PEOPLE’S MANIFESTO
Adivasis and Dalits of Kandhamal speak out!

The general elections are here yet again. Political parties across the spectrum are gearing up to woo the voters with populist promises. But, for the citizens of Orissa this is not, yet another routine election. The unprecedented carnage played out in Kandhamal, spreading to many districts like Gajapati, Rayagada, Boudh, Bargarh, Bolangir, Koraput and Jajpur in Orissa, raise many questions among all right thinking people. It is mind boggling to note that the state has not still contained the violence and it continues unabated.
With Kandhamal carnage as the backdrop, a blot on the secular democratic ethos of our country, it is time for those of us committed to build a secular democratic India to ensure that the issues and the demands of the Adivasis, Dalits and other marginalized people are brought to the forefront before the electorate and political parties. While we acknowledge that the issues of Kandhamal are closely related to the issues of Orissa and India at large, this manifesto amplifies primarily the voices of the Adivasis, Dalits and the marginalized communities of Kandhamal.
It is an accepted fact that Orissa is one of the least developed states in India and Kandhamal is the icon of poverty and underdevelopment. A bird’s eye view of Kandhamal district will unquestionably demonstrate that it is a forgotten district and the people of Kandhamal do not matter in the state and in the national development paradigm. Kandhamal has got the unique feature where nearly 80% of the people are Adivasis and Dalits. Is it the reason for underdevelopment? 
Kandhamal has gone through many conflicts in the past. Number of studies have been carried out to understand these conflicts. Many of them point out that underdevelopment, lack of access to land and resources low level of literacy coupled with apathy of the state as main reasons for the conflict. Lack of development, collapse of governance, breakdown of law and order and anti-poor policies and laws of the state and central governments, resulted in the increase in structural injustices and subsequently multiplied the conflicts. The vulnerability and illiteracy of the local people had been exploited by the influx of the traders and upper caste people. They have tremendously changed local culture and traditions. Today, to a large extent the social, economic and political life of the district is determined by the traders and upper caste people. Subsequently these pimps became masters of land, natural resources, forest produce and employment opportunities. As the livelihood opportunities were shrinking day by day every community out of frustration looked for ways and means for survival. This decline in economic democracy consequently weakened the political democracy. It is an undisputed fact that both the state and the political parties have failed the people of Kandhamal.

In the last 15 months, the people of Kandhamal were forced to live under the pain and suffering of two major communal riots. It is excruciating to note that even after seven months, on the day of announcement of the general elections there were about 3200 people living in six camps in an appalling condition. Another 18,000 people are still living in Bhubaneswar, Cuttack and Berhampur who cannot return to their native villages, since Kndhamal is still charged with communal venom. These well orchestrated violences unfold a very different story. Though these conflicts are projected as Hindus vs Christians or between the Adivasis vs Dalits, the fact of the matter is that Gujarat experiment was replicated in a most gruesome manner in Kandhamal. The present violence is the direct outcome of a systematic hate campaign by the Sangh Parivar outfits to divide the people on religious line projecting the Christians as ‘outsiders’. The ideology of ‘one Nation, one People and one Culture’, trying to re-establish manuvada in this country, has been very much operative in Kandhamal for some years. Projecting themselves as social and cultural welfare organizations of the Hindus, the Sangh Parivar outfits managed to convince the non-Christians to come under hindutva umbrella to eliminate the Christians from Kandhamal. It is evidently clear that the present violence amply proves that this bloodbath is nothing but the handiwork of the communal and fascist forces who would like to establish religio-cultural hegemony promoting ‘unity in uniformity’ at the cost of ‘unity in diversity’, the long cherished ethos of our nation. A clear hegemony by brahmin - trader nexus, as it is witnessed in different parts of India, is emerging in Kandhamal, an unholy alliance that would like to wipe out both the Adivasis and the Dalits from Kandhamal. Their only aim is to reestablish the tyranny of caste hierarchy on the basis of manuvada, which is essentially anti-adivasi, anti-dalit, anti-women, and anti-human.

