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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – 31 August 2008

FIDES SPECIAL FEATURE
Instrumentum mensis Augusti

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro Evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus VIII, Augustus A.D. MMVIII
The Holy Father, Benedict XVI, a guest of the northern Italian town and diocese of Brixen from July 28 returned on 11 August to his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo. During this period he continued to lead the Sunday Angelus prayer from wherever he was, whereas the Wednesday general audiences, suspended from 30 July to August 6, resumed regularly on Wednesday 13 August. After devoting two catechesis to certain Saints of our epoch whose feast days the Church had celebrated during the month of August, the Pope continued the cycle of teaching on St Paul Apostle of the nations begun in July.

On 5 August Benedict XVI went to Oies in Val Badia to visit to the birthplace of Divine Word Missionary Saint Joseph Freinademetz, a great missionary to China, and the Pope said: “He is a very modern Saint: we know that China is becoming increasingly significant in political and economic life and also in the life of ideas. It is important that this great country open itself to the Gospel. And St Joseph Freinademetz shows us that faith does not mean alienation for any culture, for any people, because all cultures are waiting for Christ and are not destroyed by the Lord: indeed, [in him] they reach their maturity. ”

On August 6 during a meeting with the diocesan clergy in Brixen Cathedral the Holy Father answered questions posed by a few of the numerous priests and seminarians present. On 9 August, on the premises of the Diocesan Seminary where he was staying, Pope Benedict received honorary citizen of the town from the hands of the mayor of Brixen. On the feast of the Assumption of Our Lady on 15 August, the Pope celebrated Mass in Castel Gandolfo at the parish church. In his homily he said “Today's feast impels us to lift our gaze to Heaven; not to a heaven consisting of abstract ideas or even an imaginary heaven created by art, but the Heaven of true reality which is God himself. God is Heaven. He is our destination, the destination and the eternal dwelling place from which we come and for which we are striving.”

On 21 August, Benedict XVI sent a letter expressing condolence for the sudden death on 16 August of his friend and host in Brixen, Bishop Wilhelm Egger of Bozen-Brixen. During his Sunday Angelus reflections on 10, 17 and 24 August, Benedict XVI expressed concern for the difficult international situation - especially the turmoil in Georgia – and he urged international bodies to work to find a peaceful and lasting solution. On 31 August, speaking of the dramatic migratory phenomenon, the Holy Father called for effective measures and solidarity on the part of everyone.

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 August 2008 – Angelus

5 August 2008 – Visit to the birth place of St Joseph Freinademetz in Oies (Val Badia)

6 August 2008 – Meeting with the clergy of Bozen-Brixen,  Brixen Cathedral

9 August 2008 – Speech on receiving  honorary citizenship of Brixen 

10 August 2008 – Angelus

11 August 2008 – Meeting with police force of Brixen and farewell to the city 

12 August 2008 – Message to Third American Mission Congress CAM 3

13 August 2008 – General Audience

14 August 2008 – Discourse to Bayerischer Rundfunk Delegation

15 August 2008 – Homily at Mass on the Feast of the Assumption, at Castel Gandolfo

15 August 2008 – Angelus

17 August 2008 – Angelus

20 August 2008 – General Audience

21 August 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the victims of air crash in Madrid, Spain

21 August 2008 – Letter of condolence for the death of Bishop Egger of the diocese of Bozen-Brixen 

24 August 2008 – Angelus

24 August 2008 – Concert in honour of the Holy Father

24 August 2008 – Message to the 29th  Meeting per l’amicizia tra i popoli

27 August 2008 – General audience

31 August 2008 – Angelus

· VERBA PONTIFICIS
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· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

3 August 2008 – Angelus.

Vatican – Benedict XVI leads the recitation of the Angelus prayer in Brixen: “ If we receive such great gifts from God, we in turn must give them: in a spiritual context giving kindness, friendship and love, but also in a material context ”.

