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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – 30 June 2009

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE

Instrumentum mensis Iunii

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus V – Numerus VI, Iunius A.D. MMIX

Thursday 11 June, Solemnity of Corpus Christi, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI presided Mass in the square in front of  his cathedral,  San Giovanni in Laterano, at the end of which he presided the Blessed Sacrament Procession to Saint Mary's Major Basilica where he imparted Eucharistic Benediction on the faithful present. 

On 19 June, in St Peter's Basilica, presiding the celebration of second Vespers on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, on the occasion of the 150th dies natalis of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, the Pope opened the Year of the Priesthood. The Holy Father's Letter announcing the Year of the Priesthood had been made public the day before, 18 June.

Sunday 21, Benedict XVI made a Pastoral Visit to San Giovanni Rotondo: first of all, at the church of Santa Maria delle Grazie, on a private visit, he venerated the earthly remains of Saint Padre Pio; then in the square in front of the church of San Pio da Pietralcina, he celebrated Mass; in the afternoon he visited patients and medical staff at the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza Hospital and finally had a meeting with local priests, men and women religious and young people in the church of San Pio da Pietralcina. 

Sunday 28 June, the Holy Father presided the celebration of First Vespers of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul in the Papal Basilica of St Paul outside the Walls, on the occasion of the closing of the Year of St Paul.. Monday 29 June in St Peter's Basilica he presided a Eucharistic Celebration concelebrated by thirty four new Metropolitan Archbishops on whom he imposed the Pallium, hitherto preserved on the tomb of St Peter.

Special audiences this month included: 6 June: the Community of the Pontifical French Seminary; 13 June: members of the Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice Foundation; 20 June: the Council of the Alcide De Gasperi Foundation; 25 June: participants at a R.O.A.C.O. Meeting; 27 June: the Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. This month the Pope received also: the Bishops of Venezuela, and the Bishops of Vietnam on ad limina visit; His Beatitude Ignace Youssif III Younan, Patriarch of Antioch of the Syrians, and the newly appointed Metropolitan Archbishops who received the Pallium on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

We recall two appeals launched by Benedict XVI: Sunday 14, at the end of Angelus prayer, the Pope expressed the wish that the next UN Conference and other meetings of international institutions might reach common agreements in order to secure a better future for humanity, for food security and a dignified standard of living; and, at the end of the general audience on June 24, he called for the release of all hostages mentioning especially Italian born Eugenio Vagni, a Red Cross worker in the Philippines. 

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 June 2009 – General Audience

6 June 2009 – Audience with the Community of the Pontifical French Seminary in Rome

7 June 2009 – Angelus

8 June 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Venezuela on ad limina Visit

10 June 2009 – General Audience

11 June 2009 – Solemn Mass and Eucharistic Process on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi

13 June 2009 – Audience with members of  Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice Foundation

14 June 2009 – Angelus

17 June 2009 – General Audience

18 June 2009 – Letter to announce the Year of the Priesthood 

19 June 2009 – Audience with the  Patriarch Antioch of the Syrians

19 June 2009 – Solemnity of the Sacred Heart: Second Vespers open of the Year of the Priesthood 

20 June 2009 – Audience with the Council of the Alcide De Gasperi Foundation

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Holy Mass

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Angelus

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Meeting with patients and medical staff 

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – meeting with priests, religious and youth

24 June 2009 – General Audience

25 June 2009 – Audience with participants at R.O.A.C.O. Meeting

27 June 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Vietnam on ad limina Visit

27 June 2009 – Audience with Delegation of Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople

28 June 2009 – Angelus

28 June 2009 – First Vespers for Feast of Saints Peter and Paul close the Year of St Paul

29 June 2009 – Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 

29 June 2009 – Angelus

30 June 2009 – Audience with Metropolitan Archbishops who received the Pallium 

30 June 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for victims of air disaster off Comores and victims of railway accident in Viareggio
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QUESTIONES
Year of St Paul - AFRICA/NIGERIA - “Living the Word of God in Nigeria - In the Footsteps of St. Paul”: Final Document from the Plenary Assembly of the National Missionary Council of Nigeria

Year of St. Paul - AMERICA/PERU - V Eucharistic Symposium for the close of the Year of St. Paul, on his Eucharistic message

Year of the Priesthood  - AFRICA/KENYA - “This is the year to rediscover our priestly vocation ” Cardinal Njue says on the occasion of the opening of the Year of the Priesthood

Year of the Priesthood  - AFRICA/MOZAMBIQUE - “A time to reflect on the beauty of the priestly ministry and the evils which tarnish it ”: Bishops of Mozambique issue Pastoral Letter for the opening of the Year of the Priesthood

Year of the Priesthood - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Letter from the Archbishop of Sucre to his priests: “The priestly vocation grows, develops, and remains faithful and fruitful, only in an intense relationship with Christ.”

Year of the Priesthood - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - In the Year of the Priesthood “Adopt a priest ” Prayer Campaign, to obtain for priests the spiritual strength necessary for the mission

Year of the Priesthood -  AMERICA/ECUADOR - Letter for Priests at the inauguration of the Year for Priests: “May we conform ourselves more each day to the image of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.”

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/CAMBODIA - The Year of the Priesthood opens at Saint Jean Marie Vianney major seminary in Phnom Penh in the presence of the Saint relics; intense programme of activities

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/CHINA - “Today as the Year of the Priesthood opens, let us pray for all our priests”: crowds of faithful attend initiatives in dioceses and parishes; new web pages, publications

Year of the Priesthood  - ASIA/CHINA - Prayers for the sanctification of priests and ordination of 5 deacons open the Year of the Priesthood in the diocese Shang Hai; initiatives in many other mainland dioceses

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/HONG KONG - Pastoral Letter from the Bishop of Hong Kong for the Year of Priestly Vocations and the closing of the Year of St Paul: priests can say with Mary “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord, be it done unto me has you have said”

Year of the Priesthood  - ASIA/MYANMAR - Solemn opening in Yangon of the Year of the Priesthood

Year of the Priesthood - EUROPE/POLAND - Czestochowa launches Year of the Priest website dedicated to priestly and religious vocations

Year of the Priesthood - EUROPE/POLAND - Catholic weekly Niedziela opens new Year of the Priesthood web site with texts of the Magisterium and testimony on the part of members of faithful on priests whom they have encountered in their lives

Year of the Priesthood - VATICAN - Year of the Priest offers priests a special opportunity for conversion, “ Christ’s manner of life may be the manner of life made ever more manifest in each one of us.” Letter from Archbishop Mauro Piacenza, Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/SINGAPORE - Archdiocese prepares for the Year of the Priest, following the example of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, pilgrim visitor to the parishes

Child Soldiers - EUROPE/ITALY - Sisters of the Sacred Heart and the Community of S. Egidio, help former child-soldiers in Uganda and Sudan rediscover their dignity and to reinsert themselves into society

Baptisms - ASIA/CHINA - At the Cathedral of Tian Jin: 208 baptisms on the vigil of the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China: in recent years, newly baptized shown to be younger and more learned

Communication - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - 11th Continental Encounter of the RIIAL: “The Church has the challenging task of entering in the world of technology, to work fearlessly in making the world a better place.”

Ecumenical dialogue - ASIA/INDIA – “Together we journey towards Christ”: different Christian denominations in India sign landmark agreement

Hunger – EUROPE/ITALY – Because the food crisis over one million people in the world suffer from hunger, rich countries also affected 

Youth - EUROPE/ITALY - “New Disciples of Emmaus Being Christians in the University”: 1,500 European university students to meet in Rome and visit the Pope

Youth - OCEANIA/SOLOMON ISLANDS - Diocesan Youth Day, in the spirit of WYD, in the example of Saint Paul

Migration - AMERICA/ECUADOR - Final Message from the IV Encounter of the “Plan Andino Hispano de Migraciones”: “Migration, is not simply another problem; it is a reason for hope and an opportunity to build a better world together, with greater brotherhood and solidarity.”

Migration - AMERICA/GUATEMALA - Meeting of the Episcopal Conferences of U.S.A., Mexico, Central America and Caribbean on migration: with this phenomenon, “inhabitants of different continents are moving, and along with them, mission must move.”

Migration - VATICAN - Migration and new forms of slavery: “The Church combats modern forms of slavery, through her convictions, teachings and activity, inspired by the Lord's Gospel of love and compassion and the dignity of every human person ”

Missionaries killed - AFRICA/SOUTH AFRICA - Austrian Mariannhill Missionary killed

Mission - VATICAN - In the footsteps of Matteo Ricci, “a Jesuit in the Kingdom of the Dragon

Continental Mission - AMERICA/PANAMA - “The Eucharist: Source and Summit of Our Mission,” theme of the 39th Eucharistic Congress, during which the Archdiocese will launch its Great Mission

Peace- ASIA/PAKISTAN - Christians in Pakistan pray for peace; pilgrimage to European shrines

Pontifical Mission Societies  – ASIA/PAKISTAN – Pontifical Mission Societies assist displaced persons in Swat Valley 

Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/UNITED KINGDOM - Pontifical Mission Societies in England and Wales re-focuses missionary work with launch of “Missio”
Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/ITALY - “Like Christ, faithful to the mission”: a campaign from the Pontifical Mission Societies for the World Day for the Sanctification of Priests

Pontifical Missionary Societies  - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Awareness campaign of the Pontifical Mission Societies, for the safeguarding of Creation and climate changes

Human trafficking – EUROPE/ITALY – First ever International Network of Women Religious to combat human trafficking; approved proposals include web page and World Day against Human Trafficking 

Violence - AFRICA/CONGO DR - Since 2007, one third of North Kivu's people have been evacuated and in neighboring South Kivu mass rapes continue. Who benefits from all this?

Violence - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Following the assassination of a catechist working in Social Ministry, the Church asks that civilians not be caught up in the conflict

Life  - AMERICA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - A message for Mother's Day from the Archbishop of Santo Domingo, reiterating his complete rejection of any attempts to impose a culture of abortion and other forms of death on the country

Life - EUROPE/SPAIN - Bishops' Declaration on the Abortion Bill: “We are speaking out in favor of a society that has the right to just laws that do not mistake injustices for rights.”

Vocation - ASIA/HONG KONG - Vocational Prayer Encounter widely attended; Year for Priestly Vocations to be inaugurated by Bishop Tong on July 1

SUPER QUESTIONES

ASIA/NEPAL - “Christians are worried and on guard, as a result of the NDA threats, however they do not lose hope and continue trusting in Nepal's society to overcome fundamentalism,” Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Nepal tells Fides

ASIA/CHINA - Year of the Priest: Testimony of Fr. Jin Feng Zhi, who now walks with a cane after 20 years of tireless work visiting the nearly 200 towns of his parish jurisdiction

VATICAN - Ave Maria: Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The Year of the Priesthood

ASIA/TURKEY - “The Year of St Paul has helped the faithful in Turkey to rediscover their Christian identity and given new impulse to ecumenism” Bishop Luigi Padovese, President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference, tells Fides

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Year of the Priesthood: identity and mission

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

See papal homilies, speeches and catechesis at  www.vatican.va
3 June 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI and the teachings of the monk Rabanus Maurus, who demonstrated “with the example of his life that one can be at the same time available for others without neglecting because of this an adequate time of reflection, study and meditation.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The monk Rabanus Maurus “knew how to stay in contact with the great culture of the ancient scholars and the Christian fathers during the centuries of the High Middle Ages...Maurus was extraordinarily productive. With his entirely exceptional capacity for work, he was perhaps the person who most contributed to maintaining alive the theological, exegetical and spiritual culture to which successive centuries would pay recourse.” During the General Audience on Wednesday, June 3, the Holy Father continued with his catechetical series on the great writers of the Eastern and Western Churches in the Middle Ages, this time reflecting on Rabanus Maurus.

Born in Magonza around 780, Rabanus entered monastic life as a Benedictine, at a very young age, adding the name of Maurus. “The extraordinary culture that distinguished Rabanus Maurus very quickly brought the attention of the greats of his time. He became a counselor of princes. He committed himself to guaranteeing the unity of the empire, and on a wider cultural level, he never denied one who asked for a well-thought-out answer, preferentially inspired in the Bible and in the texts of the holy fathers. Despite the fact that he was first elected abbot of the famous monastery of Fulda, and afterward archbishop of his native city of Mainz, he did not leave aside his studies, demonstrating with the example of his life that one can be at the same time available for others without neglecting because of this an adequate time of reflection, study and meditation. In this way, Rabanus Maurus became an exegete, philosopher, poet, pastor and man of God,” the Pope explained.

His works fill six volumes of the "Patrologia Latina" of Migne. He probably composed one of the most beautiful and well-known hymns of the Latin Church, the "Veni Creator Spiritus"; his first theological work is expressed in the form of poetry and had as a theme the mystery of the holy cross, “conceived to propose not only conceptual content, but also exquisitely artistic motivations using both the poetic form and the pictorial form within the same manuscript codex.” Rabanus Maurus was aware of the need to not only use mind and heart but also sentiment in the experience of the faith. “This is important: The faith is not only thought; it touches the whole being. Given that God made man with flesh and blood and entered into the tangible world, we have to try to encounter God with all the dimensions of our being. In this way, the reality of God, through faith, penetrates in our being and transforms it. For this reason, Rabanus Maurus concentrated his attention above all on the liturgy, as the synthesis of all the dimension of our perception of reality,” the Pope said. Rabanus, thus, was committed to “introduce to his contemporaries, but above all to the ministers (bishops, priests and deacons), to the understanding of the profound theological and spiritual significance of all the elements of the liturgical celebration. In this way, he tried to understand and present to the others the theological meanings hidden in the rites, paying recourse to the Bible and the tradition of the fathers.”

He dedicated his entire life to the Word of God. He wrote exegetical explanations for almost all of the biblical books of the Old and New Testaments with a clearly pastoral objective. “His sharp pastoral sensibility carried him afterward to confront one of the problems that most interested the faithful and sacred ministers of his time: that of penance. He compiled 'Penitentials' -- that's what he called them -- in which, according to the sensibilities of the age, he enumerated the sins and their corresponding penance, using, in the measure possible, motivations taken from the Bible, of the decisions of the councils, and of the decrees of the popes.” In various pastoral works, “Rabanus explained to simple people and to the clergy of his own diocese the fundamental elements of Christian faith: They were a type of small catechisms.”

The Holy Father concluded his catechesis by highlighting the relevance of Rabano Mauro's thought: “while at work, with its frenetic rhythms, and during vacation, we have to reserve moments for God. We have to open our lives up to him, directing a thought to him, a reflection, a brief prayer. And above all, we mustn't forget that Sunday is the day of Our Lord, the day of the liturgy, the day to perceive in the beauty of our churches, in the sacred music and in the Word of God, the same beauty of our God, allowing him to enter into our being. Only in this way is our life made great; it is truly made a life.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2009)
6 June 2009 – Audience with the Community of the Pontifical French Seminary in Rome

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells professors and students of the Pontifical French Seminary: “The task of forming priests is a delicate mission. Seminary formation is demanding, as a part of the people of God will be entrusted to the pastoral care of the future priests, a people that Christ has saved and for whom He gave His own life.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI received the professors and students of the Pontifical French Seminary in Rome on June 6, as the institution, having been run for years by the Holy Ghost Fathers, is now to pass under the aegis of the Conference of Bishops of France. “I am delighted to receive you on this occasion of the celebrations that mark an important moment in the history of the Pontifical French Seminary of Rome,” the Pope said at the beginning of his address. “The Holy Ghost Fathers, who have directed the school since its foundation, now pass on the management after 150 years, to the French Bishops Conference. We should give thanks to the Lord for the work accomplished by this institution, founded in 1853, where some 5,000 seminarians have been prepared for their future vocations.” 

The Holy Father praised the work of the Holy Ghost Fathers and Brothers, entrusting the “apostolates that the Congregation founded by the Venerable Fr. Liberman conserves and carries out throughout the world – especially in Africa – rooted in their charism that has not lost any of its strength and relevance.”

Benedict XVI then highlighted that “the task of forming priests is a delicate mission. Seminary formation is demanding, as a part of the people of God will be entrusted to the pastoral care of the future priests, a people that Christ has saved and for whom He gave His own life. Seminarians should recall that the Church is demanding with them because they will have to care for those that Christ has drawn to Himself at a high cost.” Mentioning the many attitudes required of future priests, the Holy Father highlighted that in order to acquire these virtues, “the candidates to the priesthood should not only be a testimony to their formators, but they should – more importantly – be the first to receive these qualities lived and spread by those in charge of their maturation...Those whose duty it is to discern and form [seminarians] must remember that the hope they place in others is, first and foremost, a duty they themselves must shoulder.”

On the eve of the inauguration of the Year of the Priest, the new group of priest formators from the French Bishops' Conference are being given, “along with the entire Church, the possibility of delving deeper into the identity of the priest, mystery of grace and mercy,” Benedict XVI said, quoting Cardinal Suhard and recalling the figure of the Cure of Ars, with the hope that it will be “a vocational call to many young Christians in France who seek a meaningful and fruitful life at the service of God's love!”

Lastly, the Pope expressed his hope that “during the period they spend in Rome, the seminarians may familiarize themselves with the history of the Church, discovering the true dimensions of her catholicity and her living unity around Peter's Successor, and always maintaining love for the Church alive in their hearts.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2009)

7 June 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope at the Angelus: “The 'name' of the Most Holy Trinity is in a certain way impressed upon everything that exists, because everything that exists, down to the least particle, is a being in relation, and thus this God-relation shines forth, ultimately creative Love shines forth.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today we contemplate the Most Holy Trinity as it was made know to us by Jesus. He revealed to us that God is love 'not in the unity of a single person, but in the Trinity of a single substance' (Preface): the Trinity is Creator and merciful Father; Only Begotten Son, eternal Wisdom incarnate, dead and risen for us; it is finally the Holy Spirit, who moves everything, cosmos and history, toward the final recapitulation.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the faithful gathered in Saint Peter's Square, prior to the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday, June 7, Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity.

“Three Persons who are one God because the Father is love, the Son is love, the Spirit is love. God is love and only love, most pure, infinite and eternal love. The Trinity does not live in a splendid solitude, but is rather inexhaustible font of life that unceasingly gives itself and communicates itself. We can in some way intuit this, whether we observe the macro-universe: our earth, the planets, the stars, the galaxies; or the micro-universe: cells, atoms, elementary particles. The 'name' of the Most Holy Trinity is in a certain way impressed upon everything that exists, because everything that exists, down to the least particle, is a being in relation, and thus God-relation shines forth, ultimately creative Love shines forth. All comes from love, tends toward love, and is moved by love, naturally, according to different grades of consciousness and freedom,” the Pope explained.

After quoting Psalm 8: “O Lord, our Lord, / how wondrous is your name over all the earth!” (Psalm 8:2), Benedict XVI highlighted that “the strongest proof that we are made in the image of the Trinity is this: only love makes us happy, because we live in relation, and we live to love and be loved. Using an analogy suggested by biology, we could say the human “genome” is profoundly imprinted with the Trinity, of God-Love.” Lastly, he called upon the intercession of the Virgin Mary, who “accepted the will of the Father and conceived the Son by the work of the Holy Spirit,” and is thus, “mirror of the Most Holy Trinity,” asking that she help us to grow in the faith of the Trinitarian mystery. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 08/06/2009)

8 June 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Venezuela on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Venezuelan Bishops on their Ad Limina visit: “I therefore encourage you to increase initiatives that aim to make the figure and message of Jesus Christ known in all their fullness and beauty. To this end, apart from sound doctrinal formation of the People of God, it is important to encourage lives of profound faith and prayer.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The challenges you have to face in your pastoral work are increasingly numerous and difficult, and have recently been further augmented by a serious worldwide economic crisis. Nonetheless, the present moment also offers many authentic reasons for hope...just as He did with the disciples of Emmaus, the risen Lord also walks at our side infusing us with His Spirit of love and strength, that we may open our hearts to a future of hope and eternal life.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing the Bishops of the Venezuelan Bishops' Conference, whom he received in an audience for their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit, June 8.

“You have before you, dear Brothers, an exhilarating task of evangelization and you have begun the 'Mission for Venezuela,' in keeping with the Continental Mission promoted by the Fifth General Conference of the Episcopate of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in the Brazilian city of Aparecida,” the Pope said, recalling that “these are also times of grace for those who dedicate themselves entirely to the cause of the Gospel.” The Pontiff then exhorted the Bishops to trust in the Lord, and “to increase initiatives that aim to make the figure and message of Jesus Christ known in all their fullness and beauty. To this end, apart from sound doctrinal formation of the People of God, it is important to encourage lives of profound faith and prayer.” Benedict XVI also highlighted “the need for the Bishops' spiritual life,” in that “the pastoral ministry should be a coherent reflection of Jesus, Servant of God, showing all the fundamental importance of faith, as well as the need to give priority of place to the vocation of sanctity.”

Continuing with his address, the Pope mentioned that “in order to carry out fruitful pastoral activity it is indispensable that there be close affective and effective communion among the pastors of the People of God...which today as always must be visibly promoted and expressed. Fruit of this communion, as well, is the special attention towards priests, who should be treated with closeness and fraternal friendship.” Benedict XVI then encouraged the Bishops of Venezuela to “redouble efforts to encourage pastoral zeal among priests, and especially during this forthcoming Year for Priests...in addition to the interest that should be taken in the Diocesan Seminary, to encourage an attentive and competent selection and formation of those who are called to be pastors of the People of God, without sparing human or material resources.”

In concluding his address, the Holy Father exhorted the Bishops to care for the laity, who, “as disciples and missionaries of Christ, as called to illumine and organize temporal realities so as to respond to the loving plan of God. Thus, there is a need for a mature laity that bears staunch witness to its faith and feels the joy of belonging to the Body of Christ, to which they must offer, among other things, adequate knowledge of the Social Doctrine of the Church.” Lastly, he encouraged them “continue to support the many charitable initiatives of the Church in Venezuela,” for those most in need and he assured them of “my support, along with my solicitude and spiritual closeness.” Before imparting his apostolic blessing, Benedict XVI invoked the protection of Our Lady of Coromoto, who is so beloved to the people of Venezuela. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2009)

10 June 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Catechesis of Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “All of the theological thought of John Scotus turns into the clearest demonstration of the attempt to express the explainable of the inexplicableness of God, basing itself solely on the mystery of the World made flesh in Jesus of Nazareth.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The thought and work of John Scotus Erigena were the focus of the catechesis give by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the General Audience on June 10, which took place in Saint Peter's Square. “A notable thinker of the Christian West,” little is known of the origins of John Scotus Erigena. He certainly came from Ireland, where he was born at the beginning of the 9th century, but we don't know when he fully became a part of that cultural world that was arising in 9th century France. His death, scholars say, must have occurred around the year 870. “John Scotus Erigena had a firsthand patristic culture, as much Greek as Latin: He directly knew the writings of the Latin and Greek fathers,” the Pope said. “He showed particular attention to St. Maximus the Confessor, and above all, to Dionysius the Areopagite... classified him as "divine author" par excellence; his writings were, therefore, an eminent source for his thought.”

At the end of the Carolingian era, the works of John Scotus Erigena were forgotten, mainly due to a censure on the part of ecclesiastical authority. Benedict XVI highlighted, however, that “his personal subjective intentions were always orthodox” and in the works that still exist, “he develops stimulating theological and spiritual reflections, which could bring about interesting developments, even for contemporary theologians,” especially “on the duty to exercise an appropriate discernment about that which is presented as 'auctoritas vera,' or on the commitment to continue seeking the truth as long as an experience of the silent adoration of God is not attained.”

John Scotus Erigena affirms that “we cannot speak of God starting from our inventions, but rather from what God himself says about himself in sacred Scripture. Given that God only speaks the truth, Scotus Erigena is convinced...that true religion and true philosophy coincide.” Scripture, the Irish theologian says, “as it comes from God, would not have been necessary if man had not sinned. Therefore, it must be deduced that Scripture was given by God with a pedagogical intention and lowering himself so that man could recall all that had been stamped on his heart from the moment of his creation...and that the original fall had made him forget.”

Some hermeneutical consequences are derived regarding the way to interpret Scripture, the Holy Father said: “It is a matter, in fact, of discovering the meaning hidden in the sacred text and this supposes a particular interior exercise thanks to which reason opens itself to the sure path leading to truth. This exercise consists in cultivating a constant readiness for conversion. To arrive deeply to the vision of the text, it is necessary to advance simultaneously in the conversion of the heart and in the conceptual analysis of the biblical page, whether it be of cosmic, historical or doctrinal character. Only thanks to the constant purification, as much of the eyes of the heart as of the eyes of the mind, can the exact understanding be achieved. This arduous path, demanding and exciting, made up of continuous conquests and relativations of human knowledge, brings the intelligent creature toward the threshold of the divine Mystery, where all notions verify their own weakness and incapableness and lead, therefore, to going beyond -- with the simple, free and sweet force of the truth -- all that is continuously reached. The adoring and silent recognition of the Mystery, which flows into unifying communion, is revealed therefore as the only path for a relationship with the truth that is at the same time the most intimate possible and the most scrupulously respectful of the otherness.” Benedict XVI concluded his catechesis with this point: “all of the theological thought of John Scotus turns into the clearest demonstration of the attempt to express the explainable of the inexplicableness of God, basing itself solely on the mystery of the World made flesh in Jesus of Nazareth. The numerous metaphors used by him to indicate this ineffable reality show up to what point he is aware of the absolute incapacity of the terms with which we speak of these things. And, nevertheless, there remains this enchantment and this atmosphere of authentic mystical experience in his texts that sometimes can almost be tangibly felt.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2009)

11 June 2009 – Solemnity of Corpus Christi: Solemn Mass and Eucharistic Procession 

VATICAN - Pope on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi: “Nourished by Christ, as His disciples we receive the mission to be 'the soul' of our city, yeast for renewal, bread 'broken' for all, especially for those living in situations of difficulty, poverty, and spiritual and physical suffering.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, June 11, the Holy Father Benedict XVI celebrated the Mass on the esplanade in front of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, later presiding the Eucharistic Procession that passed down the Via Merulana, making its way to the Basilica of Saint Mary Major, where he gave the Eucharistic Blessing. Here are several passages from the Holy Father's homily on “This is my Body; this is my Blood.”