Religion was a weapon. Conversion was a scapegoat. The perpetrators of this violence are not Hindus but those who adhere to hindutva. Adivasis and Dalits are indigenous people. The Adivasis are nature worshipers. They are made to believe that they are part of Hinduism. The Dalits are very much the people of the soil. They embraced Christianity as a revolt against unjust caste structures which dehumanized them for centuries. Just because some Dalits embraced Christianity which is their fundamental right, today they are alienated from their birth place and are labeled as outsiders. At one stroke, through the recent communal insurrections, the Hindutva forces have managed to demonise and victimize the Dalits, and criminalize the Adivasis. What is happening in Kandhamal is a war between a fascist ideology, which takes pleasure in the annihilation of the other and secularism, democracy and multi-culturalism, the enshrined values of our Constitution. 

The anger among the Adivasis, Dalits, marginalized communities, secular-democratic and human rights organizations in Kandhamal and Orissa is palpable. They are not only against the fascist forces, but are equally irritated by every other political party. None of them challenged the communal forces. They never bothered to reach out to the people of Kandhamal to challenge the injustice or initiate peace process and reconciliation in the aftermath of the violence. Some who came to the hills only added fuel to the fire.
The poor Adivasis, Dalits and others across religions feel that they need to come together to counter the hegemony of hindutva, traders and narrow minded political parties. More and more both the communities are realizing that fascism will wipe out both Adivasis and Dalits.
As concerned citizens of India we reinforce our faith in the Constitutional values, namely, to build India into a sovereign, social, secular, democratic, republic, assuring to all citizens of India equality, liberty, fraternity, and justice. All organizations who have endorsed this manifesto, along with the secular democratic groups, women’s movements, Adivasi and Dalit organizations, civil society groups realize the need to engage in expanding democratic space to protect and promote the dignity and humanity of the Dalits, Adivasis and other marginalized communities in Kandhamal. 

We affirm our faith in the parliamentary democracy, which holds every citizen of Orissa - especially the elected representatives and the administration - responsible and accountable for the Kandhamal scenario. The people’s manifesto is an attempt to articulate the demands of the people of Kandhamal. We appeal to every political party and every candidate to assure that the demands enumerated here below would be addressed and fulfilled. These demands are not exhaustive but only indicate the basic requirements to live as dignified citizens in Kandhamal, Orissa.
WE DEMAND:
1. Protect life, security and property
It is a distressing state of affairs that even after seven months after the violence broke out in Aug 2008, the state is not able to protect the life and provide security to the people in Kandhamal. In the last seven months according to various reports, over 45 people had died during the peak time of communal violence and about 30 later due to fear, trauma and lack of access to health care. Most of them were Adivasis and Dalits. Of late, a new strategy is being adapted by the fascist forces, namely, to identify and eliminate individuals, who are potential leaders of the local community. Over 5000 houses have been fully and partially damaged. The properties were either looted or damaged or totally burnt. 
There is fear all over the district. The state has provided security only along the main road and in towns. The village people live under threat to life and property. Art 21 of the Indian Constitution (IC) is the life line of every citizen of India which says, “No one shall be deprived of life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law”. Art 3 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) says, “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person”. The same is explicitly mentioned in Art 9 of International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.
Demands:

· Ensure right to life and personal liberty of all in Kandhamal. Arrest the perpetrators and put them behind the bars.
· Guarantee life with dignity, freedom from fear of violence, and peaceful coexistence, particularly in villages.

· Stop the public prosecutors and state overtly and covertly supporting the perpetrators. Conduct impartial investigation and punish the guilty. Do not arrest the innocent Adivasis and Dalits. 

· Initiate legal action against those who violate fundamental and Constitutional rights of citizens.
· Guarantee freedom of movement. Assure safety, security and protection to all.
2. Guarantee Social Justice

Although cases against several thousands of persons have been lodged, it appears that very few cases are being followed up by the police. Due to lack of protection for the witnesses and victims, people are loosing hope in the justice delivery system. In number of incidents the police had been either inactive or fait accompli. In many cases, in the presence of police crimes have been committed. Though the state has announced fast track courts they are still to be implemented. Justice delayed is justice denied. The state had also not followed the guidelines on Communal Harmony by the Government of India on security issues. Social justice demands justice to the last and the least. Art 40 of Indian Constitution says, “The State shall promote with special care the educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of the people, and in particular, of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation.”

Demands:

· Place before the Assembly and in public a white paper containing information regarding damages, complaints, FIRs, charge sheets, arrests, bails and list of persons who have left the district after the violence.

· Take strong measures against those who exploit the Adivasis, Dalits. Stop money lending business.

· Take measures to protect the victims and the witnesses.

