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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – 31 May 2008

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE

Instrumentum mensis Maii 

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus V, Maius A.D. MMVIII

On the first Saturday of the month, May 3, the Holy Father Benedict XVI ha presided the recitation of the Holy Rosary in the Papal Basilica of St Mary Major in Rome. On 7 May in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus gave a concert on honour of the Pope. On that occasion the Holy Father said: “Music and art in general can be a privileged vehicle for fostering encounter, reciprocal knowledge and esteem among different peoples and cultures”. Addressing the participants at an International Congress on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of Pope Paul VI's encyclical ‘Humanae vitae’ the Holy Father said: “No mechanical tenique can replace the act of love exchanged by man and wife as a sign of a greater mystery in which they are protagonists and co-workers in creation”. On May 12, receiving in audience members of the Pro Life Movement he stressed the need for appropriate legislation to help the family “in its formation and its work of education in the difficult social context of today”, defining the Movement “most praiseworthy”. 

On 17 May the Holy Father Benedict XVI received in audience the participants at the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies whose “ charisma is to foster among Christians a passion for the Kingdom of God, to be established everywhere through the preaching of the Gospel ”. The same day he travelled to Savona and Genoa on a Pastoral Visit. Important stops included a private visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Guardia, at Cerànesi-Campomorrone, a visit to the Giannina Gaslini Children's Hospital and a meeting with young people, in Piazza Matteotti, in Genoa, with a mandate. On Thursday 22 May, Feast of Corpus Christi, the Pope presided Mass n front of the Catholic of St John in the Lateran and then led the Procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the Basilica of St Mary Major.

On the occasion of a Day of Prayer for the Church in China the Pope composed a special prayer to Our Lady Help of Christians, venerated at China's national Marian shrine at Sheshan, Shanghai. On 29 May the Holy Father in an address to the general assembly of the Italian Bishops Conference  the Pope spoke once again of the educative emergency which must be met with the evangelisation of the new generations. On Saturday 31 May at the end of the recitation of the Rosary in St Peter's Square the Pope encouraged the recitation of the rosary in families and parishes with new impulse so that “learning from Mary the lamp of the faith may shine ever brighter in Christian hearts and homes”.

In the month of May the Holy Father made several appeals for Myanmar devastated by cyclone Nargis (7 May), for an end to violence in Lebanon (11 May), for earthquake victims in China (14 May, 25 May)  

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 May 2008 – Audience with Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

3 May 2008 – Recitation of the Rosary at the Basilica of St Mary Major

4 May 2008 – Regina Caeli

4 May 2008 – Meeting with Italian Catholic Action

5 May 2008 – Audience with Pontifical Swiss Guards on occasion of new Guards' oath of allegiance 

6 May 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the victims of cyclone Nargis in Myanmar

7 May 2008 – General Audience

7 May 2008 – Concert offered by China Philharmonic Orchestra

8 May 2008 – Audience to participants in the pilgrimage led by Greek-Melkite Patriarch 

10 May 2008 – Audience with Hungarian Bishops on ad limina visit 

10 May 2008 – Audience participants at Congress to mark 40th anniversary of ‘Humanae vitae’

11 May 2008 – Regina Caeli

11 May 2008 – Papal Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost

12 May 2008 – Audience to members of Italian Pro Life Movement

14 May 2008 – General Audience

14 May 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin

15 May 2008 – Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples Plenary

15 May 2008 – Audience with participants at Ordo Virginum Congresso 

16 May 2008 – Audience with Catholic Bishops of Thailand on ad limina visit 

17 May 2008 – Audience to Bishops attending a Pontifical Council for the Laity Study Seminar 

17 May 2008 – Benedict XVI visits Savona and Genoa - Mass in Piazza del Popolo in Savona  

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - Visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Guardia and Giannina Gaslini Children's Hospital in Genoa

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - Meeting with young people in Piazza Matteotti 18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - Angelus 

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - Cathedral of San Lorenzo in Genoa, Meeting with members of the Cathedral Chapter and Consecrated persons 

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - Mass at Genoa in Piazza Vittoria 

21 May 2008 – General Audience

22 May 2008 - Mass in front of St John's Cathedral and Corpus Christi Procession

23 May 2008 – Requiem Mass for Cardinal Bernardin Gantin

23 May 2008 – Audience with participants at Pontifical Council for Social Communications Meeting

25 May 2008 - Angelus 

28 May 2008 – General Audience 

29 May 2008 – Audience to a group of Ambassadors for the presentation of Credential Letters 

29 May 2008 – Discourse to general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference 

30 May 2008 – Audience with Bishops of  Myanmar on their ad limina visit

30 May 2008 – Audience with members of the ‘Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice’ Foundation

31 May 2008 – Liturgy to close the Marian Month of May
VERBA PONTIFICIS
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QUAESTIONES

The Year of St Paul - AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Message of the Bishops for the Pauline Year: “a special time to reaffirm our commitment as members of the Church and renew our decision to follow Christ the Lord.”

Catastrophes - ASIA/MYANMAR - International community takes action to help the victims of Cyclone Nargis. Calculation of the exact number of victims has been impossible.

Catastrophes -  ASIA/CHINA - Chinese Catholics working on the front lines in the earthquake zone, expressing solidarity and spiritual support on behalf of all Catholics and invoking the Madonna of She Shan

Culture - EUROPE/ITALIA - “We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people”: professors of Rome’s universities reflect on Benedict XVI’s Letter on the urgent task of education

Culture - VATICAN - Congress for Catholic University Communications Departments: developing not only new technologies, but also knowledge and reflection

Education - AMERICA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - The Church is willing to support the new 10-Year Plan for Education, “in order to contribute to the process of guaranteeing a quality education based on genuine human values.”

Education - EUROPE/ITALY - “We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people”: professors of Rome’s universities reflect on Benedict XVI’s Letter on the urgent task of education

The Eucharist - AFRICA/ETHIOPIA - 3,000 people attend the closure of the Eucharistic Congress in Ethiopia with Cardinal Ivan Dias, Special Envoy of the Holy Father, who later proceeded to Djibouti

Eucharist -AFRICA/ETHIOPIA - 3,000 people attend the closure of the Eucharistic Congress in Ethiopia with Cardinal Ivan Dias, Special Envoy of the Holy Father, who later proceeded to Djibouti

Eucharist –AMERICA/PERU - 4th Symposium on the Eucharist 2008, on the quest “to begin a new pastoral era and greater missionary commitment”

Family - EUROPE/BELGIUM - Presentation of the report on “The Evolution of the Family in Europe 2008”: a need for establishing an authentic and effective, integral family policy of universal character

Family - VATICAN - Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of 

Migrants and Itinerant People: “The family, vital cell of every society, can remain united even amidst mobility”

Family –AMERICA/MEXICO - Letter from Cardinal Norberto Rivera to priests: “The celebration of the 6th World Family Encounter offers us the unique opportunity of renewing our commitment to Family Pastoral Care with enthusiasm, concrete initiatives, and a great evangelizing spirit.”

Day of Prayer for China - VATICAN - “God Bless China!”: Apostolic Blessing imparted by Cardinal Dias on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI at the close of the celebration for the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China 
Mission - EUROPE/SPAIN - Celebration for the Diocesan Missionary Day with a “missionary sending” Mass: “The Diocese that is not generous with those most in need, will not receive the God-given graces it needs.”

Mission VATICAN - Communication, intercultural relations, and mission: Congress at the Pontifical Urban University

Mission– AFRICA/UGANDA - “Apostles of Jesus,” first African missionary Congregation celebrates 40th anniversary in August

Mission - AMERICA/EL SALVADOR - First National Missionary Congress begins today, with the goal of spreading missionary awareness on all levels

Pontifical Mission Societies - AMERICA/COLOMBIA - 5th National Congress for the Holy Childhood Association, for children to listen, learn, and announce from their missionary experience that they are Christ’s witnesses among other children

Pontifical Mission Societies - EUROPE/POLAND - Holy Childhood Association meets in anticipation for the National HCA Congress commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Association’s presence in the country

The Blessed Virgin Mary - ASIA/CAMBODIA - A statue of Our Lady of Lourdes found by fishermen in Mekong waters, where it had left during the war 33 years ago

Violence – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “May the international community intervene to place an end to the violence”: appeal from the Bishops of Southern Africa

Violence – AMERICA/MEXICO - The Church requests that the wave of violence and murder end, as it is “a grave threat to Mexico’s peace and reveals the breakdown of the social fabric”

Life - EUROPE/ENGLAND - The Church defines the creation of hybrid embryos as “intrinsically immoral” because it “violates the human rights of the unborn and can give way to monstrous aberrations.”

Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Bishops reaffirm their commitment to fight for life, in the face of the Supreme

SUPER QUESTIONES

EUROPE/ITALY - “Our mission…is on all human frontiers”: Interview with Monsignor Massimo Camisasca, Superior General of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi: “Veni Sancte Spiritus, Veni per Mariam”

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI at the close of the Concert in his honor, given by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus: “Music, and art in general, can serve as a privileged instrument for encounter and reciprocal knowledge and esteem between different populations and cultures.”

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitello - Since Pentecost the universal Church precedes every particular Church

VATICAN - Pontifical Commission for Latin America celebrates 50 years at the service of the Church in the “Continent of Hope”

AMERICA/PERU - “Aparecida is a voice of hope and a call to strengthen our Catholic identity, the sacramental life, and charity.” Interview with the Archbishop of Lima, Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani

VATICAN - The death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Dean Emeritus of the College of Cardinals, first African appointed by the Pope to a prominent position in the Roman Curia

ASIA/CHINA - 1.3 billion “thank-yous” to the Holy Father from Chinese Catholics, on behalf of the entire Chinese population: “The Pope has given us an energy boost on all levels.”

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - An educative emergency

VATICAN - General Annual Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies: interview with Archbishop Henryk Hoser, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies

VATICAN - Archbishop Henryk Hoser, Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, appointed by the Pope to be Archbishop of Warsaw-Praga. Bishop Vacchelli will be new President of PMS

ASIA/MYANMAR – “Let us demonstrate our solidarity with victims of Cyclone Nargis 

VATICAN - May 30: World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 May 2008 – Audience with participants at the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences
VATICAN - Pope at the plenary session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences: “the responsibility of Christians to work for peace and justice, their irrevocable commitment to build up the common good, is inseparable from their mission to proclaim the gift of eternal life.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “How can solidarity and subsidiarity work together in the pursuit of the common good in a way that not only respects human dignity, but also allows it to flourish?” This is the central question of the 14th Plenary Session of the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences taking place at the Vatican (May 2-6), with the theme: “Pursuing the Common Good: How Solidarity and Subsidiarity Can Work Together,” and that has been revisited by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his audience with the participants of the Plenary, on May 3. 
In an attentive examination of the meaning of terms, one can see that “the human dignity is the intrinsic value of a person created in the image and likeness of God and redeemed by Christ,” the Pope explained. “The totality of social conditions allowing persons to achieve their communal and individual fulfillment is known as the common good. Solidarity refers to the virtue enabling the human family to share fully the treasure of material and spiritual goods, and subsidiarity is the coordination of society’s activities in a way that supports the internal life of the local communities.” These definitions,” the Pope said, “are adequately grasped only when linked organically to one another and seen as mutually supportive of one another.” 
“The solidarity that binds the human family, and the subsidiary levels reinforcing it from within,” Benedict XVI affirmed, “must however always be placed within the horizon of the mysterious life of the Triune God, in whom we perceive an ineffable love shared by equal, though nonetheless distinct, Persons.” Thus, “the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity are undoubtedly enriched by our belief in the Trinity, but especially in the sense that these principles have the potential to place men and women on the path to discovering their definitive, supernatural destiny... Consequently, the responsibility of Christians to work for peace and justice, their irrevocable commitment to build up the common good, is inseparable from their mission to proclaim the gift of eternal life to which God has called every man and woman.”
Examining the principles of solidarity and subsidiarity at the light of the Gospel, the Holy Father pointed out that they are not merely “horizontal.” Rather, they both have an essentially vertical dimension: “Jesus commands us to do unto others as we would have them do unto us ; to love our neighbor as ourselves...In this sense, true solidarity, though it begins with an acknowledgment of the equal worth of the other, comes to fulfillment only when I willingly place my life at the service of the other. Herein lies the 'vertical' dimension of solidarity: I am moved to make myself less than the other so as to minister to his or her needs... Similarly, subsidiarity -- insofar as it encourages men and women to enter freely into life-giving relationships with those to whom they are most closely connected and upon whom they most immediately depend, and demands of higher authorities respect for these relationships -- manifests a 'vertical' dimension pointing toward the Creator of the social order... When those responsible for the public good attune themselves to the natural human desire for self-governance based on subsidiarity, they leave space for individual responsibility and initiative, but most importantly, they leave space for love, which always remains 'the most excellent way.’ In revealing the Father’s love, Jesus has taught us not only how to live as brothers and sisters here on earth; he has shown us that he himself is the way to perfect communion with one another and with God in the world to come.” Concluding his address, the Pontiff encouraged all “to survey both the 'vertical' and 'horizontal' dimensions of solidarity and subsidiarity,” in order to “propose more effective ways of resolving the manifold problems besetting mankind at the threshold of the third millennium.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/5/2008; righe 49, parole 638)

3 May 2008 – Recitation of the Rosary at the Basilica of St Mary Major

VATICAN - “The Holy Rosary is not a pious practice consigned to the past, as if it were an outdated prayer to be recalled with nostalgia. On the contrary, the Rosary is experiencing a new springtime,” the Pope affirmed at the Basilica of Saint Mary Major.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The Holy Rosary is not a pious practice consigned to the past, as if it were an outdated prayer to be recalled with nostalgia. On the contrary, the Rosary is experiencing a new springtime. This is certainly one of the most eloquent signs of the love that the younger generations have for Jesus and His Mother Mary.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI after reciting the Holy Rosary, as he addressed the faithful gathered in the Basilica of St. Mary Major in the afternoon, on May 3, First Saturday of the month. 
In his address, the Pope recalled that for the people of his generation, “May evenings bring to mind the dear memories of late afternoon gatherings in honor of Our Lady,” however today, as well, we are witnessing almost a “new springtime” for the Rosary. “In today’s world, which is so dispersive, this prayer helps us to place Christ at the center,” the Pope said, “like the Virgin Mary, who meditated in Her heart all that was said of Her Son, as well as all that He said and did. When we pray the Rosary, we relive the important and significant moments in salvation history; we retrace the various events in Christ’s mission. With Mary, our hearts are led to the mystery of Jesus. Christ becomes the center of our life, of our time, and of our cities, through the contemplation and the meditation of His holy mysteries of joy, light, sorrow, and glory.”
Concluding his address, Pope Benedict XVI encouraged all to remain spiritually united to the Virgin Mary in constant prayer throughout the entire month and especially “in these days of preparation for the Solemnity of Pentecost...praying that the Church may receive a renewed infusion of the Holy Spirit.” He also asked for prayers for the most urgent intentions of His ministry, the needs of the Church, and the great problems of humanity: “peace in the world, the unity of all Christians, dialogue among all cultures.” Lastly, in directing his thought especially to Rome and Italy, he asked for prayers for the successful accomplishment of the pastoral goals of the Diocese and for a stable development for the country. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/5/2008; righe 27, parole 370) 

4 May 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - On the Solemnity of the Ascension, Benedict XVI recalls that “Jesus encourages us not to remain looking up at the sky, but to unite ourselves in prayer, invoking the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “In His discourses to the disciples, Jesus often insisted on the importance of His ‘return to the Father,’ the crowning of His entire mission. Indeed he came into the world to bring man back to God, not at the level of ideas -- like a philosopher or a master of wisdom -- but in reality, like the shepherd who wants to bring his sheep back into the sheepfold.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the crowds of faithful that filled St. Peter’s Square on the morning of Sunday, May 4, for the recitation of the Regina Caeli. The Solemnity of the Lord’s Ascension was celebrated on the previous Thursday in the Vatican and in other countries, in accordance with the Acts of the Apostles, which narrates the event as having occurred 40 days after the Resurrection. 
“This ‘exodus’ towards the heavenly homeland, that Jesus Himself lived - He did so completely for us,” the Holy Father said. “It was for us that he came down from heaven and for us that he ascended into heaven, after having been made like us in all things... God in man -- man in God: Now this is not a theoretical truth but a real truth. For this reason, Christian hope, founded in Christ, is not an illusion but, as the Letter to the Hebrews says, 'in him we have an anchor of our life,' (Heb 6:19) an anchor that penetrates heaven, where Christ has gone before us.”
Focusing on the meaning of Mary’s presence among us, the Holy Father recalled that “Turning our gaze to her, like the first disciples did, we are immediately directed to the reality of Jesus: The Mother points to the Son, who is no longer among us physically but awaits us in the Father's house. Jesus encourages us not to remain looking up at the sky, but to unite ourselves together in prayer, invoking the gift of the Holy Spirit. In fact, only to those who 'are born again from above', meaning from the Holy Spirit, is opened the entrance to the Kingdom of heaven, and the first one 'born again from above' is precisely the Virgin Mary.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/5/2008; righe 25, parole 366)

See the text of the Pope's address

http://evangelizatio.org/portale/
4 May 2008 – Meeting with Italian Catholic Action

VATICAN - Pope tells Italy’s Catholic Action: “May you always know how to live up to the greatness of your Baptism, for the salvation of every man you meet and for a world that thirsts for peace and truth.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “In a missionary Church, placed before an educational emergency like the one found in Italy today, you who love and serve it should be tireless announcers and prepared, generous educators; in a Church called to trials of faithfulness that are sometimes very demanding, and tempted to adaptation, you must be courageous and prophetic witnesses of the radical nature of the Gospel; in a Church that faces the relativistic, hedonistic, and consumerist mentality on a daily basis, you must be able to make more room for rationality under the banner of a faith that is the friend of intelligence, both in the area of popular mass culture, and in that of more elaborate and reflective research; in a Church that calls to the heroism of sanctity, respond without fear, always trusting in the mercy of God.” This was the “advice” that the Holy Father Benedict XVI gave to the members of Catholic Action in Italy, in an address he made following the recitation of the Regina Caeli on Sunday, May 4. Thousands of members of the organization filled St. Peter’s Square participated in a Mass presided by Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, President of the Italian Bishops’ Conference, in honor of Catholic Action’s 140th anniversary of foundation. 

Reflecting on the number of saints, blesseds, venerables, and servants of God from among the ranks of Catholic Action, whose portraits lined the columns of Saint Peter’s Square, the Pope recalled that for Catholic Action, they were “the most authentic identification card,” and encouraged the children, youth, and adults to make their lives “a testimony of communion with the Lord that becomes an authentic masterpiece of holiness.” “This will certainly be possible,” the Holy Father said, “if Catholic Action continues to be faithful to its own profound roots of faith, sustained by a total adhesion to the Word of God, an unconditional love for the Church, a careful participation in civil life, and a constant effort in formation. Dear friends, be generous in responding to the this call to holiness, in the ways that most befit your situation as lay faithful! May you continue to be inspired by the three great ‘directives’ that my predecessor, the Servant of God John Paul II, gave you in Loreto in 2004: contemplation, communion, and mission.”

Benedict XVI later reaffirmed the value, even in our day, of the vocations that distinguish Catholic Action, exhorting its members to “continue with generosity” in their service to the Church, “in a spirit of intimate communion with the Successor of Peter and of active collaboration with [the Church’s] Pastors,” thus incarnating “a balanced and fruitful ministry between the universal Church and the local Church,” that requires a constant effort in contributing to communion. The Holy Father continued: “Illumined and sustained by the work of the Holy Spirit and remaining firmly rooted on the path of the Church, you are led with courage, on the quest for the ever-new synthesis between the proclamation of salvation in Christ to the man of our time and the promotion of the integral well-being of the person and of the entire human family.”

After having pointed out that Italy has always been able to rely on the men and women with formation in Catholic Action, “willing to serve, in any cause for the common good, in order to contribute to the establishment of a just order in society and in the State,” Benedict XVI concluded his address to the members of Catholic Action with these words: “May you always know how to live up to the greatness of your Baptism, for the salvation of every man you meet and for a world that thirsts for peace and truth...Intensify your prayer, conform your conduct to the eternal values of the Gospel, allowing yourselves to be guided by the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church. The Pope accompanies you, recalling you in constant prayer to the Lord.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/5/2008; righe 48, parole 650)

 (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 5/5/2008; righe 44, parole 604)

5 May 2008 – Audience with Pontifical Swiss Guards on occasion of new Guards' oath of allegiance VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Swiss Guards: “Your historic uniforms speak to the pilgrims and tourists, from every part of the world, of your commitment to serve God by serving the 'servant of his servants.’”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Five centuries after the foundation of the Corps, the spirit of faith remains unchanged which encourages young Swiss to leave their beautiful land to come and serve the Pope in the Vatican. The love for the Catholic Church remains the same, to which you bear witness, rather than with words, with your bodies which, thanks to the characteristic uniforms, are easily recognizable at the entrance to the Vatican and to pontifical audiences. Your historic uniforms speak to the pilgrims and tourists, from every part of the world, of your commitment to serve God by serving the 'servant of His servants.'” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the Corps of the Pontifical Swiss Guard, whom he received in an audience on May 5, in honor of the oath of allegiance that will be taken by the new Swiss Guards, who were accompanied by their family members. 

Addressing the new recruits, the Holy Father encouraged them, above all, to assimilate “this Christian and ecclesial spirit which is the foundation and the motor of all the activities you will undertake.” He continued: “Always cultivate prayer and spiritual life, also by taking advantage of the crucial presence of your chaplain. Be open, straightforward and loyal. Learn how to appreciate the differences of personality and character that exist among you, because under the uniform each one is a unique and irreplaceable person called by God to serve His Kingdom of love and peace. As you are aware, the Swiss Guard is also a school of life and during their period of service in the Vatican, many of your predecessors were able to discover their own vocation: to Christian marriage, to the priesthood, to consecrated life. This is a reason to praise God, but also to appreciate your Corps.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/5/2008; righe 22, parole 300)
6 May 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the victims of cyclone Nargis in Myanmar

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI expresses his condolences for the victims of cyclone Nargis in Myanmar

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI sent a telegram expressing his condolences, via Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, to the President of the Bishops Conference of Myanmar, Archbishop Paul Zinghtung Grawng, for the victims recently struck by Cyclone Nargis, which hit the southern part of the country. The text reads: “Deeply saddened by news of the tragic aftermath of the recent cyclone, the Holy Father expresses his heartfelt sympathy. With prayers for the victims and their families, he invokes God's peace upon the dead and divine strength and comfort upon the homeless and all who are suffering. Confident that the international community will respond with generous and effective relief to the needs of your countrymen, His Holiness asks you to convey his solidarity and concern to the civil authorities and to all the beloved people of Myanmar. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2008; righe 12, parole 147)

7 May 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the General Audience greets Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians, and speaks of the “work of the Holy Spirit towards unity.” Appeal for Myanmar.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - At this week’s General Audience on May 7, His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians, was present on his official visit and at the beginning of the catechesis, he was greeted by the Holy Father Benedict XVI with these words: “I would like to once again express my joy for the opportunity of greeting you this morning. Your presence today revives our hope for the full unity of all Christians.” After thanking him for his welcoming of the Cardinal Secretary of State in his visit to Armenia, Benedict XVI mentioned the “unforgettable visit of the Catholicos to Rome in 2000, soon after your election.” The Holy Father then spoke of the “commitment of the Armenian Apostolic Church to ecumenical dialogue,” recalling that, “these days of preparation that immediately precede the Solemnity of Pentecost stimulate us to renew our hope in the help of the Holy Spirit to advance along the path of ecumenism. We have the certainty that the Lord Jesus never abandons us in our search for unity, because His Spirit is tirelessly at work to support the efforts we make to overcome all forms of division and to mend every tear in the living cloth of the Church.”

According to the Gospel account, in the final days of His earthly mission, Jesus promised His disciples that He would send the Holy Spirit “so that they might continue to perceive His presence.” The Gospels say that following the Resurrection, Jesus entered the Cenacle and “greeted the disciples with the words ‘Peace be with you’ and breathing on them said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ He gave them the authority to forgive sins. The Holy Spirit, therefore, appears here as a power for the forgiveness of sins, for the renewal of our hearts and our lives...Thus, on the feast of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was shown through other signs: an impetuous wind, tongues of fire, and the apostles speaking all languages. This was the sign that the Babylonian dispersion, fruit of the pride which divides mankind, was overcome in the Spirit, which is charity and gives us unity in diversity. Since the first moment of her existence the Church, thanks to the power of the Holy Spirit, has spoken in all tongues and lived in all cultures. She destroys nothing of their history and gifts, but assumes them all in a great and new unity, which reconciles unity with the multiplicity of forms.” 

The Pontiff said that the Holy Spirit “unites divided man in divine charity and thus creates the great and manifold community which is the Church in all the world.” He later recalled the prayer of the disciples with Mary, gathered in the Cenacle, after Jesus’ Ascension: “They knew that alone they couldn't found, organize the Church: the Church had to be established and organized by a divine initiative; it is not a creature of ours, but rather a gift of God. Only in this way is unity also created, a unity that has to grow. The Church in all times, and in particular in those nine days between the Ascension and Pentecost, unites itself spiritually in the Cenacle with the apostles and with Mary to implore incessantly for the effusion of the Holy Spirit. Moved by the impetuous wind it will be capable of announcing the Gospel to the furthest confines of the earth.”

At the close of his catechesis, the Holy Father pointed out that Christians cannot resign themselves, nor give in to discouragement in the midst of difficulties and divisions, because the Lord asks them to “hold fast in prayer to keep alive the flames of faith, charity and hope, which nourish the longing for full unity.” Recalling the centrality of prayer in the road of ecumenical dialogue, which he had mentioned in his recent visit to the United States of America, he invoked the gifts of the Holy Spirit upon all Christians, “so that in the joint and generous service of the Gospel they may be a sign in the world of God's love for humanity.”

At the close of the Audience, the Pope made an appeal for Myanmar, saying, “I make my own the cry of pain and the call for assistance of the dear people of Myanmar, who without warning saw so many lives, and so much property and means of sustenance destroyed by the terrifying violence of the cyclone Nargis. As I already said in the message of solidarity I sent to the President of the Episcopal Conference, I remain spiritually close to the people affected. I would also like to repeat to everyone my call to open their hearts to pity and generosity so that, thanks to the collaboration of people who can and wish to bring help, the suffering caused by such an immense tragedy may be relieved.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2008; righe 58, parole 806)

7 May 2008 – Concert offered by China Philharmonic Orchestra

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI at the close of the Concert in his honor, given by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus: “Music, and art in general, can serve as a privileged instrument for encounter and reciprocal knowledge and esteem between different populations and cultures.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Wednesday, May 7, at 6pm in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican, there was a Concert given by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus in honor of the Holy Father Benedict XVI. The Philharmonic Orchestra and the Chorus, directed by Conductor Long Yu, performed the Requiem Mass in D Minor KV 626 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Prior to the Concert, Conductor Long Yu addressed his greetings to the Holy Father and at the close of the evening, the Holy Father addressed those present with the following words: 

“Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends!

Another high-quality musical performance sees us gathered once again in the Paul VI Audience Hall. For me and for all of us here, it takes on a particular value and meaning. Since it is offered and performed by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus, it puts us in touch, as it were, with the living reality of the world of China. I thank the choir and orchestra for this generous tribute and I congratulate the organizers and the artists for their skilful, refined and elegant performance of a musical work that forms part of the artistic heritage of all humanity. In a group of such accomplished artists, we see represented the great cultural and musical tradition of China, and this performance helps us to understand better the history of the Chinese people, their values and their noble aspirations. Heartfelt thanks for this gift! Thanks also for the music that is about to be performed! I extend sincere thanks not only to the promoters and the artists, but to all those who, in different ways, took part in arranging this truly unique event.

It is worth emphasizing that this performance by Chinese artists of one of Mozart’s greatest works brings together their own musical talent and Western music. Conductor Long Yu, with his orchestra, the soloists and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus have comfortably risen to the challenge. Music, and art in general, can serve as a privileged instrument for encounter and reciprocal knowledge and esteem between different populations and cultures; a means attainable by all for valuing the universal language of art.

There is another aspect that I wish to emphasize. I note with pleasure the interest shown by your orchestra and choir in European religious music. This shows that it is possible, in different cultural settings, to enjoy and appreciate sublime manifestations of the spirit such as Mozart’s Requiem which we have just heard, precisely because music expresses universal human sentiments, including the religious sentiment, which transcends the boundaries of every individual culture.