“This is my Blood.” There is a clear reference here to sacrificial words of Israel. Jesus presents himself as the true and definitive sacrifice, in which the expiation of sins takes place and which, in the rites of the Old Testament, had not yet been completely fulfilled. This expression is followed by another two important phrases. First of all, Jesus says that His Blood is “shed for many” with an understandable reference to the hymns of the [Suffering] Servant, found in the Book of Isaiah (Cf. Cap. 53). Adding 'blood of the covenant,' Jesus showed that through his death, the prophesy of the new covenant based on the fidelity and infinite love of His Son becoming man, is realized...it was during the Last Supper that He established this new covenant with His disciples and with humanity, confirming it not with the sacrifices of animals, as in the past, but with His own Blood, which became the “Blood of the New Covenant.” Thus, He established it upon His own obedience, which was stronger, as I have said, than all our sins. 

This is seen in the Second Reading, taken from the Letter to the Hebrews, in which the sacred writer declares that Jesus is the 'mediator of the New Covenant' (9:15). He has become this thanks to His Blood, or to be more precise, thanks to His self-immolation, which gives complete value to the shedding of His Blood. On the Cross, Jesus is both victim and priest: worthy victim of God as He is without stain and High Priest who offers Himself, under the impulse of the Holy Spirit, and intercedes for all humanity. The Cross is, therefore, the mystery of love and salvation, which purifies us – as the Letter to the Hebrews says – from the “dead works,” that is from sins, and sanctifies us by engraving the New Covenant in our hearts. The Eucharist, in renewing the sacrifice of the Cross, enables us to live faithfully in communion with God...Your numerous presence here, dear friends, shows that our community, characterized by a plurality of cultures and diverse experiences...God makes it His People, as the One Body of Christ, thanks to our sincere participation at the double altar of the Word and the Eucharist. Nourished by Christ, as His disciples we receive the mission to be 'the soul' of our city, yeast for renewal, bread 'broken' for all, especially for those living in situations of difficulty, poverty, and spiritual and physical suffering. We become witnesses of His love.

I speak to you in particular, my dear priests, who Christ chose so that together with him you can live your life in sacrifice and praise for the salvation of the world. Only through union with Christ will you be able to draw on a spiritual wealth that generates hope for your pastoral ministry. St. Leo Magnus reminds us that our participation in the Body and Blood of Christ only aims to become what we receive’ (Sermo 12, De Passione 3,7, PL 54). If this is true for every Christian, it is to an even greater degree for us priests. Being Eucharist! This must be our constant desire and duty so that the sacrifice of our existence accompanies our offering of the Body and Blood of Christ at the altar. Every day, from the Body and Blood of the Lord we find that free and pure love that renders us worthy ministers of the Christ and witnesses of its joy. It is this that the faithful expect in a priest: the example of an authentic devotion for the Eucharist; they love to see him spend long moments of silence and adoration in front of Jesus as did Saint Curato d' Ars, who we will particularly remember during the imminent Year for Priests...Aware of the fact that we are unworthy because of our sins, but in need of being nourished by the Love that the Lord offers us in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, we renew our faith this evening in the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. We should never take our faith for granted! Today there is a risk of insidious secularization, even inside the Church. This could translate into a formal but empty Eucharistic worship, in celebrations lacking that involvement of the heart which finds expression in veneration and respect for the liturgy. There is always a strong temptation to reduce prayer to superficial and hurried moments, allowing ourselves to be overcome by earthly activities and concerns...With the Eucharist, heaven comes down to earth, God's tomorrow descends into the present moment and time is, as it were, embraced by divine eternity.

Dear brothers and sisters, as is the case every year, at the end of the Mass, we will have the traditional Eucharistic Procession and we will elevate, with prayers and songs, a chorus of invocations to the Lord present in the Consecrated Host. We will ask the Lord in the name of the entire city: Stay with us, Jesus, make us a gift of Yourself and give us the bread that nourishes us for eternal life. Free this world from the poison of evil, from the violence and hatred that pollute people's consciences, purify it with the power of Your merciful love. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2009)

13 June 2009 – Audience with members of  Centesimus Annus – Pro Pontifice Foundation

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice Foundation: “the financial crisis shows in a clear way how the economic and financial paradigms that have been dominant in recent years must be rethought”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The financial crisis that has struck the industrialized nations, the emergent nations and those that are developing, shows in a clear way how the economic and financial paradigms that have been dominant in recent years must be rethought. Your foundation has done well, then, to confront, in the international conference that took place yesterday, the theme of the pursuit and identification of the values and guidelines that the economic world must stick to in order to bring into being a new model of development that is more attentive to the demands of solidarity and more respectful of human dignity.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing members of the Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice Foundation, whom he received in an audience on June 13, on the occasion of the annual meeting.

The Holy Father expressed his satisfaction at the topics addressed in the Convention held the previous day, especially “the interdependency between institutions, society and the market, beginning -- in accord with the encyclical 'Centesimus Annus' of my venerable predecessor John Paul II -- from the reflection according to which the market economy...can only be recognized as a way of economic and civil progress if it is oriented to the common good (cf. No. 43). Such a vision, however, must also be accompanied by another reflection according to which freedom in the economic sector must situate itself 'within a strong juridical framework which places it at the service of human freedom in its totality,' a responsible freedom 'the core of which is ethical and religious' (No. 42).”

Benedict XVI expressed his hope that the research developed by their work, “inspired by the eternal principles of the Gospel, will elaborate a vision of the modern economy that is respectful of the needy and of the rights of the weak.” He also mentioned that his next Encyclical on the vast theme of economics and labor will soon be published. “It will highlight what, for us Christians, are the objectives to be pursued and the values to be promoted and tirelessly defended, with the purpose of realizing a truly free and solidary human coexistence.” 

Lastly, the Pope noted with pleasure what the Foundation is doing on behalf of the Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies (PISAI), “to whose aim, an aim which you share, I attribute great value for an increasingly fruitful interreligious dialogue.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2009)

14 June – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope at the Angelus mentions: “'Corpus Domini' is a manifestation of God, an attestation that God is love” and “the hundreds of millions of persons who suffer from hunger...is an absolutely unacceptable reality that is hard to control”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the Sunday on which several countries celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi (or 'Corpus Domini), “ the feast of the Eucharist, in which the sacrament of the Lord's Body is carried solemnly in procession,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on the meaning of this feast, prior to the recitation of the Angelus. Addressing the faithful gathered in Saint Peter's Square, on June 14, the Pope highlighted that “'Corpus Domini' is a day that involves the cosmic dimension, heaven and earth. It evokes, first of all -- at least in our hemisphere -- this beautiful and fragrant season in which spring finally begins the turn toward summer, the sun shines brilliantly in the heavens and the wheat matures in the fields. The seasons of the Church -- like the Jewish ones -- have to do with the rhythm of the solar year, of planting and harvesting. This dimension comes to the foreground especially in today's solemnity, in which the sign of bread, fruit of earth and of heaven, is at the center. This is why the Eucharistic bread is the sign of him in whom heaven and earth, God and man, become one. And this shows that the relationship with the seasons is not something that is merely external to the liturgical year.”

After explaining that the Solemnity of Corpus Domini is “intimately linked to Easter and Pentecost: The death and resurrection of Jesus and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit are its presuppositions. It is, furthermore, linked to the feast of the Trinity,” Benedict XVI continued: “'Corpus Domini' is a manifestation of God, an attestation that God is love. In a unique and peculiar way, this feast speaks to us of divine love, of what it is and what it does...Love transforms every thing, and so we understand that the mystery of transubstantiation, the sign of Jesus-Charity, which transforms the world, is at the center of today's feast of 'Corpus Domini.' Looking upon him and worshipping him, we say: Yes, love exists, and since it exists, things can change for the better and we can hope...We all have need of this bread, because the road to freedom, justice and peace is long and wearisome.” The Pope then encouraged all to invoke the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the “Eucharistic Woman,” to learn from her “to continually renew our communion with the Body of Christ, to love each other as he loved us.”

At the close of the Marian prayer, the Holy Father mentioned the United Nations Conference on the economic and financial crisis and its impact on development, to be held in New York, June 24-26, praying that the participants and those responsible for the "res publica" and the fate of the planet, may be filled with “a spirit of wisdom and human solidarity...so that the current crisis is transformed into an opportunity to focus greater attention on the dignity of every human person and to promote an equal distribution of decisional power and resources, with particular attention to the number of those living in poverty, which, unfortunately, is always growing.” The Pope continued: “On this day in which we celebrate, in Italy and many other nations, the feast of 'Corpus Domini,' the bread of life, as I just mentioned, I would like to especially remember the hundreds of millions of persons who suffer from hunger. It is an absolutely unacceptable reality that is hard to control despite the efforts of recent decades. I hope, therefore, that at the upcoming U.N. conference and in the headquarters of international institutions the joint measures are taken by the entire international community and the strategic decisions are made -- which are sometimes difficult to accept -- that are necessary to ensure that everyone, in the present and the future, will have basic nourishment and a dignified life.” 

Benedict XVI then entrusted the Year for Priests, which will begin this Friday, Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, coinciding with the 150th anniversary of the death of the holy Curé of Ars: “May this new jubilee year be a propitious occasion to reflect on the value and importance of the priestly mission and to ask the Lord to make a gift of many priests to his Church.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2009)

17 June 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI's catechesis: “Indeed, Cyril and Methodius are a classic example of what is today referred to with the term 'inculturation': Each people should make the revealed message penetrate into their own culture, and express the salvific truth with their own language.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated his catechesis at the Wednesday General Audience on June 17, held in St. Peter's Square, to Saints Cyril and Methodius, “brothers of the same parents and in the faith, known as the apostles to the Slavic people.” Recalling their history, the Holy Father recalled how Cyril was born in Thessalonica in 826-827, the youngest of seven children. At age 14, he was sent to live in Constantinople to receive an education and be introduced into university subjects. After having rejected a brilliant matrimony, he decided to receive holy orders and became the librarian in the patriarchate. Shortly afterward, wanting to retreat from society, he hid himself in a monastery, but soon was discovered and entrusted with teaching sacred and profane sciences. In the meantime, his brother Michael (born around 815), after a career in public administration in Macedonia, abandoned the world around the year 850 to retreat to monastic life on Mount Olympus, in Bithynia, where he received the name Methodius.

Attracted by the example of his brother, Cyril also decided to leave teaching to dedicate himself to meditation and prayer on Mount Olympus. Years later (around 861), the imperial government entrusted him with a mission among the Khazars of the Azov Sea. Cyril, accompanied by his brother Methodius, lived for a long time in Crimea, where he learned Hebrew. Arriving in Constantinople, the two brothers were sent by Emperor Michael III to Moravia, to teach the Christian principles to the people of the area, who had abandoned paganism, in their local language. Their mission was soon met with success: they won a great sympathy among the people, but also the hostility of the Frankish clergy, who had previously arrived to Moravia and considered the territory as belonging to their ecclesial jurisdiction. To justify themselves, in the year 867, the two brothers traveled to Rome, where they were received by Pope Adrian II. “The Pope intuited that the Slavic peoples could carry out the role of bridge, contributing in this way to conserve unity between the Christians of both parts of the Empire. Therefore, he did not hesitate in approving the mission of the two brothers in the Great Moravia, welcoming and approving the use of Slavic in the liturgy,” Benedict XVI highlighted. While in Rome, Cyril became gravely ill and thus, wanted to consecrate himself totally to God as a monk in one of the Greek monasteries of the city, taking the monastic name of Cyril. He then pleaded with his brother Methodius, who in the meantime had been consecrated Bishop, not to abandon the mission in Moravia and to return to those peoples. He died on February 14, 869. The following year, 870, Methodius returned to Moravia and Pannonia (today, Hungary), where he again faced the violent ill-will of the Frankish missionaries who imprisoned him. When, in the year 873, he was liberated, he actively dedicated himself to the organization of the Church, attending to the formation of a group of disciples. The merit of these disciples was in overcoming the crisis that broke out after the death of Methodius, which occurred April 6, 885: “Persecuted and imprisoned, some of these disciples were sold as slaves and taken to Venice, where they were rescued by a functionary from Constantinople, who permitted them to return to the Balkan Slavic countries. Welcomed in Bulgaria, they were able to continue the mission began by Methodius, spreading the Gospel in the 'land of the Rus.' God, in his mysterious providence, in this way availed of the persecution to save the work of the holy brothers. From [this work], literary documentation also remains.” 

Summarizing the spiritual profile of these two brother Saints, Benedict XVI highlighted above all “the passion with which Cyril approached the writings of St. Gregory of Nazianzus, learning from him the value of language in the transmission of Revelation... Wanting to imitate Gregory in this service, Cyril asked Christ to speak in Slavic through him...Actually, already years before the prince of Moravia asked Emperor Michael III to send missionaries to his land, it seems that Cyril and his brother Methodius, surrounded by a group of disciples, were working on a project of collecting the Christian dogmas in books written in Slavic. Then it was clearly seen that there was a need to have new graphic signs that were more adequate for the spoken language: Thus was born the Glagolitic alphabet, which modified later, was designated with the name 'Cyrillic,' in honor of its inspirer. This was a decisive factor for the development of the Slavic civilization in general. Cyril and Methodius were convinced that the various peoples could not consider that they had fully received Revelation until they had heard it in their own language and read it with the characters proper to their own alphabet. To Methodius falls the merit of ensuring that the work began by his brother would not remain sharply interrupted. While Cyril, the 'philosopher,' tended toward contemplation, he [Methodius] was directed more toward the active life.” 

At the close of the catechesis, Benedict XVI quoted the Apostolic Letter Quod Sanctum Cyrillum of Pope Pius XI, in which he calls the two brothers as “sons of the East, Byzantines by their homeland, Greeks by origin, Romans by their mission, Slavs by their apostolic fruits,” and the Apostolic Letter Egregiae virtutis viri, in which Pope John Paul II declared them Co-Patrons of Europe, along with Saint Benedict. “Indeed, Cyril and Methodius are a classic example of what is today referred to with the term 'inculturation': Each people should make the revealed message penetrate into their own culture, and express the salvific truth with their own language. This implies a very exacting work of "translation," as it requires finding adequate terms to propose anew the richness of the revealed Word, without betraying it. The two brother saints have left in this sense a particularly significant testimony that the Church continues looking at today to be inspired and guided.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/06/2009)

18 June 2009 – Letter to announce the Year of the Priesthood 

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI's Letter to Priests proclaiming the Year for Priests

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI has issued a Letter to all priests, for the opening of the Year for Priests, on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 19, 2009), proclaimed by him on the 150th anniversary of the death of Saint John Mary Vianney, the Cure of Ars. 

In the Letter, the Pope highlights that the Year for Priests is “deepen the commitment of all priests to interior renewal for the sake of a more forceful and incisive witness to the Gospel in today’s world,” invites us to consider “the immense gift which priests represent, not only for the Church, but also for humanity itself,” highlighting “their apostolic labors, their tireless and hidden service, their universal charity...the courageous fidelity of so many priests who, even amid difficulties and incomprehension, remain faithful to their vocation.”

Benedict XVI then recalled the memory of his first parish priest, at whose side he esercised his ministry as a young priest, and the numerous fellow brother priests that he has met and continues to meet, even on his apostolic journeys to various nations, who are “generously dedicated to the daily exercise of their priestly ministry.” The Pope then recalled “the countless situations of suffering endured by many priests, either because they themselves share in the manifold human experience of pain or because they encounter misunderstanding from the very persons to whom they minister. How can we not also think of all those priests who are offended in their dignity, obstructed in their mission and persecuted, even at times to offering the supreme testimony of their own blood?”

There are also, sad to say, “situations which can never be sufficiently deplored where the Church herself suffers as a consequence of infidelity on the part of some of her ministers. Then it is the world which finds grounds for scandal and rejection. What is most helpful to the Church in such cases is not only a frank and complete acknowledgment of the weaknesses of her ministers, but also a joyful and renewed realization of the greatness of God’s gift, embodied in the splendid example of generous pastors, religious afire with love for God and for souls, and insightful, patient spiritual guides.” 

The teaching and example of Saint John Mary Vianney can offer a significant point of reference for us all: “The Curé of Ars was quite humble, yet as a priest he was conscious of being an immense gift to his people...He spoke of the priesthood as if incapable of fathoming the grandeur of the gift and task entrusted to a human creature...He seemed overwhelmed by a boundless sense of responsibility.”

He arrived in Ars, a village of 230 souls, warned by his Bishop beforehand that there he would find “religious practice in a sorry state.” He dedicated all his energy to the conversion of his parish, “The Curé devoted himself completely to his parish’s conversion, setting before all else the Christian education of the people in his care.” In the Letter, the Holy Father then invites the priests to ask the Lord “the grace to learn for ourselves something of the pastoral plan of Saint John Mary Vianney! The first thing we need to learn is the complete identification of the man with his ministry.” 

The Holy Cure of Ars, who made his parish church his home as soon as he arrived, “he regularly visited the sick and families, organized popular missions and patronal feasts, collected and managed funds for his charitable and missionary works, embellished and furnished his parish church, cared for the orphans and teachers of the 'Providence' (an institute he founded); provided for the education of children; founded confraternities and enlisted lay persons to work at his side.” To this proposal, the Pontiff highlighted the “sectors of cooperation which need to be opened ever more fully to the lay faithful. Priests and laity together make up the one priestly people,” recalling the “hearty encouragement” of the II Vatican Council to “be sincere in their appreciation and promotion of the dignity of the laity and of the special role they have to play in the Church’s mission.”

The Holy Cure taught the parishioners above all through the witness of his life: “ It was from his example that they learned to pray, halting frequently before the tabernacle for a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament...He was convinced that the fervour of a priest’s life depended entirely upon the Mass...the growing numbers of penitents from all over France would keep him in the confessional for up to 16 hours a day.” 

“From Saint John Mary Vianney we can learn to put our unfailing trust in the sacrament of Penance, to set it once more at the centre of our pastoral concerns, and to take up the “dialogue of salvation” which it entails. The Curé of Ars dealt with different penitents in different ways...In his time the Curé of Ars was able to transform the hearts and the lives of so many people because he enabled them to experience the Lord’s merciful love. Our own time urgently needs a similar proclamation and witness to the truth of Love: Deus caritas est (1 Jn: 4:8).”

Although he often trembled from a conviction of his personal inadequacy, to such a point that he even wished to withdraw from the responsibilities of the parish ministry, “with exemplary obedience he never abandoned his post, consumed as he was by apostolic zeal for the salvation of souls. He sought to remain completely faithful to his own vocation and mission through the practice of an austere asceticism...Aside from the actual penances which the Curé of Ars practiced, the core of his teaching remains valid for each of us: souls have been won at the price of Jesus’ own blood, and a priest cannot devote himself to their salvation if he refuses to share personally in the 'precious cost' of redemption.”

Benedict XVI then highlighted that “in today’s world, as in the troubled times of the Curé of Ars, the lives and activity of priests need to be distinguished by a forceful witness to the Gospel” and recalled how the Cure of Ars knew how to live out the “evangelical counsels” in his priesthood. “His poverty was not the poverty of a religious or a monk, but that proper to a priest: while managing much money (since well-to-do pilgrims naturally took an interest in his charitable works), he realized that everything had been donated to his church, his poor, his orphans, the girls of his “Providence”,[36] his families of modest means...His chastity, too, was that demanded of a priest for his ministry. It could be said that it was a chastity suited to one who must daily touch the Eucharist, who contemplates it blissfully and with that same bliss offers it to his flock...Saint John Mary Vianney’s obedience found full embodiment in his conscientious fidelity to the daily demands of his ministry.”

In the final portion of the Letter, the Holy Father said he wished to “invite all priests, during this Year dedicated to them, to welcome the new springtime which the Spirit is now bringing about in the Church, not least through the ecclesial movements and the new communities” and exhorted them to live in communion with the Bishop: “This communion between priests and their Bishop, grounded in the sacrament of Holy Orders and made manifest in Eucharistic concelebration, needs to be translated into various concrete expressions of an effective and affective priestly fraternity.[49] Only thus will priests be able to live fully the gift of celibacy and build thriving Christian communities in which the miracles which accompanied the first preaching of the Gospel can be repeated.”

At the end of the letter, the Pope mentioned how St. Paul, in recalling the closing of the Year of St. Paul, is “a splendid example of a priest entirely devoted to his ministry” and entrusted the Year for Priests to the Virgin Mary, asking her to “awaken in the heart of every priest a generous and renewed commitment to the ideal of complete self-oblation to Christ and the Church which inspired the thoughts and actions of the saintly Curé of Ars.” “Dear priests, Christ is counting on you. In the footsteps of the Curé of Ars, let yourselves be enthralled by him. In this way you too will be, for the world in our time, heralds of hope, reconciliation and peace!” This was the Pope's final exhortation. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2009)

19 June 2009 – Audience with the  Patriarch Antioch of the Syrians

VATICAN - The Pope addresses the Catholic patriarch of Antioch of the Syrians: “I pray incessantly for peace in the Middle East, especially for the Christians living in the beloved nation of Iraq”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I follow with satisfaction the full resuming of the functioning of your Synod and encourage efforts to promote unity, understanding and forgiveness, which you should always consider priority duties for the edification of God's Church. Moreover I pray incessantly for peace in the Middle East, especially for the Christians living in the beloved nation of Iraq, whose suffering I present every day to the Lord during the Eucharistic Sacrifice”. These words are part of the address given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to Catholic patriarch of Antioch of the Syrians, Ignace Youssef iii Younan, received in audience on 19 June. 

The Holy Father in his speech underlined: “Divine Providence constituted us ministers of Christ and Bishops of his one flock. Therefore let us keep the eyes of our heart set on Him, supreme Pastor and Bishop of our souls, certain that after placing on our shoulders the munus Episcopal, he will never abandon us”. The Pope went on to recall that in the course of the more than millennial history of the Syrian Catholic community, “communion with the Bishop of Rome has always continued hand in hand with fidelity to the spiritual tradition of the Christian East, and both form the complementary aspects of that unique heritage of faith which your venerable Church professes ”. Then Benedict XVI, after mentioning his homily for the Feast of Corpus Christi, in which he cited Saint Ephrem the Syrian, stressed that “it is the Eucharist which founds our different traditions in the unity of the same Spirit, rendering them a treasure for the whole people of God. May the celebration of the Eucharist, source and summit of ecclesial life, keep you anchored to the ancient Syrian tradition, which claims to possess the very language of the Lord Jesus and, at the same time, open for you the horizon of ecclesial universality!... May you therefore draw from the Eucharist, Sacrament of unity and communion, the strength to overcome the difficulties encountered by your Church in recent years, in order to rediscover the path of forgiveness, reconciliation and communion”.

Lastly the Holy Father recalled the opening of the Year of the Priesthood, and he said: “Today, we make our way spiritually to the foot of the Cross, with all your priests, to contemplate the One who was pierced and from whom we have received the fullness of grace. Mary the Blessed Virgin Mary Maria, Queen of the Apostles and Mother of the Church, watch over you, Your Beatitude, the Synod and the entire Syrian Catholic Church!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2009; righe 28, parole 409)

19 June 2009 – Solemnity of the Sacred Heart: second Vespers open  the Year of the Priesthood 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI opens the Year of the Priesthood: “To be ministers at the service of the Gospel, study is certainly useful, but even more necessary is the ‘science of love’ which can only be learned ‘heart to heart' with Christ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the solemnity of the Most Scared Heart of Jesus, Friday 19 June, in St Peter's Basilica the Holy Father, Benedict XVI presided the Celebration of second Vespers of the Solemnity on the occasion of the opening of the Year of the Priesthood to mark the 150th anniversary of the death of Saint Jean Marie Vianney. The celebration was preceded by an address given by Archbishop Mauro Piacenza, secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy, followed by a procession with the relics of Saint Jan Marie Vianney from the Chapel of the Pietà to the alter of the Confession and to the Choir Chapel. On arriving in the Basilica, the Pope stopped at the Choir Chapel to venerate the relics of the holy Curé d'Ars. 

“The Old Testament speaks 26 times of the heart of God, considered the organ of his will: compared with the heart of God man is judged – the Holy Father said in his homily during Vespers -. Because of the sorrow which his heart feels for the sins of man, God decides to send the deluge, but then moved by human frailty, he forgives… the heart of God trembles with compassion! On this solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Church offers for our contemplation this mystery, the mystery of the heart of a God who is moved and pours out his love upon humanity. A mysterious love which in the texts of the New Testament, is revealed to us as God's incommensurable passion for man. He does not surrender in the face of ingratitude nor even in the face of the rejection of the people he chose to be his own; indeed, with infinite mercy, he sends into the world his Only Son to take upon himself the destiny of love destroyed; so that, escaping the power of evil and death, he is able to restore the dignity of children of God, to human beings rendered enslaved by sin ”. 

After thanking the numerous people present for the Vespers to open the Year of the Priesthood, the Holy Father urged the faithful to contemplate the pierced heart of the Crucified Christ. “In the Heart of Jesus– the Pope said - is expressed the essential nucleus of Christianity; revealed and given to us in Christ, the revolutionary news of the Gospel: Love which saves us and allows us to live here and now in the eternity of God … His divine Heart calls to our own heart; inviting us to go out of ourselves, to put aside our human certainties and put our trust in Him, to follow his example, offering ourselves as a gift of unreserved love”.

Benedict XVI then recalled that of Jesus' call to "remain in his love" (cfr Jn 15,9) is addressed to every baptised Christian, all the more “does it resound even more powerfully for we who are priests, and especially this evening ”. Citing the Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 1589) the Pontiff underlined that priests are consecrated “in order to serve, humbly and authoritatively, the priesthood of the lay faithful ” and that their “mission is indispensable for the Church and for the world, which requires total faithfulness to Christ and unbroken unity with Him; that is, it demands that, like Saint Jean Marie Vianney, we strive continually for holiness”. The Pope then mentioned the Letter he has addressed to priests for this Jubilee Year, in which he highlights certain distinguishing aspects of the priestly ministry, referring to the example of the holy Cure d'Ars, and he said he hoped his Letter “will be of help and encouragement to make this year an opportunity to grow in intimacy with Jesus, who relies on us, his ministers, to spread and consolidate his Kingdom”. 

“Allow oneself to be totally captured by Christ! This was the goal of the whole life of Saint Paul, to whom we have turned our attention during this Year of St Paul which is now coming to a close– the Pontiff continued -; this was the goal of the whole ministry of the saintly Cure d'Ars, who we will invoke during this Year of the Priesthood; may this also be the principal objective of each of us. To be ministers at the service of the Gospel, study is certainly useful, but even more necessary is the ‘science of love’ which can only be learned ‘heart to heart' with Christ ”. 

