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Recommendations to the Ministry for Human Rights 
The National Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP) believes that the issues of religious minorities are basically the national issues of Pakistan and the changes in the constitution, laws and polices have become necessary to ensure the restoration of the civil, political, social, cultural and economic rights for all citizens.

NCJP considers that a resolve of all present crises, economic, peace and security, etc. is possible in implementing the human rights frame work. For protection and promotion of the human rights including the rights of religious minorities following recommendations are put forward to bring Pakistan to the track justice, peace and prosperity.

Permanent Commissions for Human Rights and Minorities:
a) The government should constitute two independent and permanent Commissions for human rights and the other for Minorities, with the powers of a Tribunal, which can entertain complaints and a timely redress can be provided. 
b) An impartial and independent Commission of Inquiry should be constituted to study the situation of religious minorities and make recommendations to the Government and people of Pakistan with in 3-6 months.
c) UN Special Rapportuer on Religious Tolerance should be invited by the government of Pakistan to observe the state of affairs with regard to her mandate and the progress on recommendations made by the former Special Rapportuer after his visit 1995.
d) Until the complete repeal of Blasphemy Laws, an inquiry Commission should be constituted on urgent basis to assess the impact of blasphemy laws in the country and report it to the Parliament as well making recommendations to address the issue of the abuse of religion and law. 
Census: 

a) It must be ensured that all (ethnic, religious) minority communities are carefully listed and properly represented in the census data. Moreover a separate data should be made available to enable assessment of their economic, social and civic conditions e.g. employment, representation in public, civil, judicial services, housing and ownership.
b) Census data should be categorized into ethnic, religious, linguistic and cultural minorities, women, indigenous people and disabled persons. 

c) Census data should show the employment status, literacy rate, living conditions (Housing, Civic ownership), life expectancy, mortality rate and per capita income to guide the development focus of Governmental and Non-Governmental bodies. 
Economic rights (employment and other opportunities)
Affirmative measures should be taken to provide economic relief to all minorities through reservations of seats (quota) in Colleges, Universities and Government jobs at all levels, according to the principles of social justice.

Acknowledging diversity requires parity of citizens in laws

a) The speech of Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah to the Constituent Assembly on August 11, 1947 should be made part of the Constitution and the multi-religious, multi-cultural status of the Pakistani Society be acknowledged in the constitution.

b) In order to ensure that the constitution makes no preferences among citizens on the basis of religion and Article 2 & 2A, Article 31, Article 31 – D, Article 41, Article 203, Article 203 A-J, Article 227 and Article 260 must be repealed or modified to remove religious discriminations.

c) All discriminatory sections in the substantive laws such as 295-B&C, 298-A,B & C PPC (Blasphemy Laws), Qisas and Diyat (Shariat laws regarding homicide and blood money), Qanoon-e-Shahdat (Law of Evidence), Shariat Act 1991 and Hudood Ordinances should be repealed.

d) The policies styled on the religious basis should be abandoned e.g.  granting 20 extra marks for the ability to remember Holy Quran by heart (Hafiz), six months rebate to prisoners on learning Quran and visits of the Government functionaries to religious sites on the state expenses.

e) Family or personal laws for religious minorities in Pakistan should be reviewed by a competent and representative Review Commission to check injustices against minority citizens through abuse of these laws and procedures, to see that these personal laws comply with human rights standards and prevent the overriding effect of the personal law of the majority community.

f) Family laws should be enacted for Kalash and other communities who are not governed by any such laws. 

g) In order to vitalize the institution of family and stop malpractices and enable marriage without mandatory conversions, a Common Civil Code should be enacted to make it possible for the citizens to contract a civil marriage, interfaith or otherwise. 
h) The Government should sponsor a training / awareness campaign on the personal laws and customs of religious minorities for the subordinate judiciary and prosecution officers. Police training should include a course on the problems of religious minorities in order to sensitize them to be able to handle gross injustices to the minorities.

Biases in education policy and the curriculum

a) Syllabus should be free from all kinds of biases and discriminations.
b) Pakistan is a multi-religious and multi-cultural society; therefore religious study of a specific religion, as a compulsory subject should not be imposed, rather it should be optional subject. If necessary, proper arrangements should be ensured for all the religions.
c) Islamiat should be confined merely to a subject and inclusion of religious chapters in other subjects be avoided.
d) In other subjects, where religion is mentioned, it should not promote discrimination on the basis of religion, gender and ethnic. Instead strengthen global peace and inter-religious relations.
e) Changes in the syllabus should be incorporated with the objective of positive growth of the students and Historical facts should not be misreported.
f) Non-Muslim religious expertise/leadership should also be involved in the process of preparing syllabus.
g) The curriculum should be designed to impart modern scientific knowledge and the vision for a society based on principles of justice and fair play.
Religious Freedom

The Government should provide an equal ground for all religious communities in the media, education and other spheres of national life for propagation of their faith.

Protection of minorities

a) The culprits involved in the incidents such as destruction of Shanti Nagar, killings of the staff of Idara Aman-o-Insaf Karachi, Chianwali bomb attack etc. should be brought to justice without any delay.
b) The Government should take firm steps to improve law and order. The police and administration should be more careful and efficient in providing protection to the minorities and their institutions. 
Annexure: 

Key issues concerning Religious Minorities in Pakistan: an overview
Pakistan is a multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-linguistic and multi-ethnic society. The number of all non-Muslim minorities is about 8 million in a population of about 160 million (2007) with Muslim majority population. These minorities are: Christians, Hindus, Parsis, Sikhs, Behais, Ahmadis and scheduled castes. A major part of minority population is poor, illiterate, thus socially and economically marginalized.

Pakistan began as a democratic country but its legal framework is close to a theocratic state. The political structure of Pakistan is based on the parliamentary democracy but it is known as an Islamic country and Islam has been declared as the state religion.

The constitution of Pakistan does not explicitly recognize the national and ethnic minorities, in spite that it refers to religious minorities at quite a few places.

The constitution guarantees the right to freedom of belief; every religious denomination has the right to maintain its religious institutions and is exempted from payment of any special tax raised in the interest of a religion other than its own. No one can be required to receive instruction in a religion, or join a religious ceremony related to a belief other than his own but on the contrary there are several laws and regulations, especially the Articles and provisions of the constitution, which discriminate against religious minorities. While some provisions clearly treat Muslim citizens preferentially, the others just ignore the fact that Pakistan is a multi-religious society.

There are a number of regulations and policies concerning; syllabus for education institutions, government controlled media, concession for the inmates in jail, admissions and filling vacancies that are based on biases for religious minorities.

The properties belonging to minorities’ places of worship, shrines, graveyards, trusts etc. are being grabbed.

Girls belonging to minority communities are abducted and forcibly converted to Islam and state machinery often denies them justice. The personal laws of minorities need thorough review as they are a source of human rights abuses.

The minorities’ lives and properties are threatened as a reaction to events abroad. When the Babri Mosque was demolished in India many temples and churches were demolished in Pakistan. The institutions of the Christian community came under intense attacks after the September 2001 events.
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