I should also like to say a word regarding this place where we have come together this evening. It is the great hall in which the Pope receives his guests and meets those who come to visit him. It is like a window opening onto the world, a place where people from all over the world often meet, with their own personal stories and their own culture, all of them welcomed with esteem and affection. In greeting you this evening, dear Chinese artists, the Pope intends to reach out to your entire people, with a special thought for those of your fellow citizens who share faith in Jesus and are united through a particular spiritual bond with the Successor of Peter. The Requiem came into being through this faith as a prayer to God, the just and merciful judge, and that is why it touches the hearts of all people, as an expression of humanity’s universal aspirations. Finally, as I thank you once again for this most welcome tribute, I send my greetings, through you, to all the people of China as they prepare for the Olympic Games, an event of great importance for the entire human family.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2008; righe 50, parole 639) 

8 May 2008 – Audience to participants in the pilgrimage led by Greek-Melkite Patriarch 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells pilgrims from the Melkite Greek Catholic Patriarchate that the Pauline Year should involve “an intense pastoral outreach to awaken in the faithful a new impetus to know ever more closely the person of Christ, thanks to a renewed reading of Paul's writings.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the morning of Thursday, May 8, the Holy Father Benedict XVI received a group of pilgrims from the Greek Melkite-Catholic Patriarchate of Antioch, led by Patriarch Gregorios III Laham. After greeting members of the pilgrimage, the Pope spoke of their connection with the Apostle Paul, saying: “On drawing near to the beginning of the year dedicated to St. Paul, I cannot forget that the seat of your patriarchy is established in the city of Damascus, on the road to which the apostle lived the event that transformed his existence and opened the doors of Christianity to all the nations. I encourage you to carry out, therefore on the occasion of this event, an intense pastoral outreach to awaken in the faithful a new impetus to know ever more closely the person of Christ, thanks to a renewed reading of Paul's writings. This focus give fruitful testimony among men today and will also guarantee a thriving future for the Melkite Church.”

After observing the primary importance of the Bishops’ Synod, which is necessary “every time the right allows for it, above all when it has to do with questions related to those same bishops, to give this venerable institution and not only the Permanent Synod, the standing it merits,” the Pope made reference to the ecumenical outreach that is performed by the Melkite-Catholic Church and the stable fraternal relations maintained with their Orthodox brethren. “The commitment to the search for unity of all Jesus' disciples is an urgent obligation, that comes from that ardent desire of the Lord Himself. Therefore, everything possible must be done to tear down the walls of division and mistrust that prevent us from achieving it. Nevertheless, we cannot lose sight of the fact that the search for unity is a task that concerns not only a particular Church but the entire Church, in respect of its nature.” Benedict XVI later recalled that “unity is not the fruit of human activity; rather it is above all, a gift of the Holy Spirit” and with that, he invited all to pray to the Holy Spirit, “so that He may help us to all work together towards unity.”

In the conclusion of his address, the Pope expressed his appreciation for their good relations maintained with the Muslims and for their efforts to resolves the problems that arise. “I am delighted, therefore, to see that in line with Vatican Council II, the Melkite Church has sincerely sought mutual understanding and the promotion and a shared defense of social justice, moral values, peace, and freedom with the Muslims to the benefit of all.” 

In closing, Benedict XVI mentioned the “the troubled and at times dramatic context of the Middle East,” where “the Church finds itself faced with situations where politics plays a role that is not indifferent to its life.” And he continued saying, “that is why it is important to maintain contacts with the political authorities and institutions and the different political parties. Nevertheless, it does not fall to the clergy to dedicate themselves to a political life. That is the duty of the laity. The Church, however, should propose the light of the Gospel to all so that all may dedicate themselves to serve the common good and so that justice may always prevail, so that the path to peace for all peoples in this much loved region may be opened.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2008; righe 41, parole 569)

10 May 2008 – Audience with Hungarian Bishops on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - The Pope tells Hungarian Bishops: “the crisis of the family presents a great challenge for the Church, as it places in question conjugal fidelity and, more in general, the values on which society is based.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The first to pay the price in the spread of secularization, is the family, that in Hungary is also experiencing a serious crisis. The symptoms are evident in the declining number of marriages and the impressive rise in the number of divorces, oftentimes untimely. There is thus an increase in the number of so-called ‘de facto couples,’ You yourselves have criticized the public recognition of homosexual unions, as they not only go against the teachings of the Church, but also against the Hungarian Constitution. This situation, together with the lack of support for large families, has led to a drastic decline in the birth-rate, even more acute with the spread of abortion.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his address to the Hungarian Catholic Bishops’ Conference, whom he received in an audience of May 10, on the occasion of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit. 

“Naturally, the crisis of the family presents a great challenge for the Church, as it places in question conjugal fidelity and, more in general, the values on which society is based. It is evident, therefore, that after the family, those who must suffer from this difficulty are the youth. In the cities, the youth are attracted by new forms of entertainment and in the smaller towns, they are often abandoned on their own.” The Holy Father expressed his appreciation for the initiatives carried out by the Church, “though with the limited means at her disposal, to animate the world of youth with formational activities and friendships that stimulate their sense of responsibility.” This field also includes the activity of choirs, with the incentive of spreading sacred music, and the support of Catholic schools and the Catholic University of Budapest, the evangelization of the culture, including through the mass media, in which the Church there has made great advances. 

In his address, the Pope recalled that “the long period of communist rule left a deep mark on the Hungarian people, and even today its consequences are evident, particularly in the difficulty many find in trusting others, a typical trait of people who have long lived in an atmosphere of suspicion. The sense of insecurity is accentuated by the difficult economic situation, which thoughtless consumerism does nothing to improve. People, including Catholics, suffer from that 'weakness' of thought and will which is so common in our times.” “In this context,” Benedict XVI continued, “In such a situation the Church must certainly be a teacher, but always and above all a mother, so as to favor the development of reciprocal trust and the promotion of hope.”

The Pontiff pointed out the Bishops’ effort in “maintaining the faith of the people alive” through the organization of traditional activities “as pilgrimages and expressions of veneration to Hungarian saints,” and expressed his concern for “the lack of priests and the consequent overburden of pastoral work on the current ministers of the Church.” In this context, he encouraged the priests to nurture their spiritual life, so that they might “remain able to discern the essential from the secondary, identifying the right priorities for everyday life.”

“Despite secularization the Catholic Church remains, for many Hungarians, the religious community of choice or, at least, an important point of reference. It is therefore to be hoped that relations with State authorities remain characterized by respectful collaboration, thanks also to bilateral agreements...which will be a benefit to the entire Hungarian society, especially in the area of education and culture.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2008; righe 44, parole 581)

10 May 2008 – Audience to participants at Congress promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University on 40th Anniversary ‘Humanae vitae’

VATICAN – The Pope says on 40th anniversary of Humanae vitae encyclical: “in the light of new scientific discoveries, his teaching is more than ever pertinent and provokes reflection on the intrinsic values it possesses ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “My Predecessor of venerable memory, the Servant of God Paul VI, published his Encyclical Letter Humanae Vitae on 25 July 1968. The Document very soon became a sign of contradiction… all too often misunderstood and misinterpreted, also sparked much discussion because it was published at the beginning of profound contestation that marked the lives of entire generations. Forty years after its publication this teaching not only expresses its unchanged truth but also reveals the farsightedness with which the problem is treated.”. The Holy Father Benedict XVI said this on the 10th  May when he addressed the participants at an international congress organised by the Pontifical Lateran University to mark the 40th anniversary of the Encyclical ‘Humanae vitae’.

The Pope recalled that conjugal love can never be closed to the gift of human life: “Life is always a precious gift; every time we witness its beginnings we see the power of the creative action of God who trusts man and thus calls him to build the future with the strength of hope”. Today as yesterday the Magisterium of the Church has the duty to reflect on the fundamental principles regarding marriage and procreation, said the Pope said, emphasising “The truth expressed in Humanae Vitae does not change; on the contrary, precisely in the light of the new scientific discoveries, its teaching becomes more timely and elicits reflection on the intrinsic value it possesses. The key word to enter coherently into its content remains "love".”. Citing his Encyclical Deus caritas est, Benedict XVI said that if man is robbed of his unity of body and soul “the value of the person is lost and there is a serious risk of considering the body a commodity that can be bought or sold”. He continued: “If the practice of sexuality becomes a drug that seeks to enslave one's partner to one's own desires and interests, without respecting the cycle of the beloved, then what must be defended is no longer solely the true concept of love but in the first place the dignity of the person. As believers, we could never let the domination of technology invalidate the quality of love and the sacredness of life.”.

With regard to God's free act of love in Creation, Benedict XVI said “In the fruitfulness of conjugal love, the man and the woman share in the Father's creative act and make it clear that at the origin of their spousal life they pronounce a genuine "yes" which is truly lived in reciprocity, remaining ever open to life.… Natural law, which is at the root of the recognition of true equality between persons and peoples, deserves to be recognized as the source that inspires the relationship between the spouses in their responsibility for begetting new children. The transmission of life is inscribed in nature and its laws stand as an unwritten norm to which all must refer.”

The Holy Father then spoke of the urgent need to rediscover “a new covenant that has always been fruitful when it has been respected; it puts reason and love first”, highlighting that the emergence of responsibility for human life renders fecund the reciprocal gift of self. “No mechanical technique can substitute the act of love that husband and wife exchange as the sign of a greater mystery which (as protagonists and sharers in creation) sees them playing the lead and sharing in creation.”.

Lastly Benedict XVI confirmed the urgency of formation in the face of sad vicissitudes involving adolescents today, “whose reactions show their incorrect knowledge of the mystery of life and of the risky implications of their actions”, expressing the wish that “that young people in particular will be given very special attention so that they may learn the true meaning of love and prepare for it with an appropriate education in sexuality, without letting themselves be distracted by ephemeral messages that prevent them from reaching the essence of the truth at stake. To circulate false illusions in the context of love or to deceive people concerning the genuine responsibilities that they are called to assume with the exercise of their own sexuality does not do honour to a society based on the principles of freedom and democracy.”. The Pontiff concluded “The teaching expressed by the Encyclical Humanae Vitae is not easy. Yet it conforms with the fundamental structure through which life has always been transmitted since the world's creation, with respect for nature and in conformity with its needs.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2008; righe 49, parole 720)

11 May 2008 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - Pope’s exhortation in the Regina Caeli on Pentecost: “Let us rediscover the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit; let us be aware again of our Baptism and of our Confirmation, sources of grace that are always present”; appeal for Lebanon.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost, the ancient Hebrew feast that commemorated the Covenant of God with His people on Mount Sinai. It became a Christian feast on account of all that occurred on that day, 50 days after Jesus’ Resurrection,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI told pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter’s Square on Sunday, May 11, prior to the recitation of the Regina Caeli. 

Recalling the passage from the Acts of the Apostles that tells of the descent of the Holy Spirit “as wind and flame” upon the Apostles gathered in the Upper Room, who are then “sent to announce in many languages the Good News of Christ’s Resurrection,” the Pope explained that “Jesus' whole mission was aimed at giving the Spirit of God to men and baptizing them in the 'bath' of regeneration. This was realized through his glorification, that is, through his death and resurrection: then the Spirit of God was poured out in a super-abundant way.”

Pentecost is presented as “the crowning moment of Jesus' whole mission,” the Pope continued. In a “special way, the baptism of the Church who undertakes her universal mission... In this baptism of the Holy Spirit, the personal and communal dimensions -- the 'I' of the disciple and the 'we' of the Church -- are inseparable. The Spirit consecrates the person and at the same time makes him a living member of the mystical body of Christ, participant in the mission to witness to his love. And this reality is actualized through the sacraments of Christian initiation: Baptism and Confirmation.”

As he had already mentioned to the youth, in his Message for the upcoming World Youth Day, on Pentecost the Holy Father renewed his invitation to them, saying: “Let us rediscover, dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit; let us be aware again of our baptism and of our confirmation, sources of grace that are always present.” He then invoked the Virgin Mary, asking that She grant a “renewed Pentecost for the Church again today, a Pentecost that will spread in everyone the joy of living and witnessing to the Gospel.”

After the Marian prayer, the Pope launched this appeal for Lebanon: “I have been following with great concern in recent days, the situation in Lebanon, where political initiatives having stalled, verbal violence and then armed confrontations followed, with many dead and wounded. Even if in these last hours the tensions have slackened, I believe that it is a duty today to exhort the Lebanese to abandon every argument for aggressive opposition that would cause their country irreparable damage. Dialogue, mutual understanding and the search for reasonable compromise are the only way to restore to Lebanon its institutions, and to the people, the necessary security for a daily life that is dignified and rich with hope for tomorrow. May Lebanon, through the intercession of Our Lady of Lebanon, know how to respond with courage to its vocation of being, for the Middle East and for the whole world, a sign of the real possibility of constructive and peaceful coexistence among people. The different communities that make up Lebanon, as the post-Synodal exhortation 'A New Hope for Lebanon' observed, are at the same time 'a richness, an originality and a difficulty. But bringing Lebanon to life is a common task for all of its inhabitants. Together with the Virgin Mary in prayer at Pentecost, we ask that Almighty God grant an abundant outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of unity and concord, who inspires inspirations of peace and reconciliation in all.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2008; righe 46, parole 601)

11 May 2008 – Papal Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost

VATICAN - On the Solemnity of Pentecost, the Holy Father Benedict XVI recalled that: “the Church can be a ferment of that reconciliation that comes from God...only if she remains docile to the Spirit and bears witness to the Gospel.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “On Pentecost, the Church is constructed not by human will, but by the power of the Spirit of God. It is immediately evident how this Spirit gives life to a community that at the same time is one and universal, thus overcoming the curse of Babel. In fact, only the Holy Spirit, that creates unity in love and in the mutual acceptance of diversity, can free humanity from the constant tendency towards the desire for earthly power that seeks to dominate and uniform all things.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his homily at the Mass he presided in the Vatican Basilica on Sunday, May 11, Solemnity of Pentecost. 

After reflecting on the Scriptural account of Pentecost, as it is told in the First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles in the Mass, the Holy Father spoke on “the intertwining of multiplicity and unity” referred to in the Second Reading. He said, “In the event of Pentecost it is made clear that multiple languages and different cultures belong to the Church; they can understand and make each other fruitful. St. Luke clearly wants to convey a fundamental idea, namely, in the act itself of her birth the Church is already 'catholic,' universal. She speaks all languages from the very beginning, because the Gospel that is entrusted to her is destined for all peoples, according to the will and the mandate of the risen Christ. The Church that is born at Pentecost is not above all a particular community -- the Church of Jerusalem -- but the universal Church, that speaks the language of all peoples. From her, other communities in every corner of the world will be born, particular Churches that are all and always actualizations of the one and only Church of Christ. The Catholic Church is therefore not a federation of churches, but a single reality: The universal Church has ontological priority. A community that is not catholic in this sense would not even be a Church.”

Another aspect that the Holy Father reflected on was that, “among those present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, Luke mentions ‘foreigners from Rome.’ At that time, Rome was still considered far away...and it was the symbol of the pagan world in general. Yet, the power of the Holy Spirit would guide the steps of the witnesses 'to the ends of the earth,’ all the way to Rome.” When Saint Paul reaches the capital of the empire and announces the Gospel, “the journey of the word of God, begun in Jerusalem, reaches its destination, because Rome represents the entire world and thus embodies the Lucan idea of catholicity. The universal Church is realized, the Catholic Church, which is the continuation of the chosen people, takes on its own history and mission.”

The Pope’s last reflection was on the Gospel of John. The Risen Christ appears to the disciples in the Upper Room twice using the term “Shalom - peace to you!”. The Pope explained, saying: “The expression 'shalom' is not a simple greeting; it is much more. It is the gift of the promised peace and is won by Jesus with the price of his blood, it is the fruit of this victory and his struggle against the spirit of evil. It is thus a peace 'not as given by the world' but as God alone can give it. On this feast of the Spirit of the Church we would like to thank God for having given to his people, chosen and formed from all nations, the inestimable gift of peace, of his peace!” 

The Church has the responsibility to “constitutionally be a sign and an instrument of the peace of God for all peoples” and realizes her service “above all in her ordinary presence and action among men, with the preaching of the Gospel and with the signs of love and mercy that accompany it. Among these signs, we must emphasize the primary importance of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, that the Risen Christ instituted in the same moment in which He gave the disciples the gift of His peace and His Spirit.”

The Pope then mentioned “how insufficiently understood” is the gift of Reconciliation, that brings peace to hears. “Christ's peace spreads only through the renewed hearts of men and women who have been reconciled and made themselves servants of justice, ready to spread peace in the world only with the force of truth, without compromising with the mentality of the world, because the world cannot give Christ's peace. This is how the Church can be a ferment of that reconciliation that comes from God. She can do this only if she remains docile to the Spirit and bears witness to the Gospel, only if she carries the Cross like Jesus and with Jesus.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2008; righe 57, parole 804)

12 May 2008 – Audience to members of Italian Pro Life Movement

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Pro-Life Movement: “It is necessary to bear concrete witness to the fact that respect for life is the first form of justice that must be applied. For those who have the gift of faith this becomes an imperative that cannot be deferred.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Looking back on the past thirty years and considering the present situation, we cannot but recognize that, in practical terms, defending human life has become more difficult today, because a mentality has been created that progressively devalues human life and entrusts it to the judgement of individuals. A consequence deriving therefrom is lessened respect for the human person, a value that lies at the foundation of any form of civil coexistence, over and above the faith a person may profess.” This was what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in addressing members of the Italian Movement for Life in an audience on May 12, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the legalization of abortion in Italy.

Considering the many causes that lead to such an unfortunate decision as abortion, the Church “never ceases to repeat that the sacred value of the existence of every man finds its origins in the design of the Creator,” the Holy Father said, while also encouraging “every initiative in support of the woman and the family in creating favorable conditions for the acceptance of life, and the protection of the institution of the family which is based on the marriage between a man and a woman.” Benedict XVI also recalled that, “The possibility of terminating a pregnancy not only has not resolved the problems afflicting many women and no small number of families, but it has opened another wound in our societies, already so afflicted by profound sufferings.”

The Holy Father also acknowledged that in spite of the great effort carried out during these years, and not only by the Church, in trying to remedy the needs and difficulties of families, “diverse problems continue to afflict our modern-day society, impeding many young people from nurturing the desire to marry and form a family, due to the negative conditions in which they live. The lack of job security, laws that often lack a consideration for motherhood, the uncertainty of being able to support children, are among some of the obstacles that seem to stifle the demands of a fruitful love and open the door to a growing sense lack of confidence in the future.” Benedict XVI then asked that all unite efforts “so that institutions once again focus their activities on defense of human life and priority concern for families, where life is born and develops,” and he also pointed out the need to help families through legislative means, in order to facilitate “their formation and their educational work in the difficult social context of today.”

The Pope later spoke of the urgent need for Christians to protect life “with courage and love, in all its phases”: “It is necessary to bear concrete witness to the fact that respect for life is the first form of justice that must be applied. For those who have the gift of faith this becomes an imperative that cannot be deferred, because Christ’s followers are called to be ‘prophets’ of a truth that can never be erased: God alone is the Lord of life. Every man is known and loved, willed and guided by Him.”

In concluding his address, the Holy Father recalled the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of man and his recent address given in the United Nations. He described the “extremely praiseworthy” efforts of the Movement for Life in the political sphere, “assisting and encouraging the institutions to ensure that correct recognition is given to the words ‘human dignity.’” Lastly, Benedict XVI thanked the Movement for their service to the Church and to society saying, “how many human lives have you saved from death! Continue along this path and do not be afraid, so that the smile of life may triumph on the lips of all children and their mothers.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2008; righe 47, parole 633)

14 May 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - In his General Audience, Benedict XVI shows the relevance of Dionysius the Areopagite, who “appears as a great mediator in the modern dialogue between Christianity and the mystical theologies of Asia,” and launches an appeal for earthquake-hit China

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Resuming his series of catecheses on the Fathers of the Church during the General Audience on May 14, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on “very mysterious figure: a theologian from the sixth century, whose name is not known, and who wrote under the pseudonym of Dionysius the Areopagite.” In choosing this pseudonym, the theologian wished to refer to the account written by Saint Luke in Chapter 17 of the Acts of the Apostles, “where it speaks of Paul preaching in the Areopagus in Athens, for an elite of the great world of Greek intellectuals. At the end of the preaching, the majority of those listening appeared disinterested and they left making fun of him. Nevertheless, some, just a few, according to what St. Luke tells us, approached Paul and opened themselves to faith. The evangelist gives us two names: Dionysius, member of the Areopagus, and a woman named Damaris. If five centuries later, the author of these books chose the pseudonym of Dionysius the Areopagite,” the Pope explained, “this implies that he had the intention of placing Greek wisdom at the service of the Gospel, promoting an encounter between culture and Greek intelligence with the announcement of Christ; he wanted to do what that Dionysius aimed to do, that is, that Greek thought would meet with the proclamation of St. Paul. Being Greek, he wanted to be a disciple of St. Paul and in this way, a disciple of Christ.”

Among the various hypotheses regarding the reason for his desire to remain anonymous, the Pope said it was most likely that it was out of an act of humility: “He didn't want to give glory to his name...but instead, to really serve the Gospel, to create an ecclesial theology, not individual.” In his “7th Epistle,” he affirms that he does not like to cause polemics, that he only speaks the truth and seeks truth. “And the light of truth by itself makes error fade and makes what is good shine,” Benedict XVI said. “With this principle he purified Greek thought and related it to the Gospel. This principle, which he affirms in his seventh letter, is also the expression of a true spirit of dialogue: It is not about seeking the things that separate, one must seek the truth in Truth itself; this, then, shines and causes errors to fall.” 

Contrasting the line of late Platonic thought, that had transformed the philosophy of Plato into a sort of religion, “whose final objective was to create a great apologetics for Greek polytheism and return, following the success of Christianity, to the ancient Greek religion,” Dionysius the Areopagite dared to avail precisely of this thought to show the truth of Christ, transforming “the polytheistic image into praise of the Creator and his creatures.” In his thought, therefore, “All of creation speaks of God and is a praise of God. Given that the creature is a praise of God, the theology of Pseudo-Dionysius becomes a liturgical theology: God is found above all praising him, not just reflecting. And liturgy is not something constructed by us, something invented so as to have a religious experience for a certain amount of time. It consists in singing with the choir of the creatures and entering into the cosmic reality itself.”

He began the first great mystic theology, the Pope said. “With him, the word "mystic" becomes more personal, more intimate: It expresses the path of the soul toward God... It is easier to say what God is not than to express what he really is. Only through these images can we grasp at his true face and, on the other hand, this face of God is very concrete: It is Jesus Christ.” Dionysius the Areopagite influenced medieval theology and the mystical theology of the East and the West, and was virtually rediscovered in the 13th century above all by St. Bonaventure, “who in this great mystical theology found the conceptual instrument for interpreting the heritage -- so simple and profound -- of St. Francis.”

Benedict XVI later spoke of the “new relevance” of Dionysius the Areopagite: “He is presented as a great mediator in the modern dialogue between Christianity and the mystical theologies of Asia, marked by the conviction that it is impossible to say who God is, that only negative expressions can be used to speak of him; that God can only be spoken of with "no," and that it is only possible to reach him by entering into this experience of "no"... Precisely when one enters into the depths of the encounter with Christ, an ample space for dialogue also opens. When one finds the light of truth, he realizes that it is a light for everyone; polemics disappear and it is possible to understand one another, or at least, speak to one another, draw closer together.”

At the close of the Audience, the Pope launched this appeal for China: “My thoughts now go towards the people of Sichuan and adjoining provinces in China, so harshly affected by the earthquake which has provoked serious loss of human life, left large numbers missing and caused incalculable damages. I invite you to join me in fervent prayer for those who have lost their lives. I remain spiritually close to the people suffering from such a devastating calamity; and we implore God to grant them relief in their suffering. I ask the Lord to give support to all those involved in meeting the immediate needs of the victims.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2008; righe 64, parole 912)

14 May 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin

VATICAN - Telegram of condolences of the Holy Father for the death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Upon hearing of the death of Benin’s Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Dean Emeritus of the College of Cardinals on May 13, Benedict XVI sent the following telegram to Archbishop Marcel Honorat Leon Agboton of Cotonou, Benin:

“Having learned the sad news of the death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, dean emeritus of the College of Cardinals, I unite myself in prayer to the bishops of the Episcopal Conference of Benin, to the faithful of the archdiocese of Cotonou and of all Benin, to the family of the deceased and to all those who mourn. I ask God the Father, from Whom all mercy comes, to welcome into His light and peace this eminent son of Benin and of Africa who, universally esteemed, was animated by a profound apostolic spirit and by an exalted sense of the Church and her mission in the world. I give thanks to the Lord for his fruitful ministry, first as archbishop of Cotonou then, for many years, at the Holy See which he served faithfully and generously, especially in the Congregation for Bishops and as a member of the College of Cardinals, of which he was also a much-respected dean. In sign of consolation, I send an affectionate apostolic blessing to the priests, religious, catechists and all the faithful of Benin, and to those who will participate in his funeral. Benedictus 

15 May 2008 – Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples

VATICAN - The Pope addresses the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant Peoples: “We must not forget that the family, migrant and itinerant families included, represents the original cell of society that must not be destroyed, but courageously and patiently defended.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The Church's solicitude toward emigrant families does not diminish her concern for itinerant families. On the contrary, this effort to maintain a unity between vision and action between the two ‘wings’ (migration and itinerants) of human mobility can help understand the vast scope of the problem and be, at the same time, a motivation for all in this specific area of pastoral care.” This was affirmed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in an audience he held this morning, May 15, with participants of the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People.

In his address, the Pope recalled his recent visit to the United States of America, where he encourage this great country to “continue in its commitment to receive those brothers and sisters who arrive there, usually from poorer countries,” and his Message from the 93rd World Day of Migrants and Refugees, dedicated to the theme of the migrant family. “On more than one occasion, I have presented the icon of the Holy Family as the model for the migrant family,” Benedict XVI affirmed, “referring to the image proposed by my venerable Predecessor, Pope Pius XII, in the Apostolic Constitution Exsul Famiglia...In addition, in the Messages from 1980, 1986, and 1993, my venerable Predecessor John Paul II wished to focus on the Church’s commitment in favor not only of the migrant person, but of his family as well, a community of love and factor for integration.”

“We must not forget,” the Pope continued, “that the family, migrant and itinerant families included, represents the original cell of society that must not be destroyed, but courageously and patiently defended. It represents the community in which, from infancy, we are formed to adore and love God, learning the grammar of human and moral values, and discovering how to make good use of freedom in truth. Unfortunately, in no small number of situations this is difficult to achieve, and especially in cases of people affected by the phenomenon of human mobility.”

The Holy Father later explained the profound bond between the Sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Matrimony: “In their daily lives, couples must draw inspiration for their behavior from the example of Christ who 'loved the Church and gave himself up for her.’ This supreme gesture of love is presented anew in each celebration of the Eucharist; and it is appropriate for the pastoral care of families to refer back to this sacramental fact as a reference point of fundamental importance. People who go to Mass -- and the celebration of Mass must also be facilitated for migrants and itinerant peoples -- find in the Eucharist a powerful allusion to their own family, their own marriage; and they are encouraged to live their lives from the point of view of faith, seeking in divine grace the strength to succeed in doing so.”

The Holy Father concluded saying, “human mobility represents, in today's globalized world, an important frontier for new evangelization,” and in this sense, encouraged those present, telling them to “continue your pastoral commitment with renewed zeal,” and assuring them of his prayers. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2008; righe 40, parole 522)

15 May 2008 – Audience with participants at Ordo Virginum Congresso 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Ordo Virginum Congress: “Let your figures constantly irradiate the dignity of being Spouse of Christ and express the novelty of Christian existence and serene expectance for the life to come.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - To the participants in the Congress of the Ordo Virginum with the theme: “Consecrated virginity: a gift in the Church and for the Church,” whom he received in an audience on the morning of May 15, the Holy Father Benedict XVI said, “In choosing the theme for these days, you have been inspired by an affirmation I have made that summarizes what I have said regarding your state as women who live in consecrated virginity in the world: a gift in the Church and for the Church. In light of this, I wish to confirm you in your vocation and invite you to grow day by day in the understanding of what is such a luminous and fruitful charism in the eyes of faith, although it may appear obscure and futile in the eyes of the world.” 

In his address, the Pope recalled that “the Order of Virgins represents a particular form of consecrated life which flowered anew in the Church after Vatican Council II,” however whose origins date back to the beginning of evangelical life, “when, in an unprecedented novelty, the hearts of certain women began to open to a desire for consecrated virginity: in other words, the desire to give one's entire being to God, which had had its first extraordinary fulfillment in the Virgin of Nazareth and her 'yes.'” “Your charism must reflect the intensity, but also the freshness, of its origins,” said the Pope, citing the institutionalization of this charism over the course of the centuries until “finally becoming a full public and solemn consecration conferred by the bishop through an inspirational liturgical rite that made the consecrated woman 'sponsa Christi,' an image of the Church as bride.”

After recalling that this vocation is deeply rooted in the particular Church to which they belong, the Pope commented that, “From the diocese, with its traditions, its saints, its values, limits and difficulties,” these persons “open up to the scope of the universal Church, sharing particularly in her liturgical prayer... In this way your prayerful 'I' progressively broadens out until in the prayer there is nothing more than a great 'we.'” This is the prayer of the Church and authentic liturgy.”

Usually each consecrated person follows her own rhythm of life, “however, through you, love is transformed in following: your charism implies a total self-giving to Christ, an assimilation of the Spouse that implicitly requires the observance of the evangelical counsels, in order to safeguard your fidelity to Him,” the Pope continued. “Being with Christ requires interior life, but it also implies openness in communicating with brothers: here is your mission...Among you there are different styles and manners of living the gift of consecrated virginity...I exhort you to go beyond the external appearances, receiving this mystery of God’s kindness that each one of you possesses and recognizing one another as sisters, even in the midst of your diversity.”

