PRESENTATION 

	SECAM POSITION PAPER ON THE MDGs

	“Maximizing our potentials for the Benefit of our people”


INTRODUCTION

A decade ago, at the UN General Assembly gathered in New York in 2000, to adopt the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The hope that seized the whole world at its launch and the commitments that it garnered seem not to have achieved the expectations. With only 5 years to go, it is just appropriate that world leader’s take stock to review the all process and come out with concrete recommendations which will fast track progress towards achievement of the MDGs. 

This paper seeks to project the views and approach of the Symposium of the Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), in the light of the Social Doctrine and Teachings on development and calls for a fairer economic order that put the poor at the centre of its interactions and respect their rights at all times. 

The presentation will thus be structured as follows:- 

1.0. SECAM: WHO ARE WE? 

2.0. PURPOSE FOR  ADVOCATING FOR MDGs 
3.0. AFRICA’S PROGRESS ON MDGs 
4.0. THE RATIONAL FOR SECAM’S VISIT TO EU COUNTRIES
5.0. SECAM’s REFLECTION ON THE EU TWELVE POINTS ACTION PLAN 
6.0. SECAM’s MESSAGE
7.0. RECOMMENDATIONS 
1.0  SECAM: WHO ARE WE? 

1.1. SECAM IDENTITY AND PROFILE

SECAM is an acronym that stands for the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar. It is a Continental body of the Catholic Bishops from 54 countries in Africa which is composed of 37 National Episcopal Conferences and 9 Regional Episcopal Conferences. Its aim is to speak with one voice and to bring to the fore the African vision to the Church in Africa and to the whole world. 

1.2.
SECAM MISSION AND VISION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

The mission of SECAM is “to promote its role as a sign and instrument of salvation and to build the Church as a Family of God in Africa”, by preserving and fostering communion, collaboration and joint action among all the Episcopal Conferences of Africa and the Islands. 

SECAM’s vision for development is rooted in the Catholic Social Teaching (CST) of the Church, which is based on the principles of human dignity, solidarity, subsidiarity and the common good.  

2.0 THE PURPOSE FOR  ADVOCATING FOR MDGs 

In line with this Social Doctrine, Pope Paul VI, in his Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio published in 1967, called for a development which focuses on the full dimension of the human person that must include not just the material growth but also spiritual growth. Pope Benedict XVI, following Paul VI’s vision of development in the Encyclical Caritas in Veritate, published in 2009, called for true charity towards rescuing peoples from hunger, deprivation, endemic diseases and illiteracy. He calls for economic, social and political empowerment that will result in real growth, genuinely sustainable and of benefit to the people. 

SECAM views the MDGs as one of the opportunities to restore to the poor their human dignity and to correct the grave injustices done them. 

2.1. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE UN SUMMIT FOR THE MDG REVIEW ON DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICA

SECAM considers the important role of MDGs as (i) representing a means for holding to account those responsible for providing key social sector services and sustainability of the environment (ii) helping to define the role of stakeholders in development (iii) providing a focus for development efforts and representing a lens through which governments plan and budget for poverty reduction can be achieved. And as such constituted a space where strategies and global efforts are assessed
. 

SECAM has noted that hunger, poverty, pandemic diseases and natural disasters have tarnished the dignity of the world’s population. The call for global consciousness and solidarity to make a radical change in the management of humanity’s common goods to ensure provision of basics needs for all is not only gratifying but commendable. It is a commitment to the common cause of building a world without poverty.         

SECAM welcomes the idea of the world leaders gathering in New York from 20 to 22 September 2010 for the UN MDG Review, High Level Plenary Meeting (HLPM), which aims at ensuring a comprehensive review of successes and gaps, and agreeing on concrete actions to speed up progress. 

2.2. SECAM EFFORTS TO PROMOTE JUSTICE, PEACE, DEVELOPMENT AND GOOD GOVERNANCE 

Records have shown that the Catholic Church in Africa has contributed significantly to the provision of schools, hospitals, clinics and health centres mostly in rural areas where governments in Africa are unable to reach. 

