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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – 30 September 2008

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Septembris

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus IX, September A.D. MMVIII

The Holy Father, as usual, spent the month of September at his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, from where he returned to the Vatican on the 30th. The first half of the month was marked by two important events: on Sunday 7th , Benedict XVI made a Pastoral Visit to Cagliari, in Sardinia, where he presided an open air Mass in front of the Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria, on the occasion of the centenary of the proclamation of Our Lady as “Great Patron Saint of Sardinia ”; and from 12 to 15 September a visit to France on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Lourdes. The Holy Father spent the first day  in Paris where he had an important meeting with the Jewish community there and gave an address at the Institut de France. In the afternoon of the 13th the Holy Father went to Lourdes  where he followed the “Jubilee Path”, along the principal places of the life of Saint Bernadette, and also had a meeting with the French Bishops' Conference.

During the month of September the Holy Father received four groups of South American Bishops on ad limina visit, respectively the Bishops of Nicaragua, Paraguay, Panama and Uruguay.

During the month the Supreme Pontiff granted the following audiences: 18th , participants at the Pave the Way Foundation Symposium; 20th ,  participants at a World Meeting of Benedictine Abbots; on the same day, recently appointed Bishops attending a course promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; 22nd to newly appointed Bishops attending a similar meeting promoted by the Congregations for Bishops and for the Oriental Churches; 25th participants at a Meeting organised by the Italian Bishops Conference' Centro Studi per la Scuola Cattolica (CSSC), marking the 10th anniversary of its establishment; the following day he received members of the Retrouvaille Movement; on 27th , participants at a meeting promoted by the Centro Turistico Giovanile (CTG) and the Ufficio Internazionale del Turismo Sociale (BITS). Before returning to the Vatican he received in audience the religious and civil community of Castel Gandolfo and the staff of the Papal Residence.

During his general audiences the Holy Father continued his catechesis on Saint Paul, on the occasion of the Year of St Paul. On the 15th on the Pope's behalf Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, his secretary of state, sent an important Message for the opening of the 63rd General Assembly of the United Nations Organisation. Lastly we mention the appeal launched by the Holy Father on Sunday 7 September in aid of the people of Haiti, victims of a serious hurricane.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM
3 September 2008 – General Audience

6 September 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Nicaragua on Ad limina Apostolorum visit

7 September – Pastoral visit to Cagliari (1) – Holy Mass in front of the Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria

7 September 2008 – Pastoral visit to Cagliari (2) – Angelus

7 September 2008 – Pastoral visit to Cagliari (3) – Meeting at Cagliari Cathedral with priests, seminarians and the Pontifical Theology Faculty of Sardegna community

7 September 2008 – Pastoral visit to Cagliari (4) – Meeting with Young people, Piazza Yenne  Cagliari

8 September 2008 – Letter to the Bishop of Brescia for 30th anniversary of the death of Paul VI 

8 September 2008 – Text Message to Young People 50 days since World Youth Day Mass in Australia 

10 September 2008 – General Audience

12 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey France (1) – Welcome ceremony in Paris 

12 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (2) – Audience with representatives of the Jewish Community and meeting with representatives of French Culture Collège des Bernardins

12 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (3) - Celebration of Vespers at Notre-Dame

12 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (4) – Meeting with young people

13 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (5) – Visit to Institut de France and Holy Mass 

13 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (6) – Jubilee Pilgrimage to Lourdes and discourse to conclude at torchlight procession 

14 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (7) – Holy Mass and Angelus on the Prairie 

14 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (8) – Meeting with the French Bishops' Conference 

14 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (8) - Holy Mass and farewell ceremony 

17 September 2008 – General Audience

18 September 2008 – Audience with participants at Pave the Way Foundation symposium

20 September 2008 – Audience to Bishop participants at Course promoted by the Congregation for the Evangelisation 

20 September 2008 – Audience with participants at International Congress of Benedictine Abbots 

21 September 2008 – Cathedral of Albano, Rome: Holy Mass with dedication of new altar 

21 September 2008 – Angelus

22 September 2008 – Audience with participants at Meeting for newly appointed Bishops jointly promoted by the Congregation for Bishops and the Congregation for Eastern Catholic Churches 

24 September 2008 – General Audience

25 September 2008 – Audience with participants promoted by Italian Bishops Conference's Centro Studi per la Scuola Cattolica 
26 September 2008 – Audience with participants at Retrouvaille Movement International Meeting 

27 September 2008 – Audience with participants at Meeting promoted by Centro Turistico Giovanile (CTG) Ufficio Internazionale del Turismo Sociale (BITS)
28 September 2008 – Angelus

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of St Paul

Christianity

Ecumenism

Education emergency

Family (1)

Family (2)

Seminary formation

Motherhood of the B.V.M.

Matrimony

Mission

The Rosary

Vocation 

QUAESTIONES

Year of St. Paul - AFRICA/NIGERIA - “The Jubilee Year of St. Paul is a year of renewal on the mission of the Church,” say the Bishops, praising the improvements of the country’s social conditions, although there is still work left to be done.

Year of St. Paul - ASIA/CHINA - In his Pastoral Letter for the Year of St. Paul, the Bishop of Shang Hai encourage the faithful to deepen in their knowledge of Saint Paul, imitating his missionary zeal

Year of St. Paul - ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Saint Paul and the Mission in Korea”: A symposium of the Church in Korea

Year of St. Paul - AMERICA/NICARAGUA - “Following in Saint Paul’s footsteps, we are all his disciples: we are in mission territory, but we should be a missionary Church willing to go beyond our borders”: Interview with Bishop Pablo Ervin Schmitz Simon, Apostolic Vicar of Bluefields

Family - AMERICA/PERU - On the National Day of the Family, Cardinal Cipriani asks that “legislation may respect human nature, of which the family is a part and that for centuries has been and still is fundamental for the human race.”

Family - EUROPE/SPAIN - 19th Marian Day for the Family: “Society has the grave responsibility of supporting the family and its foundation, which is the truth about marriage as a lifelong indissoluble union between a man and a woman, rooted in love and open to life.”

Youth – OCEANIA/SOLOMON ISLANDS - “Thanks to the Lord and the Holy Father for the splendid WYD days in Sydney,” the youth of Solomon say

Youth – ASIA/HONG KONG - To challenge lack of respect for human sexuality and human life, Catholic university students strive to live a life of holiness 

Mission –AMERICA/ECUADOR - Launching of the Great Continental Mission at the close of CAM 3: “The Spirit is the one who leads us to unite ourselves with Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania in sharing our faith.” The “Message to Humanity, the Family of God.”

Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Final Declaration from CAM 3: “Jesus sends us out to all the ends of the earth to be witnesses to all that we have heard, learned, and announced.”

Mission - EUROPE/PORTUGAL - National Missionary Congress begins: “Portugal, live the Mission, Soar Beyond Your Horizons.” Saint Paul as the model for evangelization: “The Church is her mission of evangelization must respond to a society very similar to the one that heard Paul’s preaching of the Gospel.”

Mission – EUROPE/PORTUGAL - Creating missionary structures within parishes and dioceses; a foundational document for the Mission in the country; celebration of Diocesan Missionary Congresses enters to form part of the conclusions from the National Missionary Congress

Prayer – ASIA/INDIA - The feast of Mother Teresa dedicated to peace in Orissa; Missionaries of Charity ask that “love may triumph over hate”

Prayer – EUROPE/ITALY - The President of the Italian Bishops’ Conference encourages Italy’s dioceses to hold a Day of Prayer and Fasting for Christians in India
Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Referendum for the new constitution: amidst tensions, Bishops call for prayer vigils to be held this weekend for respect for life and the defense of the family

Life – AMERICA/MEXICO - Nation on the move in response to the legalization of abortion: over 50 Catholic organizations committed to defending life; inauguration of the “Shrine for the Victims of Abortion”

Life – AMERICA/PARAGUAY - Bishops ask the new government to keep in mind the innate values of the human person, especially respect for life from conception until natural death

Life – EUROPE/SPAIN - Working against the amplification of the law on abortion: “trying to blind public conscience by law would imply setbacks with incalculable destructive consequences in the loss of human lives.”

Life – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Bishops’ statement against the draft bill for euthanasia: “Creating legal norms allowing for the suppression of innocent human lives is contrary to the code of ethics and is socially misleading.”

Gypsies – VATICAN - Youth gypsies and their role in the Church and society: Freising (Germany) to host the 6th  World Congress for Pastoral Care of Gypsies
SUPER QUAESTIONES

ASIA/INDIA - “The anti-Christian attacks in Orissa have been the worst in recent years,” the spokesman of the Indian Catholic Bishops’ Conference tells Agenzia Fides; no Catholic priests or religious have been reported dead, although some have been severely wounded

ASIA/INDIA - “In response to the violence and fundamentalism, we will hold a day for fasting and ecumenical prayer, inspired by Mother Teresa, model of universal compassion”: the Spokesman of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference tells Fides the meaning behind the Day of Fasting and Prayer September 7

ASIA/INDIA - Fasting and prayer yesterday, in all the Christian communities of India, praying for peace in Orissa; no violence, but rather friendship and solidarity among believers of different religions. Indian Bishops’ Spokesman tells Agenzia Fides his testimony.

EUROPE/ITALY - MISSION AND IMMIGRATION - Palermo: It’s not about being God’s competitor, but about living in His Hands, on His Providence, His Charity, and His Mercy - a visit to Brother Biagio Conte, founder of the “Hope and Charity Mission.” (Luca De Mata writes from Spain - Part 6)
ASIA/INDIA - Updated report from Archbishop Raphael Cheenath on the recent anti-Christian violence in Orissa

VATICAN - “Oftentimes our mission has the same demands and difficulties in different areas of the globe”: Bishops’ reflections on the formation Seminar being held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples

ASIA/NEPAL - “The Church is esteemed and appreciated because it is at the service of the people, especially in the area of education. About 300 people ask to be Baptized per year.” Interview with Bishop Anthony Sharma, Apostolic Vicar of Nepal

AFRICA/CAMEROON - “I have a difficult mission ahead, but I have faith in God’s assistance,” says the Bishop-elect of Yagoua

VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Prayer is, longing for God

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Pope and the message of Lourdes: a trustworthy hope interrogates secularism

AMERICA/PANAMA - Bishop of Colon-Kuna Yala tells Agenzia Fides: “The great challenge is trying to draw the people back into the Church and getting Catholics to live their faith with fidelity, so they can be true witnesses for the community.”

ASIA/INDIA - “Varanasi decided to send a peace mission... to spread the message of peace in Orissa.” An interview with the Bishop Raphy Manjaly of Varanasi.

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Liturgy, the source of mission

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 September 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope at the General Audience speaks of the conversion of Saint Paul: “For us, Christianity is not a new philosophy or new morality. We are Christians only if we encounter Christ.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “On the road to Damascus, in the first 30 years of the first century, and following a period in which he persecuted the Church, the decisive moment of Paul's life took place. Much has been written about it and, of course, from many points of view.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his catechesis during the General Audience in the Paul VI Audience Hall on September 3, which was dedicated to the conversion of Saint Paul.

We have two main sources that give account of this episode in Paul’s life: the first is in the Acts of the Apostles, in which Luke narrates the event on three separate occasions. “The average reader, perhaps, might be tempted to pause too long on certain details, such as the light from the sky, the fall to the ground, the voice that called, the new state of blindness, the curing when something like scales fall from his eyes and the fasting. However, all these details point to the heart of the event: The Risen Christ appeared as a splendid light and addressed Saul, transforming his thinking and his very life. The splendor of the Risen One left him blind; presenting also externally what the interior reality was, his blindness in regard to the truth, to the light, which is Christ. And then, his definitive ‘yes’ to Christ in baptism reopens his eyes, and makes him truly see. In the early Church, baptism was also called "illumination," because this sacrament gives light, makes one truly see...Hence, St. Paul was not transformed by a thought but by an event, by the irresistible presence of the Risen One, whom he could never again doubt, so strong had been the evidence of the event, of that encounter. The latter changed Paul's life fundamentally. In this connection, one can and must speak of a conversion.”

The second source of the conversion account is from the Letters of Saint Paul himself. “He never spoke in detail about this event,” the Pope said, however, “he refers to this most important event, that is, that he is also a witness of the resurrection of Jesus, the revelation of which he has received directly from Jesus himself, together with the mission of apostle.” Thus, the two sources, the Acts of the Apostles and the Letters of St. Paul, “converge in a fundamental point: The Risen One spoke with Paul, called him to the apostolate, made him a true apostle, a witness of the resurrection, with the specific charge to proclaim the Gospel to the pagans, to the Greco-Roman world. And, at the same time, Paul learned that, despite the immediateness of his relationship with the Risen One, he must enter the communion of the Church, be baptized, and live in harmony with the other apostles.”

Paul himself, however, “never interprets this moment as an event of conversion,” because, the Pope explained, “this change of his life, this transformation of his whole being was not the result of a psychological process, of a maturation or intellectual and moral evolution, but it came from outside: It was not the result of his thinking but of the encounter with Jesus Christ... Only the event, the intense encounter with Christ is the key to understand what happened: death and resurrection, renewal on the part of him who revealed himself and spoke with him. It is in this more profound sense that we can and must speak of conversion.”

The Pope continued, saying that Paul “did not lose all that was good and true in his life, in his heritage, but understood in a new way the wisdom, truth, and depth of the law and the prophets; he appropriated them in a new way. At the same time, his reason opened to the wisdom of the pagans. Having opened himself to Christ with all his heart, he became able to engage in a wider dialogue with all, he made himself everything to all. Hence he could really be the apostle to the pagans.” Concluding his catechesis, the Pope mentioned that “also for us, Christianity is not a new philosophy or new morality. We are Christians only if we encounter Christ. Of course he does not show himself to us in that irresistible, luminous way, as he did with Paul to make him Apostle of the Gentiles. However, we can also encounter Christ in the reading of sacred Scripture, in prayer, in the liturgical life of the Church. We can touch Christ's heart and feel him touch ours. Only in this personal relationship with Christ, only in this encounter with the Risen One do we really become Christians. And in this way, our reason opens, the whole of Christ's wisdom opens and all the richness of the truth.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2008)

6 September 2008 – Audience with Catholic Bishops' Conference of Nicaragua on Ad Limina Apostolorum visit

VATICAN - Pope addresses the Bishops of Nicaragua: “We should never forget that the seed of the Gospel should always be sown, in every age, in every generation, so that it may fully bloom and so that its flower may never die.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In an audience held on September 6 with the Bishops of Nicaragua on their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit, the Holy Father Benedict XVI expressed his appreciation for their efforts to make the Gospel message reach all sectors of society in Nicaragua, through the generous collaboration of the priests and religious institutes present in the country. The Pope mentioned the valuable support offered by the catechists and “delegates of the Word,” “who are a channel through which the gift of the faith grows among children and illuminates the various stages of their lives in remote areas where the permanent presence of a priest guiding the community is nearly impossible.” The Church owes a great deal to these people, the Pontiff said, “which is why it is of utmost importance that these generous servants and collaborators of the evangelizing mission of the Church receive the support of their Pastors, possess a profound and continual formation, and maintain an impeccable fidelity to the Church’s doctrine.”

In mentioning the recent revision of the seminaries in Nicaragua, with the purpose of offering a better formation to seminarians, Benedict XVI explained that formation is “always necessary” and that it “requires a close relationship and careful attention on the part of each Bishop, without ever ceasing to maintain a diligent discernment of candidates and the rigorous demands necessary in becoming exemplary priests, filled with love for Christ and the Church.” The Pope was also pleased at the preparation of a special catechism text for Confirmation candidates and at the promotion of the Holy Childhood Association, expressing his hope for an improved religious assistance in hospitals, prisons, and other institutions. 

“We should never forget that the seed of the Gospel should always be sown, in every age, in every generation, so that it may fully bloom and so that its flower may never die. Even popular religion, which is so rooted among your people and that is a great treasure for your nation, should go beyond a mere tradition that is passively received and should be continually revitalized through a pastoral activity that sheds light on the profundity of the gestures and symbols, revealing the impenetrable mystery of salvation and hope they point to, and of which God has made us participants, illuminating our minds, filling our hearts, and committing our lives.” 

Among the main challenges of the Church in Nicaragua is that of offering a “solid religious formation” to the faithful, “so that they may be yeast of the Kingdom of God with their testimony in various social spheres and work to ensure that temporal affairs are conducted according to justice and meet the needs of man’s entire vocation here on earth. This is particularly important in a situation in which poverty and immigration are added onto by social inequality and political radicalization, especially in recent years.”

The Holy Father then encouraged the Bishops to continue in their efforts to “create an environment of dialogue and openness, without renouncing the defense of man’s fundamental rights and the condemnation of unjust situations, and fostering a perspective on politics that, instead of being a desire for power and control, should be a generous and humble service towards the common good.” There is also a need to continue “to promote and support the many charitable projects at the service of those most in need in your Dioceses.”

In concluding his address, the Holy Father recalled “the dynamism, the dedication, and the creativity of the religious men and women, which are a treasure for the Church in Nicaragua.” He also mentioned the Catholic schools, which the majority of Nicaraguan students attend and that “amidst great difficulties and without all the necessary aid, carry out an essential mission in the Church and an inestimable service to society.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)

7 September –Pastoral visit to Cagliari (1) – Mass in front of the Church Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Cagliari (1) - “May Mary help you bring Christ to the families, small domestic churches and the cells of society...May she help you to find the adequate pastoral plans that allow the youth to find Christ...May she give you the strength to evangelize the world of work, the economy, and politics...”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On September 7, the Holy Father Benedict XVI made a pastoral visit to Cagliari, on the centennial anniversary of the proclamation of of “Nostra Signora di Bonaria” (Our Lady of Bonaria) as the patroness of Sardinia. From the Cagliari-Elmas Airport, the Holy Father traveled by car to the Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria, where he was met by the Rector and the community of Mercedarian Fathers who care for the shrine. Inside the Basilica, the Pope greeted several elderly members of the local Sardinian community who were over 100 years old. Later, at 10:30am there was a Mass held in the square in front of the Shrine, presided by the Holy Father. Standing beside the altar was a wooden statue of Our Lady of Bonaria. “The most beautiful spectacle that a people can offer is undoubtedly that of their faith,” the Pope said at the beginning of his homily. “At this moment, I am able to perceive the moving testimony of the faith that inspires you, and at this, I wish to express my admiration.” 

Commenting the Readings of the Mass (taken from the liturgy for the Feast of the Birth of the Virgin Mary, celebrated for centuries on September 8), the Pope pointed out that “the liturgy – which is the privileged school of faith – teaches us to recognize in Mary’s birth, a direct link to that of the Messiah, the Son of David.” In the Gospel of Matthew, which tells of Jesus’ birth, preceded by the list of genealogy, “Mary’s role in salvation history is made manifest: Mary’s existence is completely related to that of Christ, especially in His Incarnation.”

Benedict XVI recalled that the people of Sardinia, “thanks to the faith in Christ and through the spiritual motherhood of Mary and the Church, have been called to enter into the spiritual ‘genealogy’ of the Gospel. In Sardinia, Christianity did not arrive with the swords of conquerors or by way of foreign imposition, but through the seed of the blood of martyrs that gave their lives as an act of love towards God and man...Sardinia has never been a land of heresy; its people have always shown a child-like fidelity to Christ and the See of Peter.” The Pope explained how after the age of martyrs, in the 5th century over 100 Bishops arrived there from the part of Africa pertaining to the Roman Empire, forced into exile because of their refusal to comply with the Arian heresy. “Upon their arrival to the island, they brought with them the wealth of their faith...they founded monasteries and increased the evangelization effort. Along with the glorious relics of Augustine, they brought the wealth of their liturgical and spiritual tradition, which you still hold dear. Thus, the faith has always remained rooted in the hearts of the faithful, becoming culture and bearing fruits of holiness.” After having named several Sardinian saints, the Pontiff said: “This simple and valiant faith lives on in your communities, in your families, where the air is filled with the Evangelical aroma of the virtues of this land of yours: fidelity, dignity, discretion, sobriety, the sense of duty, and lastly – of course – love for Our Lady.”

Recalling the centennial anniversary of the proclamation of Our Lady of Bonaria as Patroness of the Island, the Holy Father said: “Your Island, my dear friends of Sardinia, cannot have any other protector besides Our Lady. She is the Mother, the Daughter, and the Spouse, par excellence: ‘Sa Mama, Fiza, Isposa de su Segnore,’ as you love to sing. She is the Mother who loves, protects, counsels, consoles, gives life, so that life may be born and last. She is the Daughter that honors her family, always attentive to the needs of her brothers and sisters, taking care to make the house beautiful and welcoming. She is the Spouse capable of a faithful and patient love, of sacrifice and hope.” The Pope recalled the fact that there are 350 churches and shrines dedicated to Mary in Sardinia. Recognizing in her the “Star of the New Evangelization,” he addressed those present saying, “May Mary help you bring Christ to the families, the small domestic churches and cells of society, which today more than ever need trust and support on both the spiritual and social level. May she help you to find the right pastoral strategies to bring Christ to young people, who by their nature are the bearers of a new dynamic impulse, but are often the victims of widespread nihilism, thirsty for truth and ideals precisely when they seem to reject these. May she make you capable of evangelizing the world of work, the economy, politics, which requires a new generation of committed Christian laymen capable of seeking with competency and moral rigor solutions of sustainable development....The one who trusts in Our Lady of Bonaria, the merciful and powerful Mother, will never be let down.”

At the end of the Mass, the Holy Father recited the “Act of Trustful Surrender to Our Lady,” which concluded with the presentation of a golden rose before the image of Our Lady of Bonaria. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)

7 September 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Cagliari (2) – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Cagliari (2) - “May the Most Holy Virgin continue to watch over each and every one of you, so that the inheritance of the Gospel may be transmitted in tact to future generations.” - Appeal for Haiti

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After the Mass celebrated in the square in front of the Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria, on Sunday, September 7, the Holy Father Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Angelus. Before praying, the Pope thanked the authorities present and encouraged all present to once more fix their gaze on the “sweet Queen of the Sardinians,” who is venerated on the hills of Bonaria, and recalled the many prestigious persons who have to this place as pilgrims, over the course of the centuries. The Popes have also come to pay homage. “Following in the footsteps of the Popes who have gone before me,” Benedict XVI said, “I have also chosen the Shrine of Bonaria as the site for my pastoral visit that also wishes to embrace all of Sardinia.”

Recalling the renewal of Cagliari’s and Sardinia’s consecration, and that of all their inhabitants, to the Virgin Mary, the Pope said: “May the Most Holy Virgin continue to watch over each and every one of you, so that the inheritance of the Gospel may be transmitted in tact to future generations and so that Christ may reign in families, communities, and in all areas of society. May the Virgin Mary protect those who right now are most in need of her maternal intercession: children and young people, the elderly and families, the sick and all those who suffer.”

On the liturgical feast of the Birth of Mary, “an event that concerns all of us, because every gift that God granted to Her, the Mother, was granted with us, Her children, in mind as well,” the Holy Father asked that she “may protect all earthly mothers: those who, together with their husbands, raise their children in a harmonious family context, and those who, for so many reasons, find themselves facing this difficult task alone. May all of them carry out their daily service in the family, the Church, and society with dedication and fidelity. May the Virgin Mary be support, comfort, and hope for all.”

Lastly, the Pope launched an appeal for Haiti, which has been hit by three hurricanes: “Under Mary’s gaze, I wish to recall the dear people of Haiti, harshly tried in recent days by the passage of three hurricanes. I pray for the victims, who unfortunately have been numerous, and for those left homeless. I am close to the whole country, and I hope that it may receive the necessary aid as soon as possible. I entrust all to the maternal protection of Our Lady of Bonaria.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)

7 September 2008 –Pastoral Visit to Cagliari (3) – Cagliari Cathedral, meeting with priests, seminarians, and members of the Pontifical Theological Faculty of Sardinia 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Cagliari (3) - “The priest, for the Church and in the Church, is a humble yet authentic sign of the Eternal Priest who is Jesus. He must authoritatively proclaim the Word, renew gestures of forgiveness and giving, and exercise loving solicitude in the service of their flock, in communion with pastors.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Sunday, September 7, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Cathedral of Cagliari where he met with the priests, seminarians, and members of the Pontifical Theological Faculty of Sardinia. “Sardinia has had priests that, as authentic teachers of the faith, have left us wonderful examples of faith in Christ and the Church,” the Pope said during his address. “This same inestimable treasure of faith, spirituality, and culture is entrusted to you today; it is placed in your hands, so that you may safeguard it and be its wise administrators. Guard it and hold it safe with evangelical joy and passion!” 

Addressing those from the Seminary and Theological School of Sardinia, Benedict XVI expressed his particular gratitude towards the teachers and professors, “that on a daily basis dedicate their lives to such an important apostolate,” and mentioned the need to lead the seminarians “to a personal experience of God through individual and community prayer on a daily basis, and above all through the Eucharist, celebrated and experienced as the center of existence.” To the seminarians and students of the Theological School, the Pope reminded them that theological formation “is a highly complex work that requires dedication” and that presents the dual need “to know the totality of Christian truths and to know them not as separate from one another, but in an organic way, as a unit, as a single truth of faith in God...In addition, during these years, all your activities and initiatives should lead you to communicate the love of Christ, the Good Shepherd. You are called by Him to be the ministers and witnesses of tomorrow: ministers of His grace and witnesses of His love.” Therefore, in reference to their studies, pastoral experiences, and apostolate, Benedict XVI advised the seminarians to “place the constant search for intimate union with Christ as the first priority.” 

“Dear priests, dear aspirants for the priesthood and consecrated life, God loves you all and calls you to be workers in His vineyard, as He has with so many men and women in the history of this, your beautiful island. These people have known how to respond with a generous ‘yes’ to His call,” the Holy Father said, recalling the evangelizing work carried out by the various religious institutes and “the great flowering of religious vocations among women,” who have managed to “to spread Christ's love in villages, in families, in schools, in hospitals, in prisons and in workplaces,” as well as their presence in the cloistered monasteries.

