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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES Service - 22 October 2005

Mission Sunday Special Feature

PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 

FOR MISSIONARY ANIMATION 

AND COOPERATION 
Dossier available at : www.fides.org.
PONTIFICAL MISSION SOCIETIES 

FOR MISSIONARY ANIMATION AND COOPERATION

The Pontifical Mission Societies, directed by a Supreme Committed presided by the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, promote awareness of the missionary nature of the Church and the duty of all Christians to take part in her missionary activity with prayers, sacrifices and material support.

World Mission Sunday, the main event of 12 months of missionary animation and cooperation, has become a tradition and is celebrated at all levels. It was launched at the request of the first of the PMS to be founded, the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Although today the PMS are four and they were instituted at different times, they have one fundamental purpose: to promote a spirit of universal mission among the people of God. Here is more detailed information of the four societies.
Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith is the fruit of the intuition of a young French woman, Pauline Marie Jaricot, who lived in Lyon. In 1816, at the age of 17 she left the home of her well-to-do parents to start a spiritual association of ‘Reparatrices’ with young women employed at her father’s factory. Two years later the group added the dimension prayer for the missions and missionary animation "to help spread the Gospel" with a small weekly offering. Today the Society is present in 120 different countries. In a word its greatest contribution to the Church was that the foundress, a prophetic and charismatic woman, put Mission at the centre of the life of the Church; freeing the Church from the influence of Christian nations of “powers” which had supplied the means necessary for evangelisation for four centuries, affirming the value of prayer for the missions and the duty of every Christian, however poor, to help support the work of evangelisation. The Society has become so important that we can truly say that without the prayers, sacrifices and offerings of its members, and the offerings collected by them among other Catholics and sent to the PMS Universal Solidarity Fund, the work of evangelisation, planting of the Church and also its material development would not have known such expansion.


The Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood (also known as Missionary Childhood) was founded in 1843 to promote awareness among children «little ones» of they duty to help promote the coming of the Kingdom of God. The great wave of missionary impulse which spread in the 19th century from France to the rest of the world could not fail to involve children in order to help other less fortunate children, the weakest and most fragile members of human society. Deeply saddened by the atrocities perpetrated against minors particularly in parts of the world where Christ was still unknown, Bishop Charles August Marie de Forbin-Janson of Nancy, France, gave a missionary dimension to devotion to the Child Jesus. Holy Childhood Society, instituted on 19 May 1843, met with approval from people and institutions involved in children’s education and spread throughout France and to Europe and north America. Today the Society is active in 110 different countries. The purpose of Holy Childhood Society is to promote missionary awareness among children and lead them to help less fortunate children with spiritual and material aid. 

The Pontifical St Peter Apostle Society was founded in Caen (France) in 1889 by Mademoiselle Jeanne Bigard and her mother Madame Stephanie to promote the formation of local clergy by offering spiritual and material assistance to seminaries and houses of formation in mission territories. Collected offerings are distributed by the Universal Fund of Solidarity.


The Pontifical Missionary Union, called initially the Missionary Union of the Clergy, was founded for the evangelisation of the world involving those who receive, like the first Apostles, Christ’s missionary mandate. The Union was founded by an Italian priest, Blessed Paolo Manna who had to stop his missionary work in Burma due to poor health and on his return to Italy began to promote mainly through the press support for missions, and also the awareness that mission is  a duty for all every Christian, consecrated persons in particular. The main task of the Union is to animate those called to be missionary animators among the people of God (RM 84), by promoting missionary awareness among seminarians, priests, and men and women religious and fostering missionary vocations  ad vitam. Pope Paul VI rightly described the Missionary Union as the «soul of the other three Pontifical Mission Societies»