The Church’s preferential option for the poor has spurred the Bishops of SECAM to provide centers for the Aged, Orphanages, Centres for people living with HIV/AIDS, supporting leprosaria, and other social amenities and interventions. This is the hallmark of all the Episcopal Conferences in Africa”

SECAM has also acted on many fronts, in policy debates at international fora to make the case for global economic justice and a new international economic order that would bring in equity to benefit the poor and the most vulnerable in society who have been structurally excluded.

These imperatives have motivated the African Catholic Bishops to address the world with one voice regarding their observations and concerns about the MDGs and make recommendations that can serve as inputs into the HLPM in New York 

3.0. AFRICA’S PROGRESS ON MDGs 

SECAM shares the AU views regarding MDG achievements. Also based on its own analysis on the ground SECAM has deduced from AU’s report that progress in the key areas of poverty reduction, employment and most of the health-related goals remain disappointing despite notable progress in such areas not primary enrolment, childhood immunisation, stemming the spread of HIV/AIDS and TB, gender parity, including representation of women in decision making. 

MDG 1: Poverty and hunger should be reduced by half by 2015 

1. Africa as a region has not shared in the global success in reducing poverty even though average incomes in the region have risen. The region as a whole will not meet the target of poverty reduction by the target date.  
2. The number of Africans living below the poverty line is likely to increase by the target date and if this trend persists, a third of the world’s poor will live in Africa by 2015 (AU Assessing Progress Report 2010
). 
Sub Goal: Youth Unemployment 

3. Employment-to-population ratio, a measure of dependency, stagnated between 1991 and 2007 in all sub-regions of the continent. The ratio declined in 28 out of the 50 countries. 

Sub Goal: Hunger 

4. Unprecedented in the world history, more than one billion people in the world today, representing one-sixth of all humanity, are undernourished (less than three square meals a day) while other people are living in total hunger. 
5. The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) estimated that between 2005 and 2009, the number of chronically hungry people increased dramatically from 850 million to a little over one billion. 
6. From the AU report in 2010, hunger continues to persist in many African countries. The recent global food crisis and economic crisis have contributed to render the achievement of this target unrealizable for many African countries (UN MDG Report 2009).
MDG 2: Universal primary education for all should be ensured 2015

7. Quantitatively progress has been made but the quality and relevance is not enabling the youth to acquire relevant skills to be meaningfully engaged in the world of work. 

MDG 3: Gender disparity should be eliminated

8. Women still suffer humiliation of all kinds, such as trafficking, prostitution, drug transportation and exploitative wages in employment simply as a result of poor legislative and protection frameworks despite the growing presence of African women in positions of leadership in public life.

MDG 4: Maternal and child mortality should be reduced by respectively two thirds and three quarters by 2015.

Child Mortality 

9. Progress in reducing under age-five mortality seem to be on track but the rate of progress is insufficient to reach the MDG target by 2015. 34 countries with under-five mortality rates exceeding 100 per 1000 live births in 2008 were all found in Sub-Sahara Africa
!

Maternal Mortality

10. Africa continues to have the World’s highest maternal mortality rates, with an estimated 48 per cent of recorded maternal deaths. 

11. The repercussion of maternal mortality is felt far beyond the death of one person. It can mean a shortened life for the newborn, as well as a decline in living standard for the existing children as well as other dependents of the deceased woman. 

MDG 5: The spread of HIV/AIDS and incidence of malaria and other major diseases should be halted

12. The number of people living with HIV remains high in part due to the paradox of success: increased access to treatment is reducing HIV/AIDS mortality and increasing the number of people living with AIDS. Malaria still remains the top killer disease in Africa.
MDG 7: Environmental Sustainability 

In Africa, forest loss in 2000-2005 was 4.1%, although this was an improvement on 1990-2000 loss of 4.4%.  
Physical water scarcity-characterised by severe environmental degradation, declining groundwater, and water allocation is increasing. Many countries are experiencing water stress which is likely to be exacerbated by climate change.
The proportion of the population using unsafe drinking water source has increased from 54% to 64%. 

MDG 8: Global Partnerships

International co-operation and global partnership is critical for achieving the MDGs. Development assistance to Africa rose in 2008 in spite of global financial and economic crisis. It is now far below the 0.7% commitment by Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries.
Debt service as a percentage of exports of goods and services fell from seven per cent in 2007 to 4.7% in 2008. This constitutes a significant reduction of debt service as a proportion of exports in Africa from 2000 to date.