In concluding his address, Pope Benedict XVI made the following exhortation: “Let your figures constantly irradiate the dignity of being Spouse of Christ and express the novelty of Christian existence and serene expectance for the life to come. Thus, leading a noble life, you can be stars that point out the way to the world... Be witnesses of vigilant and industrious hope, of joy, of the peace that belongs to those who abandon themselves to the love of God. Be present in the world, yet pilgrims on the journey to the kingdom.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008; righe 44, parole 576)

16 May 2008 – Audience with Catholic Bishops of Thailand on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - The Pope stresses the importance of interreligious cooperation and exhorts Bishops of Thailand to make “a concerted effort to uphold the spiritual and moral soul of your people.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The coexistence of different religious communities today unfolds against the backdrop of globalization... The negative aspects of this cultural phenomenon, which cause dismay to yourselves and other religious leaders in your country, in fact point to the importance of interreligious cooperation. They call for a concerted effort to uphold the spiritual and moral soul of your people. In concordance with Buddhists, you can promote mutual understanding concerning the transmission of traditions to succeeding generations, the articulation of ethical values discernable to reason, reverence for the transcendent, prayer and contemplation.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the Bishops of Thailand in an audience for their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit on May 16. 

At the beginning of his address, the Pope recalled that in Thailand, the mission of the small Catholic community “is undertaken within the context of relationships, most especially with Buddhists,” whom the Bishops greatly esteem for their contributions to social and cultural life. In addition, “the noble Thai people may come to recognize and know the face of Jesus Christ” through the medical clinics, social services, and schools of the Catholic Church. “Catholic schools and colleges make a remarkable contribution to the intellectual formation of numerous young Thais. They should also make an outstanding contribution to the spiritual and moral education of the young. Indeed, it is for these crucial aspects of the formation of the person that parents - whether Catholic or Buddhist - turn to Catholic schools.” Addressing especially those many religious who work in the Catholic scholastic institutions, Benedict XVI emphasized: “Theirs should not primarily be a role of administration but of mission. As consecrated persons they are called to be ‘witnesses of Christ, epiphany of the love of God in the world’, and require ‘the courage of testimony and the patience of dialogue’... It is of the utmost importance, therefore, that Religious remain close to the students and their families, most especially through their classroom teaching of the catechism for Catholics and others interested, and through moral formation and care for the spiritual needs of all in the school community.” 

Grateful for the service carried out by catechists, who work “with great zeal and generosity,” Benedict XVI mentioned that “this task cannot, however, be left to them alone,” and exhorted the priests to fulfill their ministry to “announce the divine word to all and to labor in preaching and teaching." “This fundamental priestly role which, to be effective, requires a sound philosophical and theological formation, cannot be delegated to others.”

In the concluding part of his address, the Pontiff reflected on the drama of the trafficking of women and children, as well as that of prostitution, indicating with gratitude “the efforts of the entire Catholic community of Thailand to uphold the dignity of every human life, especially the most vulnerable... Undoubtedly poverty is a factor underlying these phenomena, and in this regard I know much is being achieved through the Church’s development programs. But there is a further aspect which must be acknowledged and collectively addressed if this abhorrent human exploitation is to be effectively confronted. I am speaking of the trivialization of sexuality in the media and entertainment industries which fuels a decline in moral values and leads to the degradation of women, the weakening of fidelity in marriage and even the abuse of children.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/5/2008; righe 45, parole 564)

17 May 2008 – Audience to Bishops attending a study seminar promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Laity 

VATICAN - Pope addresses Bishops participating in Study Seminar: “The authenticity of the new charisms is the guarantee for their willingness to submit themselves to the discernment of ecclesiastical authority.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The authenticity of the new charisms is the guarantee for their willingness to submit themselves to the discernment of ecclesiastical authority. A large number of ecclesial movements and new communities are already recognized by the Holy See, and therefore, without a doubt, are considered a gift of God for the entire Church. Others, which are still in their beginning stages, require a more delicate and vigilant accompaniment on the part of the Pastors of the particular Churches.” This was what the Holy Father Benedict XVI reminded the Bishops participating in the Study Seminar on lay movements organized by the Pontifical Council for the Laity, in an audience held on May 17. 

“The current Seminar,” the Pope said, “has been intended as a continuation of the encounter which I myself held on June 3, 2006 with a large representation of faithful from over 100 new lay associations.” “The ecclesial movements and new communities,” Benedict XVI continued, “are a one of the most important gifts that the Holy Spirit has made to the Church through the Second Vatican Council. They were greatly spread shortly after the Council, in a time impregnated with enthusiasm and promise, but also marked by great difficulties...They already, then, began offering testimony to the joy, beauty, and reason in being Christians, manifesting their happiness as members of the mystery of communion that is the Church. We have witnessed the awakening of a vigorous missionary impulse, moved by the desire to communicate to all the precious experience of the encounter with Christ, understood and lived as the only adequate response to the profound thirst for truth and happiness in the human heart. How can we not also recognize that a new phenomena like this one awaits a deeper understanding in light of God’s plan and the mission of the Church in our time?”.

Thanks to the guidelines of the Pontiffs, “they have overcome many prejudices, resistance, and tensions,” the Holy Father recalled, mentioning the fact that “an important work is still yet to be accomplished in promoting a more mature communion among members of the Church, so that all charisms, according to their specific character, may contribute fully and freely to the edification of the one Body of Christ.”

The Holy Father Benedict XVI then manifested his satisfaction that the Seminar had reflected on an exhortation he had made to German Bishops on their ad limina visit: “Approach the movements with great love!” (November 18, 2006), and affirmed: “I could almost say that I have nothing more to add! Charity is the distinguishing characteristic of the Good Shepherd: that of authority and efficacy in exercising the ministry that has been confided to us. Go out to meet with much love the movements and new communities; let us make an effort to know their reality adequately, without superficial impressions or reductive judgments and this will help us to understand. It also helps us to understand that the ecclesial movements and new communities are not a problem or an extra risk that further weighs on our grave duties. No! They are a gift of the Lord, a precious resource to enrich our whole Christian community with their charisms.” The Pope asked the Bishops for “prudence and patience” and “to closely accompany the ecclesial movements and new communities, with fatherly care, in a cordial and wise manner, that they may generously place at the service of the common good, in an orderly and fruitful manner, the gifts that they can offer and that we have learned to understand and appreciate: the missionary impulse, the efficaciously planned Christian formation, the testimony of fidelity and obedience to the Church, the sensibility to the needs of the poor, the wealth of vocations.”

In the concluding part of his address, Benedict XVI affirmed: “Whomever us called to a service of discernment and guide should not try to control or submit charisms, but rather, beware not to stifle them (cf 1 Ts. 5:19-21), resisting the temptation of making uniform what the Holy Spirit wants to be multiform, to contribute to the building and growth of the one Body of Christ, which the Spirit himself makes firm in unity. When it is necessary to intervene in order to correct, may this correction be an expression of ‘great love’...May the Spirit of God help us to recognize and protect the marvellous works that He Himself has inspired in the Church, for the good of all mankind.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/5/2008; righe 56, parole 741)

17 May 2008 – Benedict XVI visits Savona and Genova - Mass in Piazza del Popolo in Savona  

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - “The example of serene fortitude given by Pope Pius VII invites us to firmly maintain our trust in God in the midst of trials, aware that even when He allows the Church to experience difficult moments, He never abandons her.”

Savona (Agenzia Fides) - On the afternoon of Saturday, May 17, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his pastoral visit to Savona and Genoa paying homage to the Blessed Virgin Mary with a visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy in Savona. After remaining some time in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, the Pope descended into the Shrine’s crypt to make an act of veneration and prayer to the Virgin, at the close of which he placed a golden rose on the altar dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in memory of his visit. Later, arriving in the “Piazza del Popolo” Square in the city’s central quarter, he was greeted by the Mayor and later presided the Mass for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. 

“On this Solemnity,” Benedict XVI said in his homily, “the liturgy invites us to praise God not only for the wondrous things He has done, but for who He is in Himself, for the beauty and goodness of His Being, the source of His every action. We are invited to contemplate, so to speak, the Heart of God, His most profound reality, which is that of His Unity in the Trinity, sum and profound Communion of love and life.”

The Pope then recalled the apparition of the Virgin Mary as “Our Lady of Mercy,” to a local farmer, on March 18, 1536. “Mary did not speak of Herself. She never spoke of Herself, but always of God,” the Holy Father continued, “and She did so with this name that is ever-ancient and ever-new: mercy, which is synonymous with love, grace. And here we behold the entire essence of Christianity, because it is the essence of God Himself. God is One in that He is entirely and only Love, however in being Love, He is openness, receptivity, dialogue; and in relation to us, sinful men, He is mercy, compassion, grace, forgiveness.”

In the passage from the Gospel of John that had been read shortly before his homily - “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life” (Jn 3:16) - lies the key to the entire work of the Most Holy Trinity: “the Father who offers us that which He most values; the Son who, consenting to the Father, divests Himself of His glory in order to give Himself to us; the Spirit who descends from the peaceful divine embrace in order to irrigate the deserts of humanity. In order to carry out this work of His mercy, in taking on our flesh, God chose to need a human ‘yes,’ the ‘yes’ of a woman who would become the Mother of His Incarnate Word, Jesus, the human face of Divine Mercy. Mary thus became and remains always the ‘Mother of Mercy.’”

“In the course of the Church’s history,” the Pope continued, “the Virgin Mary has done nothing other than invite Her children to return to God, to entrust themselves to Him in prayer, to knock with trusting insistence at the door of His Merciful Heart. Truly He desires nothing more than to pour out the overabundance of His Grace upon the world...My visit to Savona, on the feast of the Most Holy Trinity, is above all a pilgrimage, through Mary, to the well-springs of faith, hope, and love. It is a pilgrimage that is also in memory and in honor of my venerable predecessor, Pius VII, whose dramatic experience is intimately united to this city and its Marian Shrine. “

Benedict XVI proceeded in renewing the acknowledgement on behalf of the Holy See and of the entire Church, “for the faith, love, and courage” with which the people of Savona supported the Pope during his forced residence in the city, under orders of Napoleon Bonaparte...that dark time in the history of Europe has become, by the power of the Holy Spirit, a rich source of grace and lesson, even in our day. It teaches us the courage with which we should face the world’s challenges: materialism, relativism, secularism...without ever going back on our promises, willing to personally pay the consequences for remaining faithful to the Lord and His Church. The example of serene fortitude given by Pope Pius VII invites us to firmly maintain our trust in God in the midst of trials, aware that although He allows the Church to experience difficult moments, He never abandons her.”

The Pontiff encouraged those present to always trust “in the instruments of grace that the Lord places at our disposition in every circumstance...above all, prayer: personal, family, and community prayer.” Benedict XVI further encouraged young families to make the effort beginning in their first years of marriage, to live “a simple form of household prayer, blessed by the presence of young children,” and invited parishes and associations “to make space and time for prayer, because activities become pastorally sterile if they are not preceded, accompanied, and continually sustained by prayer.”

Later, the Holy Father pointed out the importance of the Lord’s Day: “Sunday is rediscovered in returning to its Christian roots, beginning with the celebration of the Risen Lord found in the Word of God and recognized in the breaking of the Eucharistic Bread. And in addition, therefore, the value of the Sacrament of Reconciliation must be rediscovered as the fundamental means for spiritual growth and for facing the challenges of modern life with strength and courage. Along with prayer and the Sacraments, other necessary instruments of growth are the works of charity carried out with a living faith.”

In concluding his homily, Pope Benedict XVI turned his focus to prisoners and the personnel working in the Prison “Sant’Agostino” (Saint Augustine) in Savona, as well as to the patients in the hospital , in clinics, or in their own homes. To the priests, he expressed his appreciation for their “silent labor and the committed fidelity” with which they carry it out. He encouraged them to “go out to the people, as the Lord did: in visiting families, contact with the sick, dialogue with young people, making their presence felt in every environment of work and life.” To the members of religious Congregations, he reminded them that “the world needs their testimony and their prayer.”

The Pope offered an “especially warm greeting” to the young people: “Dear friends, place the time of your youth at the service of God and your brothers. Following Christ always implies the courage of going against the current. However, it is worth all the effort: this is the path to true personal fulfillment and, therefore, of true happiness...This is why I encourage you to seriously identify yourselves with the ideal of holiness... Dear young people, dare to commit your lives in courageous decisions, not on your own of course, but with the Lord!”. The Holy Father concluded his homily expressing his hope that “the faith of God, One and Triune, may instill in every person and every community the ardor of love and hope, the joy of fraternal love and of humble service towards others.” 

At the close of the Eucharistic Celebration, the Holy Father, returning to the Bishop’s Residence in Savona, made a private visit to the rooms where Pope Pius VII stayed while he was a prisoner of Napoleon, from 1809-1812. Then, following his farewell greetings, he left for Genoa via helicopter. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 90, parole 1227)

18 May 2008 – Benedeict XVI in Savona and Genova - Visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Guardia and Giannina Gaslini Children's Hospital in Genova

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - At the Angelus, he recalled the many missionaries who had set off from the Port of Genoa for America and other far-off lands, and the Conference on cluster bombs

Savona (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI lead the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday, May 18, in Genoa's Piazza Matteotti, at the close of an encounter held with young people. Prior to the prayer, the Holy Father recalled his visit to the Shrine of Nostra Signora della Guardia, following in the footsteps of his predecessors Benedict XV and John Paul II. 

The Pope then invoked the maternal assistance of the Virgin of the Guard on the entire Diocese: “We asked her to watch, in a special way, over the sick and all the suffering, and to make fruitful the missionary initiatives that are in preparation to bring to all the proclamation of the Gospel. Together we entrust to Mary the entire city, with its varied population, its cultural, social, and economic activities; the problems and challenges of our times, and the efforts of those who are working for the common good.”

Reflecting on Liguria, “rich in churches and Marian shrines,” Benedict XVI gave thanks to God “for the robust and tenacious faith of past generations,” and recalled that “Liguria, and in particular Genoa, has always been a land open to the Mediterranean and to the entire world: how many missionaries have gone out from this port for the Americas, and for other faraway lands! How many people have emigrated from here for other countries, perhaps poor in material resources, but rich in faith and human and spiritual values, which they then transplanted in the places of their arrival! Mary, Star of the Sea, continue to shine over Genoa; Mary, Star of Hope, continue to guide the journey of Genoa’s people, especially the new generations, that they find the right way in the often tempestuous sea of life.” 

After reciting the Angelus, the Holy Father recalled the Conference on cluster bombs with these words: “I would like now to recall an important event which begins tomorrow in Dublin: the Diplomatic Conference on Cluster Munitions, convened with the goal of reaching a ban on these deadly explosives. I hope that thanks to the responsibility of all the participants, a strong and credible international agreement may be reached: it is necessary, in fact, to remedy the errors of the past and avoid repeating them in the future. I accompany with my prayer the victims of cluster bombs and their families, as well as those taking part in the conference, expressing my best wishes for success.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 31, parole 405)

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genova - Meeting with young people in Piazza Matteotti VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - “May the Gaslini Institute be an authentic ‘sanctuary of life’ and ‘sanctuary of the family,’ where along with the professionality of workers in every area, there is also affection and personal attention.”

Genoa (Agenzia Fides) - At 9am on Sunday, May 18, the Holy Father Benedict XVI made a private visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Guard in Cerànesi-Campomorrone. After adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, the Pope said a prayer before an image of the Virgin, placing a golden rose at her feet, as a memory of his visit. He immediately left to visit Gaslini Hospital where he greeted children and their parents in Pavilion 16 and presented the Chaplain with a gift for the children and later continued his visit, entering the front plaza of the hospital for an encounter with its directors, medical personnel, nurses, and hospitalized children and their relatives. 

“Gaslini Hospital was established thanks to the generous heart of a benefactor, industrialist and Senator, Gerolamo Gaslini, who dedicated this initiative to his daughter who died just after having turned 12, and is now part of the history of charity that made Genoa a “city of Christian charity,” the Holy Father stated in his address. Today, as well, faith inspires many people of good will to perform acts of love and of concrete support for this Institute and it is with understandable pride, that Genoese look upon it as a precious heritage. I thank you all and encourage you to continue.”

Addressing the doctors, researchers, paramedics, and administration, as well as the chaplains, volunteers, and all those responsible for the spiritual assistance of the children staying there and there families, the Pope spoke of their joint effort to “make the Gaslini Institute be an authentic ‘sanctuary of life’ and ‘sanctuary of the family,’ where along with the professionality of workers in every area, there is also affection and personal attention. The decision of the Founder to make the Archbishop pro tempore of Genoa the President of the Foundation, manifests the desire that the Christian inspiration of the Institute never fade and that all may be established upon Gospel values.” Referring to this expressed desire of the Founder, Benedict XVI recalled that “radiating goodness through the affectionate care of the young patients is the purpose of this hospital,” expressing his hope that “this excellent Pediatric Institute may continue in its technological advancement, in its care and services; but also broaden its horizons towards the quest for positive globalization that allows for an acknowledgement of resources, services, and needs by creating and reinforcing a network of solidarity that is so urgently needed in this day and age.”

In order for this health center to become “a place of hope,” it is not enough only to focus on specialization in the pediatric field, for which it is very well-known and esteemed, but rather it is “indispensable that this hope be sustained by a higher vision of life, which allows the scientist, the doctor, the professional, the assistant, and the parents themselves to use all their capacities, sparing no effort, to obtain the best results that science and technology can offer in both prevention and cure. This is how to make present the thought of the silent presence of God, who accompanies man in an almost unperceived manner on his path in history. The true and ‘reliable’ hope is only God, who in Jesus Christ and His Gospel opens the dark door of time for us to the future.” 

After recalling Jesus’ special love for children, as is seen in the Gospel, the Holy Father addressed the children hospitalized there: “The Pope loves you a great deal. Next to you I see your relatives, who share these moments of trepidation and hope with you. Be sure that God never abandons us. Remain united to Him and you will never lose your serenity, not even in the darkest and most difficult moments. I assure you of my prayers and I entrust you to the Blessed Virgin Mary.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 46, parole 635)

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genova - Angelus 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - At the Angelus, he recalled the many missionaries who had set off from the Port of Genoa for America and other far-off lands, and the Conference on cluster bombs

Savona (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI lead the recitation of the Angelus on Sunday, May 18, in Genoa's Piazza Matteotti, at the close of an encounter held with young people. Prior to the prayer, the Holy Father recalled his visit to the Shrine of Nostra Signora della Guardia, following in the footsteps of his predecessors Benedict XV and John Paul II. 

The Pope then invoked the maternal assistance of the Virgin of the Guard on the entire Diocese: “We asked her to watch, in a special way, over the sick and all the suffering, and to make fruitful the missionary initiatives that are in preparation to bring to all the proclamation of the Gospel. Together we entrust to Mary the entire city, with its varied population, its cultural, social, and economic activities; the problems and challenges of our times, and the efforts of those who are working for the common good.”

Reflecting on all Liguria, “full of churches and Marian shrines,” Benedict XVI gave thanks to God “for the robust and tenacious faith of past generations,” and recalled that “Liguria, and in particular Genoa, has always been a land open to the Mediterranean and to the entire world: how many missionaries have gone out from this port for the Americas, and for other faraway lands! How many people have emigrated from here for other countries, perhaps poor in material resources, but rich in faith and human and spiritual values, which they then transplanted in the places of their arrival! Mary, Star of the Sea, continue to shine over Genoa; Mary, Star of Hope, continue to guide the journey of Genoa’s people, especially the new generations, that they find the right way in the often tempestuous sea of life.” 

After reciting the Angelus, the Holy Father recalled the Conference on cluster bombs with these words: “I would like now to recall an important event which begins tomorrow in Dublin: the Diplomatic Conference on Cluster Munitions, convened with the goal of reaching a ban on these deadly explosives. I hope that thanks to the responsibility of all the participants, a strong and credible international agreement may be reached: it is necessary, in fact, to remedy the errors of the past and avoid repeating them in the future. I accompany with my prayer the victims of cluster bombs and their families, as well as those taking part in the conference, expressing my best wishes for success.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 31, parole 405)

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genova - Cathedral of San Lorenzo in Genova, Meeting with members of the Cathedral Chapter and Consecrated persons 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - “We need to cultivate the same missionary spirit that inspired Saint Paul, with a constant spiritual, ascetic, and pastoral formation.”

Genoa (Agenzia Fides) - After the encounter with young people and the praying of the Angelus on Sunday, May 18, in Genoa's Piazza Matteotti, Benedict XVI went to the city's cathedral of St. Lawrence, where the relics of Saint John the Baptist are kept, to meet with the cathedral chapter and a group of consecrated people. “In past centuries the Church in Genoa has had a rich tradition of holiness and generous service to others,” the Pope said, “thanks to the work of zealous priests and religious from active and contemplative life... And even today, despite the difficulties society is undergoing, evangelizing passion remains strong in your communities. In particular, there has been a growing and shared desire to create ever more fraternal understanding in order to collaborate in missionary activity throughout the archdiocese.”

In particular, the Holy Father placed the Apostle Paul as an example for religious men and women, “in whose honor we are celebrating a special jubilee, on the occasion of the 2,000th anniversary of his birth.” “We need to cultivate the same missionary spirit that inspired Saint Paul, with a constant spiritual, ascetic, and pastoral formation. We need to become 'specialists' in listening to God and credible examples of a holiness that translates into faithfulness to the Gospel, without surrender to the spirit of the world.”

The Pontiff thanked all the consecrated people for their presence, encouraging them to trust, “in spite of the diminishing numbers and strength,” as “our moments are not those of God and His Providence.” And he added: “We need to pray and grow in personal and communal sanctity. The Lord provides. I ask that you never consider yourselves as being in the ‘evening’ of your lives: Christ is the perpetual dawn, our light. I ask that you continue your labor, but above all with your presence: a failing of your communities is an impoverishment for yourselves, but also for Genoa. The poor, the sick, the families, children, parishes - all this is a precious field of service and dedication in building the Church and serving mankind. I above all entrust you with the education of the children and young people: you know that the educational task is the most urgent, because without an authentic education, man cannot go far in life. And all of you, although in diverse manners, have a historical educational experience. We should help parents in their extraordinary and difficult educational task; we should help parishes and groups; we should also continue with great sacrifices to provide Catholic schools, which are a great treasure for the Christian community and a true wealth for the country.”

At the close of his address, Benedict XVI recalled “the Genoa's long spiritual tradition,” which includes six Popes, and emphasized that: “What unites us all is that we called to announce the joy of Christ and the beauty of the Church...In order to be witnesses and heralds of the message of salvation we cannot rely only on our human energy. It is the faithfulness of God that stimulates and conforms our own faithfulness to Him. Hence let us allow ourselves to be guided by the Spirit of truth and love.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 40, parole 526)

18 May 2008 – Benedict XVI in Savona and Genova - Mass at Genova in Piazza Vittoria 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Savona and Genoa - “Man does not achieve fulfillment in absolute autonomy, by fooling himself into thinking that he is God but, on the contrary, by recognizing himself as a son, a creature open to and reaching out towards God and towards his brothers.”

Genoa (Agenzia Fides) - “From this central Piazza della Victoria, that welcomes us into a choral act of praise and thanksgiving to God, with which I will close my pastoral visit, I send my sincerest greeting to the entire civil and ecclesial community of Genoa,” the Holy Father said during the Mass he presided on Sunday, May 18, in which he greeted and thanked authorities, ecclesial groups, and all those who had collaborated in the success of his visit. Commenting on the scripture readings of the day, for the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, the Holy Father pointed out that in them, one can detect the “principal content that refers to God, and in fact, today’s feast invites us to contemplate Him, the Lord, it invites us, in a certain sense, to climb up 'the mountain' as Moses did. Although at first sight this may seem to take us away from the world and its problems, in reality we discover that it is precisely by knowing God more closely that we also receive precious practical guidelines for life... On God’s name depends our entire history; on the light of His Face, our path.”

The Pope continued: “If God is a dialogic unity, substance in relation, the human creature who is made in his image and likeness reflects this constitution: thus, he is called to a realization through dialogue, in colloquium, in encounter. Jesus, in particular, has revealed that man is essentially ‘son,’ creature who lives in relation to God the Father. Human beings do not achieve fulfillment in absolute autonomy, by fooling themselves that they are God but, on the contrary, by recognizing themselves as children, creatures open to and reaching out toward God and toward their fellow men, in whose faces they see the image of the common Father. It is clear that this concept of God and man lies at the foundations of a corresponding model of human community, and hence of society. As a model it predates any form of normative, juridical or institutional regulation and, I would say, any kind of cultural specification. It is a transversal model of the human family common to all civilizations; something which, from childhood, we Christians are wont to express by affirming that men are all children of God and, hence, brothers...It is a conception that is based upon the concept of the Triune God, of man as person - not mere individual - and of society as community - not mere collectivity.”

Here, Benedict XVI recalled the rich Magisterium of the Church that was developed precisely from this vision of God and man, with the most important chapters of the Church’s Social Doctrine, to which the Pontiffs of the last 120 years have made substantial contributions, “being authorized interpreters and guides of the social movement of Christian inspiration.” The Holy Father quoted his own first encyclical Deus caritas est, that “proposes once again the practice of concrete charity, on the part of the Church, starting with faith in God who is Love, incarnate in Jesus Christ.” He also made reference to the National Ecclesial Congress in Verona, that indicated two fundamental options: the option of “the primacy of God” and that of placing the person and the unity of his existence in the center, in his various surroundings. The third fundamental option of the Italian Bishops, the Pope recalled, is formed by the personal and community testimony, in which spiritual life, pastoral mission, and the cultural dimension all come into play.

“In a society torn between globalization and individualism, the Church is called to offer her witness of 'koinonia,' of communion. This reality does not come 'from the roots' but is a mystery that, so to say, has its 'roots in heaven,' in the one and triune God. It is He, in Himself, the eternal dialogue of love that Jesus Christ has communicated to us, who entered on the path of humanity and history in order to lead it to its fulfillment. And here is the great synthesis of the Second Vatican Council: the Church, mystery of communion ‘is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sign and instrument both of a very closely knit union with God and of the unity of the whole human race’ (Lumen gentium, 1).” 

Benedict XVI concluded his homily with some specific exhortations. Above all, he entrusted adults and young people with the care of “the spiritual and catechetical formation, a 'substantial' formation, more necessary than ever in order to live a Christian vocation well in today's world”; and thus, continue “generously sharing with the poor and weak, always drawing strength and inspiration from the Eucharist, a perennial source of charity.” To seminarians and young people following a vocational path, he told them: “do not be afraid; rather, feel the attraction of definitive choices, of a serious and demanding formative journey. Only the high measure of discipleship captures attention and gives joy.” Lastly, Benedict XVI encouraged all “to grow in the missionary dimension, with is co-essential to communion. The Trinity, in fact, is both unity and mission: the more intense the love is, the stronger the impulse will be to spread it, to make it grow, to communicate it. Members of the Church in Genoa: be united and missionary, so as to announce to everyone the joy of the faith and the beauty of being God's family.” 

After the Mass, the Pope went to Christopher Columbus Airport in Génova-Sestri, where he gave his farewell to authorities and boarded his flight to return to Rome. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/5/2008; righe 67, parole 919)

21 May 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope’s catechesis at the General Audience dedicated to Romanus the Melodist, “who belongs to the group of theologians that have transformed theology into poetry.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In his series of catechesis dedicated the Fathers of the Church, during the General Audience held on Wednesday, May 21, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on one of the least-known figures among the Fathers: Romanus the Melodist. He was born around the year 490 in Emesa (today Homs) in Syria and was a theologian, poet, and composer and in fact, belongs to the group of theologians that have transformed theology into poetry,” the Pope said. “He learned the foundations of Greek and Syrian culture in his native city, and then moved to Beritus (now Beirut), to complete his classical education and knowledge of rhetoric. After being ordained permanent deacon -- around 515 -- he was a preacher in this city for three years. He then moved to Constantinople, until the end of the reign of Anastasius I -- around 518 -- and from there he settled in at the monastery of the Church of the Theotokos, Mother of God.” A key moment of his life took place there: Mary appeared to him in his dreams and gave him the gift of poetic charism, which he exercised from the next morning until his death around 555. 

“Romanus is known in history as one of the most representative authors of liturgical hymns,” the Holy Father said. He invented a “lively and original method of catechesis,” evident in his homilies preached in a shrine on the outskirts of Constantinople: “Through his compositions we can see the creativity of this form of catechesis, of the creativity of the theological thought, of the aesthetic and the sacred hymnography of the era... he would ascend the pulpit, located in the center of the Church, and he would speak to the community using a rather elaborate setting -- he used images on the walls or icons on the pulpit to illustrate his homilies, and even used dialogue. He recited chanted metrical hymns, called kontakia.” There are 89 kontakia attributed today to Romanus, but tradition attributes a thousand to him, written in simple Greek, close to the language of the people. 