To all the priests of Sardinia, the Pope assured them of his spiritual closeness, that they may “respond to the Lord’s call with complete fidelity” as have some of their brethren, not too long ago, as was the case of Fr. Graziano Muntoni, of the Diocese of Nuoro, murdered on Christmas Eve 1998 while on his way to celebrate Mass, and Fr. Battore Carzedda of the P.I.M.E., murdered in 1992 in Zamboanga (Philippines), “who gave his life so that believers in all religions may open to a sincere dialogue founded upon love.”

“Do not be afraid of or discouraged by difficulties,” the Pontiff said. “It is important you become grains of good wheat which, falling to earth, bring forth fruit. Reflect on your identity: the priest, for the Church and in the Church, is a humble yet authentic sign of the Eternal Priest who is Jesus. He must authoritatively proclaim the Word, renew gestures of forgiveness and giving, and exercise loving solicitude in the service of their flock, in communion with pastors and faithfully compliant to the teachings of the Magisterium. Every day you should revive the charism you received with the imposition of hands, identifying yourselves with Jesus Christ in His triple function of sanctifying, tending and feeding the flock.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)

7 September 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Cagliari (4) – Meeting with Young People in Piazza Yenne, Cagliari

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Cagliari (4) - “Family, formation, and faith. Dear youth of Cagliari and of all Sardinia, like Pope John Paul II, I also wish to leave you with these three words, three words that you must make your own with the light and strength of the Spirit of Christ.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI reserved his last encounter on his pastoral visit to Cagliari for the youth of Sardinia. In the Piazza Yenne, after a greeting from two youth representatives who explained the problems and hopes of their peers, the Holy Father spoke: “Dear young people, you are the hope-filled future of this region, despite the difficulties of which we are all aware. I know your enthusiasm, the desires you nourish and the commitment you show in order to realize them. And I am not unaware of the difficulties and problems you face.” Among these, the Pope mentioned the blight of unemployment and precariousness, emigration, the exodus of the most original and enterprising forces, the consequent displacement from one's environment which sometimes leads to psychological and moral damage, even more than social problems.

“And what can we say", he added, "of the fact that in modern consumer society earnings and success have become the new idols before which so many prostrate themselves?...Possessing material goods and fame have substituted personal efforts to acquire a temperate spirit and form an authentic personality. There is a risk of becoming superficial, of taking dangerous shortcuts in search of success, thus giving life up to experiences that bring immediate satisfaction, but that are in themselves precarious and deceptive.”

Benedict XVI also recalled the encounter that his predecessor, Pope John Paul II, had held with the youth of Sardinia on October 20, 1985, during which he proposed three important values to them, for building a society of fraternity and solidarity. “They are still important today, and thus I can refer once more to them,” Benedict XVI said, placing the importance of the family in the first place. “You all experience the importance of the family, as sons and daughters; brothers and sisters,” Benedict XVI said. “But the capacity to form a new family cannot simply be a given assumption. You must prepare yourselves. In the past, traditional society was more helpful in forming and protecting a family. Today, however, it is not the same. Rather, that is to say it, it is so ‘on paper,’ but in reality, a different mentality has taken over. Other forms of cohabitation are admitted, and sometimes the term 'family' is used for unions that are not, in fact, families at all. Especially in our situation today, couples are much less able to defend the unity of the family, even at the cost of great sacrifices.” The Holy Father told the youth to re-appropriate the value of the family, to “love it nor just for the sake of tradition but as a mature and conscious choice. Love your families and prepare yourselves to love the one that, with God’s help, you will form yourselves.”

The second value is formed by a serious intellectual and moral formation, indispensable for planning and building a personal future and that of society. “The person who tries to offer you ‘discounts’ on this, is not interested in your true well-being,” the Pope affirmed, recalling the fact that “the crisis of a society begins when it no longer knows how to transmit its cultural heritage and its fundamental values to the new generations.” The Pope returned to the question of the “educational emergency” present in our day and that “in order to be faced, requires parents and teachers who are capable of sharing all that is good and true that they have experienced and reflected on, first-hand. The youth must be open, eager to learn and to go back to the original demands and manifestations of the heart.” “Be free, that is, on fire for the truth,” the Holy Father said, recalling that “Jesus said : ‘The truth will make you free', yet modern nihilism preaches the opposite: that freedom will make you true. There are, indeed, those who maintain that there is no truth, thus opening the way to rendering the concepts of good and evil meaningless, even making them interchangeable.”

Lastly, the food that we should always crave, that we should nourish ourselves on, for our personal growth and that of the family and society – the third value – is a sincere and profound faith. “When a sense of the presence and reality of God is lost, everything becomes 'flat' and is reduced to a single dimension. Everything is 'squashed' into the material plane. When everything is considered only in its utility, we no longer capture the essence of what surrounds us, and above all, of the people we meet. When the mystery of God is lost, the mystery of existence also disappears: things and people interest me not for themselves but in the degree to which they satisfy my needs. All this is a cultural reality that is in the air we breath before we are born and that permanently marks us. Faith, in this sense, before being a religious belief, is a way of experiencing reality, a way of thinking, an interior sensibility which enriches human beings.”

Lastly, the Holy Father told of an experience from the life of Saint Augustine and expressed his hope that each one of the youth may “rediscover God as meaning and foundation for all creatures,” and encouraged the youth to be docile to the power of the Spirit: “He will make you Christ’s witnesses. Not with words, but with acts, with a new life...and if you really discover God in the face of Christ, you will no longer think of the Church as an institution external to yourselves, but as your spiritual family, as we are living it right now.” 

Before departing from the Cagliari-Elmas Airport to return to Rome, the Holy Father ended the encounter with the youth with these words: “Family, formation, and faith. Dear youth of Cagliari and of all Sardinia, like Pope John Paul II, I also wish to leave you with these three words, three words that you must make your own with the light and strength of the Spirit of Christ. May Our Lady of Bonaria, Patroness and sweet Queen of the Sardinians, guide you, protect you, and accompany you always.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)

8 September 2008 – Letter to the Bishop of Brescia to commemorate Pope Paul VI on the 30th anniversary of his death 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI honors the memory of Paul VI: “...the missionary ardor that animated him and encouraged him to make demanding apostolic journeys, even to distant countries, and to perform acts of great ecclesial, missionary and ecumenical significance.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I am personally grateful to the Servant of God Paul VI for the trust he showed me in appointing me as Archbishop of Munich and Freising, in March 1977, numbering me among the College of Cardinals.” This was what the Holy Father Benedict XVI wrote in a Letter sent to Bishop Luciano Monari of Brescia, Italy, for the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the death of Pope Paul VI on August 6. 

Recalling especially the missionary spirit of Pope Paul VI, the Pope wrote: “Remembering his years as Pontiff, it is especially noteworthy the missionary ardor that animated him and encouraged him to make demanding apostolic journeys, even to distant countries, and to perform acts of great ecclesial, missionary and ecumenical significance.”

“This Pontiff's name remains linked above all to Vatican Council II. The Lord has wished that a son of Brescia become the helmsman of Peter’s boat, right in the midst of the council and in the early years of its implementation. With the passage of the years the importance of his pontificate for the Church and for the world is becoming ever clearer, as is the priceless heritage of teaching and virtue which he left to believers and to all humanity.”

Benedict XVI concludes his Letter thanks to God “for having granted the Church a pastor who was a faithful witness of Christ the Lord, so sincerely and profoundly enamored of the Church and so close to the hopes and expectations of the men and women of his time” and expressed his desire that “each member of the people of God may know how to honor his memory through commitment to a sincere and constant search for the truth.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)

8 September 2008 – Text message to young people 50 days since World Youth Day Mass 

VATICAN - SMS Message sent from Benedict XVI to the youth, 50 days after WYD

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy See Press Office has published the text of the SMS Message sent in English yesterday, September 8, by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the youth, 50 days after the conclusion of World Youth Day 2008. “Dear Friends, 

Fifty days ago we were together for the celebration of Mass.

Today I greet you on the birthday of Mary, Mother of the Church.

Empowered by the Spirit and courageous like Mary your pilgrimage of faith

fills the Church with life!

Soon I am to visit France.

I ask you all to join me in praying for the young people of France.

May we all be rejuvenated in hope! BXVI.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)
10 September 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - “This remains the mission of all the apostles of Christ in all times: to be fellow workers of true joy”: the Pope dedicates his catechesis at the General Audience to the apostolate of Saint Paul - Message to the French on the vigil of his apostolic journey to France

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After his encounter with the Risen Christ, on the road to Damascus, “Paul could not continue to live as he did before. Now he felt invested by the Lord with the charge to proclaim his Gospel as an apostle. It is precisely about this new condition of life, namely of his being an apostle of Christ,” the Holy Father said during the General Audience held on Wednesday, September 10, in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican.

The Pope explained that, “in keeping with the Gospel, we normally identify the Twelve with the title of apostles, thus intending to indicate those who were life companions and hearers of Jesus' teaching. But Paul also feels himself a true apostle and it seems clear, therefore, that the Pauline concept of apostolate is not restricted to the group of Twelve...Paul also sees himself as apostle in the strict sense. It is true that, at the time of the Christian origins, no one traveled as many kilometers as he did, by earth and sea, with the sole object of proclaiming the Gospel.”

In his Letters, Saint Paul names three main characteristics for an apostle. The Pope commented on them, saying: “The first is to have ‘seen the Lord,’ namely, to have had a decisive encounter with him... it is the Lord who constitutes the apostolate, not one's presumption.” “The second characteristic is to ‘have been sent’... Once again the idea appears in the first place of another initiative, that of God in Jesus Christ, to whom one is fully obliged, but above all the fact is underlined that a mission was received from him to fulfill in his name, putting absolutely in second place all personal interests.”

“A typical element of the true apostle, brought well into the light by St. Paul, is a sort of identification between the Gospel and the evangelizer, both destined to the same end. No one like Paul, in fact, has evidenced how the proclamation of the cross of Christ appears as ‘a stumbling block’ and ‘foolishness,’ to which many react with incomprehension and rejection. This occurred at that time, and it should not be surprising that the same happens also today.” Thus, sharing with the Stoic philosophy of his time the idea of a tenacious constancy in all the difficulties that come his way, Paul “surpasses the merely humanistic perspective, recalling the component of the love of God and of Christ... This is the certainty, the profound joy that guides the Apostle Paul in all these affairs: Nothing can separate us from the love of God. And this love is the true wealth of human life.”

Concluding the catechesis, the Holy Father mentioned that “St. Paul gave himself to the Gospel with all this life; we can say 24 hours out of 24,” carrying out his ministry “with fidelity and joy,” placing himself in an attitude of complete service towards Churches and declaring, “Not that we lord it over your faith; rather, we work together for your joy, for you stand firm in the faith" (2 Corinthians 1:24). This remains the mission of all the apostles of Christ in all times: to be fellow workers of true joy.” 

At the end of the Audience, the Pope read a Message he wrote for the French on the occasion of his apostolic journey to Paris and Lourdes, September 12-15, his “first pastoral journey to France as Successor of Peter.” Sending his cordial greetings to the French people and all the inhabitants of that beloved nation, the Pope said: “I go as a messenger of peace and fraternity. Your country is not unknown to me. On several occasions I have had the joy to visit it and to appreciate its generous tradition of hospitality and tolerance, as well as the solidity of its Christian faith and its lofty human and spiritual culture.” The reason for his trip is the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Lourdes, and thus he “will have the great joy to join the crowd of pilgrims who are going to follow the stages of the jubilee journey, after St. Bernadette, to the Massabielle grotto. My prayer will intensify at the feet of Our Lady for the intentions of the whole Church, in particular for the sick, the abandoned, as well as for peace in the world. May Mary be for all of you, in particular for young people, the Mother always attentive to the needs of her children, a light of hope that illuminates and guides your ways!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2008)

 

VATICAN - “This remains the mission of all the apostles of Christ in all times: to be fellow workers of true joy”: the Pope dedicates his catechesis at the General Audience to the apostolate of Saint Paul - Message to the French on the vigil of his apostolic journey to France

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After his encounter with the Risen Christ, on the road to Damascus, “Paul could not continue to live as he did before. Now he felt invested by the Lord with the charge to proclaim his Gospel as an apostle. It is precisely about this new condition of life, namely of his being an apostle of Christ,” the Holy Father said during the General Audience held on Wednesday, September 10, in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican.
The Pope explained that, “in keeping with the Gospel, we normally identify the Twelve with the title of apostles, thus intending to indicate those who were life companions and hearers of Jesus' teaching. But Paul also feels himself a true apostle and it seems clear, therefore, that the Pauline concept of apostolate is not restricted to the group of Twelve...Paul also sees himself as apostle in the strict sense. It is true that, at the time of the Christian origins, no one traveled as many kilometers as he did, by earth and sea, with the sole object of proclaiming the Gospel.”
In his Letters, Saint Paul names three main characteristics for an apostle. The Pope commented on them, saying: “The first is to have ‘seen the Lord,’ namely, to have had a decisive encounter with him... it is the Lord who constitutes the apostolate, not one's presumption.” “The second characteristic is to ‘have been sent’... Once again the idea appears in the first place of another initiative, that of God in Jesus Christ, to whom one is fully obliged, but above all the fact is underlined that a mission was received from him to fulfill in his name, putting absolutely in second place all personal interests.”
“A typical element of the true apostle, brought well into the light by St. Paul, is a sort of identification between the Gospel and the evangelizer, both destined to the same end. No one like Paul, in fact, has evidenced how the proclamation of the cross of Christ appears as ‘a stumbling block’ and ‘foolishness,’ to which many react with incomprehension and rejection. This occurred at that time, and it should not be surprising that the same happens also today.” Thus, sharing with the Stoic philosophy of his time the idea of a tenacious constancy in all the difficulties that come his way, Paul “surpasses the merely humanistic perspective, recalling the component of the love of God and of Christ... This is the certainty, the profound joy that guides the Apostle Paul in all these affairs: Nothing can separate us from the love of God. And this love is the true wealth of human life.”
Concluding the catechesis, the Holy Father mentioned that “St. Paul gave himself to the Gospel with all this life; we can say 24 hours out of 24,” carrying out his ministry “with fidelity and joy,” placing himself in an attitude of complete service towards Churches and declaring, “Not that we lord it over your faith; rather, we work together for your joy, for you stand firm in the faith" (2 Corinthians 1:24). This remains the mission of all the apostles of Christ in all times: to be fellow workers of true joy.” 
At the end of the Audience, the Pope read a Message he wrote for the French on the occasion of his apostolic journey to Paris and Lourdes, September 12-15, his “first pastoral journey to France as Successor of Peter.” Sending his cordial greetings to the French people and all the inhabitants of that beloved nation, the Pope said: “I go as a messenger of peace and fraternity. Your country is not unknown to me. On several occasions I have had the joy to visit it and to appreciate its generous tradition of hospitality and tolerance, as well as the solidity of its Christian faith and its lofty human and spiritual culture.” The reason for his trip is the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Lourdes, and thus he “will have the great joy to join the crowd of pilgrims who are going to follow the stages of the jubilee journey, after St. Bernadette, to the Massabielle grotto. My prayer will intensify at the feet of Our Lady for the intentions of the whole Church, in particular for the sick, the abandoned, as well as for peace in the world. May Mary be for all of you, in particular for young people, the Mother always attentive to the needs of her children, a light of hope that illuminates and guides your ways!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2008) 
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12 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to in France (1) – Welcome Ceremony in Paris

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (1) - “My pilgrimage to Lourdes has included a stop in Paris. I return with joy, glad to have this occasion to pay tribute to the impressive heritage of culture and faith that has shaped your country’s outstanding history, and has nurtured great servants of the Nation and the Church.”

Paris (Agenzia Fides) – Following his arrival at the Paris-Orly Airport at 11am on September 12, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Apostolic Nunciature in Paris and then to the Elysée Palace, for a Welcoming Ceremony. After the Pope’s private discussion with the President of France, the official addresses were given. 

“The principal reason for my visit,” the Holy Father said in his address, “is the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary at Lourdes. It is my desire to join the multitude of countless pilgrims from the whole world who during this year are converging on the Marian shrine, filled with faith and love... My pilgrimage to Lourdes has included a stop in Paris. Your capital city is familiar to me, and I know it rather well... return with joy, glad to have this occasion to pay tribute to the impressive heritage of culture and faith that has shaped your country’s outstanding history, and has nurtured great servants of the Nation and the Church... During your visit to Rome, Mr President, you called to mind that the roots of France – like those of Europe – are Christian. History itself offers sufficient proof of this: from its origins, your country received the Gospel message... The Church, established at an early stage in your country, played a civilizing role to which I am pleased to pay tribute on this occasion... The transmission of the culture of antiquity through monks, professors and copyists, the formation of hearts and spirits in love of the poor, the assistance given to the most deprived by the foundation of numerous religious congregations, the contribution of Christians to the establishment of the institutions of Gaul, and later France, all of this is too well known for me to dwell on it.”

Reflecting on the relations between Church and State, Benedict XVI recalled that “Christ had already offered the basic principle for a just solution to the problem of relations between the political sphere and the religious sphere when, in answer to a question, he said: ‘Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s’ (Mk 12:17). He then mentioned the fact that “The Church in France currently benefits from a ‘regime of freedom.’” The Pope quoted an expression used by the President of the country: “laïcité positive” (positive secularism), to indicate the “serene and positive” dialogue between Church and State in various fields, and he said: “At this moment in history when cultures continue to cross paths more frequently, I am firmly convinced that a new reflection on the true meaning and importance of laïcité is now necessary. In fact, it is fundamental, on the one hand, to insist on the distinction between the political realm and that of religion in order to preserve both the religious freedom of citizens and the responsibility of the State towards them; and, on the other hand, to become more aware of the irreplaceable role of religion for the formation of consciences and the contribution which it can bring to – among other things – the creation of a basic ethical consensus in society.”

The Pope “strives to be a sower of charity and hope,” Benedict XVI explained, as this is so needed in today’s world. He showed his special concern for the youth, who, “sometimes on the margins and often left to themselves, they are vulnerable and must come to terms on their own with a reality that often overwhelms them,” as well as his concern for the by a surreptitious widening of the distance between rich and poor in the Western world. “The Church, through her many institutions and works, together with many other associations in your country, often attempts to deal with immediate needs, but it is the State as such which must enact laws in order to eradicate unjust structures.” Reflecting on the planet, the Holy Father observed that “With great generosity, God has entrusted to us the world that he created. We must learn to respect and protect it more.”

The last subject addressed by the Holy Father concerned Europe. To France, who is currently exercising the role of Presidency in the European Union, the Pope asked them to bear witness – in accord with their tradition – “to human rights and to their promotion for the good of individuals and society.” Only when Europeans “see that these rights, which form an inseparable unity, are promoted and respected, then they will understand fully the greatness of the enterprise that is the European Union, and will become active artisans of the same.” In these uncertain times, and especially “as we face the danger of a resurgence of old suspicions, tensions, and conflicts among nations – which we are troubled to be witnessing today – France, which historically has been sensitive to reconciliation between peoples, is called to help Europe build up peace within her boarders and throughout the world. In this regard, it is important to promote a unity that neither can nor desires to become a uniformity, but rather is able to guarantee respect for national differences and different cultural traditions, which amount to an enrichment of the European symphony.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)

links

Complete text of the Holy Father’s address


12 September 2008 – Apostolic Journey to France (2) – Audience with representatives of Jewish Community and meeting with representatives of the French cultural reality at the Collège des Bernardins

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (2) - “What gave Europe’s culture its foundation - the search for God and the readiness to listen to him - remains today the basis of any genuine culture.”

Paris (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Friday, September 12, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with representatives from the Jewish community in the Apostolic Nunciature in Paris, where he gave a brief address. After expressing his joy at being able to be present at the event on “the vigil of the weekly celebration of the shabbat, the day which from time immemorial has occupied a significant position in the religious and cultural life of the people of Israel,” Benedict XVI said, “Dear friends, because of that which unites us and that which separates us, we share a relationship that should be strengthened and lived. And we know that these fraternal bonds constitute a continual invitation to know and to respect one another better.” The Holy Father went on to say that “the Catholic Church feels obliged to respect the Covenant made by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” and “opposed to every form of anti-Semitism, which can never be theologically justified.” “Once again I feel the duty to pay heartfelt recognition to those who have died unjustly and to those that have dedicated themselves to assure that the names of these victims may always be remembered. God does not forget!” 

Bidding farewell to the members of the Jewish community, the Holy Father made his way to the Collège des Bernardins in Paris, where he met with nearly 700 representatives of the world of culture, among which was a delegation from the Muslim community. We offer some passages from the Holy Father’s address.

“I would like to speak with you this evening of the origins of western theology and the roots of European culture... amid the great cultural upheaval resulting from migrations of peoples and the emerging new political configurations, the monasteries were the places where the treasures of ancient culture survived, and where at the same time a new culture slowly took shape out of the old... First and foremost, it must be frankly admitted straight away that it was not their intention to create a culture nor even to preserve a culture from the past. Their motivation was much more basic. Their goal was: quaerere Deum [search for God]... God himself had provided signposts, indeed he had marked out a path which was theirs to find and to follow. This path was his word, which had been disclosed to men in the books of the sacred Scriptures. Thus, by inner necessity, the search for God demands a culture of the word... Because the search for God required the culture of the word, it was appropriate that the monastery should have a library, pointing out pathways to the word. It was also appropriate to have a school, in which these pathways could be opened up.”

“The word does not lead to a purely individual path of mystical immersion, but to the pilgrim fellowship of faith. And so this word must not only be pondered, but also correctly read... And once again, a further step is needed. We ourselves are brought into conversation with God by the word of God. The God who speaks in the Bible teaches us how to speak with him ourselves. Particularly in the book of Psalms, he gives us the words with which we can address him, with which we can bring our life, with all its highpoints and lowpoints, into conversation with him, so that life itself thereby becomes a movement towards him. The psalms also contain frequent instructions about how they should be sung and accompanied by instruments. For prayer that issues from the word of God, speech is not enough: music is required.” Bernard... “shows that the culture of singing is also the culture of being, and that the monks have to pray and sing in a manner commensurate with the grandeur of the word handed down to them, with its claim on true beauty. This intrinsic requirement of speaking with God and singing of him with words he himself has given, is what gave rise to the great tradition of Western music.” 

“The Bible, considered from a purely historical and literary perspective, is not simply a book, but a collection of literary texts which were redacted over the course of more than a thousand years, and in which the inner unity of the individual books is not immediately apparent. On the contrary, there are visible tensions between them... the New Testament generally designates the Bible not as ‘the Scripture’ but as ‘the Scriptures,’ which, when taken together, are naturally then regarded as the one word of God to us. But the use of this plural makes it quite clear that the word of God only comes to us through the human word and through human words, that God only speaks to us through the humanity of human agents, through their words and their history... Scripture requires exegesis, and it requires the context of the community in which it came to birth and in which it is lived. This is where its unity is to be found, and here too its unifying meaning is opened up. To put it yet another way: there are dimensions of meaning in the word and in words which only come to light within the living community of this history-generating word... [Christianity] perceives in the words the Word, the Logos itself, which spreads its mystery through this multiplicity and the reality of a human history. This particular structure of the Bible issues a constantly new challenge to every generation. It excludes by its nature everything that today is known as fundamentalism. In effect, the word of God can never simply be equated with the letter of the text.”

“The whole drama of this topic is illuminated in the writings of Saint Paul... This tension between obligation and freedom, which extends far beyond the literary problem of scriptural exegesis, has also determined the thinking and acting of monasticism and has deeply marked Western culture. This tension presents itself anew as a challenge for our own generation as we face two poles: on the one hand, subjective arbitrariness, and on the other, fundamentalist fanaticism. It would be a disaster if today’s European culture could only conceive freedom as absence of obligation, which would inevitably play into the hands of fanaticism and arbitrariness. Absence of obligation and arbitrariness do not signify freedom, but its destruction.”

“We set out from the premise that the basic attitude of monks in the face of the collapse of the old order and its certainties was quaerere Deum – setting out in search of God. We could describe this as the truly philosophical attitude: looking beyond the penultimate, and setting out in search of the ultimate and the true... Within the monks’ seeking there is already contained, in some respects, a finding. Therefore, if such seeking is to be possible at all, there has to be an initial spur, which not only arouses the will to seek, but also makes it possible to believe that the way is concealed within this word, or rather: that in this word, God himself has set out towards men, and hence men can come to God through it... If a way is to be opened up into the heart of the biblical word as God’s word, this word must first of all be proclaimed outwardly... In fact, Christians of the nascent Church did not regard their missionary proclamation as propaganda, designed to enlarge their particular group, but as an inner necessity, consequent upon the nature of their faith: the God in whom they believed was the God of all people, the one, true God, who had revealed himself in the history of Israel and ultimately in his Son, thereby supplying the answer which was of concern to everyone and for which all people, in their innermost hearts, are waiting. The universality of God, and of reason open towards him, is what gave them the motivation—indeed, the obligation—to proclaim the message. They saw their faith as belonging, not to cultural custom that differs from one people to another, but to the domain of truth, which concerns all people equally. The fundamental structure of Christian proclamation “outwards” – towards searching and questioning mankind – is seen in Saint Paul’s address at the Areopagus... The novelty of Christian proclamation is that it can now say to all peoples: he has revealed himself. He personally. And now the way to him is open. The novelty of Christian proclamation does not consist in a thought, but in a deed: God has revealed himself. Yet this is no blind deed, but one which is itself Logos – the presence of eternal reason in our flesh. Verbum caro factum est (Jn 1:14): just so, amid what is made (factum) there is now Logos, Logos is among us. Creation (factum) is rational. Naturally, the humility of reason is always needed, in order to accept it: man’s humility, which responds to God’s humility.”

“Our present situation differs in many respects from the one that Paul encountered in Athens, yet despite the difference, the two situations also have much in common. Our cities are no longer filled with altars and with images of multiple deities. God has truly become for many the great unknown. But just as in the past, when behind the many images of God the question concerning the unknown God was hidden and present, so too the present absence of God is silently besieged by the question concerning him. Quaerere Deum – to seek God and to let oneself be found by him, that is today no less necessary than in former times. A purely positivistic culture which tried to drive the question concerning God into the subjective realm, as being unscientific, would be the capitulation of reason, the renunciation of its highest possibilities, and hence a disaster for humanity, with very grave consequences. What gave Europe’s culture its foundation – the search for God and the readiness to listen to him – remains today the basis of any genuine culture.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
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Complete text of the Holy Father’s address to representatives from the Jewish community 

Complete text of the Holy Father’s address to representatives from the world of culture
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12 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (3) – Celebration of Vespers at Notre Dame Cathedral

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (3) - “God is so humble that he uses us to spread his word. We become his voice, once we have listened carefully to the word coming from his mouth. We place his word on our lips in order to bring it to the world.”

