FIDES SERVICE - FIDESDIENST - AGENCE FIDES - AGENZIA FIDES - AGENCIA FIDES - FIDES SERVICE – FIDESDIENST


[image: image1.png].a9enzia fide

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES News Service – October 16, 2009

Special Feature for Mission Sunday 2009 

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES FOR MISSIONARY ANIMATION AND COOPERATION

“The universal mission should become a fundamental constant in the life of the Church”,  Fr. Timothy Lehane Barrett, SVD, General Secretary of the Pontifical Mission Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

How the Pontifical Mission Societies intervene in mission territories to support new Churches, the formation of local seminarians and priests and to provide assistance for children in need

History, charisma and goals of the four

Pontifical Mission Societies 

This Dossier is also available on our web site: www.fides.org.
“The universal mission should become a fundamental constant in the life of the Church”.

Introduction 

The Church’s most profound identity is that of continuing the mission of Jesus. He invites us as a community of believers to be at the service of His mission, a mission of life through the power of love and reconciliation. He describes himself as a missionary, as one who is sent (Jn,3,17.34; 7,16; 11,2; 17,19) by the Father as a manifestation of Trinitarian love. And, before he left the world, he offered us the wonderful privilege to actively partake in the same on mission.(Mt 28) “to the ends of the earth (Acts 1,8). 

The members of the early church who understood this, were moved to give public witness of their faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Today on our behalf, missionaries: people of faith, lay and religious inspired by the mission of Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit, live and work with communities throughout the world. They are sent by us in the Church, to respond to the basic needs of people, especially those in the greatest need in order to help to create a more compassionate world, transformed by the love of God. They do so in our name because our Local Church sends them on mission and it is part of the universal Church which is missionary by its very nature (AG2). 

That is why the Holy Father’s World Mission Sunday Message 09, says that: “To announce the Gospel must be for us, as it was for the apostle Paul, a primary and impelling duty” and it “should become a fundamental constant in the life of the Church”. As baptised persons it therefore is our duty as a priestly people to announce to the whole of humanity the good news of Salvation. In his Message, the Holy Father, while inviting to partake in this mission of the Church also takes us to task and asks us to kindle a renewed missionary flame in every member of the Christian people, to encourage a more aware collaboration between peoples and dioceses especially towards the needs of those who live in regions of great need and of first evangelization. He asks us to “Pray that the Church will always have passion for the mission to spread the Kingdom of God”.

It is a task specific to all of us to collaborate with our Diocesan Directors and the National Director of the PMS to inform people of the need for our participation in world mission and to animate our local Christian communities to participate in it.. It is an invitation to find ways and means so as to stimulate and encourage our priest, religious and faithful to understand the reason as to the why of mission and to its importance of its being as the centre of the existence of the Church. The Pontifical Mission Societies are the official Church institution to promote mission awareness and assist the missionary activity of the Church by prayer, offering of suffering and financial help. They seek to assist all the missions of the world, especially those in greatest need. Their main objective is the support of evangelisation. 

The Holy Fathers message is directed to the whole Church and to Particular Churches. Let us look at these

1. The Message to the  Church

1.1 - “The Church walks the same path and suffers the same destiny as Christ, since she acts not on the basis of any human logic or relying on her own strength, but instead she follows the way of the Cross, becoming, in filial obedience to the Father, a witness and a travelling companion for all humanity
Missionary activity in the Church is a profound spiritual reality based on the hope that stems from the Pascal Mystery. “she acts not on the basis of any human logic or relying on her own strength”. Jesus promised that He would be with us in this work that he recommended to us to the end of the ages. He sent us His Spirit who is present in the Church to continue His salvific work and so continues to give it the strength that is needed for her missionary activity.(cf.RMi65). It is when we partake in this mission of Jesus, we discover little by little, the logic and the time of God. Missionaries on that journey, might oftentimes times, be tempted to be impatient with their activity or even see it as their own work but they soon discover that when they take part in the mission of the Father, whose logic is based on unconditional love and time eternal, things are different. His time clock is different, its hands chime no time and are open to embrace the whole world; his knowledge is profound so as to know every heart and his love, which is for all of humanity, cannot be compared to our own cultural conditioning, times and plans. Through His logic we are asked to go forth in His love: “If you see charity, you see the Trinity”, wrote Saint Augustine. He asks us as missionaries to, “focus our attention on the Pierced one (cf. Jn 19:37, Zech 12:10), recognizing the plan of the Father who, moved by love (cf. Jn 3:16), sent his only-begotten Son into the world to redeem man. By dying on the Cross—as Saint John tells us—Jesus “gave up his Spirit” (Jn 19:30), anticipating the gift of the Holy Spirit that he would make after his Resurrection (cf. Jn 20:22). This was to fulfil the promise of “rivers of living water” that would flow out of the hearts of believers, through the outpouring of the Spirit (cf. Jn 7:38-39)”. (DCE19). 

The Holy Father’s Mission Sunday message invites us in our secular world of today, as missionary animators, to understand the profundity of this and he warns of the danger of “A missionary who has no deep experience of God, in prayer and contemplation will have little spiritual influence or missionary success” (EA23). In this missionary endeavour, we so often find that our witness defies human logic because the Spirit continues to initiate actions where it wills in our lives and in the lives of others (RMi29,56). Where in human logic can we understand the courage of the “Many missionaries (who)bear witness to and spread the Kingdom of God in difficult situations, ranging from social discrimination to prison, torture, and even death. In this, they walk the same path and suffer they same destiny as Christ did in his mission” as the Message states. Our witnessing needs a concrete and effective expression through charity extended to all strata of people without discrimination. Where ever there is suffering in the world, there is a need of a good person to console. As a missionary church we are invited to take part in the local missionary activity with those who suffer or are deprived, those who work as catechesis or lay leaders in communities in poorer churches. This brings vitality and enthusiasm of the Spirit to us all. 

