FINAL COMMUNIQUÉ

"The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor" (Luke 4:18)

Introduction

We, the leaders and Ministers of the Catholic Church from various parts of the African continent, representing the various national and regional Episcopal Conferences, regional Associations, Institutes and Centres of Learning, religious groups, Experts, International Organisations, Jurists and the lay faithful gathered at Kunduchi, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania from the 27th to the 30th of August 2008 to receive the Compendium of Catholic Social Doctrine presented to the daughters and sons of Africa, and indeed all people of Good will by the President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace at the Vatican, His Eminence Renato Raffaelo Martino.

With 6 Cardinals, several Archbishops and Bishops, Priests, Religious and lay faithful in  attendance, we reflected prayerfully on the "signs of the times considered in the light of the Gospel" (Gaudium et Spes, nr 1.2) and shared our mutual joys and sorrows in a spirit of ecclesial unity, faith and charity. We gratefully received the blessings and good wishes of His Holinesss, Pope Benedict XVI from Castelgondolfo who prayed for the success of the Meeting and admonished the Congress to receive the gifts of Spirit, expressed profoundly in the Teaching of the Church as contained in the documents of the Compendium on the Social Doctrine of the Church.

Mandate

This continental Congress follows as our humble response as ministers and leaders of the People 

of God in Africa to the call of the Lord Jesus Christ to "go to the whole world and proclaim the Good News of salvation by teaching all nations" (Matthew 28:20). It follows also many efforts and 

initiatives since the Second Vatican Council with the founding and establishment in 1969 of the symposium of the Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) and the Indian Ocean islands. Following the Apostolic Exhortation "Ecclesia in Africa" by Pope John Paul II as a result of the Plenary Assembly of the Synod of  Bishops on Africa in 1994 with the theme of "Evangelisation in Africa", several positive pastoral activities have begun in various countries affecting the entire life of the children of God in Africa, Christians and non - Christians alike.The presentation of the newly published Compendium on Catholic Social Doctrine (2004) to the African Church and People at this time, a document already translated into some local languages in the Democratic Republic of Congo, in Tanzania and elsewhere comes as a very welcome development. The Compendium builds upon a vast wealth of values and social principles which offer guidelines and answers in the search for sustainable and credible truths that would help humanity at this time for building the much desired stable society, with an African people under good leadership. It deepens the faith, presents rational and systematic teaching on various fields of human endeavour and places the Church as both "Mater et Magistra" (Pope John XXIII) and the "light and salt of the world" (Mathew 5:13 – 14). 

This Africa Conference helped us renew our knowledge and indeed deepen and appreciate the systematic exposition of the Church's Social Doctrine in one readable volume. We recall our various meetings recently, particularly the 2nd Continental Congress for Justice and Peace Commissions from thirty-two (32) countries and four (4) regions of Africa and Madagascar, held at Nganda Catholic Centre in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo from 02 to 07 March 2008.

Affirmation and Mission

In deep gratitude to God, we the representatives of the African Church:Reaffirm the mission of SECAM that continues to project the overall African vision of the Church, to promote the mission of the sons and daughters of the Church, in a spirit of Communion, so that they become signs and instruments of serving the family of God, the Church in Africa. We are conscious of our responsibility to serve the total liberation of the individual and the human community in our various countries through efforts to contribute to integral human development (Pope Paul VI, Populorum Progressio) within our dioceses and through our international collaboration at SECAM departments including those dealing with justice, peace and development.

Following the spirit of the first Congress of Justice and Peace Commissions, that took place in 1988 in Roma, Lesotho and following the Post-Synodal Exhortation "Ecclesia in Africa", (1995), this Conference was held to pursue the following objectives:

-To present to our people of Africa, particularly the Church, and receive directly from the Pontifical Council, the recently approved Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the church, sharing knowledge of its Teaching and taking resolutions for its application in daily life among our people at all levels within the CHURCH and in SOCIETY;

-Contribute to the preparation of the second Synod for Africa on the theme of Justice,Reconciliation and Peace;

-Listen to all of the national and regional commissions on their efforts and suggest priorities for a deeper reflection and action upon the Social Teaching of the Church with relevance to issues of Good Governance, Democracy, Human Rights, Poverty eradication, health and education concerns and issues of Justice and Peace at the continental level.