Brixen (Agenzia Fides) – From Piazza Duomo, in Brixen, on Sunday 3 August, after thanking Bishop Egger, all who had helped to arrange his brief period of rest in that town, and “the good Lord who gave us this land and this Sunday flooded with sunshine”, the Holy Father Benedict XVI introduced the Angelus prayer reflecting on the Sunday readings, from which it emerged that: the greatest things in this life of ours can neither be purchased nor paid for because the most important and elementary things in our life can only be given: the sun and its light, the air that we breathe, water, the earth's beauty, love, friendship, life itself. We cannot buy any of these essential and central goods but they are given to us… no one can take from us, of which no dictatorship, no destructive force can rob us. Being loved by God who knows and loves each one of us in Christ; no one can take this away and, while we have this, we are not poor but rich”. 

Then, reflecting on the Gospel of the day, he added: “ If we receive such great gifts from God, we in turn must give them: in a spiritual context giving kindness, friendship and love, but also in a material context … These two things must penetrate our souls today: we must be people who give, because we are people who receive; we must pass on to others the gifts of goodness and love and friendship, but at the same time we must also give material gifts to all who have need of us, whom we can help, and thus seek to make the earth more human, that is, closer to God”. 

Lastly the Pope remembered the Servant of God, Pope Paul VI, who died 30 years ago: “ he gave up his spirit to God on the evening of 6 August 1978, the evening of the Feast of the Transfiguration of Jesus, a mystery of divine light that always exercised a remarkable fascination upon his soul. As Supreme Pastor of the Church, Paul VI guided the People of God to contemplation of the Face of Christ, the Redeemer of man and Lord of history. And it was precisely this loving orientation of his mind and heart toward Christ that served as a cornerstone of the Second Vatican Council... At the centre of everything, always and only Christ:”. Benedict XVI concluded: “ As our gaze on the past grows gradually broader and more aware, Paul VI's merit in presiding over the Council Sessions, in bringing it successfully to conclusion and in governing the eventful post-conciliar period appears ever greater, I should say almost superhuman. After the Angelus, the Pope went into the parish church of St Michael Archangel in Brixen to greet the faithful gathered there to see him. (Agenzia Fides 3/8/2008) 

5 August 2008 – Visit to the birthplace of St Joseph Freinademetz in Oies (Val Badia)

VATICAN – “ St Joseph Freinademetz shows us that faith does not mean alienation for any culture, for any people, because all cultures are waiting for Christ and are not destroyed by the Lord: indeed, [in him] they reach their maturity. ”

Oies (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon of August 5, the Pope went to Oies, in Val Badia, to visit the birthplace of Divine Word Missionary, Saint Joseph Freinademetz, a great missionary to China. After thanking those present for the warm welcome and the Lord for giving the Church this great saint, Pope Benedict XVI said: “we know that China is becoming increasingly significant in political and economic life and also in the life of ideas. It is important that this great country open itself to the Gospel. And St Joseph Freinademetz shows us that faith does not mean alienation for any culture, for any people, because all cultures are waiting for Christ and are not destroyed by the Lord: indeed, [in him] they reach their maturity. ”. After thanking those present once again he concluded: “Let us now pray that this great Saint may be an encouragement for all of us to live anew the life of faith in our time, to journey towards Christ because Christ alone can unite peoples, can unite cultures; and let us also pray that Christ will give numerous young people the courage to devote their lives totally to the Lord and to his Gospel. ”. (Agenzia Fides 5/8/2008)

6 August 2008 – Meeting in Brixen Cathedral with the diocesan clergy 

VATICAN – The Pope tells the clergy in Brixen: “the priesthood is indispensable because in the Eucharist itself, originating in God, the Church is built; in the Sacrament of Penance purification is conferred; in the Sacrament, the priesthood is, precisely, an involvement in the "for" of Jesus Christ”

Brixen (Agenzia Fides) – Meeting with the clergy of the diocese of Bozen-Brixen in the Cathedral of Brixen in the morning of August 6, the Holy Father answered questions posed by six representatives of those present. Here is a summary of the questions and answers.