 The message compares the Church so wonderfully as a “a travelling companion for all of humanity” The Spirit, the protagonist, invites us to go forth on mission. One might ask why are we invited to go on mission, why could God not do it all by Himself. The answer is that He loves us and He wishes to share His profound joy with us. God from the beginning, has always invited Man, created in his image and likeness to participate in His project to bring life to the world. It is His way of helping us to discover His love and the joy this brings to world: He has given us the gift, with our neighbour the possibility to generate it in today’s societies, even through our human frailty. Listen to how missionaries will often tell us of how he or she has received so much from the mission experience and, much more than they were able to give: We are invited to be missionaries as a community: “Love of neighbour, grounded in the love of God, is first and foremost a responsibility for each individual member of the faithful, but it is also a responsibility for the entire ecclesial community at every level: from the local community to the particular Church and to the Church universal in its entirety. As a community, the Church must practise love. Love thus needs to be organized if it is to be an ordered service to the community. The awareness of this responsibility has had a constitutive relevance in the Church from the beginning: “All who believed were together and had all things in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:44-5)”. (DCE20). Therefore, missionary activity allows the Church to partake in the joyful experience of Trinitarian love. Through a special calling, our missionaries are sent on mission ad Gentes by our Particular Church and here, the Message, when properly studied and discussed in our local communities, can lead us towards a wonderful spiritual profundity which brings joy to the hearts of man and it can only encourage us more to delve and take a deeper look. These are powerful ideas, and iuf we repeat these little phrases that can be repeated by all of us frequently in our communities and in our own personal prayer so as to bring us a continued spiritual understanding as to the why of mission, and, as to why mission leads us on a journey towards that which transforms our own human experience in our response to the plight of mankind. The Message helps us to understand our nature and our call, as part of broken and divided humanity. It illuminates our nature as baptized Christians in a Church that sends us forth as travelling companions for all of humanity. By walking with humanity, we walk the way of the Church, to discover in humanity God’s saving action. We discover in this experience a slow and pedagogic realization of the transforming life giving power of the Spirit. Then we begin to discover, like Jesus the joy that a “filial obedience to the Father” bring us. It is an experience to be lived in mission and to be shared and to be relived it in our Particular Church. 

1.2 The Messages states that “The future of the new creation shines already in our world and, despite contradictions and suffering, kindles hope for new life…. The mission of the Church is to ‘infect’ all peoples with hope. This is why Christ calls, sanctifies and sends his disciples to proclaim the Kingdom of God.”. Earlier I noted that mission stems form the Paschal Mystery and this gives us Hope. Modern man questions himself about the meaning of human existence in the world and in history. He is an individual who seeks experiences, authenticity, signs.(cf.EN5,76). Within the human heart there is a desire and a searching for truth and for good. He needs answers to his deepest questions about the meaning of human existence. (cf.GS1-10) The Message also focuses on how God’s family has been dispersed and its intrinsic desired vocation is to return to its source. “In truth, the whole of humanity has the radical vocation to return to its source, to return to God, since in Him alone can it find accomplishment through the restoration of all things in Christ. Dispersion, multiplicity, conflict, enmity will be calmed and reconciled through the blood of the Cross and led back to unity” Therefore as missionaries Ad gentes, the good news that we bring to humankind is that humanity has been reconciled through the Paschal Mystery “This new beginning has already started with the Resurrection and the exaltation of Christ, who draws all things to himself, renewing them and enabling them to share in the eternal joy of God”. Announcing this Hope, stemming from the Paschal Mystery, is what our Mission is about. Christ himself came to live amongst us, He was sent to evangelize us, He continues to call us and speaks to us through new situations. In the face of these situations that arise in today’s world, the Church, led by the Spirit, (cf.LG7;AG4), urges man to the first evangelization (Ad Gentes, Redemptoris Missio) to evangelizing dialogue (Evangelii Nuntiandi), to evangelize cultures (Slavorum Apostoli), to evangelize himself (Redemptor Hominis) and to go forth to meet the Holy Spirit, sent by Jesus, who is already waiting in the heart of man.

We are invited to “infect all peoples with hope”. This is central to biblical faith and it the basis of the Church’s mission. We are saved in hope (Rom 8,24). and the message asks us to “to transform the world” with it because to know God, the true God, means to receive hope. This is so important today as people look for hope in crisis situations and the Hope that we offer goes beyond human expectations and illuminates. Here again I feel that we need a spiritual transformation as the Holy Father himself suggests in Spei Salvi, where he recognises we may need some renovation “We who have always lived with the Christian concept of God, and have grown accustomed to it, have almost ceased to recognise that we possess the hope that ensues from a real encounter with this God.”(SS3).

2. The Message to the Local Church

2.1- Missionary impulse has always been a sign of the vitality of our Churches, that before being action, it  is witness and irradiation of the light of Christ, on the part of the local Church, which sends her own missionary men and women beyond her frontiers”.

