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AGENZIA DELLE PONTIFICIE OPERE MISSIONARIE





December 30, 2014
FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
THE NAMES OF PASTORAL WORKERS, BISHOPS, PRIESTS, MEN AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS AND LAY CATHOLICS, KILLED IN THE YEAR 2014
“Let us go forth with hope! The many missionary martyrs of the faith and of charity show us that there is victory only in love and in a life spent for the Lord and neighbour, starting with the poor”

(Pope Francis at the IV National Missionary Convention, 22 November, 2014)

VATICAN - PASTORAL CARE WORKERS KILLED IN 2014


Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -  According to information in our possession, during 2014, 26 pastoral care workers were killed worldwide, three more compared to 2013. For the sixth consecutive year, the place most affected, with an extremely elevated number of pastoral care workers killed is AMERICA. 

In the past decade (2004-2013), 230 pastoral workers, including 3 Bishops were killed worldwide.

The pastoral care workers who died violently in 2014 are: 17 priests, 1 religious man, 6 religious sisters, 1 seminarian, 1 lay person. In America: 14 pastoral care workers were killed (12 priests, one religious man, one seminarian); in Africa 7 pastoral care workers were killed (2 priests, 5 religious sisters); in Asia two pastoral care workers were killed (one priest, 1 religious sister); in Oceania two pastoral care workers were killed (1 priest, 1 lay person); a priest was  killed in Europe.

We cannot but mention those who were killed not by the hand of a criminal but by the Ebola virus, which is claiming thousands of victims in West Africa, where the Catholic facilities, and not just healthcare, have been mobilized since the outbreak of the epidemic. Four confreres who belonged to the Religious Family of the Hospitaller Brothers (Hospitaller Order of St. John of God) died in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and a religious sister and thirteen employees of the hospitals in Monrovia and Lunsar died after having contracted the virus. "Our Confreres gave their lives for others, just like Christ, to the point of dying infected by this epidemic" wrote Friar Jesús Etayo, Prior General. 

A similar fate befell the six Italian missionary Sisters of the Poor of Bergamo who died in Congo in 1995 after having contracted the Ebola virus in order not to leave the population without health care. In 2013 the beatification process of the six Italian missionaries was opened.

As it has been for some time, Fides’ list does not only include missionaries ad gentes in the strict sense, but all pastoral care workers who died violent deaths. We do not propose to use the term "martyrs", if not in its etymological meaning of "witnesses" since it is up to the Church to judge their possible merits and also because of the scarsity of available information in most cases, with regard to their life and even the circumstances of their death.

Once again the majority of the pastoral care workers in 2014 were killed in attempted robbery, and in some cases violently attacked, a sign of the climate of moral decline, economic and cultural poverty, which generates violence and disregard for human life. They all lived in these human and social contexts, carrying out the mission of proclaiming the Gospel message without making sensational acts, but by witnessing their faith in the humility of daily life. 

Some were killed by the same people they helped, others opened the door to those who asked for aid and were attacked, others were killed during a robbery, but the reason why many other assaults and kidnappings ended tragically remain unclear.
In 2014 the murderers of the Bishop of La Rioja (Argentina), Mgr. Enrique Angelelli were sentenced, 38 years after the assassination of the Archbishop and where it was thought that he had died because of  a car accident; also the instigators and perpetrators of the assassination of Mgr. Luigi Locati, Apostolic Vicar of Isiolo (Kenya), who was murdered in 2005, were sentenced; those responsible for the death of the Rector of the Seminary in Bangalore (India), Fr.Thomas, killed in 2013 were also arrested.

There is still much concern regarding the fate of other pastoral care workers kidnapped or have disappeared, of whom we have not had any news, such as the three Congolese Augustinian priests of the Assumption, kidnapped in North Kivu, in the Democratic Republic of Congo in October 2012, the Italian Jesuit Fr. Paolo Dall'Oglio, abducted in Syria in 2013, or Fr. Alexis Prem Kumar, who was kidnapped on June 2 in Herat, Afghanistan.