Paris (Agenzia Fides) – On the evening of September 12, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the celebration of Vespers with priests, religious, seminarians, and deacons in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. “We are gathered in the Mother Church of the Diocese of Paris, Notre-Dame Cathedral, which rises in the heart of the city as a living sign of God’s presence in our midst,” the Pope said at the beginning of his homily, recalling the long history of the Cathedral, whose first stone was laid by Pope Alexander III. “The faith of the Middle Ages built the cathedrals, and here your ancestors came to praise God, to entrust to him their hopes and to express their love for him. Great religious and civil events took place in this shrine, where architects, painters, sculptors and musicians have given the best of themselves,” the Pope highlighted. 

Taking up Psalm 121 from the recently sung Vespers, Benedict XVI mentioned the joy that the Psalmist conveys with: “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!.’” “The Psalmist’s joy, brimming over in the very words of the Psalm, penetrates our hearts and resonates deeply within them. We truly rejoice to enter the house of the Lord, since, as the Fathers of the Church have taught us, this house is nothing other than a concrete symbol of Jerusalem on high, which comes down to us to offer us the most beautiful of dwelling-places.” The Pope continued, saying, “during Vespers this evening, we are united in thought and prayer with the voices of the countless men and women who have chanted this psalm in this very place down the centuries... What joy indeed, to know that we are invisibly surrounded by so great a crowd of witnesses! Our pilgrimage to the holy city would not be possible if it were not made in the Church, the seed and the prefiguration of the heavenly Jerusalem. “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain” (Ps 126:1). Who is this Lord, if not our Lord Jesus Christ? It is he who founded his Church and built it on rock, on the faith of the Apostle Peter.” 

Augustine asks how we can know who these builders are, and his answer is this: “All those who preach God’s word in the Church, all who are ministers of God’s divine Sacraments. All of us run, all of us work, all of us build”; yet it is God alone who, within us, “builds, exhorts, and inspires awe; who opens our understanding and guides our minds to faith.” Then, the Holy Father said: “What marvels surround our work in the service of God’s word! We are instruments of the Holy Spirit; God is so humble that he uses us to spread his word. We become his voice, once we have listened carefully to the word coming from his mouth. We place his word on our lips in order to bring it to the world. He accepts the offering of our prayer and through it he communicates himself to everyone we meet.”

“Your cathedral is a living hymn of stone and light,” Pope Benedict XVI said, “in praise of that act, unique in the annals of human history: the eternal Word of God entering our history in the fulness of time to redeem us by his self-offering in the sacrifice of the Cross. Our earthly liturgies, entirely ordered to the celebration of this unique act within history, will never fully express its infinite meaning. Certainly, the beauty of our celebrations can never be sufficiently cultivated, fostered and refined, for nothing can be too beautiful for God, who is himself infinite Beauty. Yet our earthly liturgies will never be more than a pale reflection of the liturgy celebrated in the Jerusalem on high, the goal of our pilgrimage on earth. May our own celebrations nonetheless resemble that liturgy as closely as possible and grant us a foretaste of it!” 

The Pope reminded the priests that “the word of God is given to us as the soul of our apostolate, the soul of our priestly life,” and then he told them, “do not be afraid to spend much time reading and meditating on the Scriptures and praying the Divine Office! Almost without your knowing it, God’s word, read and pondered in the Church, acts upon you and transforms you.” To the seminarians he said, “this word is given to you as a precious treasure,” in that “You are called to become stewards of this word which accomplishes what it communicates. Thus you will learn to love everyone you meet along life’s journey. In the Church everyone has a place, everyone! Every person can and must find a place in her.” 

Addressing the deacons, the Holy Father invited them to continue loving the Word of God, to proclaim the Gospel at the heart of the Eucharistic celebration, at the center of their lives, in their service to their neighbor, in there entire “diakonia.” Addressing the religious and consecrated persons, the Pope told them: “Your only treasure – which, to tell the truth, will alone survive the passage of time and the curtain of death – is the word of the Lord.”

The Pope concluded his homily affirming that “there is no love in the Church without love of the word, no Church without unity around Christ the Redeemer, no fruits of redemption without love of God and neighbor, according to the two commandments which sum up all of Sacred Scripture” and recalling that “in Our Lady we have the finest example of fidelity to God’s word.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
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Complete text of the Holy Father’s homily
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12 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (4) – Meeting with young people

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (4) - “Remember the two treasures which the Pope has presented to you this evening: the Holy Spirit and the Cross!”

Paris (Agenzia Fides) – After the celebration of Vespers in Notre Dame Cathedral, on the evening of September 12, Pope Benedict XVI went out to the esplanade in front of the Cathedral, to meet with the crowd of young people gathered there. “This evening I would like to talk to you about two very closely related matters; they represent a real treasure to be stored up in your hearts,” the Pope told the young people. The first was linked to the recently celebrated World Youth Day: “In Sydney, many young people rediscovered the importance of the Holy Spirit for the life of every Christian. The Spirit gives us a deep relationship with God, who is the source of all authentic human good. All of you desire to love and to be loved! It is to God that you must turn, if you want to learn how to love, and to find the strength to love. The Spirit, who is Love, can open your hearts to accept the gift of genuine love. All of you are seeking the truth; and all of you want to live in truth! This truth is Christ. He is the only Way, the one Truth and the true Life.”

The Pope then encouraged the youth to meditate on the Sacrament of Confirmation, which leads them into a more mature faith life. “The Holy Spirit enables you to approach the Mystery of God; he makes you understand who God is... By revealing who the crucified and risen Lord is for us, he impels you to bear witness to Christ. You are at an age marked by great generosity. You need to speak about Christ to all around you, to your families and friends, wherever you study, work and relax.” Then, Benedict XVI encouraged the youth not to be afraid to preach God: “Bring the Good News to the young people of your age, and to others as well... Be witnesses of God, for, as young people, you are fully a part of the Catholic community through your Baptism and our common profession of faith. The Church has confidence in you, and I want to tell you so!” 

In entrusting the youth with the “second treasure,” the Pope mentioned that this one was at the center of Saint Paul’s life: the mystery of the Cross. “Many of you wear a cross on a chain around your neck. I too wear one, as every Bishop does. It is not a mere decoration or a piece of jewelry. It is the precious symbol of our faith, the visible and material sign that we belong to Christ.” After explaining the words of Saint Paul in reference to the Cross at the beginning of his First Letter to the Corinthians, the Pope continued, saying: “The Spirit opens to human intelligence new horizons which transcend it and enable to perceive that the only true wisdom is found in the grandeur of Christ. For Christians, the Cross signifies God’s wisdom and his infinite love revealed in the saving gift of Christ, crucified and risen for the life of the world, and in particular for the life of each and every one of you. May this discovery of a God who became man out of love – this amazing discovery lead you to respect and venerate the Cross! It is not only the symbol of your life in God and your salvation, but also – as you will understand – the silent witness of human suffering and the unique and priceless expression of all our hopes. Dear young people, I know that venerating the Cross can sometimes bring mockery and even persecution.”

Benedict XVI then concluded his speech, saying: “This evening, I entrust you with the Cross of Christ. The Holy Spirit will enable you to understand its mysteries of love. Then you will exclaim with Saint Paul: ‘May I never boast of anything, except the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world’ (Gal 6:14). Paul had understood the seemingly paradoxical words of Jesus, who taught that it is only by giving (‘losing’) one’s life that one finds it (cf. Mk 8:35; Jn 12:24), and Paul concluded from this that the Cross expresses the fundamental law of love, the perfect formula for real life. May a growing understanding of the mystery of the Cross lead some of you discover the call to serve Christ unreservedly in the priesthood and the religious life!” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
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13 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (5) – Visit to the Institut de France and Eucharistic Celebration 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (5) - “To all people of good will who are listening to me, I say once more, with Saint Paul: Shun the worship of idols, do not tire of doing good!”

Paris (Agenzia Fides) – Following a brief visit to the Institut de France in Paris, the institution that includes representatives from among the most prestigious persons in the areas of knowledge and which is formed by five Academies, the Holy Father Benedict XVI went to celebrate the Mass in memory of Saint John Chrysostom at the Esplanade des Invalides, at 10am on September 13. In his homily, the Pope focused on the relevance of the exhortation made by Saint Paul to the Corinthians: “Shun the worship of idols” (1 Cor 10:14), to show that today’s world has also created its own idols: “Has it not imitated, perhaps inadvertently, the pagans of antiquity, by diverting man from his true end, from the joy of living eternally with God?... The temptation to idolize a past that no longer exists, forgetting its shortcomings; the temptation to idolize a future which does not yet exist, in the belief that, by his efforts alone, man can bring about the kingdom of eternal joy on earth!... Have not money, the thirst for possessions, for power and even for knowledge, diverted man from his true destiny, from the truth of himself?”

Benedict XVI then mentioned that Saint Paul’s “radical condemnation of idolatry is never a personal condemnation of the idolater. In our judgements, must we never confuse the sin, which is unacceptable, with the sinner, the state of whose conscience we cannot judge and who, in any case, is always capable of conversion and forgiveness.” The Pope then continued, saying: “Never does God, of whom the Apostle is an authorized witness here, ask man to sacrifice his reason! Reason never enters into real contradiction with faith! The one God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit -- created our reason and gives us faith, proposing to our freedom that it be received as a precious gift. It is the worship of idols which diverts man from this perspective.” 

Man, therefore, can reach God in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, “This extraordinary revelation comes to us from Christ and has been transmitted to us by the Apostles and by the whole Church for almost two thousand years.” Benedict XVI then encouraged all to “give the greatest veneration to the sacrament of the Body and Blood of the Lord, the Blessed Sacrament of the real presence of the Lord to his Church and to all humanity. Let us take every opportunity to show him our respect and our love! Let us give him the greatest marks of honor! Through our words, our silences, and our gestures, let us never allow our faith in the risen Christ, present in the Eucharist, to lose its savor in us or around us!” 

Continuing his homily, the Pope recalled once more that the Mass “makes its own appeal to us to shun idols...the Mass invites us to discern what, in ourselves, is obedient to the Spirit of God and what, in ourselves, is attuned to the spirit of evil.” In order thank the Lord for all that He does for us, we cannot help but echo the words of the Psalmist: “I will raise the cup of salvation, I will call on the name of the Lord” (Ps 116:13). The Pope commented, saying: “To raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, is that not the very best way of ‘shunning idols,’ as Saint Paul asks us to do? Every time the Mass is celebrated, every time Christ makes himself sacramentally present in his Church, the work of our salvation is accomplished... Now, dear brothers and sisters, who can raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord in the name of the entire people of God, except the priest, ordained for this purpose by his Bishop?” 

Here, the Holy Father made an appeal to the youth: “Do not be afraid! Do not be afraid to give your life to Christ! Nothing will ever replace the ministry of priests at the heart of the Church! Nothing will ever replace a Mass for the salvation of the world! Dear young and not so young who are listening to me, do not leave Christ's call unanswered.”

In the Gospel for the day, Christ “taught us to shun idolatry, by inviting us to build our house ‘on rock’ (Lk 6:48),” the Pope said, explaining that the rock is Christ Himself, and that “the Church, built upon the rock of Christ, possesses the promises of eternal life, not because her members are holier than others, but because Christ made this promise to Peter... In this unfailing hope in God's eternal presence to the souls of each of us, in this joy of knowing that Christ is with us until the end of time, in this power that the Holy Spirit gives to all those who let themselves be filled with him, I entrust you, dear Christians of Paris and France, to the powerful and merciful action of the God of love who died for us upon the Cross and rose victorious on Easter morning. To all people of good will who are listening to me, I say once more, with Saint Paul: Shun the worship of idols, do not tire of doing good!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
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Text from the Holy Father’s address at the Institut de France 

Complete text from the Homily of the Mass at Esplanade des Invalides
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13 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (6) – Jubilee Path in Lourdes and address at the end of Torch Light Procession 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (6) - “Mary left death behind her; she is entirely re-clothed with life, the life of her Son, the risen Christ. She is thus the sign of the victory of love, of good and of God, giving our world the hope that it needs.”

Lourdes (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday, September 13, the Holy Father Benedict XVI flew from Paris to Lourdes, where he was received by local authorities. At 6pm, he visited the three sites of the “Jubilee Path” that has been created for pilgrims to Lourdes this year, as it is the 150th anniversary of Our Lady’s apparitions there. The Holy Father then visited the Church of the Sacred Heart, where he stopped in front of the baptismal font where Bernadette was baptized. He also paid a brief visit to the “Cachot” where Bernadette lived with her family. Lastly, he visited the Grotto of Massabielle, the site of the apparitions. At 9:30pm, from the lower terrace of the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary, the Holy Father watched the closing stages of the torchlight procession and gave an address on the apparitions of Massabielle and the dialogue between the Virgin Mary and Bernadette.

“It is hardly surprising that Mary should be beautiful, given that—during the apparition of 25 March 1858—she reveals her name in this way: ‘I am the Immaculate Conception.’ Let us now look at this ‘woman clothed with the sun’ (Rev 12:1) as she is described for us in Scripture... Mary left death behind her; she is entirely re-clothed with life, the life of her Son, the risen Christ. She is thus the sign of the victory of love, of good and of God, giving our world the hope that it needs. This evening, let us turn our gaze towards Mary, so glorious and so human, allowing her to lead us towards God who is the victor.”

Benedict XVI then pointed out that, “Lourdes is one of the places chosen by God for his beauty to be reflected with particular brightness, hence the importance here of the symbol of light.” Following the example of Bernadette, who from the fourth apparition onwards, on arriving at the grotto, would light a votive candle each morning and hold it in her left hand for as long as the Virgin was visible to her, “soon, people would give Bernadette a candle to plant in the ground inside the grotto. Very soon, too, people would place their own candles in this place of light and peace. The Mother of God herself let it be known that she liked the touching homage of these thousands of torches, which since that time have continued to shine upon the rock of the apparition and give her glory.” 

In the course of the apparitions, Bernadette “prays the rosary under the gaze of Mary, who unites herself to her at the moment of the doxology. This fact confirms the profoundly theocentric character of the prayer of the rosary. When we pray it, Mary offers us her heart and her gaze in order to contemplate the life of her Son, Jesus Christ.” After recalling the profound Marian devotion of John Paul II, and how he encouraged the recitation of the Rosary, the Pope said: “May Lourdes, the land of light, continue to be a school for learning to pray the Rosary, which introduces the disciples of Jesus, under the gaze of his Mother, into an authentic and cordial dialogue with his Master!”

The Pope then made reference to the torchlight procession that “the torchlight procession expresses the mystery of prayer in a form that our eyes of flesh can grasp: in the communion of the Church, which unites the elect in heaven with pilgrims on earth, the light of dialogue between man and his Lord blazes forth and a luminous path opens up in human history, even in its darkest moments. This procession is a time of great ecclesial joy, but also a time of seriousness: the intentions we bring emphasize our profound communion with all those who suffer... Mary teaches us to pray, to make of our prayer an act of love for God and an act of fraternal charity. By praying with Mary, our heart welcomes those who suffer... Lourdes is a place of light because it is a place of communion, hope and conversion.”

Recalling Jesus’ invitation to “keep your lamps burning” (Lk 12:35), the Pope mentioned that “this act of walking through the night, carrying the light, speaks powerfully to the depths of ourselves, touches our heart and says much more than any other word uttered or heard. This gesture itself summarizes our condition as Christians on a journey: we need light, and at the same time are called to be light... To live Christian love, means at the same time to introduce God’s light into the world and to point out its true source.”

In anticipation of the feast to be celebrated the following day, the celebration of the exaltation of the Holy Cross, Benedict XVI explained that “the death of Jesus is a death which becomes a light for the nations... Through the Cross, our whole life gains light, strength and hope. The Cross reveals the whole depth of love contained in the original design of the Creator; through the Cross, all is healed and brought to completion. That is why life lived with faith in Christ dead and risen becomes light.” The Pope concluded by saying that, “a quiet encounter with Bernadette and the Virgin Mary can change a person’s life, for they are here, in Massabielle, to lead us to Christ who is our life, our strength and our light.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2008)

links

Complete text of the Holy Father’s address

www.evangelizatio.org

14 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (7) – The Prairie: Eucharistic Celebration and Angelus 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (7) - “After the example of the great evangelizers from your country, may the missionary spirit which animated so many men and women from France over the centuries, continue to be your pride and your commitment!”

Lourdes (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, September 14, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the Holy Father Benedict XVI said Mass at 10am at the “Prairie,” on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of the Virgin Mary in Lourdes. “Here we are this morning at the feet of Mary, the Immaculate Virgin, eager to learn from her alongside little Bernadette,” the Pope said at the beginning of his homily. Recalling the liturgy for the day, the Pope said that “by raising our eyes towards the Crucified one, we adore him who came to take upon himself the sin of the world and to give us eternal life.” He also pointed out that Mary “invites all people of good will, all those who suffer in heart or body, to raise their eyes towards the Cross of Jesus, so as to discover there the source of life, the source of salvation.”

“In order to welcome into our lives this glorious Cross, the celebration of the Jubilee of Our Lady’s apparitions in Lourdes urges us to embark upon a journey of faith and conversion. Today, Mary comes to meet us, so as to show us the way towards a renewal of life for our communities and for each one of us. By welcoming her Son, whom she presents to us, we are plunged into a living stream in which the faith can rediscover new vigor, in which the Church can be strengthened so as to proclaim the mystery of Christ ever more boldly. Jesus, born of Mary, is the Son of God, the sole Savior of all people, living and acting in his Church and in the world. The Church is sent everywhere in the world to proclaim this unique message and to invite people to receive it through an authentic conversion of heart. This mission, entrusted by Jesus to his disciples, receives here, on the occasion of this Jubilee, a breath of new life. After the example of the great evangelizers from your country, may the missionary spirit which animated so many men and women from France over the centuries, continue to be your pride and your commitment!”

Following the Jubilee Way, in the footsteps of Bernadette, we are reminded of the heart of the message of Lourdes: “On their spiritual journey, Christians too are called to render fruitful the grace of their Baptism, to nourish themselves with the Eucharist, to draw strength from prayer so as to bear witness and to express solidarity with all their fellow human beings.” The Holy Father then recalled that Mary, conceived without sin, “gave herself totally to God, and who received the privilege of giving human life to his eternal Son... By presenting herself in this way, in utter dependence upon God, Mary expresses in reality an attitude of total freedom, based upon the full recognition of her true dignity. This privilege concerns us too, for it discloses to us our own dignity as men and women, admittedly marked by sin, but saved in hope, a hope which allows us to face our daily life. This is the path which Mary opens up for man. To give oneself fully to God is to find the path of true freedom.”

The Holy Father mentioned that “the primary purpose of the shrine at Lourdes is to be a place of encounter with God in prayer and a place of service to our brothers and sisters, notably through the welcome given to the sick, the poor and all who suffer. In this place, Mary comes to us as a mother, always open to the needs of her children.” The Blessed Virgin Mary reminds us of the central role that prayer should play in the life of the Christian, as it is “indispensable if we are to receive Christ’s power”... “To allow oneself to become absorbed by activity runs the risk of depriving prayer of its specifically Christian character and its true efficacy.”

Addressing the youth, always present in Lourdes at the service of the sick and the pilgrims, the Pope told them: “Do not allow yourselves to be discouraged by difficulties!... do not be afraid to say yes to the Lord’s summons when he invites you to walk in his footsteps. Respond generously to the Lord! Only he can fulfil the deepest aspirations of your heart... May Mary help those who are called to marriage to discover the beauty of a genuine and profound love, lived as a reciprocal and faithful gift! To those among you whom he calls to follow him in the priesthood or the religious life, I would like to reiterate all the joy that is to be had through giving one’s life totally for the service of God and others. May Christian families and communities be places where solid vocations can come to birth and grow, for the service of the Church and the world!”

The Pope concluded his homily by invoking Mary as the “Star of Hope.” “On the paths of our lives, so often shrouded in darkness, she is a beacon of hope who enlightens us and gives direction to our journey... And she invites us to live like her in invincible hope, refusing to believe those who claim that we are trapped in the fatal power of destiny.”

After the Mass, the Holy Father Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Angelus. Beforehand, he gave a brief address and mentioned that “every day, praying the Angelus gives us the opportunity to meditate for a few moments, in the midst of all our activities, on the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. At noon, when the first hours of the day are already beginning to weigh us down with fatigue, our availability and our generosity are renewed by the contemplation of Mary’s ‘yes’.” The privilege of her Immaculate Conception “does not distance her from us, but on the contrary, it brings her closer... Mary’s purity makes her infinitely close to our hearts, attentive to each of us and desirous of our true good... Before Mary, by virtue of her very purity, man does not hesitate to reveal his weakness, to express his questions and his doubts, to formulate his most secret hopes and desires... Mary shows us the right way to come to the Lord. She teaches us to approach him in truth and simplicity. Thanks to her, we discover that the Christian faith is not a burden: it is like a wing which enables us to fly higher, so as to take refuge in God’s embrace... as we are sons and daughters of Mary, we can profit from all the graces given to her; the incomparable dignity that came to her through her Immaculate Conception shines brightly over us, her children.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2008)
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14 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (8) – Meeting with the Catholic  Bishops' Conference 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (8) - “As successors of the Apostles, you represent Christ at the head of the dioceses which have been entrusted to you... the Christian people must regard you with affection and respect.”

Lourdes (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Sunday, September 14, the Holy Father met with the members of the French Catholic Bishops’ Conference at the Hemicycle Sainte-Bernadette in Lourdes. We offer several extracts from the Pope’s address to them.

“I encourage you to continue working in unity and trust, in full communion with Peter, who has come in order to strengthen your faith... I would like to take this opportunity to reflect with you on some topics that I know are at the center of your attention.”

“As successors of the Apostles, you represent Christ at the head of the dioceses which have been entrusted to you, and you strive to be true to the portrait of the Bishop sketched by Saint Paul; you seek to grow constantly in this path... The Christian people must regard you with affection and respect... Your mission as spiritual leaders consists, then, in creating the necessary conditions for the faithful – again using words of Saint Ignatius – to “sing aloud to the Father with one voice through Jesus Christ,” and in this way to make their lives an offering to God.” 

“You are rightly convinced that, if every baptized person is to grow in desire for God and in understanding of life’s meaning, catechesis is of fundamental importance. The two principal instruments at your disposal – the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Catechism of the Bishops of France – are like precious jewels. They offer a harmonious synthesis of the Catholic faith and they ensure that the preaching of the Gospel is truly faithful to the riches that it contains. Catechesis is not first and foremost a question of method, but of content... Diligent preparation of catechists will allow integral transmission of the faith, after the example of Saint Paul, the greatest catechist of all time, whom we regard with particular admiration in this bimillennium of his birth.”

“In order to accomplish this task effectively, you need co-workers. For this reason, priestly and religious vocations deserve to be encouraged more than ever... The Bishop and the communities of the faithful must play their part in promoting and welcoming priestly and religious vocations, relying on the grace of the Holy Spirit in order to carry out the necessary discernment. Yes, dear Brothers in the episcopate, continue inviting people to the priesthood and the religious life, just as Peter let down the nets at the Master’s order, when he had spent the whole night fishing without catching anything.”

“It can never be said often enough that the priesthood is indispensable to the Church, for it is at the service of the laity. Priests are a gift from God for the Church. Where their specific missions are concerned, priests cannot delegate their functions to the faithful. Dear Brothers in the episcopate, I urge you to continue helping your priests to live in profound union with Christ. Their spiritual life is the foundation of their apostolic life... Seek to be attentive to their human, intellectual and spiritual formation, and to their means of subsistence... Priests need your affection, your encouragement and your solicitude.”

“Liturgical worship is the supreme expression of priestly and episcopal life, just as it is of catechetical teaching. Your duty to sanctify the faithful people, dear Brothers, is indispensable for the growth of the Church. In the Motu Proprio ‘Summorum Pontificum,’ I was led to set out the conditions in which this duty is to be exercised, with regard to the possibility of using the missal of Blessed John XXIII (1962) in addition to that of Pope Paul VI (1970). Some fruits of these new arrangements have already been seen, and I hope that, thanks be to God, the necessary pacification of spirits is already taking place. I am aware of your difficulties, but I do not doubt that, within a reasonable time, you can find solutions satisfactory for all, lest the seamless tunic of Christ be further torn. Everyone has a place in the Church. Every person, without exception, should be able to feel at home, and never rejected. God, who loves all men and women and wishes none to be lost, entrusts us with this mission by appointing us shepherds of his sheep. We can only thank him for the honor and the trust that he has placed in us. Let us therefore strive always to be servants of unity!”

“There is certainly one problem which arises with particular urgency everywhere: the situation of the family... For several decades, laws in different countries have been relativizing its nature as the primordial cell of society. Often they are seeking more to adapt to the mores and demands of particular individuals or groups, than to promote the common good of society... However, experience shows that the family is the foundation on which the whole of society rests. Moreover, Christians know that the family is also the living cell of the Church... The Church wishes to remain utterly faithful to the mandate entrusted to her by her Founder, her Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. She does not cease to repeat with him: “What God has joined together, let not man put asunder!” (Mt 19:6). The Church did not give herself this mission: she received it. To be sure, none can deny that certain families experience trials, sometimes very painful ones... A particularly painful situation, as you know, concerns those who are divorced and remarried. The Church, which cannot oppose the will of Christ, firmly maintains the principle of the indissolubility of marriage, while surrounding with the greatest affection those men and women who, for a variety of reasons, fail to respect it. Hence initiatives aimed at blessing irregular unions cannot be admitted.”

“Young people, I know well dear Brothers, are at the center of your concerns... Even while living in a world which courts them and flatters their base instincts, and carrying, as they do, the heavy burdens handed down by history, the young retain a freshness of soul which has elicited my admiration. I appealed to their sense of responsibility by urging them always to draw support from the vocation given them by God on the day of their Baptism.”