Reflecting on some of his main themes, the Holy Father first cited “the unity of the action of God in history, the unity between creation and the history of salvation, unity between the Old and New Testaments. Another important theme is pneumatology, the doctrine on the Holy Spirit... Another central theme is, of course, Christology. He does not involve himself in the difficult theological concepts, highly debated at that time, which tore at the unity among theologians and Christians in the Church. He preached a simple Christology, but fundamental, the Christology of the great councils. But above all he spoke of popular piety... Regarding what he said about Mariology, in thanksgiving to the Virgin for the give of poetic charism, Romanus remembers her at the end of almost all of his hymns, and he dedicated to her some of his most beautiful kontakia: Christmas, Annunciation, Divine Motherhood, New Eve. Lastly, his moral teachings are related to the last judgement. He takes us to this moment of truth of our lives, the appearance before the just Judge, and for this he exhorts us to conversion in penitence and fasting.”

Concluding his catechesis, the Holy Father pointed out that “This great poet and composer reminds us of the entire treasure of Christian culture, born of faith, born of the heart that has found Christ, the Son of God. From this contact of the heart with the truth that is love, culture is born, the entire great Christian culture. And if the faith continues to live, this cultural inheritance will not die, but rather it will continue to live and be current. Icons continue to speak to the hearts of believers to this day, they are not things of the past. The cathedrals are not medieval monuments, rather houses of life, where we feel ‘at home’: where we find God and each other. Neither is great music -- the Gregorian chant, Bach or Mozart -- something of the past, rather it lives in the vitality of the liturgy and our faith. If faith is alive, Christian culture will never be ‘outdated,’ but rather will remain alive and present.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/5/2008; righe 50, parole 703)

22 May 2008 - Mass in front of St John's Cathedral and Corpus Christi Procession

VATICAN - Benedict XVI presides Mass and the Procession of Corpus Christi: “Kneeling before the Eucharist is a profession of liberty. He who bows to Jesus cannot and must not bow to any earthly power”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “What is the significance of today’s feast of the Body and Blood of Christ?” the Holy Father Benedict XVI asked during his homily at the Mass he presided in the front of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, the afternoon of May 22, Solemnity of Corpus Christi. The response is in the carrying out of three main gestures: “First of all,” the Pope explained, “our coming together around the altar of the Lord to be together in His presence, secondly, a procession will take place, which is our walking with the Lord, and finally, our kneeling before the Lord in adoration.” The Pope then proceeded in explaining each of the three gestures in depth, “that they may truly become expressions of our faith and our life.”

The first act, that of “coming together” in the Lord’s presence, was called “statio.” “Let us imagine that in all Rome there is no other altar besides this one, and that all the city’s Christians were invited to come together here, to celebrate the dead and risen Savior,” the Pope said. “This can give us an idea of what it was like at the beginning, in Rome and in many other cities where the Gospel message had arrived, in the Eucharistic celebration: in each particular church, there was only one Bishop and the community gathered with him, in the Mass he celebrated, because there was only one Chalice blessed and one Bread broken.” Emphasizing that “the deepest revolution of human history,” which is experienced precisely gathered around the Eucharist, where “people of different ages, sex, social condition and political ideas gather in the Lord’s presence.” Benedict XVI continued, “The Eucharist can never be a private event, reserved to people chosen on the basis of affinity or friendship. The Eucharist is a public worship that has nothing of esotericism or exclusivity. Here as well, this afternoon...we are united beyond our differences of nationality, profession, social condition, political ideas: we open to one another in order to become a single thing in Him. This has been, from the beginning, a visible sign of Christianity made visibly manifest around the Eucharist, And it is necessary to keep watch always so that the temptations of particularism, even with good intentions, do not head in the opposite direction.”

The second aspect, of “walking with the Lord,” is manifest in the procession held following the Holy Mass, “almost as its natural prolongation.” “With the gift of Himself in the Eucharist,” the Pontiff continued, “the Lord Jesus frees us from our ‘paralyses,’ makes us get up and go forward, take one step, then another, so that we can be on our way, with the strength of this Bread of Life...the Corpus Christi procession teaches us that the Eucharist wants to free us from all troubles and discouragement, it wants to place us back on our feet, so that we can return to the path with the strength God gives us through Jesus Christ. This is the experience of the people of Israel in the exodus from Egypt, the long pilgrimage through the desert...Each one can find his own path, and meet Him who is the Word and Bread of life and let himself be guided by his loving presence. Without the God-with-us, the God Who is near, how can we sustain the pilgrimage of life, either individually or as a society or a family of peoples? The Eucharist is the Sacrament of the God Who does not leave us to journey alone, but puts Himself at our side and shows us the way. Indeed, it is not enough to keep going, it is important to see where we are going! Progress is not enough if there are no criteria of reference. Indeed, if we go off the road we might fall off a cliff, or at least move away more quickly from the destination. God created us to be free but he did not leave us alone. He has become the ‘Way’ in order that our freedom may have a basis from which to choose and follow the right path.”

Explaining the third element of Corpus Domini, kneeling in adoration before the Lord, the Pope recalled the beginning of the Decalogue, the 10 Commandments: “Worshipping the God of Jesus Christ, who became bread broken for love, is the best and most radical remedy against the idolatries of yesterday and today. Kneeling before the Eucharist is a profession of liberty. He who bows to Jesus cannot and must not bow to any earthly power, no matter how powerful it may be. We Christians bow only before the Holiest Sacrament because in it we know and believe there is the one true God who created the world and loved it so much that he gave his only Son. We prostrate ourselves before a God who, like a Good Samaritan, was first to bow to mankind as a way to rescue and give him new life, who knelt before us to wash our dirty feet. Worshipping the Body of Christ means believing that in that piece of bread there really is Christ, who gives meaning to life, the immense universe and the whole of human history as well as the shortest existence.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/5/2008; righe 61, parole 872)

23 May 2008 – Requiem Mass for Cardinal Bernardin Gantin

VATICAN - Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, as a person and as a priest, was “a marvelous blend of the characteristics of the African soul with those of the Christian spirit, of African culture and identity with evangelical values.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the “perspective of faith and hope in the resurrection,” a Memorial Mass was celebrated in the Vatican Basilica for Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, retired Dean of the College of Cardinals, who died May 13 (see Fides 14/5/2008). At the end of the Mass, the Holy Father spoke of this “faithful and devoted servant of the Church for so many years.” “It is not east to briefly summarize the work, accomplishments, and pastoral services,” Benedict XVI said, “that in close succession characterized the various stages of his earthly existence that concluded at 86 years of age, in Paris’ Georges Pompidou Hospital. Until the end, he dedicated himself with affable willingness to the service of God and his fellows, maintaining faith in the motto he chose at the moment of his episcopal ordination: 'In tuo sancto servitio.’ As a person and as a priest, he was “a marvelous blend of the characteristics of the African soul with those of the Christian spirit, of African culture and identity with evangelical values. He was the first African prelate to occupy roles of great responsibility in the Roman Curia, where he always remained with that humble and simple style that characterized him and whose secret is probably linked to the wise advice given him by his mother when he became Cardinal on June 27, 1977: ‘Never forget the far-away little village we come from.’” 

The Holy Father reflected on the “many personal memories” he had of Cardinal Gantin, “from the moment in which we received the Cardinal’s berretta together, from Servant of God Pope Paul VI, 31 years ago now. We worked together here in the Roman Curia, meeting on a frequent basis, which enabled me to gain ever greater appreciation of his prudent wisdom, as well as his solid faith and sincere adherence to Christ and to his vicar on earth, the Pope. Fifty-seven years of priesthood, 51 years of episcopate and 31 as cardinal: This is the summary of a life spent for the Church.”

After having recalled the main events in his long service to the Church, Benedict XVI mentioned that in Cardinal Gantin's pastoral ministry, “there emerges a constant love for the Eucharist, source of individual sanctity and of solid ecclesial communion, which has its visible foundation in Peter's Successor.”

In the Vatican Basilica, in celebrating his last Mass before leaving Rome, he highlighted the unity the Eucharist creates in the Church. “In his homily he quoted the famous phrase of the African bishop St. Cyprian of Carthage, etched in the Cupola: 'From here, the one faith shines out through the world; from here, arises the unity of the priesthood.' This could be the message we draw from Cardinal Gantin, as his spiritual testament." (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2008 righe 34, parole 457) 

23 May 2008 – Audience with participants at Meeting promoted by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications 

VATICAN - “Communication is not simply a product of pure luck or causality, nor is it of our human capacities; at the light of Scripture, it reflects our participation in the creative, communicative, and unifying Trinitarian Love that is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” says Benedict XVI.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The various forms of communication – dialogue, prayer, testimony, announcing – and its various instruments – press, electronics, visual arts, music, voice, gestures, and contact – are all manifestations of the fundamental nature of the human person. It is communication that reveals the person, that creates authentic relationships and community and that allows human beings to mature in knowledge, wisdom, and love.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the participants of the encounter promoted by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications: “The Identity and Mission of a Communications Department in a Catholic University. A look towards the future of communications alongside the Church,” who were received in an audience on May 23 (see Fides 26/5/2008). 

“Communication is not simply a product of pure luck or causality, nor is it of our human capacities; at the light of Scripture, it reflects our participation in the creative, communicative, and unifying Trinitarian Love that is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” the Pope said. God has created us to remain united to Him and has given us the gift and the task of communication, because He wishes this union to take place through our knowledge, love, and service towards Him and our brothers and sisters, in a relation of communication and love.”

In his address, the Holy Father pointed out that, “at the heart of any serious reflection on the nature and purpose of human communications there must be an engagement with questions of truth,” and he continued saying, “communicator can attempt to inform, to educate, to entertain, to convince, to comfort; but the final worth of any communication lies in its truthfulness... The art of communication is by its nature linked to an ethical value, to the virtues that are the foundation of morality.” The Pope encouraged educators to “nourish and reward that passion for truth and goodness that is always strong in the young. Help them give themselves fully to the search for truth.”

The Pope asked that greater attention be given to “the academic programs in the area of social communications, especially to the ethic dimensions of communication among people.” He recalled that in our times, the phenomena of communication is occupying “an ever larger role in social contexts.” It is important that such formation “never be considered simply a technical operation or a mere desire to give information,” but rather, it should be an invitation “to promote truth in information, bringing our peers to reflect upon events, with the aim of being educators of human beings and builders of a better world.” Among the commitments the Pope mentioned were those linked to the promotion of justice and solidarity, respect, and in all contexts, the value and dignity of every person.

“It would be a tragedy for the future of humanity,” the Pope said, “if the new instruments of communication, which allow us to share knowledge and information more rapidly and efficiently, were not to be accessible to people who are already socially and economically marginalised; or if such instruments were only used to increase the distance that separates those people from the new networks being developed at the service of social life, information and learning. It would also be a serious matter, if the globalising tendency in the world of communications were to weaken or eliminate traditional customs and local cultures, especially those that have managed to strengthen family and social values, love, solidarity and respect for life.”

The Pope expressed his esteem for “those religious communities that in spite of high financial demands and the scarcity of human resources, have opened Catholic Universities in developing countries”: “their efforts will assure the countries in which they are present, the benefit of collaboration from young men receiving a rich professional formation, inspired in Christian ethics, promoting education and teaching as a service to the entire community. I am especially pleased by the commitment to offer a solid education to all, regardless of their race, social condition or creed, which is what constitutes the mission of the Catholic University.”

At the close of his speech, the Holy Father reflected on the theme of the Encounter: the identity of a Catholic University or School. “I would like to recall that such identity is not simply a question of the number of Catholic students; it is above all a question of conviction, of truly believing that only in the mystery of the Word made flesh does the mystery of man become clear. The consequence is that the Catholic identity be, in the first place, in the decision to entrust oneself – intellect, will, mind, and heart – to God. As experts in the theory and practice of communication, and as educators who are training a new generation of communicators, yours is a privileged role, not only in your students' lives, but also in the mission of your local Churches ... to make the Good News of God's love known to everyone.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2008 righe 64, parole 820)

25 May – Angelus 

VATICAN - “Those who eat the Bread of Christ cannot remain indifferent before those who, even in our days, lack daily bread,” the Pope said in the Angelus, while he also expressed his continued support for the Chinese people suffering the aftermath of the earthquake.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The solemnity of Corpus Domini is celebrated in Italy and in various countries today. It was observed in the Vatican and in other countries Thursday. It is the feast of the Eucharist, the wondrous gift of Christ, who in the Last Supper wanted to leave us a memorial of his Passover, the sacrament of his Body and his Blood, pledge of his immense love for us.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter’s Square on Sunday, May 25, for the recitation of the Angelus. 

“The Creator and Lord of all things,” the Holy Father said, “became ‘a grain of wheat’ to be sown in our earth, in the furrow of our history; he became bread to be broken, shared, eaten; he became our food to give us life, his own divine life.” Benedict XVI then described the link between the Eucharist and the commitment to solidarity, saying, “the Eucharist is the school of charity and solidarity. Those who eat the Bread of Christ cannot remain indifferent before those who, even in our days, lack daily bread. Many parents are barely able to provide for themselves and their children. It is a grave and growing problem that the international community finds hard to solve. The Church does not only pray ‘give us this day our daily bread,’ but, following the Lord's example, works in every way ‘to multiply the five loaves and two fish’ with countless humanitarian efforts and sharing so that no one remains without the necessities of life.” 

At the close of his address, the Pope expressed his hope that the feast of Corpus Domini “be an occasion to grow in this concrete attention to our brothers, especially the poor,” through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, as “from her, the Son of God took his flesh and blood.” He also invited all faithful to join in the celebration of the close of the month of Mary, which will take place on Saturday, May 31, at 8:00pm in Saint Peter’s Square.

After the Angelus, the Holy Father offered a special greeting to the Chinese-speaking pilgrims present in Rome for the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China and to all those Chinese suffering from the results of the aftershocks that have occurred in recent days. These were the Pope’s comments: “With joy, I greet the Chinese-speaking pilgrims who have come to Rome from all over Italy on the occasion of the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China. I entrust to God's mercy all of your countrymen who died in the earthquake that recently struck a vast area of your homeland. I renew my personal nearness to those who are experiencing hours of anxiety and tribulation. Thanks to the fraternal solidarity of all, the populations of these zones can soon return to the normality of daily life. Together with you I ask Mary, Help of Christians, Our Lady of Sheshan, to support ‘the efforts of those who, among their daily toil, continue to believe, to hope, to love so that they never fear to speak of Jesus to the world and of the world to Jesus,’ ever remaining ‘credible witnesses’ of his love and ‘keeping themselves united with the rock of Peter on which the Church is built.’” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2008; righe 40, parole 555)

28 May 2008 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Holy Father’s Catechesis on Saint Gregory the Great “During a disastrous and desperate time, he was able to create peace and hope. This man of God shows us the true fonts of peace, from which true hope comes, and so becomes a guide also for us today.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated his catechesis during the audience on Wednesday, May 28, to the figure of “one of the greatest fathers in the history of the Church, one of the four doctors of the West, Pope Gregory, who was bishop of Rome between the years 590 and 604, and who merited on the part of tradition the title ‘magnus’ -- great.” He was born around the year 540 in Rome, of a rich patrician family with a profound Christian faith, from whence had already come two Popes. Gregory entered an administrative career, which his father had also followed, and in 572 he reached the top, becoming prefect of the city. This office, in spite of the sadness of that time, allowed him to apply himself to a vast range of administrative problems, gleaning from them light for his future endeavors. Shortly following this, he decided to leave all civil posts to retire to his home and begin the life of a monk, transforming the family home into the monastery of St. Andrew in Celio.

The Pope commented that, “from this period of monastic life, a life of permanent dialogue with the Lord and listening to his word, there remained in him a constant nostalgia which repeatedly and increasingly appears in his homilies. In the midst of relentless pastoral concerns, he would recall it several times in his writings as a happy time of recollection in God, of dedication to prayer, and of serene immersion in study. He was thus able to acquire that profound knowledge of sacred Scripture and of the Fathers of the Church of which he was to make use later in his works.”

However, Gregory's cloistered retirement did not last long. In fact, Pope Pelagius appointed him deacon and sent him to Constantinople to help overcome the last remains of the monophysite controversy, and above all to obtain the emperor's support in the effort to contain the Lombard invaders. The Pope recalled that, “his stay in Constantinople, where he again took up the monastic life with a group of monks, was most important for Gregory, as it allowed him to gain direct experience in the Byzantine world, as well as to address the problem of the Lombards, which would later acutely test his ability and energy in the years of his pontificate. After some years, he was recalled to Rome by the Pope, who appointed him his secretary.” They were difficult years with constant rains, rivers bursting their banks, famine, and plague that claimed many victims, Pope Pelagius II among them. . The decision was unanimous in electing Gregory as Successor to the See of Peter. After trying to resist, in the end he gave in. It was the year 590. 

The new Pontiff began to work immediately with determination, showing that from the beginning he had, as Benedict XVI pointed out, “a singularly lucid vision of reality against which he should be measured, an extraordinary capacity for work in addressing both ecclesial as well as civil issues, a constant balance in his decisions, including the difficult ones that his mission imposed on him. An ample documentation is kept of his governance thanks to the Register of his letters -- approximately 800 -- which reflect the daily confrontation of complex questions that arrived on his desk.” He dedicated all his energy to resolving the problems that afflicted Italy and Rome at that time there was one of particular relevance in both the civil as well as ecclesial ambits: the Lombard question. “St. Gregory looked on these people with the eyes of the Good Shepherd, concerned about proclaiming to them the word of salvation, establishing with them relations of fraternity oriented toward a future peace founded on reciprocal respect and peaceful coexistence among Italians, imperialists and Lombards. He was concerned with the conversion of young peoples and immigrants in Britain and the Lombards were the privileged beneficiaries of his evangelizing mission.”

Benedict XVI also recalled the series of letters sent from Pope Gregory to with Queen Theodelinda, who was a Bavarian princess with a profound Catholic faith that played an important role in reaching peaceful terms with the Lombardi. “The work of this queen constitutes a beautiful testimony of the importance of women in the history of the Church.” 

Along with his purely spiritual and pastoral action, Pope Gregory was also an active protagonist of a multi-faceted social activity, in spite of his delicate health that often obliged him to stay in bed for long days. “Despite the most difficult conditions in which he had to act, he succeeded in winning, thanks to the holiness of his life and his rich humanity, the trust of the faithful, obtaining for his time and for the future truly great results. He was a man immersed in God: The desire for God was always alive in the depth of his soul and precisely because of this he was always very close to his neighbor, to the needs of the people of his time. During a disastrous and desperate time, he was able to create peace and hope. This man of God shows us the true fonts of peace, from which true hope comes, and so becomes a guide also for us today.”

At the close of the Audience, the Pope gave a special greeting to the priests from the “Pontificio Collegio San Paolo Apostolo” who have finished their studies in the carious Pontifical Universities and will now return to their countries: “Dear priests, I encourage you to always live your pastoral ministry with fidelity, treasuring the formation you have received during these years in Rome.” Later, he greeted the teachers, students, and parents of the pilgrimage “Maestre Pie Filippini,” on the occasion of the 300th anniversary of the opening of Rome’s first school by Saint Lucia Filippini. He encouraged the Sisters to follow the example of their Foundress, to take advantage of their work to “contribute with renewed vigor, in response to the education emergency of the city of Rome, the heart of Christianity.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2008 righe 74, parole 1010)

29 May 2008 – Audience to a group of Ambassadors for the presentation of Credential Letters 

VATICAN - The Pope tells new Ambassadors: “The international community is also called to act -- over and above simple justice -- by showing its solidarity with the poorest and ensuring a better distribution of wealth.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On May 29, the Holy Father received the Letters of Credence of nine new ambassadors to the Holy See (Tanzania, Uganda, Liberia, Chad, Bangladesh, Belarus, Guinea, Sri Lanka, and Nigeria). In his address, he told them that “in our modern-day world, the leaders of nations have an important role to play, not only in their own country, but also in international relations, sot that every person, wherever he may live, may enjoy decent living conditions.” 

Such principles can also be applied on an international level, the Holy Father pointed out. “In all cases, the international community is also called to act - over and above simple justice - by showing its solidarity with the poorest and ensuring a better distribution of wealth, enabling especially those countries whose wealth resides in the soil or under the soil to be the primary beneficiaries thereof. Rich countries cannot appropriate what comes from other lands. Justice and solidarity must mean that the international community oversees the distribution of resources, placing special attention in promoting the development of those countries most in need.”

In addition to justice, it is also necessary to develop fraternal relations, the Pope said, “in order to create well- balanced societies where harmony and peace can reign, and to regulate any problems that may arise through dialogue and negotiation, without using any form of violence which always affects the weakest and poorest people.”

Benedict XVI later reflected on the fact that “all people with responsibility in public life are primarily called to make their mission one of service to their compatriots and, in a broader sense, to all the inhabitants of the planet.”

For their part, the local Churches will not fail to do everything possible to make their contribution to the wellbeing of their compatriots, sometimes in difficult situations. “Their desire is tirelessly to continue serving human beings, all human beings, without discrimination of any kind,” the Holy Father concluded, expressing his best wishes to the Ambassadors in the service that they are called to perform in diplomatic life. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2008)

29 May 2008 – Discourse to general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Italian Bishops: “For us Bishops, for our priests, for catechists, and for the entire Christian community, the educational emergency assumes a very specific form: that of the transmission of the faith to the new generations."

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “In Italy, as in many other countries, there is a strong sense of what we could call an authentic ‘educational emergency,’” said the Holy Father Benedict XVI on May 29, in a meeting held in the Vatican’s Synod Hall with the Members of the General Assembly of the Italian Bishops’ Conference. Congratulating the Bishops for the theme chosen for the Assembly, on “how to promote the encounter of young people with the Gospel, and more specifically, on the questions of evangelization and education of new generations,” the Holy Father pointed out: “For us Bishops, for our priests, for catechists, and for the entire Christian community, the educational emergency assumes a very specific form: that of the transmission of the faith to the new generations. And here, here in a unique manner, we must negotiate the obstacles placed in our way by relativism, by a culture that puts God within parenthesis and discourages all truly committed choices, and in particular definitive choices, rather privileging – in many areas of life - self-affirmation and immediate satisfaction.”

In response to these difficulties, the Pope encouraged the Bishops to welcome and support the many charisms and forms of evangelizing energy that the Holy Spirit has inspired in the Church, guiding them “so that they will always remain in the ambit of faith and of ecclesial communion,” and to place more effort in “promoting evangelization in the many forms and opportunities for encounter and presence that we maintain with youth, in parishes, oratories and schools.” In relation this initiative, the Holy Father highlighted the importance of personal relationships, especially through the Sacrament of Confession and spiritual direction. The great events, like those of Loreto and Sydney, “yield the fruits of our daily pastoral labor and at the same time, help them to fully witness the Church’s universality and the fraternity that should unite all nations.”

One of the most urgent needs today in the social sphere is for “educators that know how to be credible testimonies of the reality and values upon which one can build both his personal existence, as well as common and shared plans for life.” Benedict XVI said, reflecting on the “specific locations of formation, which are schools,” that “in a democratic state, which boasts the promotion of free initiatives in every field, the exclusion of adequate support to the commitment of ecclesiastical institutions in the area of schooling does not seem justified.” 

“Not only in the most important area of education, but also in its own general situation,” the Holy Father said, “Italy needs to overcome a difficult period in which economic and social dynamism seemed to weaken, faith in the future diminished, and the poverty of many families led to a growing sense of insecurity with the tendency of each individual to close in on himself and his personal concerns. It is precisely with this in mind that we should note with great joy the signs of a new climate that is more hopeful and more constructive...Obviously, this climate needs to be fortified and could soon disappear, if it is not made life in concrete results.” 

After encouraging the Bishops to make their specific contribution so that “Italy may see a period of progress and harmony, employing those energies and driving forces that find their origin in the great history of Christianity,” Benedict XVI reminded them that “the fundamental problem of mankind today remains the problem of God. No other human and social problem can truly be solved if God does not return to the center of our lives.”

At the end of his speech, the Pope highlighted other fundamental points worthy of the Italian Bishops’ attention: “Within the framework of a healthy and well-understood laicism, it is important to resist all tendencies to consider religion, and in particular Christianity, as a purely private matter.” He then went on to address the importance of the family based on marriage, “in order to promote a pastoral ministry that is ready to face the challenges that it must face today...as well as, to ask public institutions for coherent policies that recognize the central role families play in society... We must remain strong and constant in our commitment to the dignity and protection of human life in all moments and conditions, from the moment of conception and the embryonic stage to the situations of illness and suffering, until natural death. We cannot close our eyes and remain silent in the face of the poverty, discomfort and social injustice that afflict such a large part of humankind, and that require generous commitment from everyone.”

Lastly, the Pope expressed his joy at the celebration of the 40th anniversary of the foundation of the daily journal “Avvenire” and for the new translation of the Bible, that is fitting in preparation for the upcoming Synod of Bishops. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2008)

30 May 2008 – Audience with Bishops of  Myanmar on their ad limina visit

VATICAN - The Holy Father addresses the Bishops of Myanmar: “May God open the hearts of all so that a concerted effort may be made to facilitate and coordinate the ongoing endeavor to bring relief to the suffering and rebuild the country’s infrastructure.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The particular commitment of the Church in Myanmar to the poor and needy, noteworthy and appreciated, was mentioned by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during an audience held with the Bishops of Myanmar on May 30, upon the occasion of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit. Recalling the recent Cyclone Nargis that hit the country, the Pope said, “During these difficult days, I know how grateful the Burmese people are for the Church’s efforts to provide shelter, food, water, and medicine to those still in distress. I am hopeful that, following the agreement recently reached on the provision of aid by the international community, all who are ready to help will be able to furnish the type of assistance required and enjoy effective access to the places where it is needed most... May God open the hearts of all so that a concerted effort may be made to facilitate and coordinate the ongoing endeavor to bring relief to the suffering and rebuild the country’s infrastructure.” 

Thus, the Pope was pleased to note that, “an increasing number of women are responding to the call to consecrated life” and affirmed that “preparing candidates for this service of prayer and apostolic work requires an investment of time and resources. The formation courses offered by the Catholic Religious Conference of Myanmar attest to the cooperation possible between different religious communities with due respect for the particular charism of each, and point to the need for sound academic, spiritual and human formation.” Similar signs of hope are seen in the rising number of vocations to the priesthood. The Pope then encouraged the Bishops “to continue making the necessary sacrifices to ensure that seminarians receive the integral formation that will enable them to become authentic heralds of the New Evangelization.”

The lay faithful, as well, are also “in need of a robust and dynamic Christian formation which will inspire them to carry the Gospel message to their workplaces, families, and to society at large.” Citing the many new catechetical and spiritual initiatives being carried out by the laity, the Pontiff encouraged the Bishops to remind those entrusted to their care, “to turn continually to the nourishment of the Eucharist through participation in the liturgy and silent contemplation. Effective programs of evangelization and catechesis also require clear planning and organization if they are to achieve the desired end of teaching Christian truth and drawing people into the love of Christ.”

Towards the end of his address, Benedict XVI showed his content at the number of new initiatives being carried out by the Bishops of Myanmar as a result of the First Asian Mission Congress and directed towards Buddhists, encouraging them to “develop ever better relations with Buddhists for the good of your individual communities and of the entire nation.”

At the end of his speech, thanking the Bishops for their faithful ministry even “in the midst of difficult circumstances and setbacks,” Benedict XVI recalled the upcoming inauguration of the “special Jubilee year in honour of Saint Paul.” He said, “Paul exhorts us to keep our gaze fixed on the glory that awaits us so as never to despair in the pain and sufferings of today... I invite you to join Saint Paul in the sure confidence that nothing—neither distress, or persecution, or famine, nor things present, nor things to come—can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

30 May 2008 – Audience with members of the ‘Centesimus Annus - Pro Pontifice’ Foundation

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells the Foundation “Centesimus Annus-Pro Pontifice”: “The focus of all economic planning...should always be the person, created in the image of God and willed by Him for the care and administration of the immense resources of creation.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Harmonious development is possible, if the economic and political decisions placed in effect take into account the fundamental principals that make them accessible by all people. I am mainly referring to the principles of subsidiarity and solidarity. The focus of all economic planning, especially considering the vast and complex challenge of relations that characterizes the post-modern era, there should always be the person, created in the image of God and willed by Him for the care and administration of the immense resources of creation. Only a shared culture of responsible and active participation will enable human beings to consider themselves nor just as users or passive witnesses, but active participants in world development.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the members of the Foundation Centesimus Annus-Pro Pontifice, received in an audience on May 31.

After expressing his acknowledgement of the Foundation’s service to the Church, “offering a generous contribution to the many initiatives of the Holy See, at the service of the poor in so many parts of the world,” the Pope recalled the theme of their meeting this year: “Social Capital and Human Development” and pointed out that, “with the spirit of a faithful administrator, man should use the God-given resources entrusted to him by placing them at the disposition of all people. In other words, it is necessary to prevent profit becoming purely individual, and to guard against forms of collectivism that oppress personal freedom. Economic and commercial interests must never become exclusive, because this would be an effective affront to human dignity.” 

Making reference to the current process of globalization in the world, Benedict XVI mentioned that “the great challenge of today is to 'globalize', not just economic and commercial interests, but also the call for solidarity, while respecting and taking advantage of the contribution of all components of society...economic growth should never be separated from the objective of an integral human and social development. With that in mind, in her social doctrine the Church emphasizes the importance of the contribution of the intermediary bodies, according to the principle of subsidiarity, in order to freely contribute to the orientation of cultural and social changes and to the authentic progress of man and of the whole of creation.”