A Seminarian

After Benedict XVI had thanked the Bishop and all those present, a seminarian posed the first question. He told the Pope that he had accompanied a group of young people from his dioceses to the 23rd World Youth Day in Sydney, in July and asked him "how can we live the gifts of the Holy Spirit in practice, here in our country and in our daily lives, in such a way that our relatives, friends and acquaintances feel and experience his power, and how can we exercise our mission as Christ's witnesses?". 

In his reply the Pope recalled the event in Sydney “ there was a moment in which we truly felt the breath of the Holy Spirit who sweeps away prejudices, who makes people understand that yes, here we find what closely affects us, this is the direction in which we must go; and in this way we can live, in this way the future unfolds.”. Then the Holy Father said he realised that after such a meaningful experience "in daily life it is far more difficult in practice to perceive the action of the Holy Spirit, or even to be personally a means to enable Him [the Holy Spirit] to be present". In the awareness that alone this is impossible but “the Lord helps us ”, the Pontiff urged them to be a “available as instruments”: “ no one can give what he does not personally possess; in other words we cannot pass on the Holy Spirit effectively or make him perceptible to others unless we ourselves are close to him. Then, commenting a passage of the Gospel of St John, where the Lord breathes on his disciples giving them His Spirit, the Pope showed a parallel with a passage of the Book of Genesis, “ where God breathes on the mixture he made with the dust from the earth and it comes to life and becomes man. Then man, who is inwardly darkened and half dead, receives Christ's breath anew and it is this breath of God that gives his life a new dimension, that gives him life with the Holy Spirit. ”. [...] the Holy Spirit is the breath of Jesus Christ and we, in a certain sense, must ask Christ to breathe on us always, so that his breath will become alive and strong and work upon the world. This means that we must keep close to Christ. We do so by meditating on his Word. [...]And then, naturally, this listening, walking in the environment of the Word must be transformed into a response, a response in prayer, in contact with Christ. And of course, first of all in the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist in which he comes to us and enters us and is, as it were, amalgamated with us. Then, however, also in the Sacrament of Penance which always purifies us”. “ All this must determine the shape that our day takes in such a way that it becomes structured, a day in which God has access to us all the time,  [...].If we do this, , [...]this light will shine from us without us having to give it much thought or having to adopt a "propagandist" - so to speak - way of acting: it comes automatically because it mirrors our soul. ”. Concluding his answer to the first question Benedict XVI said: “ if we live with Christ we will also succeed in human things… because faith involves the complete fulfilment of the human being, of humanity. 

A Franciscan

The first question was followed by another posed by a Franciscan, on the importance of art and beauty, as well as theology, for announcing the good news and for the liturgy. The Holy Father replied: “ Reason that intended to strip itself of beauty would be halved, it would be a blinded reason. It is only when they are united that both these things form the whole, and precisely for faith this union is important.  [...].In his First Letter, St Peter wrote [...]: ""Always be prepared to make a defence to any one who calls you to account for the hope that is in you" - an apologetic for the logos of hope, that is, a transformation of the logos, the reason for hope in apologetics, in response to men. He was obviously convinced of the fact that the faith was the logos, that it was a reason, a light that came from creative Reason rather than a wonderful concoction, a fruit of our thought. And this is why it is universal and for this reason can be communicated to all. Yet, precisely this creative logos – the Holy Father continued – [...] is a logos that is love, hence such as to be expressed in beauty and in good. Also, I did once say that to me art and the Saints are the greatest apologetic for our faith. The arguments contributed by reason are unquestionably important and indispensable, but then there is always dissent somewhere. On the other hand, if we look at the Saints, this great luminous trail on which God passed through history, we see that there truly is a force of good which resists the millennia; there truly is the light of light. Likewise, if we contemplate the beauties created by faith, they are simply, I would say, the living proof of faith. If I look at this beautiful cathedral - it is a living proclamation! It speaks to us itself, and on the basis of the cathedral's beauty, we succeed in visibly proclaiming God, Christ and all his mysteries: here they have acquired a form and look at us. All the great works of art, cathedrals - the Gothic cathedrals and the splendid Baroque churches - they are all a luminous sign of God and therefore truly a manifestation, an epiphany of God. ”. 

