like all to rediscover the truths professed by the Church. We ask our Christians to intensify their prayers at home, during retreats, on organized pilgrimages, in Small Christian Communities and to revive their sacramental life. We ask our Christian to reserve Sunday for the worship of God. We express our concern about “tuition taking the place of going to Church”.

The deepening of our faith leaves no room for tribalism as we are all Kenyans not only in words but in the eyes of the Almighty God – His children without discrimination. We need to be seen to have faith. This gives us the spiritual energy and strength to build a New Kenya on integrity and unity. 

4. Again, on reflection, we wish to appreciate the part played by young people in the life of this country. They have natural energy and enthusiasm. We realize that they need the help of all members of society because they have very great anxieties such as lack of employment, poverty and exploitation. The youth are tempted by the rise of modern day vices like drugs, drink and immoral behaviour. This will call for formation in good values in a spirit of love and care. As a Church we wish to accompany the youth in their development and we want them to be freed from the imprisonment of their present role in society i.e. being told to wait for tomorrow. We ask them to offer their lives for what is good, noble and true to achieve their God given goals as Jesus Christ did.

CONCLUSION

We acknowledge that some efforts have been made to face the problem of corruption. However, we still emphasise that better efforts should be made to uphold the fundamental values of honesty and respect for human dignity, at individual, family, community and national level. This requires that we all change our attitude and outlook towards one another and our perception of leadership. As we place our trust in God, let us become more trustworthy.

“Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is worthy of respect, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if something is excellent or praiseworthy, think about these things” (Phil. 4:8)

As your bishops, we implore God’s blessings on the people and our beloved country.

Signed by His Eminence John Cardinal Njue Archbishop of Nairobi Apostolic Administrator of Ngong and Chairman, Kenya Episcopal Conference on Thursday, November 11, 2010.
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