At the end of his address, the Holy Father encouraged members of the Foundation to offer the contribution of their reflection, “on the creation of a just world economic order" and to continue their work at the service of humanity. He then concluded saying, “On the last day, on the Day of Judgement, we will be asked whether we used what God placed at out disposal to meet legitimate requirements, to help our fellow man, especially the smallest and those most in need. May the Virgin Mary, who today we contemplate in her visit to her elderly cousin Elizabeth, make each of you always considerate of others in need.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

links

31 May 2008 – Liturgy to close the Marian Month of May  

VATICAN - The Holy Father concludes the Month of Mary encouraging all to continue praying the Rosary, “so that, in the school of Mary, the lamp of faith may shine ever brighter in the heart of Christians and in their houses.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Rosary, when it is not a mechanical repetition of traditional formulas, is a biblical meditation that permits us to reflect on the events of the Lord’s life in the company of the Blessed Virgin, treasuring them, as she did, in our heart. In many Christian communities there is the beautiful custom of reciting the Rosary in a more solemn way together with the family and in parishes. Now that the month is ending, this good practice should not also end; indeed it should be continued with a still greater commitment, so that, in the school of Mary, the lamp of faith may shine ever brighter in the heart of Christians and in their houses.” This was Pope Benedict XVI’s recommendation made at the close of the celebration of the conclusion of the Month of Mary, which took place in the evening on Saturday, March 31 in Saint Peter’s Square. After reciting the Holy Rosary, while an image of the Virgin Mary was carried in procession through the Plaza, there was a para-liturgical celebration at the end of which the Holy Father came out to the “Sagrato” in front of the Basilica to give a brief address. 

In his reflection, the Pope made reference to the Gospel passage for the feast of the Visitation, May 31, in which Mary leaves Nazareth to go and visit his cousin Elizabeth. “Before being concerned about herself, Mary thinks rather of the elderly Elizabeth, whom she knew was already in an advanced stage of pregnancy, and, driven by the mystery of love that she had just received into herself, she made her way ‘with haste’ to go help Elizabeth. This is the simple and sublime greatness of Mary! When she arrived at Elizabeth’s house... the Holy Spirit enveloped them.” In response to Elizabeth’s words that are inspired from on High, “Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb!,” Mary – whose soul is without sin, not weighed down by pride and by egoism, responds in a hymn of praise: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.” 

The Pope continued, saying, “Mary ‘sees’ with the eyes of faith God’s work in history. For this reason she is blessed, because she believed: by faith, in fact, she welcomed the word of the Lord and conceived the incarnate Word. Her faith allowed her to see that the thrones of the powerful of this world are all provisional, while the throne of God is the only rock that does not change and does not fall. And Mary’s ‘Magnificat,’ after centuries and millennia, remains the truest and the deepest interpretation of history, while the readings of the many wise persons of this world have been disproved by the facts over the course of the centuries.”

The Holy Father concluded his address encouraging those present to return home, “with the Magnificat in our heart.” “Let us carry in us Mary’s same sentiments of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, her faith and her hope, her docile abandonment into the hands of divine providence. Let us imitate her example of availability and generosity in serving our brothers and sisters. In fact, we are only able to raise a canticle of praise to the Lord by welcoming God’s love and making of our existence a disinterested and generous service of neighbor.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Universal Church

“The Church which is born at Pentecost is not primarily a particular Community - the Church of Jerusalem - but the universal Church, which speaks the languages of all peoples. From her other communities were to be born in every part of the world, particular Churches which are all and always actualisation of the one and only Church of Christ.” (Papal Mass on Pentecost Sunday 11 May 2008 – CAPOVERSO 4, RIGA 13).

Ecumenism

“In the days following the Ascension of the Lord until Pentecost Sunday, the disciples, with Mary, were gathered in the Upper Room to pray. They knew that they themselves could not create or organise the Church: the Church had to be born and organised by divine initiative; she is not created by us, she is a gift of God. And this is likewise the only way in which she creates unity, a unity that must grow. ” (General audience 7 May 2008 ).

Educative Emergency

“When, in fact, in a society and in a culture marked by a pervasive relativism and not rarely by aggressiveness, fundamental certainties, the values and the hopes that give life meaning seem to weaken, the temptation is easily spread among parents as well as teachers to renounce their own duty, and even preceded by the risk of not clearly understanding their own role and mission.” (Address to the general assembly of the Italian Bishops' Conference 29 May 2008 ).

Eucharist

“Kneeling before the Eucharist is a profession of freedom: those who bow to Jesus cannot and must not prostrate themselves before any earthly authority, however powerful. We Christians kneel only before God or before the Most Blessed Sacrament ” (Solemnity of Corpus Christi 22 May 2008 ).

Family

“the family, even the migrant family and the itinerant family, constitutes the original cell of society which must not be destroyed but rather defended with courage and patience. It represents the community in which from infancy the child has been taught to worship and love God, learning the grammar of human and moral values and learning to make good use of freedom in the truth.” (Audience to the Plenary of the Pontifical Council for the pastoral care of migrants and itinerant peoples 15 May 2008 ).

Youth

“It is therefore vital to choose well, not to destroy the future. And the first and fundamental choice must be God, God revealed in the Son Jesus Christ, and in the light of this choice which at the same time offers us company on the way, trustworthy company that never abandons me, in the light of this choice criteria are found to make the other necessary choices” (Meeting with young people, Genova 18 May 2008 ).

Natural Law

“Natural law, which is at the root of the recognition of true equality between persons and peoples, deserves to be recognised as the source that inspires the relationship between the spouses in their responsibility for begetting new children. The transmission of life is inscribed in nature and its laws stand as an unwritten norm to which all must refer.” ((Audience with participants at a Congress promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University to mark the 40th anniversary of the Humanae vitae” Encyclical, 10 May 2008)

Matrimony

“the story of the union of life and love between a man and a woman in the covenant of marriage was used by God as a symbol of salvation history. For this very reason, the union of life and love based on the marriage between a man and a woman, which constitutes the family, is an indispensable good for society as a whole and must not be confused or likened to other types of union. ” (Audience to participants at the Forum of Family Associations and the European Federation of Catholic Family Associations 16 May 2008).

Mission

“In a missionary Church, placed before an educational emergency such as that which is found in Italy today, may you who love and serve her be tireless heralds and trained and generous educators; in a Church called to give even very demanding proof of fidelity and tempted by adaptation, be courageous witnesses and prophets of Gospel radicalism” (meeting with Italian Catholic Action 4 May 2008 ).

The human person

“In particular, Jesus has revealed to us that man is essentially a "son", a creature who lives in the relationship with God the Father, and in this way in relationship with all his brothers and sisters. Man is not fulfilled in an absolute autonomy, deceiving himself that he is God but, on the contrary, by recognising himself as a child, an open creature, reaching out to God and to his brethren in whose faces he discovers the image of their common Father” (Eucharistic Concelebration, Piazza della Vittoria in Genova 18 May 2008).

The Rosary

“In the current world, so dispersive, this prayer helps to put Christ at the centre, as the Virgin did, who meditated within all that was said about her Son, and also what he did and said. When reciting the Rosary, the important and meaningful moments of salvation history are relived.” (Rosary Prayer 3 May 2008 ).

Human sexuality

“If the practice of sexuality becomes a drug that seeks to enslave one's partner to one's own desires and interests, without respecting the cycle of the beloved, then what must be defended is no longer solely the true concept of love but in the first place the dignity of the person.” (Audience with participants at a Congress promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University to mark the 40th anniversary of the Humanae vitae” Encyclical, 10 May 2008).

Human Life

“In the fruitfulness of conjugal love, the man and the woman share in the Father's creative act and make it clear that at the origin of their spousal life they pronounce a genuine "yes" which is truly lived in reciprocity, remaining ever open to life” (Audience with participants at a Congress promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University to mark the 40th anniversary of the Humanae vitae” Encyclical, 10 May 2008).

The consecrated Life

“As Cardinal Giuseppe Siri, a zealous Pastor of this Archdiocese for several decades and now buried in this Cathedral of yours, wrote: "Religious life pivots around God and arranges all things around God and thus becomes a witness of God and the call of God"” (meeting with members of the Cathedral Chapter and Consecrated Persons S. Lorenzo Cathedral Genova 18 May 2008).

QUESTIONES

The Year of St Paul - AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Message of the Bishops for the Pauline Year: “a special time to reaffirm our commitment as members of the Church and renew our decision to follow Christ the Lord.”

Caracas (Agenzia Fides) - “The Year of St Paul will be celebrated in the entire Universal Church and its objective is not only to make the life and works of the Apostle to the Gentiles known. Indeed, it is also an invitation to all believers and men of good will to deepen their knowledge of the message that, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he left for the Church.” With these words, the Bishops of Venezuela opened their Message that they wrote on the occasion of the inauguration of the Pauline Year, which is to begin June 29. 

Firstly, the Bishops present the figure of the apostle who, “from the moment of his conversion and baptism, overcoming a myriad of difficulties, became a courageous apostle of the Lord.” He also stood out “as a missionary capable of overcoming any kind of obstacle, from prisons and shipwrecks, to misunderstandings and criticism - all with the purpose of bringing the Gospel message to the entire world.” His awareness of his mission as an Apostle of Christ led him to “take on two fundamental attitudes: the commitment to announce the Lord’s Gospel and, most importantly, to reveal the meaning of his life.” “He never hesitated in taking the opportunity to evangelize,” the text continued. For him, evangelizing “was not only a theoretical announcing of God’s word.” Rather, he truly identified himself with Jesus’ command to go and make disciples of all nations. 

The Bishops mention three characteristics of Paul’s work of evangelization. Firstly, “the explicit announcement of the Gospel, which he carried out in a convincing manner, with his own personal conviction and gathering from his own personal experience of the mystery of Christ.” Secondly, there is “his commitment to building the Church, to creating and sustaining the ecclesial communities entrusted to his care.” Lastly, there is his insistence in the conversion that is implied by having faith in Christ. Believing in Christ is a call to the faithful to “put on Christ” and act in His name, walk in the newness of life. 

In harmony with what the universal Church proposes, according to the Plenary Council of Venezuela, the Bishops reflect on the fact that this is “a special time to reaffirm our commitment as members of the Church, the Body of Christ,” and to “renew our decision to follow Christ the Lord.” With that in mind, they encourage all pastoral workers, especially the parish pastors, catechists, and religious, to promote the reading and study of Paul’s Letter. They also encourage the pastors, rectors of seminaries, leaders of Catholic Universities, religious superiors, and heads of ecclesial movements, as well as all other pastoral workers to organize study days on the life and work of St. Paul. They also ask that every diocese and all ecclesial communities organize an inauguration ceremony for the Pauline Year, with a special Mass on a date near June 29. 

“We hope that this Pauline Year may be a special time for the various communities and Church groups to confirm their faith, hope, and love that come to us from Jesus the Lord.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/5/2008; righe 40, parole 512)

Catastrophes - ASIA/MYANMAR - International community takes action to help the victims of Cyclone Nargis. Calculation of the exact number of victims has been impossible.

Yangoon (Agenzia Fides) - International aid has begun to reach the victims of Cyclone Nargis. Caritas Internationalis, the United Nations through the High Commissioner for Refugees, the Red Cross, and several humanitarian aid organizations are already on the move in the Myanmar’s capital, Yangoon, as well as in other areas of the country. One of the major difficulties that the international aid is facing are the restrictions from the country’s authorities, which are imposed on any external relation. However, there are positive signs in this area, as a group of experts from the UN will visit the capital of Myanmar to make a preliminary assessment of the damages and they have already managed to send an initial shipment of $10 million dollars in aid. It has also been publicized that Myanmar’s authorities have accepted aid from the United States. 

The toll of victims continues to remain uncertain. Until yesterday, the number was 25,000 dead, however today sources say that it is a catastrophe with incalculable proportions. According to the military authorities in Burma, in the District of Labutta, in the Irrawaddy Delta, alone there could be at least 80,000 dead. Sources from the United States have placed the number at 100,000 dead.

Entire villages have been destroyed. The Red Cross says that at least 1 million people have lost their houses, unaware of the dangers of epidemics. According to some local sources, in the region of Daala and Twantey, south of Yangoon, with a population of 300,000, 80% of the buildings have been destroyed and other areas are covered by a meter (about three feet) of water. It is also evident that the people are constantly more dependent on food assistance, as the food reserves are running out and the price of rice has tripled. In the areas of Twantey and Daala, the population has taken refuge near convents and schools, without food or drinking water. This grouping together of the people in certain places (over 50 in the Twantey region), is presenting a challenge in trying to provide sufficient aid. 

Caritas Italy commented on the risk of water contamination, as tubes have ruptured. “In Myanmar,” the Catholic charity organization commented, “while the number of victims from Cyclone Nargis rises, the most serious emergency is that of the water, as it creates a great risk for epidemics.” Caritas, thanks to the coordination of international networks, is already providing first aid assistance, after assessing the situation of the affected areas in the Dioceses of Yangon, Pyay, Mawlamyine, and Pathein. The intervention is being provided through the distribution of basic necessities, especially drinking water, food, and medicine, as well as providing assistance and lodging for victims in churches, parish structures, and other sites where there has already been an aid effort begun for the population. Yesterday, Pope Benedict XVI made an emphatic appeal for international solidarity in the face of this tragic situation that Myanmar is suffering, at the close of his General Audience. (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2008; righe 38, parole 491)

Catastrophes -  ASIA/CHINA - Chinese Catholics working on the front lines in the earthquake zone, expressing solidarity and spiritual support on behalf of all Catholics and invoking the Madonna of She Shan

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The Catholic world has expressed its support and prayer to the Chinese suffering the aftermath of an earthquake. Chinese Catholics are praying and working on the front lines in the earthquake zone, especially through the coordination of the Dioceses that have been affected by the quake. Just days before the Universal Day of Prayer for the Church in China, called for by Pope Benedict XVI in his Letter to Chinese Catholics on May 27, 2007, Chinese Catholics are praying intensely to Our Lady Help of Christians, whose feast is May 24, asking that she assist the Chinese people in this time of pain and trial. 

Up until now, 9,219 people have been officially reported dead from the violent earthquake that measured 7.8 on the Richter scale and struck Si Chuan, a southwestern province of continental China. The epicenter was located in the district of Wen Chuan, with a population of 105,436 (according to statistics from 2007). Over 60,000 people are still unaccounted for there. 

According to the most recent information sent to Agenzia Fides from the Catholic dioceses, about forty churches in the Diocese of Cheng Du, Si Chuan’s capital city, have been damaged. Among them was an older Church that has been completely leveled, along with the other buildings nearby. The seminarians from the Seminary of Si Chuan have all had to transfer to tents outside the building. According to Auxiliary Bishop of Wan Zhou, Bishop He Ze Qing, “we celebrated Mass this morning for the people affected and asking for help and support. Various churches in the diocese have been damaged, including the Bishop’s Residence and the offices of clergy.”

According to a priest in the Diocese of Chong Qing, ten churches there have been damaged. In the Diocese of Nan Chong, three churches show long and deep cracks in the structure and cannot be used. The faithful immediately organized a prayer vigil and have already made a collection for raising funds. The Diocese of Yi Bin, located at 300 kilometers from the epicenter of the earthquake has immediately organized aid. One of the faithful from the area said, “we are followers of Christ, and we should bear witness to Him in every circumstance, especially in a situation like this. We are praying for the peace and security of our brothers and sisters, for our country, for everyone.” Also worrisome is the situation of the parish church of Ya An, in the Diocese of La Shan, which has been severely damaged. In the area, there are several older churches, however it has been impossible to make contact with them yet. The area near the epicenter can only be reached by satellite telephone. 

Bishop Han Ji De of Ping Liang, in the province of Gan Su, immediately following the earthquake celebrated Mass for the country’s citizens. In that province, various churches and other Catholic structures have been severely damaged. From Beijing to Jiang Su (east), from Yun Nan (south) to Liao Ning (north), all the Chinese Catholic communities have taken action and are bearing witness to Christian love in the name of all the world’s Catholics. Just months after the travesty of the snow and ice of this past January, from whose effects the population has not yet recovered, once again the Catholic association Jinde Charities is working on front lines to coordinate Catholic aid in response to this new emergency situation. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 13/05/2008 - righe 42, parole 566)

Culture - EUROPE/ITALIA - “We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people”: professors of Rome’s universities reflect on Benedict XVI’s Letter on the urgent task of education

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - “The urgent task of education: the universities of Rome reflect on the Letter from Benedict XVI.” This was the theme of a seminar that was held May 14, in Rome, organized by the Office for Campus Ministry for the Diocese of Rome, in conjunction with the Conference of Rectors of the Universities in Lazio and the Conference of Rectors of the Roman Pontifical Universities. The focus for reflection was the letter from the Holy Father written to the Diocese and City of Rome, on the urgent task of education, presented to the faithful this past February 24. 

“The education emergency is a challenge that university professors want and should respond to, listening to the petitions that arrive from families and professors asking for support,” said Archbishop Luigi Moretti, Vicegerent of the Diocese of Rome, in opening the session. It is an urgency that lies above all in the difficulty in transmitting values to the new generations, so often bombarded by the mass media with examples and lifestyles that are not always correct. 

“We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people,” said Fr. Pedro Barrajon, Rector of the Pontifical Ateneo Regina Apostolorum and Secretary of the Conference of Rectors of Roman Pontifical Universities. “I think that these two values are fundamental and it is our duty to transmit them to our young people and fight so that they are not lost.” 

Among the many subjects addressed during the encounter was the importance of educating students in openness to others and the testimony that the professors themselves offer students. “Before we educate young people, we need to educate the educators,” said Lucia Chiappetta Caiola, professor at the Roma Tre University. “We should offer professors today more incentives and that they really believe in what they are doing, because only in this way will they be an inspiration to upcoming generations in living life’s challenges to the fullest.” 

Monsignor Lorenzo Leuzzi, Director of the Campus Ministry Office, in concluding the encounter, announced that the discussion of education would continue unfolding with new initiatives in the upcoming pastoral year. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008; righe 28, parole 355)

Culture - VATICAN - Congress for Catholic University Communications Departments: developing not only new technologies, but also knowledge and reflection

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “While the development of new technologies is extraordinary, no less importance should be given - in our perspective - to what we could call the development of knowledge and reflection.” With these words, Archbishop Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, opened the Congress for Catholic University Communications Departments, with the theme “The Identity and Mission of a Communications Department in a Catholic University,” that took place at the Pontifical Urban University.

According to Archbishop Celli, if the recognition of the truth and its communication to all people is the main purpose of Catholic media, then confrontation and dialogue with those who work in this field takes on great relevance in reaching an ever greater awareness and care in serving the Church and the Papacy. The dialogue and exchange of experiences and reflections are, therefore, the leitmotiv of the entire dicastery of Social Communications, of which Archbishop Celli has been President for less than one year. 

The three-day Congress has addressed numerous themes, from the challenges of communications in the digital era, to communications ethics; from the diversity of identity and mission according to the various geographic and religious situations, to the greater commitment of Catholic universities in transmitting solid values to their students. The anthropology and social doctrine of the Church are issues that cannot be excluded from the education of any student - Catholic or non-Catholic - without becoming an obstacle in their great intellectual fecundity. This enables the student to illumine and strengthen his own knowledge and not simply uncritically absorb acquired information. These were some of the reflections given by Professor Norberto Gonzalez Gaitano from the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross. In an era of neo-liberalism in the communications market, in which the Church is often perceived by the public eye as a source of conflict, it is necessary that those working in the media return to a Christian ethic in the portrayal of the Church and the Holy Father (just recall Benedict XVI’s address scheduled for Rome’s “La Sapienza” University).

Not only is it important what is taught, but how it is taught, said Professor Gildasio Mendes Santos, of the Catholic University Don Bosco, in Campo Grande (Brazil), who has nearly one thousand students in class every day, most of whom are Catholics. Jesus was a great communicator who used listening, dialogue, and celebration to communicate with the men of His time. Personal involvement, communication of the person himself, dialogue and conveying the message to students that they are capable of building anything, are all fundamental characteristics of the Catholic communicator and the communications professor. And we must not forget that, as Monsignor Giuseppe Scotti pointed out, Christian communication of the truth passes through the recognition and transmission of beauty. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2008; righe 38, parole 458)

Education - AMERICA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - The Church is willing to support the new 10-Year Plan for Education, “in order to contribute to the process of guaranteeing a quality education based on genuine human values.”

Santo Domingo (Agenzia Fides) - The Dominican Republic’s Bishops’ Conference issued a statement on some of their observations regarding the 10-Year Plan for Education 2008 that was presented on April 29 of this year. According to the Bishops, “the ten main policies that form this 10-Year Plan respond to the needs of our country and our students and are geared towards the quest for a quality education.” For this reason, they value the initiative and they also hope that the plan “may be an opportunity to overcome the delays and limitations that we still have in the area of education, as well as offer the possibility for all citizens to have access to a quality education.”

The Bishops express their desire that this new 10-Year Plan “truly grant men and women a solid human and integral formation, that allows them to obtain knowledge of science and technology , as well as the practice and living of a series of values that make them free, reflective, firm, just, and sensible in responding to the social situation.”

They consider it a positive note that “the plan is based on a series of values that relate to the moral and ethical aspect of the person,” as the purpose of education is to form the person. However, they also request that “Christian values that are taught are also shown on a practical and concrete level in the curricular planning” and that “Christian values that are characteristic of the Dominican Republic’s society along with ethic and moral values may permeate every perspective and activity in the plan.”

They also hope that there can be “Schools for Parents, in which they can participate in the different activities and that the Secretariate can count on the teachers and orientation leaders who can guide this process.”

Another aspect that the Bishops consider positive is the consolidation of the teaching of information technology and communications media. In this sense, they hope that “they may count on an adequate infrastructure, with a good management...that guarantees the equal opportunity for all students of the Dominican Republic.”

“We are aware,” the Bishops say, “that education is a continuous commitment, long and costly, with a great need for many resources; but this is what makes it necessary and urgent that the right quantity established in the General Education Law be provided,” as “Education should be an authentic policy of the government.” For this reason, it is important “that the necessary resources are distributed, that this 10-Year Plan may reach beyond the present government and be identified by the entire society as such.”

“The Church is willing, as it has done in the past, to support and co-operate via its various educational institutions, in this new 10-Year Plan for Education 2008-2018 and thus, contribute to the process of the establishment of a quality education, based on genuine human values, for the entire nation of the Dominican Republic. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2008; righe 35, parole 482)

Education - EUROPE/ITALY - “We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people”: professors of Rome’s universities reflect on Benedict XVI’s Letter on the urgent task of education

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - “The urgent task of education: the universities of Rome reflect on the Letter from Benedict XVI.” This was the theme of a seminar that was held May 14, in Rome, organized by the Office for Campus Ministry for the Diocese of Rome, in conjunction with the Conference of Rectors of the Universities in Lazio and the Conference of Rectors of the Roman Pontifical Universities. The focus for reflection was the letter from the Holy Father written to the Diocese and City of Rome, on the urgent task of education, presented to the faithful this past February 24. 

“The education emergency is a challenge that university professors want and should respond to, listening to the petitions that arrive from families and professors asking for support,” said Archbishop Luigi Moretti, Vicegerent of the Diocese of Rome, in opening the session. It is an urgency that lies above all in the difficulty in transmitting values to the new generations, so often bombarded by the mass media with examples and lifestyles that are not always correct. 

“We should learn to transmit trust and hope in the future to our young people,” said Fr. Pedro Barrajon, Rector of the Pontifical Ateneo Regina Apostolorum and Secretary of the Conference of Rectors of Roman Pontifical Universities. “I think that these two values are fundamental and it is our duty to transmit them to our young people and fight so that they are not lost.” 

Among the many subjects addressed during the encounter was the importance of educating students in openness to others and the testimony that the professors themselves offer students. “Before we educate young people, we need to educate the educators,” said Lucia Chiappetta Caiola, professor at the Roma Tre University. “We should offer professors today more incentives and that they really believe in what they are doing, because only in this way will they be an inspiration to upcoming generations in living life’s challenges to the fullest.” 

Monsignor Lorenzo Leuzzi, Director of the Campus Ministry Office, in concluding the encounter, announced that the discussion of education would continue unfolding with new initiatives in the upcoming pastoral year. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008; righe 28, parole 355)

Eucharist - AFRICA/ETHIOPIA - 3,000 people attend the closure of the Eucharistic Congress in Ethiopia with Cardinal Ivan Dias, Special Envoy of the Holy Father, who later proceeded to Djibouti

Addis Ababa (Agenzia Fides) - “The celebration of the new Christian Millenium is a very important event in Ethiopia, as it defines one of the characteristics of the national identity,” Fides was told by Archbishop Ramiro Moliner Ingles, Apostolic Nuncio in Ethiopia. The Great Jubilee and the Ethiopian New Christian Millenium is being celebrated September 2007 to September 2008, according to the Ethiopian calendar (see Fides 2/5/2008). “The civil authorities expressed their wish to extend this celebration to all Africa, as is stated in a document from the African Union, headquartered in Ethiopia’s capital city of Addis Ababa,” the Nuncio mentioned. 

“The Catholic Church’s contribution to the celebrations began with the National Eucharistic Congress, which concluded on Sunday, May 4, in the presence of Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and the Holy Father’s Special Envoy,” Archbishop Moliner Ingles said. “With the Eucharistic Congress, the local Catholic Bishops have recalled Our Lord’s promise: ‘I am with you until the end of time.’ Christ’s presence among men takes place primarily through the Eucharist.” On May 4, there was a Closing Mass held for the National Eucharistic Congress in Mary, Help of Christians Parish Church, run by the Salesian Fathers, in Addis Ababa. The Mass was held in the Eastern Rite and in the Amharic language, presided by Archbishop Berhaneyesus D. Souraphiel of Addis Ababa, President of the Ethiopian Bishops’ Conference. Cardinal Dias delivered the homily in the English language, with a translation into Amharic. Nearly 3,000 faithful attended the Mass.

On May 5, Cardinal Dias traveled to Djibouti upon the invitation of Bishop Giorgio Bertin. “I am very grateful to Cardinal Dias for having accepted this invitation,” Bishop Bertin told Agenzia Fides. “I had asked him if he could visit Djibouti, on his trip to Ethiopia, in order to encourage our small Church in continuing its mission of giving testimony to the Christian faith in an Islamic country.”

“His Eminence celebrated a Mass in the Cathedral, the same one that was inaugurated by Cardinal Tisserand and that was recently restored,” Bishop Bertin said. “Later, he met with representatives from Caritas Djibouti, who play a fundamental role, because as I always say, our mission must be above all through charity and education.”

The following day, Cardinal Dias visited the “Ecole de la Nativite,” led by the Franciscan Missionary Sisters of Notre Dame, and the diocesan school that is attended by children from middle-class families, which is connected to a learning center for students who, for various reasons, cannot attend the school. The entire complex is led by the Presentation Sisters from India. Their foundation began in Como and their full name is “Daughters of the Presentation of the Most Holy Virgin in the Temple.” They are present in various parts of the world. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2008; righe 37, parole 466)

Eucharist - AMERICA/PERU - 4th Symposium on the Eucharist 2008, on the quest “to begin a new pastoral era and greater missionary commitment”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - “The Eucharist, privileged encounter of the disciple with the Lord,” will be the main theme for the 4th Symposium on the Eucharist 2008 being organized by the Parish of Saint Joseph the Worker, the Missionaries of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and Mary Most Holy, and the CEP “Virgen de Fatima” in Barranco and that will take place in Lima May 26-28. 

The symposium will be opened on Monday, May 26 by Cardinal Cardenal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima. Among the speakers are Bishop José Gea Escolano and Bishop Adriano Tomasi, Auxiliary Bishop of Lima. Bishop Escolano will speak on “The missionary disciples’ vocation to holiness” and Bishop Tomasi, on “The communion of the Church’s missionary disciples.”

Provincial Superior of the Congregation of Oblates of Saint Joseph, Father Manuel Manrique, OSJ, will speak on “Missionary disciples with specific vocations,” on May 27. Bishop Guillermo Inca Pereda, Vicar General of the Military Episcopate will give the closing speech on “The formation itinerary for missionary disciples in the Church.” 

This Symposium will have as a its main goal, to contribute to the awareness of Jesus in the Eucharist and to begin this new pastoral era, and a greater missionary commitment in order to offer the Gospel as the path to the true life that God gives man, as well as to renew and promote participation in the Catholic Church through the encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist.

The symposium is geared towards teachers, pastoral ministers, parish groups, religious communities, and the general public. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2008; righe 22, parole 256)

Family - EUROPE/BELGIUM - Presentation of the report on “The Evolution of the Family in Europe 2008”: a need for establishing an authentic and effective, integral family policy of universal character

Brussels (Agenzia Fides) - The European Network of the Institute for Family Policy (IPF) presented a report in the European Parliament, May 7, 2008, at 10:30am, on “The Evolution of the Family in Europe 2008,” coinciding with the celebration of the Day of Europe and the International Day of the Family. Participating in the act were: Mr. Eduardo Hertfelder, President of the International Federation of IPF; Lola Velarde, President of the IPF European Network; Jaime Mayor Oreja, European Deputy for Spain; Miroslav Mikolasik, European Deputy for Slovakia; and Jorge Cesar Das Neves, Council Member of European Policy of the European Commission.