The Holy Father then reflected on the great music born within the Church, – “ from Gregorian chant to the music of the cathedrals, to Palestrina and his epoch, to Bach and hence to Mozart and Bruckner and so forth. In listening to all these works - the Passions of Bach, his Mass in B flat, and the great spiritual compositions of 16th-century polyphony, of the Viennese School, of all music, even that of minor composers - we suddenly understand: it is true! Wherever such things are born, the Truth is there. Without an intuition that discovers the true creative centre of the world such beauty cannot be born. For this reason I think we should always ensure that the two things are together; we should bring them together. When, in our epoch, we discuss the reasonableness of faith, we discuss precisely the fact that reason does not end where experimental discoveries end - it does not finish in positivism; the theory of evolution sees the truth but sees only half the truth: it does not see that behind it is the Spirit of the Creation. We are fighting to expand reason, and hence for a reason which, precisely, is also open to the beautiful and does not have to set it aside as something quite different and unreasonable….This is the point. I believe that in a certain way this is proof of the truth of Christianity: heart and reason encounter one another, beauty and truth converge, and the more that we ourselves succeed in living in the beauty of truth, the more that faith will be able to return to being creative in our time too, and to express itself in a convincing form of art”.

A diocesan priest, seriously ill 

The third question was posed by a diocesan priest affected by multiple sclerosis: “ Given your closeness to your beloved Predecessor and on the basis of your personal experience, what can you say to me and to all of us to truly help elderly or sick priests to live their priesthood well and fruitfully in the presbyterate and in the Christian community? Thank you!”. 

“ I would say that, for me, both parts of the Pontificate of Pope John Paul II's Pontificate were equally important – Benedict XVI replied –,[...] He truly brought down - we can say - not the walls of Jericho but the walls between two worlds with the power of his own faith. His testimony lives on, unforgettable, and continues to be a light for this millennium.”. Dwelling on the humble, silent testimony offered by the Servant of God in the last years of his pontificate, the Pope added: “ he who had been a master of words thus showed us visibly - it seems to me - the profound truth that the Lord redeemed us with his Cross, with the Passion, as an extreme act of his love. He showed us that suffering is not only a "no", something negative, the lack of something, but a positive reality. He showed us that suffering accepted for love of Christ, for love of God and of others is a redeeming force, a force of love and no less powerful than the great deeds he accomplished in the first part of his Pontificate.”. 

“ We also have these two aspects in the life of the Lord. In the first part he teaches the joy of the Kingdom of God, brings his gifts to men and then, in the second part, he is immersed in the Passion until his last cry from the Cross. In this very way he taught us who God is, that God is love and that, in identifying with our suffering as human beings, he takes us in his arms and immerses us in his love and this love alone bathes us in redemption, purification and rebirth”. But since “ It is true, in a true "passion" it becomes ever more difficult to be truly united with the Lord and to maintain this disposition of union with the suffering Lord. Let us therefore pray for all who are suffering and do our utmost to help them, to show our gratitude for their suffering and be present to them as much as we can, to the very end. [...].I wrote in my Encyclical Spe Salvi that the ability to accept suffering and those who suffer is the measure of the humanity one possesses. When this ability is lacking, man is reduced and redefined”.
A canon, professor moral theology

A professor moral theology asked the Pope: “ What can we do to increase the sense of responsibility for Creation in the life of our Christian communities? What can we do in order to view Creation and Redemption as more closely united?”. 