“I am convinced, in fact, that nations must never allow what gives them their particular identity to disappear. The fact that different members of the same family have the same father and mother does not mean that they are undifferentiated subjects: they are actually persons with their own individuality. The same is true for countries, which must take care to preserve and develop their particular culture, without ever allowing it to be absorbed by others or swamped in a dull uniformity... From this perspective, drawing attention to France’s Christian roots will permit each inhabitant of the country to come to a better understanding of his or her origin and destiny. Consequently, within the current institutional framework and with the utmost respect for the laws that are in force, it is necessary to find a new path, in order to interpret and live from day to day the fundamental values on which the Nation’s identity is built... Thanks to a healthy collaboration between the political community and the Church, made possible through an acknowledgment and respect for the independence and autonomy of each within their particular spheres, a service is rendered to mankind which aims at his full personal and social development.”

“The recent Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue has highlighted the fact that authentic dialogue requires, as fundamental conditions, good formation for those who promote it, and enlightened discernment in order to advance step by step in discovering the Truth. The goal of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, which naturally differ in their respective nature and finality, is to seek and deepen a knowledge of the Truth. It is therefore a noble and obligatory task for every believer, since Christ himself is the Truth. The building of bridges between the great ecclesial Christian traditions, and dialogue with other religious traditions, demand a real striving for mutual understanding, because ignorance destroys more than it builds.”

“Man is always in need of liberation from his fears and his sins. Man must ceaselessly learn or relearn that God is not his enemy, but his infinitely good Creator. Man needs to know that his life has a meaning, and that he is awaited, at the conclusion of his earthly sojourn, so as to share for ever in Christ’s glory in heaven. Your mission is to bring the portion of the People of God entrusted to your care to recognize this glorious destiny.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2008)
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14 September 2008 –Apostolic Journey to France (9) –Eucharistic Celebration at the Oratoire de l’Hôpital and Farewell Ceremony 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Paris and Lourdes (9) - “Within the smile of the Virgin lies mysteriously hidden the strength to fight against sickness and for life.”

Lourdes (Agenzia Fides) – On Monday, September 15, at the end of his pastoral visit to Lourdes, the Holy Father visited the Oratoire de l’Hôpital (the Chapel where St. Bernadette received her First Communion), the Fourth Part of the “Jubilee Path.” There he remained in prayer for some time. Later, he presided the Mass celebrated in the esplanade in front of the Basilica Notre-Dame du Rosaire, for the sick. During the Mass, he also administered the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to a group of sick persons. 

“Yesterday we celebrated the Cross of Christ, the instrument of our salvation, which reveals the mercy of our God in all its fullness,” the Pope said in his homily. “Today, as we celebrate the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows, we contemplate Mary sharing her Son’s compassion for sinners... Mary dwells in the joy and the glory of the Resurrection. The tears shed at the foot of the Cross have been transformed into a smile which nothing can wipe away, even as her maternal compassion towards us remains unchanged... Mary loves each of her children, giving particular attention to those who, like her Son at the hour of his Passion, are prey to suffering; she loves them quite simply because they are her children, according to the will of Christ on the Cross.”

Christians have always sought the smile of Our Lady, the Pope said. “This smile of Mary is for all; but it is directed quite particularly to those who suffer, so that they can find comfort and solace therein. To seek Mary’s smile is not an act of devotional or outmoded sentimentality, but rather the proper expression of the living and profoundly human relationship which binds us to her whom Christ gave us as our Mother. To wish to contemplate this smile of the Virgin, does not mean letting oneself be led by an uncontrolled imagination... In the smile of the most eminent of all creatures, looking down on us, is reflected our dignity as children of God, that dignity which never abandons the sick person. This smile, a true reflection of God’s tenderness, is the source of an invincible hope.”

In response to a prolonged suffering, man can even be led to despair of the meaning and value of life, Benedict XVI commented, and there is a need for the close presence of family and friends, and “also the closeness of those who are intimately bound to us by faith. Who could be more intimate to us than Christ and his holy Mother, the Immaculate One?... I would like to say, humbly, to those who suffer and to those who struggle and are tempted to turn their backs on life: turn towards Mary! Within the smile of the Virgin lies mysteriously hidden the strength to fight against sickness and for life. With her, equally, is found the grace to accept without fear or bitterness to leave this world at the hour chosen by God.”

The Pope continued by saying that to seek the smile of the Virgin Mary is “not a pious infantilism... In the very simple manifestation of tenderness that we call a smile, we grasp that our sole wealth is the love God bears us, which passes through the heart of her who became our Mother...Mary’s smile is a is a spring of living water... From her believing heart, from her maternal heart, flows living water which purifies and heals.”

Benedict XVI then reflected on the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. “Christ imparts his salvation by means of the sacraments, and especially in the case of those suffering from sickness or disability, by means of the grace of the sacrament of the sick. For each individual, suffering is always something alien. It can never be tamed... The grace of this sacrament consists in welcoming Christ the healer into ourselves. However, Christ is not a healer in the manner of the world. In order to heal us, he does not remain outside the suffering that is experienced; he eases it by coming to dwell within the one stricken by illness, to bear it and live it with him... Without the Lord’s help, the yoke of sickness and suffering weighs down on us cruelly.”

At the end of his homily, the Pope affectionately greeted those working in the areas of public health and nursing, as well as those who, in different ways, in hospitals and other institutions, are contributing to the care of the sick, all the hospitaliers, the brancardiers who work to attend the sick pilgrims who visit Lourdes: “I should like to say... how much their service is appreciated. They are the arms of the servant Church.” The Pope also encouraged those who, “in the name of their faith, receive and visit the sick, especially in hospital infirmaries, in parishes or, as here, at shrines.” “Mary entrusts her smile to you, so that you yourselves may become, in faithfulness to her son, springs of living water. Whatever you do, you do in the name of the Church, of which Mary is the purest image. May you carry her smile to everyone!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2008)
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17 September 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope speaks of his journey to France at the General Audience: “In reality, we are all pilgrims, we need Mary to guide us; and in Lourdes, her smile invites us to go forward with great confidence in the awareness that God is good, God is love.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On September 17, the General Audience was held in the Paul VI Audience Hall, where the Holy Father Benedict XVI, after arriving via helicopter from his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, met with pilgrims and faithful. He told them: “Today's meeting gives me the opportunity to review again the moments of the pastoral visit that I made in recent days to France,” as he thanked all those who had contributed to the success of his pilgrimage. “The visit began in Paris, where, ideally, I met with all the French people, thus honoring a beloved nation in which the Church, since the 2nd century, has played a fundamental civilizing role.” In this context, “the need matured of a healthy distinction between the political and religious spheres,” the Pontiff explained, mentioning that “genuine secularism, therefore, is not to do without the spiritual dimension, but to acknowledge that precisely the latter is, radically, the guarantor of our liberty and of the autonomy of earthly realities, thanks to the dictates of creative Wisdom that the human conscience is able to receive and fulfill.” This is what the Pope had reflected on in his meeting with the world of culture at the Collège des Bernardins.

“The starting point of my address was a reflection on monasticism, whose objective was to seek God, ‘quaerere Deum’... The search for God led the monks, by its nature, to a culture of the word. "Quaerere Deum," to seek God, they searched in the furrow of the word and they were to know, in ever greater depth, this Word... As a consequence, that ‘eruditio’ was developed in monasteries that made possible the formation of culture. Precisely because of this, ‘quaerere Deum’ -- to seek God, to be on the way to God -- continues to be today as yesterday the "via maestra" and foundation of all true culture.”

In Notre Dame Cathedral, in Paris, during the celebration of Vespers of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pope recalled how he had exhorted the priests, deacons, men and women religious and seminarians who had come from all parts of France, “to give priority to the religious listening of the divine word, looking at the Virgin Mary as sublime model.” Later, in the explanade in front of the Cathedral, the Holy Father entrusted the youth with two treasures of the Christian faith: the Holy Spirit and the Cross. “The Spirit opens human intelligence to horizons that surpass it and makes it understand the beauty and truth of God's love revealed, in fact, on the Cross.” After a brief stopover at the Institut de France, headquarters of the five national academies, one of which the Holy Father is a member, he celebrated Mass at the Esplanade des Invalides. “Echoing the words of the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians, I invited the faithful of Paris and the whole of France to seek the living God, who has shown us his true face in Jesus present in the Eucharist, encouraging us to love our brothers as He has loved us.”

The Pope later traveled to Lourdes, “truly a place of light, prayer, hope and conversion, founded on the rock of the love of God, which had its culminating revelation in the glorious cross of Christ,” the Pope said. “Appearing to Bernadette, in the Grotto of Massabielle, Mary's first gesture was, in fact, the Sign of the Cross, though her hand was trembling. And so the Virgin gave a first initiation on the essence of Christianity: The Sign of the Cross is the height of our faith, and doing it with an attentive heart we enter into the full mystery of our salvation. The whole message of Lourdes is contained in this gesture of the Virgin! God has so loved us that he gave himself up for us: This is the message of the Cross, ‘mystery of death and of glory.’ The cross reminds us that there is no true love without suffering, there is no gift of life without pain.” 

The Pope referred to the important meeting with the French episcopate as, “a moment of intense spiritual communion, in which together we entrusted to the Virgin our common hopes and pastoral concerns. The next stage was the Eucharistic procession with thousands of faithful, among whom, as usual, were many sick people. Before the most Blessed Sacrament, our spiritual communion with Mary was made even more intense and profound because she gives us eyes and hearts capable of contemplating her Divine Son in the Holy Eucharist... Monday, Sept. 15, liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows, was dedicated especially to the sick... With the sick and with those taking care of them, I meditated on the tears Mary shed under the cross, and on her smile that illuminates Easter morning.”

The Holy Father then concluded his address by inviting the faithful to praise the Lord, “because Mary, by appearing to St. Bernadette, has opened to the world a privileged place to find divine love that heals and saves. In Lourdes, the Holy Virgin invites all to regard earth as a place of pilgrimage toward our final homeland, which is heaven. In reality, we are all pilgrims, we need Mary to guide us; and in Lourdes, her smile invites us to go forward with great confidence in the awareness that God is good, God is love.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2008)
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18 September 2008 – Audience with participants at Pave the Way Foundation Symposium 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses participants in a Symposium promoted by the Pave the Way Foundation: “your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On September 18, at the Apostolic Palace in Castel Gandolfo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with participants in a Symposium promoted by the Pave the Way Foundation, which has brought together renowned scholars in honor of the 50th anniversary of the death of Servant of God Pius XII (which took place October 9, 1958), in order to reflect on his accomplishments during the difficult time surrounding the Second World War. 

“Thanks to the vast quantity of documented material which you have gathered, supported by many authoritative testimonies, your symposium offers to the public forum the possibility of knowing more fully what Pius XII achieved for the Jews persecuted by the Nazi and fascist regimes. One understands, then, that wherever possible he spared no effort in intervening in their favor either directly or through instructions given to other individuals or to institutions of the Catholic Church. In the proceedings of your convention you have also drawn attention to his many interventions, made secretly and silently, precisely because, given the concrete situation of that difficult historical moment, only in this way was it possible to avoid the worst and save the greatest number of Jews.”

The Holy Father also recalled that “much has been written and said” of Pius XII in these past 5 decades since his death, “not all of the genuine facets of his diverse pastoral activity have been examined in a just light.” The aim of the symposium has been “to address some of these deficiencies, conducting a careful and documented examination of many of his interventions, especially those in favor of the Jews who in those years were being targeted all over Europe, in accordance with the criminal plan of those who wanted to eliminate them from the face of the earth. When one draws close to this noble Pope, free from ideological prejudices, in addition to being struck by his lofty spiritual and human character one is also captivated by the example of his life and the extraordinary richness of his teaching. One can also come to appreciate the human wisdom and pastoral intensity which guided him in his long years of ministry, especially in providing organized assistance to the Jewish people.”

In concluding his address, the Holy Father mentioned the recognition that has been shown by the Jewish community and individuals, “who showed their gratitude for what the Pope had done for them” during the war. Benedict XVI then expressed his hope that this year, in which we recall the 50th anniversary of the death of Pope Pius XII, “will provide the opportunity to promote in-depth studies of various aspects of his life and his works in order to come to know the historical truth, overcoming every remaining prejudice.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/9/2008)
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20 September 2008 – Audience with Bishops participating in Seminar conducted by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples 

VATICAN - Pope addresses Bishops participating in the Seminar conducted by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples: “As successors of the Apostles, you continue the mission of Saint Paul in bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles. May you be inspired by him in understanding your vocation, strictly relying on the light of the Spirit of Christ.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Saint Paul “is our teacher and we should learn from him how to gaze with sympathy upon the people to whom we are sent. We can also learn from him how to go to Christ to find the light and grace to announce the Good News today; following his example, we should make an effort to work tirelessly on the human and geographic plains of today’s world, bringing Christ to all those who have already opened their hearts to Him and all those who still do not know Him.” This was what the Holy Father Benedict XVI told the 104 recently appointed Bishops whom he received in an audience at the Apostolic Palace in Castel Gandolfo on Saturday, September 20, at the close of their Seminar sponsored by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples (see Fides 10/9/2008).

After mentioning the fact that the Seminar had taken place in the Year of Saint Paul, which is being celebrated by the entire Church, “with the purpose of growing in our understanding of the missionary spirit and charismatic personality of Saint Paul,” Benedict XVI addressed the new Bishops with these words: “Your life as Pastors, in many ways, is similar to that of the Apostle Paul. Oftentimes, your field of pastoral labor is extremely vast, as well as difficult and complex. Geographically speaking, for the most part your Dioceses are very extensive and oftentimes they lack infrastructures and means of communication. Thus, it makes it difficult for faithful who live far from the center of your diocesan community to gather together. In addition, in your societies as in others, the violent winds of de-Christianization, religious indifference, secularism, and relativization of values beat with ever greater force. And this creates an atmosphere in which it can appear that the armor of preaching, as in the case of Paul in Athens, lacks the strength that is needed. In many regions, Catholics are a minority, oftentimes a very small representation. This means you find yourselves facing up to other religions that have a stronger presence and who are not always favorable to your presence. Thus, there are plenty of occasions in which, as Pastors, you must defend your faithful in the face of persecution and violent attacks. Do not be afraid and do not be discouraged by all these inconveniences, although they are difficult at times, but let yourselves be inspired by Saint Paul, as you are called to suffer much for the same cause.”

Making reference once again to the Apostle, the Pope recalled that “amidst his travels at sea and over land, he was submitted to persecutions, scourging, and even stoning; he faced dangers of traveling, hunger, thirst, frequent fasts, cold and nakedness, and he worked tirelessly, living with utmost concern for all the Churches. He did not flee from the difficulties and suffering, because he was fully aware of the fact that these are part of the daily Cross of the Christian...evangelization and its fruits must pass through the Cross and suffering. It is the suffering that unites us to Christ and to our brothers and reveals the fullness of love, whose source and supreme evidence is in the Cross of Christ Himself.” In his experience of persecutions for the cause of the Gospel, Paul “discovered the riches of Christ’s love and the truth of his mission as Apostle on that road.” The Pope continued by saying that “Paul was a man who was ‘conquered’ by the love of Christ and all of his work and suffering can only be understood from this central point.” 

Lastly, the Holy Father counseled the Bishops with these words: “Do not hesitate to go to this great master of evangelization, to learn from him how to love Christ, how to sacrifice yourselves in service to others, how to identify yourselves with the people in the midst of whom you have been called to preach the Gospel, how to proclaim and bear witness to the presence of the Risen Lord... As successors of the Apostles, you continue the mission of Saint Paul in bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles. May you be inspired by him in understanding your vocation, strictly relying on the light of the Spirit of Christ. He will guide you on the difficult, yet always invigorating, roads of the new evangelization.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2008)
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20 September 2008 – Audience with participants at World Meeting of Benedictine Abbots 

VATICAN - “In many parts of the world, especially in Asia and Africa, there is a great need for vital areas of encounter with the Lord, where through prayer and contemplation people can recuperate serenity and peace with themselves and others,” the Pope tells Benedictine Abbots

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “In a de-sacralized world and at a time marked by a worrisome culture of emptiness and ‘meaninglessness,’ you are called to declare, without compromises, the primacy of God and to make proposals as to new paths of evangelization.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing the participants in the International Congress of Benedictine Abbots, received in an audience at the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo on September 20. The Congress, which is held every four years in Rome, is attended by all the Abbots of the Confederation and the Superiors of the Independent Priories, and a group of Abbesses, in representation of the Communion Internationalis Benedictinarum, as well as representatives from the Orthodox faith. 

In our day, as well, men and women hasten to the monasteries “in search of God and in order to learn how to recognize the signs of Christ’s presence, of His charity, of His Mercy,” the Holy Father said, and thus encouraged the Benedictines not to tire of sharing with all those who turn to them for spiritual support, “the wealth of the Gospel message, which is resumed in the announcement of the love of the merciful Father, ready to embrace every person in Christ.”

Addressing the Abbots and Abbesses, the Pope spoke of the role of the monasteries in the field of cultural and education, which is of such great importance for the younger generations: “it is especially important that the youth be prepared to face their future and confront the many demands of society, with a constant reference to the Gospel message, which is always pertinent, inexhaustible, and life-giving. Therefore, dedicate yourselves with renewed apostolic spirit to the youth, who are the future of the Church and humanity. In order to build a ‘new’ Europe, it is necessary to begin with the new generations, offering them the possibility of entering into close contact with the spiritual wealth of the liturgy, meditation, and lectio divina.”

Then Benedict XVI continued, “In many parts of the world, especially in Asia and Africa, there is a great need for vital areas of encounter with the Lord, where through prayer and contemplation people can recuperate serenity and peace with themselves and others. Therefore, never cease to welcome with an open heart the beseeching of those who, even outside of Europe, express an ardent desire for your presence and your apostolate in order to share in the wealth of the Benedictine spirituality. Let yourselves be guided by the inner desire to serve every person with charity, regardless of their race or religion. With prophetic freedom and wise discernment, you should become important reference points wherever Providence calls you to establish yourselves, being distinguished by your harmonic stability of prayer and work that characterizes your lifestyle.”

The Holy Father also recommended stability in the “acclaimed Benedictine hospitality”: “the community’s heart should be open, but the times and manners of accommodating visitors should be well-proportioned...A community capable of authentic fraternal life, fervent in liturgical prayer, study, and work, in the cordial openness to their neighbor who thirsts for God, is the best means to cultivate, especially in the youth, the vocation to monastic life and, in general, a fruitful journey of faith.”

Before concluding, Benedict XVI spoke to the Benedictine nuns and sisters present, encouraging them even in the face of a vocations shortage: “respond to these painful situations with serenity and with the awareness that each of us is called to succeed, as well as to proceed in effort and fidelity. What should be absolutely avoided is any weakening of one’s spiritual union with the Lord, the vocation, and the mission. Faithfully persevering in your own vocations you bear witness with great effectiveness, also before the world, to your firm faith in the Lord of history, in Whose hands are the times and destinies of individuals, institutions and peoples, and to Him we entrust all that concerns the works of His gifts.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2008)
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21 September 2008 – Albano Cathedral: Celebration of Mass with dedication of new Altar 

VATICAN - The Pope presides the Dedication of the Altar at the Cathedral of Albano: “May this altar upon which the sacrifice of the Lord will soon be renewed be for you, dear brothers and sisters, be a constant invitation to love.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning, on Sunday, September 21, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to Albano for the celebration of the Mass and Dedication of the Altar inside the Cathedral, which has recently had the area surrounding the altar reconstructed. Reflecting on the First Reading from the Mass, on the purification of the Temple and the dedication of the new altar for the holocaust, a cause for joy, Benedict XVI affirmed that: “. But how much greater, dear brothers and sisters, must our joy be, knowing that every day on this altar, that we are preparing to consecrate, the sacrifice of Christ is offered; on this altar he will continue to immolate himself, in the sacrament of the Eucharist, for our salvation and that of the whole world. In the Eucharistic mystery, that is renewed on every altar, Jesus is really present. His is a dynamic presence, which seizes us in to make us his, to assimilate us to him; He draws us with the power of his love, bringing us out of ourselves to unite us with him, making us one with him.”

Continuing with his homily, the Pope mentioned that “Christ's real presence makes each of us his ‘house,’ and we all together form his Church, the spiritual edifice of which St. Peter speaks... It is therefore the love of Christ, the charity that ‘never ends’ (1 Corinthians 13:8), the spiritual energy that unites those who participate in the same sacrifice and who nourish themselves from the same Bread broken for the salvation of the world. Is it indeed possible to be in communion with the Lord if we are not in communion with each other? How can we present ourselves divided and far from each other at God's altar? May this altar upon which the sacrifice of the Lord will soon be renewed be for you, dear brothers and sisters, be a constant invitation to love; always draw near to it with a heart open to the love of Christ and to spreading it, to receiving and bestowing forgiveness.”

The Gospel passage that was proclaimed in the Mass (cf. Mt. 5:23-24) offers a pressing call to fraternal reconciliation, “a reconciliation that is indispensable if we are to present our offering worthily at the altar; it is a reminder that takes up again a teaching that is already quite present in the preaching of the prophets,” the Pope said. “Every time that you come to the altar for the Eucharistic celebration your soul opens to forgiveness and fraternal reconciliation, ready to accept the apologies of those who have hurt you and ready, in turn, to forgive.”

In the Second Reading, from the Book of Revelation, Saint John presents an account of the heavenly liturgy, and thus for us, “The altar of sacrifice becomes in a certain way the point of encounter between heaven and earth; the center, we could say, of the one Church that is at the same time heavenly and in pilgrimage on earth, where, in the midst of the persecutions of the world and God's consolations, the Lord's disciples proclaim his passion and death until he returns in glory.”

Mentioning the beauty of the Cathedral, reconstructed and restored, the Pope made reference to the importance of the fact that the entire diocesan community grow “in charity and in apostolic and missionary dedication.” Benedict XVI continued, saying: “It is also a matter of cultivating ecclesial communion that is, first of all, a gift, a grace, fruit of God's free and gratuitous love, that is, something divinely efficacious, always present and working in history, beyond all contrary appearances. Ecclesial communion is, however, also a task entrusted to the care of each individual. May the Lord grant you to live an evermore convinced and active communion, in cooperation and co-responsibility at every level: among the priests, the consecrated, and the laity, among the different Christian communities of your region, among the various lay groups.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2008)
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21 September 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - “Working for the Lord is already recompense on this earth,” says Benedict XVI at the Angelus; appeal for Caribbean countries and that the next UN meeting apply the necessary measures to eliminate poverty, hunger, lack of education, and pandemics

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Before reciting the Angelus with the faithful gathered in the interior courtyard of the Apostolic Palace at Castel Gandolfo, on Sunday September 21, the Holy Father Benedict XVI commented on the Gospel reading for the Mass of the day, where Jesus tells “parable of the owner of the vineyard, who at different hours of the day calls laborers to come work in his vineyard. And in the evening he gives to all of them the same wage, one denarius, provoking the protest of the laborers who had been there from the first hour.” “It is clear that that denarius represents eternal life, a gift that God reserves for everyone... The first message of this parable is in the fact itself that the owner does not tolerate, so to speak, unemployment: He wants everyone to work in his vineyard. And in reality, being called itself is already the first recompense: Being able to work in the Lord's vineyard, putting yourself at his service, cooperating in his project, constitutes in itself an inestimable reward, which repays all toil. But this is understood only by those who love the Lord and his Kingdom. Those who, instead, work solely for the pay will never recognize the value of this priceless treasure.”

Saint Matthew, the apostle and evangelist who gives the account of this parable, has himself lived this same experience, the Holy Father said. “In fact, before Jesus called him, Matthew was employed as a publican and for this reason was considered a public sinner by the Jews and was excluded from ‘the Lord's vineyard.’ But everything changes when Jesus, walking by the customs house, looks at him and says ‘Follow me.’ Matthew got up and followed him. From publican he immediately became a disciple of Christ. From being ‘last’ he finds himself as ‘first,’ thanks to the logic of God, which -- for our good fortune! -- is different from the world's logic.” Benedict XVI then mentioned Saint Paul, who “experienced the joy of feeling himself called by the Lord and working in his vineyard. And how much work he did! But, as he himself confessed, it was God's grace that worked through him, that grace that transformed him from a persecutor of the Church into an apostle of the Gentiles...Paul understood well that working for the Lord is already recompense on this earth.”

After the Angelus, the Holy Father made appeals for two causes, saying: “In recent weeks Caribbean countries -- Haiti, Cuba and the Dominican Republic in particular -- and the southern United States, especially Texas, have been hit hard by hurricanes. I would again like to assure all of those dear people that I am remembering them in my prayers. I hope that help will soon arrive in the areas that have suffered the most damage. The Lord desires that, at least in these circumstances, solidarity and fraternity prevail above all else.” Benedict XVI then recalled that on September 25, there will be a high level meeting, in the context of the 63rd General Assembly of the United Nations, to verify the accomplishment of the objectives established by the "Millennium Declaration" of Sept. 8, 2000. The Holy Father continued: “On the occasion of this important gathering, in which the leaders of all the countries of the world will be together, I would like to renew the invitation to take up and apply with courage the necessary measures to eliminate extreme poverty, hunger and lack of education and the scourge of the pandemics that harm the most vulnerable above all. Such a commitment, while demanding sacrifices in these moments of worldwide economic difficulties, will not be without important benefits for the development of nations who are in need of help and for the peace and well-being of the entire planet.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2008)
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22 September 2008 – Audience with Bishops participating in Course organized by the Congregations for Bishops and for Eastern Catholic Churches
VATICAN - “The Bishop should meditate on the Word everyday in prayer, in order to become its efficient promoter in proclaiming it, authentic doctor in living and defending it, and enlightened and wise teacher in communicating it,” the pope tells the Bishops participating in the Course organized by the Congregation for Bishops and the Congregation for Eastern Churches

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “The first spiritual and apostolic commitment of the Bishop should be that of progressing on the way of evangelical perfection. Among the means he has to help him in making progress in the spiritual life, first and foremost is the Word of God, which should play an indisputable role as the center of the life and mission of the Bishop. I exhort you, therefore, dear Bishops, to trust each day in the word of God, so as to be teachers of the faith and authentic educators of your faithful.” These were the Holy Father Benedict XVI’s words in addressing the recently appointed Bishops who were received in an audience in Castel Gandolfo on September 22, following their completion of a course promoted by the Congregation for Bishops and the Congregation for Eastern Churches. 