The heart of Jesus pierced on the cross “is the source of Love” from which priests must never stray. “Even our frailty, our limits and failings can lead us back to the Heart of Jesus – the Pope continued -. If by contemplating Jesus, sinners learn the necessary ‘sorrow for sins' which leads them back to the Father, this is even more true for sacred ministers… we too dear priests, are called to conversion and to have recourse to Divine Mercy, we too should turn with sincere humility and incessant request to the Heart of Jesus to preserve us from the terrible risk of harming those whom it is our duty to save ”.

Concluding his homily, the Pope once again urged those present to follow the example of the saintly Cure d'Ars, “a heart enflamed with divine love, which is moved at the thought of the dignity of the priest and spoke to the faithful with words touching and sublime”, recalling that “the Church needs holy priests; ministers who help the faithful to experience God's loving mercy and to bear convincing witness to it ”. The Pope concluded: “May we be accompanied by the Blessed Virgin, our Mother, in the Year of the Priesthood which we open today, that we may be secure and enlightening guides for the faithful whom the Lord entrusts to our pastoral care”. The Celebration of Vespers, concluded with Eucharistic Adoration. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2009; righe 62, parole 908)

20 June 2009 – Audience with the Council of the Alcide De Gasperi Foundation
VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Council of the Alcide De Gasperi Foundation: “may the memory of his experience of government and his Christian witness be of encouragement and impulse for those who have in their hands the destiny of Italy and other peoples ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Formed at the school of the Gospel, De Gasperi expressed the faith he professed with concrete and coherent action. Spirituality and politics were two dimensions which lived side by side in his person and were the mark his social and spiritual commitment”. The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI said this in an address to members of the Council of the Alcide De Gasperi Foundation received in audience on June 20. “Spirituality and politics were so well amalgamated in him – the Pope said - that, wishing to know this esteemed statesman fully, we must go further than simply registering his political achievements, and consider his deep religious sensitivity and strong faith which vivified his thoughts and actions continually”. 

The Pontiff, tracing the fundamental events of the life of Alcide De Gasperi, said “in his day, overburdened with institutional duties, prayer and relationship with God always had an important place... Indeed the most chaotic and  turbulent moments marked the apex of his spirituality”. De Gasperi “honoured the Church and Italy ”, said Benedict XVI who recalling that the statesman was known for his  “moral uprightness based on unswerving fidelity to human and Christian values and for his serene moral conscience which guided every political decision”. Even when he faced difficulties and perhaps misunderstanding on the part of the ecclesiastic world, “De Gasperi's loyalty to the Church was unfailing … he was independent and responsible in his political decisions, never using the Church for political ends, never compromising with his upright conscience”. The Holy Father concluded: “may the memory of his experience of government and his Christian witness be of encouragement and impulse for those who have in their hands the destiny of Italy and other peoples ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 22, parole 320)

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Holy Mass

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in San Giovanni Rotondo recalls “Padre Pio offered everything to God, who used it freely to prolong the work of Christ” and warns of the “risk of activism and secularisation” which can lead to neglect “the truly necessary thing: listening to Christ in order to do the will of God ”

San Giovanni Rotondo (Agenzia Fides) – Sunday 21 June the Holy Father Benedict XVI made a pastoral visit to San Giovanni Rotondo. At 10am he arrived at the shrine of Santa Maria delle Grazie and, after being welcomed by the civil and religious authorities, he stopped for a moment of adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament, paid a brief visit to the cell where Padre Pio da Pietrelcina died, and to crypt of the Shrine to venerate the earthly remains of the holy Friar. At 10.45am in front of the church of San Pio da Pietrelcina, the Holy Father presided a Eucharistic Concelebration. At the beginning of his homily, speaking of the life and the holiness of Padre Pio da Pietrelcina, Benedict XVI recalled that the Eucharist, “was the mystery which constituted the centre of his entire existence: the origin of his vocation, the power of his witness, the consecration of his sacrifice ”. 

Commenting the Mass readings, the Gospel of the calmed tempest, a short passage of the Book of Job, and Psalm 106/107, the Holy Father said “in the Bible the sea is considered as a threatening element, chaotic, potentially destructive, which only God, the Creator, can command, govern and silence. There is however another force - a positive force - which moves the world and can transform and renew created beings: the force of the ‘love of Christ, - as St Paul calls it in the Second Letter to the Corinthians - : therefore not an essentially cosmic force, but instead divine, transcendent force…the solemn act of calming the stormy sea is clearly a sign of Christ's Lordship over negative powers and leads us to think of his divinity ”. The faith of the disciples is still weak, “it is still growing; it is a mixture of fear and confidence; whereas Jesus' trusting abandonment to the Father is total and pure. This explains why he sleeps during the storm, completely safe in the arms of God” the Pope explained, but he also underlined “there will come a time when Jesus will experience fear and anguish: when his hour arrives, he will feel upon himself the weight of the sins of humanity, like a great wave about to overwhelm, him… But even then Jesus does not doubt the power of God the Father or his closeness, even though he experiences to the full the abyss between hatred and love, between mistruth and truth, between sin and grace ”.

Benedict XVI went on to recall that one of the Saints “who lived this experience of Jesus intensely and personally” was Padre Pio da Pietrelcina. “The stigmata, which marked him in the body, united him intimately with the Crucified and Risen Lord. A true follower of Saint Francis of Assisi, like the Poverello, he made his own the experience of St Paul, as he describes it in his Letters: ‘I have been crucified with Christ, yet I live, no longer I, but Christ who lives in me’ (Gal 2,20); or: ‘so death is at work in us, life in you (2 Cor 4,12). This does not mean alienation, loss of personality: God never destroys what is human, instead he transform it with his Spirit and turns it to serve his plan for salvation. Padre Pio keeps his natural gifts, and even his temperament, but he offers everything to God who uses it freely to prolong the work of Christ: announcing the Gospel forgiving sins and healing the sick in body and spirit ”. The Pontiff went on to recall that Padre Pio, like Jesus, fought a radical battle “not against earthly enemies but against the spirit of evil”, using as protection "God's armour", "the shield of the faith" and "the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God " (Eph 6,11.16.17). 

Addressing the Capuchin Friars Minor, members of Padre Pio prayer groups and the faithful of San Giovanni Rotondo, Benedict XVI said: “you are heirs of Padre Pio and the legacy he left you is holiness … Padre Pio drew people to the path of holiness with his own testimony, indicating as an example the ‘track’ which leads to holiness: prayer and charity. Prayer first of all. Like all great men of God, Padre Pio had become himself a prayer, in soul and body. His days were a lived Rosary, a continual meditation and assimilation of the mysteries of Christ in spiritual union with the Blessed Virgin Mary … From prayer, as from a living source, there flowed charity. The love he carried in his heart and transmitted to others was filled with tenderness, always attentive to the real situations of individual persons and of families”. His special concern for the sick and the suffering inspire his project for a great work to "alleviate suffering", and the Pope underlined that the Institute cannot be understood if it is separated from its inspiring force, evangelical charity animated with prayer.

“ My dear friends, today Padre Pio calls our attention to all this, –Benedict XVI concluded -. The danger of activism and secularisation is ever present; therefore my visit also intends to confirm your fidelity to the mission inherited from your beloved Padre. Many of you, men and women religious, lay men and women, are so occupied with thousands requests for service to pilgrims, or the sick at the hospital, as to risk neglecting the most necessary thing: to listen to Christ in order to do the will of God. When you feel this danger near, look to Padre Pio: look at his example, his suffering; invoke his intercession, that he may obtain from the Lord for you the light and the strength you need to carry on his mission imbued with love for God and fraternal charity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 62, parole 943)

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus from San Giovanni Rotondo the Pope entrusts to the intercession of Our Lady and san Pio da Pietrelcina the Year of the Priesthood and launches an appeal in aid of refugees: “ Receiving them creates no few difficulties yet it is nonetheless our duty”

San Giovanni Rotondo (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of the Holy Mass celebrated in front of the church of San Pio da Pietrelcina at San Giovanni Rotondo, Sunday 21 June, the Holy Father Benedict XVI, led the recitation of the Angelus. “Here at the shrine of san Pio da Pietrelcina, we seem to hear his voice urging us to turn with the hearts of children to the Blessed Virgin Mary: ‘Love Our Lady and lead others to love her'. He said this to everyone and even more powerful than his words, was his exemplary testimony of profound devotion to the heavenly Mother” said Benedict XVI before the Marian Prayer. The Pontiff then recalled that Saint Pio “always nourished a tender love for the Blessed Virgin Mary” and lived “his life and his apostolate under the maternal gaze of Our Lady and the power of her intercession”. The Pope entrusted to the maternal protection of the Mother of God, the Capuchin Friars, the sick at the hospital and those who offer them loving care, and also the Prayer Groups which carry on the spiritual command of their Holy Founder in Italy and all over the world.

The Pontiff entrusted to the intercession of Our Lady and san Pio da Pietrelcina “the Year of the Priesthood … may it be a special occasion to highlight the value of the mission and the holiness of priests at the service of the Church and of humanity in the third millennium!” He invited those present to pray “for the difficult and at times dramatic situation of refugees. Yesterday was the World Refugee Day promoted by the United Nations. Many seek refuge in another country fleeing situations of war, persecution, calamities, receiving them creates no few difficulties yet it is nonetheless our duty. Please God, with commitment from everyone, may everything possible be done to remove the causes of this sad phenomenon.”

Lastly, after greeting the pilgrims who had gathered for the occasion, and thanking the civil authorities and all who helped to prepare the visit, the Pope said once again: “walk the path indicated by Padre Pio, the path of holiness according to the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Along this path the Blessed Virgin Mary with a maternal hand leads and guides you to the heavenly homeland ”.

The Pope then said a few words in Polish greeting participants at celebrations for the 1000th anniversary of the martyrdom of St Bruno di Querfurt “who today, at Giżycko, thank God for the gift of the faith carried to them by this great Missionary. May his efforts to build good relations between nations bear fruits of harmony and of zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 29, parole 448)

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – Meeting with patients and medical staff 

VATICAN - the Pope in San Giovanni Rotondo - “Being ‘reserves of love: this is the mission to which our Saint this evening calls you who, with different roles, form the great family of this Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza”

San Giovanni Rotondo (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of Sunday 21 June, in front of the monumental entrance of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza at San Giovanni Rotondo, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, addressed the patients, medical, paramedical and administration staff and family members.

“Every time we enter a hospital, our thoughts turn naturally to the mystery of sickness and pain, to the hope of healing and the inestimable value of good health, which we often only realise when it is lost – said Benedict XVI in his address -. In hospitals we have proof of the precious nature of our life and also of its fragility. Following the example of Jesus, who went all over Galilee, ‘healing people all sorts of sicknesses and infirmities (Mt 4,23), the Church, from the beginning, moved by the Holy Spirit, considered it a duty and a privilege to assist the suffering, cultivating preferential care for the sick ”.

At the beginning of his discourse the Holy Father recalled the reason which led Padre Pio to build the hospital [in 1956, today 1,000 beds]: his intention “was that in this medical centre people would have proof that the science of caring for the sick must never be separated from filial trust in God, infinite in his loving mercy".

With regard to the mystery of sickness and pain the Pope said “most existential questions remain humanly unanswered, since suffering constitutes an inscrutable enigma for reason. Suffering is part of the very mystery of the human person”. He then cited his Encyclical Spe salvi, where he affirmed " Indeed, we must do all we can to overcome suffering, but to banish it from the world altogether is not in our power. ..because we are unable to shake off our finitude and because none of us is capable of eliminating the power of evil…a constant source of suffering." (cfr n.36). And he continued: “The only person who can eliminate the power of evil is God. Precisely

because Jesus Christ came into the world to reveal to us the divine plan of our salvation, faith helps us penetrate the meaning of all that is human, hence also of suffering. There exists, then, an intimate bond between the Cross of Jesus - symbol of supreme pain and price of our true freedom - and

our own suffering, which is transformed and made sublime when lived with an awareness of God's closeness and solidarity. Padre Pio grasped this profound truth … at Casa Sollievo ne wished for ‘patients, doctors, priests to be reserves of love, and the more abundant the love, the more it will be communicated to others.” 

Benedict XVI concluded: “Being ‘reserves of love: This, dear brothers and sisters, is the mission to which our Saints calls you who, with different roles, form the great family of this Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza. May the Lord help you to carry on the project launched by Padre Pio with the contribution of each and all”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 34, parole 493)

21 June 2009 – Pastoral Visit to  S. Giovanni Rotondo – meeting with priests, religious and youth

VATICAN - The Pope in San Giovanni Rotondo - to priests, religious and young people: “Like Padre Pio, be faithful friends of the Lord Jesus, establishing with Him a daily relationship through prayer and listening to his Word, assiduous reception of the Sacraments and cordial membership of his family, the Church”

San Giovanni Rotondo (Agenzia Fides) – The last appointment of the pastoral visit of the Holy Father Benedict XVI at San Giovanni Rotondo, in the afternoon of Sunday 21 June, was with the local clergy, men and women religious and young people gathered in the church of San Pio da Pietrelcina. “Here, in San Giovanni Rotondo, everything speaks of the holiness of the humble friar and zealous priest, who this evening urges us to open our hearts to God's mercy; he exhorts us to be saints, that is sincere and true friends of Jesus,” the Pope said in his address.

Mentioning the Year of the Priesthood which has just opened, the Pope said “like the Cure of Ars, Padre Pio reminds us of the dignity and the responsibility of the priestly ministry … From his love for the Eucharist flowed, like the Cure of Ars, total readiness to listen to the faithful, sinners especially. Moreover, if St Jean Marie Vianney, in tormented and difficult times, sought in every way, to help his people rediscover the significance and the beauty of sacramental penance, for the holy Friar of Gargano, caring for souls and conversion of sinners was a longing which consumed him until his death. How many changed their way of life thanks to his patient priestly ministry; how many long hours spent in the confessional! Like the Cure of Ars, it is precisely the ministry of confessor which constitutes the greatest title of glory and distinctive trait of this saintly Capuchin Friar. How can we fail to realise the importance of participating devoutly at the Eucharistic celebration and receiving frequently the sacrament of Confession? In particular, the sacrament of Penance needs to be valorised more, and priests should never be resigned to seeing their confessionals empty or disaffection among the faithful for this extraordinary source of serenity and peace”.

Another great teaching of Padre Pio concerned the value and necessity of prayer, “he prayed always and everywhere with humility, confidence and perseverance ”. The Holy Father said, addressing not only priests, but all Christians, religious men and women in particular: “At times we can be discouraged to see the weakening and even the loss of faith, in our secularised societies. Certainly it is necessary to find new channels for communicating the truth of the Gospel to the men and women of our day, but since the essential content of the Christian message is always the same, it is necessary to return to its original source, to Jesus Christ, who is ‘the same, yesterday, today and for ever" (Heb 13,8). From the human and spiritual vicissitudes of Padre Pio we learn that only a soul intimately united with the Crucified Christ can transmit even to those who are distant, the joy and the richness of the Gospel. Love for Christ is inevitably linked with love for his Church, guided and animated with the power of the Holy Spirit, and in which each of us has a role and a mission. Dear priests, dear men and women religious, diverse are the tasks entrusted to you and the charisma which you interpret, but one must always be the spirit with which they are undertaken so that your presence and your work among the Christian people, may be eloquent testimony of the primacy of God in your lives”. 

The Holy Father reserved the last part of his discourse for the young people: “I am aware of the difficulties you face, dear boys and girls, which threaten to suffocate the enthusiasm typical of your age. Among these difficulties I mention in particular the phenomenon of unemployment, which affects many young people in southern Italy. Never lose heart!... The Church will never abandon you. And you cannot abandon the Church! Your contribution is necessary to build authentic living Christian communities and societies which are more just and open to hope. And if you wish to have a "great heart", imitate Jesus”. The Pope concluded with this exhortation addressed to everyone present: “Like Padre Pio, be faithful friends of the Lord Jesus, establishing with Him a daily relationship through prayer and listening to his Word, assiduous reception of the Sacraments and cordial membership of his family, the Church. This must be the basis of the programme of life for each one of you dear young people and you dear priests and men and women religious”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 49, parole 715)

24 June 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Catechesis of Benedict XVI: Saint Paul and the saintly Cure of Ars “differ considerable in the path of life which characterised them, however they have something fundamental in common: total identification with the ministry, their communion with Christ ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Why a Year of the Priesthood? Why commemorate the saintly Cure of Ars who apparently did nothing extraordinary?” These two questions were posed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI at the beginning of the general audience on Wednesday 24 June, held in St Peter's Square. “As we come to the close of the Year of St Paul– the Pope said in his catechesis -, dedicated to the Apostle of the nations, an extraordinary model of evangeliser who undertook several missionary journeys in order to spread the Gospel, this new Jubilee year invites us to think of this poor peasant boy who became a humble curate, carrying out his pastoral service in a small village. Although the two saints differ considerable in the path of life which characterised them – one went from region to region to announce the Gospel, the other cared for thousands and thousands of faithful without ever leaving his small parish -, nevertheless they have something fundamental in common: total identification with their ministry, their communion with Christ … The purpose of the Year for Priests, as I wrote in a letter addressed to all priests for the occasion - is therefore to encourage priests to tend ‘towards the spiritual perfection on which depends above all the effectiveness of the ministry, to help priests first of all, and with them the whole People of God, to rediscover and reinvigorate awareness of the extraordinary and indispensable gift of Grace which the ordained ministry represents for the one who has received it, for the whole Church and for the world, which without the presence of Christ would be lost.”

Underlining the profoundly changed “historic and social conditions compared with those in which the Cure of Ars found himself”, the Holy Father asked “how can priests imitate him identifying themselves with present day globalised societies ”. In fact in our day “the common vision of life includes less and less the sacred ” and “the Catholic understanding of the priest is in danger of losing its natural consideration, at times even within ecclesial consciousness”. Benedict XVI then mentioned two different concepts of the priesthood which today “confront and at times oppose one another”. The first, "a social-functional concept which defines the essence of the priesthood with the concept of 'service': service of the community, the exercise of a function … On the other hand there is the sacramental-ontological understanding , which naturally does not deny the priesthood's character of service, but sees it anchored to the being of the minister and believes that this being is determined by a gift granted by the Lord through the mediation of the Church, the name of which is sacrament ". Nevertheless “these two concepts are not counterposed ” the Holy Father explained, citing the Decreto Presbyterorum ordinis Decree of Vatican II which states: " Through the apostolic proclamation of the Gospel, the People of God are called together and assembled. All belonging to this people, since they have been sanctified by the Holy Spirit, can offer themselves as "a sacrifice, living, holy, pleasing to God" (Rom 12:1), Through the ministry of the priests, the spiritual sacrifice of the faithful is made perfect in union with the sacrifice of Christ. He is the only mediator who in the name of the whole Church is offered sacramentally in the Eucharist and in an unbloody manner until the Lord himself comes.(" (n. 2).

The Holy Father then explained what it means for priests to evangelise and in what the so-called primate of proclamation consists, with these words: “Christian preaching proclaims not words but the Word and proclamation coincides with the very person of Christ, ontologically open to relationship with the Father and obedient to His will. Therefore, authentic service to the Word, demands on the part of the priest that he tend to ever deeper self denial… The priest cannot consider himself ‘master’ of the word, but servant. Now, to be the ‘voice’ of the Word is, for the priest, not merely a functional aspect. On the contrary it presupposes a substantial ‘losing self’ in Christ, participating in his mystery of death and resurrection with one's whole self: intelligence, freedom will and offering of the body, as a living sacrifice. Only participation in the sacrifice of Christ, in his Kenosis, renders proclamation authentic!…Therefore proclamation entails self sacrifice, a condition for proclamation to be authentic and effective ”. 

In the last part of his catechesis the Pope said “precisely because he belongs to Christ, the priest is radically at the service of the people: he is the minister of their salvation, their happiness, their authentic liberation, maturing this progressive assumption of the will of Christ, in prayer, in being 'heart to heart' with Him. This then is the indispensable condition for all proclamation, which entails participation in the sacramental offering of the Eucharist and docile obedience to the Church”. The Holy Father concluded saying he hoped the Year of the Priesthood would lead “all priests to become totally identified with Jesus, crucified and risen”, and that “following the example of the Cure of Ars, they may be continually and ever more deeply aware of the responsibility of their mission, which is a sign and presence of the infinite mercy of God ”. 

After greeting those present in different languages, Pope Benedict XVI addressed a Delegation led by the under secretary of the United Nations Organisation and special representative for Children in situations of armed conflict expressing his appreciation for the efforts made by Ms. Coomaraswamy and her collaborators "to defend the child victims of violence and arms, I am thinking of all the children of the world, especially those who suffer fear, abandonment, hunger, abuses, sickness and death. The Pope remains close to all these young victims and always remembers them in his prayers".

Lastly he mentioned the 150th anniversary of the Red Cross organisation – “an important stronghold of humanity and solidarity in many contexts of war and conflict and in many emergency situations While expressing the hope that human beings in all their dignity and integrity will remain at the centre of the Red Cross's humanitarian efforts, - the Holy Father said - I particularly encourage young people to make a concrete commitment to this most worthy organisation. I also take advantage of this moment", Benedict XVI concluded, "to ask for the release of all people held hostage in areas of conflict and, once again, for the release of Eugenio Vagni, Red Cross worker in the Philippines". (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2009; righe 69, parole 996)

25 June 2009 – Audience with participants at R.O.A.C.O. Meeting

VATICAN - Benedict XVI to ROACO assembly: “I renew my prayer and my appeal: never again war, never again violence, never again injustice; the universal Church remains at the side of our brothers and sisters who live in the Holy Land; I am thinking of the situation of refugees and migrants, which affects the Eastern Churches particularly”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ Today’s meeting rekindles the joy of my recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land... I renew my prayer and my appeal for no more war, no more violence, no more injustice. I wish to assure you that the universal Church remains at the side of all our brothers and sisters who reside in the Holy Land.”. With these words the Holy Father Benedict XVI re-launched his appeal for peace in the Holy Land during an audience with participants at participants in the Assembly of Organizations for Aid to the Eastern Churches" (R.O.A.C.O.), received on 25 June

The Holy Father went on to recall the imminent closing of the Year of St Paul and the Apostle's teaching on charity: “With the now imminent feast of Saints Peter and Paul, the Year dedicated to the Apostle of the nations, for the two thousandth anniversary of his birth is coming to a close. Captured by Christ and by the Holy Spirit, he was a privileged witness of the mystery of God's love revealed in Christ Jesus. His inspired word and his witness confirmed by the supreme gift of martyrdom, were an incomparable eulogy to Christian charity and are still highly relevant today… From the lips of Paul of Tarsus, the Word of God tells us unequivocally what is the ‘greatest thing' for the disciple of Christ: charity! It is the fecund source of every service of the Church, her measure, her method and her verification”. The members of Roaco wish “to live this charity”, the Pope said offering their availability to the Bishop of Rome through the Congregation for Oriental Churches (the Congregation for Eastern Catholic Churches). 

Expressing deep appreciation for the activity of Roaco “in the present thorny world situation ”, Benedict XVI urged those present to “make an even greater effort” with these words: “with a spirit of faith, to accurate analysis and necessary realism it is possible to correct some useless decisions and effectively deal with present day situations of need. I think of the situation of refugees and migrants, which heavily affects the Eastern Churches and the re-building of the Gaza Strip, still abandoned, where the legitimate concerns of Israel for its security must be taken into consideration. In the face of totally new challenges the loving service of the Church remains the channel of effective salvation and the safest investment for the present and the future”.

At the end of his discourse the Pontiff recommended, at the beginning of the Year of the Priesthood, “give maximum attention to care for priests and support for seminaries ”, and he added: “When I opened this singular jubilee year last Friday on the solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, I entrusted to the Heart of Christ and the heart of the Immaculate Mother all the priests of the world, with a special thought for those in the East and in the West living times of difficulty and trial. I take this opportunity to ask you to pray for priests ”. Benedict XVI concluded asking those present to sustain him, so that, as the Successor of St Peter, “ I may fulfil my mission at the service of the universal Church ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2009; righe 36, parole 507)

27 June 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Vietnam on ad limina Visit

VATICAN - Benedict XVI to the Bishops of Vietnam on ad limina visit: “religions never represent a threat to national unity because they aim to help individuals to sanctify themselves and desire to put their religious institutions generously and disinterestedly at the service of others ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “A few days ago we opened the Year of the Priesthood. This year will help highlight the beauty and the greatness of the ministry of priests. I would be grateful if you would thank the diocesan and religious priests of your beloved country for their life consecrated to the Lord and for their pastoral efforts for the sanctification of the people of God. Take care of them, be full of understanding for them and help them complete their permanent formation”. This was how the Holy Father Benedict XVI expressed himself to the Bishops of Vietnam received in audience on 27 June for their ad limina visit. 

The Holy Father said that “in order to be an authentic guide, according to the heart of God and the teaching of the Church" the priest should strive for ever more profound interior life and tend increasingly towards sanctity. He added that the many priestly and religious vocations registered in Vietnam today, especially of women to the consecrated life, are “a gift from God”. 

Citing a pastoral letter issued by the Bishops last year, dedicated to the vocation of the laity in the family, the Pontiff said he hoped “every Catholic family, teaching children living with an upright conscience, in honesty and in truth, may become a seedbed of human values and virtues, a school of faith and love for God ”. He urged the Bishops to give special attention to good formation for lay people, “promoting their life of faith and their cultural level, to enable them to offer effective service to the Church and to society ”. Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops to develop adequate pastoral care “for young internal migrants”, attracted from rural areas to cities for study or for work. 

Celebrations for the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Catholic hierarchy in Vietnam in 2010, will be an opportunity for the Church “to share with enthusiasm the joy of the faith with all Vietnamese and to renew missionary efforts”. The Holy Father recalled that the gift of the faith in that country has been “generously welcomed, lived and witnessed by many martyrs, who proclaimed the truth and the universality of faith in God. In this sense, witness to Christ, is a supreme service which the Church can offer Vietnam and all the peoples of Asia, since it responds to a profound human quest for the truth and values to guarantee integral human development”. To face the numerous challenges encountered by this witness, Benedict XVI stressed the necessity of “closer collaboration among dioceses, dioceses and religious congregations and among religious congregations themselves”.