Guided by the Holy Spirit, we reiterate various resolutions of SECAM and its organs at previous 

Meetings on the continental level such as the meeting in Congo in March 2008 which bears 

repetition here and serves the Church in Africa and her efforts at building peace, reconciliation 

and justice and hold the VISION for the AFRICA we want:

1. Vision for Africa

A united Africa, peaceful, supportive and respectful of the rule of law, the dignity of the human person Created in the image of God (Genesis chapter 1:26) and living in the spirit of Christ who came to "reconcile all things to himself";

.An Africa aware of its rich culture and its diversity, which has its deepest aspirations, to overcome the negative influence of foreign ideologies that are imposed and which is fully committed to be reconciled with itself, with entire humanity and with almighty God, the creator;

.An Africa with leaders guided by a sense of justice, peace and creativity;.A truly democratic Africa, with open border for its peoples in the spirit of sharing the Common Good, promoting solidarity, subsidiarity and the dignity of each individual person;

.An Africa politically and economically integrated, yet self-determining, self-reliant and prosperous,

.An Africa which is able to share without being deprived of its abundant economic, social and 

cultural wealth, by others or even its own children.

2. Vision for the Church

Because of her vocation, the Church is the sacrament of unity and reconciliation of the human race, "the salt of the earth and light to the world" (Mt 5: 13-14). She urges her daughters 

and sons to a missionary task of evangelization for the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, starting already here and now through her works of faith, hope and charity. The Church as Family of God corresponds to the culture and traditions of our people and is at the heart of the the Apostolic Exhortation "Ecclesia in Africa" (John Paul II). Such a Church gives backing to the traditional philosphy of "I am because we are; and since we are therefore I am"; It is in this Church that the promotion of the values of the family become reality, especially the core values of reconciliation, love and unity. A Church, that works for an on-going conversion of Catholic Christians and is in the service of reconciliation for all people.

While she is at the service of conversion and  evangelization, the Church continues her Prophetic mission of challenging God's people, particularly the African leaders, as an instrument for the transformation of the continent. A Church, that takes this task seriously and recognizes the role and responsibility of the laity in the mission of evangelization of the world, in accordance with the Second Vatican Council. A Church that remains particularly attentive to the situation of African women, youth and the most disadvantaged in society, true to its vocation of a preferential option for the poor.

3. Major Problems and Challenges

Jesus Christ is the Good News. He has blessed our people and continent with abundant human and 

mineral resources so that our mandate must be to distribute them in the language of the 

Scriptures: "Subdue the Earth and Fill it" (Genesis: 1 and 2).

It is indeed a shame that instead of counting our blessings and using our abundant gifts, we have 

unleashed upon each other from without and particularly from within. These problems and challenges which in themselves constitute an evil, were identified in the Lineamenta for the upcoming Synod for convoked by His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI for year 2009 on the theme of "The CHURCH IN THE SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION JUSTICE AND PEACE IN AFRICA" . Nonetheless, we recognize these and many other challenges, often on a global scale, which have constituted themselves into problems for our people as we must be aware of them and responds to them in the light of a new Evangelization as called by the Holy Father.

Aware of the problems facing humanity and African peoples which have impact both within society and in the Church;

.Aware that the Church, One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic has sons and daughters who at times are 

capable of being responsible for serious sins and conflicts;

.Aware that these sons and daughters of the Church are called to conversion and to bear witness to reconciliation, justice and peace in the world, we mention the main challenges faced to faithful witnessing to Christ as follows:

A) Peace and Reconciliation

-Peace is a gift of God. We lack peace in many of our countries and desire to rebuild the African society through a social pastoral approach and the prophetic presence of the Church in the social, cultural, political and economic domains;

-To stop the armed conflicts in Africa, with fatal consequences; (politicization of ethnicity, 

the phenomena of child soldiers, civil wars);

-To contribute to the promotion of human dignity, the abolition of human trafficking and new forms 

of slavery, such as prostitution, child exploitation, genital mutilation, etc.;

- To work for the improvement of conditions of people in prisons in our countries and give pastoral leadership to the plight of the human rights of prison inmates, particularly those awaiting trials for longer periods which in itself becomes an injustice.