· Activate fast track courts and deliver justice quick, just and fair, not only for issues related to land and caste certificates but to ensure justice to the victims of violence.

· Punish those officials who have failed in their responsibilities as implicated in the FIRs by the affected people. Initiate departmental inquires as well on those officials.
· File charges immediately and strictly monitor the progress of the cases.

· Stop the ongoing violence against individuals and community leaders.
· To ensure speedy and fair trial handover the cases related to the murder of Swami Laxmananda Saraswati and the rape case of Sr. Meena to CBI without delay.

· Provide free legal aid to poor who have no means to approach the court, as per Art 39 A of Indian constitution.
· Effectively implement Protection of Civil Rights Act 1955 and SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 against those caste people who deny access to public places and disturb peace and harmony among the Adivasis and Dalits.

· End all social boycotting and denial of access to public places like shops, PDS centres for the affected people by close monitoring.

· Protect the identity, culture, religion and tradition of all indigenous peoples.

· Make public and implement Ranganath Misra Commission report and ensure equal rights for Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims by repealing para 3 of 1950 Presidential Order.

· Enact comprehensive National Adivasi Policy and National Dalit Policy to ensure the identity, culture and human rights of these marginalized communities.
· Conduct resurvey of APL and BPL card holders and set right the anomalies.
· Housing is a human right. Provide housing to all BPL card holders.
3. Strengthen Self Governance and people’s participation in decision making

The Adivasis and Dalits of Kandhamal are not mere vote banks. At present the Gram Sabhas are functioning as extension of the block offices. The opinions of the people are not considered in the decision making process of the Gram Sabhas. The present law relating to Self-governance does not ensure people’s participation in decision making since each Gram Sabha has 2000 to 8000 members. Art 243 G of the Constitution which clearly mandates the legislature of the states to endow panchayats with powers is not implemented. Self governance is a constitutional right as per PESA in the Fifth Schedule areas. This is not functional in Kandhamal and the district administration is deciding all things as per their whims and fancies.
Demand:

· Refine the concept of Gram Sabha in Orissa by forming Gram Sabha units as per traditional customary practices in small units and make it functional in line with letter and spirit of PESA in the Fifth Schedule areas.
· Ensure people’s participation and people’s right to development through Gram Sabha.
· Ensure people’s governance as mentioned in PESA and rigorously implement ‘The Orissa Scheduled Areas Transfer of Immovable Property (By Scheduled Tribes) Regulation, 1956’
· Identify traditional cultural practices of the Adivasis and strengthen them.

· Activate Tribal Advisory Councils and strengthen the role of Governor in the Fifth Schedule areas as mandated in PESA.

4. Advance and strengthen Gender justice:

The worst sufferers in the violence are the women. Human rights violations against women like rape, murder, physical attack, harassment etc have not been taken serious note of by the state. The status of women with regard to education, access to health care, employment, participation of women in governance structures etc is distressing. There had been no serious attempt or a comprehensive plan by the state to empower the women of Kandhamal. Article 14 of the IC ensures equality before law for all. It also says that the State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of India. Art 15 prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

Demands:

· Take immediate steps to accord minimum 50% reservation to women in the PRIs. Ensure proportionate representation of Dalits and tribals. 

· Enforce equal wages for equal work for both women and men. 

· Ensure stringent and prompt action against those involved in the sexual harassment during communal violence.
· Deal with sexual harassment cases of women sensitively and sympathetically, respecting the feelings and privacy of women, by a special court.

· Take urgent measures to prevent the large-scale trafficking of women and children.

· Evolve comprehensive development schemes for the social and economic advancement of the women.
· Ensure land rights and title in the name of women.
· Provide equal opportunity for women of Kandhamal in matters relating to employment, appointment to any work under NREGS. 
5. Promote access to quality and affordable education

Art 45 of the Constitution guarantees free and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years. Article 46 directs the state to promote educational and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other weaker sections. Kandhamal has a low literacy level and poor infrastructural facilities as well. The rate of school dropouts is high in Kandhamal. Girl student enrollment in this area is pretty low. Literacy among women is only 36.19 % in Kandhamal which is much lower than state average 50.97 %. In villages, the absenteeism of teachers is very common. 

Since the Kandhamal violence, the school education system has been greatly disrupted. Moreover, most of the children are unable to properly prepare and appear for the annual and board exams this year for reasons such as loss of books, absence in classes, socio-psychological tensions. The future of the children is very much at stake. If proper care of the children is not taken by the state there is an imminent danger of many children succumbing to child labour.
Demands:

· Special arrangement should be made to ensure universal primary education in Kandhamal and promote higher education among Adivasis and Dalits.