The Pope explained that “in order to respond to the great challenge of secularism characteristic of modern society,” the Bishop should meditate on the Word everyday in prayer, in order to become its efficient promoter in proclaiming it, authentic doctor in living and defending it, and enlightened and wise teacher in communicating it.”

At the beginning of his address, Pope Benedict XVI mentioned two important events in the Church: the Year of Saint Paul and the 12th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God, which will begin on October 5, as both can help shed light on several aspects of the spirituality and mission of a Bishop. The Pope pointed out that from Saint Paul, “a model and teacher for Bishops,” we can learn “above all, a great love for Jesus Christ...the love of Paul for Christ amazes us because of its intensity...the example of the great Apostle calls us, as Bishops, to grow each day in holiness of life so as to have the same sentiments as Christ.”

The Pope continued, saying: “For the bishop, the road of perfection must take its inspiration from the characteristic traits of the Good Shepherd, that on his face and in his actions the faithful might learn the human and Christian virtues that must distinguish the bishop. Progressing along the path of holiness, may you express that indispensable authority and prudent wisdom expected of one placed at the head of God's family. This authority is ever more necessary today. Your ministry will only be pastorally fruitful if it relies upon your holiness of life.” 

In concluding his address, the Pope mentioned that the Bishops should never cease to dedicate their lives to “their flock’s progress on the way of holiness and truth.” The Holy Father especially asked the Bishops to care for the priests and the youth: “Take special care of the priests in all their needs. Spare no effort in placing in action all the initiatives...Try to promote a true fraternal spirit among the priests, which can help overcome isolation and solitude, encouraging close support. It is important that all priests sense the paternal closeness and friendship of the Bishop...Encourage and guide the youth...there are many young people who are enthusiastic about the Gospel and willing to commit their lives in the Church. There is a need for priests and educators to know how to transmit to the future generations an enthusiasm for the gift of life, love for Jesus Christ and for the Church...Do not cease to propose to the youth the decision to give themselves entirely to Christ in the priesthood or religious life. Spread awareness among families, parishes, educational institutions, so that they may help the future generations to seek and find God’s plan in their life.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2008)

links
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24 September 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience focuses on Saint Paul in his catechesis: “Our faith is not born from a myth or an idea, but from an encounter with the Risen One, in the life of the Church.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI, arriving from his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, met with pilgrims and faithful yesterday in Saint Peter’s Square, for the General Audience. In his catechesis, the Pope continued his reflections on Saint Paul, as we celebrate the Year of St. Paul, focusing mainly on his relationship with the Apostles. The Holy Father explained that “these relationships were always marked by profound respect and by the frankness that in Paul stemmed from the defense of the truth of the Gospel. Although he was practically a contemporary of Jesus of Nazareth, he never had the opportunity to meet him during his public life. Because of this, after the dazzling light on the road to Damascus, he saw the need to consult the first disciples of the Master, who had been chosen by [Christ] to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth.” 

Benedict XVI then mentioned how Paul himself, in the Letter to the Galatians, “Paul elaborates an important report on the contacts maintained with some of the Twelve,” above all with Peter, then James and John, who Paul sees as the “pillars” of the Church. As to the information that Paul received on Jesus in the three years following his encounter with Him on the road to Damascus, the Holy Father highlighted the fact that Paul insists “on fidelity to what he himself has received and transmits faithfully to the new Christians. They are constitutive elements and concern the Eucharist and the Resurrection... the words of Jesus in the Last Supper really are for Paul the center of the life of the Church. The Church is built from this center, being in this way herself. In addition to this Eucharistic center, from which the Church is always reborn -- also for all Paul's theology, for all his thought -- these words have a notable impact on Paul's personal relationship with Jesus. On one hand, they attest that the Eucharist illumines the curse of the cross, changing it into a blessing , and on the other, they explain the breadth of the very death and resurrection of Jesus.” In the other text of the Resurrection (1 Cor 15:3-5) as well, Paul “underlines the gift that Jesus has made of himself to the Father, to deliver us from sin and death. From this gift of himself, Paul draws the most moving and fascinating expressions of our relationship with Christ.”

The Pope later mentioned that in the original transmission by word of mouth, the term “has risen” instead of “rose” (which would have been more logical), to emphasize the fact “that Christ's resurrection affects up to the present the existence of believers: We can translate it as ‘has risen and continues to be alive’ in the Eucharist and in the Church.”

The enumeration of the Risen One's apparitions to Cephas, to the Twelve, to more than 500 brethren, and to James closes with the reference to the personal apparition received by Paul on the road to Damascus: “Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me” (1 Corinthians 15:8). The Pope explained that “because he had persecuted the Church of God, he expresses in this confession his unworthiness to be considered an apostle, at the same level as those who preceded him: but God's grace has not been in vain in him. Hence, the boastful affirmation of divine grace unites Paul with the first witnesses of Christ's resurrection. ‘Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you have believed’ (1 Corinthians 15:11). The identity and unity of the proclamation of the Gospel is important: both they and I preach the same faith, the same Gospel of Jesus Christ dead and risen who gives himself in the most holy Eucharist.”

In concluding his catechesis, the Holy Father focused on the importance that Paul gives to the living Tradition of the Church, which she transmits to her communities, “demonstrates how mistaken is the view of those who attribute to Paul the invention of Christianity: Before proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, he encountered him on the road to Damascus, and met him in the Church, observing his life in the Twelve, and in those who had followed him on the roads of Galilee... The more we try to follow in the footsteps of Jesus of Nazareth on the roads of Galilee, so much the more will we understand that he has taken charge of our humanity, sharing in everything except sin. Our faith is not born from a myth or an idea, but from an encounter with the Risen One, in the life of the Church.”

At the end of the audience, in greeting the Italian-speaking pilgrims present, the Pope gave a special salutation to the youth from the “Rondine-Cittadella della Pace” Association of Arezzo, among whom were various youth from the Caucasus region. He told them: “Dear friends, it is my hope that your meeting may contribute to affirming a culture of peaceful coexistence among peoples and to promoting understanding and reconciliation.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2008)

links
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25 September 2008 – Audience to participants at a Congress organised by the Italian Bishops' Centro Studi per la Scuola Cattolica 
VATICAN - “It is in the context of the renewal wished for by all people who have the good of the young and the country to heart that we must favor real equality between State schools and private schools, so as to grant parents appropriate liberty of choice on the schools their children attend”: the Pope addresses participants in the Congress promoted by the Study Center for Catholic Schools

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI expressed “the gratitude of the Church for the wonderful service that the Catholic school performs in evangelizing the youth and the world of culture” in an audience with participants in seminar has been promoted by the Italian Bishops’ Conference's Study Center for Catholic Schools (CSSC) in Castel Gandolfo, on September 25.

“The mission of the Catholic school has been indicated by my predecessors in many of their speeches, as well as in important documents of the Italian Bishops,” the Pope said in his address, later pointing out that “in order to be selected and appreciated, Catholic schools must be understood in their educational aims. It is necessary to have a full awareness not only of its ecclesial identity and cultural endeavor, but also of its civil significance, which should be considered not as a defense of special interests but as a precious contribution to creating the common good of all Italian society.” 

Benedict XVI praised the “truly valuable service to the Church and Italian society” that the Study Center has been able to carry out in these first 10 years of existence, thanks to the valuable collaboration established between the CEI and its offices with the Federations and Associations of Catholic schools, with the Education Department at the Pontifical Salesian University, the Minister for Public Education, the Technical-Scientific Committee which includes “Sacro Cuore” Catholic University and the LUMSA, and all others who collaborate in their activity. Thanks to their careful monitoring of the situation of Catholic schools in Italy, dedicating particular attention to the question of parity and reform, the Pope said that “it has been noted that attendance in Catholic schools in some regions of Italy has grown with respect to the preceding decade, although serious - and sometimes even critical - situations persist. It is precisely in the context of the renewal wished for by all people who have the good of the young and the country to heart that we must favor real equality between State schools and private schools, so as to grant parents appropriate liberty of choice on the schools their children attend.” 

At the end of his address, the Pope encouraged the Study Center to continue its service with renewed enthusiasm, focusing their commitment in the 5 areas already enumerated: “establishing a culture that appreciates the pedagogy of the Catholic school in order to provide Christian education; the monitoring of the quality and accumulation of facts on the situation of the Catholic school; the beginning of the new investigations for determining the educational, cultural, and organizational emergencies relevant today; the establishment of a culture of equality not always valued, or at least often marked by mistaken interpretations; the growth of the collaboration with the Federation/Associations of Catholic Schools in terms of reciprocal competency and goals.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2008)

links

 Complete text of the Holy Father’s address, in Italian

www.evangelizatio.org
26 September 2008 – Meeting with participants at  World Meeting of the Retrouvaille Movement
VATICAN - In response to the modern-day crisis of separations and divorce, “I see you as guardians of a greater hope for the couples who have lost it”: the Holy Father addresses the International Meeting of the "Retrouvaille" Association

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On September 26, in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with participants in an international meeting of the "Retrouvaille" Association, which has been working over 30 years to help married couples in crisis through the committed efforts of other couples and priests. 

“I have been impressed, dear friends, by your experience that leads you to come in contact with families marked by marital crises,” the Pope said in his address. “Certainly in our day, one of the greatest emergencies we see is that of the separations and divorces...You are not professionals, you are married people who in many cases have experienced the same difficulties yourselves, and you have overcome them with the grace of God and the support of Retrouvaille, experiencing in your turn the desire and joy of placing your experience at the service of others. Among you are a number of priests who accompany the married people on their journey, offering them the Word and the Bread of Life.”

The Holy Father then mentioned the fact that the marital crisis, when it is serious and grave, has two faces. On the one hand, there is the negative face, which makes it appear to be a failure, a sign that the dream is over or that it has become a nightmare, and therefore, “there’s nothing more to do.” “But there is another face, one we are often unaware of, but that God sees,” the Pope continued. “In fact, as nature shows us, each crisis is a passage to a new phase of life. Although in animals this occurs in an automatic manner, in man it implies the use of freedom, will, and therefore, a ‘hope that is greater’ than despair.” If in the darkest moments, spouses have lost hope, it is then that the need arises for other persons who, “with utmost respect, but also with the sincere will to do good, are ready to share some of their own hope with those who have lost it.” Addressing the participants in the "Retrouvaille" Association, the Pope affirmed: “Thus, in the moment of the break-up, you become a positive reference for the couples, in which they can trust in face of despair. In fact, when the relationship degenerates, spouses fall into loneliness, both individually and as a couple. They lose the horizon of communion with God, with others and with the Church. It is then that your meetings offer a 'handhold' so as not to lose the way altogether and gradually to climb back up the slope. I see you as guardians of a greater hope for the couples who have lost it.”

Although the crisis between married persons can be considered a “way to grow,” we should never forget that every Christian marriage “even the most unstable and wavering one,” can find in humility the courage to ask the Lord’s help, Benedict XVI said. “When married couples in difficulties or - as your experience shows - already separated, entrust themselves to Mary and turn to Him Who made them 'a single flesh', they can be certain that the crisis will - with the help of the Lord - become a way to grow, and that love will be purified, matured and reinforced. Only God can do this... It is He who can revive the flame and make it burn again, not, of course, as when falling in love, but in a different way, more intense and profound."

Concluding his address, the Pope assured them of his prayer for all those affiliated with their Association, with the hope that their work may not “become mere activity, but always be a testimony of God’s love.” He continued, saying: “Yours is a 'counter-cultural' service. Today, in fact, when a couple goes into crisis, many people are to be found who advise them to separate. Divorce is even easily proposed to people married in the name of the Lord, forgetting that man cannot separate what God has brought together. In order to achieve your mission, you need to nourish your spiritual life continually, to put love into what you do so that contact with difficult situations does not cause your hope to run dry or be reduced to a mere formula.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2008)
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27 September 2008 – Audience with participants at a meeting sponsored by the Youth Tourism Center (CTG) and the International Office of Social Tourism (BITS)
VATICAN - “The responsible management of creation is part of a healthy economy and supports tourism. On the contrary, the inappropriate use of nature and the abuse inflicted on the culture of the local people has damaging affects on the tourism industry as well.” The Pope speaks on the World Day of Tourism

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “Experience shows that the responsible management of creation is part of a healthy economy and supports tourism. On the contrary, the inappropriate use of nature and the abuse inflicted on the culture of the local people has damaging affects on the tourism industry as well. Learning to respect the environment, in turn helps in learning to respect others and oneself.” This was the advice offered by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the audience held on September 27 in which he addressed participants in a meeting sponsored by the Youth Tourism Center (CTG) and the International Office of Social Tourism (BITS), in honor of the World Day of Tourism.

Making reference to the theme chosen for the Day this year – “Responding to the Challenge of Climate Change” – the Pope explained that it “implies an issue of great relevance, which has implications for the tourism sector, in light of the state of the planet and the well-being of mankind.” He said that mankind must work to protect creation’s resources, as they are “an immense gift of God to mankind.” He also mentioned the importance of working against an indiscriminate use of the earth’s goods. “Without adequate ethical and moral limits,” the Pope emphasized, “human behavior can even become a threat and a challenge...And therefore it is necessary, especially in the area of tourism, great beneficiary of nature, that all work towards a stable management of our habitat, of what is our common house and which will be for those who come after us. Environmental abuse can be stopped, only by the establishment of an adequate behavioral culture, which implies more sober lifestyles.” 

The Pope then explained that the Church shares in “the commitment to establishing a so-called ‘social tourism,’ that promotes the participation of the most vulnerable classes and that can become an instrument in the fight against poverty and insecurity, offering employment, protecting resources, and promoting equality,” and he made a special appeal to the youth, with the hope that they may become “supporters and advocates of modes of comportment that promote an appreciation of nature and its defense, in a correct ecological perspective.” Addressing the future generations, Benedict XVI entrusted them with the establishment of “a healthy and solid tourism, one that forbids consumerism and the wasting of the earth’s resources, so as to leave room for works of solidarity and friendship, awareness and understanding. In this manner, tourism can become a privileged instrument of education in pacific cohabitation of the planet.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2008)
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28 September 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - “Jesus emphasizes his predilection for sinners who convert, and he teaches us that humility is essential for welcoming the gift of salvation,” says Benedict XVI in his Angelus address, remembering Pope John Paul I and encouraging all to “cultivate this same humility he had.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In his last Angelus address at the Apostolic Palace in Castel Gandolfo, on September 28, before returning to the Vatican, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on humility, meditating on the readings from the Sunday liturgy: the Gospel passage of the two sons sent by their father to work in the vineyard and the passage from Saint Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. The Pope said: “With this parable Jesus emphasizes his predilection for sinners who convert, and he teaches us that humility is essential for welcoming the gift of salvation. St. Paul, too, in the passage from the Letter to the Philippians that we meditate on today, calls for humility... These are Christ’s own sentiments, he who laid aside divine glory for love of us, became man and lowered himself even to dying on the cross.”

“Reflecting on these biblical texts, I immediately thought of Pope John Paul I, the 30th anniversary of whose death is today. He chose Charles Borromeo’s motto as his own episcopal motto: ‘Humilitas’: a single word that synthesizes what is essential in Christian life and indicates the indispensable virtue of those who are called to the service of authority in the Church... Because of this virtue of his, 33 days were enough for Pope Luciani to enter into the hearts of the people.” The Holy Father then recalled how Pope Luciani had, in his addresses, used examples taken from concrete life, from his memories of family life and from popular wisdom. His simplicity was a vehicle of a solid and rich teaching that, thanks to the gift of an exceptional memory and great culture, he adorned with numerous references to ecclesiastical and secular writers. He was thus an incomparable catechist... As we thank God for having given him to the Church and to the world, let us treasure his example, exerting ourselves to cultivate his humility, which made him capable of talking to everyone, especially the little and so-called distant.”

After reciting the Angelus, the Pope greeted and thanked the community of Castel Gandolfo, announcing his return to the Vatican, and recalling his various apostolic journeys of the summer. Addressing the various groups present, the Pope expressed his particular gratitude to the volunteers from the Focolare Movement who had come from several different countries, and he encouraged them to “always bear witness to the transforming power of the Gospel.” The Holy Father also expressed his “best wishes” to the Society of St. Vincent De Paul, in their campaign to prevent the poverty of illiteracy. The Pope concluded his address with these words: “I wish everyone a good month of October, month of the Holy Rosary, during which, if it pleases God, I will go on pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady at Pompei on Sunday, Oct. 19.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2008)
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VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of St Paul

“ St Paul gave himself to the Gospel with his entire existence; we could say 24 hours a day! And he exercised his ministry with faithfulness and joy, "that I might by all means save some" (1 Cor 9: 22). And with regard to the Church, even knowing that he had a relationship of fatherhood with her (cf. 1 Cor 4: 15), if not actually of motherhood (cf. Gal 4: 19), he adopted an attitude of complete service, declaring admirably: "Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for your joy" (2 Cor 1: 24). This remains the mission of all Christ's apostles in all times: to be his fellow workers in true joy. ”. (General Audience 10 September 2008) 
Christianity

“ We are only Christians if we encounter Christ. Of course, he does not show himself to us [...]as he did to Paul to make him the Apostle to all peoples. But we too can [...]touch Christ's Heart and feel him touching ours. [...] E And in this way our reason opens, all Christ's wisdom opens as do all the riches of truth. ” (General Audience 3 September 2008 ). 

Ecumenism

“ The goal of ecumenical and interreligious dialogue, which naturally differ in their respective nature and finality, is to seek and deepen a knowledge of the Truth. ” (Apostolic Visit to France on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions in Lourdes – Meeting with French Bishops at the Hémicycle Sainte-Bernadette,14 September 2008)

Education Emergency

“ There is [...] an educational emergency, which in order to be faced requires parents and teachers capable of sharing all the goodness and truth that they have experienced deeply first-hand. It requires young people who are open to their internal lives, curious to learn and to bring everything back to the fundamental needs and yearnings of the heart. You are truly free - in other words, impassioned for the truth.” (Meeting with Young people in Piazza Yenne, Cagliari, 7 September 2008).

Family (1)

“ Dear youth, recover the value of the family. Love it, not only as a tradition, but as a mature and conscious choice. Love the family in which you were born and prepare yourselves to love also those that with God's help you yourselves will make. I say "prepare yourselves", because real love does not happen suddenly. Beyond sentiment, love is made of responsibility, constancy and a sense of duty.” (Meeting with young people in Piazza Yenne,  Cagliari,  7 September 2008).
Family (2)

“ Christians know that the family is also the living cell of the Church. The more the family is steeped in the spirit and values of the Gospel, the more the Church herself will be enriched by them and the better she will fulfil her vocation. ”. (Apostolic Visit to France on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions in Lourdes – Meeting with French Bishops at the Hémicycle Sainte-Bernadette,14 September 2008 )

Seminary Formation

“..in these years, each activity and initiative must dispose you to administer the charity of Christ the Good Shepherd. To him you are called to be tomorrow's ministers and witnesses: ministers of his grace and witnesses of his love. Next to study and pastoral and apostolic experience from which you can draw, do not forget, however, to put the constant quest for intimate communion with Christ in the first place. Here, only here, rests the secret of your true apostolic success.” (Meeting with priests, seminarians, and the community of the Pontifical Faculty of Theology of Sardinia, in Cagliari Cathedral  7 September 2008 ).

The Motherhood of the B. V. M.

“ Mary's being is totally relative to Christ and in particular to his Incarnation. "Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ" (Mt 1: 16). [...]we do not read "begot" but instead: "Mary, of whom Jesus was born who is called Christ". Precisely in this we perceive the beauty of the plan of God who, respecting the human being, makes him fertile from within, causing the most beautiful fruit of his creative and redeeming work to develop in the humble Virgin of Nazareth.” (Mass in front of the Shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria, 7 September 2008).

Matrimony

“ When a husband and wife in difficulty or [...]even already separated entrust themselves to Mary and turn to the One who made "one flesh" of two, they can be certain that, with the Lord's help, this crisis will become a passage of growth and that love will emerge from it purified, matured and strengthened. God alone can do this. He wants his disciples to serve as effective collaborators,” (Audience with participants at World Meeting of the Retrouvaille Movement, 26 September 2008).
Mission

“ To us who are not the light, Christ can now say: “You are the light of the world” (Mt 5:14), entrusting us with the responsibility to cause the light of charity to shine. [...]To live Christian love, means at the same time to introduce God’s light into the world and to point out its true source. ”. (Apostolic Visit to France on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions in Lourdes – Discourse in Lourdes at the end of torchlight procession, 13 September 2008 )
Rosary

“ When we pray it, Mary offers us her heart and her gaze in order to contemplate the life of her Son, Jesus Christ.. […]As with all the events in the life of Christ, “which she preserved and pondered in her heart” (Lk 2:19), Mary helps us to understand all the stages in his public ministry as integral to the revelation of God’s glory. ”( Apostolic Visit to France on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions in Lourdes – Discourse in Lourdes at the end of torchlight procession, 13 September 2008).

Vocation 

“ Actually, being called is already the first reward: to be able to work in the Lord's vineyard, to put oneself at his service, to collaborate in his work, is in itself a priceless recompense that repays every effort. Yet only those who love the Lord and his Kingdom understand this: those who instead work only for the pay will never realize the value of this inestimable treasure. ” (Angelus del 21 September 2008 ).

QUAESTIONES

Year of St. Paul – AFRICA/NIGERIA - “The Jubilee Year of St. Paul is a year of renewal on the mission of the Church,” say the Bishops, praising the improvements of the country’s social conditions, although there is still work left to be done.
Abuja (Agenzia Fides) – “We commend the one year in office of President Umaru Musa Yar’ Adua. We note an increase in peace and tranquility, religious coexistence, fairness and the rule of law.” These were the words of the Nigerian Bishops, as they express their satisfaction and encouragement for the improvements of the country’s social conditions. At the close of the Plenary Assembly that took place in Jos, September 8-13, the Nigerian Bishops’ Conference published a statement entitled, “Towards a spiritual and social transformation,” a copy of which was sent to Agenzia Fides. 

The Bishops encourage all Nigerians to make their contribution to the progress and improvement of the nation. The Bishops’ Conference expresses their willingness to collaborate in solving the Niger Delta crisis: “We commend the Niger-Delta Development Council (NDDC) - Church consultations through which government agencies of the Niger-Delta region collaborate with Christian leaders in solving problems in the region and charting the way forward. As partners in social progress and following Christ, the Sun of Justice and Prince of Peace, the Church continues to offer her prayers, wisdom and charitable works for the welfare of the suffering and needy.” 

However, the Bishops also note that there are still serious problems left to resolve: “Despite huge capital investments in the power sector, incessant power failure is still the lot of Nigerians, creating an atmosphere of despair. Insecurity, characterized by spates of armed robbery, kidnapping and killings, adds to this sense of hopelessness. Corruption still remains unabated. The consideration of merit in admission into institutions of learning, employment and promotion, has been thrown to the wind. Nepotism and mediocrity seem to have been elevated to an art.” The loss of a large number of lives from a petroleum fire disaster, “illustrates the volatile nature of the nation’s social life. Government should do more to prevent all man-made disasters. Pipelines should not be carelessly exposed but buried deep.”

As regards the Church, the Nigerian Bishops’ Conference expresses its gratitude to the Holy Father for the appointment of Msgr Jude Thaddeus Okolo, a priest of Nnewi Diocese as Nuncio to Chad and the Central African Republic. The Bishops pointed out that, “the Jubilee Year of St. Paul (June 2008 – June 2009) is a year of renewal on the mission of the Church, especially as an agent of truth, justice, development and peace. All the clergy, religious and lay members of Christ’s faithful in Nigeria are called upon to imitate the zeal and follow the footsteps of St. Paul in preaching the Good News in season and out of season.” As to the preparatory document for the Synod of Bishops in October, on the Word of God in the life and mission of the Church, the Bishops invite the clergy, religious, and faithful to use the Lectio Divina “as an effective pastoral instrument and a valuable tool in the Church in the education and pastoral formation.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
Year of St. Paul – ASIA/CHINA - In his Pastoral Letter for the Year of St. Paul, the Bishop of Shang Hai encourage the faithful to deepen in their knowledge of Saint Paul, imitating his missionary zeal

Shang Hai (Agenzia Fides) – In the Pastoral Letter on the Year of St. Paul, written by Bishop Jin Lu Xian of Shang Hai (92 years of age) and dated this past August 30, also his 70th anniversary as a Jesuit, the Bishop invites the faithful to deepen in their knowledge of Saint Paul, imitating his missionary zeal. The Pauline Year coincides with the 400th anniversary of the evangelization of the Diocese of Shang Hai and thus, the Bishops sees it his pastoral duty to address his faithful on the mission and the Apostle par excellence, in the 15-page letter with 14,680 Chinese characters, divided in 8 parts. As the Bishop writes, “in 1950, our diocese had over 390 churches, but only one was dedicated to Saint Paul. Thus, I see the need to help you in getting to know the Apostle Paul more closely.”

The Bishop presents the figure of Saint Paul in 8 parts: Who is Saint Paul?; the physical aspects of Paul; Paul’s character; chosen by the Lord; the patrimony of Saint Paul; the theological thought of St. Paul; the heart of Pauline thought; Paul and Christ. Bishop Jin also explained the close link between Saint Paul and modern diocesan life. Paul had so many challenges, and yet life in Shang Hai is not much different: “walking down the street, you are overwhelmed by the amount of temptations; you walk in your house, and turning on the television, you are impressed by the violence and the negative content; you go on-line, to the blogs, the video games and you think that there must not be anything better than this”... “We are besieged by our enemies from within and from outside, who make us give in so easily. Thus, those who wish to be conquered by Christ must face many challenges,” just like Paul did. 