-To call for the reconciliation of offenders and victims within the larger ambient of our ecclesial communities, including working for the abolition of the death penalty in all our countries; Human life is sacred and no one can remove it (Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae).

-To guide and accompany the youth to be actively responsible for greater justice and peace in their favor;

-To promote mutual knowledge and understanding among young people and ignite in them the spirit of teamwork;

-To promote authentic African and Gospel values including the respect for human life, 

hospitality, sharing, solidarity brotherhood.

B) Social Justice

-To engage tirelessly in the effort to eradicate poverty,

-To work on the education of all social strata,

-To educate the illiterate,

C) Good Governance

-To promote good governance and democracy in African countries through involvement in the 

holding of free and fair elections, democratic and transparent,

-To achieve regional integration on the basis of African cultural self-esteem and economic self sufficiency,

-To create a culture of governance based on respect for the Common Good which promotes the 

participation of all citizens in public life,

-To influence the international governance mechanisms in a way that Africa has a fair chance 

to make best use of its own resources and to participate fully in the world market,

-To promote a genuine cooperation (synergy and interdependence) within Church structures,

-To promote unity between Africans respecting their cultural diversity, the proper management 

of natural resources, the respect for the environment, the responsibility for creation.

4. Commitments

Called by Christ to proclaim justice and peace according to the Gospel, and not just according to the secular vision of human rights, all Christians are called upon to announce, propose and agree to the following:

a) Faith and Action

-To train and deepen the life of prayer and the Social Teaching of the Church, at the level of families, schools, parishes and dioceses, as well as the basic and further training of all pastoral agents

-To link Social Thought and Social Action, reinforcing the principle of Social Praxis, whilst, sharing knowledge of various pastoral Actions and initiatives of the Church in Africa and documents of Social action to mutually enrich ourselves of the Good News and efforts coming from within Africa;

-To promote Life, marriage and the family, the dignity of women, education on the values in 

families, schools and society, and ethical responsibility of the mass media.

b) Peace

-To raise within the Church, the Family of God in Africa, the personal testimony of responsibility 

and dedication to justice and peace,

-To call upon all Christians of Africa and people of good will to overcome their selfishness and 

embrace one another in their diversity,

-To train the technical groups to study the causes of wars in Africa and seek solutions,

-To educate and instill a Christian sense of peace and reconciliation,

-To support advocacy and lobbying efforts of promoting the pastoral work of the Church.

c) Justice

-To collaborate with commissions in charge of ecumenism and interreligious dialogue in the 

context of reconciliation, justice, and peace,

-To promote a fair and equitable redistribution of resources,

-To show signs and efforts of solidarity towards commissions in crisis situations,

- Collaboration with other Christians on an ecumenical level and work to restore peace and human dignity in collaboration with other religions, particularly our brothers and sisters in Islam, insisting on freedom of worship, freedom of conscience and religious liberty as is guaranteed in international law, the constitutions of various countries and United Nations Covenants

d) Good governance

-To strengthen our efforts of mutual understanding,

-To communicate regularly using all modern communication tools,

-To work together for the common objectives in advocacy and lobbying,

-To establish systems of control and monitoring 

of the decisions made by our states in relation to good governance,

-To learn from each other through exchange of programmes,

-To support SECAM in its work at continental level,

-To strengthen the General Secretariat of SECAM by creating thematic focal points (e.g., good 

governance, reconciliation, justice, communication)

-To set up a committee of advisors for helping SECAM in the implementation of its projects and programmes,

-To engaging more in monitoring the activities of the extractive industries.