Collection and distribution of aid for Missionary activity 

Mission Sunday collections, as well as offerings and legacies of individual benefactors, money raised by means of special initiatives of missionary animation are sent by the respective national director of the Pontifical Mission Societies to the Universal Solidarity Fund of the Pontifical Mission Societies. During the annual General Assembly of the PMS, usually held in May, the national directors with general secretaries of the four PMS take into consideration requests for assistance sent from mission territories to the general secretariats in the previous year to build churches or chapels or rooms for pastoral work, to support formation of seminarians and catechists, or initiatives of education and development for children. According to the available monies, the Assembly decides for a fair and equal distribution of subsidies. 
PONTIFICAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH
Every year the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith receives an average of 6,000 to 7,000 requests for subsidies. In 2004 it received and examined 5,310 requests from all over the missionary world. Requests to this society were mainly for help to maintain and form catechists, building and maintenance of churches, chapels, convents, activity of diocesan organisations, help with apostolate on the part of religious congregations… After examining the requests in May 2005 the PMS General Assembly distributed the available $87,809,500, as follows:

	Continent
	Ordinary subsidies
	Catechists subsidies
	Mass media

SIGNIS
	Special subsidies
	TOTAL

	Africa
	16,819,000 $
	6,371,600 $
	1,038,800$
	25,553,600 $
	49,783,000 $

	America
	2,469,400
	854,400
	211,500
	3,379,500
	6,914,800

	Asia
	10,510,000
	3,672,050
	1,015,300
	10,299,850
	25,497,200

	Europe
	1,145,000
	36,500
	-
	1,572,000
	2,754,500

	Oceania
	1,449,000
	388,500
	412,000
	611,000
	2,860,500

	total
	32,392,900$
	11,323,050$
	2,677,600$
	41,415,950$
	87,809,500$



As examples we give details of a few projects for which subsidies were granted:


In Africa  

Construction of a building for liturgical celebrations and catechism in Bloekombos (archdiocese of Cape Town, South Africa). 

Construction of a Mission Residence in Bimbe (archdiocese of Huambo, Angola): the mission, situated in a densely populated area at the centre of fighting in a civil war which lasted more than 25 years was completely destroyed. The new Mission Residence will enable the missionaries to resume their pastoral work. 

Rebuilding of two convents for the Daughters of Lady Queen of Apostles of Kabinda (Kabinda diocese Democratic Congo) sacked during the war. 

Assistance for 16 kindergartens, 17 primary schools and 2 secondary schools in the Apostolic Vicariate of Meki (Ethiopia).      


Organisation of Diocesan Synod in the archdiocese of  Blantyre (Malawi) 


Construction of a Diocesan Pastoral Centre in Butare (Rwanda) for meetings, pastoral and various other activities.


In America


Construction of a Multifunction Centre in the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes de Choiseul (archdiocese of Castries, Antilles) which comprises 24 villages: the Centre, built in the main village, will include the parish house and offices and a Medical Centre.


New roof for a chapel at Ivu Mission among the Guaranies Indios founded in 1894 (Apostolic Vicariate of Camiri, Bolivia).

Construction of a kitchen-refectory for Mgr. Angel Barbisotti Youth Centre (Apostolic Vicariate of Esmeraldas, Ecuador), which offers young people formation in the faith, as well as assistance to find work and build Christian families.


In Asia 


Construction of a Mission Chapel in Rautpur (Berhampur diocese, India) for Vincenziani missionaries who for ten years have celebrated Mass in the open air.  

Purchase of 70 bicycles for pastoral workers in the diocese of Krishnagar (India) constantly on the move to serve 14 parishes.


Purchase of land for a Centre for the education and formation of young people in Damak (Apostolic Prefecture of Nepal).         


In Europe

Purchase of rooms for catechism classes in locale Lezhe (Albania), where a growing number of boys and girls want to take part in parish activities.


Lay formation with a series of meetings for parish councils, youth groups and other lay groups in the diocese of Banja Luka (Bosnia-Herzegovina).    


Contribution for the publication of a Catholic Weekly in the diocese of Sarajevo (Bosnia-Herzegovina) forced to close under the communist regime and now is growing demand.


In Oceania


Programme of doctrinal and catechetical formation for French speaking catechists in the Pacific Islands (archdiocese of Noumea).