· Provide nutritious midday meals to all the students.

· Provide separate residential schools for boys and girls and ensure teachers presence in the residential schools.

· Ensure residential schools for dalits.

· Mother tongue should be the medium of instruction at primary classes and the level of interaction in between villagers and officials as per Art 350 A.

· Improve school infrastructure, particularly in the villages.

· Ensure the regular attendance of teachers in schools.

· Adequate compensatory measures should be taken up in case of children whose education is affected due to violence.
· Conduct special board exams at a later time, for those who could not appear for the board exam due to violence.

· Organise special complementary and supplementary classes to school going and college students who lost nearly one year of their academic career due to violence.

· As per Article 29, in a systematic manner promote minorities’ right to conserve their language, script or culture.

6. Promote quality health for all:

Most of the people residing in villages are not able to access medical services due to lack of awareness, distance, affordability, poor coverage of infrastructure. Hence they are isolated from modern health services. Malaria is the most killer disease in Kandhamal remains less-attended or unattended. The IMR in Kandhamal is the highest in the country. The victims of violence were not given proper health care facilities. Many people suffering under traumatic conditions have not been provided with socio-psychological treatment. The expanded meaning of Art 21 as expounded in State of Punjab and Others v. Mohinder Singh right to health is integral to right to life. Government has a constitutional obligation to provide health facilities.

Demands:

· Ensure pre-natal, post-natal care, safe delivery assistance, immunization, provision of balanced diet to children and mother and growth monitoring.
· Strengthen the mission of NRHM by relating health to determinants of good health viz. segments of nutrition, sanitation, hygiene and safe drinking water. Ensure community participation in NRHM.
· Promote food security and stop hunger-related diseases and starvation deaths.

· Make health services affordable and accessible for all by increasing the number of PHC which is only 6 in the district now.

· Provide psycho-social treatment to the victims of violence 

· Take serious measures to control and eradicate malaria, diarrhoea, polio, scabies and other communicable diseases.

· Extend quality health services to the villages.

· Revitalize the largely non-functioning Primary Health Centres. Establish good hospitals in the rural areas to provide health care at affordable cost. 

· Give priority to promote indigenous and alternative health care system and provide financial and institutional support for research in this area.  

· As most of our diseases are water-borne, ensure safe drinking water to all.

7. Guarantee employment and expand livelihood opportunities:

It is ironical to note that the poverty ratio has only increased in Kandhamal in the last two decades, while many other districts in the state have progressively reduced poverty ratio. In Kandhamal it was 74.57 in 1983 and in 1993 it was 75.59 and as on 2000 it was 75.42. In the name of forest land, most of the common lands and common property resources are under the control of the government. The district does not have any industry. In the absence of land and small scale industries, the employment opportunity for the people is very low. Adivasis and Dalits solely depend on forest and forest produce to eke out their living, which is also controlled to a large extent by the middle men and traders. Bureaucratization, corruption and middlemen involvement in NREGS does not ensure proper implementation of the scheme. Moreover in many cases wages are not properly paid. Lack of employment opportunities have forced many people to migrate from the district. It is shocking to note that over 78% the families in Kandhamal belong to BPL group.

Demands:

· Provide employment for all the Adivasis and the Dalits in Kandhamal.
· Effectively implement minimum of 100 days work under NREGS and expand the scheme to cover a minimum of 200 days.

· Make special arrangement under NREGS for the victims of violence.

· Initiate community based small scale industries to promote marketing of Non-timber Forest Products (NTFP). Effectively implement Orissa Grama Panchayat (Minor Forest Produce Administration) Rules, 2002.
· Make the PDS a transparent and well-functioning system to provide food security and include millets, pulses and edible oil in PDS.

· Increase and ensure minimum support price for agricultural produce to the farmers and promote agri-produce cooperatives for better marketing of the produce.

· Actively support and expand organic farming; ban with immediate effect the Genetically Modified (GM) seeds.
· Promote employment oriented education and vocational training to capacitate the youth employable. 
8. Enact legislation to ensure land rights of Adivasis and Dalits

Land is the only source of livelihood in Kandhamal. Alienation of land from adivasis and dalits will wipe out both the communities from the district. Already due to alienation from land resources many people have left the district and the state. The traders and government employees have acquired more and more cultivable lands of Adivasis and Dalits. The owners of the land have become servants and the outsiders pay pittance to the agricultural workers.