5. Proposals for the Next Synod on Reconciliation Justice and Peace in Africa

-To strengthen the participation of the laity (youth, women secular and religious depending on 

their jurisdiction) to the Synod,

-To ensure wider dissemination of the works of the Synod,

-To consider carefully the problems afflicting the African continent which include:

. War and weapons circulation;

. Management of natural resources;

. Migration;

. Governance;

. Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between rich and poor countries;

. New Global Ethic;

. Integration of African economies

. Reconciliation, Peace and Justice

. reinvigoration of the pastoral care of 

Ecclesial Communities, the laity and especially the youth.

6. Resolutions for SECAM

In addition, we call upon all Episcopal Conferences, our brother Bishops, the clergy, 

religious, pastoral agents and the Secretariat of SECAM and the regional associations to:

. Provide support to people in difficulty because of their commitment to justice and peace

. Follow the key international events and present the position of the Church

. Create sustainable Advisory Councils in the 

following areas and around the following themes:

1. Elections, Human rights and the Rule of Law

2. Environment and Extractives Industries

3. Migrations and Refugees

4. Urbanisation and poverty with support of the Millennium Development Goals

5. Youth, Women and the Elderly

6. Good Governance and Civil Society Empowerment

7. Health issues particularly HIV and AIDS, 

Malaria, Tuberculosis, clean water provision and sanitation

8. Support and co-operate with various national and other Catholic institutions within Africa (e.g., Catholic Institute for Development Justice and Peace, Nigeria (CIDJAP); Catholic University of East Africa (CUEA); Institut des Artisans pour les Justice et Paix (IAJP Benin); JCTR; CEPAS), the Africa Forum for Catholic Social Teaching (AFCAST) and the Africa Association for the Advancement of Catholic Social Teaching in Enugu (AAACASOT)working for the popularisation of the Social Teaching of the Church.

9. Identify useful publications based on justice, peace and good governance

10. Work in light of the Social Teaching of the Church and share the results through the network on continental level

11. Collect and disseminate the information

12. Present challenges to the AU, the Pan-African Parliament and many other International Institutions

13. Visit the regions and support the Justice and Peace Commissions work.

Gratitude

This Congress is deeply grateful to:

. His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI who sent us a message of Goodwill and encouragement assuring of his prayers. This Conference of SECAM assures him of our continued prayers and love of the people of God in Africa

. The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in the Vatican and particularly, its President and 

working team led by His eminence Raffaele Renato Cardinal Martino;

. SECAM for the invitation to Dar es Salaam and to its President Polycarp Cardinal Pengo and his 

brothers in the Episcopate in Tanzania with the people of God for their kind hospitality;

. The Facilitators, Delegates of regional and national Episcopal Conferences and Sponsors of this Conference including all the delegates for their hard work and the spread of the Good News in Africa;

. Hopeful that the Episcopal Conferences of the various regions of the African Church, Madagascar 

and the Indian Ocean Islands shall lend credence and prophetic support and action to the resolutions of this Conference, making it known to their various members and the entire people of God.

Conclusion

Under the patronage of Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mother of the Church and Queen of Africa, we entrust these reflections and resolutions, carrying our joys and sorrows to her prayerful intercession and care and conscious of our many shortcomings, we acknowledge fully well that "without God we can do nothing" (John 15:5; Psalm 127) and therefore sign these declarations with faith and hope and love in the Trinity of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, from whom all good things come.

Signed:

+Polycarp Cardinal Pengo, President SECAM, Archbishop of Dar es Salaam

+Renato Raffaele Cardinal Martino, President of 

the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Vatican City

For and on behalf of the Symposium of the 

Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar 

and the Indian Ocean Islands and the Pontifical 

Council on Justice and Peace, Vatican City, Rome

Dated: 30th August, 2008 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

RECOMMENDATIONS ON PREPARATIONS FOR AFRICA SYNOD II

The following recommendations are submitted to 

the Episcopal Conferences, Regional Associations 

and to SECAM for consideration towards the next 

2nd Synod on Africa on the theme "THE CHURCH IN 

AFRICA IN SERVICE TO RECONCILIATION, JUSTICE AND 

PEACE: "You are the Salt of the Earth You are the Light of the World"