Construction of a Pastoral and Interreligious Centre in  Vivigani (dioceses of Alotau-Sideia, Papua New Guinea) which will include a school, a library and a room for interrelgious activities, a small chapel and the catechists’ house. 

PONTIFICAL SOCIETY OF ST PETER APOSTLE
The General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies in May 2005, after examining the requests received, assigned subsidies for a  total  $24,686,430, distributed as follows:

	continent
	ordinary subsidies

minor seminarians
	ordinary subsidies

major seminarians
	special subsidies

minor seminarians
	special subsidies

major seminarians
	special subsides

Religious

orders
	TOTAL

	Africa
	$4,253,400 
	$10,310,890
	$868,500
	$620,000
	$12,000
	$16,064,790

	America
	162,700
	891,270
	5,000
	145,000
	0
	1,203,970

	Asia
	1,867,765
	4,381,530
	228,500
	446,600
	18,000
	6,942,395

	Europe
	22,740,00
	51,660
	0
	0
	24,000
	98,400

	Oceania
	62,075
	263,600
	2,500
	48,700
	0
	376,875

	total
	$6,368,680
	$15,898,950
	$1,104,500
	$1,260,300
	$54,000
	$24,686,430


In 2004 St Peter Apostle supported a total 924 seminaries:

	
	minor seminaries
	propaedeutic seminaries 
	major seminarians

	entrusted to CEP
	444
	98
	205

	not entrusted to CEP
	72
	3
	102

	total
	516
	101
	307


by continent:

	
	minor seminaries
	propaedeutic seminaries 
	major seminaries

	AFRICA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	267
	80
	120

	not entrusted to CEP
	1
	0
	1

	total
	268
	80
	121

	AMERICA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	9
	1
	10

	not entrusted to CEP
	42
	2
	82

	total
	51
	3
	92

	ASIA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	157
	16
	66

	not entrusted to CEP
	28
	1
	17

	total
	185
	17
	83

	EUROPE
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	3
	0
	2

	not entrusted to CEP
	1
	0
	1

	total
	4
	0
	3

	OCEANIA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	8
	1
	8

	total
	8
	1
	8



In 2004 the Society supported a total 80, 297 seminarians: 49,455 minors, 3,732 propaedeutic, 27,110 major seminarians: by continent as follows:

	
	minor seminarians 
	propaed. seminarians
	major seminarians

	AFRICA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	34,602
	3,446
	13,379

	not entrusted to CEP
	60
	59
	76

	total
	34,662
	3,505
	13,455

	AMERICA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	221
	64
	416

	not entrusted to CEP
	1,562
	149
	4,084

	total
	1,783
	213
	4,500

	ASIA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	9,269
	874
	5,342

	not entrusted to CEP
	3,054
	195
	2,095

	total
	12,323
	1,069
	7,437

	EUROPE
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	77
	0
	51

	not entrusted to CEP
	107
	0
	185

	total
	184
	0
	236

	OCEANIA
	
	
	

	entrusted to CEP
	503
	38
	389

	not entrusted to CEP
	0
	0
	0

	total
	503
	38
	389


In 2004 a total number of 9,734 major seminarians were admitted as follows: Africa 5,893; America 1,185; Asia 2,463; Europe 54; Oceania 139. Information with regard to priestly ordinations is incomplete. Available data shows that in  2004 a total 2,063 new priests were ordained, as follows: Africa 1,069, America 240, Asia 724, Europe 13, Oceania 17.