There is no proper record or data available on the occupation of outsiders residing in this area. Status of land allotment to the landless is not available. Land ceiling is also not operational in Kandhamal. 

Demands:

· Implement rigorously ‘The Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006.

· Ensure homestead land and a minimum of 10 acres of cultivable land to all the families of Adivasis and Dalits.

· Provide land for the victims of the violence and religious places affected by the violence.

· Make special privileges for dalits who are living in the Fifth Scheduled areas.

· Bring out a white paper on ownership and control over land, including lands in the hands of the government.

· Maintain relevant data on occupation of lands by the outsiders.

· Maintain the land records and status of the allotted.

· Implement Land Ceiling Act in Kandhamal and ensure redistribution of government revenue lands to the Dalits.

· Enact a comprehensive development package for Kandhamal which will promote sustainable and environmental friendly development.
· Implement Sec 22 of ‘The Orissa Land Reforms Act, 1960’ which provides for Restriction on alienation of land by Scheduled Tribes or Scheduled Castes.
9. Ensure just and proper Relief and Rehabilitation of the victims of violence

Social justice demands that the state, the custodian of the citizens, ensures the basic human rights of the victims. The state has miserably failed to address the relief and rehabilitation of the victims. Even after seven months, not a single victim is provided with reasonable relief or properly rehabilitated in Kandhamal. The criteria and mechanism of damage assessment and the capacity of those who have done the damage assessment is questionable. Most of the officers who have done the assessment could not make an objective study as they themselves indirectly supported the hate ideology. 
After the violence many have left their homes and properties and have not returned to the villages. This is a matter of great concern. No attempt has been made to find out the whereabouts of these persons and no efforts have been made to bring them back to the villages. To project that peace prevails, the state is all out to send the people back to the villages where there is no protection for life and security. The state has not initiated real resettlement process. In the context of the general elections all of them will be deprived of their fundamental right to vote. Many people have lost their voters id, BPL and Antyodaya card, land records, school certificate and other valuable documents. 

Demands 

· Enact relevant law for relief and rehabilitation of people affected by communal violence.

· Initiate fresh reassessment with the participation of the affected people using proper criteria and mechanism by competent, independent and professional agency.

· Make proper assessment of damaged public institutions like orphanages, schools, NGO centres, home for the aged, dispensaries, leprosy homes and religious institutions like the Churches, residence of priests and sisters and provide maximum compensation.
· Make public the assessment survey

· Make necessary arrangement to provide complimentary and supplementary education programme to those children who lost their academic year.

· Waive the academic fee for all children in the coming academic year in government and private institutions.

· Make a comprehensive study of all the missing persons and bring them back to the villages and resettle them. 

· Resettle and rehabilitate all the victims in their original places and in case if the families decide not to go back, provide alternative homestead land and cultivable agricultural lands to such families.

· Ensure proper housing for all the victims of violence immediately so that before the rains people will have proper protection.
· Ensure minimum human rights standards, transparency and accountability in all relief and rehabilitation measures.

· Implement the recommendations as presented by National Human Rights Commission, National Minorities Commission, National Scheduled Castes Commission and National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, after visiting the violence torn Kandhamal district.

10. Maintain Human rights standards in the camps
On the day of announcement of elections there had been 6 official camps and three unofficial camps. The minimum human rights standards are not maintained in any of the camps. The camps look like concentration camps. They are cramped, unhygienic and jail-like. It is ridiculous to keep 8 to 12 families in one tent without any consideration for women. The worst affected in the camps are women and children. There is no privacy for women even for basic needs like changing dress, bath, toilet etc. The cooking place is so filthy that it has produced enormous health hazards. The toilets are non-functional and without water facility. There was no separate place for bathing of women. Even those who wanted to go out for toilet and bathing have restricted timings. The nutritional status, especially of the children and pregnant women and health conditions has deteriorated. The needs of the children and youth are not taken care of.
· Ensure minimum human rights standards in all the camps.

· Provide family tents and ensure privacy of women.

· Guarantee healthy and conducive living conditions in rehabilitation camps.

· Provide safe drinking water and proper sanitation facilities with separate place for bathing of women.