The HIPC initiative continues to make an impact on reduction of the debt burden on countries that qualify for debt relief. Central African Republic has now reached post completion point and therefore, qualifies for irrevocable debt relief.

Debt however, continues to be a constraint on the efforts of African countries to achieve the MDG because of the insufficiency of the debt relief granted.

4.0. THE RATIONAL FOR SECAM’S VISIT TO EU COUNTRIES

SECAM has observed that promoting development has become part and parcel of Europe’s response to today’s global challenges. 2010 as the European year against poverty and Social Exclusion is a year of opportunity for EU, at all levels, and its partners to make a revitalised and concerted effort to achieve the MDGs. 

In collaboration with our northern partners from CIDSE and Caritas Europe, SECAM is undertaking this advocacy tour in Europe and particularly in Switzerland, Italy, Germany, France, Austria, and Belgium to promote a dialogue on key issues towards the review of the MDGs. 

5.0. SECAM’s REFLECTION ON THE EU TWELVE POINTS ACTION 

PLAN 
SECAM has reflected on EU twelve points Action Plan which are intended to constitute EU contribution to the UN action-oriented outcomes on MDGs from 2010 to 2015. 

SECAM want to underscore the measures spelt out in the Action Plan and affirm that they will generally promote the MDGs. It however seek to take advantage of this unique opportunity that the MDG review process offers to express some concerns on the measures proposed in the action plan, and suggest ways to address the abysmal performance of Africa on some of the key MDG Goals.   

5.1      SECAM’s OBSERVATIONS AND CONCERNS

On Poverty 

MDGs Goal 1 which has a focus on poverty, hunger and unemployment has not strongly reflected in EU 12 point action plan. The most off-track MDGs has not considered poverty reduction. New updates from the World Bank suggest that the crisis will leave an additional 50 million people in extreme poverty in 2009 and some 64 million by the end of 2010.

We, SECAM Bishops continue to be concerned with the slow rate at which poverty is being addressed. The EU twelve points action plan should place greater emphasis on graduating the poor from external reliance to self sustaining independence. 

On Employment 

The economic crises in developed countries have negatively affected unemployment in Africa. The exploitation of natural resources in Africa has not benefited the people of Africa in terms of employment generation. 
Bishops are aware that Africa is particularly rich in human and natural resources, yet many of our people are still left to wallow in poverty and misery, wars and conflicts, crisis and chaos. 

On Hunger

ODA to agriculture and rural development has decreased from around 20% in the 1980s to around 4% in 2006. In addition, the lack of investment in the sector by developing country governments (public financing and investments in infrastructure, technological and agricultural machineries etc.), has accounted for a massive decrease in productive capacity and local markets in developing countries. This left communities vulnerable when import prices escalated in 2007-2008. Trade policies have also been one of the main structural factors behind the food crisis. 

The Church in Africa is concerned about the lack of capacities and relevant skills for African youth to engage in value addition to some of our African Mineral Resource which are extracted by the Multinational companies.
This situation has been aggravated by the fact that an estimated 22 to 50 million hectares of land in Africa have been transferred to investors over the period 2005-2009. These lands are lost to large scale foreign investment in land renting or acquisitions to the total dismay and disadvantage of rural communities –indigenous people, herders, and small scale farmers who are sometimes violently forced out of these lands.     

On Education 

Quality and relevance of education is important in promoting MDGs but EU has placed priority only on the quality more than the skills needs of the people of Africa. Bishops are concerned about less emphasis on competencies that can be obtained through Vocational and Technical Education and training in the second cycle of the education ladder.  

Partnership 

We applaud the passage of a Law to end secrecy in oil, gas, and mining industry by the United States Congress. Disclosures of payments from companies to governments will go a long way fighting corruption globally that will significantly contribute to meaningful development and achieving the MDGs.
6.0. SECAM’s MESSAGE

Inspired by the Catholic Social Teaching (CST) of Church, which is based on the principles of human dignity, solidarity, subsidiarity and the common good, and further developed by Pope Paul VI in his Encyclical Letter Populorum Progressio (1967) in which he called for a people-centered approach to development i.e. a development that focuses on the full dimension of the human person. Espousing Paul VI’s vision of development in his Encyclical Caritas in Veritate (2009), Pope Benedict XVI emphasized true charity towards rescuing peoples from hunger, deprivation, endemic diseases and illiteracy. 