Mission is “a sign of the vitality of our Churches” In the last number of years, Mission Sunday messages insists on the importance of the Local Church and its co responsibility for the universal mission of the Church. This is what the Second Vatican Council insists on in Ad Gentes 38. I feel that the word “vitality” is fundamental, and I believe it is a word that sums up the spirit of this years Message. It is an important concept for us to reflect on today in a time when we have falling Church attendance in Europe and the West in general, while Church membership and numbers increase in poorer countries. I wonder, do we need to search for ways to begin to recognize our own vitality as Christians and as a people who experience the hope that stems from the Paschal Mystery. Vitality means vibrancy, and this when it comes from the missionary experience, brings a new vigour to our Local Church life and communities. Vitality comes from the transforming power Spirit, it is given on the missionary journey and it is discovered in discipleship and in the inner life experience of the individual or the community that is strengthened by the Spirit. The Spirit, in fact, is that interior power which harmonizes their hearts with Christ's heart and moves them to love their brethren as Christ loved them, when he bent down to wash the feet of the disciples (cf. Jn 13:1-13) and above all when he gave his life for us (cf. Jn 13:1, 15:13)” (DCE19). The Spirit gives life to “inner man” “Along this way the Holy Spirit, strengthening in each of us "the inner man," enables man ever more "fully to find himself through a sincere gift of self."(DV59). This life strengthening brings new life and zeal to the individual and it is discovered in discipleship and through a sincere giving of self to others, while at the same time, allowing oneself to be transformed by docility to the Spirit. I feel that in this special year of priests it is important for us to discuss the vitality that we receive from the Spirit and to socialise this experience amongst ourselves in our communities While we can vouch from our experience, it extends to the life strengthening, by the Paraclete, of the community. “The Spirit is also the energy which transforms the heart of the ecclesial community, so that it becomes a witness before the world to the love of the Father, who wishes to make humanity a single family in his Son” (DCE19). 

A community is vibrant, when it become aware of the individual charismatic gifts, given by the Spirit to its members and when it searches for ways for theses gifts to be realized. How wonderful it is to listen too and to contemplate the attitude of those who are able to socialise what this vitality of the Spirit means to them in their own lives. They become witness to an inner life that exists and they witness this through their actions in their communities. One also finds in many the desire to be missioned by their communities (Local Church) to give this witness in today’s world: “The local Church is the place where the Spirit makes himself manifest with the riches of his charismas, giving to each member of the faithful the call to, and responsibility for, mission”. It is therefore the participation in missionary activity of the Church that brings “vitality” to our community and the Message confirms that, “it is necessary to reaffirm that evangelization is primarily the work of the Spirit”. If our Christian communities do not open themselves to the world wide mission, this closure may be a sign of the lack of evangelical and evangelizing vitality. “Without the mission ad Gentes, the Church’s very missionary dimension would be deprived of its essential meaning and of the very activity that exemplifies it”. RM 34

2.2 As missionaries we give “witness and irradiation of the light of Christ on the part of the local Church”. This witness “is the first and irreplaceable form of mission” (AG41). Christian witness, is a witness Christ himself. (Rev 1,5;3,4). Therefore a missionary is a radical (radix) Christian living amongst others and the "witness” he or she gives of the light of Christ in life becomes an “irradiation” “People today put more trust in witnesses than in teachers in experience than in teaching, and in life and action than in theories” (RM41). In my role as Secretary General on visits to many countries, I never cease to marvel on how through its humble missionaries, the local Church community irradiates its understanding of faith and love in the missionary fields. They personify HIS love and their life witness makes that Local Church present as a family in solidarity. Later on, when they return home, their sending Church community is gifted once again by their presence when they share their experience just as the apostles after the road to Emmaus experience. Their sharing of the vitality they discovered in their missionary self giving and in their relationships brings an invitation to others to do likewise. There’s is a special joy that comes from the exchange of gifts and this experience shows us that the exchange of pastoral agents between Ecclesial Communities gives a reciprocal enrichment. The Message confirms this as: “Participation in the mission of Christ, in fact, affects also the life of those who announce the Gospel”. It is the 100% that the Lord promises in the Gospel. Ask any missionary or pastoral agent and listen to their life testimonies to hear their joy. Their witness in today’s consumer society cannot be measured. Just look at the priorities in later life of those people involved in the Ad Gentes pastoral activity. They more than anyone, are aware that the missionary nature of each baptismal call leads to a happy and fulfilled life. Therefore, in our Particular Church maybe we need to hear the stories of those who tell of the joy filled vitality in order to witness and animate us in these days of difficulty and possible stagnation. If we can bring across this creative life giving by the Spirit in mission to our priests and faithful and allow them to share their experiences, then World Mission Sunday will become a special moment for us. 

Pope Benedict XVI in his message to the participants in the meeting of the Superior Council of the Pontifical Mission Societies (May 2008) said: “Mission is a task and duty of all Churches which, like communicating vessels, share people and resources in order to carry it out. Every local Church is the people chosen from among the peoples, convoked in the unity of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, to "proclaim the perfection of him who has called them out of darkness into his marvellous light" (LG10). True missionary cooperation in our Local Church, presupposes a need for animation and formation to make us all more aware of our missionary vocation This is a call for co-responsibility, cooperation, renewal and missionary holiness could remain without an adequate response if our attitude to missionary spirituality is not deepened. Without an “interior attitude” (cf.EN74) a generous response to universal mission may not be forthcoming to the extent that it is needed.

The PMS are very important in a Particular Church and to understand their full meaning and the role of their Diocesan Director is important. They have a wonderful task of promoting and disseminating among the Christian people, the practical understanding of the mystery of the Church, that is: its effective missionary spirit put into practice. Every diocese needs to discover that mission is not a foreign factor to it, and each should recognise itself as the source of missionary power. Chapter VI of the Decree on “Missionary activity ad Gentes” gives the faithful an active part in daily mission and proclamation not alone by their “prayers and work of penance” as well as “resources which missions need will be forthcoming” AG36 but also invites each of us to participate “each according to his or her state of condition” AG35 

3. Conclusion

The Holy Father encourages us with his mission Sunday Message and he asks us to “Pray for missionaries on the front line of evangelisation, often in difficult and hostile situations”. They live in community, build human relationships of respect and love, and by undertaking various community affairs they share in the social and cultural life of the people (RMi42). 

He asks us all to become missionaries from where we are on Mission Sunday: “I therefore ask everyone to offer, as a sign of communion, financial assistance to help the young Churches as they too proclaim the Gospel of charity especially in difficult economic times”. 