The Society assigned ordinary subsidies to seminaries and novices as follows: 

	
	total $
	Africa
	America
	Asia
	Europe
	Oceania

	Minor seminaries
	$3,998,810
	$2,940,480
	$82,370
	$912,550
	$18,140
	$45,270

	prop.
	1,092,300
	889,850
	12,860
	173,590
	0
	6,000

	major
	12,540,750
	8,162,950
	550,640
	3,544,810
	43,550
	238,800

	novices 
subsidies
	3,379

$451,650 
	1,576

$236,400 
	216

$12,800 
	1,521

$194,650 
	21

$1,050 
	45

$6,750 

	novices 
subsidies
	6,556

$830,400 
	2,468

$369,000 
	506

$25,700
	3,483

$426,050
	64

$4,400
	35

$5,250 



Special subsidies were assigned for building, extension, repair and various other necessities in seminaries; and study grants for 706 student priests or religious at the following institutes:

Institut Catholique de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (ICAO), Abidjan (Côte d'Ivoire)

Subsidy for 68 priests and 128 men and women religious
Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA), Nairobi (Kenya)

Subsidy for 62 priests and 157 men and women religious
Catholic Institute of West Africa (CIWA) Port Harcourt (Nigeria)

Subsidy for 73 priests and 44 men and women religious
Facultés Catholiques de Kinshasa (Democratic Congo)

Subsidy for 78 priests and  42 men and women religious
Institut Catholique de Yaounde (Cameroon)

Subsidy for 14 priests
Institut Catholique de Madagascar

Subsidy for 20 priests and 20 men and women religious

In the academic year 2003-2004 San Paolo Apostolo and San Pietro Apostle Colleges, belonging to the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and entrusted to the care of the Pontifical Society St Peter’s the Apostle offered accommodation to 331 student priests from 54 different countries: 182 from Africa, 13 from America, 132 from Asia, 3 from Oceania, 1 from Europe. 

In the same academic year 2003/2004 the Foyer Paolo VI offered accommodation to women religious members of 54 different congregations and from 21 different countries a total of 79 sisters: 17 from Africa, 12 from America, 50 from Asia. 

Another College offers accommodation to 40 men and women catechists in Rome for their formation.

PONTIFICAL SOCIETY HOLY CHILDHOOD
The General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies in May 2005, after examining the requests received, assigned subsidies for a  total  $13,562,250 distributed as follows:

	continent
	Ordinary subsidies
	Special subsidies
	TOTAL

	Percentages

	Africa
	$1,632,000 
	$5,362,270 
	$6,994,270 
	51,57 

	America
	192,000
	641,200
	833,200
	6,14

	Asia
	864,000
	4,455,980
	5,319,980
	39,23

	Europe
	8,000
	162,800
	170,800
	1,26

	Oceania
	112,000
	132,000
	244,000
	1,80

	total
	$2,808,000 
	$10,754,250 
	$13,562,250 
	100


As examples we give details of a few projects for which subsidies were granted:

In Africa  


Programme for assistance, feeding and medical care, clothing and school material for 302 orphans, many because of AIDS in Perna (Natitingou diocese in Benin), in an area classified by the United Nations a permanent famine zone. 

Furnishing (chairs, tables, blackboards, audio-visuals, books and pencils…) for St Mary’s Catholic Mission Centre, Woodhall (Botswana), which prepares 150 children for regular school attendance and save them from delinquency.

Construction of 3 classrooms for 200 pupils at Miandrivazo Mission ( Morondava diocese, Madagascar) to replace previous mud hut school destroyed in recent cyclones.     

In America

Restructuring roof, walls, doors and windows of an Institute for 90 deaf children in La Plata (Argentina).

Medical assistance and purchase of medicines for about 2,500 children aged 5 to14 without state assistance (San Martin de Porres Hospital for Mother/Child care in  Ibuelo, Aquile apostolic Prelature, Bolivia).

Upkeep of 200 “street children” or children at risk at  Noah’s Arc Home in the diocese of  Pasto (Colombia): food, cleaning products, books, didactic material, medicines…

In Asia


Upkeep of 53 abandoned children in 11 parishes  some for extremely poor families or large families: food, lodging, medical care, schooling and Christian formation at Gournadi (diocese of Chittagong (Bangladesh).

