PEACE AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE ARE SUPREME GOALS 

ZIMBABWE MUST EMBRACE THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY
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We view the political violence, intimidation and flagrant abuses of human rights that have gripped Zimbabwe in the wake of the contested March 29, 2008 parliamentary and presidential elections with a deep sense of concern. The results of the elections made a change of government seem possible, giving new hope to the people. Since then, a sustained campaign of violence and intimidation has been mounted by the government and its security forces against the opposition and its supporters. There is no doubt that over one thousand people have been killed in addition to very large numbers of people who have been beaten, tortured, maimed, detained, or driven from their homes. In the circumstances, state hospitals have refused to accept opposition patients while many victims are in rural areas and are unable to get to any hospital. Physical intimidation is accompanied by other measures. Food supplies are controlled by troops; there are stringent restrictions on the movement of people; and access to rural areas, where much of the violence occurs, is very difficult. The entire opposition has gone into hiding since there are indiscriminate arrest warrants against every identified opposition member, in addition to those who have already been detained. 

The Zimbabwean government has also imposed limitations on the numbers of international election observers while total access has been denied to observers from western countries. 

It is rather regrettable that violence and intimidation in Zimbabwe have led Mr. Morgan Tsvangirai, to withdraw from the second round of the election for the presidency scheduled to take place on 27 June. We note that evidence point to the fact that Mr Tsvangirai won the most votes in the first round, and had strong prospects of victory in a second round if conditions were optimal for free and fair elections.

There is no doubt that the situation in Zimbabwe is not optimal for any credible, free, fair and legitimate election to take place. Evidently, against this background, Mr Tsvangirai concluded that he was withdrawing from the second-round election. 

The current conditions in Zimbabwe are not conducive for a free and fair vote. Any election in the country now would only deepen divisions and hatred. There have been too much violence and too much intimidation. Any vote held in these conditions would lack all legitimacy.

We therefore urge Zimbabweʼs neighbors, especially South Africa; regional organizations, especially the Southern African Development Community, and continental organizations, the African Union, as well as the United Nations Security Council to urgently use their leadership to bring peace and stability to Zimbabwe. The urgency of intervention derives from the fact that the situation in that country has broad, regional implications. The crisis is no longer an internal matter, but one that threatens regional peace and stability. There is no doubt that the situation in Zimbabwe represents the single greatest challenge to regional stability in southern Africa today. This is because the region's economic and political security is at stake, as is the very institution of elections in Africa. The government of Zimbabwe should be assigned the responsibility for the current crisis in the country.

We call on the Nigerian government to actively exploit its leadership role in Africa and make meaningful contribution towards bringing order to Zimbabwe. This is an important occasion for Nigeria to leave a positive impact on Zimbabwe while optimizing her role as a big brother to Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe has suffered enormously, especially in the last dozen years under Robert Mugabeʼs presidency. A once prosperous country has been bankrupted. A once vibrant society has been intimidated and cowed. In its place is a repressive regime, run for the benefit of a few, under which human rights abuses are the norm. We abhor the widespread and outrageous violations of the rights of Zimbabweʼs people.

The results of the Parliamentary election and of the first round of the Presidential election in March 2008, expressed a clear popular demand for change. The people of Zimbabwe deserve better than what they're getting. President Mugabe should accept the verdict of his people and stand down. 

We, therefore, urge President Mugabe to assume the role of a statesman, repent and step down for the good governance, peace and security of his country, and in this, way adopt and promote the ideals of democracy.

We expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in Zimbabwe and the impact of the situation in that country on the wider region. We therefore call on the Zimbabwean authorities, the people of Zimbabwe to co-operate fully with efforts to find a way forward through dialogue to allow a legitimate government to be formed which reflects the will of the people of Zimbabwe.
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