The message sees this as communion by giving with generosity: and goes on to ask: “On Mission Sunday, I encourage each of you to seek a deeper involvement in the missionary mandate of Christ, to ‘make disciples of all peoples’. This effort to proclaim the Gospel to the people of today is a service to the Christian community and the whole of humanity: to illuminate all peoples with the light of the Gospel”

The PMS are so privileged as an important reality in the Church today. As charismatic organizations which deal essentially with Missionary Cooperation, they encourage among Christians, a passion for the Kingdom of God, to be established everywhere through the preaching of the Gospel. That is why the Second Vatican Council rightly gave the PMS pride of place, since they are the means of imbuing Catholics from their very infancy with a genuinely universal and missionary outlook. They are also the means for undertaking an effective collection of funds to subsidize all missions, each according to its needs (Ad Gentes 38). This cooperation stems from the principal that the duty of the faithful to cooperate in the mission ad Gentes is an essential part of their Christian vocation in a Church which is by “its very nature missionary” (AG2). 

The Holy Father concludes “To the Pontifical Mission Societies goes my gratitude and my encouragement for their indispensable service of promoting missionary animation and formation and material help for young churches. Through the Pontifical Institutions communion among the Churches is admirably achieved with exchange of gifts, reciprocal concern and common missionary programming”

Fr. Timothy Lehane Barrett SVD

Secretary General of the Propagation of the Faith 

Rome
***

How the Pontifical Mission Societies intervene in mission territories

to support new Churches, the formation of seminarians and priests, 

and to provide assistance for poor children 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) –Collections taken for World Mission Sunday, gifts from individual benefactors, and contributions that come in thanks to various missionary projects, are all sent first to the respective National Offices of the Pontifical Mission Societies in each country, and then forwarded to Rome to the General Secretary's Office, to be put in a common fund, the Universal Solidarity Fund. During the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Missionary Societies, normally held during the month of May, presided by the Archbishop President and the Secretary Generals of the four Societies, participants discuss hundreds of requests from all over the world for funding for building churches, chapels and local centers for apostolate, for aid and formation of seminarians and catechists, for educational projects and activities for children, etc.. The Assembly, taking into account the available economic resources and criteria of equality and justice, decides on the distribution of the funding. Unfortunately, the Universal Solidarity Fund is never large enough to be able to respond positively to all the petitions for aid.

The Pontifical Mission Society for the Propagation of the Faith

The Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith receives thousands of requests for aid from all across the missionary world, mainly concerning the formation of catechists, the construction and maintenance of churches, chapels, and convents, diocesan activities, aid for pastoral activity of religious congregations, etc. The 2008 General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies, in examining the petitions received, has made the following distribution of subsidies: 


AFRICA - ordinary subsidies $17,029,000; subsidies for catechists $6.562.800; media (SIGNIS) $1,126,800; special subsidies $28,878,000.


AMERICA - ordinary subsidies $2,101,600; subsidies for catechists $620,800; media (SIGNIS) $187,000; special subsidies $1,433,000. 
  


ASIA - ordinary subsidies $10,687,500; subsidies for catechists $3,887,100; media (SIGNIS) $908,600; special subsidies $12,805,200.


EUROPE - ordinary subsidies $1,201,100; subsidies for catechists $18,000; special subsidies $120,000. 
  


OCEANIA - ordinary subsidies $1,478,000; subsidies for catechists $428,500; media (SIGNIS) $389,500; special subsidies $937,0 00.

The St. Peter the Apostle Pontifical Mission Society 

The Pontifical Mission Society St. Peter the Apostle funded a total of 904 seminaries: 527 minor seminaries and 377 major seminaries, some of which depend on the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

The total number of seminarians supported by the Society is 77,107: 

50,315 minor seminarians and 26,792 major seminarians.

New admissions to major seminarians in the past year: 8,529 candidates. 

As for priestly ordinations, although not all reports are finalised, the numbers show for 2009 a total 1,780 ordinations, distributed as follows: 

Africa 1,009, 

Asia 681, 

America 43, 

Europe 18, 

Oceania 29.

The 2009 General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies, in examining the requests received, decided on the following grants: 

minor seminaries: $6,373,082; 

major and propaedeutic seminaries: $16,813,890; 

special subsidies: $4,186,358.              

The Holy Childhood Pontifical Mission Society 
The Pontifical Society of the Holy Childhood, or the Holy Childhood Association, focuses on the role of “little ones” in announcing the Kingdom. The requests for funding regard programmes for religious instruction, food and medical assistance, clothing and school material, installation of classrooms for catechetical purposes and centers for children, acquiring medicines, support for poor children, etc. The General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies, after examining the petitions received, made the following distribution of funds, from a total of $24,740,190: 

$3,400,000 ordinary subsidies and $21,340,190 special subsidies, distributed by continent as follows:  AFRICA -  $14,845,650; 

America -  $861,300; 

ASIA - $8,384,040; 

EUROPE - $180,I00; 

OCEANIA - $469,I00.

In addition to these: $121,183,50 in subsidies for National Directors' Offices.

As for approved projects: 425 projects for child pastoral care, 21 projects for missionary animation and formation, 201 projects for pre-school education, 1,238 projects for school education, 297 projects for Catholic Religious Instruction, 733 projects for Pro-Life.         

HISTORY, CHARISMA AND GOALS OF THE FOUR

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 

Vatican City (Fides Service) - The Pontifical Mission Societies, directed by a Supreme Committee presided by the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, promote awareness of the missionary nature of the Church and the duty of all Christians to take part in her missionary activity with prayers, sacrifices and material support.

World Mission Sunday, the main event of 12 months of missionary animation and cooperation, has become a tradition and is celebrated at all levels. It was launched at the request of the first of the PMS to be founded, the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Although today the PMS are four and they were instituted at different times, they have one fundamental purpose: to promote a spirit of universal mission among the people of God. Here is more detailed information of the four societies.