Construction of  4 secondary school class rooms and 4 kindergarten class rooms at a Catholic school in Abatan (Baguio apostolic Vicariate, Philippines),

Upkeep (food, clothing, school material) for 250 tribal children in Pathaliaghat (Agartala diocese, India). The school and hostel are a means of evangelisation and many children ask for baptism.
In Europe

Food aid for a year for about 180 children at two orphanages in Kaspi and Koiori (Apostolic administration Caucauses of the Latins Latini, Georgia): widespread poverty increases the number of children taken in by institutions.


Aid for children who returned to Kosovo in 1999, school and oratory (apostolic administration Prizren, Serbia and Montenegro),

Food aid, medical care for 26 children orphans or from families with problems of alcohol and drugs in the archdiocese of Lviv of the Ukrainians (Ukraine).         

In Oceania

Purchase of bibles (in Maori and in English), various books and material, transport and meetings of Christian formation for 400 Sunday Schools children in 5 parishes, diocese of Rarotonga (Cook Islands).
Preparation of catechetical material for  4,000 children in the diocese of Lae (Papua New Guinea).    

PONTIFICAL MISSIONARY UNION
The general Secretariat of the Pontifical Missionary Union PMU continues is principle activity of missionary animation with its Omnis Terra magazine (in five languages) recently produced in a brand new format.
The PMU’s “Mission Studies” course (in four languages) began a new two year course “Medicine in Mission”. The course, planned with the help of Fr Giuseppe Cinà, director of the Institute of Pastoral Theology in Rome, was long expected and very appreciated by PMU subscribers.  It demonstrated that down through the centuries the Church has been obedient to Christ’s command to “go, preach and baptise” (cf Mt, 28, 19-20), but also to “care for the sick” (Lk 10, 9),
The lessons, 16 in all, 8 for each of the two years, were written by experts. The first 8 Lessons for 2004 which included the customary feature of suggested questions for discussion groups were sent to all subscribers in good time. The lessons demonstrated that the Church launched modern medical practices in her universities in the Middle Ages. These practices were carried by missionaries all over the world who opened all kinds of healthcare centres from village surgeries to city hospitals, from universities to centres of medical research in the capitals of many different countries. Since the very beginning in every era and all over the world the Church has been present where help was needed to cure bodily sickness and offer spiritual comfort with loving care in the true Christian spirit. In fact missionaries know that for true health it is necessary to care not only for the body but also for the spirit of the person, to offer a spiritual understanding of life and help people become aware of their great calling and destiny.
PMU general secretariat also published a booklet the “Pontifical Missionary Union, ‘missionary’ of Mission” on how the PMU came into being and about its founder Blessed Paolo Manna. The book also includes recent important documents of the Magisterium on the subject of mission. In this context it gives a presentation of the most recent Instruction issued by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples Cooperatio Missionalis (1998) on relations between Particular Churches and the universal Church with regard to missionary activity. It concludes with a general vision of ‘Lights and Shadows of Mission today’ which confirms and endorses what Pope John Paul II said in May 1986: “The Church is missionary or she is not even Apostolic”.
Another book published by the PUM “Theology of Proclamation: for Missionary Theology” includes a speech by Cardinal Francis George, archbishop of Chicago, and an article by Prof. Carmelo Dotolo, a teacher at the Pontifical Urban University, on the need to offer courses in Missiology in Seminaries.

On the occasion of celebrations in Lyons, France, to mark the opening of the home of Pauline-Marie Jaricot (May 2005), remade into House of Reflection, the PMU prepared a special booklet and leaflet on the life, spirit and activity of the foundress of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to make known her merits and promote her beatification. The PMU also circulated a photograph of Pauline Jaricot, contained also in both the booklet and the leaflet, with a prayer for her beatification on the back.
Another book published by the PMU was The Pontifical Mission Societies, available in 5 languages. It gives PMS history, goals and news. The book is a summary of the Pontifical Mission Societies  and could be very useful as missionary animation material for World Mission Sunday to make the PMS better known and better supported by Catholics all over the world. (Agenzia Fides 22/10/2005)
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