Dwelling on the specific duty of the Church — to proclaim the Good News of Christ —, the Pope said that in this way the Church “promotes human and spiritual development of individuals and also of the country. Her participation in this process is a duty and an important contribution, especially today when Vietnam is progressively opening to the international community”. The Holy Father affirmed that “healthy collaboration between the Church and the political community is possible ”, therefore “the Church urges her members to work honestly to build a society of justice, solidarity and equality. In no way does the Church intend to take the place of government officials. She desires simply to participate in a spirit of dialogue and respectful collaboration in the life of the nation at the service of the people ”. In this context “the Church can never be exempt from exercising charity as the organised activity of believers, on the other hand, there will never be a situation which does not need the charity of every Christian, since man, over and above justice, needs love. Furthermore I feel it is important to emphasise that religions never represent a threat to the nation since they aim to help individuals sanctify themselves and desire to put their religious institutions generously and disinterestedly at the service of others”.

At the end of his discourse the Holy Father asked the Bishops of Vietnam to express the Pope's warmest greetings to the priests, the men and women religious, the seminarians, the catechists and all the faithful, especially the poorest ones and those experiencing physical and spiritual suffering. “I encourage them to remain strong in the faith received from the apostles of which they are generous witnesses often in difficult conditions ” the Pope concluded, entrusting all to the maternal protection of Our Lady of La-Vang and to the intercession of the holy martyrs of Viêt Nam. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 54, parole 779)

27 June 2009 – Audience with a Delegation Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople

VATICAN - The Pope invites the delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to thank God “for the fruits and benefits brought by the celebration of the 2000th anniversary of the birth of St Paul”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – With the words of the Apostle Paul - “Grace to you and peace from God, our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ ” (Eph 1, 2) - the Holy Father Benedict XVI welcomed the delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople received in audience on 27 June, on the occasion of the celebration of the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. “Today, with this announcement of peace and salvation, I welcome you to the feast of our patron Saints Peter and Paul, with which we will conclude the Year of St Paul– the Pope said -. Last year the Ecumenical Patriarch, His Holiness Bartholomeus I, honoured us with his presence to celebrate together the inauguration of this year of prayer, reflection, exchange of gestures of fraternal communion between Rome and Constantinople. In turn we had the joy of sending a delegation to similar celebrations organised by the Ecumenical Patriarchate. It could not have been otherwise in this year dedicated to St Paul, who strongly encouraged Christians to ‘preserve unity of spirit through the bond of peace', teaching us that there is only ‘one body and one spirit’ (Eph 4, 3-4).”

Inviting the special guests to join him in thanking the Lord “for the fruits and benefits brought by the celebration of the 2000th anniversary of the birth of St Paul”, the Holy Father underlined that the presence of the delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate “is a sign of ecclesial brotherhood”, and reminds us of “our common commitment to reach full communion ”. And he said: “the Catholic Church intends to contribute in every possible way to restore full communion, in response to Christ's will for his disciples and in keeping with the teaching of Paul, who reminds us that we are all called to ‘the one and the same hope.” 

In this perspective the Pontiff expressed his confidence “ that progress will be made with the activity of the international mixed Commission for theological dialogue between Orthodox and Catholics ” which will meet in the month of October to reflect on “a crucial theme for relations between East and West, namely, the ‘role of the Bishop of Rome in the communion of the Church during the first millennium’. The study of this aspect shows itself to be indispensable in order to globally reflect on the matter in the present picture of our quest for full communion”. Concluding his address Benedict XVI said he hoped “misunderstanding and tension among Orthodox delegates in the last plenary sessions of the Commission may be overcome with fraternal love so that dialogue may be more amply representative of Orthodox Christianity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 30, parole 436)

28 June 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus on June 28 the Holy Father underlines that “Saint Paul is an example of a priest totally identified with his ministry - as the saintly Cure of Ars would be in later times -, aware that he carries an inestimable treasure, that is the message of salvation, but that he carries it within a vessel of clay "

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The closing of the Year of St Paul and the recent opening of the Year of the Priest were the subject of the Holy Father Benedict XVI's reflection before leading the recitation of the Angelus with people gathered in St Peter's Square on Sunday 28 June. The year of St Paul “was truly a time of grace in which, through pilgrimages, catechesis, numerous publications and various initiatives, the figure of St Paul was re-proposed to the whole Church and everywhere in Christian communities his vibrant message vivified passion for Christ and for the Gospel” said the Holy Father, inviting those present to thank God for the “Year of St Paul and all the spiritual gifts it brought with it”.

Benedict XVI then recalled that a few days ago, on 19 June, solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Year of the Priesthood was inaugurated. “As I wrote in the special letter addressed to priests, the intention is to foster interior renewal among all priest that they may render stronger and more effective witness to the Gospel in the world today. The Apostle Paul constitutes in this regard a splendid model to imitate not so much in concreteness of life - his life in fact was extraordinary – but instead in love for Christ, zeal for announcing the Gospel, dedication to the community, elaboration of an effective synthesis of pastoral theology. “Saint Paul is an example of a priest totally identified with his ministry - as the saintly Cure of Ars would be in later times -, aware that he carries an inestimable treasure, that is the message of salvation, but that he carries it within a vessel of clay " (cfr 2 Cor 4,7); therefore he is strong and humble at the same time, profoundly convinced that the merit for everything goes to God and to God's grace. ‘We are possessed by love for Christ – the Apostle writes, and this might well be a motto for every priest, ‘conquered’ by the Spirit (cfr Acts 20,22) and modelled into a faithful administrator of the mysteries of God (cfr 1 Cor 4,1-2): the priest must belong totally to Christ and totally to the Church, to which he is called to dedicate himself with undivided love, like a faithful husband is dedicated to his bride.”

Before the Marian prayer of the Angelus, the Pontiff invoked the intercession of Saints Peter and Paul and the Blessed Virgin Mary, “to obtain abundant blessings for priests in the Year of the Priesthood which has just begun. May Our Lady, whom St Jean Marie loved and made loved, today help every priest to vivify the gift received from God which is in him by virtue of his Holy Ordination, that he may grow in holiness and be ready to bear witness and if necessary for martyrdom, to the beauty of total and lasting consecration to Christ and to the Church ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 30, parole 459)

28 June 2009 – First Vespers for Feast of Saints Peter and Paul close the Year of St Paul

VATICAN - Benedict XVI closes the Year dedicated to St Paul who “ remains the ‘teacher of the nations, anxious to carry to all men and women the message of the Risen Lord, because Christ knows and loves them all and died and rose again for them ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the early evening of Sunday June 28, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI went to the Basilica of Saint Paul to preside First Vespers of the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul to close the Year of St Paul. “The year to commemorate the birth of St Paul closes this evening - the Pope said in his homily -. We are gathered here at the tomb of the Apostle whose sarcophagus, preserved under the papal altar, was recently the object of careful scientific examination … (which) would seem to confirm the unanimous and unquestioned tradition that these are indeed the mortal remains of the Apostle Paul. This fills our soul with profound emotion ”.

After recalling that in the past months many people have followed “the ways of the Apostle, exterior paths and still more the interior paths which he walked during his life ”, Benedict XVI underlined: “The Year of St Paul closes, but to walk with Paul and through him to come to know Jesus and like him be illuminated and transformed by the Gospel – this will always be part of the Christian life. He will remain, beyond the circle of believers, the 'teacher of the nations', anxious to carry to all men and women the message of the Risen Lord, because Christ knows and loves them all and died and rose again for them ”.

Dwelling on the second part of the Letter to the Romans, the first two verses of chapter 12, the Pope explained that in this passage St Paul “first of all affirms, as something fundamental, that with Christ a new manner of venerating God has started,– a new form of worship. It consists in the fact that living man becomes himself adoration, a ‘sacrifice’ even of the body. Things are no longer offered to God. Our very life should offer praise to God ”. This is possible, according to St Paul, if we become “new persons, transformed in a new manner of living … speaking about becoming new persons, Paul alludes to his own conversion: his encounter with the living Christ … He is a new man, because he no longer lives for himself and of himself, but for Christ and in Him. However in the years that followed he came to realise that this process of renewal and transformation continues all through life”.

The Holy Father continued: “Paul clarifies further this process of ‘re-fusion’ saying that we become new if we change our manner of thinking…our manner of reasoning must become new… … our manner of looking at the world, of understanding reality– our whole way of thinking must change from the roots … we must learn to understand the will of God, allowing it to shape our will, until we desire what God's desires, because we realise that God wants only what is good and beautiful”.

The need to renew our way of being a human person, is expressed by Paul in two passage of the Letter to the Ephesians, upon which the Pope dwelt: “In chapter four of the Letter, the Apostle tells us that with Christ we must reach adult age, mature humanity … Paul wishes Christians to have faith which is ‘responsible’, ‘adult’ ” not be mistaken for “the attitude of those who have stopped listening to the Church and the Bishops, and who autonomously choose what to believe and what not to believe”. Benedict XVI then indicated as examples of adult faith, commitment to promote respect for the “inviolability of human life from the first moment” and “acknowledging matrimony between and man and a woman for life, as the order of the Creator, restored by Christ ”, and he underlined, “ adult faith does not let itself be carried here and there by different currents. It withstands the winds of fashion. It knows that these winds do not blow from the Holy Spirit”. 

Paul describes mature, truly adult faith in a positive manner with the expression "living according to truth in charity " (cfr Eph 4, 15). “The power of the faith, the power of God is truth. The truth about the world, about ourselves reveals itself if we contemplate God – the Pontiff explained -. God reveals himself to us in the face of Jesus Christ. Contemplating Christ we realise something else: truth and charity are inseparable… The Apostle tells us that, living according to the truth in charity, we help everything, the whole of the universe, to tend towards Christ… the ultimate purpose of the work of Christ is the universe– the transformation of the universe, of the whole human world, the whole of creation. Those who with Christ serve the truth in charity contribute towards the real progress of the world”. 

In the third chapter of the Letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle Paul speaks of the necessity to "strengthen the interior man " (3, 16). The Holy Father said “ interior emptiness – the weakness of the interior man– is one of the major problems of our day. It is necessary to reinforce interiority –perceptiveness of the heart; the capacity to see and to understand the world and man from within, with the heart. We need reason illuminated by the heart so we may learn to act according to the truth in charity. However this is not possible without an intimate relationship with God, without a life of prayer”. Paul tells us “only in communion with all the saints, with the great community of all the believers– not against or without this community– can we come to know the vastness of the mystery of Christ … the crucified Christ embraces the entire universe in all its dimensions. He takes the world in his hands and lifts it up to God”. 

Benedict XVI concluded his homily urging those present to pray the Lord “will help us realise the vastness of his love, so that his love and his truth may touch our hearts. Let us ask Christ to live in our hearts and make us new men, who act according to truth in charity ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 66, parole 987)

29 June 2009 – Papal Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 

VATICAN - On the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul the Pope imposes the Pallium on 34 new metropolitan Archbishops: “To render ever present the word of God and thus provide nourishment for men, this is the duty of the upright shepherd ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Monday 29 June, the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, in St Peter's Basilica, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, presided a Concelebration of the Eucharist with 34 new Archbishops to whom he consigned the Pallium. Present for the occasion, as it is now customary, a Delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. In the homily, taking his cue from the Collect of the Mass ,the Holy Father asked himself if Christians today are truly loyal to the teaching of the great Apostles. “During the Year of St Paul which concluded yesterday– said the Pontiff - we sought to listen once again to the ‘teacher of the nations', and to learn once again the alphabet of the faith. With Paul and through Paul we sought to recognise Christ and so find the path for authentic Christian life ”.

Reflecting on the first Letter of St Peter, the Holy Father said “its core is the figure of Christ described as One who suffers and one who loves, who is Crucified and is Risen... the Letter consists of an introduction to the fundamental Christian Sacraments of Baptism and the Eucharist and a discourse to priests, whom Peter addresses as their co-presbyter”. He “understands the priestly ministry solely starting from Christ ” and refers to Christ with the Greek word for bishop episcopus, a word which contains at its root the verb to see “scope”. “Christ is the ‘bishop of souls', Peter tells us. This means: He sees us in the perspective of God – Pope Benedict XVI explained-. If we look from God's perspective, we have an overall vision which sees dangers, hopes and opportunities. From God's perspective, we see the essence, the interior man.. If Christ is the bishop of souls, the goal is to save the man's soul from impoverishment, and to ensure that man does not lose his essence, his capacity for truth and love … To be a bishop, or to be a priest, means, from this perspective: to assume the position of Christ. To think, to see and to act from his elevated position. Being like Him, willing to be at the disposal of men, that they may find life”.

The word “bishop” – the Holy Father said - is very similar to the word “shepherd”, and in fact the concepts are inter-changeable. “It is the duty of the shepherd to tend and protect the flock and lead it to the right pastures. To tend to the flock means helping the sheep to find proper nourishment, to satisfy their hunger and quench their thirst. Out of metaphor, this means: the word of God is the food of which man has need. To render ever present the word of God and thus nourish men, this is the task of the upright shepherd ”. Again reflecting to St Peter's discourse to presbyters, the Holy Father said “words are not enough. Shepherds must be ‘models for the flock.”

Still commenting the first letter of St Peter, the Pontiff recalled the passage “Adore Christ the Lord, in your hearts, always ready to respond to those who ask the reason for your hope” (3,15), and he explained: “Christian faith is hope. It opens to way to the future. It is hope which possesses reason; hope whose reason we can and we must expose. Faith comes from the eternal Reason who has entered our world and revealed to us the true God … It is part of our duty as shepherds to penetrate the faith with thought in order to be able to demonstrate the reason for our hope in the dispute of our times. However, thought alone is not enough … besides thinking and speaking we need to experience the faith; a vital relationship with Jesus Christ. Faith should not remain only theory: it must be life ”. 

The Holy Father then returned to the beginning of the Letter where Peter says that the goal of our faith is the salvation of souls (cfr 1,9): “Without the healing of souls, without the healing of man from within, - the Pope said - there can be no salvation for humanity. The real illness of souls, according to St Peter, is ignorance of God, not knowing God. A person who does not know God, who does not at least seek him sincerely, remains outside authentic life … It is obedience to the truth which purifies the soul. And is it living with mistruth which pollutes the soul. Obedience to the truth begins with small truths of daily life, which can often be arduous and painful. This obedience extends to obedience without reserve in the face of Truth itself who is Christ ”. 

At the end of his homily, addressing the metropolitan Archbishops Benedict XVI said the Pallium “reminds us of the sheep and the lambs of Christ, which the risen Lord entrusted to Peter, commanding him to tend to them. It reminds us of the flock of Jesus Christ, which you, beloved Brothers, are called to feed in communion with Peter. It reminds us of Christ, who, like the Good Shepherd, takes upon his shoulders the lost sheep, humanity, and carries it home. It reminds us of the fact that He, the supreme Shepherd, became himself the Lamb, in order to shoulder from within the destiny of each and every one of us; in order to carry us and to heal us from within ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 58, parole 877)

29 June 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope before the Angelus prayer expresses the hope that shared veneration of the Martyrs Peter and Paul may be a "pledge of ever fuller and ever more sincere communion among Christians all over the world ” and announces his third Encyclical, “Caritas in veritate”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, patrons saints of the Church of Rome, in his Angelus reflection on 29 June, the Pope addressed the diocese of Rome, citizens and visitors in Rome: “As your Bishop, I urge you to be faithful to your Christian vocation and not to conform to the mentality of the world – as the Apostle of the nations wrote to the Christians in Rome - . let yourselves be continually transformed and renewed by the Gospel, so you follow what is truly good and pleasing to God. I pray continually that Rome may be faithful to its Christian vocation not only keeping unchanged its immense spiritual and cultural heritage, but also that the Roman people may express the beauty of the faith received in concrete ways of thinking and behaving, and so offer those who come to this City for many different reasons, an atmosphere imbued with humanity and the values of the Gospel ”. 

Underlining the universal nature of the Solemnity, which “expresses the universality and the catholicity of the Church”, the Pope mentioned the new metropolitan archbishops and the Pallium they receive, “a symbol of communion with the Successor of Peter”, and he greeted the delegation from the Patriarchate of Constantinople which, as every year, had come Rome for the celebration of Saints Peter and Paul. “May common veneration of these Martyrs be a pledge of ever fuller and ever more sincere communion among Christians today all over the world ” the Pontiff concluded, before invoking the “the maternal intercession of Mary, Mother of the One Church of Christ ”, with the recitation of the Angelus prayer.

After the Marian prayer, Benedict XVI announced his third encyclical with these words: “ My third Encyclical with the title Caritas in veritate, will soon be made public. This document, which bears the date of today, June 29, solemnity of the Apostles, Saints Peter and Paul, takes up the social issues contained in Populorum progressio, written by the Servant of God Paul VI in 1967. The document reflects on certain aspects of integral development in our epoch in the light of charity in truth. I entrust to your prayers this new contribution which the Church offers humanity for sustainable progress with full respect for human dignity and the real needs of all ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009; righe 27, parole 392)

30 June 2009 – Audience with Metropolitan Archbishops who received the Pallium 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI to Metropolitan Archbishops: “In the Year of the Priesthood, may the Pallium be also for priests a symbol and a challenge to build communion with their own bishop, among themselves and with the faithful.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Tuesday 30 June in the Paul VI Hall, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI received in audience the new Archbishops on whom he had imposed the Pallium the day before the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. The Archbishops were accompanied by members of their families and friends. After recalling that the Pallium is a symbol “of the unity which binds Bishops of the particular Churches to the Successor of Peter, the Bishop of Rome”, the Holy Father expressed warm greetings to those present, “from every continent – he underlined -, showing in a significant manner the face of the Catholic Church spread throughout the world ”. The Pontiff then addressed the Archbishops in different languages.

To the Italians Mgr Giuseppe Betori, Archbishop of Florence, Mgr Salvatore Pappalardo, Archbishop of Siracusa and Mgr Domenico Umberto D’Ambrosio, Archbishop of Lecce, the Pope said “we are at the beginning of Year of the Priesthood: strive therefore to be exemplary bishops, zealous and rich in love for the Lord and for your communities. In this way you will be able to guide and firmly sustain your priests, your first co-workers in the pastoral ministry and cooperate effectively to spread the Kingdom of God in the beloved nation of Italy ”.

In French the Pontiff greeted Mgr Ghaleb Moussa Abdalla Bader, Archbishop of Algiers (Algeria), Mgr Pierre-André Fournier, Archbishop of Rimouski (Canada), Mgr Joseph Aké Yapo, Archbishop of Gagnoa (Ivory Coast), Mgr Marcel Utembi Tapa, Archbishop of Kisangani (Democratic Republic of Congo), and Mgr Philippe Ouédraogo, Archbishop of Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso). “The Pallium is a special sign of communion with the Successor of Peter – said Benedict XVI -. This sign will be also for the priests and the faithful of your dioceses an appeal to increasingly consolidate authentic communion with their Bishops and with all the members of the Church ”. 

It was then the turn of the English speaking Metropolitans: Mgr Paul Mandale Khumalo, Archbishop of Pretoria (Sudafrica); Mgr J. Michael Miller, Archbishop of Vancouver (Canada); Mgr Allen Henry Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit (USA); Monsignor Anicetus Bongsu Antonius Sinaga, Archbishop of Medan (Indonesia); Mgr Philip Naameh, Archbishop of Tamale (Ghana); Mgr Timothy Michael Dolan, Archbishop of New York (USA); Mgr Vincent Gerard Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster (UK); Mgr Robert James Carlson, Archbishop of Saint Louis (USA); Mgr Francis Xavier Kriengsak Kovithavanij, Archbishop of Bangkok (Tailandia); Mgr George Joseph Lucas, Archbishop of Omaha (USA); Mgr Gregory Michael Aymond, Archbishop of New Orleans (USA) and Mgr Patebendige Don Albert Malcom Ranjith, Archbishop of Colombo (Sri Lanka). Greeting the family members, friends and faithful of the respective Archbishop who had "come to pray with them and share their joy on this happy occasion", the Holy Father recalled that the Pallium received from the Successor of Peter “is a sign of communion in faith, love and in the governance of the People of God ”, he also reminded the Archbishops of their “ responsibilities as shepherds after the heart of Jesus”. 

Then came the turn of Spanish speaking Metropolitan Archbishops : Mgr Domingo Díaz Martínez, Archbishop of Tulancingo (Messico) ; Mgr Manuel Felipe Díaz Sánchez, Archbishop of Calabozo (Venezuela); Mgr José Luis Escobar Alas, Archbishop of San Salvador (El Salvador); Mgr Carlos Osoro Sierra, Archbishop of Valencia (Spain); Mgr Víctor Sánchez Espinosa, Archbishop of Puebla de los Ángeles (Mexico); Mgr Carlos Aguiar Retes, Archbishop of Tlalnepantla (Messico); Mgr Ismael Rueda Sierra, Archbishop of Bucaramanga (Colombia); Mgr Braulio Rodríguez Plaza, Archbishop of Toledo (Spain). The Holy Father greeted them and he said that the “black silken crosses on the Pallium are a reminder to be every day more like Jesus Christ. Following in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd, always be signs of unity among your faithful, strengthening your bonds of communion with the Successor of Peter, with your suffragan Bishops and with all those who work with you in your evangelising mission”.

Speaking Portuguese with great joy the Pope greeted the new Metropolitan Archbishops of Brazil: Mgr r Sérgio da Rocha, Archbishop of Teresina; Mgr Maurício Grotto de Camargo, Archbishop of Botucatu; Mgr Gil Antônio Moreira, Archbishop of Juiz de Fora; Mgr Orani João Tempesta, Archbishop of São Sebastião do Rio de Janeiro. Benedict XVI asked them to carry his greetings to the priests and the faithful of their archdioceses, “so that united in the same faith of Peter, may they contribute to the evangelisation of society”.

The Pope addressed a special greeting to Mgr Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki, Archbishop of Lviv of the Latins, thanking him “for the service rendered to the Church, as my collaborator, and earlier as a collaborator of my venerated predecessor John Paul II”. To the new Metropolitan of Szczecin-Kamień, Archbishop of Andrzej Dzięga, Benedetto XVI said in Polish: “In the Year of the Priesthood may the Pallium be also for priests a symbol and a challenge to build communion with their own Bishop, among themselves and with the faithful”. 

Lastly the Holy Father said hoped the memory of the First Roman martyrs, might foster among all “ever more intense love for Jesus Christ and his Church”, accompanied by the maternal assistance of Mary, Mother of the Church, Saints Peter and Paul and Saint Jean Marie Vianney. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2009; righe 64, parole 845)

30 June 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for victims of air disaster off Comores and victims of railway accident in Viareggio

VATICAN - The Holy Father's condolences and prayers for the victims of the accident at the railway station of Viareggio (Italy) and the air crash off the coast of the Comoros.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI sent telegrammes of condolence and closeness, through the Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, for the victims of the accident at the railway station of Viareggio (Italy) and the air crash off the Comoros in the Indian Ocean.

In the telegramme to the Archbishop of Lucca, Mgr. Benvenuto Italo Castellani, the Holy Father expresses “profound participation in the grief which has struck the whole city and while assuring fervent prayers for the souls of those who died so tragically, he invokes from the Lord swift recovery for the injured ”. The Pontiff entrusts to the maternal protection of Our Lady all those affected by the dramatic event and imparts the comfort of a special Apostolic Blessing. 

To the Apostolic Nuncio in Kuwait, Archbishop Mounged El-Hachem, the Pope expresses “ sincere condolences to the grieving families, commends the dead to the Divine Mercy and prays to God for all those profoundly affected by this tragedy ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2009, righe 13, parole 163)
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of St Paul

“ In recent months, many people have followed the paths of the Apostle the exterior and especially the interior paths on which he travelled in his lifetime[…]The Pauline Year is drawing to a close but what will remain a part of Christian existence is the journey with Paul with him and thanks to him getting to know Jesus, and, like the Apostle, being enlightened and transformed by the Gospel. ” (First Vespers Saints Peter and Paul to close the Year of St Paul, 28 June 2009).

Year of the Priesthood

“ The first thing we need to learn is the complete identification of the man with his ministry. In Jesus, person and mission tend to coincide: all Christ’s saving activity was, and is, an expression of his “filial consciousness” which from all eternity stands before the Father in an attitude of loving submission to his will. In a humble yet genuine way, every priest must aim for a similar identification.” (Letter to announce the  Year of the Priesthood, 18 June 2009).

“ How can we forget that we priests were consecrated to serve, humbly yet authoritatively, the common priesthood of the faithful?  Ours is an mission which is indispensable for the Church and for the world, a mission which calls for complete fidelity to Christ and constant union with him.  To abide in his love entails constantly striving for holiness, as did Saint John Mary Vianney ”. (Second Vespers of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, opening of the Year of the Priesthood, 19 June 2009)

Economy

“[...] freedom in the economic sector must be circumscribed "by a strong juridical framework which places it at the service of human freedom in its totality", a responsible freedom, "the core of which is ethical and religious" (n. 42). The above-mentioned Encyclical appropriately states: "just as the person fully realizes himself in the free gift of self, so too ownership morally justifies itself in the creation, at the proper time and in the proper way, of opportunities for work and human growth for all" (n. 43).” (audience with members of the Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice Foundation, 13 June 2009)

Eucharist

“ only because he is love can he love and be loved. Thus, Corpus Christi is a manifestation of God, an attestation that God is love. This feast speaks to us in a unique and special way of divine love, of what it is and of what it does. It tells us, for example, that it is regenerated in self-giving, that it is received in self-giving, that it is never lacking nor can it be consumed as a hymn by St Thomas Aquinas sings: "nec sumptus consumitur". ” (Angelus, 14 June 2009)

Mission

“ Nourished by Christ, we, his disciples, receive the mission to be "the soul" of this City of ours (cf. Letter to Diognetus, 6: ed. Funk, I, p. 400; see also Lumen Gentium n. 38), a leaven of renewal, bread "broken" for all, especially for those in situations of hardship, poverty or physical and spiritual suffering. Let us become witnesses of his love” (Homily during Mass on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, at S. Giovanni Laterano, 11 June 2009).

Church Movements 

“ In this context of a spirituality nourished by the practice of the evangelical counsels, I would like to invite all priests, during this Year dedicated to them, to welcome the new springtime which the Spirit is now bringing about in the Church, not least through the ecclesial movements and the new communities. ” (Letter announcing the Year of the Priesthood 18 June 2009).