Describing this situation, which is in urgent need of evangelization, in the conclusive part of his Letter, Bishop Jin presents three images of Paul: Paul as an older man, Paul as a youth, and Paul as an adult. With the first image of Paul as an elderly man, the Bishop shows his nobility of soul and great missionary spirit in spite of being deprived of freedom. In the image of Paul as a youth, he presents the great love of Paul that has wished to conquer all people for Christ. In Paul as an adult, he shows what is at the center of Paul’s mission: “woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16). Thus, the Bishops asks that all priests and faithful imprint these three images of Paul in their minds and hearts, so as to imitate him all their lives. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2008)
Year of St Paul - ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Saint Paul and the Mission in Korea”: A symposium of the Church in Korea

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – How to bring the charism and missionary spirit of Saint Paul to Korea: this has been at the heart of a recent symposium held by the Church in Korea, in honor of the Year of Saint Paul. The symposium, which was held in Seoul, was organized in cooperation with the Bishops’ Committee for Evangelization and the Catholic Broadcasting Company, which works in mass media.

Bishop Paul Choi Deok-ki, President of the Bishops’ Committee for Evangelization, said: “The measure of the Church’s vitality in is her capacity to evangelize,” encouraging the Church in Korea to participate in this passion for the mission. “In this Year of St. Paul, we need to learn to be missionaries like St. Paul, who was the greatest missionary, moved by an ardent passion for the mission,” he added.

Among the other speeches given at the symposium, there was one by Professor Damian Kim Young-nam, from the Catholic University of Korea, who spoke on the missionary spirit typical of the Apostle, who said: “The soul of the Korean Church is the spirit of martyrdom. The Lord has shed His Grace in abundance upon the Church in Korea, which has been established by Korean martyrs. But, we should never forget the divine grace that has been given us so that we can share it with others.”

Professor Andrea Yoo Hee-seok of the Catholic University of Suwon asked all Korean faithful to recognize their identity as missionaries, being inspired by Saint Paul to spread the Gospel message in Korea.

During the symposium, participants also reflected on the Church’s commitment to living the Year of Saint Paul in an ecumenical tone, working together with other churches, dialoguing, and making greater effort in all areas, especially in charity. The hope is that “the Year of St. Paul is not only an internal celebration of the Church, but that it becomes a celebration of life and truth in all areas of society.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 29/09/2008)
Year of St Paul - AMERICA/NICARAGUA - “Following in Saint Paul’s footsteps, we are all his disciples: we are in mission territory, but we should be a missionary Church willing to go beyond our borders”: Interview with Bishop Pablo Ervin Schmitz Simon, Apostolic Vicar of Bluefields

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Bishop Pablo Ervin Schmitz Simon, Apostolic Vicar of Bluefields (Nicaragua), describes the main characteristics and challenges of his Vicariate in an interview with Agenzia Fides during his time in Rome, participating in the formation seminar organized by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, for Bishops ordained in the last two years. The Vicariate of Bluefields has 60,000 km sq., which is about nearly half of the country of Nicaragua, says Bishop Pablo, as the country has 130,000 km sq. (subtracting two large lakes). The Bishop says that one of the main problems is the lack of roads, which makes travelling difficult. “Many times we have to visit some parishes in a small plane, and for others we use Jeeps. Other times, when we have to go to places in the mountains and administer the sacraments, we have to use mules.” The Prelate explained that it was precisely due to this lack of road systems that he was unable to be ordained a Bishop in his Diocese, as it is only accessible by plane or parachute. He was ordained a Bishop in 1984, in a war-torn Nicaragua, and thus, “it was impossible for the three Bishops who came to reach my Diocese. So, we had to hold the ceremony in a parish situated where the road meets the river.”

“The great challenge we are facing,” he said, “is the lack of priests. For example, we have a priest who is 78 years old who has 112 rural communities in his care and many of them can only be reached by horse or mule. Twice a year he celebrates Mass in these communities. Thus, with this shortage of priests, we must rely many times on extraordinary ministers. There is also a lack of parishes, however for now it is not worth creating more parishes if the number of priests does not grow.”

“When I arrived in Nicaragua, nearly 36 years ago, there were 36 Franciscan missionaries from North America. Now there are only three, excluding two Bishops. The population then was 150,000 inhabitants. Now there are nearly 800,000 inhabitants, 70% of whom are Catholics.” With these increase in population and the lack of priests, the Bishop observes the great dilemma presented by the sects. “In those places where there is no parish established, we always try to have Ministers of the Word. But, in these places, the sects and the Evangelicals and Pentecostals enter, and it is usually in an effort to ruin and defame the Catholic Church.”

In the Apostolic Vicariate, there is a numerous group of the indigenous population that is attended by two priests who work in an area of 300 km. “One of them studied spirituality here in Rome in order to familiarize himself well with Western spirituality and in this way, perform a work of integration with the natural spirituality of the indigenous peoples, which implies maintaining what is compatible and purifying it of whatever is not.”

However, in spite of these difficulties and challenges, the Apostolic Vicariate of Bluefields is hopeful. It has a minor seminary, which is an important step on the road to the major seminary. As the Bishop explains, “we try to have them learn Spanish well, as it is the official language in the major seminary. Many of these boys come from indigenous towns and do not know the language well and later on, find trouble in their studies. Then there are boys that come from rural and rudimentary areas and we have to teach them even the most basic skills and how to live in community.” Right now, the minor seminary of the Vicariate has 37 seminarians, 12 of whom are discerning this year whether to pass on to the major seminary. “There is a lot of hope and we already have 20 young men in the major seminary. Our seminaries in Nicaragua are full. There are over 200 major seminarians in all the dioceses combined.”

As for the Year of Saint Paul, Bishop Schmitz says that the Vicariate is trying to live the Year with intensity, as “being in mission territory makes us feel like close disciples of St. Paul. We have done courses on Saint Paul for the Ministers of the Word, for the catechists.” He also mentions the importance of their awareness as missionary church, ready to be sent beyond their borders in spite of being a Church in the missions. For example, the Vicariate already has a priest who has been working as missionary in the Diocese of Amarillo (Texas) for three years, with Spanish-speaking and English-speaking Mexicans. “There is a great enthusiasm, not only among the priests and religious, but also among the Ministers of the Word, to live this Year of St. Paul, which is so important.”

Lastly, he referred to the importance of the Great Continental Mission which will be officially launched in Nicaragua this December. On this day, all the Bishops will join in doing the missionary sending to all the diocese. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2008)
Family – AMERICA/PERU - On the National Day of the Family, Cardinal Cipriani asks that “legislation may respect human nature, of which the family is a part and that for centuries has been and still is fundamental for the human race.”
Lima (Agenzia Fides) – This Sunday, September 14, Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Cross, Peru celebrated the National Day of the Family, in consistence with the 1982 law (#23465) passed by the Peruvian Government, which called for the celebration on the second Sunday in September. 

With this in mind, Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, Archbishop of Lima, celebrated a Mass in the Cathedral, along with members of the Archdiocesan Commission on the Family, delegations of the groups of Family Ministry and the faithful of the parishes in the Archdiocese. Also present were the leading academic authorities, professors, and students from the Technological University of Peru, celebrating the 10th anniversary of their establishment.

The Archbishop of Lima affirms that “a family that has the Cross at its center will be a strong, stable, and united family.” Their marriage will be indissoluble and will be lasting. He also pointed out that the majority of the problems that lead to infidelity in marriage come from a desire to escape from this light that is the Cross, that mutual self-giving, the daily sacrifice in raising children, that love that can grow to the degree in which we rid ourselves of our selfishness. “A marriage without Cross is destroyed, a family without Cross breaks apart,” he said. 

Cardinal Cipriani asked that the Virgin Mary protect the families and help them to find peace, so that their children can grow up with serenity, tenderness, and affection. “May schools become an area complementary to that of the family, not its adversary. May legislation respect human nature, of which the family is a part, not only in the sacramental aspect, but in its natural dimension in the complimentarity between man and woman...that for centuries has been and still is fundamental for the entire human race,” he added. 

He also recalled what the Cross means for Christians, that is to say, “a moment of love, forgiveness; death that leads to life; making oneself less, so to become more; humility in truth; freedom within moral norms and the dignity of the human person.” “The logic of the Cross does not come naturally to our way of thinking, what the media says, or what the majority believe; it comes from a heart that looks at Christ,” he said.

Lastly, Cardinal Cipriani invited all the faithful to accompany Pope Benedict XVI with their prayers, as he visits Lourdes (France), on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the apparitions of Our Lady.

The Archdiocese of Lima, through its Family Ministry Office, has a Family Commission that is working in favor of the family, as well as the Family Institute (IFA), which depends from the Pontifical and Civil Theological School in Lima. The Family Commission of the Archdiocese seeks to offer orientation, motivation, and promotion of an organized Church effort to help Christian families understand and respond to their mission to form their children well, serve life, be educators in the faith and promote the common good. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
Family – EUROPE/SPAIN - 19th Marian Day for the Family: “Society has the grave responsibility of supporting the family and its foundation, which is the truth about marriage as a lifelong indissoluble union between a man and a woman, rooted in love and open to life.”

Huesca (Agenzia Fides) – Families from all over Spain participated in the 19th Marian Day for the Family, an event held at the Marian Shrine of Torreciudad (Huesca) on September 14. This year, the theme was: “The family, educator in human and Christian values.”

The events began at 12 noon, with the traditional offering of flowers and fruit, presented to Our Lady by the families. After the offering, at 12:30pm, there was an outdoor Mass held, in the explanade of the Shrine, with nearly 15,000 people participating and with Cardinal Antonio Cañizares, Archbishop of Toledo and Primate of Spain, presiding. 

In his homily, Cardinal Cañizares explained that the promotion and defense of the family is the basis of a new culture of love, the center of the new civilization of love. He said that “every person, without any exceptions, is called to promote and uphold the values and demands of the family. It must be supported and defended through the appropriate social means. Society has the grave responsibility of supporting the family and its foundation, which is the truth about marriage as a lifelong indissoluble union between a man and a woman, rooted in love and open to life.”

Using the words of Pope John Paul II, the Cardinal spoke of the family as the center of the new civilization of love and hope for humanity, and insisted on the need to support and defend it, so that it can spread a culture of solidarity and life in society.

After the Mass, the participants listened to a message from Pope Benedict XVI. The Pope, who was in France at the time, sent a message encouraging them to “place their gaze on the Lord’s Mother, to learn from Mary how to live the commitment of fidelity that leads to a realization of love in personal self-donation.” The Holy Father also encouraged all present to “continue carrying out the tasks of marriage with fidelity, without being discouraged by the difficulties that they may find in the world around them.” With these thoughts, and invoking the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, Pope Benedict XVI imparted his Apostolic Blessing to the participants. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)
Youth – OCEANIA/SOLOMON ISLANDS - “Thanks to the Lord and the Holy Father for the splendid WYD days in Sydney,” the youth of Solomon say

Honiara (Agenzia Fides) – The 400 youth of the Solomon Islands who attended WYD in Sydney have “grateful hearts that are filled with praise to God and thanksgiving to the Holy Father.” This is what they themselves affirmed in a Thanksgiving Mass celebrated several days ago in Holy Cross Parish in the capital city of Honiara. 

Youth from all different parishes came together, some of them having participated in WYD and others who had shared the experience being spiritual present. They spent three days in retreat, meditating on Pope Benedict XVI’s addresses during WYD and remembering their experiences. 

Archbishop Adrian Smith of Honiara told those present at the Mass: “I was so proud to see our Solomon pilgrims behaving during the event, despite the challenges they faced”, he said. “I cannot forget our young people, invited by the Bishop of Lismore to lead the liturgy. They brought their little pan pipes to perform in church and it was amazing to see the entire congregation dancing to the harmonious sound of the pipes.”

The Archbishop thanked all those who had made the youth’s pilgrimage from Solomon Islands to Sydney possible with their organizational and economic support, as it will be an experience that will remain in their hearts forever and will be a foundation for launching a renewed youth ministry effort in the islands. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2008)
Youth – ASIA/HONG KONG - To challenge lack of respect for human sexuality and human life, Catholic university students strive to live a life of holiness 

Hong Kong (Agenzia Fides) – “Total trust in the Lord, obedient to Holy Scripture”, a life of holiness in the midst of a secular style of life which has lost all respect for the sacredness of human life. This is the conviction of Catholic university students, members of the Catholic Student Association in Hong Kong. According to the diocesan bulletin Kong Ko Bao, at the sight of so many young people in Hong Kong deeply bewildered by increasing reports of 'irresponsible sexual behaviour' and 'total lack of respect for human dignity', Catholic students have launched several initiatives to promote correct and responsible sexual behaviour and diffuse basic principals for a dignified life, by means of their own example. Over recent months a series of meetings on the subject of “Love, Sex, Matrimony and the Family ” were organised to highlight the beauty of “married love and marriage, as precious God given gifts”. One student said, “Our peers are so self-sure and impatient, they detest listening to people who ‘preach’. So the best way to reach them is to give good example. As Christians we must be the first to live a life of holiness putting the Church's teaching into practice, because a life of holiness is important for everyone, Christians and non Christians. My fellow students all know I am a Catholic and I hope my example will help them reflect and decide to make a change of life style ”. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 04/09/2008 - righe 19, parole 257)
Mission –AMERICA/ECUADOR - Launching of the Great Continental Mission at the close of CAM 3: “The Spirit is the one who leads us to unite ourselves with Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania in sharing our faith.” The “Message to Humanity, the Family of God.”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – With the motto, “America with Christ listens, learns, and announces,” the 3rd American Missionary Congress (CAM 3) was celebrated in the city of Quito (Ecuador) August 15-17, 2008. According to organizers, there were a total of 3,110 participants, of whom 1,358 were from Ecuador and 1,401 from other countries. There were 1,219 missionaries from all over the world that stayed with families in Quito, as well as 955 Ecuadorian missionaries and 94 special guests including: the Presidents of Bishops’ Conferences, Superior Generals of religious orders, Provincial Superiors and delegates from religious communities, Church authorities, speakers, and others. Also present at the event was Archbishop Robert Sarah, Secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, and Fr. Vito Prete, PIME, Secretary General of the Pontifical Missionary Union.

The participants were from the following countries: Italy, Spain, Germany, Poland, Switzerland, Portugal, Colombia, Brazil, Honduras, Ethiopia, Indonesia, and Papua New Guinea. There were delegations sent from 33 countries, bringing with them 80 Bishops, 465 priests, 250 religious, 22 deacons, and 664 lay members. From Ecuador, there were 21 Bishops, 133 priests, 307 religious, 21 deacons, 87 seminarians, and 816 lay members. The Holy Father’s delegate was Cardinal Nicolás López Rodríguez, Archbishop Santo Domingo and Primate of Latin America. 

The main objective of the Congress organized by the Latin American Bishops’ Conference (CELAM) was “to promote a deepening in the faith and a strengthening of the Church, to counteract the activity of the sects, which have lured many Catholics, as well as clarify on some theological points that have been a cause of discord.” They also hoped that this event would be as a second Pentecost among the local Churches on the American continents, so that from this missionary experience, they may place themselves in a “state of mission” and be motivated in the new evangelization and the mission ad gentes. 

At the end of the Closing Mass, which was attended by a large crowd of people, CELAM president Archbishop Raymundo Damasceno Assis launched the Great Continental Mission, fruit of the 5th General Conference of Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean, which took place in Aparecida (Brazil) in 2007. Cardinal Antonio González Zumárraga, former President of the Ecuadorian Bishops’ Conference and President of the Organizational Committee for CAM 3, announced that the next continental missionary encounter (CAM 4) will take place in 2012 in Maracaibo (Venezuela).

At the close of the Congress, the Message of CAM 3 to Humanity, the Family of God was distributed. The document clearly states that “the Spirit is the one who leads us to unite ourselves with Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania in sharing our faith.” The missionaries also reaffirmed their desire to be missionaries in every circumstance and “continue leaving behind establishments, nets, boats, parents, land, everything; plans, successes, and personal styles that create a certain security.” In fact, “Christ as the center of our lives as disciples is the root of the missionary identity. It is what constantly creates and renews the fraternal communion and sustains the commitment we have to transform the world through our missionary service.” In a mission that is counter-cultural, one must take up “the challenge of an increase in poverty that is effecting a greater part of the world’s population and which is the result of the spread of social, political, and economic structures and systems that are unjust.”

The Mission, it said, is situated in the heart of the world and thus, “we look towards all of society as a whole, in its desires, expectations, humanism, and thirst for God. We are united to them, as we witness their suffering for the crises: economic, social, ecological, cultural, and democratic, and even more for the poverty, exclusion, violence, and persecution.”

In response to this situation, the missionaries recall that there are no ready-made solutions other than “trust in the Lord, an open heart, and placing faith in our hope, at the light of the Gospel.” “We are called to commit ourselves to the Church and society, helping to find the priorities and goals of history, living in solidarity, dialogue, and in gratitude for the missionary community.”

They end the document expressing their desire to “unite themselves to the Church in a permanent state of mission,” “be servants among the poor, consolation, and fortitude” and “give life to all of humanity, communicating the beauty and strength of the Lord, reconciling and uniting the entire human family.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2008)
Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Final Declaration from CAM 3: “Jesus sends us out to all the ends of the earth to be witnesses to all that we have heard, learned, and announced.”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – Missionaries from all over the world issued a final document at the close of the Third Missionary Congress (CAM 3) in which they declared their willingness to announce the Gospel, build a world of brotherhood, justice, and solidarity, and be united to the Spirit in building the Kingdom. 

The declaration is broken down into 17 points that touch upon various aspects of the Church’s mission. Firstly, it mentions that the mission ad gentes is a “mission for humanity” and they manifest their commitment to “take up the mission ad gentes with enthusiasm and co-responsibility with the Church, implying a personal conversion and the change of certain pastoral structures so that the Gospel can reach all people.” Within this mission, “there is a firm emphasis on the formation and guidance of Christian families, so that they become evangelizers and missionaries in their lives, in fidelity and communion,” and thus, they hope to give a boost to Family Pastoral Care and family missionary experiences in the mission ad gentes.

Another important subject is immigration and the exclusion of those that present “ a first-rate challenge, noted in the situation of children, women, men, and families that struggle for their rights.” Therefore, a culture that promotes the dignity of the human person must be fostered. 

As to the laity, there is a great need for an integral spiritual formation which is both pastoral and missionary, that is, one that makes them collaborators in the Great Continental Mission. Likewise, the youth assume the American Missionary Project. 

“As Church, we value and respect the indigenous peoples and those of African-descent on the continent. We are aware of the urgent need to recognize their role and traditions, so that they can find their place in society and in the Church,” the declaration continued.

Another important point was the mission and its relation to the mass media in order to “respond to the new historical, social, and ecclesial situations, transmitting God’s love and the Good News of the Kingdom with a communication that gives testimony and is both coordinated and integrated into the routine of pastoral care.”

The missionaries are also committed to education, in order to “work with members of the educational field in creating areas for formation and dialogue in order to bear witness to the Good News of the Kingdom in the modern world.”

The religious men and women are also called to be missionary disciples “with a solid Trinitarian spirituality in their work with the poor and marginalized, maintaining an undivided heart that is capable of loving all people and being present in every culture without preferences, open to the mission, especially the mission ad gentes.”

“Missionaries of America, today as the CAM 3 comes to a close, Jesus sends us out to all the ends of the earth to be witnesses to all that we have heard, learned, and announced,” the Final Declaration stated in conclusion. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2008)
Mission - EUROPE/PORTUGAL - National Missionary Congress begins: “Portugal, live the Mission, Soar Beyond Your Horizons.” Saint Paul as the model for evangelization: “The Church is her mission of evangelization must respond to a society very similar to the one that heard Paul’s preaching of the Gospel.”
Fatima (Agenzia Fides) – Yesterday, September 3, saw the opening of Portugal’s National Missionary Congress, which is being held in Fatima, until September 7, in honor of the 10th anniversary of the Missionary Year. The theme for the Congress is “In meeting the Living Christ, called and sent to the mission in Portugal and in the world” and the motto of the event is: “Portugal, live the Mission, Soar Beyond Your Horizons.” 

The Congress was organized by the Portuguese Bishops’ Conference, in conjunction with the Bishops’ Commission for the Missions and the Pontifical Mission Societies of Portugal, as well as the Portuguese Conference of Religious Institutes and the Institutes of “Ad gentes” Missionaries. 

The event’s objective is to promote and strengthen the missionary dimension of the Church in Portugal and has as specific objectives: spread awareness among the People of God and offer them formation for the mission in Portugal and in the world; share experiences and testimonies from the missions; celebrate the Church’s missionary activity; strengthen the mission in the dioceses and elaborate on several guidelines for activity of the Church in Portugal.

The themes to be addressed are the following: Portugal: an historical, geographic, sociological, and religious vision of Portugal; Live the Mission: a theological overview of the mission; Soaring Beyond Horizons: launching guidelines and suggestions in more missionary active Portugal.

Cardinal Jose Policarpo of Lisboa gave the opening address at the Congress with his speech entitled: “The Mission and the uncertainties of the contemporary world.” The Cardinal highlighted the fact that the world today resists God’s message, that “it is not easy to evangelize, but it is well-worth the effort.” 

The Cardinal explained that in this Year of St. Paul, the Saint is presented as a model for evangelizing, as we can find in him the following characteristics: a firm faith in Jesus Christ that perceives the Church’s identification with Jesus Christ; the proclamation of hope in fullness of life, facing both the world’s certainties and uncertainties with realism and giving his life for the Gospel. “The Church is her mission of evangelization must respond to a society very similar to the one that heard Paul’s preaching of the Gospel,” the Cardinal said.

The talks scheduled to take place during the Congress are: “The Situation of the Ad Gentes Mission in the Church in Portugal”; “Portugal: the challenge of transmitting values”; “The new horizons for the Mission Ad Gentes”; “The Mission in the heart of the local Church”; “The Mission we dream: the ‘treasures’ of our sister Churches”; “The universal mission of the local Church.”

The Congress will conclude on Sunday morning with a Mass celebrated in the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima presided by Cardinal Jose Policarpo. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2008)
Mission – EUROPE/PORTUGAL - Creating missionary structures within parishes and dioceses; a foundational document for the Mission in the country; celebration of Diocesan Missionary Congresses enters to form part of the conclusions from the National Missionary Congress

Fatima (Agenzia Fides) – Following the celebration of the National Missionary Congress, celebrated September 3-7 in Fatima (Portugal) (see Fides 4/9/2008), the participants issued a final statement indicating some of the main guidelines for taking up their missionary commitments in the parishes, dioceses, and on a national level. 

Firstly, they mention that “the mission is a duty for every Christian,” which is applied to a specific place and time in history. In this sense, “the community experience of faith in family, in the parish, diocese, or communities of consecrated life is a credible testimony of the proclamation of God as Love.”

According to the Congress’ participants, thanks to the Second Vatican Council, there has been a new understanding of the Mission in which “each of us is sent to evangelize and at the same time receives evangelization. The Spirit is the protagonist in this mission and the local Church is where it is incarnated and lived.” There has also been an awakening to the sense of the Mission among the laity, which is a sign of the times. The text reads: “In this Year of Saint Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles with his journey of conversion and mission, is for us a model of what we should know better and imitate, especially in his zeal and the urgency with which he lived his mission of evangelization.”

With the hope that all that has been lived in the Congress can be placed into practice, the participants made a series of resolutions. Among them was that the Portuguese Bishops’ Conference (CEP) promote a better coordination and integration of the various areas of pastoral ministry, so that all may be filled with a missionary spirit and the desire for holiness. They also ask that the CEP issue a special document on the Mission in Portugal, so as to awaken all Christians in their missionary vocation. As for the local Churches, they should work to create structures and activities that promote awareness and the urgency of the mission, such as missionary groups, missionary weeks with special activities, a volunteer association, and “Fidei Donum” priests. In addition, it is asked that each diocese hold its own Diocesan Missionary Congress.

Another proposal presented called for the promotion of missionary formation on all levels, and fostering a spirit of solidarity and support in activities for sending and receiving missionaries among the various churches. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)
Prayer – ASIA/INDIA - The feast of Mother Teresa dedicated to peace in Orissa; Missionaries of Charity ask that “love may triumph over hate”
Calcutta (Agenzia Fides) – At the tomb of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, peace is being called for in Orissa. It is the most important prayer being said on this day celebrated in memory of the Blessed woman who has left a mark on India’s history: the prayer for peace and harmony in this eastern Indian state that has suffered violent anti-Christian violence in recent days.

The Congregation of the Missionaries of Charity, in union with the priests and lay members that form a part of their family in their corresponding branches, have chosen to dedicate the feast of Mother Teresa’s birth into heaven (September 5) to fasting and prayer for the Christian victims of violence in Orissa. 

According to a statement sent to Fides from the Sisters at the Mother Teresa Center in Calcutta, which is one of the first houses she opened there, the entire novena in preparation for the feast of the Blessed (which began August 27) has been especially dedicated to praying for the Christians of Orissa, asking for forgiveness and reconciliation. 

The Masses celebrated at the tomb of Mother Teresa during the 9 days in preparation for her feast day, were offered for peace in Orissa and today, as well, there was a solemn Encounter of Prayer for Peace held at the tomb, which is visited by pilgrims of all ages and religions. The Sisters, along with other Catholic faithful and Hindu believers, have invoked the Mother Teresa’s intercession asking that “love may triumph over hate, and that peace and justice can reign once more in the tormented region of Orissa.”

The faithful gathered at her tomb, where a Mass will be held at 5:30pm today, prayed the following prayer: “Jesus, you made Blessed Teresa an example of steadfast faith and ardent charity, a remarkable teacher of the value and dignity of every human life. Grant that she may be venerated and imitated as a Saint in the Church. Hear the prayer of those who seek her intercession. Today, we ask you for and end to the violence and a return to harmony among the people of Orissa. We ask this in your name and through the intercession of Mary, your Mother and ours. Amen.”