· Ensure freedom of movement of the people in the camps.
· Assess the food standard and provide nutritious food to the children and women in the camps.
· Arrange for special polling booths in the camps and in sensitive places with adequate security so that all affected people can exercised their democratic right of voting.

· For those who are still outside the district ensure postal voting.

11. Ensure Justice, Peace and harmony
Right to live in justice, peace and harmony is a constitutional right. In many places the peace committees are not taken seriously and in some cases they do not function. With the announcement of elections, the peace process is stalled by the district administration itself. The district administration is well aware of individuals and organizations who openly disturb and stall the peace process and the state has no political will to arrest them. The present government as well as every other political party would like to be in the good books of every voter, including the culprits. Consequently no political party is interested in the peace process. This has given big leverage to the communal culprits and they are openly threatening the people and block the villagers from getting back to their villages. The communal overtones so much dominate the Kandhamal air today that it is very difficult on the part of an average member of minority community to discuss his woes and sufferings in public even in headquarters town of Phulbani.
The communal forces continue to organize private and secret meetings in Kandhamal. The leaders of the Sangh Parivar everyday engage in hate speeches, planting saffron flags in public places. The state must courageously counter such attempts.
Demands:

· Take strong actions in order to maintain peace and communal harmony.

· Enact Communal Violence (Protection) bill in the state to strictly deal with perpetrators and culprits of hate ideology.

· Take preventive and preemptive arrest of those who disturb peace and harmony.

· Maintain data of and closely monitor individuals and organizations who openly threaten peace.

· Encourage peace festivals and peace clubs but with the participation of the affected people.
· Promote peace and harmony across the multi-ethnic, multi religious, multi-cultural communities based on justice.
· Do not saffronise the youth, in the name of formation of peace clubs, antarang etc. Closely monitor the functioning of Nehru Yuva Kendra.
· Penalize the persons who are forcing the Christians to convert into Hinduism in the name of ghar vapasi.

12. Protect and promote the Rights and welfare of the minorities:

Art 25 – 29 of the Indian Constitution guarantees to all citizens Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion and freedom to manage religious affairs and Art 29 and 30 protects the cultural and educational interest of the minorities. The present violence has had a direct impact on the rights of minorities in Orissa. Number of Churches were razed to the ground offending the sensibilities and their right to freedom of faith, belief and worship. The hate campaign against the minorities is on the increase. 

Indian criminal law, 153 a & b of Indian Penal Code and election law, section 123 a & b of  Representation of People’s Act clearly and unequivocally restrict or restrain the use of such hate speech and writing and empower the executive, state and central and the police as well as the judiciary with the task of enforcing them. The secular character of our Constitution is challenged by the Sangh Parivar groups in Kandhamal and they would like to wipe out both the Adivasis and Dalits. The state instead of protecting the rights of the minorities and upholding the constitutional mandate had been overtly and covertly supporting the perpetrators. The action of the state in prohibiting the entry of human rights groups in Kandhamal is a clear example. In other words the state is nourishing communal violence. The state, hand in glove with the perpetrators continues to protect them. The minorities are not safe in Kandhamal.
Demands:
· Protect the rights of Minorities, especially their Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion.

· Invoke Section 153 a & b and 295 of the Indian Penal Code and Sec 123 a and b of the Representation of People’s Act that are meant to deal with these offences and take stringent legal action on the miscreants. 

· Provide adequate and reasonable compensation for all the damaged houses, religious and public institutions owned and managed by the minorities.

· Arrest and initiate legal proceedings against those who have been engaged in the destruction of life and properties of people belonging to other religions.

· Ensure safety, security and realization of human rights of the minorities to live without fear or terror.

13. Promote secularism by ensuring Freedom of Religion 

The freedom to practice a religion of one’s choice has been violated in Kandhamal where people have no right to practice a religion of their choice because they are Adivasis and Dalits. Tribal religion is not included in the census. Accusation that Adivasis and Dalits as being lured into changing their religion is questioning their freedom to choose their religion. As per Art 25 of IC freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion is a fundamental right of every citizen of India.

Demands:
· Rigorously implement Art 25 of the Constitution and protect freedom of religion. Repeal all laws which contradict this fundamental right.
· Consider statements such as ‘the Adivasis and Dalits can easily be lured to change their religion’ as defamatory and take serious action against those who make such insulting remarks.

· Take up with a census commission to include Tribal religions in the census.

Endorsing Organizations and individuals:
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