The report was conducted by a team of experts in various fields, from different countries and contains three parts. The first was an analysis of the situation of the family in Europe and its evolution in the past 25 years in aspects such as demographics, birth rate, marriage, and households. The second was an analysis of the evolution of the various different policies that have emerged from the European Commission during this time and a comparative analysis of those applied in different countries within the European Union. As a result of this analysis, comes the third part that consists of a proposal with measures that the IPF considers necessary for the application of an authentic integral family policy and the application of public policies with a family perspective. “In order for European families to continue carrying out this irreplaceable function,” said Lola Velarde, “it is essential that the various organizations, institutions, and social groups support them. There is also a need for the various member countries to incorporate the family dimension into their economic and social policies.”

According to Ms. Velarde’s observations, “although there seems to be a growing interest of the EU for the family and its concerns, as is evident in the recent approval of such documents as the Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee on “The family and demographic growth", and the Communication of the European Commission: “The demographic future of Europe: from challenge to opportunity,” this form of action is not yet clear enough, however, and as a result of this insufficiency, the family-related problems continue to worsen.”

In fact, the rates of population, birth, marriage, and broken homes have all severely worsened in the past 27 years. The statistics given in the report on “The Evolution of the Family in Europe 2008” are eloquent and conclusive. Europe is immersed in a demographic winter and is now already an old continent - persons over 65 years of age already number 6 million more than youth under the age of 14. In addition, the slow rate of population growth is above all thanks to the immigration that forms 84% of the population growth of the European Union from 2000-2007. Likewise, the birthrate crisis has become serious as less and less children are born (almost a million less births than in 1980) and in addition, there are a million abortions that, along with cancer, constitute the number one cause of death in Europe. Lastly, there is a substantial drop in European marriages as there are lesser marriages and more that are broken - one million divorces a year-and households are becoming more solitary, as well, with 2 out of every 3 European homes are without children. 

Facing this situation, the IPF proposes that progress be made in terms of public policies with a “family perspective” in Europe and that an authentic and effective, integral family policy of universal character be established. This would be possible through 4 main plans of action: making the family a political priority; incorporating the “family perspective” into all actions, policies, and programs of the EU; promoting the convergence of national family policies, avoiding discrimination among countries; promote equal opportunity among European families, avoiding discriminations according to number of children, income, etc. 

Furthermore, the integral family policy should have a universal character (for all families), promoting the family as an institution, fostering the concept of family and promoting a favorable culture and environment that allows the family to confront day-to-day necessities, helping parents to have the children they would like to have, integrating the various areas of work, family life, and personal life in a truly human and constructive manner, helping to overcome family crises, recognizing the right of parents to educate their children, promoting the active participation of parents and associations and taking into account, through specific measures, the families with special needs. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2008; righe 59, parole 740)

Family - VATICAN - Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of 

Migrants and Itinerant People: “The family, vital cell of every society, can remain united even amidst mobility”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The 18th Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People was opened the morning of May 13, at the Dicastery’s headquarters in Piazza San Calisto in Vatican City. Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in making reference to the Dicastery’s most recent publications, reflected on the theme of the Plenary, “The emigrant and itinerant family,” in the modern globalized world that is especially characterized by a growth in human mobility.

The Cardinal observed that the family itself is one of the factors that leads to human mobility. People migrate, for example, in search of more favorable living conditions, they flee their land to take refuge in another, they move to a foreign country to study, they take a family trip with the purpose of strengthening family bonds, or they work on the sea or in aviation services in order to support their families. There are also many circumstances that lead a family to live on the streets: the “nomadism” that comes from culture or tradition, the viability, the terrible exploitation in prostitution, the search for a residence for those living on the street or taking in many minors. We should make an effort so that the family, the vital cell of every society, may also live in mobility and, where this is not a possibility, that they may find a community or a place where they can experience a family atmosphere. Cardinal Martino presented favorable situations, as well as situations of family suffering, reflecting on family rights in relation to the Dicastery’s manual “Erga migrantes caritas Christi.”

The Pontifical Council, through the various Pastoral Guidelines for the various areas of human mobility, is committed to a service adapted to the different times and circumstances. In fact, in this pastoral ministry, different forms of expression must be adapted, in order to try to improve the creativity and zeal of the pastoral workers, without ever losing “the fundamental common orientation, which is that of realizing the plan of God, who has desired that the man and the woman become one flesh (cf Mt. 19:6) in the bond of marriage,” as John Paul II wrote in his Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees in 1987 (n. 6). 

Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in his wide-reaching and detailed speech on “The thought, work, and changes of the Pontifical Council since the last Plenary Session,” presented information on the efforts made by the Dicastery over the last 2 years in its 9 pastoral sectors: Migrants, Refugees & Internally Displaced Persons, International Students; Tourism, Pilgrimages, Shrines; People of the Sea; Civil Aviation; Nomads; Circus, Carnival People; Apostleship of the Road. The incredible growth of human mobility in the entire world places a demand on the Pontifical Council for an increased quality commitment in these areas. Archbishop Marchetto made reference to the documents that inspired the name of the Plenary Session, namely the Message of the Holy Father Benedict XVI on the occasion of the 93rd World Day of Migrants and Refugees (2007), dedicated to “The Migrant Family” and that of the World Day of Peace (January 1, 2008) on “The Human Family, A Community of Peace.” 

Archbishop Marchetto stated that in light of the talks already given, one can already observe the general layout of the situation of the family in the world of migrants and itinerant people and that this should be an inspiration to Pastors, parishes, and Christian communities to begin working harder in this area. Thus, the emigrant and itinerant family will be able to enter into the commitment to evangelization and for the consolidation of Christian values, making it not only the beneficiary of pastoral and charitable care of the Church, but also protagonist in the evangelization of its own environments. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 13/05/2008 - righe 51, parole 657)

Family - AMERICA/MEXICO - Letter from Cardinal Norberto Rivera to priests: “The celebration of the 6th World Family Encounter offers us the unique opportunity of renewing our commitment to Family Pastoral Care with enthusiasm, concrete initiatives, and a great evangelizing spirit.”

Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) - “This predilection on the part of the Holy Father is a cause of joy and grace for all of us, but it is also a great responsibility that calls for our commitment, not only in preparation for this great event in the Church, but above all in preparing ourselves as persons and families, promoting all that can lead to better marriages and families.” These were the words of Cardinal Norberto Rivera, Archbishop Primate of Mexico City, in his letter addressed to the priests of the Archdiocese, on the occasion of the 6th World Family Encounter which will take place in Mexico City, January 13-18, 2009. 

In order to prepare this event, the Pontifical Council for the Family has prepared ten catechesis workshops and the Archdiocese has prepared 13 courses for reflection, material that will be distributed among all the parishes of the Diocese. The Cardinal also asks that in every vicariate, parish, etc, there may be activities organized in promotion of this event. One of these activities is the pilgrimage tour of the official Icon of the World Family Encounters.

The Cardinal addresses the specific theme designated by His Holiness Benedict XVI for this Encounter: “The family, educator in human and Christian values.” “In referring to the family as educator in values,” the Cardinal said, “we make reference to the actions that imply an entire process that is oriented to finding a definition, a configuration, a firmness, and a perfection in each one of the people that make up the family.” It is precisely within the family where this person is formed. However, the Cardinal points out that in the historical moment in which we are living, “the family has forgotten its own identity and mission in educating persons, leading to the consequences we are already witnessing of relativism, subjectivism, sensuality, and a lack of social values.”

In this situation, the Archdiocese of Mexico City already since the celebration of the Second Diocesan Synod, has been “reflecting on the importance of the family, especially in light of the current social situation.” 

“All these problems present serious challenges to us that we must overcome with great seriousness and pastoral responsibility. No one should remain indifferent, especially as we are presented with the opportunity to awaken the consciences of all men and women of good will, to the transcendence implied in working for human and Christian values in families. Everything that we sow among families, will yield fruit in society and in the Church,” the Cardinal said.

He later made an appeal to all priests of the Archdiocese, reminding them that their mission is that of “promotion, encouragement, and accompaniment of the various initiatives in their Family Pastoral Ministry.” 

“The Celebration of the 6th World Family Encounter,” the text reads, “offers us the unique opportunity of renewing our commitment to Family Pastoral Care with enthusiasm, concrete initiatives, and a great evangelizing spirit.” With that in mind, the Cardinal expresses his hope that every parish will try to create a team, led by the pastor of the parish and supported by the Diocesan Committee for Family Pastoral Ministry and Lay and Family Movements. “We have to work together to reach all sectors.” A fruit of this work in promotion of Marriage and Family, will be -the Cardinal says- “new vocations to the priesthood, missionary life, religious life, and the laity in our beloved Archdiocese of Mexico City.” “Therefore, I invite all - especially priests - to work together and with great enthusiasm to prepare and celebrate this upcoming 6th World Family Encounter, which we are all hosting,” the letter concludes. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/05/2008 righe 48, parole 599)

Day of prayer for China - VATICAN - “God Bless China!”: Apostolic Blessing imparted by Cardinal Dias on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI at the close of the celebration for the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - “Tian Zhuu Jiang Fu Zhong Guo! (God Bless China!)” These were the words of Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, at the close of his homily at the Mass celebrated on Saturday, May 24, on the occasion of the World Day of Prayer for the Church in China. The celebration took place in the Basilica of Saint Mary Major, which the Cardinal himself described as the “mother of all Marian shrines.” 

The Mass in Rome was a response to the indications given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Letter to Chinese Catholics, issued June 30, 2007. In addition, May 24 is also the day that Chinese Catholics celebrate the feast of Our Lady Help of Christians, who is venerated in the Marian Shrine of Sheshan, in the diocese of Shanghai. Nearly 1,000 faithful - Catholics and non-Catholics - Chinese, Italians, and people of other nations paused for a minute of silence to remember the victims of the earthquake in Sichuan, while the bells of the Basilica of Saint Mary Major tolled during the Prayer of the Faithful. The Chinese Catholics from Prato, Florence, Naples, Milan, Treviso, and Rome, along with Italian faithful, took part in the Mass that was concelebrated by some 80 Chinese and Italian priests with participation from seminarians from the Urban College. The liturgy was celebrated in Chinese and Italian and the songs were sung in Chinese. 

Cardinal Dias spoke of the fruits that had already emerged from the Pope’s Letter over the course of this year, especially in the unity among Chinese Catholics, the closeness and a friendly gestures between the Holy See and China, as was seen in the Concert that “was a beautiful gesture made by Chinese authorities towards the Holy Father. And the Holy Father has shown a great recognition towards the Chinese people. After the earthquake, the Holy Father showed his great sympathy in the General Audience held immediately following the tragedy, offering encouragement to the relief workers and survivors, and launching a worldwide appeal for aid for the victims of the earthquake. Shortly after, the Holy Father himself wrote the Prayer to Our Lady of Sheshan and asked that we celebrate this Mass today,” the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples said. In his homily, he also mentioned that “in paradise there will be no distinction between underground Catholics and official Catholics...the Pope appreciates the faith and fidelity of the Chinese Catholics.” 

The Cardinal also spoke of the importance of uniting themselves in imitation of the Virgin Mary’s attitude as it is depicted in the statue of Our Lady of Sheshan, where she is shown presenting Her Son to the world. Cardinal Dias concluded his homily in Chinese.

The head of the Italian Bishops’ Immigration Office also spoke a few words at the end of the Mass, expressing the support and heartfelt greetings of the Director of the Office and of Italian Catholics in general. He also mentioned the complete willingness of the Italian Church to help the faithful living in Italy, as well as those in China. In conclusion, Cardinal Dias imparted the Apostolic Blessing on behalf of Pope Benedict XVI.

In China, other thousands of faithful from Beijing and all over China flocked to the Marian Shrine of Hou Sang Yu and other local diocesan shrines, in order to live this day of prayer in union with the Universal Church. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2008; righe 45, parole 573)

Mission - EUROPE/SPAIN - Celebration for the Diocesan Missionary Day with a “missionary sending” Mass: “The Diocese that is not generous with those most in need, will not receive the God-given graces it needs.”

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday, May 4, the Diocese of Madrid will celebrate Diocesan Missionary Day, with the theme: “The Diocesan Church...open to the missions.” The central event of the celebration will be the Mass in the Cathedral of “Nuestra Señora de la Almudena,” presided by Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid. During the Mass, there will also be a “sending” and presentation of a crucifix to the missionaries of the Madrid Diocese, who will soon set off for missionary lands. It is also a Day to especially recall those missionaries of the Diocese that are already carrying out their missionary service in various parts of the world, for whom prayers will be said in all the parishes on this day. 

In honor of this Day, Cardinal Rouco wrote letters addressed specifically to the missionaries of Madrid and their its families, as well as to the faithful of the Diocese. 

To the missionaries, he wrote primarily to assure them of “the profound communion and intense prayer of your Bishop and of the entire Diocesan Church...in communicating to you our immense joy for your generous dedication...in joining in thanksgiving to the Lord for so many blessings shed upon your missionary labor, and upon all the services of our Archdiocese of Madrid.” He also asked that they be aware of the closeness and support of the Diocese in their lives and in their labor in distant lands, “just as we who remain here in Madrid, truly feel your presence very near to us.” He assured them of all the love and support that they would be receiving from their families, friends, and above all, from the Missions Council. 

Addressing the missionaries’ families, he reminded them that those beloved members whom they so love and who are now in distant lands, are a gift from God. Not only the missionaries, but “you yourselves are also a gift for them, with your support, with your prayer, with your love; and you are also a gift for our Diocesan Church, because you are a witness to all those who see you, to the fact that there is something great that is worth the sacrifice of a son or a brother: the Kingdom of God, the very Person of Jesus Christ.” The Cardinal also mentions in his letter to family members that although there are many needs in a Diocese the size of Madrid, the Diocese must, however, be open to the missions because “the Diocese that is not generous with those most in need, will not receive the God-given graces it needs.” Thus, he concludes his Letter asking that all the faithful pray “that in Madrid, many generous hearts will follow Christ’s missionary call, just as those missionaries in your families have done.”

The Pastoral Letter written by the Cardinal was addressed to all the faithful of the diocese, affirming that “we all share in the responsibility of the universal mission, and every diocese should be willing to offer its most valuable members in contribution to this effort.” Thus, on this Day, “we sense the urgent need to spread the grace of the Christian faith, and with immense joy and gratitude towards those who, in following the Lord’s call are in the frontline of the battle, leaving behind the securities that had here to go to distant lands where the Good News of Christ is needed. These are our missionaries.” The Diocesan Church of Madrid has a large number of missionaries, who are a gift “not only for those who receive them in missionary lands, but as well and in a very special way, for us, for our Diocese of Madrid, as they surely are a source of strength for us.” With this in mind, the Archbishop of Madrid explains that all faithful of the Diocese should be “greatly indebted to our missionaries and with that, I ask that you offer them your prayers, especially in the Mass on Sunday, May 4, and any other kind of support you can. For them, the assurance of the prayers and sacrifices of the Catholics of Madrid is a great source of strength and joy.” This Day is also “a perfect occasion for all members of our Diocesan Church to grow in missionary zeal and in the number of vocations for the mission ‘ad gentes,’” the Letter continued.

“I place all our missionaries under the mantle of the Mother of God, “Nuestra Señora de la Almudena.” May She guide our Diocese on the way of increased missionary commitment and dedication,” Cardinal Rouco concluded. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/5/2008; righe 53, parole 757)

Day of prayer for China - VATICAN - Communication, intercultural relations, and mission: Congress at the Pontifical Urban University

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Communication, intercultural relations, and mission were the central themes of the International Congress celebrated on May 15, at the Pontifical Urban University, at the end of which a presentation was made of the Masters in Social Communications in the intercultural and missionary context. The Masters’ program is an intent to educate from the theoretical and practical point of view, those who work in areas related to the missions, interreligious dialogue, and multicultural environments. Urban College is a perfect example of such an area, as it has students from 90 different countries. 

Regarding the challenges of communication in a missionary Church and how to find the balance between communication and mission with ethics and values of the Church’s Social Doctine, Agenzia Fides consulted Monsignor Ambrogio Spreafico, Rector of the Pontifical Urban University. “Above all, I believe in the need for formation,” he said. “Because, it’s not enough to simply be an expert in technical instruments, or an expert in audio-visual equipment. There is a need for a philosophical and theological formation that allows for the communication of content. Therefore, it is not only a specific expertise...but I believe that what is becoming ever-more necessary is a deeper understanding of what the fundamental elements of ethics are, according to the Church. In this sense, with this Masters’ program, we do not wish to focus so much on the technical part and the theory on the problems of communication in general, but rather examine more closely the most specific elements of communication in a multicultural and missionary context. This is at the heart of our desire and this is why we have designed it to be a one-year program, without making it too lengthy.”

Among the ethical principles of communication is that it correspond to the truth. The relationship between the mass media and the truth has not always been one of harmony, including in Italy. “I think that many times the media distorts the facts,” the Rector said. “Therefore, we are in need of people that have a well-formed conscience, an attention to the truth and that know how to see human aspects of it and not only the sensationalism of news, that simply makes things known for the sake of making them known. We need people who are responsible and not only in search of success, that know how to be guided by the truth. In this sense, the Holy Father teaches us each day to understand how one of the essential characteristics of our existence, is to live in truth and communicate the truth in charity. I think that the mass media should make some serious reflection on this.”

Education, therefore, is an instrument for correct communication and Msgr. Spreafico points out that they expect the Masters’ program to focus above all on “the area of missions and multi-cultural environments, including Africa and Asia, but also Italy and Europe, where there are intercultural concerns, that is, the concern to reach areas that are still far from the Church’s range. The missionary concern is not only outside Europe, but it should be a concern for the situation in which we live,” Msgr. Spreafico concluded. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008; righe 41, parole 528)

Mission - AFRICA/UGANDA - “Apostles of Jesus,” first African missionary Congregation celebrates 40th anniversary in August

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The Association of the Apostles of Jesus, the first missionary order founded in Africa, will celebrate its 40th anniversary on August 22. The theme of the anniversary is, “I will be with you always.” 

The Congregation was founded in 1968 in Moroto, Uganda, by Fr. Giovanni Marengoni, a Combonian missionary, and approved by Bishop Sisto Mazzoldi (also a Combonian).

The “Apostles of Jesus” work in over 60 communities in over 30 dioceses in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Sudan, South Africa, Djibouti, and Ethiopia. The Congregation also works in Europe and in the United States, present in 20 dioceses in 15 states, from Alexandria, Louisiana to Seattle, Washington. The Apostles serve as parish pastors, assistant pastors, and chaplains in hospitals and schools.

The Congregation is currently formed by 370 members, priests and professed brothers. On June 27, 2007, Pope Benedict XVI named Fr. Emmanuel Obbo, Bishop of Soroti (Uganda). He is the first “Apostle of Jesus” to be named Bishop. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008; righe 14, parole 161)

Mission - AMERICA/EL SALVADOR - First National Missionary Congress begins today, with the goal of spreading missionary awareness on all levels

San Salvador (Agenzia Fides) - Today, May 16, until Sunday, May 18, the First National Missionary Congress in El Salvador is being held. Its theme is: “Missionary Parish, beyond the Frontiers.” This First Missionary Congress marks a step forward in the long missionary path of the country and the continent, according to the presentation letter from the Archbishop of San Salvador. In November 2003, the Second American Missionary Congress was held in Guatemala City, an event that set off the missionary drive in that country, that made it possible for the diocesan directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies and the pastoral vicars to come together and reflect on some fundamental issues, such as “that the missionary dimension is not a parenthetical activity, but rather, it forms an integral part of the ordinary pastoral life of the Church and every parish.

The celebration, therefore, of this Congress is situated on the country’s missionary path and as a preparation for the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3), which will take place August 12-17 in Quito (Ecuador). 

The goal of the missionary congress in El Salvador is “to awaken and promote missionary awareness and commitment in the Church in El Salvador, so that on a parochial and diocesan level, there may be a gradual unfolding of real and committed action in the mission ad gentes.”

An estimated 3,000 people are expected to attend, from the country’s eight diocese, along with Bishops, priests and religious. Lay faithful active in the missionary activity in their communities will also attend. 

In preparation for the Congress, a pamphlet has been made and distributed on a national level. The goal of these themes was to make available a material that can serve as a support for priests and those responsible for missionary activities, in order to orient the reflection and awareness of the missionary commitment of those who will participate in the National Congress. The priests have been making intense preparations using the Document of Aparecida, in order to foster this missionary spirit and inspire the laity to a greater level of commitment in anticipation for this National Congress. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/5/2008 righe 29, parole 350)

Pontifical Mission Societies -  AMERICA/COLOMBIA - 5th National Congress for the Holy Childhood Association, for children to listen, learn, and announce from their missionary experience that they are Christ’s witnesses among other children

Manizales (Agenzia Fides) - “Missionary Children: listen, learn, and announce,” is the theme for the National Holy Childhood Association Day, which will be celebrated in May and will serve as a preparation for the 5th National Congress for the Holy Childhood Association 2008, which will take place June 27-29 in Manizales, “uniting the hearts of boys and girls, assistants and teachers, religious, priests, bishops, and missionaries of Colombia for the entire world,” as a report sent to Fides from Fr. Héctor Fabio Agudelo B., National Secretary for the Holy Childhood Association in Colombia.

“This beautiful opportunity is meant to invigorate the missionary zeal of children throughout the country,” said Fr. Hector. “It is an effort to make them listen, learn, and announce the love of God to all the ends of the earth. As young missionaries, they should learn to listen to the words of Jesus, take up his message in their minds and hearts, in order to later announce it with the testimony of what they have seen, heard, learned, and made their own.”

For this 5th Congress, there is an expected attendance of nearly 1,000 children between the ages of 9 and 14, as well as 300 group leaders from all over the country, along with the representatives from the PMS. The main objective is to encourage the children of the Holy Childhood Association, so that from their missionary experience, they may listen, learn, and announce they are Christ’s witnesses among other children. 

The previous National Congresses of the Holy Childhood Association have been held in Bogota (1979), Medellin (1984), Barranquilla (1988), and Cali (1993). (RG) (Agenzia Fides 26/5/2008; righe 22, parole 266)

Pontifical Mission Societies -  EUROPE/POLAND - Holy Childhood Association meets in anticipation for the National HCA Congress commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Association’s presence in the country

Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – On May 27, at Warsaw’s John Paul II Museum, a gathering for children of the Holy Childhood Association was held with representatives from the city’s grammar schools. A report on the event was sent to Fides by Msgr. Jan Piotrowski, National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies in Poland. During the encounter, there was a time of song and games for the children, as well as a theatrical performance on the history of the Holy Childhood Association and its progress over these past 150 years in Poland and in the world. Later, there was a press conference attended by National Director Msgr. Jan Piotrowski, National Secretary for the Holy Childhood Association, Ms. Anna Sobiech, and Sr. Joanna Lenmdzion, OP who served as HCA National Secretary for 6 years and for the past two years has been working as a missionary in Oruro (Bolivia). Children from Zambia also participated, accompanied by their teachers (two sisters of Zambian background and 2 Salesian missionaries from Poland who work in the country, who also visited the PMS headquarters in Warsaw.) The Polish children were very excited about the encounter, as they have better understood this missionary dimension of the Church and of their personal missionary commitment. This encounter has taken place in preparation for the upcoming 7th National Missionary Congress, which will take place June 6-7, 2008 in Krakow Lagiewniki (Krakow), under the patronage of Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, the city’s Archbishop. According to the report from Msgr. Jan Piotrowski, during the Congress, the children will pray for the Holy Father Benedict XVI and for all children throughout the world, especially for the children of Mongolia, for whom they will take up a collection. Preparations for the Congress have been underway for 9 months now. The event will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the HCA in Poland. Thus, the National Director affirms, “we ask that all who share these same missions and ideals to pray because, as the Holy Father said, prayer is the place where hope begins and that hope is what the children of the world await.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2008)

The Blessed Virgin Mary - ASIA/CAMBODIA - A statue of Our Lady of Lourdes found by fishermen in Mekong waters, where it had left during the war 33 years ago

Phnom Penh (Agenzia Fides) - A group of fisherman found a statue of Our Lady of Lourdes in the deep, muddy waters near the shores of the Mekong River, next to Phnom Penh, in the network of rivers that unite opposite the Royal Palace. On the afternoon of April 11, eight men of Cham origin, Muslims, found a cast-iron statue entangled in their fishing nets, weighing 160 kilos and measuring a meter and a half in height. It had been in the river for at least 33 years, since the beginning of the regime of Khmer Rouge. 

Not knowing what to do with it, they sold it for $7 US dollars to some local inhabitants that intended to recycle it and use it for raw material. Some Christian people who happened to pass through the area immediately recognized it as a statue of the Virgin Mary. Thus, it was passed to new owners, from the parish of Areaksat, being sold at $1,000 US dollars, which immediately translated into 10 sacks of rice. It seems that its new owners did not want to make a business deal with a sacred image. The statue is now at the parish of Our Lady of Peace. The Christian community has immediately expressed its gratitude to the poor family, for having donated the statue. 

For some time now, the account of the statue’s appearance in the river has been circulating around Phnom Penh. In this month of May, consecrated to the Virgin, the faithful take her daily offerings and flowers. Especially on Sunday, numerous Christians come together to pray before the image of Our Lady of Lourdes, that has been named, “Our Lady of Mekong.”

For now, the origin of the statue is completely unknown. With the conquest of religious houses during the war, the statue was surely thrown into the waters, where it remained 33 years. The parish of Areaksat, near to the site of the statue’s appearance, in times of war was not located there, but 2 kilometers away from the site. Some of the area’s elderly folk were questioned regarding the statue, but they have been unable to recognize it or offer information as to its location before it was thrown into the Mekong River. (PB) (Agenzia Fides 21/05/2008 righe 27, parole 372)

Violence - AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “May the international community intervene to place an end to the violence”: appeal from the Bishops of Southern Africa

Harare (Agenzia Fides) - The Bishops of South Africa, Botswana, and Swaziland who form part of the Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference (SACBC) are launching an appeal for international and regional pressure in order “to end the systematic intimidation, violence and torture in Zimbabwe,” as they have confirmed in a statement sent to Agenzia Fides, signed by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, Archbishop of Johannesburg and President of the SACBC.

According to the Bishops, due to the violence and intimidation, “the current environment is not conducive to free and fair run-off elections.” In Zimbabwe, on a date yet unknown, presidential elections are scheduled to take place (see Fides 12/5/2008). “Cardinal Wilfrid Napier, Archbishop of Durban, and I visited Zimbabwe recently and were told first-hand accounts of systematic intimidation, violence and torture. The victims identified the perpetrators as agents of the Zimbabwe Armed Forces, the Police, the Central Intelligence Organization (C.I.O), War Veterans, Youth Militia and plain thugs,” the statement reads. “These human rights abuses are visited not only on those who are thought to have voted for the opposition, but also on those who assisted the Election Process, such as Polling Officers.”

The Bishops denounce the “reign of terror” that has caused “many deaths, savage beatings and flight from family, homes and communities.”

“Human dignity is intrinsic to every human being, regardless of political affiliation and must be respected. I call on all political parties to reign in their supporters and end this horror,” writes Archbishop Tlhagale, asking that International Election Observers be deployed immediately in order to guarantee a just process in the voting. 

“I call on all Zimbabweans to remember the hope with which they entered the March elections so well expressed in the call by civil society in the document ‘The Zimbabwe we want’ (see Fides 29/3/2007) and to do all in their power to restore Zimbabwe to its rightful place in the family of Nations,” Archbishop Tlhagale concludes. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2008; righe 27, parole 320)

Violence - AMERICA/MEXICO - The Church requests that the wave of violence and murder end, as it is “a grave threat to Mexico’s peace and reveals the breakdown of the social fabric”

Culiacan (Agenzia Fides) - Bishop Benjamín Jiménez Hernández of Culiacan (Mexico) sent an urgent message to all priests, religious, and laity in his Diocese, promoting social peace in response to the growing number of armed attacks that have begun since April 30, across the entire State, but especially in Culiacan, and has left behind an astonishing number of deaths and violence. “This most shameful situation,” the Bishop said, “is making a fierce intent to rid us of our social and city peace and tranquility. We need to make people aware of the dignity of every human person, his right to live and work in fraternal harmony and live together in an environment of respect and community stability.”

The Prelate shows his concern for the fact that “the culture of violence and death begins to take more ground in our society, as family values begin to deteriorate more and more.” In fact, “parents practically give up their important mission of education in the home, pressured by the dominant atmosphere of permissiveness and materialism that undermines the strength of the family.” In addition, many educational institutions “have abandoned the promotion of authentic values that form the basis for healthy social co-existence.”

“In this sense,” the Bishop says, “the Church is called to bear witness on all levels to the values of the Gospel, as her unique contribution to the progress of peoples and social peace.” With that in mind, as Bishop and Pastor of his diocese, Bishop Benjamin makes an urgent appeal to the entire diocese and society as a whole, “to intensify our confident prayer to God Our Father, as the most important recourse of our faith in the most difficult moments of our historical journey.” For this reason, he has declared a series of initiatives to be complete during this month of May, among them, that a Mass be said every day in every Parish for an end to violence and asking for the inestimable gift of peace in our homes and families, and in society. A petition is to be included, as well, in the Prayers of the Faithful, asking for this same intention. 