The Holy Father replied: “ The Redeemer is the Creator and if we do not proclaim God in his full grandeur - as Creator and as Redeemer - we also diminish the value of the Redemption. Indeed, if God has no role in Creation,  [...]how can he truly understand the whole of our life? How will he be able to bring salvation to man in his entirety and to the world in its totality?”. The Pope continued: “ he is the Creator Spiritus, the Reason that exists in the beginning, from which all things are born and of which our own reason is but a spark. And it is he, the Creator himself, who did and can enter into history and operate in it precisely because he is the God of the whole and not only of a part. If we recognise this it will obviously follow that the Redemption, being Christian, and simply Christian faith, also means responsibility always and everywhere with regard to Creation. ”. 

The Pope recalled that twenty-three years ago Christians were falsely accused "of being the ones truly responsible for the destruction of Creation because the words contained in Genesis - "subdue the earth" - and to have led to that arrogance with regard to creation whose consequences we are reaping today. “ As long as the earth was seen as God's creation, the task of "subduing" it was never intended as an order to enslave it but rather as the task of being guardians of creation and developing its gifts; of actively collaborating in God's work ourselves, in the evolution that he ordered in the world so that the gifts of Creation might be appreciated rather than trampled upon and destroyed. 

If we observe what came into being around monasteries,, [...]it becomes evident that these were not only words. Rather, wherever the Creator's Word was properly understood, wherever life was lived with the redeeming Creator, people strove to save creation and not to destroy it. ”. 

The Holy Father concluded: “ Chapter 8 of the Letter to the Romans also fits into this context. It says that the whole of Creation has been groaning in travail because of the bondage to which it has been subjected, awaiting the revelation of God's sons: it will feel liberated when creatures, men and women who are children of God, treat it according to God's perspective.”.
A parish priest 

It was then the turn of a parish priest who asked the Pope for some advice with regard to certain highly debated issues, for example “ the celibacy of priests, the ordination of viri probati to the priesthood, the involvement of charisms, particularly those of women, in pastoral care, making men and women collaborators trained in theology responsible for conferring Baptism and preaching homilies”, and how priests can help one another in a fraternal community. 

The Holy Father replied: “In my answer I would like to examine two fundamental aspects: on the one hand, the irreplaceable nature of the priesthood, the meaning and the manner of the priestly ministry today; and on the other - and this is more obvious than it used to be - the multiplicity of charisms and the fact that all together they are Church, they build the Church and for this reason we must strive to reawaken charisms. We must foster this lively whole which in turn then also supports the priest”. Reflecting on the loftiness and necessity of priestly consecration, he affirmed: “ something is delivered over to God and is therefore removed from the common sphere, it is given to him. Yet this means that it is now available for all. Since it has been taken and given to God, for this very reason it is now not isolated by being raised from the "for", to the "for all". “ I believe we must continuously seek to show this to young people - to those who are idealists, who want to do something for the whole - show them that precisely this "extraction from the common" means "consignment to the whole" and that this is an important way, the most important way, to serve our brethren. Part of this, moreover, is truly making oneself available to the Lord in the fullness of one's being and consequently, finding oneself totally available to men and women. I think celibacy is a fundamental expression of this totality and already, for this reason, an important reference in this world because it only has meaning if we truly believe in eternal life and if we believe that God involves us and that we can be for him. ”. 

After reaffirming that the priesthood is indispensable because in the Eucharist itself, originating in God, the Church is built; in the Sacrament of Penance purification is conferred, the Pope reflected on the difficult situation when priests are responsible for more than one parish, and said: “ I believe that in this situation it is important to have the courage to limit oneself and to be clear about deciding on priorities [...]whatever the demands that arise, it is a real priority to find every day, I would say, an hour to be in silence for the Lord and with the Lord, as the Church suggests we do with the breviary, with daily prayers, so as to continually enrich ourselves inwardly, to return [...]- to within the reach of the Holy Spirit's breath. And to order priorities on this basis ”. 