On May 24, the PIME missionary (Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions) Fr. Mario Vergara, and the lay catechist Isidore Ngei Ko Lat, killed in hatred of faith in Burma, in 1950, were beatified. "Their heroic fidelity to Christ can be encouragement and example to missionaries and especially to catechists who in mission lands carry out a valuable and irreplaceable apostolic work", said Pope Francis.

The provisional list compiled annually by Fides, must therefore be added to the long list of many of whom there may never be news, who in every corner of the world suffer and even pay with their lives for their faith in Christ. (SL) (Fides 30/12/2014)

 OVERVIEW OF CONTINENTS

AMERICA
In America 14 pastoral care workers were killed: 5 in Mexico, 3 in Venezuela, 2 in the United States, 1 in Canada, 1 in Colombia, 1 in Nicaragua, 1 in Peru.

In Mexico: Don Rolando Martinez Lara, was killed during a robbery in his parish; the seminarian Samuel Gustavo Gómez Veleta, kidnapped and killed during Holy Week; Don José Acuña Asencion Osorio, whose body was found in the river Balsas; Father John Ssenyondo, was found in a mass grave, along with other bodies; Don Gregorio Lopez Grosotieta, kidnapped and killed.

In Venezuela: Salesian Father Jesus Erasmus Plaza Salessi and religious brother Luis Edilberto Sanchez Morantes were attacked by two young thieves who entered the premises of the College; Father Reinaldo Alfonso Herrera Lures, disappeared and was found dead.

In the United States of America: Don Eric Freed was found dead in his rectory; father Kenneth Walker, was killed in an attempted robbery.
In Canada: Father Gilbert Dasna was killed by a criminal.
In Colombia: Don Andrés Duque Echeverry, was the victim of a robbery.

In Nicaragua: Don Juan Francisco Blandon Meza was killed by a mentally unbalanced.
In Peru: Don Alfonso Comina Zevallos was beaten to death and killed in his rectory.



AFRICA
In Africa 7 pastoral are workers were killed: 3 in Burundi, 2 in the Central African Republic, 1 in South Africa, 1 in Tanzania.

In Burundi: three Xaverian missionary sisters: Sister Lucia Pulici, Sister Olga Raschietti and Sister Bernadetta Bogian.

In the Central African Republic: Don Christ Forman Wilibona was killed at a checkpoint of rebels; Don Paul-Emile Nzale was killed along with other people during an attack against his parish.

In South Africa: Sister Mary Paule Tacke was kidnapped and killed by criminals.
In Tanzania: Sister Clecensia Kapuli, was killed during a robbery.



ASIA
In Asia 2 pastoral care workers were killed: in Syria and Malaysia.
In Syria: Jesuit Fr. Frans van der Lugt, seized by armed men who beat and killed him.

In Malaysia: Sister Juliana Lim died due to the consequences of a violent attack.

OCEANIA
In Oceania 2 pastoral care workers were killed: in Papua New Guinea.
In Papua New Guinea: Don Gerry Maria Inau and the secular Benedict, Extraordinary Minister of Communion, were killed for patoral reasons in a remote area of the diocese of Bereina, most likely for the consequences of tribal conflicts.


EUROPE
In Europe 1 pastoral care worker was killed.

In Italy: Don Lazzaro Longobardi was killed with a steel bar near his rectory.
(Agenzia Fides 30/12/2014)

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH 
Fides News Agency welcomes any extra 
information or correction to this year’s list or to those of previous years
The lifeless body of rev. Eric Freed, pastor in Eureka, California (USA), was found in the premises of the rectory of his parish on 1 January 2014, with considerable trauma to the head and on the whole body. The American priest, born in 1957 was ordained a priest among the Salesians of Don Bosco. He was ordained a priest in Tokyo and for some years he was a teacher and chaplain in Japan. Since 1999 he was incardinated in the Diocese of Santa Rosa, where he carried out his pastoral ministry in various parishes and in some schools. In 2011 he was appointed parish priest of San Bernardo, where he was killed. He was much loved by his students and his faithful, he is remembered as a sensitive priest, always smiling, with a keen sense of humor and a sports fan. The person accused of the murder of Fr. Eric has been put on trial, but has been postponed a couple of times and is still underway.