He also asked that every day in the Cathedral, during the month of May, that there be a Holy Hour to the Divine Mercy at 3pm and that every Parish organize days of prayer and reparation “that encourage the faithful in values such as life, the dignity of the human person, co-responsibility as citizens, honesty, justice, and peace.” Lastly, he asked that in the Catholic schools and in the Diocesan Seminary, “there may be a greater awareness of the Gospel values, with emphasis on the respect of others, order, responsibility, justice, and peace.”

“We have survived many crises; we will also survive and overcome the present circumstances with the Lord’s help,” the Bishop concluded. 

The Archbishop of Mexico City is also concerned by the wave of violence and has made an energetic appeal, “to stop these deplorable outbreak of violence that is a grave threat to Mexico’s peace and reveals the breakdown of the social fabric, which is torn in many areas by the powers of corruption and drug-trafficking.” The text recognizes the efforts of the State in fighting organized crime and protecting Mexican citizens. “However, they also know that this arduous task will be a lost cause if the various social and political powers do not do their part.”

With that said, the Archdiocese makes an appeal to “all social powers, mainly the mass media, that they may urgently begin promoting life; educational institutions, that they may ensure a better formation on all levels, promoting values with greater strength; the family, that it may be strengthened as a privileged place where love for one’s neighbor and is communicated and lived; the Church herself, that through her own work of evangelization, it may be clear that there is an absolute incompatibility between the living out of the Christian faith and the participation in organized crime.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2008 righe 49, parole 659)

Human Life - EUROPE/ENGLAND - The Church defines the creation of hybrid embryos as “intrinsically immoral” because it “violates the human rights of the unborn and can give way to monstrous aberrations.”

London (Agenzia Fides) - The Catholic Church in Great Britain expressed its disapproval of the House of Commons’ decision to approve the controversial government proposal allowing scientific research using “hybrid” embryos, the result of combining human and animal genetic codes. The British MPs approved the bill on Monday evening, which allows for the use of hybrid embryos made through the introduction of human DNA into animal eggs. These operations, according to the bill, should prove to be a means for medical advancement. The proposal to authorize hybrid embryos was accepted when the House of Commons rejected an amendment banning the creation of hybrid embryos in a 336 over 176 vote. 

In addition to the question of hybrids, the MPs also voted in favor of the selection of embryos with certain specific genetic characteristics for creating “savior siblings,” from whose tissue stem cells could be extracted in order to cure older brothers and sisters of their genetic illnesses. On Tuesday, another two issues related to the same law were debated: the legalization of assisted fertility for lesbian couples, and an amendment that would reduce the time limit for abortion in the United Kingdom from 24 to 20 weeks. 

The Catholic Church in Great Britain is had issued a statement a few days earlier, explaining the reasons why they oppose research using “hybrid” embryos, as it is “intrinsically immoral and violates the human rights of the unborn and can give way to monstrous aberrations.”

The President for the Pontifical Academy for Life, Bishop Elio Sgreccia, in an interview with Vatican Radio, showed his concern upon receiving the news of this British Parliamentary decision. The proposal, the prelate says, is especially serious from an ethical point of view, as “first of all, the union of the human nucleus and the animal egg takes place through a cloning of the human nucleus. The union seeks fertilization using the masculine element, in the nucleus, and the feminine element, the egg; one from a man, the other from an animal.” This procedure, “is an offense to human dignity. It is an intent for fertility among species that until now had been banned by all governments as artificial fertilization.”

Furthermore, Bishop Sgreccia says, “every time the man-animal barrier has been broken, there have been serious consequences, even involuntarily.” According to the approved law, hybrid embryos must be destroyed at within 14 days’ development and it is prohibited to implant them in the uterus of a woman. This means, the prelate said, that according to this law, the embryos with less than 15 days’ time “are not worth anything, something which is false from a scientific point of view.” And if it were decided to let them advance and live, “it could give way to monstrosities, or cause infections, as the passing of human DNA to animal DNA has unknown effects.” Furthermore, the fact that “from these cells could emerge medicines for the cure of illnesses such as Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s, is a hypothesis that is still unfounded. Moreover, it is known that there have been even more favorable scientific tests performed with adult stem-cells.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/05/2008 righe 41, parole 516)

Human Life - AMERICA/BRAZIL - Bishops reaffirm their commitment to fight for life, in the face of the Supreme Court decision to allow the use of frozen embryos for scientific research

Brasilia (Agenzia Fides) - The Brazilian Bishops’ Conference (CNBB) has issued a statement expressing their regret for the Supreme Court’s decision to allow researchers to use embryos reserved for in vitro fertilization that have been frozen for over three years in fertilization clinics, for therapeutic and scientific research. 

As the Bishops affirm, it is not simply a religious matter, but rather a matter of the promotion and defense of human life from the moment of its conception, no matter what circumstances surround it. 

“Recognizing that the embryo is a human being from the beginning of its life cycle,” the note reads, “also implies recognizing its extreme vulnerability, which demands a commitment from us all towards this human in his weakness, an attention that should be guaranteed by the ethical behavior of scientists and their methods, and by an adequate national and international legislation.” The Bishops mention that as the embryo is a human life, as embryology and biology has recognized, “it has the right to government protection.” Thus, “it is most unfortunate that the Supreme Court has not confirmed this right and has permitted that human lives in an embryonic state may be exterminated.” In their statement, the Bishops also recall the high risk that is implied in the use of stem cells taken from human embryos and that is a widely-known and accepted fact that they are not a remedy in curing many illnesses. The most viable alternative in scientific research is the use of adult stem cells extracted from the patient himself, that are already being used to treat 20,000 people. 

The document continues, saying, “we reaffirm that for the simple fact that this issue concerns a human life, it demands full respect for his integrity and dignity: every mode of action that can present a threat or offense to the fundamental rights of the human person – the first of all being the right to life – is considered a grave immoral offense.” The Bishops conclude their statement by recalling the fact that the CNBB will continue working in defense of life from conception to natural death. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/5/2008)

SUPER QUESTIONES
EUROPE/ITALY - “Our mission…is on all human frontiers”: Interview with Monsignor Massimo Camisasca, Superior General of the Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The Priestly Fraternity of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo, founded in 1985 by Monsignor Massimo Camisasca, today has a hundred members who are priests, as well as some thirty seminarians, currently present in 20 countries. Agenzia Fides was able to ask Monsignor Camisasca, the Superior General of the Fraternity of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo, a few questions.

Monsignor Camisasca, you are regularly in contact with the priests in your Fraternity who live in other parts of the world. What is the missionary status that you perceive through their testimonies?

Our mission is carried out in every kind of environment: parishes, schools, universities, the working world, in prisons and hospitals - in short, on all human frontiers. For example, I received a letter from Father Aldo, who is in Asuncion (Paraguay) serving terminally ill patients, saying: “I am discovering that helping someone to die is almost as important as helping them to live. If you could see how the doctors, nurses, and volunteers all compete to see who can be the most charitable! And then think that we haven’t done anything ourselves! Divine Providence has done and continues to take care of it all.” 

The personal relationship with those entrusted to us forms the central focus of our new evangelization effort. Father Ubaldo Orlandelli, chaplain of a prison in Novosibirsk (Siberia), writes about a prisoner, saying that “after several conversations with me, he put shelves up in his cell with books, pamphlets, prayer cards, and a Bible. Above, he wrote “We are one.” With their prayers, with the conversations I have with them…they all show me the unity that exists between faith and life.”

In our encounter with the people, we offer them the unity that we live among ourselves, from South America to Germany, from Taiwan to Kenya. Fr. Alfonso Poppi wrote me from Nairobi: “Kahawa Sukari is the point in which the entire Fraternity begins to take life, through our miserable lives. They are poor, but they always shine with zeal for man’s destiny.”

What are the main highlights in the Fraternity’s history and what are the main columns that support this missionary experience? 

Our Fraternity began in 1985 in Rome, with a group of priests. We were six then. Encouraged by Don Giussani and as we were all members of the Communion and Liberation Movement, we decided to ask Cardinal Poletti, then acting Vicar for the Diocese of Rome, if he would admit us into his diocese, in order to form a missionary association. The objective was and is to bring Christ’s message to the world, in the same manner with which we have found it, mainly through the establishment of houses of three or more priests. The communion we live, the unity of life, constitute our first and fundamental testimony of Christ. Since then, little by little, those six were joined by other priests who began coming out of the seminary, that had itself begun in 1985. Today the priests number one hundred and there are over 30 seminarians. 

How have the European missionaries been received in other continents and what is the status of the missionary effort in the Western world?

We have found a positive reception, in general. In areas with many difficulties, we have been surprised by the affectionate response of the people, the warm welcome of our brothers, and above all, the love that Christ has for each one of us. The most serious difficulties seem to be in the West. There is a need to revitalize the Church’s roots that are often enclosed in obsessive bureaucracy or in the relativism of some of its guides. I am thinking of Germany and the United States, to whom I dedicated my most recent book (“Il nuovo Occidente” [Edizioni San Paolo]). 

Last December, Benedict XVI inaugurated the parish church of the Madonna del Rosario ai Martiri Portuensi, in Rome, which has been entrusted to the care of the Fraternity of Saint Charles. What does being missionaries in Rome, the heart of Christianity, imply?

In the Diocese of Rome, we have been entrusted with the care of two parishes. It is not difficult to be a missionary in Rome. Everywhere we go, we find adults who have been raised in a place of ancient Christian tradition. But then there are also the young people and children, as well. Our encounters are always well attended. The youth center that is directed by Fr. Sergio Ghioen Colle Oppio is, according to Cardinal Ruini, one of the most significant contributions to the mission among the youth, in the entire city. 

Not long ago, on March 31, the first religious sister of the Missionaries of Saint Charles Borromeo made her temporal vows. What is your impression of this “new beginning?”

The Missionaries of Saint Charles [female branch] have been a completely unexpected flower. They have begun and are now taking their first steps, initiated by a young Italian woman named Rachele Paiusco. Like ourselves, they wish to live in small houses in the missions. Observing them, I have begun to rediscover many things that I already knew, but that I am now recalling once again and they are a source of spiritual nourishment for me now: Mary as the model for all the faithful, the sensibility and the strength of the woman in the Church and in society…But, above all, I am learning to take delight in this new fruit of the Holy Spirit, which is even more beautiful because it wasn’t a result of my own invention.

Another “flower” of these times, has been the appointment of Father Paolo Pezzi as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of the Mother of God in Moscow. What are the challenges that the Church (and the Fraternity of Saint Charles) are having to face in such a unique ecclesiastical and social situation, as is found in Russia?

The appointment of Fr. Paolo as Archbishop has been a completely unexpected gift from God, but it is also an added responsibility. His episcopal ministry is also witnessing the fruits of Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz, his predecessor in Moscow. Fr. Paolo has found it to be a diocese that is already learning to stand up on its own two feet, although it is still quite young. All the parishes have a pastor, there is a beautiful Cathedral, a wonderful Curia. Now what is needed is to continue encouraging the youth and adults who recognize the Catholic Church as a significant part of their lives. Not as a form of competition with the Orthodox Church, but rather as a communion of service to the one and only God.

Benedict XVI’s recent trip to the United States shows how the Holy Father incarnates, first and foremost, the experience of the mission. What is the relationship of the Fraternity of Saint Charles with the Successor of Peter?

We received recognition as an Institute of Pontifical Right in 1999 by John Paul II. His Pontificate has permeated our existence, the amplitude of his missionary heart has widened our own. I met Benedict XVI many years ago and have found his Magisterium to be the greatest sign of the Mercy of God towards those who are lost and confused. 

The Missionary Fraternity of Saint Charles Borromeo - A Brief History

1985: The Fraternity is founded by Fr. Massimo Camisasca and a small group of priests

September 7, 1985: Fr. Massimo Camisasca is elected Superior General of the Fraternity. It is made up of 7 priests and 10 seminarians. 

1989: The Fraternity is recognized as a Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right by John Paul II. The first seminarian formed within the Fraternity becomes a priest.

1999: The Fraternity of St. Charles receives Pontifical recognition. 

2003: The Latin-American section of the seminary opens in Mexico City

2008: There are now 100 priests, in 20 countries (on 4 continents), in the Fraternity of Saint Charles. There are also nearly 30 seminarians, distributed between the seminary of Rome and in the section in Mexico City. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 3/5/2008; righe 118, parole 1335)

VATICAN - AVE MARIA by Mgr Luciano Alimandi: “Veni Sancte Spiritus, Veni per Mariam”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today, together we confirm that the Holy Rosary is not a pious practice banished to the past, like prayers of other times thought of with nostalgia. Instead, the Rosary is experiencing a new Springtime. Without a doubt, this is one of the most eloquent signs of love that the young generation nourish for Jesus and his Mother, Mary.(…) The Rosary, when it is prayed in an authentic way, not mechanical and superficial but profoundly, it brings, in fact, peace and reconciliation. It contains within itself the healing power of the Most Holy Name of Jesus, invoked with faith and love at the centre of each "Hail Mary". (…)Especially in these days that prepare us for the Solemnity of Pentecost, let us remain united with Mary, invoking for the Church a renewed effusion of the Holy Spirit.” (Benedict XVI, 3 May 2008). These intense lines are taken from an address given by Benedict XVI after leading the recitation of the Holy Rosary on the first Saturday in this month of May at the Papal Basilica of St Mary Major. 

The Holy Father, in the unbroken line of his Predecessors, wished to underline the importance of this prayer for the whole Church and for every Christian, recalling how effective and consoling it is. The prayer of the Rosary puts us in “communication” with Jesus and Mary, helping us to meditate the great mysteries of our redemption. Already as we take the rosary beads in our hands, in a way, we enter that special spiritual atmosphere which surrounds and penetrates the recitation of the rosary, so old and yet so new. 

As we pray the Rosary we make a sort of visitation: we go to Jesus through Mary, “ad Jesum per Mariam”, and we also draw nearer to Mary accompanied by Jesus, led by Him, “ad Mariam per Jesum”. Who better than the Son can present us the Mother, can lead us to know and love her, teach us to respect and honour her with all our heart! To each of us today He says again what he said to his disciple John, “Behold your mother” (Jn 19, 27). 

Every time we pray the Holy Rosary it is as if we hear again this Word, most timely today, His testament of love, making space in our life for the health-giving presence of Mary our Mother. “Ave Maria” we repeat, because this is how she was addressed by God, who loved her "full of grace" and gave her to us through the Son, to be our Mother. He chose her out of his love that we might find in her consolation in our troubles, light in our darkness, strength in our fragility. 

The history of Christianity reveals unbroken testimony from the times of the catacombs, of this Marian devotion which flows like water from the source, from the hearts of the faithful guided by the love of God. Wherever there is sincere love for Mary, faith and love for Jesus grow. Proof of this are the many Marian Shrines all over the world! The peoples of the world bear testimony to this maternal presence of Mary, so strong and powerful. Indeed we can speak of a 'Marian geography' in the Church, as the Servant of God John Paul II said to the faithful of the diocese of Albano, on the occasion of the Marian Year: “there is truly a Marian geography in this world and this Marian geography is very dense here in your diocese ” (John Paul II, 5 September 1987).

Love for Mary is a natural part of the Catholic faith, it could not be otherwise. How could the Mother of the Redeemer be forgotten or belittled if God himself raised her to her lofty state! The proclamation of Marian Dogmas is the eloquent proof that the Mother "walks" beside her Son, protecting the people of God from straying from the faith, leading them to profound friendship with Jesus. 

A man deeply in love with Our Lady, Saint Luigi Maria Grignion de Montfort, whom many hope one day to see as a Doctor of the Church, wrote these enlightened words on one of the reasons for which the Holy Spirit wishes to make Mary known: “since she is the sure means and straight and immaculate path to walk towards Christ and find him perfectly. Through her therefore holy souls find Him in order to shine with holiness. Whoever finds Mary finds life, that is Jesus Christ, the way, the truth and the life. Now, we cannot find Mary unless we search for her and unless we know her; since one does not search for something that is not known and desired. This is why Mary must be ever more widely known, for the greater knowledge and glory of the Most Holy Trinity”. (Treaty of True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, n. 50). 

As we wait for Pentecost, let us invoke with confidence “Veni Sancte Spiritus, Veni per Mariam”: “Come Holy Spirit. Come through Our Lady”. This ejaculation, Mgr. Luigi Giussani once said, “from the Christian point of view is the most complete formula possible ”. (Agenzia Fides 7/5/2008; righe 56, parole 790)

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI at the close of the Concert in his honor, given by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus: “Music, and art in general, can serve as a privileged instrument for encounter and reciprocal knowledge and esteem between different populations and cultures.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Wednesday, May 7, at 6pm in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican, there was a Concert given by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus in honor of the Holy Father Benedict XVI. The Philharmonic Orchestra and the Chorus, directed by Conductor Long Yu, performed the Requiem Mass in D Minor KV 626 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Prior to the Concert, Conductor Long Yu addressed his greetings to the Holy Father and at the close of the evening, the Holy Father addressed those present with the following words: 

“Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends!

Another high-quality musical performance sees us gathered once again in the Paul VI Audience Hall. For me and for all of us here, it takes on a particular value and meaning. Since it is offered and performed by the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus, it puts us in touch, as it were, with the living reality of the world of China. I thank the choir and orchestra for this generous tribute and I congratulate the organizers and the artists for their skilful, refined and elegant performance of a musical work that forms part of the artistic heritage of all humanity. In a group of such accomplished artists, we see represented the great cultural and musical tradition of China, and this performance helps us to understand better the history of the Chinese people, their values and their noble aspirations. Heartfelt thanks for this gift! Thanks also for the music that is about to be performed! I extend sincere thanks not only to the promoters and the artists, but to all those who, in different ways, took part in arranging this truly unique event.

It is worth emphasizing that this performance by Chinese artists of one of Mozart’s greatest works brings together their own musical talent and Western music. Conductor Long Yu, with his orchestra, the soloists and the Shanghai Opera House Chorus have comfortably risen to the challenge. Music, and art in general, can serve as a privileged instrument for encounter and reciprocal knowledge and esteem between different populations and cultures; a means attainable by all for valuing the universal language of art.

There is another aspect that I wish to emphasize. I note with pleasure the interest shown by your orchestra and choir in European religious music. This shows that it is possible, in different cultural settings, to enjoy and appreciate sublime manifestations of the spirit such as Mozart’s Requiem which we have just heard, precisely because music expresses universal human sentiments, including the religious sentiment, which transcends the boundaries of every individual culture.

I should also like to say a word regarding this place where we have come together this evening. It is the great hall in which the Pope receives his guests and meets those who come to visit him. It is like a window opening onto the world, a place where people from all over the world often meet, with their own personal stories and their own culture, all of them welcomed with esteem and affection. In greeting you this evening, dear Chinese artists, the Pope intends to reach out to your entire people, with a special thought for those of your fellow citizens who share faith in Jesus and are united through a particular spiritual bond with the Successor of Peter. The Requiem came into being through this faith as a prayer to God, the just and merciful judge, and that is why it touches the hearts of all people, as an expression of humanity’s universal aspirations. Finally, as I thank you once again for this most welcome tribute, I send my greetings, through you, to all the people of China as they prepare for the Olympic Games, an event of great importance for the entire human family.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 8/5/2008; righe 50, parole 639)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitello - Since Pentecost the universal Church precedes every particular Church

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The three Persons act together according to what is proper to them: the Father manifests his power; the Son “takes again” the life which he freely offered (John 10:17), reuniting his soul and his body which the Spirit brings to life and glorifies.(Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 130; cfr also CCC 648-650). Between the Resurrection and the Eucharist, there exists an analogical relationship. As a consequence, transubstantiation of the bread and the wine comes about through the power of Christ's word in the narration of the institution and the working of the Holy Spirit , (Comp.284; CCC 1376-1377; 1413). This is the Eucharist which the apostolic Church received from the Lord and which has come down to us. Around the Eucharist the Church gathers, one and catholic, everywhere. 

It is famous verse in the Acts of the Apostles which describes briefly but effectively the life of the Lord's disciples: “These remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers.” (2,42). The description presents four characterising elements which could not have been used in the text without a precise reason; not even the order of characteristics mentioned is incidental: remaining faithful to «the teaching of the apostles» is the condition for «brotherhood», authentic fractio panis and unceasing prayer. There emerge three traits of the Church emerge: she is apostolic, she is one and she prays. However a fourth described in the Acts should also be mentioned (1,12-14; 2,1), the presence of the Holy Spirit: appearing with the gift of tongues “He reverses the events of Babylon; the new community, the new people of God, speaks all languages and therefore is presented from the first moment of her existence as ‘catholic’. The realisation of the dynamism present in this sign and which compels the Church to go to the ends of space and time, is the most profound of all the chapters of the Acts of the Apostles (…) In this sense Rome, or the reality which reunites all peoples, has a theological importance …it should not be bracketed with regard to Luke's idea of Catholicity” (Joseph Ratzinger, La comunione nella Chiesa, Cinisello B., 2004, pp. 60-61). We speak of the “communion of the Holy Spirit”: indeed the Spirit is communio and He builds communio. If “the apostles' teaching is the concrete manner of their lasting presence in the Church,” which priests have the task of maintaining present (Ivi, p. 63).

This is the meaning of tradition. We can say therefore that communio is received to be integrally handed on and continually intensified. 

Pentecost shows that Jesus Christ always goes ahead of those to whom He sends his Spirit: he says “it was I who loved you first”. Therefore the Church testifies to the presence of God in the succession of men: “ With regard to community leaders, Clement clearly explains the doctrine of Apostolic Succession. The norms that regulate it derive ultimately from God himself. The Father sent Jesus Christ, who in turn sent the Apostles. They then sent the first heads of communities and established that they would be succeeded by other worthy men. Everything, therefore, was made "in an orderly way, according to the will of God" (42). With these words, these sentences, St Clement underlined that the Church's structure was sacramental and not political. The action of God who comes to meet us in the liturgy precedes our decisions and our ideas. The Church is above all a gift of God and not something we ourselves created; consequently, this sacramental structure does not only guarantee the common order but also this precedence of God's gift which we all need. ” (Pope Benedict XVI, Audience 7 March 2007). This is why the universal Church precedes and creates every particular Church (cfr Idem, Letter for the 50th anniversary of the diocese of Essen, 16 December 2007). (Agenzia Fides 9/5/2008; righe 43, parole 639)

VATICAN - Pontifical Commission for Latin America celebrates 50 years at the service of the Church in the “Continent of Hope”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The Pontifical Commission for Latin America (CAL), which was created by Pope Pius XII on April 21, 1958, celebrated its 50th anniversary on Friday, May 9 with an Conference at the Pontifical Urban University in Rome. The event was presided by Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, Prefect for the Congregation of Bishops and President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, and was attended by Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, Archbishop of Lima, Archbishop Octavio Ruiz, Vice-President of the CAL, Archbishop Raymundo Damasceno Assis of Aparecida and President of CELAM, and Bishop Victor Sanchez, Secretary General of CELAM. 

In his opening remarks, Cardinal Re recalled that during these 50 years, the CAL has tried to support the Church in Latin America, with the joint effort of its 22 Bishops’ Conferences. It has also made an effort to promote the new evangelization and currently seeks to uphold the commitment to be disciples and missionaries of Christ. 

In following, the Commission’s Vice-President spoke on the history of the Pontifical Commission’s 50 years, its early days, and the various eras that it has passed since it began. He pointed out that “from the moment that Latin American nations began to be formed, at the beginning of the 19th century, the Holy See showed a deep pastoral concern for the Church in that continent,” as is evident in the foundation of the “Colegio Pio Latino Americano,” by Pius IX, or the celebration of the Latin American Plenary Council called by Pope Leo XIII, which took place in Rome and that was the first of its kind in the Church’s modern-day history. With time, “the awareness of the weakness of the Catholic faith in Latin America coupled with the old and new challenges that the Church was facing in her pastoral activity, led the Roman Curia to continue elaborating on the idea to begin an organized movement that would take up the defense of Latin American Catholicism and could support the efforts of the Continent’s Bishops in the arduous task of regaining what the Church had lost in the various sectors of society.” The result of these reflections was the celebration of the First General Conference of Latin American Bishops in Rio de Janeiro in 1955, the creation of CELAM (also in 1955), and finally, the institution of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America in 1958. The CAL became “the vessel of the Holy See for development and in finding the best use of the Church’s strengths in Latin America, and for coordinating the help that, in a provisional yet necessary phase, the Latin American Catholic Church would need from other countries.” 

Archbishop Ruiz especially emphasized the relationship of pastoral coordination that exists between the Commission and CELAM and the collaboration that is given in the Commission in favor of the Church in the Latin American continent.

Before ending his talk, Archbishop Octavio Ruiz presented the book entitled, “Aparecida 2007, luces para América Latina” (Aparecida 2007, lights for Latin America), which is a collection of various articles on the event of the Fifth Conference held in Aparecida. It was compiled by the Commission in order to commemorate the first anniversary of the Aparecida Conference. 

Following Archbishop Ruiz’s talk, the floor was taken by Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, Archbishop of Lima, who spoke on the figure of Saint Toribio of Mogrovejo, Patron of the Latin American Bishops, on the 25th anniversary of his being declared patron by Pope John Paul II. Cardinal Cipriani pointed out the outstanding virtues of this saint who was the second Bishop of Lima, not only in his spiritual life, but also in his role as pastor and jurist. With that in mind, he highlighted the Councils that had been fruit of his labor, as well as three synods which took place in his Archdiocese, that had an influence in the ecclesial life of almost the entire Continent of South America for a little over three centuries, until the celebration of the Latin American Plenary Council held in Rome in 1899. The Archbishop of Lima pointed out his pastoral zeal, evident in his long pastoral journeys throughout his ecclesiastical jurisdiction, which extended from Nicaragua to Argentina, and in his delicacy in evangelizing the native peoples in their own language.

The Conference ended with remarks from the President of CELAM, Archbishop Raymundo Damasceno Assis, who spoke of the close collaborative relationship that has been maintained over the course of the past 50 years between the Pontifical Commission and CELAM, an effort that has been especially fruitful in the last General Conferences.

In celebration of the 50th anniversary of CAL, a Mass was presided by Cardinal Re on the afternoon of May 9, in the Roman parish church of Santa Anastasia, the only Church in Rome with an altar dedicated to Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo. In his homily, recalling the figure of this great Pastor 25 years after his proclamation as Patron of the Latin American Bishops, Cardinal Re described him above all as “a missionary with a zealous spirit, a fundamental figure in the history of evangelization in the New World and a great defender of the native peoples.” With that in mind, he presented him as the “authentic model of a disciple and missionary of Jesus Christ, according to the spirit of the Aparecida Conference.” He concluded his homily expressing his wish that “the testimony of the extraordinary life of this Bishop may continue lighting the path in Latin America and in the entire Catholic Church,” and invoked the intercession of Saint Toribio to help the Church in America to “be faithful to this Catholic identity that characterizes it and for which Saint Toribio worked so tirelessly.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/5/2008; righe 72, parole 946)

AMERICA/PERU - “Aparecida is a voice of hope and a call to strengthen our Catholic identity, the sacramental life, and charity.” Interview with the Archbishop of Lima, Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, Archbishop of Lima, was recently in Rome for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. In an interview with Agenzia Fides, during his stay in the city, he explained the meaning and progress of the Great Mission of Lima, which he himself has organized.

Your Eminence, could you explain what the Fifth General Conference of Aparecida has implied for the Americas, one year later?

Aparecida is a voice of hope, of encouragement, and a call to action. That is to say, Aparecida tells us: “Wake up, the Lord is calling you.” I think that Aparecida had a very unique character and that is why we can call it the “experience of Aparecida.” It was an experience motivated by the place, the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the daily Mass. All these aspects contributed to a climate of prayer that took shape in the final document. Aparecida has been an invitation to come to meet the Lord. A person begins to be Christian from an experience of meeting the Lord and that is exactly what was experienced in Aparecida. There are three main aspects that I would point out from the Aparecida experience. First, a serious call to formation, to the Catholic identity on all levels. Second, a strong call to the spirituality of communion, the sacramental life, a Eucharistic life with a strong spiritual tone. And third, a clear resolution to love one’s neighbor, as charity should be the distinctive quality of the Church’s social action in all areas.

The Fifth Conference concluded, moreover, with a call to a Great Continental Mission. However, this mission must begin in the heart and mind of each Pastor of each local Church. In the end, he is the one ultimately responsible for the mission in his Diocese. 

Lima has been the first diocese to begin this Great Mission. How is it being carried out? What are its goals?

Exactly. We began the Great Mission in Lima with a Mass celebrated in the Cathedral on April 28, feast of Saint Toribio of Mogrovejo, Patron of the Latin American Bishops. The main task of the Great Mission is to intensify our evangelization effort in reaching out to the people with renewed zeal and simple expressions, as it is the principal mission of the Church. We have also placed emphasis on the parish formation courses for the laity and catechesis in preparation for the Sacraments of Christian Initiation. The Mission is made up of various phases. The first phase is to form schools of formation in parishes and movements. The movements and religious congregations that carry out pastoral activities in the Archdiocese, remaining faithful to their own charisms, should also organize schools of formation, with particular emphasis on the religion classes in schools, high schools, and universities. We have published a guide for reading and putting into practice the content of the conclusive document of Aparecida, in its 6th chapter: “The itinerary for formation of missionary disciples” and during these first few months we are making a special effort in the formation of missionaries. 