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH

Having had just emerged from the persecution of the French Revolution, the Church in France was still suffering under the encroaching oppression of State power and was divided because of the ambiguous doctrines of the Gallican heresy. During the reign of Napoleon (1804-1815), the glorious Missions Étrangères of Paris (MEP) could only send two missionaries to the Far East. It was in those circumstances that the gift of the Spirit descended upon a young woman from Lyons, Pauline Marie Jaricot, born of a wealthy family on 22 July 1799. Pauline has a happy childhood, with all the comforts of a family that had become rich at the beginning of the industrial revolution.

As a teenager she has plenty of money and is proud of her beauty, her jewels and her expensive clothes that make her the toast of society gatherings. At the age of 17 Pauline hears a sermon of her parish priest that makes a deep impression on her and she sees the transience of her existence and the vanity of her aspirations: a disappointing and infinite vanity that she abandons forever! On Christmas night 1816 Pauline makes a vow of chastity and discovers her raison d’être in devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and in reparation for the offences committed against the Sacred Heart of Jesus, also insulted by the excesses of the recent Revolution. A group of young girls working in her father’s factory gather around her and form a Spiritual Association called simply «Those who make reparation». In 1818, along the lines suggested by a MEP booklet, this group also assumes the dimension of prayer and missionary animation, with an optional offering of one centime a week «to cooperate in the spread of the Gospel». For Pauline this represents the orientation of her entire existence towards Mission. Encouraged also by the example of her brother Philéas, who has decided to become a missionary, she combines spiritual outreach perfectly with concrete actions. In her mind she outlines the simplest and most effective way of helping and praying for missionaries: those who pray together for the Missions, also help them together. So she starts a group activity with ten people, each of whom undertake to find another ten people who will pray for the missions and give one centime a week for this purpose. The idea inflames hearts and the project spreads rapidly: on 20 October 1820 there are already more than 500 members enrolled in what would later be called the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, whose official foundation is on 3 May 1822. In 1826 the Association spreads to Europe, it begins its Annals which publish letters from missionaries and it maintains a close relationship with the Congregation de Propaganda Fide. To confirm its missionary spirit and its service to the universal Church, on 3 May 1922 with the Motu Proprio Romanorum Pontificum Pius XI declares the Society for the Propagation of the Faith «Pontifical» (PSPF).

The Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith has as its aims:

1. To maintain in the Church the Spirit of Pentecost, which opened the apostles to the far ends of the earth and made them «missionaries» (envoys): it is the «catholic» or universal spirit that belongs to the very nature of the Church. 2. To live the universal mission of redemption in union with Christ in his Church as the foundation of a common apostolic responsibility: «As the Father has sent me, even so I send you» (Jn 20:21). 3. To participate in the proclamation of the Gospel with the example of one’s own life and with the contribution of one’s own professional and productive human potentialities, also presented in monetary offerings. Recognised by the Church for its service to Mission, the PSPF has not only the title «Pontifical», but also «Episcopal». It is part of the Universal Church that co-ordinates missionary activity throughout the world, but it is also part of the Local Church that has the right and duty to «make disciples of all nations» (Mt 28:19). In fact for all the Pontifical Missionary Societies it is profoundly true that: «although they are the Pope’s Works, they are also the Works of the all the Bishops and of the whole People of God» (Paul VI, Message WMS 1968).

Spiritual support

1. Personal or group Lectio Divina to recognise, admire and promote God’s merciful Plan for the Salvation of Humanity. In meditation and with prayer, giving thanks because «God [...] so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life» (Jn 3:16). 2. Frequent Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, in order to re-live with Christ his apostolic anxiety, his missionary labours and his moments of passion: «If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me» (Mt 16:24). 3. The Missionary Rosary which, in the prayer to the Mother of Jesus and our Mother, reminds us in the colours of its beads of the different continents and the spiritual and material necessities of their peoples.

Material support

1. A Contribution to the «Universal Fund of Solidarity» for the evangelization of the world, with a monthly offering and particularly with an offering on World Mission Sunday (WMS) 2. Participation in the spread of the Church in the world through the financing of religious, social and educational works of Churches in Mission Lands. Particularly important is the support offered for the formation of Catechists and lay Leaders of new Mission Communities. 3. Solidarity with the poor and abandoned of every race and nation in order to combat, with them, hunger, the scourge of AIDS, violence... and support them in their deplorable living conditions. «Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me»(Mt 25:40) 4. Promote universal brotherhood, showing concern for the oppressed, refugees, emigrants and participating in ecclesial and civic activities that promote justice and peace in the world, with a just and solidary development.

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETY OF HOLY CHILDHOOD

The figure of the child has always had an irresistible and undeniable influence on everyone’s heart: his/her simplicity, beauty and sparkling vitality seems a refection of God’s life. Also Jesus Christ, who with his birth in the stable at Bethlehem and his infancy in Egypt and Nazareth knew that state of loving bliss, was particularly fond of children. «Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God» (Lk 18:16). The focal point of this Society is the particular role that «children» have in the proclamation of the Kingdom. In fact they are particularly suited to accepting it and living the riches of its beauty, joy and love. Then in the Christian language «smallness» is a fascinating spiritual category that reflects God’s holiness. Devotion to the Child Jesus is perceived as man’s obedient abandonment to the Father’s will and it is classified in states of life as «spiritual childhood». The great missionary movement, which was born in France in the 19th century, could not but involve the essential needs of the most fragile and weakest part of humanity:

