Peace Be With You, Peace at Crossroads

We, the Catholic Bishops of Kenya, meeting at St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary, Nairobi for the Ordinary Plenary Assembly greet all Catholics and people of goodwill in the name of the Risen Christ.

At this time, however, the joy of the Easter message is tempered by concern and indeed worry about the state of our beloved country Kenya. We wish to highlight three issues which stand out in our anxiety for our country.

(a) Political Leadership

The vast majority of our leaders show a blatant insensitivity to the needs of our people. They pursue their own selfish interest, thus nurturing greed and corruption. Goods and wealth which rightfully belong to the people are being arrogantly misappropriated. Manipulation along tribal lines is dividing rather than bringing people together. People from one area seem to have a different agenda from those of the other. Human Rights are being violated Even religion is being used in a sinister way to justify the lust for power. There is a feeling that one can get away with anything if money is available (witness the open exploitation at road blocks), extra judicial killings are taking place. The saying that “no stone will be left unturned” is the slogan for the culture of lies.

People have lost their respect for the basic institutions of the state, the provincial administration, police, the elders and indeed the family. It is a depressing situation.

We the Catholic Bishops state that the political leadership, especially His Excellency the President and the Right Honourable Prime Minister and their advisors, are capable of showing the necessary leadership to bring about a renaissance in our country. They must act together now. We say ‘in the name of God and the Risen Christ get on with it now – the alternative is too dreadful to contemplate. The lack of leadership has affected all levels of society. One can only look on in utter amazement at the farce which took place last week in Parliament. Democracy is rule for the people by the people. This seems to have been forgotten by the members of the august house. Our appeal to members of Parliament is to look after the country you were elected TO SERVE.

(b) Violence

There seem to be a breakdown of law and order. Warriors are considered heroes and groups exist whose purpose is to extort money and pay back for wrongs real or imaginary. The youth are particularly vulnerable due to high unemployment, poor formation and manipulation by unscrupulous people. The activity of upcoming militia and other groups is a pointer that life is no longer considered sacred. The Catholic Church condemns without reservation the brutal killings attributed to Mungiki which have recently taken place. The taking of oaths for activities which are intrinsically evil is utterly abhorrent to the Church. Kneejerk reactions by security forces are not enough to bring stability. Mob violence can never be justified.

There is a breakdown of ethics in our country and all of us must shoulder some blame. Families (…. Do not want children to be at home during school holidays). Schools (do not teach seriously moral principles) and the Church (which does not preach love and unity in a practical down to earth way). There is no need to re-write the Ten Commandments. They are to be understood and implemented.

(c) Hunger and Drought

In a country like Kenya there is no justification for anyone to be hungry or suffer the consequences of drought. Even when nature does not follow its usual course (which could be the case this year) arrangements can be put in place to feed all our people.

Grandiose schemes and plans must be put in abeyance. While those who have (MPs included) must make sacrifices to help those who have not. There must be good organization on the ground to move food supplies about the country and there must be price control on basic commodities – at least for the next twelve months. This should be a priority for our Parliamentarians.

Above all, the ugly heads of corruption and impunity must not be allowed to enter this basic issue of life and death. Parliament must put constitutional Reforms into place. This is not 2012. It is 2009. Talking 2012 will not solve the current problems.

Finally Easter time should be a time of joy and hope. Jesus Christ by rising from the dead has overcome death the greatest of all evil. We too, with the help of true patriotic Kenyans can pull back from the abyss. The Church has hope that our heartfelt pleas will be listened to by all people of good will.

Where there is a will there is a way. Let us have good will from our leaders and our country will again be a land of hope for all our people.

Now. Now is the time to act. “ So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were urging you through us, and in the name of Christ we appeal to you to be reconciled to God. For our sake he made the sinless one a victim for sin, so that in him we might become the uprightness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).
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