Father Jesus Erasmus Plaza Salessi (80) and brother Luis Edilberto Sanchez Morantes (84), Salesians of Don Bosco, SDB, were attacked on the night of 15 and 16 February, by two young men who entered the premises of the Don Bosco College, in Guaparo, on the outskirts of Valencia (Venezuela), and died as a result of the injuries inflicted. Two minors (13 and 15) wanted to steal computers, money, mobile phones and other valuables and they also desecrated the chapel. Don Plaza died in hospital while doctors were trying to stop the bleeding caused by the numerous stab wounds, while brother Luis died immediately. In the particularly violent and brutal attack another priest was seriously injured, who rushed to defend his confreres and another religious. The the religious killed had been at the service of the Salesian community in the country for more than 50 years. After the funeral, Brother Luis Sánchez was buried in the Santuary of Mary Help of Christians, while Father Jesús Plaza was taken to the state of Merida (Venezuela), where he was from.

See Fides 17/02/2014; 18/02/2014

Don Rolando Lara Martinez, parish priest of Santa Maria de Guadalupe in Canalejas (municipality of Jilotepec), Diocese of Atlacomulco, in the state of Mexico, was killed during a robbery in his parish, at dawn on 19 February 2014. The criminals beat him to death. He was ordained a priest in 2000, the priest worked for the Episcopal Commission for Social-Pastoral Caritas.


Don Lazzaro Longobardi, parish priest of St. Raphael the Archangel in Sibari, was found dead on the morning of March 3 near the parsonage where he lived. An iron bar was found under his body with which he was killed, most likely on Sunday evening, March 2nd. The priest, born in 1945, was ordained a priest in 1971. Since 1987 he was pastor in Sibari, loved by the entire parish community for his commitment in favor of the marginalized, especially for the thousands of immigrants who flocked to those areas in search of work. According to authorities, one of them, who was stopped, tried to extort money from the priest. It is believed the priest was killed after he had refused the umpteenth request on behalf of the boy, who in the past the priest had accused of stealing money from the poor box, but had never denounced him hoping for his repentance.

See Fides 05/03/2014


Don Juan Francisco Blandón Meza, pastor of the Immaculate Conception of Mary in the town of Wiwilí, department and diocese of Jinotega (Nicaragua) was killed on Sunday evening, April 6, 2014. The priest, 42, was found near his home along with two women, when he was joined by a man, the husband of one of the two, who opened fire, killing his wife and the priest, with two shots and then killed himself. Fr. Blandón Meza was known for his commitment towards social groups and for the defense of human rights. Mgr. Herrera said to the press that Father Juan Francisco was killed due to the man’s psychological instability.
See Fides 08/04/2014

The Dutch Jesuit Fr. Frans van der Lugt, SJ, who lived in the troubled city of Homs (Syria), was killed on Monday, April 7, 2014, around 8 am. Father Frans van der Lugt was abducted by armed men who beat and then killed him with two bullets to the head, in front of the residence of the Jesuits in Homs. Father van der Lugt lived in Syria since 1966. He was very involved in interreligious dialogue. In the 80s the project Al Ard ("the land") began in Homs, a center of spirituality built just outside the city. The center housed about 40 children with mental disabilities from nearby villages.
In the last three years of war, the Dutch religious lived in a monastery that is situated in the old city, where civilians were besieged for many months by the regular army. He chose to remain in Homs, struggling with the daily bombings and the lack of food. He had decided to remain in his residence after the evacuation of the civilian population. He was the last Jesuit who remained in Homs.

See Fides 07/04/2014; 08/04/2014



On April 18, 2014 Don Christ Forman Wilibona was killed in Bossangoa (Central African Republic). The priest was returning from the Chrism Mass (which for logistical reasons was celebrated on Good Friday instead of Thursday) when he ran into a roadblock of the Seleka rebels associated to Peuls elements. The rebels fired 12 bullets and Don Wilibona died instantly. The local population tried to recover the body. The local villagers were able to bury the corpse, but was later transferred with the help of the Red Cross, to the mission of Paoua where Fr. Wilibona was pastor. Local people tried to recover immediately the body of the priest. Finally, the local villagers were able to bury the corpse, but was later transferred with the help of the Red Cross, to the mission of Paoua where Fr. Wilibona was pastor.
See Fides 24/04/2014



The seminarian Samuel Gustavo Gómez Veleta, 21, a student at the archdiocesan Seminary of Chihuahua (Mexico) was in the town of Aldama, in the community in which he carried out his missionary service.. Every year the archdiocesan Seminary of Chihuahua, on the occasion of the celebrations of Holy Week, sends seminarians as missionaries in different rural communities.  On April 15, Holy Tuesday, he was found dead after being kidnapped the day before. 