Benedict XVI recalled another aspect: the ability to delegate, to call people to collaborate: “ I have the impression that people understand and also appreciate it when a priest is with God, when he is concerned with his office of being the person who prays for others [...].They want a priest who honestly endeavours to live with the Lord and then is available to men and women [...] but also who can distinguish between things that others do better than him, thereby making room for those gifts. I am thinking of Movements and of many other forms of collaboration in the parish”. 

The Holy Father concluded, stressing the importance of communion among priests: “ no priest is a priest on his own; we are a presbyterate and it is only in this communion with the Bishop that each one can carry out his service. Now, this beautiful communion recognized by all at the theological level, must also be expressed in practice in the ways identified by the local Church, and it must be extended because no Bishop is a Bishop on his own but only a Bishop in the College, in the great communion of Bishops. [...] through the Primacy, which is not an absolute monarchy but a service of communion, that we may have the certainty of this unity. Thus in a large community with many voices, all together we make the great music of faith ring out in this world. ”.

A parish priest and lecturer in theology at the Higher Institute for Religious Sciences:
A parish priest, who lectures at the Higher Institute for Religious Sciences asked the Pope for his "pastoral opinion about the situation concerning the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation. Always more often the children, boys and girls, who receive these Sacraments prepare themselves with commitment to the catechetical meetings but do not take part in the Sunday Eucharist."

Benedict XVI replied: “the sacraments are naturally sacraments of faith: when there is no element of faith, when First Communion is no more than a great lunch with beautiful clothes and beautiful gifts, it can no longer be a sacrament of faith. Yet, on the other hand, if we can still see a little flame of desire for communion in the faith, a desire even in these children who want to enter into communion with Jesus, it seems to me that it is right to be rather broad-minded. Naturally, of course, one purpose of our catechesis must be to make children understand that Communion, First Communion is not a "fixed" event, but requires a continuity of friendship with Jesus, a journey with Jesus. I know that children often have the intention and desire to go to Sunday Mass but their parents do not make this desire possible. If we see that children want it, that they have the desire to go, this seems to me almost a sacrament of desire, the "will" to participate in Sunday Mass”. “ I would say, therefore, that in the context of the catechesis of children, that work with parents is very important. ”. Benedict XVI concluded: “ The proper meaning of catechesis, in fact, must be this: to bring the flame of Jesus' love, even if it is a small one, to the hearts of children, and through the children to their parents, thus reopening the places of faith of our time ”. (Agenzia Fides 6/8/2008)

9 August 2008 – The Holy Father receives honorary citizenship of the city of Brixen 

VATICAN – On receiving honorary citizenship of Brixen from the hands of the mayor of that city, the Holy Father said: “For me Bressanone is a place of encounters: an encounter of cultures; also an encounter of a healthy secularism with a joyful Catholic faith; an encounter of a great history with the present and the future…And then it is also an encounter of Christian roots and modern spirit ”
Brixen (Agenzia Fides) – “The honour the municipality of Brixen has paid to me with the conferral of honorary citizenship is a great joy that I accept with deep gratitude and that will henceforth accompany me in the future epochs of my life.”. With these words on 9 August, Pope Benedict XVI thanked the city of Brixen for this meaningful expression of esteem. “When in the past I would come to Brixen from the North, through the Brenner Pass, - the Pope said - I remember it was always an emotional moment when the valley unfolded before my eyes and the towers of Brixen appeared”.

The Pontiff recalled that it was in Brixen that he had been able to write most of his books, relax and make new friends. Benedict XVI described Brixen as a place of memories: “this is the beauty of it: that I can stroll in the countryside of my memories and, once I have returned to Rome, my walks through the scenery of memories will repeatedly take me to Brixen, and I shall be here once again and once again be able to relax and recover my strength.”. The Holy Father underlined its importance as a  “ place of encounter, of an encounter between cultures: indeed, in three languages… - cultures meet one another and the intercultural meeting, of which we are in such great need today”. This is not always easy “ but is always fruitful and full of gifts; we know that it helps us all, enriches us all and makes us more open and more human”. 