Letters from Missionaries, especially from Sisters, spoke of children suppressed at birth because they were not wanted on account of their sex (girls), their physical or psychic defects (handicapped) or simply because it was impossible to feed them in the great general poverty. The urgent and generous help of everyone was needed to save these creatures destined for death! The help comes from a great bishop, Charles August Marie de Forbin-Janson, born on 3 November 1785. Entering the seminary of St Sulpice at an early age his desire and hope was for a missionary life. But this is not to be because Providence decrees that he become a seminary rector and vicar general in Chambéry. He realises his missionary dream by becoming a preacher for priests and offering the people «missions». Travels and knowledge of peoples, normally associated with missionaries, also become his direct experience when in 1817 he makes a long journey to preach in the Middle East, visiting Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Turkey. Consecrated Bishop of Nancy in 1824, with his missionary zeal he clashes with the anticlerical authorities of the time and in 1833 is obliged to follow the same road as many missionaries, the road of exile. He explains his great desire to be a missionary in China to Gregory XVI. But his dream comes to nothing, so he accepts the invitation to go to preach in the United States and Canada. He spends his last years in Germany and dies at Marseilles on 3 November 1844. The strong missionary tension of this great Bishop found its outlet in devotion to the Child Jesus, which he never ceased to spread. Mindful of the atrocities that were being perpetrated against children, particularly in the heathen world of the age, Mgr. de Forbin-Janson gave a missionary approach to this devotion. In fact the name itself «Holy Childhood» expresses his desire to place the Association under the protection of the Child Jesus. For quite a long time many individuals and groups had drawn their inspiration from this spirit, but the date that officially marks the beginning of the Society of the Holy Childhood is 19

May 1843. Mgr. De Forbin-Janson’s intuition was to create a movement of Christian children to help pagan children to find the Lord and save them from death. Its purpose was to save them above all through baptism and to educate them in a Christian manner: all this was to be the fruit of an apostolic and solidary charity, namely, of a genuinely missionary spirit and not only a social action. The Society found favour with individuals and institutions with greater involvement in children’s education. Thus it developed rapidly in Europe and North America and in its establishment it enjoyed the full support of the Church and the favour of Pope Leo XIII, who promoted it with the Encyclical Sancta Dei Civitas (3 December 1880). On 3 May 1922 Pius XI conferred the Society the title Pontifical.

Goals: The Pontifical Society for Holy Childhood addresses itself to children and adolescents in order to awaken their missionary awareness and to support, with a qualified and explicit pedagogy, their openness to charity and Christian solidarity. «I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever and revealing them to little children» (Lk 10:21). 2. Knowing and experiencing in «Jesus’ school» evidence of a joyful life with Jesus their Brother, they pray for all children throughout the world and try to help them to know and love him. «Let the children come to me, do not hinder them [...] Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it» (Mk 10:14-15). – Children love children -. 3. Through a pedagogical-catechetical programme, parishes, schools and families are involved in the formation of their children who work as active subjects of their education. They are gradually led to open their minds to the world’s dimensions and to open their hearts to giving what they have in excess for needy children. – Children help children -. 4. The PMSHC proposes that, for love of Jesus and in order to imitate him, children should make the ideal of their life the call to Mission that saves children by making them children of God in order to become complete persons. – Children become missionaries and make other children missionaries -.

Spiritual support

1. Special devotion to the Child Jesus, the brother of all children in the world. 2. More frequent reception of the Blessed Sacrament so that they may be in sincere communion with Jesus and with all children throughout the world. 3. A Hail Mary a day to the Mother of Jesus for all children

who suffer and are in need of help. 4. Enrolment as a member of Missionary Childhood in order to bring the Gospel to others. 5. Preparation with prayer and song to announce the Birth of the Child Jesus as «Choristers of the Star». 6. Celebration of the World Day of Missionary Childhood: (6 January).

Material support

1. A specific programme for the preparation of leaders and animators of the PMSHC and the sensitisation of Bishops of the 110 nations where the Society is present. 2. The offering of a penny a week or their own savings for poor children in the world. 3. Participation at activities in aid of children to allow them to be born and to prevent them from being exploited for economic or sexual purposes and so that people will be fully open to accepting emigrant or refugee children. 4. The collection and distribution of funds allocated for educational and social projects to Missionary Childhood

throughout the world. 5. Participation at traditional manifestations, as «Choristers of the Star» or planned by various Groups, to collect funds to be allocated for the living expenses and education of poor children.

THE PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETY ST PETER APOSTLE

The charismatic and significantly lay nature of the PMS is clearly seen in the foundation of the Society of St Peter Apostle. In fact this Society was born in France on the suggestion of the Vicar Apostolic of Nagasaki, Mgr. Cousin of the Paris Missions Étrangères (MEP), who was convinced of the necessity of a local Clergy, that is, of priests who at that time were known as «indigenous Priests». Therefore this Society is particularly concerned with one of the most urgent necessities for the progress of evangelization: the education and formation of local Clergy through the construction and maintenance of seminaries in Mission lands. To accomplish his plan to have a seminary in Japan for the spiritual and theological formation of Japanese priests, Mgr. Cousin turns to a young lay woman Jeanne Bigard. Born in Normandy of a well-to-do family on 8 December 1859, Jeanne acquires from her mother Stephanie a profound interest in spiritual life and as a result develops a strong feeling for the needs of Gospel workers and particularly for missionary priests. Despite her shyness and delicate health, she would become deeply involved in this ideal which became the purpose of her whole life. For this reason she would visit all the dioceses of France and travel abroad as far as Rome. After giving a large financial contribution to build the church of St Francis Xavier in Kyoto, on her father’s death Jeanne sells everything and goes with her mother to live in two shabby rooms so that they can give everything they have to the Missions. She keeps up a regular correspondence with missionaries and answers Mgr. Cousin’s request promptly, devoting all her energies to collecting the funds necessary for his Japanese seminary. Jeanne used to say she was «pigheaded» on account of her tenacity in doing things, but soon her projects become so numerous and some last so long that she understands that without an organisation she cannot perform her task of supporting the Missions. So between 1889 and 1896 she founds an Association that will later become the Society of St Peter Apostle. In 1894 Jeanne Bigard publishes her first Manifesto addressed to all Christians in order to draw their attention to the importance of this work for the growth of the Catholic Missions. The Association’s first Council of Administration meets and the first propaganda leaflet is published in 1896. The official date of the Foundation of the Society of St Peter Apostle is 1889 in Caen, France. In 1901 the central office is moved to Paris and later to Fribourg in Switzerland to facilitate its civil recognition and to have a more autonomous administration of its funds. In 1920 its main office is moved to Rome. With the Encyclical Letter Ad extremas Orientis Leo XIII recommends the Work to all Christians and on 3 May 1922 Pius XI declares the Society of St Peter Apostle «Pontifical» together with the previous two Societies. After the death of her mother Stephanie, on 5 January 1903, Jeanne falls into a state of deep depression which will transform her life into a painful Calvary. Aware of her situation, she entrusts the Society to the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary in Fribourg. After being admitted several times to various hospitals and a deterioration of her state of mental health, Jeanne is taken to the sisters of St Joseph in Alençon where she dies on 18 April 1934. Jeanne Bigard will bequeath to the Church a keen awareness of the worldwide dimension of the missionary task, a clear consciousness of the importance of the local Clergy with a prophetic vision for her times, a greater sensitivity among the laity for the spiritual and human mobilisation of the older Churches, with a view to solidarity with the young Churches: seeds of a missionary springtime that would blossom in all members of the