See Fides 28/04/2014



A Catholic priest, Fr. Gerry Maria Inau and a layman, Extraordinary Minister of Communion, of the diocese of Bereina (Papua New Guinea) were killed on Sunday, May 4, for reasons which are still unclear, while they were walking in a remote area of the diocese. The two were perhaps victims of a tribal conflict that has been going on in the last few years: although they belonged to two different groups, they both worked together giving witness of unity. Father Gerry was a priest of great faith and had been ordained nine months before. He had a big heart for his people and served them with love.

See Fides 13/05/2014



Father Gilbert Dasna, of the Congregation of the Sons of Mary Mother of Mercy (SMMM), Assistant Pastor of the St Paul's Parish Cathedral in Alberta (Canada), was killed on the evening of May 9, 2014 by a criminal. He is remembered as a kind and generous priest, who radiated joy and peace. He was born on February 28, 1982 in Cameroon and was ordained a priest on 11 July 2009 and was Assistant Pastor of St. Paul's Cathedral from 19 May 2011 until his death. He died on May 9, 2014, the same day of his arrival in Canada, three years before, on 9 May 2011.
See Fides 12/05/2014
Sister Juliana Lim, 69, of the Congregation of the Infant Jesus, died May 21 after a violent attack suffered on May 14 in Seremban, a town near Kuala Lumpur. The Malaysian religious was attacked along with Sister Mary Rose Teng, 79, by a man with covered face, while the two were in the Church of the Visitation. The man savagely beat them, and even stole a few dollars, and left them dying. Sister Juliana, was immediately taken to hospital, was in a coma for seven days and struggled between life and death. Even Sister Mary Rose was seriously injured. According to the police, this attack may have been the act of a desperate man, but there is also the possibility of aggression for religious hatred.

See Fides 22/05/2014



On 28 May men armed with automatic weapons and hand grenades attacked "Our Lady of Fatima" parish church in the center of Bangui, capital of the Central African Republic where a number of persons had sought shelter from violence. The attack left 18 people dead including a Catholic priest Rev. Paul-Emile Nzale, aged 76.
See Fides 30/05/2014



Father Kenneth Walker, of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP), was killed at the Mater Misericordiae mission in Phoenix, Arizona (USA). The attack against the mission took place around 9pm on 11 June, almost certainly for an attempted robbery. Fr. Walker was with another priest who was seriously injured. Probably the two priests reacted and were attacked by the criminals. Father Walker was born in 1985 in Ploughkeepsie, in the state of New York, and was ordained a priest in 2012.
See Fides 13/06/2014



Religious, Sister Mary Paule Tacke (82), of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood (CPS), also known as the Missionaries of Mariannhill, was killed in South Africa. Sister Mary’s car was stopped by bandits on Sunday, June 15 near Mthatha while the nun was on her way to visit one of the orphanages she founded. The car, with the bandits on board, was subsequently chased by the police. The chase ended when the car, driven by the bandits, overturned near Qokolweni. The criminals managed to escape, but there was no trace of the nun. After days of searching, Sister Mary’s body was found on June 20 in a stream near the village of Tyara, 60 km from Mthatha. The body did not show signs of blows inflicted by firearms. Police believe that the nun was strangled. Sister Mary was originally from Cottonwood, Idaho, and had been working in South Africa since the 50s.
See Fides 23/06/2014



Sister Clecensia Kapuli, a 50-year-old Tanzanian nun of the Congregation of the Diocese of Mbeya "Our Lady Queen of Apostols, was killed on June 23 during a street robbery in Dar es Salaam, the Country's economic capital. Sister Clecensia had just left the bank with an amount of money needed to pay the workers who were renovating the secondary school run by her congregation, of which she was the treasurer. The car in which the religious woman, another sister and the driver were travelling was stopped near a crowded bus station by four armed men. The criminals shot and killed the nun and injured the driver. The other sister was able to escape and the criminals escaped with the sum of money.