Many Missionaries of Charity have expressed their willingness to go to Orissa to care for the refugees, abandoned children, sick, and wounded, however the areas of violence are closed by authorities and are not accessible to charitable groups and aid organizations. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 5/9/2008)
Prayer – EUROPE/ITALY - The President of the Italian Bishops’ Conference encourages Italy’s dioceses to hold a Day of Prayer and Fasting for Christians in India
Rome (Agenzia Fides) – In light of the recent wave of violence that has affected the Christian community living in the Indian state of Orissa, the President of the CEI (Italian Bishops’ Conference) “encourages the dioceses of Italy, on Friday, September 5, liturgical memorial dedicated to Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, or in another day chosen by the local Bishop, to hold a Day of Prayer and Fasting, as a sign of spiritual closeness and solidarity with our brothers and sisters who have suffered so much for the faith.” In the statement issued September 1, the CEI’s President explains his hope that he expresses “the concern felt by the entire Church in Italy,” and unites his plea “to the desperate appeal made by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, firmly denouncing the every attack on human life and calling for a return to peace and harmony.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/9/2008)
Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Referendum for the new constitution: amidst tensions, Bishops call for prayer vigils to be held this weekend for respect for life and the defense of the family

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – Archbishop Raul Vera Chiriboga of Quito (Ecuador) sent a letter to all the priests of the Diocese asking for prayers for the coming referendum, which will prove immensely significant for the country’s future, as citizens will decide on a new draft of the Constitution. The Archbishop reminds the people that “for Catholics, this decision should be enlightened by the Word of God and the Social Doctrine of the Church. It is a decision that requires reflection before confrontation.” Following the example of Jesus, great decisions should always be preceded by prayer.

Thus, he asks that the priests encourage their faithful “to intensify their prayer to Jesus, the Prince of Peace, during these days and that they pray especially for respect to life as a gift from God and a primary right, for the family as the domestic church and foundation of society, and for respect for every person.” He also asks that the campaigns the Ecuadorians carry out may “be done with total respect for all people, that they may confront the truth and that hate may dissipate.” He asks that on September 14, Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Cross, a special Mass may be said in all Churches and religious communities for these intentions, and that on the eve of the feast, or on the eve of the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, there be prayer vigils held. “We are counting on the active, enthusiastic, and apostolic participation of the Archdiocesan Counsel of Laity and the various Lay Movements that have had the initiative to organize daily visits to the Blessed Sacrament, the recitation of the Rosary, praying the Angelus, and fasting on the Fridays of this month. With this, our fraternal spirit will increase,” Archbishop Raul said.

The President of the Counsel of Catholic Laity of Quito (CELCA-Q), Christian Bakker, has sent a statement out to all the lay Catholic groups of the Archdiocese, asking that they participate in and support the acts that will take place in the parishes on September 13, 14, and 15, especially the vigils to be held on the 13 and 14, the Masses for peace and families, and the recitation of the Rosary and visits to the Blessed Sacrament.

Ecuador is experiencing moments of great tension in recent weeks, especially between the Church and the government, which is what led the Bishops’ Conference to restate in mid-August, during the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3), what they had already expressed in a statement on July 28 (see Fides 29/7/2008). On this occasion, the Bishops recalled that if they make such declarations, it is “because it is the Church’s duty always and everywhere to proclaim moral principles, even in reference to social order, as well as give its judgement regarding any human affair, to the degree in which it concerns the fundamental rights of the human person or the salvation of souls.” Thus, in fulfilling their mission, they hope to “shed light on reality through the Word of God, so that Catholics and men of good will can, after having been well-informed, make a conscientious, free, and voluntary vote.”

The Archbishop of Quito also sent a statement signed by himself and his Auxiliary Bishops in which he expresses his full adhesion to the statement the Bishops issued on July 28. In light of the growing tensions surrounding this upcoming referendum that will decide on whether or not the new Constitution is adopted, they recall that “the common good affects everyone’s lives. It demands prudence of the part of each one, and even more so for those who exercise authority.” Authority “is needed for creating unity in society. Its mission consists in assuring the common good of society,” “they should work disinterestedly, not seeking their own satisfaction or that of their own group or party, but rather the good of all” and “they should equally hear opinions from those who support them as well from those who do not.”

During the celebration of CAM 3, thousands of Catholics expressed their unconditional support for the Ecuadorian Bishops, especially Archbishop Antonio Arregui, President of the Bishops’ Conference, who has received several threats. The faithful offered their prayer to God “that the Church may be respected in her right and freedom to defend the fundamental values of the human person, such as the right to life, marriage, the family, and freedom of education.”

The main leaders of the Evangelical community in Ecuador have also met with Archbishop Antonio Arregui to express their support for the Catholic Church before the controversial plan for the new Constitution being promoted by the government. “We wish to express our sincerest support for all your work in defense of life and the family in Ecuador,” they said. “We not only support your work, but we wish to unify ourselves to your statement, which contains the thought of the Church and of the Christian people of Ecuador.”

The Constitution being promoted by the President will be subject to a referendum on September 28 of this year. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)
Life – AMERICA/MEXICO - Nation on the move in response to the legalization of abortion: over 50 Catholic organizations committed to defending life; inauguration of the “Shrine for the Victims of Abortion”
Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) – About 50 lay Catholic organizations will inaugurate the Shrine for the Victims of Abortion in the “Panteón Civil de Dolores,” which will also become a “prayer space” for women suffering from guilt after having aborted and for the loss of an unborn child. The initiative is supported by the Archdiocese of Mexico and among the organizers are groups such as the Pro-Life Movement, the National Parents Union, Union of Wills, Rights for the Unborn, and others.

The Shrine hopes to offer the citizens of Mexico City a place of prayer and reconciliation with God, to receive those people suffering from the affects of abortion. There is also a possibility that, upon the request of mothers, the remains of the babies aborted every day could be laid to rest there. In a press release, these groups state that, “it is an internationally-known fact that laboratories and pharmaceutical companies pay exorbitant amounts of money for these remains to be used for research, as well as in the production of medicines and clinical materials. The lack of control and clear regulations can only facilitate the traffic of embryos.”

During his homily yesterday (September 7) in the city’s Cathedral, Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, Archbishop of Mexico City, asked that the Catholic community not remain indifferent in the face of such atrocious decisions that go against life, as they will have to answer before God for their omissions. At the end of the Mass, a document presented by the group “Union of Wills” to the entire Mexican Church was read. In it, the authors express their regret for the Supreme Court’s decision to legalize abortion in the capital city. With the exhortation made by Cardinal Rivera, asking that Catholics unite to defend life, especially in terms of the pregnant women that for various circumstances view abortion as the only solution, over 50 Catholic organizations have decided to begin working according to the Cardinal’s petition. 

Also, at the end of the Mass, the project “Do not kill them; give them to me!” was presented, in which over 59 institutions are working to prevent thousands of children from being aborted and arranging their adoption. A family with 9 children presented the project, and mentioned the fact that there are already over 1,610 married couples willing to adopt a child. “With this generous response,” they said, “we can trample any arguments that Mexican legislators want to make in favor of abortion, as if it were necessary. These institutions and couples are ready and waiting to receive and assist any woman who seeks their help, and to welcome their baby into their own homes and families.”

Cardinal Rivera thanked all the Catholic faithful for making the right to life their priority, “not only with protests, but with initiatives.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)
Life – AMERICA/PARAGUAY - Bishops ask the new government to keep in mind the innate values of the human person, especially respect for life from conception until natural death

Asuncion (Agenzia Fides) – Just days before the swearing-in of President Fernando Lugo, the Bishops of Paraguay sent a message to the new government, reminding them of the non-negotiable points in political life, which have been enumerated by the Holy Father. 

In their message, the Bishops affirm that “from the dawn of the Nation, the Catholic Church has been present in national life.” This past April 20, the Bishops say, the people’s desire for change was manifest in their choice for a new era in national life. “There is no doubting the importance of making these expectations a reality, eliminating all errors and negative practices from political life and establishing concrete means that place the common good above personal, family, or partisan interests.” However, in this case, there is “a main player in the political change. Mr. Fernando Lugo, who had once been a member of this Episcopal Conference, no longer in it upon personal preference and dispensed from his clerical state by Pope Benedict XVI, is now President of the Republic of Paraguay.” “It seems unnecessary to make any further clarification of the fact that the Catholic Church is not associated with the new government,” the Bishops said, recalling the fact that “both the Church and State are institutions that are independent and autonomous. Each one works in favor of the people while maintaining cordial and respectful relations. They work together to promote the welfare of all men that live on our soil.”

In this unique situation, “the Bishops’ Conference of Paraguay reiterates its desire to support all policies that work towards the common good, that promote the dignity and the rights of every person, and that seek an integral development of the people and communities.” In addition, “it will maintain the attitude of constructive criticism, which it has held up until now, in regards to the government’s activities and will continue making its voice heard in both acclamation and critique.”

Likewise, the Prelates added that “although the state is non-denominational, it should respect religious freedom, freedom of worship and of conscience” and “should keep in mind the innate values of the human person, especially respect for life from conception until natural death.” They also reaffirmed their defense of the traditional family, “which is founded on marriage between a man and a woman, the promotion of the poor, the rural families, and the indigenous peoples, as well as that of the elderly, sick, and abandoned.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2008)
Life – EUROPE/SPAIN - Working against the amplification of the law on abortion: “trying to blind public conscience by law would imply setbacks with incalculable destructive consequences in the loss of human lives.”

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – “The government is saying that is hopes to proclaim ‘the best abortion law possible.’ This is a mockery. By now, even the least studied person is capable of realizing that voluntary abortion is an act of premeditated, cold-blooded murder. Aborting does not simple mean, as some hypocritically say, “terminate a pregnancy.” Voluntary abortion is the violent destruction of a human life in its mother’s womb. And this is what our governors hope to facilitate for the women of Spain. They hope to open the doors for them, so that they may more easily kill or have someone else kill their children,” says Archbishop Fernando Sebastian Aguilar, Archbishop Emeritus of Pamplona (Spain), in an article he wrote following the declaration of a law in order regarding abortion in Spain, which would make it more accessible. In fact, last week, the Minister of Equality announced that the new law would allow abortion during the 12, 14, or 16 initial weeks of pregnancy. 

“Is it a sign of progress that we facilitate the killing of innocent human beings in the most vulnerable state imaginable, upon the decision of their mother and with the complicity of health and biology professionals?” Archbishop Sebastian asked. “Many of us Spaniards are not interested in this lie about progress...” He explains that “the fight against abortion should begin in the sexual, human, and moral education of adolescents. It must begin by an education of the youth in chastity.” There is also a need for “a decisive support for mothers, adolescents, and women who find themselves with difficulties from an ‘unwanted’ pregnancy.” This way is “the way towards progress; this is the way towards respect for the dignity of women and the value of life. The other is selfishness, inhumanity, corruption, and nihilism.”

The Archbishop concludes by exhorting the people “not to be accomplices in this silent, hypocritical, and cruel massacre that claims 100,000 lives every year. Our permissive attitude towards abortion is turning us into a degraded and corrupt nation. We cannot be accomplices in this path of moral destruction in Spain and among its people.”

In response to this call, many pro-life movements and associations are taking action and have made several declarations already. The Director of “Fundacion Vida,” Manuel Cruz, harshly criticized the committee of experts proposed by the Ministry for Equality in order to modify the Law on Abortion, as its members will all be pro-abortionists. 

The Spain Family Forum has issued a statement in which it considers the fact that the matter is of utmost importance as it concerns human rights and the constitutional right to life, and the right of the women to not be abandoned in her difficulties and therefore, it is not simply a matter of experts, but a political decision to respect the right to life or not. The Forum’s President Benigno Blanco indicated that “the committee being formed is completely bias and is simply a charade so that the Government’s decision to amplify the abortion law can hide behind the team of so-called experts.” 

Alicia Latorre, President of the Federation of Pro-Life Associations, “allowing a mother to chose to kill her child constitutes an assault on the right to life and on the woman herself. It is an act of tyranny towards women, a ridiculing of the law and of the basic moral principles that all of us carry inscribed in our hearts.” She also considers the fact that “trying to blind public conscience by law would imply setbacks with incalculable destructive consequences in the loss of human lives.”

The President of “HazteOir,” Ignacio Arsuaga, announced that he is preparing “a great social movement” against the amplification of the abortion law, and he criticized the fact that “the right to life of the most vulnerable is used to divert attention from the horrific economic crisis that Spain is experiencing.” The spokesperson for “Hay Alternativas,” Gador Joya, assured that “society is not demanding a new law on abortion, but instead a policy for helping mothers and families with children.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)
Life – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Bishops’ statement against the draft bill for euthanasia: “Creating legal norms allowing for the suppression of innocent human lives is contrary to the code of ethics and is socially misleading.”

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – The Colombian Bishops’ Conference has issued a statement signed by the President of the Conference, Archbishop Ruben Salazar Gomez of Barranquilla, in relation to the draft bill 44 of 2008, which “allows for the practice of euthanasia, assisted suicide, and palliative therapy.”

Firstly, they mention that “the right to life is a fundamental and universal right” and is referred to in Colombia’s Constitution (art. 11). Therefore, “man has no right in taking his own life or the life of others.” Furthermore, the dignity of the human person does not depend on circumstances, that is to say “the dignity is not reduced by illness, suffering, deformities, or dementia. Moreover, as experience shows, what is a biological or psychological adversity can later ennoble a person.” 

Given that “natural death is the desirable end for every human life,” it is completely legitimate “to fight against pain or voluntarily deny the reception of extreme treatment that is useless, disproportionate, and extremely costly, and that only serve to prolong a precarious and painful existence.” However, it is not licit to “interrupt normal therapy that a patient should receive in similar cases.”

Thus, the Church “basing itself upon the principles of right reason and enlightened by the Gospel, rejects euthanasia when it implies the decision to end a life that seems unbearable for reasons of illness or old age, before its time or the act of deliberately ending the life of a terminally ill patient so as to end their suffering.” “Creating legal norms allowing for the suppression of innocent human lives is contrary to the code of ethics and is socially misleading. Every law that authorizes this will be subject to unforeseen abuses.”

The Bishops conclude their statement by reminding all Catholics that “regardless of whether or not Congress passes this law or not, not all that is legal is morally licit.”

Cardinal Pedro Rubiano, Archbishop of Bogota, also issued a recent statement saying that “Euthanasia is a crime and all who participate in it commit an act of homicide.” “The intentional termination of the life of another person, albeit a qualified third-party, is always murder, as neither the medical personnel nor family members are authorized in deciding to make another person die,” the Cardinal said.

The Archbishop of Bogota also explained that the right to life should be protected “with greater courage, especially when it refers to the most vulnerable such as people in a vegetative state, disabled, or newborn and unborn babies who may suffer deformities.”

The first Senate hearing recently began with a series of four debates on the draft bill on the legalization of euthanasia. In the first debate, the bill was passed in an 11-3 vote. According to the law, euthanasia would only be permitted upon the request of the patient. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2008)

Gypsies – VATICAN - Youth gypsies and their role in the Church and society: Freising (Germany) to host the 6th  World Congress for Pastoral Care of Gypsies
Freising (Agenzia Fides) – “Youth gypsies in the Church and society” is the theme for the 6th World Congress for Pastoral Care of Gypsies, which will take place at the Bildungszentrum Kardinal-Döpfner-Haus in Freising (Germany), September 1-4. The Congress is being sponsored by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of 

Migrants and Itinerant People in collaboration with the German Catholic Bishops’ Conference. The event is an initiative based on the Holy Father’s Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2008, in which the Pontiff asked for an increased commitment to working with youth migrants, in order to help them to better face the challenges of integration in society and offer them the possibility of receiving all that can contribute to their human, cultural, and professional formation. Thus, within the distinctions that can be made between migrant and itinerant peoples, these exhortations are also true for gypsy youth, oftentimes subject to discrimination on the part of their non-gypsy peers. 

Invited guests of the Congress include the Bishops, national directors, pastoral workers, and representatives from the gypsy community who will come from various countries where there is a pastoral ministry being carried out with gypsy communities, i.e. European nations, Brazil, and India. Representatives from Chile, the Philippines, and Indonesia will be present for the first time at the Congress. 

The over 150 participants from 25 nations, with pastoral care structures established to work with the gypsy community, will work on evaluating the spiritual and material needs of gypsy youth, indicating and finding remedy for the underprivileged situations that they live in, and thus, enumerate practical means to support their human and religious formation and promote a greater participation in the projects, decisions, and activities that affect them.

The Congress’ workshops will begin with an opening address and welcoming words from Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President of the Dicastery, which will be read by Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Dicastery, followed by a speech given by Archbishop Marchetto introducing the theme. The Congress is divided into two parts. The morning sessions will be dedicated to talks, followed by debates in assembly. The afternoon sessions will be composed of two round-table discussions, one for national directors and another for the gypsy youth. There are also several speakers of gypsy origin who are active among their organizations. 

The gypsy community numbers about 36 million people living in Europe, the Americas, and in some Asian nations. 18 million of them live in India, which is this people’s native land. European officials estimate that about somewhere between 9 and 12 million gypsies live in Europe, with a large part of the population concentrated in eastern Europe. There are also about 1 million gypsies living in the United States. Gypsies are broken down into various groups and ethnic backgrounds. Among the most typical are: the Rom, the Sinti, the Manousche, the Kalé, the Yéniches, and the Xoraxané. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2008)
SUPER QUAESTIONES
ASIA/INDIA - “The anti-Christian attacks in Orissa have been the worst in recent years,” the spokesman of the Indian Catholic Bishops’ Conference tells Agenzia Fides; no Catholic priests or religious have been reported dead, although some have been severely wounded

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – “We are extremely concerned. This has been the worse attack on Christians in India in the last few years. The fundamentalists have gone after all the Christian faithful, places, and symbols, almost in an effort to wipe out all trace of Christianity from the area. It is an authentic tragedy.” These were the words of a statement made to Agenzia Fides by Father Babu Joseph, spokesman for the Indian Catholic Bishops’ Conference. The situation now seems to have calmed down, thanks to the deployment of police forces by authorities, and the Church is trying to perform an initial assessment of the damage from the attacks, which seem to be fairly serious. 

Father Babu told Fides: “The area where the violence was concentrated is no longer accessible: only government and police officials are permitted to enter. Eyewitnesses tell of an unspeakable and senseless violence. In a matter of a few days, thousands of houses and hundreds of churches were destroyed (i.e. anything with a cross became a target). It is obviously not an isolated incident, but a well-organized and well-planned operation. Otherwise, it wouldn’t have been so intense.” 

“We have informed the government and national authorities on the situation and they have been supportive. However, we are extremely concerned and appalled by these events. The Christian who suffered in the attacks, fleeing into the forests, are now staying in refugee camps. The majority of them will not return to their hometowns. They plan to move somewhere else to escape the violence and save their lives.” Fr. Babu says that the event has been “a serious violation of human rights, religious freedom, and the right to life itself,” and thus, calls for international intervention. 

The Indian Bishops’ Communications Office has issued a list of the names of the victims, dead and wounded, and of the places destroyed in the attacks in Orissa, updated on September 1, 2008, which Agenzia Fides has also made available. Fr. Babu has confirmed that no Catholic priests or religious have been reported dead, although some have been severely wounded. The community and religion of the 26 who have been reported dead is still undetermined. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 2/9/2008)

ASIA/INDIA - “In response to the violence and fundamentalism, we will hold a day for fasting and ecumenical prayer, inspired by Mother Teresa, model of universal compassion”: the Spokesman of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference tells Fides the meaning behind the Day of Fasting and Prayer September 7

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – “The special Day of Fasting and Prayer on September 7 will be an opportunity to call upon God with confidence that He will unite Christians of all denominations in India. In an ecumenical union, we will pray side by side for an end to violence and in defense of life.” With these words, Fr. Babu Joseph, Spokesman for the Indian Catholic Bishops’ Conference, in speaking with the Agenzia Fides on the event to take place on September 7, in light of the recent anti-Christian attacks in Orissa.

Fr. Babu tells Fides: “The Day will be celebrated in the churches, from dawn until dusk, with prayers, the Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, the Rosary, and a Prayer Vigil. We will be praying for the victims of Orissa and for their families, and for the Christians forced to flee from their homes. We will pray for peace, unity, and harmony for the nation, asking God to dispel the violence and hate from our hearts.”

“We will also be united to all men of good will, as well as Hindu and Muslim faithful, and even civil authorities.” 

“We need to offer this sign to the entire Indian population, of the need to protect and safeguard the lives of all our citizens, whatever religious beliefs they may have. We hope to remind the people that India has always been a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-religious country and that peace is possible. All citizens are equal in the eyes of the law and in their dignity as persons, in the eyes of God and those of men. All should be guaranteed respect for their inalienable rights.”

Fr. Babu emphasized the positive nature of the Day. “We want this Day to be a moment of unity for the country, in opposition to the violence, to all ideological fundamentalism, every political, social, or religious discrimination. We are inspired by Mother Teresa of Calcutta and we call upon her protection. Tomorrow (September 5) is her feast day and she has been a model for us, and especially for India, of universal compassion.”

The Day will be celebrated throughout the entire country, in Orissa as well. The Bishops’ Spokesman concluded saying: “We are afraid that in Orissa – although the initiative is peaceful and non-violent, focused on a spiritual dimension – that it could lead to further tensions, with possible reactions from fundamentalist groups which are still not being kept under control. Thus, we have asked that the government take greater precautions to guarantee the protection of Christian citizens.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2008)

ASIA/INDIA - Fasting and prayer yesterday, in all the Christian communities of India, praying for peace in Orissa; no violence, but rather friendship and solidarity among believers of different religions. Indian Bishops’ Spokesman tells Agenzia Fides his testimony.

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – “Throughout the entire country, Christians of all confessions have prayed and fasted for peace in Orissa. The Day for Fasting and Prayer organized by the Catholic Church to take place on September 7 has had a large number of participants. The churches remained open all day and were filled with faithful from dawn until dusk, and in some cities there were also silent and peaceful demonstrations through the streets.” This was how Fr. Babu Joseph, Spokesman for the Indian Catholic Bishops’ Conference described the event, in a conversation with Agenzia Fides. 

“In Orissa, where violent reactions from fundamentalist groups were feared, everything went the best it could and there was no violence, thanks to the large envoy of policemen that kept guard at the churches. In Orissa’s capital city of Bhubaneshwar, there was an interreligious encounter held as well, between Christian and Hindu leaders, reaffirming their ‘no’ to any violence against human beings and mutual respect for religious communities. Through this event, they have tried to deactivate the ideological mechanism and the use of the Hindu religion by fundamentalist groups to justify their violence on grounds of faith. In the district of Kahandamal, where there has been violence in recent days, there have been no reported conflicts, although the situation is still tense. The Christians are living in refugee camps provided by the government, in very difficult circumstances. The faithful continue to be threatened. The churches have begun some aid efforts for the refugees, however large-scale aid operations are being made impossible, due to the fact that the places are not very safe and there is not enough protection. Further attacks from the extremists are feared.”

In the Indian capital city of New Delhi, as well, the Day of Fasting and Prayer has gone well, with special Masses for peace in Orissa held in all the Churches. The Spokesman concluded, saying, “we have received messages and gestures of kindness and solidarity from members of other religious communities, such as Hindus, Muslims, and Sikh. The Church is seeking the support of civil society in India in disarming and stopping the radical groups responsible for the violence.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2008)

ASIA/INDIA - Updated report from Archbishop Raphael Cheenath on the recent anti-Christian violence in Orissa

Bhubaneshwar (Agenzia Fides) – The second wave of anti-Christian attacks in Orissa, reported in late August 2008, has been much worse than that of December 2007. It has been much more violent and unfounded. This is all part of a “master plan to eliminate Christians from Orissa,” put in motion by certain given pretexts for unleashing the violence. This is what was stated by Archbishop Raphael Cheenath of Cuttack- Bhubaneshwar (Orissa’s capital city) in a detailed report sent to Agenzia Fides and present in its entirety on our website (see link below). The report gives an account of the events that have taken place, including those of 2007, which the Bishop reported on earlier in the year (see Fides 30/1/2008).

The Archbishop recalls the events, mentions the warnings that have been issued in the past, indicates the real responsibilities, asks for the protection of the authorities, and invites the Hindu faithful to renounce any form of violence, addressing especially the fundamentalists. 

Archbishop Cheenath, while verifying and condemning the indescribable violence that has taken place, responds with a fraternal spirit: “In spite of the second wave of persecution and forceful conversion into Hinduism under threat of death, I am confident that our people will group together as soon as normalcy is established and security is assured. We forgive all who, out of misguided zeal and misinformation, have inflicted this tragedy on the Christian community. We welcome all to form a new, renewed and vibrant community based on love and brotherhood. The church in Orissa will flourish and shine gloriously because it has been purified by the fire of persecution. It shall rise again in the glory of the resurrection of the Lord.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2008)

EUROPE/ITALY - MISSION AND IMMIGRATION - Palermo: It’s not about being God’s competitor, but about living in His Hands, on His Providence, His Charity, and His Mercy - a visit to Brother Biagio Conte, founder of the “Hope and Charity Mission.” (Luca De Mata writes from Spain - Part 6)

Palermo (Agenzia Fides) – Palermo. Foundation of the “Hope and Charity Mission.” I’m with Brother Biagio in his tiny office where people of all nations enter and exit. It is not a chaos. Here, everybody knows what they are doing and what they have to do. This is not a Tower of Babel, an attempt to outwit God, but rather it’s about living in His Hands, on His Providence, His Charity, and His Mercy. Brother Biagio’s door opens out into a long passageway lined with cots where the people receiving aid are still sleeping. It’s ten o’clock in the morning.

Here, people can arrive at any given moment. They come exhausted, seeking refuge from the floors at the train stations, from the sidewalks, from the park benches. Brother Biagio is in his wheelchair with a green backpack and a green treebranch, worn away by the years. It is the chair that holds a man with blue eyes, smiling and profound, who uses it to go out and meet his fellow man. He speaks and every so often touches his beard, as if to say that what he is saying is not important in itseld, but because it is a real life experience of suffering that he has lived in helping those in desperate situations not to feel abandoned. You can feel his closeness. It doesn’t matter if you are a prince or the least important among the desperate. I am seated opposite him. I feel welcomed and I feel his kindness towards me from the moment I greet him, in the enthusiasm in his voice, for his practical assistance, for his witness to the Gospel with a brave generosity that knows no limits.

