Being Communiqué issued at the end of the National Meeting of Provincial Coordinators and Secretaries of Justice Development and Peace/Caritas Nigeria (JDP/Caritas Nigeria) held at Daughters of Divine Love Retreat and Conference Centre (DRACC), Sabon-Lugbe, Abuja 17th – 19th February 2009.

Preamble:

The national office of Justice Development and Peace/Caritas Nigeria with its Provincial Coordinators and Secretaries from the nine Ecclesiastical Provinces of the Catholic Church in Nigeria converged in Abuja the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), from Tuesday 17th – Thursday19th February 2009 for the first quarterly meeting for the year 2009. The meeting provided a platform for exchanges on the work of justice and peace in Nigeria and also provided an opportunity for reflections on the common experiences in the work of social evangelization. The state of the Nigerian nation was exhaustively deliberated upon and we resolved as follows:
1. Global Economic Recession – we are deeply concerned about the current global economic recession and the consequences it has unleashed on an already impoverished Nigerian population especially coming on the heels of the recent global food crisis. The inadequacies of the global financial system has been made manifest and the dangers of over dependence on our human capabilities without recourse to divine guidance and directions in our affairs has become more apparent. We call on relevant government agencies to identify and implement policies and programmes that have a significant cushioning effect on the Nigerian population.
2. Developments on the African Continent:  
i. We condemn in very strong terms the recent coup in Guinea Bissau and we commend our various sub-regional and regional authorities for taking prompt action to suspend this military junta from membership of ECOWAS and the African Union. We urge the international community to continue to mount pressure on these military adventurers until they return Guinea Bissau on the path of democratization. 
ii. In the same vein we condemn the recent outbreak of hostilities between government forces and rebels in the Democratic Republic of Congo. It is our hope and expectation that the arrest of rebel leader Daniel Nkunda will facilitate an expeditious return to peaceful and harmonious relations in that country.

iii. We commend the gradual return to normalcy in Zimbabwe and urge the principal actors in the recently formed unity government to bury their political differences and work towards ensuring the best attainable levels of welfare for our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe.

3. Appeal judgment in Ekiti State Gubernatorial Election petition – We very much welcome the delivery, in the course of our meeting, of the appeal judgment in the gubernatorial election petition in Ekiti State. A situation where this judgment is coming almost two years after the conduct of this election does not augur well for our democracy. We urge the presidency to immediately begin the process of implementation of the recommendations of the Electoral Reform Committee and to make the committee’s report available to all Nigerians. This will go to correct some of the negative aspects of our electoral process including the long delay in the disposal of election related matters.

4. Voters Registration Exercise – The recent decision by INEC to commence the 
process of voters’ registration is not in the overall interest of our democratization 
process. As currently constituted we doubt very much if INEC has the capacity 
and the capability to creditably carry out this exercise to the satisfaction of 
Nigerians and the international community. Once again we call on the presidency 
to immediately begin the process of implementation of the recommendations of 
the Electoral Reform Committee especially with regards to the appointment of 
electoral officers and the independence of INEC.
5. Constitutional Review – we very much welcome the renewed attempts to review 
 
the provisions of 1999 Nigeria constitution and do hereby pledge our support for 
the success of this exercise. We call on members of the National Assembly Joint 
Committee on 
Constitutional Review (JCCR) to bury their differences and 
work harmoniously towards fashioning a constitution that will stand the test 
of time and guarantee all Nigerians the best attainable levels of human dignity and 
overall respect for fundamental human rights.

6. The Situation of the Nigerian child – we note with dismay and with a lot of 
concern too the continuing degeneration of the situation of the Nigerian child. Our 
maternal mortality rates remain one of the highest in the world. Access to health 
care delivery is extremely limited especially in rural communities and our 
children continue to die in large numbers from preventable diseases. Many of the 
states have refused, failed or neglected to adopt the Child Rights Act and even 
those that have adopted this progressive piece of legislation have failed to 
implement its provisions. We call on relevant governmental agencies to 
demonstrate their commitment to the Nigerian people through the initiation 
of people oriented policies and programmes that will make 
the concerns of our 
children paramount.

7. The recent Jos crisis – The recent crisis in Jos which has occasioned significant 
but avoidable and unnecessary loss of lives and destruction of property is very 
unfortunate to say the least. This is particularly against the background of series 
of initiatives aimed at promoting dialogue and inter-religious harmony in this 
region of the country. We commiserate with the families that have lost loved ones 
and we pray that Almighty God will forgive them their sins and bring their souls 
to eternal rest.
8. Insecurity in the Niger Delta and attacks targeted at security operatives – we are 
deeply concerned about the deplorable security situation in the Niger delta 
region characterized by kidnapping of persons and subsequent demands for 
payment of ransom. We call on all genuine advocates of resource control to take 
advantage of the newly created Ministry for 
Niger Delta and to abandon all 
uncivilized forms of 
agitation which have tended to give us a negative image in 
the comity of nations. 
Similarly we are concerned about rising cases of attacks 
targeted at police officers and other security 
operatives and we call on the 
relevant authorities to adequately equip our security
men for the fight against 
crime and criminality in our country Nigeria.
9. Deplorable situation in our prisons – the living conditions of our prison inmates 
and the general situation in our prisons calls for immediate attention. Prison 
population continues to rise without a corresponding expansion of detention 
facilities. This is inspite of recent efforts on the part of the Federal Government to 
decongest our prisons. We are particularly disturbed by a situation where 
prisoners on death sentence spend inordinately long periods of time ranging from 
      ten - fifteen years waiting on death row. We passionately appeal to all the  

      principal actors in our criminal justice system to critically examine some of 
      the deficiencies in this system with a view to correcting this serious anomaly.

10. Gratitude to our partners – we remain grateful to all our partners who have over 
the years demonstrated their commitment to the work of justice and peace in 
Nigeria through the financial and technical support to our activities. We remain
      committed to 
the judicious utilization and application of all funds placed at our 
      disposal and will continue to do all that is possible to ensure that we maintain this
      mutually beneficial relationship. 
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