See Fides 25/06/2014



Three Xaverian missionaries, Sister Lucia Pulici, Sister Olga Raschietti and Sister Bernadetta Boggian were savagely killed on Sunday, September 7 in the mission of Kamenge, a district in the North of Bujumbura, capital of Burundi.  

The Burundian police said they had arrested the culprit of the murder of the three Xaverian missionaries. The killer said he believed that their convent was built on land that belonged to his family. For former Regional Superior of the Xaverian Missionaries in the Democratic Republic of Congo and Burundi, who knew the three nuns very well said that the person arrested was an excuse to divert the investigation into the killing of the nuns. The three missionaries had spent their lives in Africa, they were elderly and had just returned to Burundi to be with their people, who loved and respected them. All three nuns wanted to be buried in Congo.
See Fides 08/09/2014; 09/09/2014; 11/09/2014

The body of the parish priest of Arcelia, Diocese of Ciudad Altamirano (Mexico), Don José Acuña Asencion Osorio, 42, Mexican, was found in the river Balsas, near the village of Santa Cruz de Las Tinajas, in the municipality of San Miguel Totolapan (region of Tierra Caliente, at the center of the country), far from his residence. The priest had been missing since Sunday September 21, leaving the faithful who were waiting for mass astonished. The cause of death was asphyxiation due to drowning. It is not the first case of this kind that occurs in the area. According to the autopsy, the death dates back to September 22.

See Fides 24/09/2014



Fr. Reinaldo Alfonso Herrera Lures, who served in the diocese of La Guaira, in Venezuela as military chaplain disappeared on the evening of Thursday, September 25, while he was reaching his car to go home. No one had any news of him until the evening of Saturday, September 27, when his lifeless body was found. Fr. Reinaldo was parish priest in various parishes of the Diocese of La Guaira. For several years he served as a military chaplain. He was also Chancellor of the Diocese of La Guaira and chaplain of Colegio Champagnat in Caracas.

See Fides 30/09/2014



Father Andrés Duque Echeverry, parish priest of San Buenaventura in Medellin, Colombia, was the victim of a robbery, which took place on 3 October. He was stabbed at the exit of the underground. His body was taken to the morgue and his identification was delayed because he had been robbed of everything, including documents and other personal belongings.

See Fides 06/10/2014



The body of Fr. John Ssenyondo, a Comboni missionary of Ugandan nationality, was found in a mass grave near the town of Chilapa, (Mexican diocese of Chilpancingo-Chilapa),  along with other dead bodies. The priest had disappeared on April 30, 2014, after having celebrated a wedding in the community of Santa Cruz, in Chilapa, where he carried out his pastoral ministry. The police do not know the reasons which led to the murder. The body was found on October 29, but only on November 13 the coroner carried out the final tests and warned the diocese. Father Ssenyondo had arrived six years ago in Guerrero after having carried out his pastoral ministry in Tlacotepec (Heliodoro Castillo area).

See Fides 03/06/2014; 15/11/2014




The parish priest of St. Andrew the Apostle in Pisco, in south-central Peru (the province and diocese of Ica), Don Alfonso Comina Zevallos, 56, was beaten to death and killed in the rectory of his parish, on December 24. According to investigations, the priest was shot in the face and head with a chair, between 8 and 9 in the morning, probably by more than one person. His cell phone was not found in the house.


The lifeless body of Don Gregorio Lopez Grosotieta, 39, who had disappeared on the evening of 21 December, was found on Christmas Day in the city of Colonia Juárez, town of Tlapehuala, in the region of Tierra Caliente, the Diocese of Ciudad Altamirano (Mexico) to which he belonged. The priest, who was a professor at "The Anunciacion" Major Seminary of his diocese, was killed with a gunshot to the head. According to witnesses, the priest was kidnapped by criminals who forced him to get into a car.