At his side he has his prayer book, along with the Rosary beads passing through his fingers. Everything arrives here by charity. Everything is ordered and clean. Here, all efforts are spent for the others. It is something you can perceive in the smile of those who run the center. I feel useless, like a bother in the midst of this going and coming of people working to build a great contribution to solidarity. Brother Biagio is understanding and immediately makes me feel comfortable. My work as a journalist does not interest him, in that I speak about him, but in that it can be of help in understanding that Palermo is a place with high values, where people know how to love their neighbor as themselves. We agree that I will not ask questions, but that he will simply give his testimony from life experience, mainly a reflection on love for whomever may find it interesting. 

Brother Biagio: “Peace and hope to you all, brothers and sisters. I was born in this city. Like many young people, I too had my plans, I was wrapped up in a world of materialism and consumerism. For me, the most important in life were my friends, social clubs, dressing well, going to the pizzeria, dancing...I saw so much indifference and disparity. I became aware of the problems of the marginalized people living on benches, in the streets, in the stations. And I said to myself: ‘Can we remain indifferent to all this? I began finding excuses to not go out anymore. I lived for some time in silence. My room became a refuge, a place where I could meditate and reflect.

I was searching, searching for this truth I didn’t know. My friends didn’t understand. Instead of helping me, they warned my family to take care of me saying, ‘He’s entered into depression!’

It’s true that I may have seemed depressed and that is why I told them all...even the doctors: ‘Heal this afflicted society and I will get better.’

There was a crucifix in my room.

I felt observed, until one day I looked at the crucifix and I realized that God had given His life for us. Jesus became my hope, my strength. 

I took a trip to Assisi, where Saint Francis’ lived. And my experience in Assisi made me realize that I has to follow a missionary’s path.

At first, I wanted to go to Africa or India, but the Lord brought me back to Palermo. Once I arrived here, I did not go back home. I went to live in the train station in the city, in the midst of beggars, to help those that society forgets, excludes, despises, considers rubbish. I observed, unable to do anything, as many died of cold. 

I was never interested in knowing the names of those I helped. I never asked them, “What have you done? How did you end up in this situation?”. Each person has his own story. His drama. 

As Mother Teresa would say, I am just a drop of water, but together we can all do a lot. When summer arrives, up to 1,200 people can come in, in a matter of two days.

This place is already full. What will we do tonight? And tomorrow? Oftentimes I have heard these questions and I always say the same: Pray. The Lord will take care of it. Here the day always lasts 24 hours, but with the help of the Lord and of everyone else, and with the support of prayer, we continue forward, in God’s hands. Because prayer frees, helps, and gives peace. It is a beautiful weapon, the most beautiful and peaceful in the world.” (Luca de Mata, writing from Cuenca) (Part 6 – to be continued) (Agenzia Fides 12/9/2008)

VATICAN - “Oftentimes our mission has the same demands and difficulties in different areas of the globe”: Bishops’ reflections on the formation Seminar being held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Study Seminar being held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples is already halfway over. Participating in the Seminar are 104 Bishops recently appointed to ecclesiastical circumscriptions that depend on the Missionary Dicastery (see Agenzia Fides 10/09/2000). The Seminar began on September 7 and will end next Saturday, September 20. The Bishops come from 44 countries: 24 from Africa (56 Bishops), 9 from Asia (31 Bishops), 8 from America (10 Bishops), and 3 from Oceania (7 Bishops). Agenzia Fides has collected some of their impressions from this time of prayer and reflection. 

Bishop Barthélemy Yaouda Hourgo of Yagoua (Cameroon) will be installed as Bishop of his Diocese on October 1. “For me, this seminar is a grace from the Lord,” he told Fides. “It is the best way I can start my pastoral ministry, with a series of instruments and guidelines that will surely help me in carrying out my service to the Church and the faithful.”

Bishop Anthony Sharma, SJ, Apostolic Vicar of Nepal gave his testimony: “I live my pastoral mission with joy and enthusiasm. I am happy for having received the Lord’s call to serve the universal church, caring for the seed of the Gospel in Nepal. The Lord has been very good to me. He has taken me by the hand and leads me. My family belonged to the Brahmin caste (Hindu priests, ndr) and if I would have followed family tradition, I would be a Brahmin Hindu. But during my studies in India, the Lord revealed Himself to me and called me to follow Him. I am grateful to God for the gift of being His humble servant.”

Bishop Oscar Ngoy wa Mpanda of Kongolo (Democratic Republic of Congo) agrees that “the Seminar is a very important experience, especially because it allows the Bishops of Africa, Asia, and America to share their experiences. We have discovered that oftentimes our mission has the same demands and difficulties in different areas of the globe.”

Bishop Ausilio Aguilar of Colon-Kuna Yala (Panama) also mentioned the importance of sharing experiences with other Bishops: “The Seminar is very interesting, especially the themes we have been discussing. It is also very interesting to share experiences with so many other Bishops of the world, so many different situations in each continent and in each country. This experience is very enriching for all of us, this encounter for recently appointed Bishops.”

“I find this seminar very interesting, not only because of the material we are receiving, but also thanks to the talks we are hearing and for this encounter of the universal Church,” Bishop Pablo Ervin Schmitz Simon, OFM, Apostolic Vicar Bluefields (Nicaragua), told Fides. “This seminar is really intended for new Bishops, but I have been a bishop for 24 years! And yet, I am still benefiting from the experience, especially in seeing how the Church is evolving. The face of the Church is no longer European or American, but also African and Asian. It is very interesting to see the universality of the Church. This is one of the most impressive parts of this encounter, I think. And the hope to be seen in these young churches. The talks from the Cardinals who have attended and who are taking time to be with us, have been very interesting. They not only give a talk, but they also respond to the questions that arise. There is also a great openness, as is noted in the younger Bishops present who have very little time of experience and thus have many doubts, questions. All these questions arise in our meetings with the Cardinals, who respond to all of them with great peace and tranquility, trying to respond to all of the Bishops with a spirit of brotherhood.” (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)

ASIA/NEPAL - “The Church is esteemed and appreciated because it is at the service of the people, especially in the area of education. About 300 people ask to be Baptized per year.” Interview with Bishop Anthony Sharma, Apostolic Vicar of Nepal

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Catholic Church in Nepal is experiencing a time of great joy: we are esteemed and appreciated because we are at the service of the people, especially in the area of education. This is evident in the nearly 200-300 people who request Baptism each year.” These were the words of Bishop Anthony Sharma, SJ, Apostolic Vicar of Nepal, in an interview he granted Agenzia Fides while in Rome participating in a study seminar held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, for Bishops ordained in the last two years.

Bishop Sharma explained how the Church has always manifested herself as “a community at the service of others,” and in this way has won the support of all social, political, and religious groups present in Nepal.

Bishop Sharma told Fides of the various phases in the Church’s mission there. “Following the arrival of the first Capuchins in the 18th century, Nepal was without Christians for 140 years. The second phase in the mission began in 1951, when the Jesuits came to start an educational service in a Hindu nation, whose King was considered the reincarnation of a god. At that time, they could only open schools, but not do missionary work. This lasted until 1984, when Nepal’s authorities asked the Holy See to open diplomatic relations. This occurred as a result of political opportunities, as Nepal (a small country between two giants like India and China) needed recognition on an international level. In fact, following the establishment of relations with the Vatican, the recognition came.

However, there was a problem. There wasn’t even 1 church in the entire country. In the accord for the diplomatic relations, the erection of a ‘Mission sui iuris’ in Nepal was included. I was given responsibility for it in 1984. Since then, we have entered into the third stage of the mission, and we are still seeing fruits. The Lord loves the small church in Nepal!”

The Bishop told of how the Church carries out relations with the local population: “We make her presence known. We are in the country to serve, above all in education, which has been the main need up until now. Education used to be a privilege only for the rich, for the families from the highest castes who could afford the cost of studies. The Catholic community began its free service, open to all regardless of caste, religion, race, etc. In this manner, we could invite people from all over and oftentimes we were given lands on which to build new schools.”

“Education is a priority for three reasons: it is an opportunity for development; it gives dignity and right to women in the society of Nepal; it goes against the caste system that in Nepal, as in India, is strongly rooted in social life. In our schools, the students are all equal, and this is evident in the relationships they have among them.”

The Bishops mentioned the fruits of the last 25 years. “We have 27 schools total, in the entire country: 6 in Katmandu and 21 in rural towns. We offer education to over 17,000 students, 9,000 of whom are girls. We have strengthened our role as Church, present to serve the people, which has led us to win the affection of all classes of people. The Catholic community now has 7,000 baptized members, and each year there are an additional 300 that enter. This has been made possible by the 1991 Constitution that declared freedom of worship and religion, and whoever requests Baptism can be accepted. This implies a serious period of time as catechumenate (2 years) before Baptism.”

The Church in Nepal is also working in various areas of social services, in favor of the poor, the sick, and the marginalized: “We have been the first to take care of children with learning disabilities or who are handicapped, and there are many in the country. There are currently three Catholic centers that work to help them. In 1989, we began Caritas Nepal, which is part of the network Caritas Internationalis.”

The Catholic Church in Nepal has 6 male religious congregations and 17 female, a total of 65 priests and 155 religious sisters. Among the Church’s challenges is its desire to “be present in the western part of the country, which is why we have recently requested another group of Capuchins; our desire to build more churches, as there are currently 5 parishes without a church; and add on to our health services, which are greatly needed in this country.”

On a political and social level, he said that the relations are stable, even with the Maoists. “Everyone is appreciative, because they see that the Church is on the side of the people and there to serve them: the Lord has done great things for the small community of Nepal.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2008)

AFRICA/CAMEROON - “I have a difficult mission ahead, but I have faith in God’s assistance,” says the Bishop-elect of Yagoua

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “As Bishop, I will be a father to all people, especially to the priests, looking after their spiritual and material needs, as well as those of my lay faithful that the Church has entrusted to me,” says Bishop Barthélemy Yaouda Hourgo, Bishop-elect of the Diocese of Yagoua (Cameroon). Bishop Hourgo has been in Rome, participating in a study seminar held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, for the 104 recently appointed Bishops of ecclesiastical circumscriptions that depend on the Missionary Dicastery (see Fides 10/9/2008). 

“The mission that awaits me will be difficult,” the Bishop said, “but I have faith in God’s assistance. It is a fairly large Diocese and it is not easy to maintain relations among the various realities within the local Church. The diocese has 1,400,000 inhabitants, only 10% of which are Catholic. The rest either belong to the traditional religion or are Muslims. The latter are not the majority, yet their influence is heavily noted.”

“However, we do have excellent relations with the local Muslim community,” Bishop Hourgo says. “We live with one another in harmony. The Muslims participate in our religious celebrations and we do in theirs. Among them, however, there are also infiltrations of fundamentalist Islam. The local Islamic leaders are also worried about the influence of the foreign preachers that spread this radical view of the religion.”

“Another challenge for the Church,” Bishop Hourgo mentioned, “comes from the spread of sects from the United States. The sects have important resources, and have their eye mainly set on the youth, entering the schools and handing out money. The Church, however, is very appreciated by all the people – even by non-Catholics – for our social activities. There are 24 Catholic grade schools, as well as clinics and other health care facilities.”

“My hope comes from the faith of the Catholics in my Diocese. I especially have faith in the sense of self-denial that I see in my priests. I am grateful for the missionaries working in the Diocese and that form an important presence there. I wish there were more of them! The congregations we now have present are the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (who first evangelized the country), the Javerian missionaries, the PIME missionary priests, and a Holy Ghost Father,” Bishop Hourgo concluded. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2008)

VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Prayer is, longing for God

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Prayer, as such, has always had, and will continue to have, a central place in the life of the Church and in the life of the individual Christian, since it is an essential part of it: “'you worry and fret about so many things, and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part, and it is not to be taken from her.' " (Lk 10, 42). These words of Jesus addressed to Martha, the busy sister of Mary, could also be read as a continual call from the Lord to live a life of prayer, which is the essentiality of being a Christian. Is prayer not the “only one ” needed ? Is it not true that since prayer is a sort of spiritual breathing, without it, the soul has no life? Saint Alfonso Maria de’ Liguori wrote clearly: “those who pray save themselves, those who do not, dam themselves”. 

Certainly, we cannot become men and women of prayer in a day, it takes time. The path is long, as we see from the lives of the saints, who met with many difficulties before reaching a state of ' continual prayer' , that is, prayer of the heart: the heart beats incessantly, never stopping. In the same way the disposition of the soul should be a constant longing for Him. Of course, no one can ascend the “mount of prayer” alone; how true it is, especially for prayer life, that we can 'do nothing' without Jesus (Jn 15, 5)! 

We must set out with the right step, the step of humility. We are assured of this by an expert in prayer, Saint Teresa of Avila, who wrote that the house of prayer is built only on humility. Prayer starts and ends with humility. In her “Way of Perfection” we read: “I knew perfectly well that I had a soul, but I did not understand what that soul merited, or Who dwelt within it, until I closed my eyes to the vanities of this world in order to see it. I think, if I had understood then, as I do now, how this great King really dwells within this little palace of my soul, I should not have left Him alone so often, but should have stayed with Him and never have allowed His dwelling-place to get so dirty.” (Way of Perfection 28, 10-11).

God heeds and blesses prayers which are humble, coming from a humble heart, like that of a child. How humble was the prayer of the publican in the temple! Unlike the Pharisee who was also praying, the publican, not even daring to raise his eyes to heaven, beat his breast, begging for God's mercy (cfr. Lk 18, 13). 

The Lord desires to give us a life of prayer, but as the Gospel teaches, to do so he asks us to make a decision to pray “ pray continually” (Lk 18, 1). We must have that “resolute determination”, of which Teresa of Avila writes. We must make our whole life rotate around prayer so that "come what may" it becomes the hub, the centre, of our every action and plan. Once we undertake a way of prayer, perhaps after many unsuccessful attempts, insufficiently resolute, we should persevere, nothing must stop us.

Certainly numerous writings on prayer are found in the masters of the spiritual life, since the first necessity of man is to 'listen' to God and to 'speak' to God. We learn from the Gospels that one day the disciples said to Jesus: “teach us to pray” (Lk 11, 1)! This was not by chance. On this teaching and the consequent lesson learned, depends in fact the holiness of the disciple. But there are two categories of Christians: saints and failed saints. For the former, prayer was like breathing, for the latter, it was not!

So let us allow ourselves to be captivated by prayer, so that our soul may be ever more captivated by Jesus. On the subject of prayer another Doctor of the Church, Saint John Chrysostom, wrote: “There is nothing more worthwhile than to pray to God and to converse with him, for prayer unites us with God as his companions. As our bodily eyes are illuminated by seeing the light, so in contemplating God our soul is illuminated by him. Of course the prayer I have in mind is no matter of routine, it is deliberate and earnest. It is not tied down to a fixed timetable; rather it is a state which endures by night and day. Our soul should be directed in God, not merely when we suddenly think of prayer, but even when we are concerned with something else. If we are looking after the poor, if we are busy in some other way, or if we are doing any type of good work, we should season our actions with the desire and the remembrance of God. Through this salt of the love of God we can all become a sweet dish for the Lord. If we are generous in giving time to prayer, we will experience its benefits throughout our life.

Prayer is the light of the soul, giving us true knowledge of God. It is a link mediating between God and man…Prayer … gladdens the soul and gives repose to its affections. You should not think of prayer as being a matter of words. It is a desire for God, an indescribable devotion, not of human origin, but the gift of God's grace. To set about this prayer, paint the house of your soul with modesty and lowliness and make it splendid with the light of justice..." (From the homilies of St John Chrysostom, Bishop: homily 6 on prayer). (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2008)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Pope and the message of Lourdes: a trustworthy hope interrogates secularism

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Anyone who imagines that a revolution will resolve the problems and the life of a people or a nation for centuries, must think again. France today – like the rest of Europe – is shaken by migrations and a re-mixing of social classes. The Catholic Church herself in France, still intimidated, wonders at the miracle of her survival after Jacobinism and a wave of secularisation which left her socially irrelevant. Once again a lay head of state was needed to open a new perspective: “positive secularism”.

For some time, like a watchful sentinel, Joseph Ratzinger theologian and cardinal, had patiently woven discernment of Enlightenment, reason and healthy secularism; now that he is the Bishop of Rome, the net is gradually unravelling; a net whose ends have already been grasped in Germany and in Italy, by people who realise that Europeans cannot live as if God did not exist, without experiencing self-destruction and disintegration, the “leave-taking from history” of which Joseph Ratzinger has frequently warned.

Therefore the Holy Father's pastoral visit to France for the 150th anniversary of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Lourdes presents its own logic without contradictions: to announce to that great nation, after more than two hundred years of revolution, and once again in search of liberty, equality and fraternity, a theological hope which appeared, as always in gentle manner, on the edge of that great nation, to an illiterate young girl, in a remote Pyrenees town.

Benedict XVI wrote in the introduction to his encyclical: « SPE SALVI facti sumus » – ”—in hope we were saved, says Saint Paul to the Romans, and likewise to us (Rom 8:24). According to the Christian faith, “redemption”—salvation—is not simply a given. Redemption is offered to us in the sense that we have been given hope, trustworthy hope, by virtue of which we can face our present: the present, even if it is arduous, can be lived and accepted if it leads towards a goal, if we can be sure of this goal, and if this goal is great enough to justify the effort of the journey. Now the question immediately arises: what sort of hope could ever justify the statement that, on the basis of that hope and simply because it exists, we are redeemed? And what sort of certainty is involved here?”

“ The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man; it takes up the hopes that inspire men's activities and purifies them so as to order them to the Kingdom of heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; it sustains him during times of abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and led to the happiness that flows from charity.(1818).

Didn't Nietzsche say that if Christians sang better songs and looked like people who had been saved, he would have converted to Christianity? Now France receives a regenerating shock from the Pope, and what is more, as in the past, it is in harmony with Marian charisma that Petrine charisma moves. As Bernadette replied to those who accused her of deception: “I was asked by the Lady to tell you, not to convince you”. 

It would seem that God's method is always the same, as in Nazareth: “ Casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly.” 

Secularism – which for the people should mean something good, true and free - will be healthy and positive if it takes all this into account. And if it understands that Lourdes is much more than mere pious devotion. (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2008)

AMERICA/PANAMA - Bishop of Colon-Kuna Yala tells Agenzia Fides: “The great challenge is trying to draw the people back into the Church and getting Catholics to live their faith with fidelity, so they can be true witnesses for the community.”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “The great challenge is that large number of people who live in indifference,” Bishop Ausilio Aguilar of Colon-Kuna Yala (Panama) told Agenzia Fides while he was in Rome, participating in a study seminar held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, for the 104 recently appointed Bishops of ecclesiastical circumscriptions that depend on the Missionary Dicastery (see Fides 10/9/2008). Bishop Ausilio describes his diocese as “a missionary diocese in which many different groups live and work.” For example “there is a large population of people of African-descent, then there is an area of indigenous people. We also have farmers that live in the outskirts of the city and then there are urban and industrial area populated by foreigners and groups from other places that we have to learn to work with. So, there is a great diversity that we have to take into account when we go about our evangelization effort. There are various perspectives on life, on the Church, etc.”

For the Bishops, one of the main challenges is the large amount of people who live in indifference, “people who are baptized, but have later been led astray by the sects. Many of these even abandon the sects, on account of the lack of interest that they have.” So, this is our great challenge: “trying to draw the people back into the Church and getting Catholics to live their faith with fidelity, so they can be true witnesses for the community.”

Bishop Ausilio also mentioned the celebration of the Year of St. Paul in his diocese and the Great Continental Mission that is taking place in the entire continent, begun with the Encounter in Aparecida. “The Year of St. Paul is a part of the Great Mission. We have mainly focused on forming pastoral ministry workers so that they can be a reflection of Saint Paul in their lives.” The Diocese is also trying to live “what is indicated by the Church, the jubilee in the universal Church, and therefore, in our own diocese. We began the jubilee celebration in the Diocese and what we are most aiming at is to focus on Saint Paul, his mission in the Church and the treasures he has left behind for us.” As far as concrete activities is concerned, during this Year of St. Paul, “we have scheduled several seminars for laity and priests on the figure of St. Paul. We are also organizing an encounter for the closure of the Year.” Above all, the Bishop says, what they are most keen on is “preaching and making the faithful aware of the indulgences and the places where they can be obtained, so they can live this Jubilee Year to the fullest. As I said earlier, I think the most important thing is that the people become more familiar with St. Paul, that they not only know some parts of his writings from Sunday Mass, but that they really know the person of St. Paul and the love that he gave witness to, with all he did.”

As to the Continental Mission, the Diocese is now preparing the missionaries. “The Bishops’ Conference will launch the mission on the First Sunday of Lent (March 1, 2009), because in our country it is an important feast day, that of the National Shrine to Jesus of Nazareth. And that is where we will go to announce and launch the mission. Right now, the lay missionaries that will work on the mission are in training. We are also using the Aparecida Document, which is a great resource for the Church in Latin America and for our Diocese.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2008)

ASIA/INDIA - “Varanasi decided to send a peace mission... to spread the message of peace in Orissa.” An interview with the Bishop Raphy Manjaly of Varanasi.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – While there continues to be reports of anti-Christian violence in various Indian states such as Orissa, Karnataka, Madhya Pardesh, and Kerala, the Diocese of Varanasi has sent a peace mission, made up of members of various religions, to Orissa. The delegation will work to bring peace and harmony to the people there. This was what Agenzia Fides was told by Bishop Raphy Manjaly of Varanasi, who was recently in Rome participating in a study seminar held by the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, for Bishops ordained in the last two years. 

The Diocese of Varanasi is located in Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state in India, situated in the northeastern part of the country. His Excellency Raphy Manjaly was ordained a Bishop on April 30, 2007. There is a great diversity of religions in the area, including other Christian denominations, Buddhists, Muslims, and Hindus. Below is the text of the interview with the Bishop.

How would you describe your Diocese in general? 

The Diocese has a population of 19 million, about 18,000 of whom are Catholics. There are 119 priests, 50 parishes, and 450 religious sisters. 

The Diocese of Varanasi has been a privileged Diocese, because I think the Spirit is moving our Diocese. We have the Krist Bhakta Movement, which means the ‘movement of the devotees of Christ.’ It is run by Catholics, but the majority of non-Christians there are Hindus. Thousands of people come to listen to the word of God. In honor of the Year of Saint Paul we plan on creating more centers for proclaiming the Word of God. We hope to start a Bible Institute in Varanasi, to make the Word of God available to the people of our region in their own language, through translations, simplified versions of the Bible.

There is a fairly large representation of other non-Christian religions in your area. How is the Church in Varanasi responding to this situation?

We have found two principle means of action in this regards: carrying out interreligious dialogue, especially with the leaders of other religions and maintaining a healthy relationship with the mass media. 

In terms of interreligious dialogue, we make a great effort in organizing activities, attending one another’s celebrations. We come together for their joys, their festivals, if there is an important occasion for them. We have established the Maitri Bhavan Center for Interreligious Dialogue in the Diocese. Throughout the year, on various occasions, we have meetings, especially when we foresee that some problem could come. We try to take preventative measures. That is basically what we are trying to do: maintain a good relationship with the other leaders and faithful of other communities (Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and Buddhists). When there is no problem, also, we meet so that there is a relationship. We understand one another and we are able to work together for the good of society. Through this dynamic of frequent meetings, in spite of provocations, we are able to maintain peace.

We are also maintaining a good relationship with the media and this helps us to maintain the good relationship with other communities. The media reports on our works of mercy and works of charity. This is important because if there is no good media coverage, somebody else can come and spread bad information about us. 

How are relations with the Hindu groups in your area, in this time of tension throughout the country? 

The majority of Hindus are open to Christians. Since Varanasi has a good experience and long tradition of peaceful coexistence, Varanasi decided to send a peace mission to Orissa. They will probably go to the city of Cuttack and through talks, songs...they will try to spread the message of peace in Orissa. They will also be working with the people of good will of Orissa. Our Diocese also held two interreligious prayer meetings where we prayed for all those who suffered, regardless of their religious affiliation. We condemn the violence and we pray for the victims...for all those who are suffering, and for the dead. Baptisms must be done very discreetly, not in large numbers. But if someone requests Baptism, with good motives, because they love Christ and are convinced of His teachings, because He has worked miracles in their lives and they feel His power as God, then we receive them. (AR-PA) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2008)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Liturgy, the source of mission

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Church is well aware that she has no other source from which to draw strength for her mission, except the Lord Jesus Christ himself. The proper valuation and autonomy of the human sciences from history to philosophy, from psychology to sociology, etc., should never take the place of the supernatural criteria of spiritual discernment.

Christ, with his proposal to the heart of man, is the one and indispensable reference for the Church's mission. The source of this mission is then adoration of the Lord which is expressed principally in the Divine Liturgy.

Too many liturgies have been reduced to the “ anthropocentric self-contemplation” of man about man, almost impeding, through the verbosity of the celebrant, the convulsive rhythym of the music and the frenzy of movement, contact with the Mystery. The Church's Liturgy is essentially adoration of the Lord and, through the celebration of the divine mysteries the Church carries out her primary missionary activity.

It is necessary to rediscover awareness regarding the sole acting subject in the Liturgy: the Lord. The Holy people of God, and the celebrant, enter into the Liturgy, but they do not create it: the people and the celebrant are hosted by the Mystery and only awareness of this hospitality renders us capable of becoming, in turn, hospitable towards others.

When the Church prays to the Lord and intercedes for all mankind, through the sacred Liturgy, she engages in her first mission: the celebration of the Sacraments in itself is effective for salvation.

In so much organisation of pastoral activity today, missionary commitment would appear to be interrupted by liturgies, of which perhaps the proper significance is not sufficiently known. To baptise, to forgive sins, to celebrate the Eucharist, are actions which are far more powerfully salvific and missionary than any catechesis, meeting, academic lecture or ecclesial document. We must rediscover this awareness and with it, the indisposition of the Liturgy towards the subject caprice of liturgical creativity and the modern myth, democratically understood, of participation of the people.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church recalls: “ The liturgy is also a participation in Christ's own prayer addressed to the Father in the Holy Spirit. In the liturgy, all Christian prayer finds its source and goal. Through the liturgy the inner man is rooted and grounded in "the great love with which [the Father] loved us" in his beloved Son. It is the same "marvellous work of God" that is lived and internalised by all prayer, "at all times in the Spirit." (CCC 1073). (Agenzia Fides 25/09/2008)
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