Church in Mission. The significance of her Work can be found in the words of St Paul: «How can they believe in him if they have never heard of him? And how will they hear of him unless there is a preacher for them?» (Rom 10:14-15). The increase of indigenous Clergy finds its justification and necessity in Jesus’ words: «As the Father sent me, so am I sending you» (Jn 20:21). In fact, as

well as being based on the need for Gospel workers, the proclamation of the Gospel must also be based on the culture, religion, life and social organisation of every people. All this is best known and used by the sons and daughters of this people, the native Clergy in their local Churches. 1. Insistent recommendation on the Formation and Education of local Priests and Religious. 2. Contribution with prayer and economic aid to the growth of the local Clergy and of local Religious Communities. 3. Particular concern for the missionary formation of young people, with a view to increasing the number of vocations to priestly and religious life particularly in the Missions. 4. Greater involvement of the Catholic Laity, not only with the contribution of aid, but also through their personal commitment of missionary activity.

Spiritual support 

1. Pray unceasingly for missionary priestly vocations in accordance with Jesus’ command: «Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers to his harvest» (Mt 9:38).

2. Establish a spiritual chain of friendship, interest and sharing in apostolic life through letters, visits and contacts of various kinds between Churches’ various education and formation centres. 3. Welcome members of other Dioceses and religious Congregations with Christian fellowship and joy into one’s own Institutions in order to offer them a spiritual environment where they can emulate one another in holiness in God’s service.

Material support

1. Make a financial contribution to the expansion of Seminaries and Houses of religious formation in Mission Churches. 2. Celebrate Vocation Sunday (generally celebrated on the 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday) with prayer, spiritual activities and a special offering for Seminaries. 3. Provide «Scholarships» for individual seminarians’ material and educational needs in Mission seminaries. 4. Adopt candidates to the priesthood, both with personal and group contributions, in order to accompany them towards the goal of Priesthood. 5. On a level of ecclesial organisations undertake to build or maintain new seminaries in Mission territories.

THE PONTIFICAL MISSIONARY UNION

Unlike the other Societies, the Missionary Union of the Clergy has as its immediate and specific purpose the promotion of missionary work and the spread of the missions, not through aid, but through the direct commitment of those who, like the Apostles, have received the command: «Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...» (Mt 28:19). The Union was founded by Blessed Father Paolo Manna and recognised by Pope Benedict XV on 31 October 1916. In his Apostolic Letter Graves et Increscentes, on the 50th anniversary of the Foundation of the PMU, Pope Paul VI declares that «just as Christ should be called the First Missionary, so all priests, in virtue of the Sacred Order they have received, should be considered as missionaries». A statement that affirms an indisputable doctrine and an ever more imperative duty, also through the numerous ecclesial documents that declare this: (Evangelii Nuntiandi 68; Postquam Apostoli 5; Redemptoris Missio 67). In the same Letter Paul VI defined the Pontifical Missionary Union (PMU) as «the soul of the other Mission Aid Societies». Paolo Manna was born in Avellino (Italy) on 16 January 1872 and, after becoming a missionary of the Pontifical Foreign Mission Institute (PIME), he is sent to Burma. In 12 years of missionary activity he would return to Italy three times on serious medical grounds, the last time, to his great sorrow, to remain there. Thus he discovers God’s will for him: to make him, through his writings and publications, a missionary animator of the whole Church: the missionary of the Mission. The aim of his work is not only to announce the progress of faith in the world and to help missionaries with prayers and offerings, but above all to make known the duty to enlarge the Church with more missionaries and with the indigenous clergy, so that she will be able to carry out her work to the full. As director of the magazine Le Missioni Cattoliche and particularly with his first work Missionari autem pauci (The Missionaries are Few), he arouses an irresistible surge of enthusiasm for the Mission and a large number of missionary vocations: thus he begins his great task of animating all the clergy for the missions. His dream of founding a Missionary Union of the Clergy is realised with the approval of Pope Benedict XV, urgently entreated by Blessed Guido Maria Conforti, Bishop of Parma and founder of the Xaverian Missionary Fathers. The Union’s First International Congress (3 January 1922) declares the necessity of missiology teaching in seminaries, a science that was still unknown in Catholic formation institutes. In order to encourage many vocations for the missions, in his increasingly numerous writings Fr. Manna insists on the irreplaceable role of priests in the proclamation of the Gospel and in the formation of the missionary awareness of the People of God. The Union spreads rapidly after the Pope recommends its presence in every diocese in his Encyclical Maximum Illud (1919). With a great activity of preaching and publications, Fr. Manna inflames ecclesiastics and laity alike with the missionary ideal, while he challenges young people to realise this ideal. For him there is no such thing as a missionary vocation distinct from the priestly or Christian vocation: his motto is: «All Missionaries!». For Fr. Manna all the baptised, but above all «every priest is by his very nature and by definition missionary». He complains that for a great part of the clergy «a great elementary truth» has been obscured, «namely, that the primary function of Church is the evangelization of the world - the whole world». This universal missionary spirit must be integrated into the spirit of unity with those whom he first calls our «Separated Brethren», «an essential condition for the total triumph of the Gospel in the world». With his studies and dynamic affirmations Blessed Fr. Manna prophetically precedes the declarations of the Second Vatican Council, particularly Ad Gentes 2, 39, Lumen Gentium 28, Optatam Totius 20 and Presbyterorum Ordinis 10. Together with Priests also Religious men and women, as well as Consecrated Laity are natural mission workers. In 1949, with the decree Huic Sacro, the Congregation de Propaganda Fide offers these too membership in the Union. With the decree of 28 October 1956 Pius XII confers the title «Pontifical» on the Union, and it is therefore renamed the «Pontifical Missionary Union of the Clergy, Religious and Consecrated Laity». More simply it is known as the «Pontifical Missionary Union» (PMU) Fr. Manna also served his Institute from 1924 to 1934 as Superior General. The fruit of this commitment are his Observations on the Modern Method of Evangelization in which he proposes a special and different formation for a greater number of indigenous seminarians and the constitution of local Churches entrusted to the local clergy. In his later years, as in a dream, he outlines his great, prophetic and far-reaching missionary plan: Our «Churches» and the Propagation of the Gospel. On the eve of the Second Vatican Council, he invites the older Churches to establish missionary seminaries so that they may participate directly in the evangelization of the world and give help to young mission Churches. Father Paolo Manna dies on 15 September 1952 and is declared Blessed by John Paul II on 4 November 2001.