Bishop

“ Jesus, the "Bishop of souls", is the prototype of every episcopal and presbyteral ministry. To be a Bishop, to be a priest, means in this perspective to assume the position of Christ. It means thinking, seeing and acting from his exalted vantage point. It means starting from Christ in order to be available to human beings so that they find life. ” (Solemn Mass on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 29 June 2009).

Preaching

“ Christian preaching does not proclaim "words", but the Word, and the proclamation coincides with the very Person of Christ, ontologically open to the relationship with the Father and obedient to his will. Thus, an authentic service to the Word requires of the priest that he strive for deeper self-denial, to the point that he can say, with the Apostle, "it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me". ” (General Audience 24 June 2009).

Progress

“ Those who serve the truth in love together with Christ contribute to the true progress of the world. Yes, here it is quite clear that Paul is acquainted with the idea of progress. Christ his life, his suffering and his rising was the great leap ahead in the progress of humanity, of the world. Now, however, the universe must grow in accordance with him. Where the presence of Christ increases, therein lies the true progress of the world. There, mankind becomes new and thus the world is made new." (First Vespers Saints Peter and Paul to close the Year of St Paul 28 June 2009).

Suffering

“ God alone can eliminate the power of evil. Precisely because Jesus Christ came into the world to reveal to us the divine plan of our salvation, faith helps us to penetrate the meaning of all that is human, hence also of suffering. Thus an intimate relationship exists between the Cross of Jesus the symbol of supreme pain and the price of our true freedom and our pain, which is transformed and sublimated when it is lived in the awareness of God's closeness and solidarity.” (Pastoral Visit  S. Giovanni Rotondo, Angelus 21 June 2009).

Trinity

“ The strongest proof that we are made in the image of the Trinity is this: love alone makes us happy because we live in a relationship, and we live to love and to be loved. Borrowing an analogy from biology, we could say that imprinted upon his "genome", the human being bears a profound mark of the Trinity, of God as Love”. (Angelus, 7 June).
QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul - AFRICA/NIGERIA - “Living the Word of God in Nigeria - In the Footsteps of St. Paul”: Final Document from the Plenary Assembly of the National Missionary Council of Nigeria

Abuja (Agenzia Fides) – Be inspired by the zeal of St. Paul in preaching the Divine Word: this was the appeal launched at the close of the Plenary Assembly of the National Missionary Council of Nigeria, which took place in Abuja, June 10-13.

In the final statement, sent to Agenzia Fides, it says that: “Fired by St. Paul’s zeal for the proclamation of the Word of God, every baptized Christian is compelled to preach the Word of God in season and out of season. In truth, St. Paul presents the proclamation of the Word of God as a primary duty. He said 'Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel' (1 Cor. 9:16). The Bible has given the world the basic principles by which to live. The principles of Love, Peace, Justice, Forgiveness are elucidated in the Bible. The Bible is an inspired Word of God, the effect of the authority and power of scripture goes back to God. Drawing inspiration from the life and preaching of St. Paul, in the first instance one becomes conscious that the Word of God is a gift made manifest from the beginning of the creation of the world. All throughout history, the Creator places human beings at the center of this divine communication.” 

Thus, the Church must communicate the Word of God, adapting to the times in the form in which she transmits the Word: “Today more than ever the need to make the word of God accessible is imperative; consequently, the printed word of God should be legible and free from doctrinal errors.”

In addition to printed press, “audio visual aids should be used in proclaiming the Word of God. Preachers should ensure adequate preparation of their homily as they seek to explain and expound on the Word of God.”

“In transmitting the Word of God, the Church should take into account the cultural linguistic and contextual diversity of the recipients. In effect, adaptation to the local situation and inculturation of the Word of God should be enhanced,” the statement says.

The National Missionary Council of Nigeria also affirms that there is a “need to encourage the dissemination of Catholic Bibles and ensure that Bibles are provided for Catholic Students taking public examinations in our institutions of learning. We appeal to religious instructors to intensify efforts to protect and promote the Catholic Bible.”

The knowledge and meditation of the Word of God also serves as a manner of reinforcing the testimony of the Nigerian Catholic community: “Given the fact that there is duplicity in the life style of some Christians, many today query the authenticity of our Christian witness. We should be conscious of the fact that we must allow the Word of God to define who we are and how we conduct ourselves in this world in order to be true to our God given identity. The Sacred Scripture is at our service, it reminds us of the constant need to be a living example.”

“In order to correct the many sinful tendencies in Nigerian society today, there is need to embark on the task of proclamation of the Word of God. There is also need to encourage people to witness to Christ by accepting suffering and living in conformity with the core values of the Word of God. There should be simplicity of life style and bold proclamation of the Word of God. As Christians, we need to ensure that we keep our lamp burning in the midst of darkness and not conform to the darkness around us.”

“As we inaugurate the Year of the Priests declared by Pope Benedict XVI, and conclude the Year of St Paul, the great missionary, we accompany all our Missionaries, Priests and Religious on mission, with our prayers and support,” the message concludes. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 18/06/2009)

Year of St. Paul - AMERICA/PERU - V Eucharistic Symposium for the close of the Year of St. Paul, on his Eucharistic message

Lima (Agenzia Fides) – For the fifth consecutive year, the Parish of Saint Joseph the Worker of Barranco, in the Archdiocese of Lima, will sponsor a Eucharistic Symposium with the proposal of helping the faithful to deepen in their knowledge, prayer, and love for Jesus in the Eucharist. The activity will take place from Wednesday, June 10 to Friday, June 12 in the parish center, as part of the activities for the close of the Year of St. Paul and will focus on Saint Paul's Eucharistic message.

The Symposium is an effort to encourage the faithful's participation in public life, education, parish groups, etc, in order to promote the Gospel of Christ in the Eucharist as the path to true life that God offers all men. The Symposium, entitled “Do this in memory of me” (1 Co. 11:24), is being organized by the Religious Congregation “Misioneras de Jesús Sacramentado y de María Santísima”, Our Lady of Fatima School in Barranco, and the Parish of Saint Joseph the Worker (run by the Oblate Fathers of St. Joseph). The Symposium will begin on Wednesday, June 10 with an opening address from Father Pedro Ceriani Rotondi, OSJ, Pastor of Saint Joseph the Worker. Father Jaime Calvo Zarate, Vicar to the Bishop and Pastor of the Parish of the Holy Cross in Barranco, will host the first act. And Military Bishop Salvador Piñeiro will give the first talk on “The Institution of the Eucharist: This is My Body.” The second day, Fr. Antonio Artola Arbista, CP, Parish Vicar of the Parish “La Virgen del Pilar” will speak on “This is the Cup of the New Covenant,” and another talk will be given by Fr. Alfredo Leon Navarro, Vincentian Missionary, on “The Cup of Blessing Which We Bless: Is it not a communion with the Blood of Christ?; The Bread We Break: Is it not a communion with the Body of Christ?”

“Whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer for the body and blood of the Lord” (1 Cor 11:27) will be the title of the last talks, which will be given by Monsignor Guillermo Inca Pereda, OSJ, Vicar General of the Military Diocese. Father Pedro Ceriani Rotondi, OSJ, Pastor of Saint Joseph the Worker will give the closing remarks. There will be a Closing Mass celebrated by Fr. Buenaventura Dureau, OFM, Parish Vicar of Saint Anthony of Padua. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2009)

Year of the Priesthood  - AFRICA/KENYA - “This is the year to rediscover our priestly vocation ” Cardinal Njue says on the occasion of the opening of the Year of the Priesthood

Nairobi (Agenzia Fides)- “My dear priests this is our year! Each of us is called to enter the chamber of his heart and rediscover the great honour God has conferred on him for the good of his people. I pray that each of us will be willing to follow the Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, led by unconditioned and unreserved love for God and for his people”. Cardinal John Njue, Archbishop of Nairobi, said this in his homily at Mass celebrated in Holy Family Basilica on 19 June 2009, on the occasion of the opening of the Year of the Priest. 

Cardinal Njue said that with this Year Pope Benedict XVI has offered the Church an opportunity to reflect on the role of priests and to pray for their sanctification. “Priests, we know, are men called by God to be ministers of unconditioned service to the people of God”. 

The Cardinal assured priests that if they entrust themselves God and to his people they will lack nothing. "The challenges are many, but remember the Master's promise : “I am with you always”. Cardinal Njue asked men and women religious to pray for the renewal and the sanctification of priests during this special Year and to pray for vocations. The Year of the Priesthood is important also for lay faithful, the Cardinal said: “In this year I ask you to consider your priests as a treasure from God. Do everything to protect and safeguard the priesthood”.

Archbishop Boniface Lele of Mombasa, also celebrated a special Mass to open of the Year of the Priesthood in the parish of St. Matthias Mulumba. In his homily the Archbishop reminded the people that priests are persons and they need the prayers and the support of the whole Church community. The Archbishop of Mombasa appealed to priests to reflect deeply on their vocation. 

Archbishop Lele concluded recalling that the mission of the priest is carried out within the Church. It is a community mission and must be undertaken in communion with the whole Church; the mission is hierarchical and doctrinal and he recalled the importance of discipline and of doctrinal and theological formation. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009 righe 28 parole 396)

Year of the Priesthood  - AFRICA/MOZAMBIQUE - “A time to reflect on the beauty of the priestly ministry and the evils which tarnish it ”: Bishops of Mozambique issue Pastoral Letter for the opening of the Year of the Priesthood

Maputo (Agenzia Fides)- “We, the Bishops of Mozambique, intend neither to undervalue nor be indifferent to this moment of grace, which we consider an opportune occasion for collaboration with our priests, with our consecrated men and women and with the People of God entrusted to our care, to reflect on the beauty and splendour of the priestly ministry and to express our gratitude to the workers in the Lord's vineyard in Mozambique” . This statement is part of a Pastoral Letter issued by the Catholic Bishops of Mozambique for the Year of the Priesthood proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI. 

With this document, a copy of which was sent to Fides, the Bishops wish to “call attention to the mentality of the world which is a threat to the life and the spirituality of the priest, and to offer indications for overcoming difficulties which appear in the life of priests”.

The Letter recalls that “with the sacrament of Holy Orders, God freely and absolutely calls some members of the faithful to be ministers in the priesthood. Through the sacrament of Holy Orders priests are inserted in the mystery of communion: first of all in the communion of the Trinity, with the Father, source of life, with Christ, the Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who sanctifies”.

This Trinitarian communion of the priest is born from and is consolidated in ecclesial communion at various levels with the Pope, with the College of Bishops, with is own diocesan Bishops, with other priests, with the lay faithful and with the whole human family (cfr Lumen gentium, 28). 

This is why, the Bishops write, “priests participate in the apostolic mission of the local Bishop to whom they owe love, reverence and filial obedience. In turn the Bishop must show paternal love and concern for his priests. This relationship of communion between the Bishop and his priests is realised especially in prophetic announcement of the Word and obedience to the mandate of Christ in general and especially in catechesis ”.

A demanding commitment which many young Mozambicans have accepted: “The holy people of God and the Bishops are filled with spiritual joy to see a growing number of young men responding generously to the ideal of the priestly life”.

“We see with profound gratitude that many priests live the priesthood with joyful self denial announcing the Word of God with courage, celebrating the sacraments with fervour, supporting and leading the Christian community with great zeal. Others seek with creativity ways to alleviate the sufferings of the people, or are involved in socio-pastoral activity of education, healthcare, protection of the poor, in a word, to promote respect for human rights and dignity ”.

The Bishops of Mozambique speak of "evils which tarnish the priestly sacrament”, such as scarcity of fervour, exaggerated activism, consumerism, ambition for power, difficult relations with other priests, tension and conflict with superiors. 

The Bishops launch an appeal, “we call on our beloved priests to welcome the Year of the Priesthood as an opportune time to vivify our response to this immense gift, with an attitude of permanent and renewed generous and joyous self-giving. With affection we entrust to Mary all our priests that they may labour with courage and perseverance in the vineyard of the Lord in Mozambique. May each and every one experience the maternal help and protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of priests”. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2009 righe 44 parole 569)

Year of the Priesthood - AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Letter from the Archbishop of Sucre to his priests: “The priestly vocation grows, develops, and remains faithful and fruitful, only in an intense relationship with Christ.”

Sucre (Agenzia Fides) – Archbishop Jesus Perez Rodriguez, OFM, of Sucre has written a letter addressing all the priests of the diocese, for the beginning of the Year of the Priest, which will take place on June 19, Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and which will last until the same feast day in 2010. First of all, he reminds them that this Year is a great opportunity to “rediscover the beauty and importance of the priesthood and each priest.” Moreover, “the theme chosen by the Holy Father is extremely moving and it invites us to return to the Cenacle, Holy Thursday, when He instituted the Eucharist. In instituting the priesthood, He united it to the Eucharist in an inseparable manner.” Thus, he reminds the priests that “celebrating the Eucharist means celebrating who we are, always living our priestly identity, our ministry or service of making the Lord's Supper present. What greatness we possess! And what a responsibility! Are we astounded by this self-giving and this responsibility before Christ and the Church? At least we should be,” he said. 

The Archbishop says that this occasion “is above all a renewed interior attitude in the joyful rediscovery of our own identity, of the fraternity within the priesthood of our own Diocese and the sacramental relationship to the Bishop.” He also mentions the importance of “continuing to trust in Christ, who called us with no merit of our own.” It is a trust that is nourished “by making recourse to the Lord, nourishing our life with prayer, in remaining in the Lord, in making time to be with Him, as 'he who remains in me bears much fruit' (Jn 15:5) and being aware of the need for this help: 'without me you can do nothing' (Jn 15:5).” In this sense, he insists once more on the need for adoration of the real presence of Christ in the “Consecrated Bread.” In fact, “the priestly vocation grows, develops, and remains faithful and fruitful, only in an intense relationship with Christ. How much could we improve or mature before the Blessed Sacrament! There, in a heart-to-heart contact, we experience the exclusivity of love. The root of fidelity to the ministry entrusted to us and holy celibacy is in love for Christ. We must place Christ at the center of our life, first and foremost, in our friendships and relationships, as well.”

The Archbishop of Sucre asks that all his priests, during this year, make a resolution towards a “greater effort to be with the Lord and above all, dedicate a time each day to adoration of the Real Presence of the Lord in our tabernacles,” and to reread the documents Presbiterorum Ordinis, Pastores Dabo Vobis.

“A priest who is aware of the Real Presence of Christ, will be a man of God, obedient, detached from himself and from any affection that can separate him from the Lord and the mission. He will have the zeal to carry out missionary work that is creative and courageous,” the Archbishop said in concluding his letter. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/06/2009)

Year of the Priesthood - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - In the Year of the Priesthood “Adopt a priest ” Prayer Campaign, to obtain for priests the spiritual strength necessary for the mission 

Medellin (Agenzia Fides) - The “Bonds of Marian Love” Movement based in Medellin

(Colombia), has launched a prayer campaign “Adopt a Priest” as part of the Year of the Priesthood opened on 19 June. The aim of the campaign is to pray for one priest “as a commitment for this Year of the Priesthood ”. As the Movement signals on its web site, the initiative aims to obtain from the Lord the necessary spiritual strength for priests, “in these difficult times with many temptations”. 

“Very rarely in the history of the Church have priests been subject to so many attacks and temptations aimed at separating them from the mission to which the Lord has called them. They are systematically attacked by the enemies of the Church, certainly they too have human limits and need the help the Holy Spirit in order to be faithful every day ”, we read on the web site. 

In this regard the Movement urges Catholics to join the prayer campaign: “with this private and special commitment we intend to pray for a particular priest and at the same time offer sacrifices so that all priests may receive from Jesus Christ the strength and the gift of perseverance for their redeeming mission”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2009)

Year of the Priesthood -  AMERICA/ECUADOR - Letter for Priests at the inauguration of the Year for Priests: “May we conform ourselves more each day to the image of Jesus, the Good Shepherd.”
Quito (Agenzia Fides) – Bishop Nestor Herrera Heredia of Machala, President of the Commission for Ministers and Consecrated Life for the Ecuadorian Bishops' Conference, sent a letter to all the priests in the country for the June 19 (Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and World Day of Prayer for Priests) opening of the Year for Priests, with the theme: “Fidelity of Christ, fidelity of the priest.” In the Letter, he says that the year “will be a time for intense reflection on the identity of the priest, the theology of Catholic priesthood and the extraordinary sense of the vocation and the mission of the priests in the Church and society.”

He also recalls that it should be “a year of prayer for priests, with priests, and for priests; a year of renewal for the priestly spirituality, beginning in their own identity, the fraternity of the priesthood, and the sacramental relationship with the Bishop, with the Eucharist at the center.” He also considered that “the memory of the Holy Cure of Ars, a priest like us, a parish priest like most of us, a man of great prayer and sacrifice and a tireless evangelizer, who will encourage us this year to be truly priests according to the Heart of Christ.”

Bishop Herrera concluded by showing his fervent desire for this Year of Priests to be celebrated with enthusiasm, joy, and fervor,” exhorting all priests to rekindle this spiritual gift that God has deposited in each one of them by the imposition of hands and encourages “the prayerful reading and preaching of the Word of God; the joyful and devout celebration of the Mass; the faithful, patient, and generous service of the faithful, especially the poor and sick.”

“ May we conform ourselves more each day to the image of Jesus, the Good Shepherd,” the Bishop of Machala concluded.

All the ecclesiastical jurisdictions of Ecuador are preparing to live the Year for Priests in communion with the Holy Father, who will inaugurate the Year today in Saint Peter's Basilica in Rome. In the various dioceses throughout the country, there are various solemn Masses prepared for the beginning of the Year of the Priest and various encounters have been organized. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2009)

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/CAMBODIA - The Year of the Priesthood opens at Saint Jean Marie Vianney major seminary in Phnom Penh in the presence of the Saint relics; intense programme of activities

Phnom Penh (Agenzia Fides) – Friday 19 June, the Year of the Priesthood was solemnly opened at Saint Jean Marie Vianney major seminary in Phnom Penh, in the presence of the Vicar apostolic of Phnom Penh, Bishop Emile Destombes, the Vicar apostolic emeritus, Bishop Yves Ramousse, priests, Religious and young people from parishes in Phmom Penh. The celebration of the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was an opportunity to venerate the relics of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, the Seminary's patron saint. At the end of the Mass celebrated in the open, the priests and seminarians were invited to offer grains of incense to the relics of the Patron Saint before the relics were taken in procession to the Seminary Chapel. 

For the occasion the seminarians composed a prayer in honour of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, recalling his patience, humility, selflessness and dedication to the instruction in the faith of Christians, perseverance in hearing confessions, and his love for the Sacrament of the Eucharist and the Church. 

After being exposed in the Seminary Chapel the relics of the Cure of Ars will be taken in procession to the convent of Carmelite Sisters in Phnom Penh. Then the parishes of all three ecclesiastic circumscriptions of Cambodia will have a chance to welcome the relics for the veneration of the faithful. 

On the occasion of the Year of the Priesthood, the seminary has planned an intense programme of events to foster reflection on the vocation of the priest at the service of the Church. Events will include: meetings for young people, conferences for seminarians, the publication of a booklet in Cambodian on the Cure of Ars, Adoration for the faithful in the Seminary Chapel. The translation in Cambodian of Presbyterorum Ordinis decree of Vatican II will soon be complete. To conclude the Year of the Priesthood, Phnom Penh Seminary will make a pilgrimage to Ars, Lourdes and Lisieux. 

Phnom Penh seminary has 4 seminarians, students of philosophy. A new candidate will enter in October 2009. This is the first time in the 450 years of the Catholic Church's presence in Cambodia, that such a large number of seminarians are formed together in a seminary. In October 2010 the students will start formation in theology in Phnom Penh. We should point out that there are no documents of formation for seminarians in Cambodian. For some years an enormous effort is being made to translate Church documents for Cambodian seminarians and faithful. (PB) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2009 ; righe 32, parole 438)
Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/CHINA - “Today as the Year of the Priesthood opens, let us pray for all our priests”: crowds of faithful attend initiatives in dioceses and parishes; new web pages, publications

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) – Solemn Celebration of the Eucharist, Adoration, special prayers for priests all over the world, new pages on Catholic web sites, publications on the theme of the priesthood, marked the opening of the Year of the Priesthood among Catholics in mainland China , in communion with the Pope Benedict XVI and the universal Church. Reports sent to Fides speak of massive and enthusiastic participation of the faithful for the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on Friday June 19, a day traditionally dedicated to prayers for the sanctification of the clergy, and this year the opening day of the Year of the Priesthood called by Pope Benedict XVI to coincide with 150th anniversary of the “dies natalis” of Saint Jean Marie Vianney. 

Special features on the Year of the Priesthood can be found on many Catholic web sites, Faith, ShangZhi (Sapientia), the diocese of Tian Jin. The first title in the most recent issue of Faith, reads “Letter of the Holy Father Benedict XVI for Year of the Priesthood (in English)”, followed by the life of the holy Cure of Ars and many articles on the theme. Comments on the Pope's Letter include “moving words of the Pope, father strict and loving ”. Faith magazine also carried an Editorial on the subject. La Sapientia Press House of Beijing, director Peter Zhao Jian Min, Vicar of Beijing diocese and director of Bei Jing Institute for the Study of Christianity and Culture, offered to the Catholic priests and seminarians of China in this year dedicated to them, 5,000 free copies of the new edition of a text “Priests today: reflection on the decree De Presbyterorum Ministerio et Vita Presbyterorum Ordinis”, published 10 years ago. 

Some 300 Catholics in Hong Dong parish, Shan Xi province prayed for the spiritual and bodily health of the 410.000 Catholic priests all over the world that they may serve faithfully the people entrusted to their care. 

In Feng Xiang diocese preceded the opening of Year of the Priesthood with a moving Pastoral Letter written by the elderly Bishop Li Jing Feng (see Fides 18/06/2009). June 19th celebrations lasted from the morning to the evening. Some 35 priests with the Bishop reflected on the Letter of the Pope, papal documents and the theme of the Eucharist … Bishop Li said repeatedly to his priests: “The priest is a bridge to salvation, he is a mediator between God and man. People need to see the Lord in priests”. He urged his people to pray for the sanctification of the clergy. 

The opening of the Year of the Priesthood in Lin Fen parish, Shan XI province focused on Adoration, the celebration of the Eucharist and community prayer from 8am to 8pm. Whereas Bao An parish in Shen Zhen reflected on the theme of the year - “Fidelity of Christ, fidelity of the Priest,”. The solemn celebration of the Eucharist to open Year of the Priesthood, in the Cathedral, in the diocese Tai Yuan, Shan Xi province, was followed by a concert of sacred music open to the public. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 22/06/2009 - righe 43, parole 497)

Year of the Priesthood  - ASIA/CHINA - Prayers for the sanctification of priests and ordination of 5 deacons open the Year of the Priesthood in the diocese Shang Hai; initiatives in many other mainland dioceses

Shang Hai (Agenzia Fides) – “Pray for the sanctification of the 408,000 Catholic priests in the world, pray for these 5 deacons, future priests, that they may have the holiness which the name of apostle of Jesus deserves, and that they may evangelise the whole world”. Bishop Joseph Xing Wen Zhi, Auxiliary of the diocese of Shang Hai, opened the Year of the Priesthood and closed the Year of St Paul during a solemn celebration of the Eucharist in Shang Hai Cathedral on 20 June. According to reports sent to Fides, more than 3,000 priests, religious and lay faithful took part in the liturgy of ordination. Of the 5 new deacons, 3 belong to the diocese of Shang Hai and 2 belong to the dioceses of Wen Zhou and An Hui. At the end of the Mass holy pictures vocations were distributed with on the front images of Jesus the Good Shepherd and St Jean Marie Vianney and on the back a prayer for priestly vocations.

In his homily at Mass to open the Year of the Priesthood in the diocese of Ji Nan, province of Shan Dong, Bishop Zhang Xian Wang, spoke of Pope Benedict's call to priests “ to imitate St Jean Marie Vianney Maria Vianney and his humble and faithful service”; and he urged the Catholic laity to “pray for the sanctification of their priests”.

A solemn celebration of the Eucharist on June 19, opened the Year of the Priesthood in the diocese of Nan Chong, province of Si Chuan, recently struck by an earthquake. Many other dioceses, parishes and Basic Ecclesial Communities opened the Year of the Priesthood following the indications of the Pope and in communion with the Pope and with the universal Church. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 24/06/2009 - righe 27, parole 289)

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/HONG KONG - Pastoral Letter from the Bishop of Hong Kong for the Year of Priestly Vocations and the closing of the Year of St Paul: priests can say with Mary “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord, be it done unto me has you have said”

Hong Kong (Agenzia Fides) – Before thinking of what he should do, the priest must focus on what he should be… in order to “put out into the deep”; priests should help altar boys become like olive trees around the table of the Lord (cf. Sal 127,3); Seminaries must extend the programme of formation; parishes should form vocation promotion groups and provide ongoing formation for priests: these suggestions were part of a pastoral letter issued by Bishop John Tong, of Hong Kong, for the Year of Priestly Vocations. According to Hong Kong diocesan bulletin Kong Ko Bao, on July 1 Bishop Tong will open the Year for Priestly Vocations.

In his Pastoral letter Bishop Tong encourages priests to imitate Mary and to say with her “ Behold, I am the servant of the Lord, be it done unto me has you have said” (Lk 1,38). Citing the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the apostolic exhortation Novo millennio ineunte of John Paul II, Bishop Tong said that “through the Holy Spirit priests become like Christ, they represent Christ in person and they teach, sanctify and govern the Church. The celebration of the Eucharist is the summit of the priestly ministry”. In the diocese of Hong Kong “there are only 300 priests including religious and foreign missionaries ”. The Bishop said it was important to encourage vocations in order to meet the needs of mission, pastoral work and evangelisation. This is why “the diocese has chosen to connect the Year of the Priesthood called by the Pope with diocesan initiatives to promote vocations to celebrate the Year of Priestly Vocations”. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 30/06/2009 - righe 28, parole 307)

Year of the Priesthood  - ASIA/MYANMAR - Solemn opening in Yangon of the Year of the Priesthood

Yangon (Agenzia Fides) – A great celebration of prayer and sharing among bishops and priests: this is how the Catholic Church in Myanmar, united heart and mind with the Holy Father, Benedict XVI and the universal Church, celebrated the opening of the Year of the Priesthood, on 19 June.