We the Bishops of SECAM call for a new approach in implementing the MDGs that is not limited in time and space but which focuses on a progressive transition to the integral development of Africa based on the principles of morals and ethics, Economic growth, Subsidiarity, common Good and Benefits accruing from resources. 

“Africa must be actively involved as an important stakeholder in decision-making processes on international trade and socio-economic issues which affect her; the above-mentioned efforts be inspired and governed by the promotion of integral human development and authentic human values”.

7.0. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Taking into consideration all our concerns for the achievement of the MDGs SECAM recommends the international community in general and the Governments in particular to:

· Promote community based projects that will enhance people’s entrepreneurial capacities, ad ensure endogenous production while making them real agents of sustainable change across the continent. AU and other members of the international community are called upon to back this new initiative and orientation.

· Ensure a Win-win approach to replace the current one sided agreement that is beneficial only to the owners of capital as well as promote investments in value addition to Africa’s natural resources extracted for poverty reduction.

· Build and promote a sustainable global partnership which should not be seen as a situation of aid to the poor, but rather as a moral responsibility and duty to humanity. The spirit of global partnership for development must be guided by: Mutual accountability, Subsidiarity, Transparency. 
· Consider the UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-Moon’s exhortation to “Keep the Promise” through accelerated actions to deliver on the commitments of global partnership (Goal 8).
· Promote the building of inclusive and broad-based public-private partnership for Good Governance and Policy Environment.

· Promote Networks with legal and funding regimes to guarantee increased social participation and social justice. 

· Promote “an economy in service of the poor, and strongly denounce an unjust economic. 
· Promote morals and ethics values that guide their actions and the governments must be utterly conscious of the fact that they are the guardians of resources that must be used to the benefit of future generations.   
· To promote the cancellation of Africa’s debts in order to fast track MDGs.

· Promote community health-care delivery systems for expectant mothers and women at childbirth.
· Increase public spending on health facilities; make available affordable drugs, investing more in the training of health workers to increase access to skilled-care attendance at delivery to fight against HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases.
· Increase investment in technical and vocational education and training sub-sector of education to absorb more than 60% of the youth who are unable to pursue further academic courses in order to acquire the skills for self-employment. SECAM believes that this will reduce the migration of the youth to Europe.  
CONCLUSION

We want to conclude with the proposition 24 of the Synod Fathers:

“The common good should find legal expression in the Constitution and requires the exercise of good governance. Its practice also needs to respect the principles of democracy: equality among persons, the sovereignty of peoples and respect for the rule of law. Otherwise, democracy loses its vitality and dies.

The Church in Africa therefore invites partners to join in building the capacity of Africans to analyze their own potentials, articulate their interests in the global world and re-position herself as an autonomous entity ready to negotiate with various partners from various continents. 

SECAM and its structures will continue to advocate for accelerated action on outcome of the Accra Agenda on Aid Effectiveness for action namely; (i) country ownership of development policies and programmes through greater participation (engaging with parliaments and citizens in shaping these policies), investing in human resources and institutional reforms that makes them responsive and efficient in service delivery etc., (ii) building more effective and inclusive partnerships, and (iii) achieving development results –guided by the principles of accountability.

While we applaud the Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative, we will continue to encourage and support all changes in international relations that enhance and reinforce our governments’ longer-term capacity to provide services to their citizens. SECAM will continue to use advocacy to ensure that National Governments are accountable for using revenues to address essential services like healthcare, education, and job creation. 
� Cfr. BMJ, Vol. 329, Can the Millennium Development Goals be attained? (Andy Haines, Andrew Cassels), published on 14 August 2004, and accessed on 18 Sept. 2006 and 23 July 2010 from �HYPERLINK "http://www.bmj.com"�www.bmj.com�


� His Eminence Polycarp Cardinal Pengo in  Message of  the President of SECAM to H.E. Prof. John Evans Atta-Mills, President of the Republic of Ghana during  the 15th Plenary Assembly and 40th Anniversary Celebrations of SECAM,  July 30, 2010
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