The encounter of which the Pope spoke is “encounter of a healthy secularism with a joyful Catholic faith; an encounter of a great history with the present and the future… this history, which is really present and tangible here, does not hinder formation, dynamism or the vitality of the present or the future but, on the contrary, inspires and dynamizes them”. The Holy Father then spoke of the encounter between “of Christian roots and modern spirit”, and he added “ which only together can build a society that is really worthy of this name, a really human society”. Praising Brixen for being a European model, Benedict XVI concluded: “ the Christian roots, the identity, the Christian identity of our culture is present; it does not close us in on ourselves - far from it, it opens us to others, it gives us the communion of an encounter as well as criteria and values to live by. My cordial thanks to you all and I ask God's Blessing for you in particular. May the Lord continue to protect this beautiful town and help it build a great and beautiful and human future. Thank you again!”. (Agenzia Fides 9/8/2008)

10 August 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN – From Brixen, the words of the Pope before the Marian prayer: “whoever is with God does not go away but is close to his neighbour.”

Brixen (Agenzia Fides) – Introducing the Angelus from Brixen, where he is spending a period of rest, on Sunday 10 August the Holy Father dwelt on the Gospel of the day which tells about the disciples “the disciples are on the lake and with their poor little boat are endeavouring in vain to stand up to a contrary wind. To the Evangelist this episode may have seemed an image of the Church of his time: like the small barque which was the Church of that period, he found himself buffeted by the contrary wind of history and it may have seemed that the Lord had forgotten him. We too can see this as an image of the Church of our time”. 

“But the Gospel – the Pope continued – gives us an answer, consolation and encouragement and at the same time points out a path to us. It tells us, in fact: yes, it is true, the Lord is with the Father but for this very reason he is not distant but sees everyone, for whoever is with God does not go away but is close to his neighbour. And, in fact, the Lord sees them and at the proper time comes towards them. And when Peter, who was going to meet him, risks drowning, the Lord takes him by the hand and brings him to safety on the boat.”. 

Reflecting on daily life, Benedict XVI adds: “The Lord is continuously holding out his hand to us too. He does so through the beauty of a Sunday; he does so through the solemn liturgy; he does so in the prayer with which we address him; he does so in the encounter with the Word of God; he does so in many situations of daily life - he holds his hand out to us… For this reason let us pray to him that we may succeed ever anew in finding his hand. And at the same time, this implies an exhortation: that, in his Name we hold our own hand out to others, to those in need of it, to lead them through the waters of our history”. 

The Holy Father then mentioned the experience lived in Sydney, “those youth were a sign of authentic joy, at times boisterous but always peaceful and positive… In them was the joy of meeting one another and of discovering a new world together. How is it possible not to compare them to their peers who, in search of false escapes, have degrading experiences that all too often result in overwhelming tragedies? This is a typical product of today's so-called "society of well-being"… Even holidays risk evaporating into a vain pursuit of mirages of pleasure”. 

Concluding the Holy Father said “The reflection, however, applies to us all: the human person is truly regenerated only in the relationship with God and God is encountered by learning to listen to his voice in inner stillness and silence”. At the end of the Angelus, the Pope recalled the “tragic events in Georgia that, starting in the region of South Ossetia, have already taken many innocent victims and forced a large number of civilians to abandon their homes”, calling on the “the International Community and the countries that are most influential in the current situation to make every effort to sustain and promote initiatives that aim to achieve a permanent peaceful solution, in favour of open and respectful coexistence.”.