The ceremony held in Yangon and presided by the Archbishop of Yangon, Archbishop Charles Maung Bo, was attended by several other bishops, about a hundred priests, religious and lay Catholics.

The event was preceded by a day of spiritual retreat, for the Catholic clergy on the theme “The image of the priest today”: reflection focused on the role, commitments and challenges which the priest encounters in his vocation and mission, and especially in the context of Myanmar today, where the Catholic Church is a small minority and pastoral activity meets difficulties and restrictions.

The celebration to open the Year of the Priesthood, was preceded by the unveiling of a statue of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, proclaimed patron saint of priests. This was followed by exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the reading of the Holy Father's Letter addressed to all Catholic priests on this occasion.

Archbishop Bo illustrated and explained to contents of the Letter, referring frequently to the life and the work of the saintly Cure of Ars. The Archbishop urged his priest to pray with the words of the saint and to take his life and his spirituality as a continual reference.

In the afternoon there was a Eucharistic Celebration with about 80 priest concelebrants and the participation of more than a thousand faithful. During the Year of the Priesthood the Catholic Church in Myanmar intends to intensify vocation pastoral and ongoing formation for the local clergy. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 22/06/2009 righe 23 parole 243)

Year of the Priesthood - EUROPE/POLAND - Czestochowa launches Year of the Priest website dedicated to priestly and religious vocations

Czestochowa (Agenzia Fides) – The Pastoral Office for Vocations of the Archdiocese of Czestochowa and the Major Seminary of the same Archdiocese have started a website dedicated specifically to priestly and religious vocations. The initiative was inspired by the Year of the Priest, which has been declared by the Holy Father Benedict XVI and will be celebrated June 19, 2009 to June 19, 2010. On the site, readers can find information on the life and activities of the Seminary, in addition to information on pastoral initiatives for vocations, such as prayer for vocations, the community “Friends of the Seminary”, etc. The majority of the website is dedicated to the youth who are discerning their vocation. (MF/SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2009)

Year of the Priesthood - EUROPE/POLAND - Catholic weekly Niedziela opens new Year of the Priesthood web site with texts of the Magisterium and testimony on the part of members of faithful on priests whom they have encountered in their lives

Czestochowa (Agenzia Fides) – “Fidelity of Christ, Fidelity of the Priest - Year of the Priesthood” is the title of a web site launched by Poland's Catholic weekly Niedziela, and inaugurated for the Year of the Priesthood. At this new Polish language web site launched by Czestochowa based Niedziela, readers will find a biography of St Jean Marie Polish Vianney, addresses and teachings of Benedict XVI on the Year of the Priesthood, homilies of John Paul, articles by well known theologians on the theology and spirituality of the priesthood. Readers will also find pastoral proposals for the Year of the Priesthood, prayers for priests composed by John XXIII, Paul VI, John Paul II and others. Readers will also find documents of the Magisterium of the Church and the Popes on the priesthood and priestly vocations. 

Besides testimonials by members of the faithful on figures of priest encountered (parish priests, chaplains etc…) Niedziela web site also provides information on other web sites dedicated to the priesthood, the Church's mission and her work of evangelisation. “The Year of the Priesthood is one of the most important pastoral initiatives of the Holy Father Benedict XVI–chief Niedziela writer Mgr Ireneusz Skubiś, told Fides -. We are the most read Catholic weekly in Poland and our aim is to inform the faithful of initiatives undertaken by the Catholic Church everywhere and by our weekly for the Year of the Priesthood. We are presenting the life of St Jean Marie Vianney, the life and the work of priests. Our web site is also useful for young people in search of their vocation and seminarians already preparing for priesthood ”. (MF/SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/06/2009; righe 20, parole 267)

Year of the Priesthood - VATICAN - Year of the Priest offers priests a special opportunity for conversion, “ Christ’s manner of life may be the manner of life made ever more manifest in each one of us.” Letter from Archbishop Mauro Piacenza, Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Dear Priests! In only about two weeks’ time, on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Friday 19th June, we will experience an intense moment of faith, closely united with the Holy Father and amongst ourselves, when we shall begin the Year for Priests by celebrating First Vespers of the Feast in the Basilica of St. Peter at the Vatican.” These are the opening lines of the letter that Archbishop Mauro Piacenza, Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy, addressed to all priests, and which we here publish in its entirety. 

“Each day we are called to conversion, but we are called to it in a very particular way during this year, in union with all those who have received the gift of priestly ordination. Conversion to what? It is conversion to be ever more authentically that which we already are, conversion to our ecclesial identity of which our ministry is a necessary consequence, so that a renewed and joyous awareness of our 'being' will determine our 'acting,' or rather will create the space allowing Christ the Good Shepherd to live in us and to act through us. 

Our spirituality must be nothing other than the spirituality of Christ himself, the one and only Supreme High Priest of the New Testament. 

In this year, which the Holy Father has providentially announced, we will seek together to concentrate on the identity of Christ the Son of God, in communion with the Father and the Holy Spirit, who became man in the virginal womb of Mary, and on his mission to reveal the Father and His wondrous plan of salvation. This mission of Christ carries with it the building up of the Church: behold the Good Shepherd (Cf. Jn. 19:1-21) who gives his life for the Church (Cf. Eph. 5: 25). 

Yes, conversion every day of our lives so that Christ’s manner of life may be the manner of life made ever more manifest in each one of us. 

We must exist for others, we must undertake to live with the People in a union of holy and divine love (which clearly presupposes the richness of holy celibacy), which obliges us to live in authentic solidarity with those who suffer and who live in a great many types of poverty. 

We must be labourers for the building up of the one Church of Christ, for which we must live purposefully and faithfully the communion of love with the Pope, with the Bishops, with our brother priests and with the Faithful. We must live this communion with the unbroken pilgrimage of the Church within the very sinews of the Mystical Body. 

We should be able to run spiritually in this Year with a 'wide open heart' so as to inwardly conform to our vocation the better to say, in truth 'it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me' (Gal. 2:20). 

The holiness of priests redounds to the benefit of the entire ecclesial Body. Thus it would be most fitting for all of us, be that the ordained Faithful, seminarians, the male and female religious, and the lay Faithful, to find ourselves all together at the Vatican Basilica for the Vespers presided over by the Holy Father, which will be celebrated after welcoming the Reliquary of the heart of that most outstanding priestly model who is St. John Mary Vianney. 

Those who are unable to be in City of Rome are encouraged to join themselves spiritually to the occasion. 

- Entrance to the Basilica from 16.00

The welcoming of the Reliquary at 17.30, followed by the celebration of Vespers

Entrance Tickets must be requested by Fax (06-69885863) from the Prefecture of the Papal Household and may be collected the preceding day from the Bronze Doors, under the Colonnade to the side of the Basilica. 

- Priests will wear their proper clerical attire, and religious the habit of the Institute to which they belong. 

- The Year for Priests will conclude with an International Convention in Rome on the 9th, 10th and 11th of June 2010. 

More detailed information concerning that event will be made available by this end of the current month of June. 

All those who are interested in taking part may refer to Opera Romana Pellegrinaggi (Via della Pigna 13/a, I-00186 Roma – tel. (0039)06-698961) to answer all questions of a practical nature. +Mauro Piacenza, Titular Archbishop of Vittoriana, Secretary.” (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2009)

Year of the Priesthood - ASIA/SINGAPORE - Archdiocese prepares for the Year of the Priest, following the example of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, pilgrim visitor to the parishes

Singapore (Agenzia Fides) – The local Church in Thailand is fervently preparing for the celebration of the Year of the Priest, declared by Benedict XVI, which opens June 19 on the 150th anniversary of the death of Saint Jean Marie Vianney, also known as the “Cure of Ars.”

The Commission for the Clergy of the Archdiocese, in collaboration with the “Serra Club” of Singapore, have organized a series of initiatives: the opening of the Year will be solemnly proclaimed in a Mass celebrated in the Cathedral by Archbishop Nicholas Chia of Singapore. The Mass will conclude with a blessing of a statue of St. Jean Marie Vianney which, during the Year of the Priest, will make a “pilgrimage” to the 31 parishes of the Archdiocese. The saint will be promoted as model for the youth and as a source of inspiration for celebrating the Year of the Priest. 

The statue will remain in each parish for a week. During the visit, there will be prayer vigils, encounters, and celebrations to ask God to send “laborers to His harvest,” that is, the gift of priestly vocations. “The pilgrimage of the statue is a way of getting the faithful's attention and getting them to pray, become participants in the Year of the Priest,” said Fr. Andrew Wong, president of the Commission for the Clergy. In addition, there will be retreats organized for priests in the diocese, and the Catholic Spirituality Center will be holding a special event for August 4, the 150th anniversary of the death of the Saint.

In October, the Month of the Rosary, will be dedicated to prayer for vocations. The local Church will also be working to reflect on the texts of the Holy Father, to be published throughout the year, on key issues such as the priesthood. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/6/2009)

Child Soldiers - EUROPE/ITALY - Sisters of the Sacred Heart and the Community of S. Egidio, help former child-soldiers in Uganda and Sudan rediscover their dignity and to reinsert themselves into society

Roma (Agenzia Fides) – “For 21 years the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) have been spreading violence, sacking, terror among the people, using children a preys of war ”: with these words Sr Rosemary Nyerumbe, Sudanese Sister of the Congregation of the Sacred Heart, directress of Saint Monica Centre in Gulu, Uganda, described the dramatic situation in northern Uganda and southern Sudan. “Our religious congregation was born because of this tragedy of poor people living in this land where civil war sows death, horror and suffering in every family. We were born to help these children, to help them recover from a terrible experience: taken hostage as young as 5-6 years and trained to be soldiers and servants for guerrilla leaders.” 

The Community of S. Egidio has worked for years here in these lands supporting schools, centres of assistance, and all kinds of structures necessary for the rehabilitation of the poor victims. The work of reinserting the children in not easy for the children who suffer from deep psychological wounds, or for the family and the village people who think the children are “branded by evil” and therefore dangerous. The Community helps 35,000 children all over the world in what are called "schools of peace" . The role of religious organisations was underlined recently by Mrs Radhika Coomaraswamy, Radhika Coomaraswamy, under secretary general of the United Nations and Special Representative for Children and Armed conflict, who expressed deep gratitude for “this work of education, support and humanitarian aid. Faith gives them incredible strength. They have great influence and their voices are heard and heeded. I am happy that the Pope has spoken in favour of children and their protection. For its part the UN established, with resolution 1216, what we call a “list of shame”, which condemns any action which violates the fundamental rights of children: violence, conditions of soldiers, sexual abuse, abduction, everything which prevents them from being assisted with humanitarian aid and have centres of education.”. 

The testimony of Grace Akallo, former girl soldier, expressed all the drama she experienced, violence, solitude, hunger, fear, rejection. “I have no need of notes, my experience is written on my skin. I was abducted by the rebels when I was little and with force, hunger and fear they made me into a child soldier. The only good fortune in my life has been that I was not forced to kill my parents, as some of my companions, and that I met the Sisters of the Sacred Heart, who helped me rediscover my dignity and now I am able to help those who have experienced the same suffering.” (M.T.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2009; righe 34, parole 494)

Baptisms - ASIA/CHINA - At the Cathedral of Tian Jin: 208 baptisms on the vigil of the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China: in recent years, newly baptized shown to be younger and more learned

Tian Jin (Agenzia Fides) – On the vigil of the Solemnity of the Ascension and the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China (May 24), declared by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Letter to Catholics in China in 2007, the Cathedral of the Diocese of Tian Jin baptized 208 catechumens. Following an intense preparation, the catechumens received the three Sacraments of Christian Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. As some of them said after the celebration, referring to the upcoming feast of Pentecost: “now we can celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as Catholics.”

According to statistics gathered by Agenzia Fides, among the 208 newly baptized, 61% were born after 1980; 83% are under 45 years of age; 53% have a college degree; the oldest was 64 years old and the youngest was 12; the average age was 33 years. The priest leading the catechetical program at the Cathedral said. “in the last few years, the newly baptized are proving to be younger and more learned. It is a sign of the times that calls for a more adequate catechesis, of a higher level. It is also a challenge for us: priests and laity.”

The Cathedral of Xi Kai, dedicated to Saint Joseph, in the Diocese of Tian Jin, was built in 1914 and is a Roman-style church, with a capacity of over 2,000 people. It is called “the French church” by the local people. The parish today has over 30,000 faithful. It is a very active community that uses modern technology and the mass media to promote evangelization. It was among the first parishes to launch their own website and they have now opened a Blog for evangelization. The Diocese of Tian Jing is a large Catholic community, where Catholicism has seen a considerable growth. It is one of the most important Chinese cities, under the direct administration of the central government, as is the case of Beijing, Shang Hai, and Chong Qing. According to the Guide to the Catholic Church in China 2008, the diocesan community has over 100,000 faithful, thirty priests and forty religious sisters of the Community of Charity, in addition to about ten seminarians. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 09/06/2009)

Communication - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - 11th Continental Encounter of the RIIAL: “The Church has the challenging task of entering in the world of technology, to work fearlessly in making the world a better place.”

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – With the participation of representatives from 20 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, the RIIAL (Information Network of the Church in Latin America) is celebrating its 11th Continental Encounter in Bogota (Colombia), June 3-5. The event has been organized by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications and the Latin American Bishops' Council (CELAM), with the collaboration and support of the Colombian Bishops' Conference, whose headquarters is hosting the event. The Encounter is being attended by representatives from the Bishops' Conferences all over the continent, as well as in Spain, Italy, as well as members of the RIIAL's Executive Committee and the institutions that participate in the Network: “Centro Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe” (Santa Fe, Argentina), “Asociación de Servidoras” (Argentina), “Trimilenio” (Lima, Peru), “Catholic.net” (Mexico), “Instituto Superior de Catequesis Argentino” (ISCA), the Salesian Sisters, and others. Before the event, on June 1and 2, CELAM held a study session for authorities of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications and CELAM, “to reflect on the demands of the digital culture and the role of the RIIAL in the Mission that the Bishops of the continent launched in Aparecida,” according to a note from the Network.

Present at the inauguration the Encounter were Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications from Rome, Bishop Fabian Marulanda Lopez, Secretary General of the Colombian Bishops' Conference, Fr. Jaime Restrepo, Secretary adjunct of the Colombian Bishops' Conference, Bishop Guillermo Ortiz Mondragon of Cuautitlan (Mexico), head of the Digital Communications section and RIIAL, Bishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez (Auxiliary) of San Salvador, head of the Social Communications section of the Communications Department of CELAM, Monsignor Lucio Ruiz, member of RIIAL, Leticia Soberon, General Coordinator of RIIAL, and Fr. Carlos Arturo Quintero, Executive Secretary for Communications for CELAM. 

In greeting participants, Bishop Fabian Marulanda Lopez mentioned that the Church cannot remain indifferent to the advance of technology and its importance in evangelization. He also thanked the RIIAL for their support on the Internet. He said that the Church “has the challenging task of entering in the world of technology, to work fearlessly in making the world a better place...so that the world can rediscover its foundations and truth can reign.”

Bishop Guillermo Ortiz Mondragon mentioned that the signs of the times are marked by the digital era. “With digital technology, man is entering into a new dimension of his existence,” he said. Bishop Gregorio Chavez spoke of how the RIIAL follows the model of Christ, the evangelizer par excellence. “The RIIAL has a passion for the Kingdom and compassion for the downtrodden,” he said.

Lastly, Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, made an appeal saying that we should take advantage of this new culture created by the media and the most recent technologies. “The recent communications technologies open paths and bring about a new culture. Our task is to understand this culture more and its impact on people,” the President of the PCCS said. Archbishop Celli recalled that the RIIAL has been a pioneer in the comprehension of the digital media and in trying to make these reach those most in need and those excluded by the so-called digital gap. He also said that RIIAL must face how the Church can work with the digital culture and enter into dialogue with this world. “If the Church is not communication, it is not the Church,” he said.

The objective of the Encounter was to give a boost to the services useful for the Continental Mission of the Church, in the context of the digital culture, with the various audiences and users, without excluding anyone. They hope that these services will be made a priority and well-harmonized, to avoid isolation and dispersion.

The RIIAL, whose unique role is to facilitate communication and communion within the Church and serve evangelization through the digital media, will use this meeting to define what services it can offer for these two objectives, in support of the continent's Bishops. It will also study the best way to articulate the many initiatives that the Church has taken up in this area, respecting the diversity of each project and facilitating the unity of all of them. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2009)

ASIA/INDIA – “Together we journey towards Christ”: different Christian denominations in India sign landmark agreement

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – A landmark “memorandum of understanding” for the ecumenical development of the Church in the country and for the promotion of harmony among all religions n India was signed recently by the leading bodies of the three main Christian denominations in the country: the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, the National Council of Churches and the Evangelical Fellowship of India, representing various Protestant denominations. 
The memorandum, which sanctions an ecumenical alliance among all Indian Christians, was signed by Archbishop Vincent Concessao (Catholic Church delegate); Bishop K. Sahu, representing the National Council of Churches and Bishop John Gollapalli representing the Evangelical Fellowship.

The accord - under the framework of National United Christian Forum (NUCF) - sought to share common goals and establish a cooperative arrangement to strengthen the Church and its engagement with the poor and the oppressed. The preamble of the memorandum, with the title 'Together we journey towards Christ' said: “We are committed to celebrate, enter into dialogue and act together to the glory of the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

The memorandum aims, among other things to foster and promote the spirit of intra-faith harmony, to dispel the prejudices created against the Christian community and to actively engage in the promotion of better relationships between religious communities; to bring various Christian organisations of service together for a more coordinated action and will actively promote the prophetic engagement of the Church in the socio- political economic life of the nation;  safeguarding and promoting human rights and in particular the rights of people belonging to Schedule Castes, Schedule Tribes and Backward Classes, minority communities, children, women, the poor and the marginalized. It will also address issues concerning Christians of Dalit origin, in particular the discrimination against their constitutional right to legal protection. The document notes that this new unity will be for all India's Christians, of different denominations but harshly persecuted in the same manner, a source of encouragement to all the faithful and communities all over the nations, often sorely tried as they strive to live a life of authentic Christian witness. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 19/06/2009 righe 26 parole 261)

Hunger – EUROPE/ITALY – Because the food crisis over one million people in the world suffer from hunger, rich countries also affected 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Because of the present food crisis, hunger, which already affects large sectors of the world population, threatens to reach a new dramatic record level. One sixth of the people on our planet, that is, more than one billion people, suffers from hunger: this was denounced recently by the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation based in Rome. Although figures cannot tell the whole story -  the daily tragedy of people who have little or nothing to eat -  the issue has assumed such dimensions that it cannot be removed from the international agenda. Also because for the first time a significant presence of persons suffering from hunger is registered in rich countries. 
The food crisis is connected with other major global issues: agricultural production, climate change, the economic financial crisis, international trade regulations, cooperation between the north and the south of the world, combating arms trafficking, political corruption in many poor countries. Another cause of this  increase in world hunger in the past year,  according to the UN is lower income at the global level and spreading unemployment. A problematic knot difficult to untangle and which is having drastic effect on millions of families and individuals every day, first of all shortage of food. 
Figures issued by FAO speak clearly. The number of people in the world suffering from hunger has risen to 1.020 billion, in developed countries the quota of undernourished persons this year has reached 15 million, which means a 15.4% rise compared to 2008. 
Compared with last year the number of people suffering from hunger in the world has risen by 11%, due to a combination of global financial crisis, and rising food prices. Speculation on hunger burned in the world almost 200 billion dollars for grain alone, with international quotas halved in a year from 10 dollars per bushel (0.37 dollars per kilo) last year to a little more than 5 dollars per bushel (0.18 dollars per kilo) whereas the prices of food by-products, such as bread and flour, have continued to increase in rich and in poor countries. FAO says that although prices of basic food have diminished, they are still 24% higher than in 2006 and 33% higher than in 2005.

The picture presents many dark sides on looking closer at the situation in different continental areas. In Asia and the Pacific about 642 million people are chronically undernourished; in Sub-Saharan Africa. 265 million; in Latin America and the Caribbean. 53 million; in the Near East and North Africa. 42 million; the highest increase in number of undernourished persons in developing countries was registered  in the Middle East and North Africa (42 million +13.5%). Latin America and the Caribbean, the only world region which had shown some improvement, registered a marked increase in undernourished persons (53 million +12.8%). Given this alarming situation the FAO convoked another summit for heads of state and government to find ways to stop the spreading food crisis. (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 22/6/2009; righe 38, parole 561)

Youth - EUROPE/ITALY - “New Disciples of Emmaus Being Christians in the University”: 1,500 European university students to meet in Rome and visit the Pope
Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Study is a “Providential opportunity to advance on the path of faith”: these were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in one of the many encounters he has held with university students, the privileged audience of the Pope and the entire Church, as they incarnate the “hope” that becomes evamgelization and zeal for the mission. From this “thirst for hope” of the youth, comes an encounter now being prepared in Rome, set to begin July 9, when 1,500 students from European universities will meet to reflect on themes like “the youth and hope in Europe” and “the youth and intellectual charity.”

The workshops will begin with a Mass presided by Archbishop Jean-Louis Brugues, Secretary of the Congregation for Catholic Education, in the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, followed by the official inauguration of the First European Meeting of University Students. The meeting is beeing organized by the Office for University Pastoral Care of the Vicariate of Rome and promoted by the CCEE, the Consilium Conferentiarum Episcoporum Europae, the Ministry of Education, University and Research, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. From July 6-8, youth will be lodged at the city universities of Milan, Padua, Venice, Bologna, Pisa, Florence, Perugia, and others, for encounters with the chaplaincy and an introduction to university life in Italy, led by the National CEI Office for Education, Schools, and Universities.

“The European Meeting of University Students is a very important moment for analyzing the Christian presence on university campuses throughout the continent,” says Msgr. Lorenzo Leuzzi, Director of the Office for University Pastoral Care of the Vicariate of Rome. “And this presence should be noted as a form of intellectual charity. A new synthesis between the Gospel and culture is needed to help the culture to gear itself towards an elaboration that is capable of guaranteeing the true dignity of the human person. The university students should become promoters of cultural laboratories in their own campuses, where they carry out a much-needed interdisciplinary dialogue in order to find the right responses to contemporary society.”

One of the high points of the meeting will be the pilgrimage to the World Youth Day Cross, which will take place on July 10, at 9pm, starting from the Economy Department at Tor Vergata and ending in Piazzale Giovanni Paolo II, the site of the WYD in the Jubilee Year 200, where the Cross will be taken for the occasion. (The Cross is normally on display in the San Lorenzo Youth Center in the Vatican.)

“I am really excited and I am preparing for the event with prayer, along with my Campus Ministry group at the university,” says Thomas, a 23-year-old from Berlin, future architect. “This will be the first time I visit the Pope's city. Our group has 15 students and we have decided to prepare ourselves for this important moment of cultural reflection and pilgrimage with a weekly catechesis at our university here in Germany.” The central event of the Meeting will be on July 11, at 9:30am, with a Mass presided by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Vatican Secretary of State, in St. Peter's Basilica. The Mass will be followed by an audience with the Holy Father Benedict XVI, scheduled to begin at 12 noon. (DV) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2009)

Youth - OCEANIA/SOLOMON ISLANDS - Diocesan Youth Day, in the spirit of WYD, in the example of Saint Paul

Honiara (Agenzia Fides) – The Solomon Islands recently celebrated a Diocesan Youth Day, with the theme given by Pope Benedict XVI: “We have set our hope on the living God” (1 Tim 4:10). The event was an occasion for prayer and for sharing experiences and the joy of being young Christians.

The day was an opportunity to recall the graces of WYD in 2008, in Sydney, which a group of young people from the Solomon Islands attended. They have since continued their human and spiritual formation on the islands with a Youth Ministry program that includes catechesis, retreats, mass media training, and experiences with charitable services and care for the needy.

The Day, which was attended by youth from the parishes of Honiara, was filled with references to Saint Paul. In the Year of St. Paul, the local Church has wished to present the youth with the example of Saint Paul and his virtues of “a man with a deep love for Jesus Christ,” “zealous missionary,” “a courageous and humble person.”

The youth were invited to follow St. Paul's example in their faith life. As the Message of Pope Benedict XVI says, Paul was a “witness to hope,” which is a fundamental component in the life of every Christian, especially the youth who should spend all the years God gives them in building the Kingdom of God. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2009)

Migration - AMERICA/ECUADOR - Final Message from the IV Encounter of the “Plan Andino Hispano de Migraciones”: “Migration, is not simply another problem; it is a reason for hope and an opportunity to build a better world together, with greater brotherhood and solidarity.”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) - “The reality of immigration is full of both opportunities and uncertainties, and dangers, for the people who set off on their journey. In Latin America and the Caribbean this sign of the times, the result of economic causes, politics and violence, is a phenomenon that is at times dramatic and affects millions of people: immigrants, internally displaced persons, and refugees,” says the Final Document published at the close of the IV Encounter of the “Plan Andino Hispano de Migraciones” (Hispanic-Andes Migration Plan) in Quito (Ecuador), with the theme: “Pastoral Attention for Immigrants of the Andes and Latin Americans.” 

The meeting was attended by 35 people, in representation of the Bishops' Conferences and Caritas of Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Ecuador, the United States, Spain, and Italy. The event is part of a joint effort that began over four years ago, in response to the impact of immigration on the population.

According to a statement issued for the event, the Catholic Church accompanies these, her brethren, “and wishes to offer them an improved service in the various phases of their migration process,” “acknowledging immigration as a right,” and preserving “the human dignity of the migrant in every circumstance.” It continues: “In the USA, a country known for its long history of migrant patterns, the pastoral attention to those who come from the outside is rich in initiatives and institutional responses that are in a constant process of renewal.” In Europe, however, “as the new arrival of large migratory patterns from Latin America, the primary concern has been to help the migrant confront the risks of social and economic insecurity, supporting their social integration. However, in spite of the efforts made, their ecclesial integration still seems in many cases to be weak and inefficient.” 

The participants in the encounter make several suggestions for strengthening pastoral care of immigrants. Firstly, they mention the need for “both the immigrant and the society that receives them to overcome the economic evaluation of immigration, moving on to a vision of immigration as a right and an opportunity for integral human development.” Moreover, the cultural identity of the migrant should be respected, with an appreciation of the values of other cultures, adapting pastoral plans so as to guarantee an adequate attention, making sure that the pastoral activity integrates all these aspects.