(Agenzia Fides 30/12/2014)

SUMMARY OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR 2014
	N°
	Name and Surname 
	Nationality
	Institute or Diocese
	Date and place of death

	1.
	Don Eric Freed
	USA
	Diocesan
	1/1 – Eureka (USA)

	2.
	Father Jesus Erasmus Plaza Salessi
	Venezuela
	Salesian Don Bosco
	16/2 – Caracas (Venezuela)

	3.
	Brother Luis Edilberto Sanchez Morantes 
	Colombia
	Salesian Don Bosco
	16/2 – Caracas (Venezuela)

	4.
	Don Rolando Martinez Lara 
	Mexico
	Diocesan
	19/2 – Canalejas (Mexico)

	5.
	Don Lazzaro Longobardi 
	Italy
	Diocesan
	3/3 – Sibari (Italia)

	6.
	Don Juan Francisco Blandon Meza 
	Nicaragua
	Diocesan
	6/4 – Wiwili (Nicaragua)

	7.
	Fr. Frans van der Lugt 
	Holland
	Jesuit (SJ)
	7/4 – Homs (Siria)

	8.
	Don Christ Forman Wilibona 
	Central Africa
	Diocesan
	18/4 – Bossangoa (Centrafr. Rep.) 

	9.
	Samuel Gustavo Gómez Veleta
	Mexico
	Diocesan Seminarian
	15/4 – Chihuahua (Mexico) 

	10.
	Don. Gerry Maria Inau 
	Papua New Guinea 
	Diocesan
	4/5 – Bereina (PNG) 

	11.
	Benedict 
	Papua New Guinea
	Layman
	4/5 – Bereina (PNG)

	12.
	Fr. Gilbert Dasna 
	Camerun
	Sons of Mary Mother of Mercy (SMMM)
	9/5 – Alberta (Canada)

	13.
	Sister Juliana Lim 
	Malaysia 
	Cong. of the  Infant Jesus
	21/5 – Seremban (Malaysia)

	14.
	Don Paul-Emile Nzale 
	Central Africa
	Diocesan
	28/5 – Bangui (Central Africa) 

	15.
	Father Kenneth Walker 
	USA
	Priestly fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP) 
	11/6 – Phoenix (USA) 

	16.
	Sister Mary Paule Tacke
	USA
	Cong. Of the Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood (CPS) or Missionaries of Mariannhill 
	20/6 – Tyara (South Africa) 

	17.
	Sister Clecensia Kapuli 
	Tanzania 
	Diocesan Congregation “Our Lady Queen of Apostols” 
	23/6 – Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) 

	18.
	Sister Lucia Pulici 
	Italy
	Missionaries of Mary (Xaverian) 
	7/9 – Bujumbura (Burundi) 

	19.
	Sister Olga Raschietti 
	Italy
	Missionarie of Mary (Xaverian) 
	7/9 – Bujumbura (Burundi)

	20.
	Sister Bernadetta Bogian
	Italy
	Missionarie of Mary (Xaverian)
	7/9 – Bujumbura (Burundi)

	21.
	Don José Acuña Asención Osorio 
	Mexico
	Diocesan
	21/9 – S.Miguel T. (Mexico) 

	22.
	Don Reinaldo Alfonso 
	Venezuela 
	Diocesan
	27/9 – La Guaira (Venezuela)

	23.
	Father Andrés Duque Echeverry
	Colombia
	Diocesan
	3/10 – Medellin (Colombia)


	24.
	Father John Ssenyondo
	Uganda
	Comboni Missionary (MCCJ)
	29/10 – Chilapa (Mexico)

	25.
	Don Alfonso Comina
	Peru
	Diocesan
	24/12 – Pisco (Peru)

	26.
	Don Gregorio Lopez
	Mexico 
	Diocesan
	25/12 (?) – C.Juarez (Mexico)


(Agenzia Fides 30/12/2014)
Religious Status

Priests                    17 (12 diocesans; 1 SDB, 1 SJ, 1 SMMM, 1 FSSP, 1 MCCJ) 

Men Religious       1   (SDB)
Women Religious  6
(3 Xaverian, 1 Cong. Infant Jesus, 1 Miss.Mariannhill; 1                                           
                                    O.L.Queen of Ap.)   
Seminarian             1   (Diocesan)
            Laity                      
Country of Origin 

