My dear National Director and friends of missionaries, 

I wish to express profound thanks and gratitude to all of you who have written in the last two weeks about the situation of the people of Haiti. News agencies have described it as the worst disaster ever and rescuers described it like a war zone. I am sure that in these days, we have all felt the presence and the proximity of so many people asking us questions and wanting to help Indeed, many of you have asked about the situation and whereabouts of Fr. Clarck de la Cruz our National Director and I know some of you have tried to contact him as I tried to do myself. This of course was impossible as communications are not functioning properly. I eventually got news of him yesterday through our friends at the national office of the Antilles and they would like to share with us the latest e-mail they received from Fr. Alain Laverne, the PMS Director for the Diocese of Nassau (The Bahamas) who himself is a Haitian and he wrote “Father Clarke - the Haitian PMS National Director has survived the quake. He is doing fine. Please continue to pray for the people of Haiti. Thanks a million”. Sadly, we know that His Excellency, the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince who was also the President of the Episcopal Commission for Missions: Mgr. Joseph Serge Miot, RIP died during the tragic quake. 
But amidst the so many images of suffering and tears of desperation and unmerciful pain, in the fallen masonry, from the crushed lives and limbs, the world was moved to brotherhood. So many speak about the resilience of the Haitian people and I am sure that we all smiled and cheered too as little Elisabeth, the 18 day old baby who spent 11 of those buried, was pulled from the rubble or maybe we applauded too with the rest of the world, as the images of 7 year old little Kiki with his crooked tooth that was exposed through his smile as broad as his outstretched arms, were flashed around the world, when he was being passed by the rescuers to the safe grasp of his sickly thin mother. These almost biblical scenes of joy are like the many others, not broadcast in the media, that are experienced by our missionaries and volunteers who are working there every day. Let us continue to ask the Lord to bless their efforts and give them strength. Their presence and work gives us the encouragement and strength to continue to hope that the people there can recover from this terrible tragedy. 
We have seen the wonderful spirit of solidarity and the generous aid that is arriving from all countries that bring relief to the people who have lost everything and I am sure that it will be a great comforted to them and to the missionaries to know that the entire international community is taking action in so many concrete ways. Thanks to this international coordination, the people there are able to take the first steps towards recovering hope as they weep for their dead and discover the numerous experiences of those who have lost everything they had. Over time, these different groups as well as the Church will continue to channel assistance towards a broader work of reconstruction. Here at the International Office, we have helped from our Emergency Fund and many of our own National PMS offices are also actively involved in this coordination to help in their own countries. As missionary animators and National Directors, we know that we join this fraternal crusade for the long haul and let us continue to encourage others to do so. This was so eloquently expressed by little the Holy Father Benedict XVI who wrote in a message dated January 16, sent to President Rene Preval of Haiti when he said: “The Catholic Church, through her institutions, beyond the great emotion that has been evoked, will continue to accompany those tried in this suffering and, in conformation with her efforts, will help them find the possibility of a hopeful future.”(Agenzia Fides 25/01/2010) 

So let us continue to pray for the well being all Haitians and especially for our brother Clarck and others who are suffering today.Our Fides agency has continued to give the information as it receives it and this is our official agency. 
Fr. Timothy Lehane Barrett svd 
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