They also mention the importance of the religious dimension in the life of the migrant, as well as the need for “the Churches of their homeland to make a commitment in accompanying the migrants pastorally speaking, in their discernment, in their insertion into the country of destination and, as far as possible, their return, with special attention to situations of family disintegration.”

They also consider it of great importance that a dialogue be established amidst the various Bishops' Conferences and Church institutions of the Andes countries with the USA and Europe, defining new modes of pastoral collaboration, promoting the responsibility of pastoral agents who are adequately trained in attending to the needs of migrants. “Policies, laws, and practices in the area of immigration should be made in support of family unity.”

“We are convinced that migration is not simply another problem; it is a reason for hope and an opportunity to build a better world together, with greater brotherhood and solidarity,” the text concludes. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2009)

Migration - AMERICA/GUATEMALA - Meeting of the Episcopal Conferences of U.S.A., Mexico, Central America and Caribbean on migration: with this phenomenon, “inhabitants of different continents are moving, and along with them, mission must move.”

Tecún-Umán (Agenzia Fides) – From June 2-4, the city of Tecún-Umán is hosting the II Migration Meeting attended by Bishops from the US, Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean. The Encounter began on June 2, with a talk by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, who spoke on “The Conciliar Church and the Pastoral Care of Welcome,” showing the pastoral care of welcome that the Church offers, at the light of the II Vatican Council. 

The Church, said Archbishop Marchetto, is missionary by nature “to communicate its treasure and become rich in new gifts and values.” He said that the theological and ecclesial foundations of the pastoral care of welcome in the evangelization of cultures are found in the Instruction “Erga migrantis Caritas Christi.” “This is the specific pastoral care of migration, making contact between people of different nationalities, ethnicity and religion, contributing to making visible the true character of the Church.” It is through them, in fact, “that the plan of saving the communion of God will be carried out. However, the ecclesial welcome offered to migrant Catholics is a privileged opportunity, albeit often a painful one, to achieve a greater sense of belonging to the Universal Church beyond particularities.” 

The phenomenon of migration, he said, helps to “discover that mission is accomplished not only in the so-called missionary territories, traditionally those of Africa or Asia, given that today the inhabitants of different continents are moving, and along with them, mission must move.” The prelate showed that the key to missionary work with immigrants can be summed up in two words: “dialogue” and “proclamation,” based upon “the freedom of the act of faith, the duty to search for the truth, the rejection of relativism as far as religion is concerned.”

He also reflected on the importance of the commitment of the entire People of God, in the service of an integrated pastoral care, together, in favor of migrants, beginning with the laity. Here, he recalled that the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People sent the lay associations and ecclesial movements, after consulting the Pontifical Council for the Laity, a letter “inviting them to put themselves at the heart of serving the cause of immigrants in the various expressions of human mobility.” On June 18 of last year, Tijuana (city in northern Mexico, bordering the USA) hosted the I Meeting for Bishops from Mexico, the United States, and Central America on the question of immigration (see Fides 24/6/2008). Less than one month ago, a note from the “Casa del Migrante” of Tecún-Umán addressed the terrible acts committed against Central Americans without papers, who try to pass through Mexico to reach the United States. There are men and women who are “victims of robbery, kidnapping, blackmail, sexual abuse, servitude, and slavery.”

The “Casa del Migrante,” which is run by the Missionarie of Saint Charles Borromeo, Scalabrinian Fathers, religious congregation whose charism is focused on pastoral work with migrants. Fr. Ademar Barilli, Director of the Casa del Migrante, denounced the fact that the difficulties encountered by illegal immigrants from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Honduras, begin in their own countries, because the authorities demand money in exchange for permission to leave the country, and once they reach Guatemala and Mexico, the abuses worsen. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2009)

Migration - VATICAN - Migration and new forms of slavery: “The Church combats modern forms of slavery, through her convictions, teachings and activity, inspired by the Lord's Gospel of love and compassion and the dignity of every human person ”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “ The Church combats modern forms of slavery, through her convictions, teachings and activity, inspired by the Lord's Gospel of love and compassion and the dignity of every human person, using the means at her disposal, in keeping with her nature and mission”: this was said by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant Peoples, during a conference on Migration and New Slavery, held in Rome, at the Convention of Consiglio Nazionale Forense.

The Church, the Archbishop said, “invites all people goodwill to respond to the powerful call of the Instruction Erga migrantes caritas Christi to be ‘promoters of an authentic culture of acceptance ' and to Christians to respond to the call of St Paul ‘accept one another as Christ accepts you for the glory of God.” 

To have an idea of the size of the migratory phenomenon in the world, Archbishop Marchetto recalled that the world has about 200 million international migrants. UNHCR, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, cares for about 32.9 million. Of these 9.9 million are refugees, 12.8 million are internally displaced persons and 5.8 million are stateless persons. Another 4.2 million refugees are under the protection of UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East).. 

The UN defines human trafficking as “ recruitment, transport, transfer, accommodation or acceptance of persons ”, with improper means including threats, recourse to violence and other means of coercion, kidnapping, fraud, deception, abuse of power and a state of vulnerability “for exploitation”. This includes various forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour, slavery or similar practices and even removal of organs. 

“The coming into force of the Protocol on Human Trafficking in December 2003, posed important challenges in terms of concepts with regard to the application of the law – said Archbishop Marchetto -. It introduced in international law the concept of exploitation, until then quite new, which can consist of labour abuse or sexual abuse”. According to the ILO report on forced labour, at least 12.3 million people live in conditions of slavery and “there are at least three kinds of modern slavery: state imposed, sex trade organised by private citizens and economic exploitation, also by private citizens”. Among these modern slaves, 2.4 million are victims of human trafficking, another 7.4 million are exploited by private citizens, and 2.5 million are subject to forced labour by governments or military groups. Figures show that forced labour involving governments or military, amounts to about 20% of all slaves today. The remaining 9.8 million 1.4 (11%) are exploited in prostitution (victims of trafficking and non) and 7.8 million (an amazing 63%) are subject to slavery for economic reasons. A little less than half of all human trafficking (43%) is for sexual exploitation and commercial ends, and almost one third (32%) for economic ends. A good quarter (25%) is due to mixed or undetermined reasons, and we know that one purpose of human trafficking is organ removal. 

More than half (56%) of those trapped in exploitation for commercial ends are women and girls, whereas men and boys account for less than half (44%). In exploitation for prostitution, women and girls constitute almost the totality, (98%). It is estimated that children represent between 40 and 50% of the victims.

“The Church has not remain indifferent or silent with regard to modern forms of slavery ” said Archbishop Marchetto, citing various documents from Vatican II to the Instruction Erga migrantes caritas Christi, which speaks of human trafficking as “a new chapter of slavery”, and underlines, among other things, the importance of a juridical solution. The Church is aware of the connection between human trafficking and migration and therefore encourages “ratification of international laws which guarantee the rights of migrants, refugees and their families”. 

The Secretary of the Pontifical Council for Migrants and Itinerant Peoples said “the Church is active in various countries offering assistance to victims of human trafficking, being present among them, listening, assisting, help to escape from sexual violence, creating safe lodgings , helping them to integrate into the society of the host country or to return to their homeland in a sustainable manner. In countries with an explosion of violent conflict, the Church rescue child soldiers organising activities for their social-economic reinsertion in society, and also to heal the trauma affecting these former combatants and their families and/or receiving communities. The Church also promotes activities of prevention and awareness building”. 

“However it should not be forgotten,– the Archbishop observed -, that the principal cause of this horrendous phenomenon of new forms of slavery is the enormous gap between rich and poor countries and between rich and poor people in the same country. This is what pushes people to abandon their own country, in one way or another, and to seek better opportunities abroad”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2009 – Righe 63; Parole 887)

Missionaries killed - AFRICA/SOUTH AFRICA - Austrian Mariannhill Missionary killed

Johannesburg (Agenzia Fides) – Fr. Ernst Plöchl, a 78 year-old Austrian missionary from the Congregation of Mariannhill Missionaries was killed in the South African Cape Province. 

Fr. Ploechl, who was a missionary in South Africa for over 40 years, was found dead on the morning of May 31, in the remote missionary station of Maria Zell, Mariannhill Missionaries spokesman Andreas Rohring told the Austrian agency APA. 

The spokesman affirmed that the the exact circumstances of the crime are yet unknown, as the missionary station has no telephone services. Initially, the local authorities affirmed that the missionary was killed by gun shot wounds, then they said it was by strangulation. Fr. Ploechl ran a school with 400 students in Matatiele, a city in the south of the country.

Fr. Ploechl was born in Neumarkt im Mühlkreis, in the Austrian district of Freistadt, where the missionary had strong ties and was admired for his commitment to the poor. His death has caused deep grief in Austria. A Mass will be said for his soul on June 5 in Neumarkt im Mühlkreis. Fr. Ploechl is scheduled to be buried in his hometown. He is the third Catholic priest to be killed in South Africa this year.

South Africa has one of the highest percentiles of criminal violence in the world: an average of 50 people are killed every day. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2009)

Mission - VATICAN - In the footsteps of Matteo Ricci, “a Jesuit in the Kingdom of the Dragon”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The reflections of Archbishop Celli, quotes from the Pope's message by Bishop Giuliodori, the dreams of Fr. Lombardi, the work of the Chinese Ambassador in the footsteps of Matteo Ricci were all featured in the presentation of “Matteo Ricci: A Jesuit in the Kingdom of the Dragon,” a documentary on the life of the great Jesuit missionary, by Gjon Kolndrekaj. The presentation took place on the evening of June 18, in the presence of Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect for the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications; Archbishop Robert Sarah, Secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; Bishop Claudio Giuliodori of Macerata-Tolentino-Recanati-Cingoli-Treia; Fr. Federico Lombardi, SJ, Director of the Holy See Press Office; Mr. Sun Yu Xi, Ambassador of the People's Republic of China in Italy; Mr. Zhang Jian Da, Cultural Councilor for the Embassy, who played an important role in collaborating with the making of the film. There were also several Jesuits present from the world of communications and others from the world of culture, for the showing of this work sponsored by the General Curia of the Company of Jesus and the Diocese of Macerata-Tolentino-Recanati-Cingoli-Treia and promoted by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications in collaboration with the cultural and academic world of the People's Republic of China.

During his opening speech, Archbishop Celli recalled his first trip to China, visiting the tomb of the great Fr. Li Ma Dou (Fr. Matteo Ricci's Chinese name) and other Jesuits who gave their lives in that faraway land of the East, for the Lord's mission, underlining the present significance of this “great bridge.” Fr. Federico Lombardi, SJ, said that as a Jesuit speaking on behalf of all his brothers of the community, he would share two of his great dreams: see the Beatification of Fr. Matteo Ricci and the first Chinese Prime Minister to convert to Catholicism, Paul Xu, and that the Jesuits today would continue the path begun by Fr. Matteo... “This is a certainty,” he said. Bishop Guiliodori, promotor of the great celebration for the 400th anniversary of Fr. Matteo's death, highlighted the importance of science in the cultural change, quoting the Holy Father's message from May 6, 2009: “I am therefore greatly pleased to join all those who recall this generous son of your land, obedient minister of the Church, and intrepid and intelligent messenger of the Gospel of Christ. Considering his intense scientific and spiritual work, we are positively amazed by the innovative and unique capacity he had in bringing together Chinese cultural and spiritual traditions in conjunction. That was in fact the characteristic aspect of his mission to find possible harmony between the ancient and noble Chinese civilization and the newness of Christianity, which leads to freedom and true renewal within every society, as the Gospel is the universal message of salvation to the whole world, regardless of their cultural or religious context.” 

In his brief and intense talk, Mr. Sun Yu Xi, Ambassador of the People's Republic of China in Italy, highlighted the popularity of Fr. Matteo Ricci, from his own experience: “the first time I heard his name, I was studying as a child.” He also confirmed that “China is working towards the normalization of diplomatic relations between China and the Vatican.” Thus, the figure of Fr. Matteo Ricci is truly more important today than ever. In addition, at the Shanghai Expo 2010, there will be various projects dedicated to the great Jesuit missionary, Fr. Matteo Ricci. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 19/06/2009)

Continental Mission - AMERICA/PANAMA - “The Eucharist: Source and Summit of Our Mission,” theme of the 39th Eucharistic Congress, during which the Archdiocese will launch its Great Mission

Panama City (Agenzia Fides) – The Archdiocese of Panama will officially launch its Great Mission, this Sunday, June 21, at 9am, in the Roberto Mano Arena of Piedra Duran, on the occasion of its 39th Eucharistic Congress. 

With the theme: “The Eucharist: Source and Summit of Our Mission,” 11,000 Catholics are expected to crowd the Roberto Mano Arena in Piedra Duran, to attend the Mass to be presided by Archbishop Jose Dimas Cedeño Delgado of Panama City and concelebrated by Auxiliary Bishops Pablo Varela and Jose Domingo Ulloa, and the priests from the Archdiocese's 95 parishes. An hour prior to the Mass, the priests will administrate the Sacrament of Confession. 

The Mission is the beginning of the itinerary that will lead up to the 2013 celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Evangelization of Panama, the First Church on Land on the American Continent. The Continental Mission proposed by the Bishops of Latin America was officially launched in Quito, Ecuador, in 2008, during the celebration of the Third American Missionary Congress. The Church in Panama made their official launching on March 1, 2009, in Atalaya, Veraguas.

According to the organizing committee for the Eucharistic Congress, led by Fr. Romulo Aguilar and Fr. David Cosca, the mission is an effort to place the Church in a permanent state of mission, without an official end, that can serve as a time of grace that leads to an encounter with the Living Christ, who calls us to a personal and pastoral conversion, and as a result, to ecclesial renewal and transformation in the society. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2009)

Peace- ASIA/PAKISTAN - Christians in Pakistan pray for peace; pilgrimage to European shrines

Islamabad (Agenzia Fides) – Praying for peace in Pakistan: this is one of the main tasks being carried out by the Christian community in the country, which is experiencing a moment of great tensions, as a result of the violence and threat from Taliban groups. 

As Agenzia Fides learned from Fr. Mario Rodriguez, Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Pakistan, the various Christian communities present in the country are praying for peace, holding prayer vigils, Eucharistic Adoration, Masses, and encounters for dialogue with people of the Muslim faith.

A special pilgrimage has been organized in Europe, to visit the cities of Rome, Venice, Padua, Assisi, Lourdes, and Fatima. A delegation of Pakistani Catholics, made up of priests, religious, and laity, will visit shrines in these areas in the days to come, praying for the gift of peace. Organizers told Fides: “During the pilgrimage, we will have our hearts and minds placed on the people of Swat and Malanakd, who are suffering from the violence. We will entrust our country to the prayers of the Holy Father and in visiting the Marian Shrines, we will especially pray for the millions of refugees suffering today in Pakistan.”

Further news has reached Fides, of discrimination and violence suffered by the non-Muslim minorities of the North-West Frontier Province, in an area on the border with Afghanistan. Christians, Sikh, and Hindus have been forced to pay the jazia, the Islamic tax for non-Muslims. The arbitrary fee has been imposed by local Muslim leaders, in flagrant violation of the Pakistani legal system, which does not require such payments. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2009)
Pontifical Mission Societies  – ASIA/PAKISTAN – Pontifical Mission Societies assist displaced persons in Swat Valley

Lahore (Agenzia Fides) – The Pontifical Mission Societies Office in Pakistan has launched and awareness building and aid campaign to assist displaced families in the region of Swat Valley. The PMS are collecting funds to help the more than two million persons displaced from North West Frontier Province of Pakistan due to fighting between the army and Taliaban militia.

Following an appeal by the Catholic Bishops of Pakistan, who called on the faithful to mobilise for humanitarian assistance, the local PMS office, directed by Fr. Mario Rodrigues, have asked parishes and church associations to make special collections to assist the victims of the emergency which is affecting the whole country.

Children and young people are helping to collect funds. Carrying special boxes they encourage adults to help these people in difficult situation.

This activity of the PMS flanks continued efforts by the local Catholic Church (see Fides 10/6/2009). Pakistan Catholics are pooling resources, experience and capacity to meet the needs of the dramatic situation of the displaced persons. The local authorities in collaboration with NGOs  have opened total number of 27 camps in six different districts of Swat Valley. Christian volunteers assist all the refugees, the majority of whom are Muslims making no distinction with regard creed or origin. The displaced persons include some of the 100,000 Christians living in North West Frontier Province. Commitment for assistance has spread to the principal cities Islamabad and Rawalpindi, affected by the flux of refugees. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2009 righe 25 parole 253)

The Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/UNITED KINGDOM - Pontifical Mission Societies in England and Wales re-focuses missionary work with launch of “Missio”

London (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) in England and Wales announced today, June 9, that they will relaunch the missionary society with the name of “Missio,” according to a statement sent to Agenzia Fides from.

The announcement took place following a Mass, celebrated by Archbishop Faustino Sainz Muñoz, Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain, and reception at the PMS London headquarters. The Apostolic Nuncio’s presence, the statement said, demonstrated the importance of mission to Pope Benedict XVI and the Church as a whole.

Monsignor John Dale, National Director of the PMS (now Missio), explained the thinking behind the re-launch.“As a symbol of unity in faith and mission, several of the European offices have chosen to share a single name, Missio, a word that is simple and easily recognizable in many languages,” he said. “'Missio,' from the Latin ‘sending out’, also expresses commitment to the God-given mission of the Church.”

“This change of name, which will be adopted in September, has been approved and welcomed by the Bishops of England and Wales and the National Council of PMS Diocesan Directors. Its logo shows the Cross at the center of its service to the Gospel. The new motto ‘Sharing faith, giving life’ expresses Missio’s vital commitment to serving the Church, especially where the Church is young or poor,” Msgr. Dale concluded. (RG/AR) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/ITALY - “Like Christ, faithful to the mission”: a campaign from the Pontifical Mission Societies for the World Day for the Sanctification of Priests

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – On the celebration of the World Day for the Sanctification of Priests, on the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, on June 19, which this year marks the opening of the Year of the Priest declared by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, on the 150th anniversary of the death of Saint John Vianney, the Cure of Ars, the Second “Missionary Animator” Campaign from the Pontifical Mission Societies of Italy will be dedicated to the “prayer for priests in the world and solidarity for the seminarians from young Churches.” 

Following the presentation of the Campaign and a prayer for priests composed by Bishop Tonino Bello, a there is a proposed itinerary of personal prayer or communal prayer in front of the Eucharist. There are also five meditations for groups on the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians, with the following theme: To know yourself, community of Corinth; Community illumined by a great light; Community with problems and conflicts; Overcoming darkness with the light of Christ; The Community, light in communion.

Lastly, they recall the objectives of the Pontifical Work of Saint Peter Apostle: create awareness in the Christian community on the formation of the local clergy in the Churches in the missions; contribute to the construction and upkeep of seminaries in the missions; cooperate in funding for male and female novices of local religious institutes; contribute to the studies of priests and religious in foreign countries; find lodging for priests and religious from missions while they finish their studies in universities in Rome. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2009)

Pontifical Missionary Societies  - OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Awareness campaign of the Pontifical Mission Societies, for the safeguarding of Creation and climate changes

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) – Protecting the planet and safeguarding Creation as a gift from God, offering an effective contribution to a problem to the climate emergency: this is the main objective of a new campaign of the Pontifical Missionary Societies (PMS) in Australia, who have joined forces with several associations and NGOs of Australia. The common aim is that of placing positive pressure on the government to take adequate measures on a national and international level, to support the renewable resources and respect for nature. 

The PMS are mainly spreading awareness in schools, but it will also reach out to other continents, where the PMS supports education, cooperation, and development projects.

The PMS recalled and shared the contents of the letter sent from over 60 religious leaders to Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, calling for a greater commitment to meeting the needs presented by climate changes. The letter observed how the industrialized nations, and not only the environmental organizations, should take greater responsibility in this area. The text recalled that “the per-capita emission rate of greenhouse gases in Australia is among the highest the world” and that the government should consider work in this area as “a real moral responsibility,” for safeguarding the life of its citizens and of humanity.

The religious communities of Australia are also instructing the faithful on the question of climate changes and on the need for each person to live lifestyles that consider their social responsibility and with sobriety. 

The Pontifical Mission Societies in Australia have been running for over 185 years in the parishes, schools, associations, and movements throughout the country, to show how the Gospel calls every believer to be a missionary. The PMS also offers assistance to the needy, especially in the areas of healthcare, education, and spiritual formation. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 19/06/2009)

Human trafficking – EUROPE/ITALY – First ever International Network of Women Religious to combat human trafficking; approved proposals include web page and World Day against Human Trafficking 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – An important decision marked the closing of an International Meeting for Women Religious on the tragedy of human trafficking (see Fides 15/6/2009; 17/6/2009). The final day of the meeting saw the birth of Talità Kum (Arise) International Network of Consecrated Life to Combat Human Trafficking. The proposal was unanimously approved by the 2009 Congress  “Religious Women Against Human Trafficking”. Talità Kum were the words used by Jesus when he addressed the young daughter of Jairus, who was dead, and the girl immediately rose from her bed (cf. Mk 5,41). 

The Vatican's Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, 'supports and encourages' the initiative: said Sr Enrica Rosanna, of the Salesian Sisters of Mary Help of Christians, under- secretary of the Congregation. “In recent years – the nun explained at meeting – the phenomenon of human trafficking had changed face, route and methods; however despite different forms of crime, different methods to combat it and to rehabilitate victims, to promote awareness and solutions, the persistent danger of exploitation of human persons, specially women and minors with the consequent reduction to slavery and submission, remains”. Moreover “the various criminal Mafia groups continually change strategies to gain more and more profit through recruitment of young victims for the popular sex for payment market and in relation to minors also exploitation for illegal labour”. “Increasingly – said Sr Enrica Rosanna - women religious are among those working to provide human, psychological and spiritual assistance to women in temporary care centres. This rich panorama which testifies to prophetic caritas; a panorama which impels us to intensify the network of good energies of Consecrated Life for a fruitful future and for the ransom of human dignity ”.

The Meeting mandated a work-group to take the first steps towards building an international network internazionale able to influence civil society and governments. Governments, the Meeting underlined, need to be sensitised because they opt for the shorter path of repression and fail to see that illegal immigration is often a mask for human trafficking. Public opinion must be helped not to close its eyes to the many tragic human situations which led to illegal immigration.

The solution, said Peter Schatzer, head of International Organisation for Migration IOM mission in Italy, is to intensify collaboration between the International Union of Religious Superiors General and the  IOM first example of cooperation between a Church body and a secular body at the world level, through “the modality of a network” to help Religious Congregations interact at the world and regional level with governments and international organisations. In this sense, the meeting highlighted another important aspect: to combat human trafficking often masked by illegal immigration, there must be continual dialogue between countries of arrival, countries of origin and countries of transit. Initiatives taken by the Meeting included: construction of a web page on the issue, support for initiatives to combat human trafficking launched by women religious in South Africa in view of the next World Football Championship and women religious in Canada in view of the Winter Olympics in Vancouver. The Meeting gave a unanimous mandate to international coordination to take the necessary steps to promote a World Day to combat human trafficking to flank the European Day to be held on 18 October. (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2009; righe 40, parole 561)

Violence - AFRICA/CONGO DR - Since 2007, one third of North Kivu's people have been evacuated and in neighboring South Kivu mass rapes continue. Who benefits from all this?

Kinshasa (Agenzia Fides) – News continues regarding the serious violence being carried out against the people of North and South Kivu, in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo. As Agenzia Fides has reported (see Fides 14/5/2009, 28/5/2009, 3/6/2009), the violence is committed by members of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda, however by the Congolese soldiers as well. 

Caritas-Development of Congo denounced the fact that on June 1, several attacks were carried out on villages in the Mwenga area, where houses were set on fire and at least one case of rape was confirmed.

One of the most horrendous crimes in this conflict have been the rapes committed on women and children from the two Kivus. According to Nestor Yombo, from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), in the last 3 months alone there have been at least 463 cases of sexual violence in South Kivu, over half the number of cases registered in all of 2008. The increase in secual violence has coincided with the deployment of Congolese soldiers in the area, as part of a new military attack on the FDLR.

Yombo told the case of a 3-year-old girl who died from the violence suffered. According to a representative of the local civil society, the FDLR is continually responsible for rape cases, while there are several isolated cases of sexual violence performed by members of the Congolese Army.

In 2008, in North Kivu, the International Crisis Group reported that there were 2,200 cases of rape registered, however there were surely more than those registered, as several women feared making a claim (for the impact of sexual violence in reference to the local culture, see Fides 29/10/2007). 

The worst violence is committed by a faction group of the FDLR, associated with the Congolese militia of Rasta. This group carries out rape and sexual mutilations, as part of a concrete plan that seeks ethnic cleansing for taking control of the area that is rich in minerals. 

The old Latin saying “Cui Prodest?” (Who benefits?) is always repeated when a crime is analyzed. According to the missionary network “Peace for Congo” and several observers of the socio-political situation in North Kivu, the current attacks are being carried out by assailants who disguise themselves under the auspices of the FDLR and form a part of the last stage of the war to take over North Kivu, to reach a final occupation. It is worth noting that in 2007, one third of North Kivu's population was forced to evacuate and live in refugee camps far from their hometowns. For observers, the next stage will be the return to the abandoned villages of Congo, in order to promote new arrivals and openness to the coltan mines that are found in the neighboring villages, which are currently besieged by fires. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2009)

Violence - AFRICA/NIGERIA - “Unprecedented humanitarian situation” in the Niger Delta; Nigerian Bishops call for an immediate ceasefire

Lagos (Agenzia Fides) - “As the Chief Shepherds of the people of God in Nigeria, we are particularly pained by the suffering, displacements and deaths of innocent citizens in the Niger Delta Region which have resulted from 'operation Cordon and search' since May 12, 2009,” says a declaration sent to Agenzia Fides from Archbishop Felix A. Job of Ibadan, President of the Nigerian Bishops' Conference.

The military attack being carried out by the joint Task Force, on the MEND (Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta) guerrillas has caused many civilian victims and forced thousands of inhabitants to flee their homes (see Fides 29/5/2009).

Archbishop Job criticizes the “bombardment of the Communities of Oporoza, Kunukunuma, Kurutie and Okerenkoko,” saying that it “cannot be justified particularly in so far as military operation involved the destruction of residences and the displacement of innocent citizens, who as a result, have become vulnerable to diseases, hunger and starvation.”