The PMU strives:

1. To promote missionary consciousness among seminarians, priests and religious. 2. To animate all animators of the People of God for the Mission (RM 84) by spreading and promoting the other PMS. 3. To foster Christian unity so that «they may be so perfected in unity that the world will recognise that it was you who sent me...» (Jn 17:23). 4. To put all the Church «in a state of mission».

Spiritual support

1. Meditate on Sacred Scripture in order to understand God’s universal plan of salvation and the missionary nature of his Church. 2. Read and study the documents of the Second Vatican Council and the Popes’ missionary Encyclicals. 3. See one’s own history and the history of one’s Church in a worldwide perspective, in order to think and act on a worldwide level. 4. Ask the «Lord of the harvest to send out labourers to his harvest» (Mt 9:37-38). 5. Celebrate the Missionary feasts: Lent of prayer and solidarity; missionary October and World Mission Sunday; St Francis Xavier, Priests’ and Brothers’ Mission Day; St Teresa of the Child Jesus, Sisters’ Mission Day; World Day of the Sick, Week of

Prayer for Christian Unity.

Material support

1. Subscribe to national missionary publications and obtain books of Missiology or books that deal with the world’s problems for a profound knowledge of Mission and the reality of Religions and Peoples, necessary in a globalised world. 2. Make an annual contribution to the PMU for its animation activities. 3. Collaborate with the National Director of the PMS, his Secretary for the PMU and the Diocesan Director, in the organisation and activity of missionary animation through

the PMU. 4. Publicise the official publications of the PMU International Office: Omnis Terra (in Italian, English, French, Spanish and Portuguese) and the Course: Studies for Mission (in Italian, English, French and Spanish).

FOUNDERS AND FOUNDRESSES

In 1818 a young French lay woman Pauline Marie Jaricot begins the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, officially recognised on 3 May 1822. Pauline is «the foundress of the largest aid agency for the missions in the entire history of the Catholic Church: the Association for the Propagation of the Faith», which later became the Society for the Propagation of the Faith and was conferred the title «Pontifical» by Pius XI in 1922.

To give a missionary approach to devotion to the Child Jesus the Bishop of Nancy, Mgr. Charles

Auguste Marie de Forbin-Janson, develops a movement of Christian children to help pagan children and bring them salvation. Thus on 19 May 1843 is born the Society of the Holy Childhood, which Pius XI will declare a «Pontifical Work» in1922.

Miss Jeanne Bigard, with the encouragement and under the guidance of her mother Stephanie, makes the formation of young men for the priestly ministry in mission lands the purpose of her life.

In 1894 she launches the first manifesto of the Society of St Peter Apostle, which begins its activity in 1886, is officially established in Caen in 1889 and recognised as «Pontifical» by Pius XI in 1922.

Fr. Paolo Manna, a missionary in Burma, observing the vast extent of missionary work, is saddened by the Clergy’s indifference and is worried about the small number of missionaries. He therefore founds the Missionary Union of the Clergy to animate priests for the Opera Maxima – the evangelization of the world - and to promote knowledge of the Missions and encourage prayer

for them. On 23 October 1916 Benedict XV approves the Union, which after a rapid and fruitful spread in the world, in 1956 is declared «Pontifical» by Pius XII. Fr Paolo Manna was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 4 November 2001.

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 

FEAST DAYS AND CELEBRATIONS  

The feast days of the Patron Saints of Missions


St. Francis Xavier, 3 December, World Mission Day for Priests and Men Religious 


St. Teresa of the Child Jesus, 1 October, World Mission Day for Women Religious

Missionary Celebrations


World Mission Sunday, penultimate Sunday in October


World Day for the Sick 11 February.


World Day for Missionary Childhood, 6 January, Feast of the Epiphany


Good Shepherd Sunday, 4th Sunday of Easter 

___________________________________________________________
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