Then, we will move into the stage of visits, not only homes, but hospitals, prisons, and schools, so that everywhere there can be a “cenacle,” that is to say, a place where the family can receive formation. There will also be “cenacles” formed on a local neighborhood level, which will meet twice a week, meditating on the Word of God. In the visits, we distribute pamphlets that we have made with the various themes and then “cenacles” are formed.

All of this will imply a great effort during the first year. The second stage, which will begin April 27, 2009, will offer a series of events for various different groups of people. For example, we are planning a Youth Encounter, a Symposium on the Family and Mass, a Marian Symposium and Mass, an Encounter with the World of Culture, a Giant Catechesis Contest for school children, an Encounter with the world of Health Care, a Symposium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, and an Encounter with the Working World.

Finally, in the Third Year, we are planning a Eucharistic and Marian Congress. With that in mind, there will be Eucharistic and Marian feast days celebrated in anticipation. 

Therefore, in this Great Mission, we have tried to bring everything down to a practical level. There are not so many structures, just a central Commission that is in charge of setting dates, themes, and a Pastoral Commission that responds to the needs in each moment.

We are trying to make it a mission for all and of all. We have also held preparatory meetings with each movement. 

What fruits are to be expected from this activity?

We ask that God grant us five fruits from this Mission. First, the participation in Sunday Mass followed by an encounter with the Living Christ in the Eucharistic Adoration and with that in mind, place special care in the Chapels of Eucharistic Adoration. Second, the reception of the Sacraments of Initiation, that is, foster the right conditions for the administration of the sacraments, so that they are received after a thorough formation, without unnecessary delays, and with an effort to adjust schedules so that parents and godparents can attend the preparatory talks. In this sense, it will also be important that the priests dedicate time in administering the Sacrament of Reconciliation so that the hope and joy of conversion can be a source of strength in living the Christian life. We also encourage the recitation of the Rosary in the family, and lastly, volunteer work as an expression of charity. There are an abundance of ways to serve others, whether it is in visiting the neighbors, with catechism classes, visiting the sick, the elderly, those in prison...We do not want to limit ourselves to a sort of ideology, but rather encourage them to give of their time, give of themselves. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/5/2008; righe 85, parole 997)

VATICAN - The death of Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Dean Emeritus of the College of Cardinals, first African appointed by the Pope to a prominent position in the Roman Curia

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Cardinal Bernardin Gantin died yesterday, May 13, in a hospital in Paris, where he had been in recovery for some time. The Cardinal was a native of Benin and Dean Emeritus of the College of Cardinals. He was the first African named by Paul VI to take on a role of responsibility in the Roman Curia: in the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, Cor Unum, the Congregation for Bishops, the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, and finally, the College of Cardinals, of which he served as Dean until November 30, 2002, when the Holy Father John Paul II accepted his petition to return to his homeland. 

Born in Toffo, Archdiocese of Cotonou (Benin), on May 8, 1922, Bernardin Gantin entered the seminary in Ouidah in 1936. He was ordained a priest on January 14, 1951 in Lome (Togo). He was a language teacher for three years in the diocesan seminary, while he also dedicated much of his time to pastoral activity. In 1953, leaving his heart in Africa, he was sent to Rome to study at the Pontifical Urban University and then at the Lateran. He received a Licentiate in Theology and in Canon Law. On 11 December 1956 he was elected titular Bishop of Tipasa of Mauritania and Auxiliary of Cotonou and was ordained on 3 February 1957. On 5 January 1960, John XXIII promoted him to Archbishop of Cotonou. He dedicated himself tirelessly to pastoral and missionary activity, he founded schools; vigorously supported the activity of catechists and of indigenous sisters; and took special care of the priestly vocations. Pope Paul VI called him to Rome in April 1971 as the adjunct secretary of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, of which he became the secretary two years later (26 February 1973). On December 20, 1975, he was named Vice-President, Pro-President (16 December 1976), and then President of the Pontifical Commission of Justice and Peace (29 June 1977). He was created and proclaimed Cardinal by Paul VI in the consistory of 27 June 1977. In December 1975, he was also named Vice-President and then President (by John Paul I) of the Pontifical Council Cor Unum (4 September 1978). On April 8, 1984 he was nominated by Pope John Paul II Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, where he remained for over 14 years, until June 25, 1998. On June 5, 1993, he became Dean of the College of Cardinals. On November 20, 2002, the Holy Father John Paul II accepted his request to return to Benin. 

In an interview he granted Agenzia Fides on February 23, 2001, Cardinal Gantin reflected on his experience in Rome and on the subject of the missions saying, “Jesus Christ gives sense to our mission and our vocation. Alone I would be nothing. I was called to Rome 30 years ago. When the Pope speaks it is Christ who speaks. The missionaries who have been in our country for more than 100 years, said ‘yes’ to God, and they came from many different countries and from different local Churches and they said ‘yes’ to the Pope and to Christ, accepting to bring the Gospel to us. When for the first time the Pope asked an African to be a missionary to Rome, could his request be refused? I accepted out of obedience and service to the Pope and to Christ. I said ‘yes’ following the example of the first missionaries who accepted to come to evangelize us. For me, to be a Cardinal is not something of which I can boast, or of which my country can boast. It is simply a sign of the universality of the Church, the Catholicity of the Church: and for me this is what counts.” 

In the commentary on the Missionary Intention for November 2004, on holiness, published in Agenzia Fides on 28/10/2004, Cardinal Gantin stated that, “Undoubtedly the main ambition of a Christian is not to be beatified or canonised, but to be faithful, to be a person of faith in Christ, who renders Christ present and bears witnesses to him in every aspect and area of this earthly life. This is an obligation for the Christian ‘charged with mission,’ for one who has received the command to proclaim the Gospel. He or she cannot forget that life bears fruit only if it is attached to Christ, like a branch to the vine.”

On February 3, 2007, Cardinal Gantin celebrated a special Mass in the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Ouidah, in thanksgiving for his 50th anniversary of ordination as bishop. Present at the celebration were 3 Cardinals, some thirty Archbishops and Bishops from various western African countries, the entire Bishops’ Conference of Benin, various Bishops from Italy and France, priests from Benin and Togo, and missionaries from various European countries. In his address for the occasion Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, spoke on behalf of the Congregation and he said how happy he was to join in the expressions of filial affection and admiration “a man whose figure and life story have been an ecclesial and missionary epiphany.” And added: “We all received much from your African spirit and your approach to the significance of the human person... your life story is that of a ‘son of missionaries who became a missionary’, an African missionary to Rome where you deepened your sensus ecclesiae. Your time in Rome traced a missionary furrow from Africa to the heart of Catholicity.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 14/5/2008 - righe 61, parole 933)

ASIA/CHINA - 1.3 billion “thank-yous” to the Holy Father from Chinese Catholics, on behalf of the entire Chinese population: “The Pope has given us an energy boost on all levels.”

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) “Thank you, Holy Father! 1.3 billion thank-yous! Allow us as Catholics to thank you on behalf of the entire Chinese population!,” a priest from Beijing told Agenzia Fides after having heard the appeal made by the Holy Father Benedict XVI at the General Audience on Wednesday, May 14, for China and those suffering from the earthquake aftermath. The priest said that “the Pope has given us an energy boost on all levels. We, the Catholic population, are already working on the frontline in the aid effort with prayers and with concrete actions, and the people and society has been very appreciative. With these affectionate words of the Pope, we will be even more well-received by all. He has transmitted us a spiritual strength that helps us in our mission of evangelization, in our integration into Chinese society.”

The Chinese periodicals on the continent and in Hong Kong have reported the news of Pope Benedict XVI’s appeal for China, publishing the text of the message and the Pope’s photo. Many Chinese Catholics have heard the news by word of mouth, and have been moved and encouraged by it. One of them told Fides: “the Pope never ceases to amaze us. After the concert in the Vatican and the beautiful words of his message to the Chinese people during the concert, he has given us another gift that deeply moves our hearts. There is nothing more valuable than the spiritual closeness and prayer of the Pope for us. We thank the Holy Father on behalf of everyone: the Pope has made us feel even stronger.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/05/2008 - righe 19, parole 266)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - An educative emergency

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - During his meeting with Italian Catholic Action, on May 4, the Holy Father Benedict XVI said: “In a missionary Church, placed before an educational emergency such as that which is found in Italy today, may you who love and serve her be tireless heralds and trained and generous educators”. After his Letter to the diocese and city of Rome dated 21 January 2008, “On the urgent task of education ”, the Pontiff extended the field of reference of his analysis on the present situation of education, to the whole of Italy and this excursion can be expected to continue.

In fact, the task of education is absolutely central for the life of the Church and of the whole of society: a generation no longer capable of educating its children, a culture unable to hand its values on to its young people, is fatally destined to dissolve itself, to disappear. Such a lucid and clear indication of method, demands to be entirely and immediately welcomed by the totality of the Church body, and most especially by those who have received from Christ the “munus regendi”, the lofty task of teaching, educating.

At the heart of education in general and Christian education to the faith, in particular, there are not structures or organisations, and certainly not pastoral plans; at the centre there is necessarily the person. The Holy Father recalls: “ …authentic education. [...] needs first of all that closeness and trust which are born from love: I am thinking of the first and fundamental experience of love which children have, or at least should have, from their parents. Yet every true teacher knows that if he is to educate he must give a part of himself, and that it is only in this way that he can help his pupils overcome selfishness and become in their turn capable of authentic love.” (ivi).

Education, as St John Bosco used to say, is a “matter of heart”, citing indirectly Saint Thomas Aquinas, who in his theory on conscience recalls that the latter is an affective matter and, at the same time, that man consists in the affection by which he is principally determined. To respond to the educative emergency means therefore to overcome concerns with regard to organisation and management which too often occupy the minds of bishops, priests and even lay people; it means rediscovering the centrality of interpersonal relations, which on no account can be delegated, placing at the centre the person and dealing with organisation aspects only when these are the authentic expression of a free and conscious membership, a humble tool which ensures a common and shared management, expression of a being changed by the encounter with the educator and with the educative task itself.

On the contrary, the organisation will be, as it often happens, an empty shell, which only in appearance expresses effectiveness, but which, in actual fact, does not really "contain" what it promises. A shell capable at the most of filling public squares and fostering meetings, but not of affecting the behaviour of individuals and society.

In this sense, it must be admitted, despite their limits which can at times mark certain expressions, Church Movements constitute a prophecy for the whole Church: in Church Movements we see authentic education in action, and not only thanks to the strong sense of elective membership they foster. In Church Movements the faith is handed on with simplicity and joy, in a way which is in keeping and faithful to the Magisterium, vocations to virginity are numerous, families are generously open to life: these are the “creative minorities” from which much can be learned and thanks to which we can hope for a future for education. And in the whole of Europe. (Agenzia Fides 15/5/2008; righe 43, parole 562)

VATICAN - General Annual Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies: interview with Archbishop Henryk Hoser, President of the Pontifical Mission Societies

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies is taking place in Rome from 5 to 21 May (see Fides 4/4/2008). The pastoral-formative session on the 15 and 16 May closed on 17 May with a Concelebration of the Eucharist in Saint Peter's Basilica followed by an audience with the Holy Father. From the 19 to the 21 May the Assembly participants will listen to reports on the activity of the past year presented by the four general secretaries of the Pontifical Mission Societies, and then examine the accounts and discuss requests for subsidies. Archbishop Henryk Hoser, Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies was kind enough to give an interview to Fides. 

Archbishop Hoser, the Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies now taking place in Rome. Who are the participants and what is the work plan?

According to the Statutes of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) every year, usually in the month of May, there is an Annual General Assembly of the Pontifical Mission Societies. The Assembly is convoked and presided by the President of the PMS, participants include the general secretaries of the four PMS as well as the under-secretaries of the section for relations with states of the Secretary of State, and of the Congregation for the Bishops and the Congregation for the Oriental Churches. In addition the assembly is attended by all the National Directors of the Pontifical Mission Societies from all over the world: 129 national directors representing nations on every continent.

The Assembly has two parts: a pastoral session and an administrative session. The first session treats missiological and pastoral themes and questions of organisation of special interest and importance, identified by the previous Annual General Assembly. This year we spoke about mission in today's globalised world and discussed the experience of new evangelisation. At the administrative session the general secretaries of the PMS present their reports on the year's activity, then the assembly examines proposals for assigning subsidies in answer to requests received .

However I would like to underline that the Annual General Assembly is first and foremost for the National Directors a special time for communion, prayer, study and sharing which enables them to return to their own country enriched and encouraged, also after the meeting with the Holy Father, whose words are always a source of light and strength. There is often a tendency to focus only on the bureaucratic aspects of these meetings- which in a way cannot be eliminated -, forgetting the fact that the Church is not a sort of “multinational organisation” which periodically calls its representatives all over the world to meet to approve the accounts. The Church is primarily a community of love, the love received from the Father and handed on by the Son through the power of the Holy Sprit. Love which we are called to spread in every corner of the earth. Therefore the PMS national directors are not “collectors and distributors of funds” they are primarily evangelisers and missionary pastoral animators for the whole People of God. 

We usually speak in the plural about the Pontifical Mission Societies. Could you briefly remind us of the number and duties of these Societies ?

The Pontifical Mission Societies are four, but, although founded at different epochs, they form one institution and have one common purpose: to promote a universal missionary spirit among all the People of God, that is the Church. 

The main task of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith is to maintain in the Church the “Spirit of Pentecost” which impelled the Apostles to go to the ends of the earth, making them 'missionaries', fostering the participation of all the baptised in the work of proclaiming the Gospel though the example of their lives and with the contribution of their proper human capacities, including economic assistance. The Pontifical Society of Holy Childhood sustains educators in their efforts to instil mission awareness in children, to help them live in spiritual communion and sharing of material goods with other less fortunate boys and girls in poorer Churches. 

The task of the Pontifical Society is to offer spiritual and economic support to Seminaries and Institutes of Religious Formation in mission territories. The task of the Pontifical Missionary Union, founded as the Missionary Union of the Clergy, is to "animate the animators” of the People of God, promoting missionary awareness among seminarians, priests and men and women religious. Pope Paul VI defined the Union, “the soul of the other three Pontifical Mission Societies”.

The Pontifical Mission Societies were founded in the 19th century at different times, and today they exist all over the world, even in countries once considered mission lands, which today send their own missionaries to other countries. We can say then that they were pioneers with regard to the missionary responsibility of every baptised Christian. And today how do they respond to this “prophetic” role in the Church, how do they see the future ? 

Very often missionaries, in the past and still today, ask themselves the same question: how should we be missionaries in our day, how should we evangelise, what methods or ways should we use? The relationship between material development and the proclamation of God's Word, interreligious and inter-cultural dialogue, the economy, politics, the new world ethics, the invasion of “one thought”, relativism, being “politically correct” are the subject of many symposiums, research and conferences all over the world, in which missionaries also take part. 

I think we must be aware of the reality around us, we must be able to read “the signs of the times”, while at the same time taking care not to be carried away too easily in lengthy examination or ideologised interpretations of reality, which in the end can leave us paralysed or demoralised. The answer to many question is offered in a Letter dated May 27, 2007 which the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed to the Catholic bishops, priests, consecrated persons and the lay faithful of the Church in the People's Republic of China, which can be applied to all countries and all continents. The Holy Father writes: “ Today, as in the past, to proclaim the Gospel means to preach and bear witness to Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, the new Man, conqueror of sin and death. He enables human beings to enter into a new dimension, where mercy and love shown even to enemies can bear witness to the victory of the Cross over all weakness and human wretchedness. In your country too, the proclamation of Christ crucified and risen will be possible to the extent that, with fidelity to the Gospel, in communion with the Successor of the Apostle Peter and with the universal Church, you are able to put into practice the signs of love and unity” (n.3).

I think it is important to call attention to two concepts which can serve as guidelines for the activity of the PMS in the future. The first concept is taken from the “Doctrinal Note on certain aspects of Evangelisation”, made public on 3 December 2007, which states that the term evangelisation in the broad sense summarises the whole mission of the Church: her whole life consists in fact in “traditio Evangelii”, the proclamation and handing on of the Gospel, which in ultimate essence is identified with Jesus Christ. Therefore evangelisation means not only teaching a doctrine but also announcing the Lord Jesus in word and deed, being witnesses of his active presence in the world.

The second theme is the necessity to be heralds, missionaries of Hope to the world which appears ever more desperate and hopeless and almost smothered by a culture of death. The recent encyclical of the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, , Spe Salvi, is of great missiological value. The good news of hope becomes in fact the distinguishing mark of Christians compared to those who have not received this gift: “ We see how decisively the self-understanding of the early Christians was shaped by their having received the gift of a trustworthy hope, when we compare the Christian life with life prior to faith, or with the situation of the followers of other religions. Paul reminds the Ephesians that before their encounter with Christ they were “without hope and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).” (Spe Salvi n. 2). As missionaries it is our duty to hand on the rich content of this Encyclical, each in the context in which we work. 

In our times doctors and other healthcare workers are increasingly important and not only in developing countries. You are a doctor and you have years of missionary experience in Africa. What connection is there between medicine and mission ?

The medical aspect of mission is important and ever present, since the human person is composed of spiritual, material, corporal and biological elements. Just as the Lord Jesus went from village to village healing the soul and body of those he met, so the Church continues His mission, and does the same. Neither of these aspects can be overlooked.

In mission countries there are always structures which offer specific and professional care to the body, caring for the sick. Medical care is very different in rich countries compared with poor countries, - mostly mission territories -. In rich countries is it more costly because it uses sophisticated apparatus, especially in the field of diagnosis and surgery. All this does not exist in what we could call "poor" medical care.

The second difference is that in mission countries only generic medicines, the least expensive are used, and there is no access to new pharmaceutical molecules which can change the destiny of a person affected by long term or chronic diseases including AIDS. There is then at the level of medical care “unjust distribution” between poor and rich, and it is increasing. 

“Missionary medicine” practised at clinics, hospitals, dispensaries… which in these countries have to meet the needs of the majority of the population, always sees the whole person, not just the illness or the part which is ill. We have maintained this principle compared with very technical medical care which has become a sort of medical engineering. We consider patients in the context in which they live, their economic situation which effects health. It is enough to think of the tragedy of hunger which in poor countries kills large numbers of children and young people. The infant mortality rate in Africa is at least 10 times the rate in Europe.

Medicine can also help to heal the soul. If we see the suffering of the sick, if we can give value to this suffering even if it is impossible to reduce it, sick people become our travelling companions, as we all walk along the Way of the Cross. In mission countries I met many women like “Mother Teresa”, working silently, unknown, but living the same love and sacrifice as Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.

I believe the Church's presence in the world of medicine is even more important today seeing the development of various aspects which give rise to concern at the level of bio-ethics. For example matters concerning the intimate life of the married couple, human sexuality, childbearing, are almost completely decided by technical experts, who often have little respect for the human character of these faculties which serve to communicate love and transmit life. This is the real drama of our epoch, and not only in mission territories. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 19/5/2008; righe 141, parole 1.848)

VATICAN - Archbishop Henryk Hoser, Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, appointed by the Pope to be Archbishop of Warsaw-Praga. Bishop Vacchelli will be new President of PMS

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI appointed today, May 24, Archbishop Henryk Hoser, S.A.C. as Archbishop of Warsaw-Praga (Poland), remaining Archbishop. Until now, Archbishop Hoser served as Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Archbishop Henryk Hoser, S.A.C. was born in Warsaw on November 27, 1942. After having graduated from high school, he attended the Warsaw University of Medicine where he obtained his degree in 1966 and was appointed assistant to the Warsaw University of Medicine academy. In 1969 he entered the Society for the Catholic Apostolate (Pallottine Fathers), where on June 16, 1974 he was ordained a priest. From 1975-1995, he served as a missionary in Rwanda, where he carried out various ministries in pastoral care. In 1978, he founded a Medical-Social Center in Kigali, overseeing it for 17 years. He also founded the Center for Family Action program. He is co-founder and secretary of the African Federation of Family Action, begun in 2001. 

For several years, he served as Secretary of the Bishops’ Commission for Health Pastoral and then of the Bishops’ Commission for the Family, president of the Association of Medical Centres in Kigali (BUFMAR), and head of programs to monitor AIDS. In Rwanda, he was SAC Regional Superior and also president of the Conference of Major Superiors of Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life in Rwanda (COSUMA) for 10 years. In 1994, in the absence of the Papal Nuncio in Rwanda, the Holy See appointed him Apostolic Visitor to that country for two years pending the appointment of a new Nuncio. From 1996 to 2003 he was SAC Regional Superior and member of the Missionary Council of the Conference of Major Superiors in France.

On January 22, 2005, he was appointed Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies, and raised to the dignity of Archbishop. He was ordained a Bishop on March 19, 2005. 

The Holy Father Benedict XVI appointed Monsignor Piergiuseppe Vacchelli, of the clergy of the Diocese of Cremona, until now Undersecretary of the Italian Bishops’ Conference and President of the Committee for Charitable Services for Third World Nations. He will be at the same time elevated to the dignity of Archbishop, of the Titular See of Minturno. 

Monsignor Piergiuseppe Vacchelli was born in Longardore di Sospiro (CR) on February 4, 1937. From 1948 to 1961, he attended the Minor and Major Seminaries of the Diocese of Cremona, being ordained a priest on May 27, 1961. From late 1961 until Fall of 1963, he served as a priest in the Parish of San Giovanni in Croce. In 1963, he was sent to Rome to study Canon Law at the Gregorian University, where he earned his Licentiate and returned to his diocese in 1967. That year, he was assigned to work in the Parish of San Pietro in Cremona, as well as Diocesan Assistant for the Adult Sector of Catholic Action. In 1973, he was appointed Secretary of Bishop Amari as well as placed in charge of the Episcopal Chancellery, where he remained until 1986. From 1976 to 1990, he worked as Diocesan Assistant of Catholic Action. In 1986, he was appointed Pro-Vicar General of the Diocese and from 1990-1993 served as Secretary General of the Diocesan Synod. In 1993, he was appointed Pastor and Canon of the Cremona Cathedral.

Over the years, he has taught Canon Law in the Diocesan Seminary, as well as Religion and Language in the Scuola Magistrale Parificata, run by the Religious Institute of Sons of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Since October 1996, he has served as the Undersecretary of the Italian Bishops’ Conference and President of the Committee for Charitable Services for Third World Nations. In addition to Italian, he is fluent in French, Spanish, and English. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 24/5/2008; righe 52, parole 645)

ASIA/MYANMAR – “Let us demonstrate our solidarity with the people affected by Cyclone Nargis with concrete actions,” the President of the Myanmar Bishops’ Conference tells Fides

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “It has been an authentic disaster. First of all, for the loss of life in the tragedy: there is an extremely high death toll. Then also, for the destruction caused by the cyclone; in addition to the houses, the cyclone heavily hit the agriculture industry with the loss of livestock, tools, the flooding of fields, systems of irrigation destroyed...” Archbishop Paul Zinghtung Grawng of Mandalay, President of the Bishops’ Conference of Myanmar, told Fides during his visit to Rome for the Ad Limina Apostolorum visit. 

According to the United Nations, 134,000 people have died or been displaced by Cyclone Nargis, that on May 2, struck the Irrawady Delta region in southern Myanmar. 2.5 million people have lost their homes. There is also a great fear of epidemics.

“The Catholic Church quickly began working to offer its collaboration and aid,” Archbishop Grawng said. The Archbishop held a meeting on May 8 with a team of experts, in order to prepare a program of emergency response and sent a message to all the parishes of the Archdiocese asking the faithful to contribute donations for the purchase of food and first aid materials.

“We are organizing aid throughout the country. Our contribution has reached all the dioceses of Myanmar and we are helping to distribute the international aid that arrives. We are also receiving help from the volunteers that arrive from different parts of the world, giving them a sense of direction when they arrive to the distraught areas.”

“Our priests, religious, and laity with medical experience (doctors and nurses) are helping the people not only in their physical, but also in their psychological recuperation.”

In spite of the great tragedy that has struck the country, the President of the Bishops’ Conference of Myanmar has not lost the hope of being able to continue the work of evangelization in the country, for example “that which is carried out among the tribes that live in the mountains. It is not an easy task, but for some time now the various populations of the country have had a greater opportunity to meet and get to know each other. Thus, it becomes easier for someone who does not know Christ to come in contact with those who bear witness to the Christian faith with their lives,” Archbishop Grawng concluded. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 28/5/2008 righe 32, parole 386)

VATICAN - May 30: World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – This year, the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is celebrated on May 30, which has been declared the World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests. In the Letter sent on this occasion to all priests, from the Prefect and Secretary of the Congregation for the Clergy, Cardinal Claudio Hummes and Archbishop Mauro Piacenza respectively, the priority of prayer over action is made explicit, “since it is on prayer that the effectiveness of action depends. The Church’s mission largely depends on each person’s personal relationship with the Lord Jesus and must therefore be nourished by prayer.” Below we offer several excerpts from the Letter.

“In the second place, with an unquenchable thirst and longing for Christ, the most authentic dimension of our Priesthood is mendicancy, simple and continuous prayer that is learned in silent orison. It has always characterized the life of Saints and should be asked for insistently. This awareness of our relationship with him is subjected to the purification of daily testing. Every day we realize again and again that not even we Ministers who act "in Persona Christi Capitis" are spared this drama.”

“The one adequate measure, with regard to our Holy Vocation, is radicalism. This total dedication with awareness of our infidelity can only be brought into being as a renewed and prayerful decision which Christ subsequently implements, day after day. The actual gift of priestly celibacy must be accepted and lived in this dimension of radicalism and full configuration to Christ. Any other approach to the reality of the relationship with him risks becoming ideological. Even the great mass of work that the contemporary conditions of the ministry sometimes impose on us, far from discouraging us must spur us to care with even greater attention for our priestly identity which has an incontrovertibly divine root.”

“Let us be faithful, dear confreres, to the daily Celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist, not solely in order to fulfill a pastoral commitment or a requirement of the community entrusted to us but because of the absolute personal need we have of it, as of breathing, as of light for our life, as the one satisfactory reason for a complete priestly existence.”

“Since the missionary spirit is intrinsic in the very nature of the Church, our mission is likewise innate in the priestly identity, which is why missionary urgency is a matter of self-awareness. Our priestly identity is edified and renewed day after day in “conversation” with Our Lord. An immediate consequence of our relationship with him, ever nourished in constant prayer, is the need to share it with all those around us. The holiness we ask for daily, in fact, cannot be conceived according to a sterile and abstract individual acceptance but is necessarily Christ's holiness, which is contagious for everyone: ‘Being in communion with Jesus Christ draws us into his ‘being for all'; it makes it our own way of being’ (Benedict XVI, "Spe Salvi," No. 28). Christ's ‘being for all’ is realized for us in the Tria Munera by which we are clothed in the very nature of the Priesthood. These Munera which constitute the entirety of our Ministry, are not the place for alienation or, even worse, a mere functionalist reductionism of ourselves but rather are the truest expression of our belonging to Christ.”

“Lastly, the Holy Mother of God remains an indispensable foundation of the whole of priestly life. The relationship with her cannot be resolved in pious devotional practice but is nourished by ceaseless entrustment to the arms of the ever Virgin of the whole of our life, of our ministry in its entirety.”

“Dear confreres, the urgent need for a movement of prayer, placing 24-hour continuous Eucharistic adoration at the center so that a prayer of adoration, thanksgiving, praise, petition and reparation will be raised to God, incessantly and from every corner of the earth, with the primary intention of awakening a sufficient number of holy vocations to the priestly state and, at the same time, spiritually uniting with a certain spiritual maternity -- at the level of the Mystical Body -- all those who have already been called to the ministerial priesthood and are ontologically conformed to the one High and Eternal Priest.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 29/5/2008)

VATICAN - Decree from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, authorizing a special permission for the celebration of the Conversion of St. Paul” in the jubilee year, 2,000th anniversary of his birth

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy See Press Office issued the following decree on May 31, 2008, from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. 

“The Apostle St. Paul, who proclaimed the truth of Christ to the whole world and did so after being Christ’s persecutor, spent himself in using every means to proclaim the Good News to the nations, committing himself with zeal to the unity and concord of all Christians, has always been and continues to be venerated by the faithful, especially in this particular year, the bimillennium of his birth, which the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI desired to institute as a special jubilee year. 

Thus, in virtue the faculties conferred on this Congregation by the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI, it is permitted, in an extraordinary manner, that on Jan. 25, 2009, the Third Sunday 'per annum,' a Mass according to the formulary 'Conversion of St. Paul,' as is found in the Roman Missal, may be celebrated in the individual churches. In such a case, the second reading of the Mass is taken from the Roman Lectionary for the Third Sunday 'per annum,' and the Creed will be recited.

The concession, by express mandate of the Supreme Pontiff, is only valid for the year 2009, anything to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, January 25, 2008, feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.

Signed by Cardinal Francis Arinze, Prefect of the Congregation, and Archbishop Albert Malcolm Ranjith, Secretary of the Congregation. (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