The President of the Nigerian Bishops' Conference says that “over 20,000 people have been trapped in the fighting and over 65 people have lost their lives while hundreds of innocent citizens have sustained various levels of severe injuries in Warri South West alone.” 

In light of this drama, the Catholic Bishops call for “a total and unconditional ceasefire on both sides. We call on the Federal Government to urgently halt all air bombardment of Niger delta Communities in order to arrest further destruction of lives and properties of innocent citizens.”

The Bishops also ask tjat all aid workers, including the Red Cross, the National Emergency Management Agency, Justice Development and Peace/Caritas Nigeria be urgently granted access to the Region in order to take care of the displaced persons and the injured. 

“In addition, we call on the Federal Government to respond constructively to the recommendations of the Technical Committee on the Niger Delta, submitted to the President since last December 2008. The Technical Committee Report represents the most promising effort to develop a coherent strategy in the Niger Delta. The Federal Government should therefore, seize the opportunity for ending armed conflict and set the stage for sustained long-term development of the Region,” the Bishops say.

The Bishops also call for general amnesty, a program for demobilisation, disarmament, and reintegration (DDR), with the regional leaders and the militants, along with budget transparency and financial accountability at state and local government levels in the Niger Delta, so that the allocated funds are used to benefit the region.

The Bishops ask the armed groups acting in the area to free all their hostages, end the violence, and collaborate in the DDR program. They ask the oil companies in the area to “take concrete steps to implement comprehensive cooperate social responsibility plans,” for the local communities who resent the pollution that has come from the oil-rigging. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2009)

Violence - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Following the assassination of a catechist working in Social Ministry, the Church asks that civilians not be caught up in the conflict

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – The National Secretariat for Social Ministry in Colombia issued a statement in response to the murder of Jorge Humberto Echeverri Garro, a 40-year-old professor and catechist, making an appeal to the public on a national and international level, in light of the situation of violence that is spreading through Arauca. In the statement, signed by Monsignor Hector Fabio Henao Gaviria, Director of the National Secretariat of Social Ministry, the National Secretariat shows its great concern for “the persistent harm done to civilians caught up in the armed conflict, which also affects the humanitarian aid areas and neutral areas run by the Catholic Church in this area and throughout the country.”

As the statement explains, on June 11, Jorge Humberto Echeverri Garro, 40 years of age, was in Colonos, Panama de Arauca, City of Arauquita, participating in a meeting for Social Ministry, on plans the Church is making for community reinforcement in the area, in collaboration with Caritas Germany. During the meeting, a guerrilla group took over the populated area of the city, went to the site of the meeting and without any explanation, laid hold of the catechist and killed him. 

The statement reads: “Jorge Humberto, in addition to being known for his leadership, was also a catechist and participant in the teachers' network...in collaboration with the UNHCR.”

This is not the first time something of this kind occurs. So far, this year alone, three other teachers in difficult access areas have been killed: June 9, in Puerto Rondon, a group of armed men killed Pablo Garcia (of the indigenous ethnic group of the Sikuani), working at the school in the indigenous community of Cuiloto Marreros (Hitnu ethnicity). On June 8, 16-year-old Linderman German Farias Gonzales was reported missing and supposedly killed by a guerrilla group, in a sector known as Tres Cruces. On April 24, teacher Milton Blanco, who was working in the El Condor school, was assassinated by an unidentified armed group in the El Naranjo school, in the rural area of Tame. 

The Social Ministry has expressed its solidarity and support to the people of Arauca, especially the community of Panama de Arauca and the families of the victims, exhorting them not to fall into despair. They also made an appeal to the armed guerrillas, asking that they respect the humanitarian space “and the civilian population not be caught up in the conflict, guaranteeing their human rights.” 

“With renewed faith, the Church will continue on in her commitment to building peace in Colombia, accompanying and strengthening the weakest and most affected by the armed conflict...fighting for the dignity of every human being, to make Colombia a land of hope,” the text concluded. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/6/2009)

Life  - AMERICA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - A message for Mother's Day from the Archbishop of Santo Domingo, reiterating his complete rejection of any attempts to impose a culture of abortion and other forms of death on the country

Santo Domingo (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Nicholas de Jesus Lopez Rodriguez, Archbishop of Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic), sent out a message for Mother's Day, which was read at the Masses celebrated in the 250 parishes in the Archdiocese.

In the message, he congratulates all the mothers and offers several reflections on the theme of abortion, which was under debate in the country and which is now classified as a crime in the new Constitution. It has been approved in an initial hearing, but it is feared that in the second hearing it could be repealed. Thus, he reaffirms his “complete and definitive”rejection of all attempts to impose a culture of abortion and other forms of death on the country. The Archbishop of Santo Domingo revealed that other manners against life, which are not natural or accidental death, “are not in line with the desires of our beloved Dominican Republic.” “On this day, May 31, 2009, all children in the Dominican Republic rejoice at being able to congratulate our mothers, who have honored their femininity in accepting the marvelous gift of their maternity,” the letter says. Likewise, “I am proud to be a son and member of a numerous family and I hold the gift of maternity, from which we have all benefited, in the highest regard.”

He also recalled that we can find great women on all levels who are proud of their femininity. “I have known them in the nearly 50 years of my priestly and episcopal ministry. They are women of great intellectual prestige, business women, public and private employees, and selfless stay-at-home mothers.” Also, in the rural areas of the Republic, “there are a great many simple but admirable women who have been open to life and have dedicated themselves to raising their sons and daughters at the cost of great sacrifices and renunciations. I can say the same of our neighborhoods...the virtue, capacity to suffer, fidelity to work, love for the family, and piety we find behind the appearance of great material poverty and difficult living conditions,” he said. 

“The yes that they said to the life that one day took form in their womb is their joy and crown,” the text said. In the face of the threats against life and the pressure from those who call for the reform of Article 30, which has been approved in its initial hearing, the Cardinal made an appeal to all mothers, “that they may form a chain of prayer and action, so that our lawmakers, inspired by the Holy Spirit, may maintain their vote for life in the second hearing.”

On Tuesday, the “International Scientific Congress on Article 30 of the DR Constitution,” will begin. It is an event sponsored by the Archdiocese of Santo Domingo, which will be attended by various specialists from Advanced Medicine Sciences, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Bioethics, and International and Moral Law.

Among the speakers are: Dr. Mónica López Barahona, Dean of the Department of Sciences and Biohealth at the “Universidad Francisco de Vitoria” (Spain), Puerto Rican specialist in International Law, Dr. Marlene Gillette-Ibern, who has been a member of the Human Life International Delegation in the Conferences of Beijing and Istanbul. Gynecologist Rafael Cabrera Artola, specialist in high-risk pregnancies, will also participate, as well as Adolfo Castañedas, specialist in Moral Theology a the Alfonsiana in Rome and the San Vicente de Paul Seminary in Bounton, Florida.

During the congress, the speakers will address questions like: When does human life begin? Can an embryo be considered a person? Does Article 30 affect scientific development? Is there danger in the use of medical practice, as a result of the approval of Article 30? Does this approval affect some human right? Is there a great quantity of money behind abortion financing? What benefits will there be for the Church if Article 30 is approved? Who would benefit from its veto? (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/6/2009)

Life - EUROPE/SPAIN - Bishops' Declaration on the Abortion Bill: “We are speaking out in favor of a society that has the right to just laws that do not mistake injustices for rights.”

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – The Permanent Commission of the Spanish Bishops' Conference (CEE) celebrated its CCXIII Meeting in Madrid, on June 16-17, dedicating a large part of the sessions to analyzing the Abortion Bill that the Cabinet publicly announced this past May 14. As a result of the reflection, they published a “Declaration on the Abortion Bill: Taking an unborn life become right.” The Bishops mention that if the Bill in question becomes law, “it would imply a serious step backwards in the protection of unborn life, a greater abandonment of pregnant mothers, and therefore, very serious harm to the common good.”

The worst part of the Bill, the Bishops say, “is its intent to make abortion a right to be protected by the State.” In fact, during the 14 weeks of gestation established by the Bill, “the will of the mother becomes the absolute will over the life or death of the child she carries inside her.” They also mention that “the right to life is not something granted by the State, but a right that precedes the the State and which the State must protect.”

Health has become an excuse for eliminating the life of the unborn, but this is a great fallacy, as “aborting is never something that heals, but that kills.” “An authentic healthcare policy should always take into account the health of the pregnant mother, but also the life and health of the child to be born.” Moreover, “the imposition of abortion on the healthcare system as a kind of assistance for the biological, psychological, and social wellbeing of the pregnant mother, who supposedly has a right,” always leaves room for the possibility that those who refuse to perform an abortion, “for reasons of conscience,” are not respected.

Moreover, the Bill “devalues the human being, to try to justify their elimination,” supporting “the irrational affirmation that for some period of time the living being...would not be a human.”

The Bishops also denounce that fact that “this Bill does not show real interest for the good of women who are tempted to have an abortion, especially the youngest women. It only opens their way to a moral abyss and post-abortion syndrome.”

“There is an injustice committed in imposing a determined sexual moral education that is not only pro-abortion and pro-gender ideology, but which is neither efficient as a true education nor as a means to preventing abortion.”

The Bishops conclude their Declaration, recalling that every human being “is a sacred gift to their parents and to society as a whole,” and therefore, “their life cannot remain arbitrary to anyone, much less the State, whose primary responsibility is precisely that of ensuring the rights of all to life, as a fundamental element of the common good.” 

“We are speaking out precisely in favor of those who have a right to be born and be loved by parents; we are speaking out on behalf of mothers, who have the right to support from society and from the State in order to avoid falling victim to abortion; we speak out in favor of freedom for parents and schools in offering their children an affective and sexual formation in accord with the moral convictions that truly prepare them to be parents and welcome the gift of life; we speak out in favor of a society that has the right to just laws that do not mistake injustices for rights,” the text concluded. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 19/6/2009)

Vocation - ASIA/HONG KONG - Vocational Prayer Encounter widely attended; Year for Priestly Vocations to be inaugurated by Bishop Tong on July 1

Hong Kong (Agenzia Fides) – The Year for Priestly Vocations in Hong Kong will coincide this year with the Year of the Priest declared by the Pope. According to a report from the Kong Ko Bao (the Chinese version of the diocesan bulletin), during the Prayer Encounter organized by the Diocesan Vocations Commission in recent days, over 200 men and women religious, diocesan priests, seminarians, and laity, shared the vocational experience and the happiness of a life dedicated to the Lord. The religious also renewed their vows in front of Diocesan Bishop John Tong, promising to continue working in their own vocation and promoting vocations, especially in this Year for Priestly Vocations. Bishop Tong announced that he will personally inaugurate the Year for Priestly Vocations on July 1. During the encounter, the Bishop also played the violin, bearing witness to the joy of the priestly life and the vocation.

Fr. Benedict Lam Cho Ming, President of the Diocesan Vocations Commission, said that the diocese is preparing a series of programs for parishes, especially geared towards the singles, for their formation. We have designated a priest to be in charge in each district, to organize activities, etc. The Mass for vocations will be celebrated on June 29, in addition to the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the priesthood of 5 diocesan priests.” Sister Louise Lam, FDCC, Secretary for the same Commission, “we want to bring the joy of vocations to every parish. We want to 'sow' the vocation in the life of the faithful, perhaps through catechesis, meetings, seminars, workshops...using every possible means to promote vocations.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2009)

SUPER QUAESTIONES

ASIA/NEPAL - “Christians are worried and on guard, as a result of the NDA threats, however they do not lose hope and continue trusting in Nepal's society to overcome fundamentalism,” Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Nepal tells Fides
Kathmandu (Agenzia Fides) – They are attentive and on guard, but not paralyzed by fear. The Christians of Nepal “do not hide their concern for the recent threats and attacks suffered, however they trust in the will and capacity of Nepal's people in overcoming fundamentalism.” This is what Fr. Pius Perumana, Pro-Vicar Apostolic of Nepal, told Agenzia Fides, commenting the recent episodes lived by the Christian community in the country, who are the target for violent acts carried out by the Nepal Defense Army (NDA), a Hindu fundamentalist paramilitary group (see Fides 2/6/2009). 

Fr. Pius told Fides: “We are alert and have told the faithful to be prudent and on their guard. However our work and our mission continue on. We trust in the people and authorities of Nepal. This group, NDA, seems like they are trying to launch a kind of 'holy war' against the Christians and other religious minorities in Nepal. According to some, they receive funding and support from Hindu fundamentalist groups based in India. They have followers and have managed to manipulate the minds of the people, as is the case of Sita Thapa Shrestha, the woman who placed the bomb in the Kathmandu Cathedral. She worked in a local association for protecting women and children. She must have suffered an authentic brain-washing in order to carry out such an extremely violent act.” However, the Christians trust in the desire of the people of Nepal to eliminate this fundamentalism: “All of Nepal has firmly condemned the attack on Christians and movements like NDA. The mass media has not given air time to the fundamentalists and the general public has shown their disapproval. They are outside the social fabric and want a country that no longer exists. Even the civil authorities and the police are doing all they can to stop them. We are hopeful,” the Pro-Vicar said.

Fr. Pius concluded: “The Catholic community has nearly 8,000 out of 2 million Christians in a population with a total of 29 million people. We are an esteemed minority in the country. We work in social services, education, and social promotion for many of the poor in the population. These attacks do not taint our hope and our work of evangelization, at the service of the common good of the nation.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/6/2009)

ASIA/CHINA - Year of the Priest: Testimony of Fr. Jin Feng Zhi, who now walks with a cane after 20 years of tireless work visiting the nearly 200 towns of his parish jurisdiction

Xian Xian (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the Year of the Priest, Agenzia Fides would like to offer several impressive testimonies of humble Chinese priests who have dedicated and continue dedicating their life to the Gospel, in spite of their illnesses or advancement in age.

“We have seen Christ Himself reflected in Fr. Jin Feng Xhi.” These are the words of the faithful from the parish of Long Tun, in the Diocese of Xian Xian (today, Cang Zhou), a model parish for the evangelization of the diocese. “A sick and elderly priest who walks with a cane and always carries a pack of holy cards and copies of the Bible on him,” was how the parishoners described their parish priest, 68-year-old Fr. Jin, ordained in 1985. He is naturally a quiet person but when he starts talking about Jesus, he turns into a chatterbox. He has been working in this parish for over 20 years, ministering to over 200 towns. He often says: “I am a common sinner. If I have been able to do anything, it has been thanks to the Lord, thanks to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I can never allow myself to steal credit from the Lord.” Prior to 1985, there were only around 200 people living around here, scattered among a dozen villages and with no church. Today, there are 200 villages with over 5,000 faithful and some 20 churches. Hanging on the wall in the humble abode of Fr. Jin, is a map showing how many baptisms have taken place in the past 8 years: 97 in 2002, 249 in 2003, 291 in 2004, 387 in 2005, 488 in 2006, 580 in 2007. Last year, after the intense examinations given by Fr. Jin, in an effort to improve the preparation of catechumens, 345 people were baptized. This past Easter 2009, there were 280 baptisms. Thanks to his example, a group of catechists has been formed to announce the Gospel, just like the Apostles who followed Jesus.

When someone asks to be received into the Church or wants more information on faith-related issues, Fr. Jin immediately drops whatever he is doing (even if he is eating or giving himself his injection for his diabetes) and attends to the person in need. He never accepts an invitation to eat with others, because he says “if a priest smokes, drinks, or eats with others, he does not promote the mission of evangelization. The poor, who do not have the means to invite us and want to know more about the faith might be discouraged in approaching us.”

Three years ago, heavy rains had washed out the road that connected with one of the towns. A farmer had already made an appointment to meet with Fr. Jin a week before, to better know the faith, and he did not let the bad weather stop him. The farmer's family saw Fr. Jin arrive completely soaked and full of mud, walking with his cane. He had walked 15 km in the pouring rain. Today, this family and some of their neighbors are Catholics. Every time the faithful bring eggs, fruit, or sweets to Fr. Jin, all the goods end up in the Rest Home or the child care center. 

Forming the faithful is his top priority, as “today, the people receive very little education and if the faithful are not well-formed, how are we going to evangelize others?” In the past, he always used to give out holy cards and medals to the newly baptized. Today he always gives them the Bible, spiritual books, or other Catholic publications. In 2009, there were 280 subscribers for the Catholic journal “Faith” from his parish alone. His faithful pray and hope that he will remain with them many years, working in the Lord's vineyard in the Parish of Long Tun, with his stooped figure, leaning on his cane, with his packet of holy cards under his arm, with a cloth bag with a piece of stale bread and some water. This priest is one of the many secrets behind the evangelization of Long Tun. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2009)

VATICAN - Ave Maria: Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The Year of the Priesthood

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Year of the Priesthood inaugurated by Pope Benedict XVI is a great occasion of grace, above all for those of us who are priests, to rediscover and to reflect on our vocation as servants of the Lord. “You did not choose me. I chose you” (Jn 15, 16), Jesus tells his first apostles - and his apostles of every epoch -, that the call to the priesthood comes from his own Heart, rather than an initiative of man, it is an initiative of God. 

The origin of every authentic vocation is to be found only in Him: “ The Lord called me from birth, from my mother's womb he gave me my name. ” (Is 49, 1). We know, the principal reason for which we are called, we can find always and only in the Word of Jesus. He called us and revealed his Will for us. Saint Paul summaries the Will of God in this way, valid for every Christian, and therefore even more so for every priest who task is to care for the souls entrusted to him: “this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1Ts 4, 3). 

A priest should never forget that the goal of his call is precisely holiness. How in fact could we become friends of Jesus without imitating his virtues, starting from the central virtues of his Heart? “Learn from me for I an meek and humble of heart ” (Mt 11, 29). How many Gospel passages underline Jesus' ardent desire for his disciples to reach holiness! “Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect ” (Mt 5, 48). If the deepest reason for the call to the priesthood is holiness, then it is imperative for every sacred minister to tend daily towards conversion of life. Priestly holiness, like all holiness of life, must be 'won' day after day despite human frailty and limits. 

The way of conversion must never be interrupted because if it is, the spiritual energy of the priest falls dangerously low almost to the point of collapse: and we lack the strength to carry on. “Carry on” means first of all, continuing the battle against our own egoism, sacrificing “self” and my many interests which lead me far from the interests of God. The Gospel places as one essential condition for 'following' Jesus precisely self denial: “If anyone would be my disciple let him take up his cross and follow me ” (Mk 8, 34). The greatest spiritual battle for the priest is to forget self, and to put Jesus before all else. “ But the Lord answered, 'Martha, Martha,' he said, 'you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part, and it is not to be taken from her.' ” (Lk 10, 41-42). The only thing necessary for the priest is Jesus. If we truly wish to imitate Him, the Lord will never leave us he will never let us lose his precious grace

No one can rob a soul of intimacy with Jesus! Only the soul can if it neglects the life of communion with God, nourished by the sacraments and the Word meditated and lived, accompanied by an authentic life of prayer and charity. Friendship with Jesus is the primary aim of the call to the priesthood, on it everything else depends: “ You are my friends if you do what I command you... I have called you friends, 6 because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father.” (Jn 15, 14ss). If in the place of the words of Jesus we put our own, if we place our interests before his divine interests, if we aim for goals not inspired by Him, but by the world, then we are no longer his 'friends', we betray his friendship. The ministerial priesthood cannot be deformed, it is the individual minister who loses “taste” (cfr. Mt. 5, 13) and the irradiation of that wonderful 'friendship' which Jesus offers when he calls his apostles to 'be with him' (Mk 3, 14). We can say that we learn to be what we are supposed to be, that is priests, only if we 'stay with Jesus'. “Remain in my love” (Gv 15, 9), this is what Jesus asks of his apostles, the first and all the others. “Remain” is a verb which refers to the mystery of the Eucharist: He remains with us in the Eucharist, so that we may remain in Him!

The Holy Father, Benedict XVI has made the Jesus' call to friendship on of the pillars of his Magisterium. How often has he reminded priests that everything depends on intimacy with God. Without an authentic prayer life culminating in Holy Mass and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, there can be no priestly holiness or true apostolic fecundity. Only if the branch remains united with the vine can it bear fruit, otherwise it will become dry wood (cfr. Jn 15, 4ss). Pope Benedict XVI indicates to sacred ministers precisely the Eucharistic logic as a model for thought and life: “Only from union with Jesus can you draw that spiritual fruitfulness which generates hope in your pastoral ministry. St Leo the Great recalls that "our participation in the Body and Blood of Christ aspires to nothing other than to become what we receive" (Sermo 12, De Passione 3, 7, PL 54). If this is true for every Christian it is especially true for us priests. To become the Eucharist! May precisely this be our constant desire and commitment, so that the offering of the Body and Blood of the Lord which we make on the altar may be accompanied by the sacrifice of our existence. Every day, we draw from the Body and Blood of the Lord that free, pure love which makes us worthy ministers of Christ and witnesses to his joy. This is what the faithful expect of the priest: that is, the example of an authentic devotion to the Eucharist; they like to see him spend long periods of silence and adoration before Jesus as was the practice of the Holy Curé d'Ars, whom we shall remember in a special way during the upcoming Year for Priests.” (Benedict XVI, homily solemnity of Corpus Christi, 11 June 2009).

Who more than the Blessed Virgin Mary, “Woman of the Eucharist” and Mother of Priests, can teach us this Eucharistic logic: how to lose self in order to receive Him; Who more than Mary can help us go ahead on the path of “expropriation” from ourselves so that “Christ may live in us” (cfr. Gal 2, 20)! (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2009; righe 68, parole 1.063)

ASIA/TURKEY - “The Year of St Paul has helped the faithful in Turkey to rediscover their Christian identity and given new impulse to ecumenism” Bishop Luigi Padovese, President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference, tells Fides

Istanbul (Agenzia Fides) – “The celebration of the Year of St Paul was certainly a most significant ecclesial event for the different Churches in Turkey. The celebrations brought the different Christian communities and Churches together, making the event a precious occasion for strengthening ecumenism. Paul, the apostle of unity, was recalled as ‘Apostle of all Christians ”: Bishop Luigi Padovese, Vicar Apostolic of Anatolia and President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference assesses the past special ear of St Paul.

Christians in Turkey, the Bishop explained, have rediscovered their identity: “at the same time we can say that the frequent presence of Christian press, pilgrimages of young people, religious and members of other religions, served to promote reflection on the Christian identity which Paul so clearly announced and so strongly defended. In this mainly Muslim country, it is opportune to reflect on our Christian identity, avoiding the risk of false Irenism which signifies the loss of awareness of who we are”.

Bishop Padovese underlines the great value of pilgrimages: “One fact deserves to be highlighted: during this past year, thousands of pilgrims made their way to Tarsus and Antioch. This continual arrival of people, not tourists but pilgrims, had a most positive impact on public opinion and served to change in some, the impression that Christians are secularised, victims of wild consumerism and with no religious values”. “Therefore this Year of St Paul– he concludes – can be said to have been most positive. It is to be hoped that the door opened by so many pilgrims may remain open”. 

Rev Mauro Pesce told Fides about celebrations to close the Year of St Paul: 27 June arrival of Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, special envoy of the Holy Father. June 28 at Antioch a solemn ecumenical celebration with the presence of Cardinal Tauran from Rome, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartolomeus and leading members of other Christian Churches and communities.

On 30 June an event to close the Year of St Paul will be held at Tarsus organised by the local Turkish authorities: songs and speeches, a concert in a spirit of interreligious friendship. At the same time in Iskenderun there will be the 13th International Symposium on St Paul, organised by Bishop Padovese and the Pontifical Ateneo Antoniano, with the presence of renowned theologians and lecturers from various European universities. (P.A.) (Agenzia Fides 24/06/2009; righe 31, parole 392)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Year of the Priesthood: identity and mission

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On 19 June, solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Holy Father Benedict XVI inaugurated, with Vespers in St Peter's Basilica, the Year of the Priesthood. A whole year dedicated to priests and to their sanctification through the prayers of the people of God, called to rediscover the greatness of the gift received from the Lord, indispensable for the very constitution of the Church. The bond between Eucharist and the Church and the bond between the Eucharist and the Priesthood, are the foundation for the bond between the priesthood and the Church: where there are no validly ordained priests there can be no Church, but simply ecclesial communities, whose existence fills us with joy, to the extent in which they safeguard the memory of the Lord and wait for his coming, but which, in actual fact, do not and cannot possess the Lord's sacramental that is, real, presence.

The Holy Father, in his charity as universal Shepherd, addressed a splendid Letter to the Catholic clergy of the world (see Fides 19/6/2009), a letter which every priest should make the object of meditation. A Letter which reveals extraordinary love for Christ and for the Church, which reveals an intimacy with the Mystery which should be proper to every authentically priestly heart .

The occasion for the indiction of the Year of the Priesthood was offered by the 150th anniversary of the death of St Jean Baptist Marie Vianney, the Cure of Ars, patron saint of parish priests and who, during the year, will be declared patron saint of all priests. A figure, when understood, of unimaginable modernity: living in post-Revolution anti-clerical France, parish priest of a rural parish “poor in faith", poor himself in cultural tools and in “structures” and “pastoral plans ”, the Curate was able to literally transform the situation around him, with his prayer, with his fidelity to the ministry, with his radical offering of self to Christ.

The Holy Father's Letter identifies the key to Vianney's holiness, in the word “identity-mission”. In fact every priest is called to progressive identification with Christ which guarantees the fidelity and the fecundity of witness. Identifying oneself with Christ, which has its root in the objective fact of ontological-sacramental configuration, received in the Sacrament of Holy Orders, is also a progressive path of the priest's soul and psyche. Performing the actions of his Lord, repeating His words, growing in love for others, learning day by day to offer his life to the Father, aware of how the Lord works in the reality and the powerful signs which he places, the Priest lives real transparency of the Mystery which has “grasped him” and in which he shares.

Therefore the identity of the priest is not only an objective fact to be sacramentally recognised, it actually becomes, progressively, evidence, both for the holy people of God, which recognises these priests with supernatural intuition, and for the minister himself who affirms, simply and in fidelity to his existence: “ I do not live, Christ lives in me ” (Gal 2,20). 

Weariness of mission depends often on weak priestly identity: proper rejection of clericalism should never become surrender to secularism, proper promotion of the laity, should not dilute the indispensability and specificity of the priestly ministry without which there can be no Eucharist and without the Eucharist there can be no Church and therefore no mission. (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2009; righe 38, parole 528)
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