Africa

5
(2 Central African Rep., 1 Camerun, 1 Tanzania, 1 Uganda)  

America
13 
(3 USA, 4 Mexico, 2 Colombia, 2 Venezuela, 1 Canada, 1 Peru)  

Asia

1 
(Malaysia) 

Oceania
2
(Papua New Guinea)

Europe

5
(4 Italy, 1 Holland)
 

Place of death 

Africa

7
(3 Burundi, 2 Centrafr. Rep, 1 South Africa, 1 Tanzania) 
America
14
(5 Mexico, 3 Venezuela, 2 USA, 1 Canada, 1 Colombia,

                                     1 Nicaragua, 1 Peru)

Asia

2
(1 Syria, 1 Malaysia)  

Oceania
2 
(2 Papua New Guinea)

Europe

1
(1 Italy)

(Agenzia Fides 30/12/2014)
Pastoral Care workers killed from 1980 to 2013
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – According to data in Fides’ possession, in the decade from 1980-1989 115 missionaries lost their lives in violent manners. This number, however, is doubtful, based only upon the cases which made news. 

The collective summary from 1990-2000 presents a total of 604 missionaries killed, still according to our information. The number is significantly higher than the previous decade, however, one must also consider the following factors: the genocide in Rwanda (1994) that caused at least 248 victims among church personnel; the increased speed of the mass media in disseminating the news even from most remote places; the total does not include only the missionaries ad gentes in the strictest sense, but all church personnel killed in a violent manner, or who sacrificed their lives aware of the risks they ran, while not abandoning the people in their care.      
During the years 2001-2013 the total of the pastoral care workers killed is 317.

	YEAR
	TOT
	BISH
	PRIE
	DEA
	BRO
	REL
	SEM
	ICL
	CAT
	LAI
	VOL

	1990
	17
	
	10
	
	
	7
	
	
	
	
	

	1991
	19
	1
	14
	
	1
	3
	
	
	
	
	

	1992
	21
	
	6
	
	2
	13
	
	
	
	
	

	1993
	21
	1C+1
	13
	
	
	4
	1
	1
	
	
	

	1994
	26
	
	20
	
	1
	4
	1
	
	
	
	

	1994*
	248
	3
	103
	
	47
	65
	
	30
	
	
	

	1995
	33
	
	18
	1
	3
	9
	
	
	
	2
	

	1996
	48
	3
	19
	
	8
	13
	1
	2
	1
	1(ct)
	

	1997
	68
	1
	19
	
	1
	7
	40
	
	
	
	

	1998
	40
	1
	13
	
	5
	17
	4
	
	
	
	

	1999
	32
	
	17
	
	
	9
	4
	
	2
	
	

	2000
	31
	
	19
	
	
	7
	3
	1
	
	
	1

	2001
	33
	
	25
	
	
	5
	1
	1
	
	1
	

	2002
	25
	1
	18
	
	1
	2
	2
	1
	
	
	

	2003
	29
	1
	20
	
	1
	
	3
	
	
	2
	2

	2004
	16
	
	12
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	3
	

	2005
	25
	1
	18
	
	2
	3
	
	
	
	1
	

	2006
	24
	
	17
	
	1
	3
	
	
	
	2
	1

	2007
	21
	
	15
	3
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	
	

	2008
	20
	1
	16
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	2
	

	2009
	37
	
	30
	
	
	2
	2
	
	
	3
	

	2010
	25
	1
	17
	
	1
	1
	2
	
	
	3
	

	2011
	26
	
	18
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	4
	

	2012
	13
	
	11
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	

	2013
	23
	
	20
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	2
	


* = Data referring just to the Rwandan genocide.

BIS: Bishops; C: Cardinals; PRIE: diocesan and religious priests; DEAC: deacons; BRO: religious brothers; REL: religious sisters; SEM: seminarians; ICL: members of institutes of consecrated life; CAT: catechists; LAI: laity; VOL: volunteers; ct: catecumeno. 

DATA, COMMENTS AND REFLECTIONS ON THE PASTORAL CARE WORKERS KILLED IN RECENT YEARS MAY BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE: www.fides.org
___________________________________________________________________________________

Fides Special  S.L. – Agenzia Fides 30/12/2014
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