Deepening the faith in Africa

1. Traditional religions exist side by side with Christianity. There is need for dialogue and deepening of the faith.

2. Christians live a double life - inculturation could be one of the possible answers or 

modalities in which this issue might be engaged;

3. Pursue possibilities of closer involvement in continental and regional organizations; SADCC and the AU;

Catechesis:

4. Involvement of the laity - promote pastoral activities and work in Catholic higher institutions;

5. Curriculum be mounted in these institutions that engage the social teaching of the Church in seminaries and Church institutes disseminate the themes of Catholic social teaching to a wider body; so that through such initiatives the academics of those institutions can advance theories into reality;

6. Dioceses to be encouraged to make awareness or concentration programs on the Africa Synod;

7. Bishops and priests should be encouraged and persuaded to engage the laity on the study of the Compendium;

8. Should provide an opportunity to discuss the results and share experiences of the First Synod;

9. Dialogue with politicians, sharing the values that will combat and stop tribalism, corruption, etc.

10. For the Church in Africa to be credible it should be prepared to conduct a self examination;

11. For any of the implementation of the Synod and the Compendium involvement of the Bishops and priests is vital;

12. Integral catechetical instructions should be affective and effective instruments for strengthening Christian spiritual life;

13. Catholic professionals are to be fully utilized in the mission of evangelization;

14. How can the Church keep better pace with changes and challenges in technology, especially information technology;

15. The role of women in the Church should be enhanced;

Food Security

16. The Church must animate the faithful to engage in the economic activities, e.g., food 

production, protection of natural resources;

17. Modalities should be pursued that will ensure food security;

Peace and Security

18. The Synod should be able to define a concept of reconciliation, justice and peace;

19. Advance the situations of justice, peace and reconciliation in Africa and surrounding islands 

and advance steps in achieving peace and justice;

20. Develop regional strategies surrounding issues justice and peace for a better approach toward regional reconciliation;

21. Identify the root causes of injustices in society, including the uneven distribution of resources;

22. Advance an approach on how to handle 

perpetrators and help victims of injustices;

23. Outline the form reparation might take in Africa;

24. Addressing issues toward reconciliation should taken-up be at all levels, using both 

bottom to top and top to bottom approaches - Church institutions and interfaith organizations 

should be involved in the process;

25. Discuss the issue of cross and small boarder arms trade which fuels conflicts in Africa:

26. Constitutional manipulations in order to prolong staying power and impact the legal system need to be addressed;

27. The Compendium should be used in the transformation of our societies in the issues of 

reconciliation, justice and peace.

Recommendations for the Local Church

28. The use of the Compendium must be made as a means toward the preparation for the Second Synod of Africa;

29. Involve and empower the young people in the preparation for the coming Synod - those young 

people who participated in the World Youth Day should share their experiences with other young people;

30. The Synod should do more to address the apostolate toward those members of the faithful 

with disabilities; e.g. (those with physical and mental challenges);

31. Involve all stakeholders in the local Church to participate in the preparation for the Synod - 

they should have a feeling of ownership that will translate into the implementation of the Synodal resolutions;

Shared Spirituality

32. Strengthen the spirituality of the family of God values and the sharing of those value and 

common worth as a means for preparation for the Synod;

33. Where it does not exist, Justice and Peace Commissions should be formed and empowered to 

animate discussions of the Compendium;

34. The messages of reconciliation should be dramatized and put into poetry to create better awareness;

35. Sports and games should be used among young people to enhance reconciliation;

36. Popularize the Compendium by simplifying it;

37. Promote inter-religious dialogues and discussions and activities to enhance reconciliation;

38. Conduct a deeper study of St. Paul and his teachings as they pertain directly to the Social Doctrine of the Church.

Social Communications

39. The local Church should use all means of communications and the media for the preparations 

of the Synod. Dioceses should be encouraged to own and operate radio and television stations in 

order to be more effective in their pastoral activities.

40. Create networking among the African Churches to allow them share their experiences for mutual growth.

41. Invite the Holy Father to publish the post-synodal exhortation in Africa.