After the Marian prayer, Benedict XVI went to the parish church of St Michael Archangel, for a brief meeting with the faithful gathered there and he reflected again on the Sunday Gospel. Before giving his apostolic blessing he said “to take the hand of the Lord ”, means to meet Him “in prayer, in faith, in the communion of the Sacraments ”. (Agenzia Fides 10/8/2008)

11 August 2008 – Meeting with Brixen city security personnel and farewell ceremony

VATICAN – The Pope's farewell: “All good things come to an end and so, unfortunately, has my holiday in Brixen... I wish to remain with you by way of the bridge of prayer. Thus we will be united and thanks to the Lord we will be in touch and together rejoice and seek to do what is right for today and for the future. ”.

Brixen (Agenzia Fides) – “I can only say thank you for your presence and for the discretion with which you have worked for me. Only now do I realise what an army of "guardian angels" surrounded me and guaranteed me this period of peace and joy”, with these words on August 11, in the major seminary of Brixen the Pope addressed members of the local police force , thanking them for looking after his security and enabling him to “to live on an island of peace, see the beauty of nature ”. Then the Pope said he hoped that for them too it had been a time “to breathe in this fresh air and not just work and commitments but also a bit of rest surrounded by the beautiful nature, in this lovely little town with a rich past and such a vivacious and wonderful present. ”.

Before leaving Brixen to return to Castel Gandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI said farewell to the people gathered in front of the seminary: “All good things come to an end and so, unfortunately, has my holiday in Brixen. But I can tell you: it was absolutely wonderful!”. The Holy Father then spoke of his many memories and said he would remain spiritually united with the community of Brixen, “across the bridge of prayer”. (Agenzia Fides 11/8/2008)

12 August 2008 – Message to the 3rd American Mission Congress (CAM 3)

VATICAN –  Papal Message for the opening of CAM3: “The most important service we can offer our brethren is the clear and humble proclamation of Jesus Christ who came into this world so that we might have life, and have it abundantly ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI sent a message Cardinal Antonio José González Zumárraga President of the 3rd American Mission Congress (CAM 3), being celebrated in Quito, Ecuador (12-17 August). During the opening mass of the congress presided by Papal Envoy, Cardinal Nicolás de Jesús López Rodríguez, the Holy Father's message was read: “In these days, with the theme "America with Christ: listen, learn and proclaim", the Lord will be at the centre of your prayers and study sessions, reflection and dialogue. As the true Teacher, he will enlighten you so that, making room in your hearts for his message of love and redemption, you may go forth and bear an abundance of lasting fruits of holiness (cf. Jn 15: 16)…To this Congress, like a continental "Upper Room", the Holy Spirit extends his power. With his gifts and charism he continues to impel the Church to proclaim the Good News of Salvation to each person - in particular those who do not know Christ or have perhaps forgotten him - and to bring this proclamation to the very ends of the earth.”. 

“The Congress – the Pope continued in the message – will also be the setting for the solemn inauguration of a "Continental Mission" through which, by combining pastoral efforts and evangelisation initiatives, the different particular Churches in Latin America and the Caribbean will intensify their work to make the Lord better known, loved, followed and praised in those blessed regions. He triumphed over sin and death, he offers us his forgiveness daily, he teaches us to forgive and calls us to live a life far from selfishness which enslaves us and he fills us with love that uplifts us and makes us worthy. ”. 

After calling American Catholics to be “effective instruments” through which the Lord can draw all people to himself with the mercy which flows from the Cross, Benedict XVI said: “Dear brothers and sisters, with docility and power, with the charity that the Holy Spirit has infused into our hearts, I encourage you to share this treasure with others because there is no greater richness than enjoying Christ's friendship and walking by his side. It is worth the effort to dedicate our best energies to this great task, knowing that divine grace precedes us, sustains us and accompanies us in the fulfilment of our mission. Therefore, in persevering prayer, in fervent meditation on God's Word, in obedience to the Magisterium of the Church, in the dignified celebration of the Sacraments and in witnessing to brotherly charity, may you find the strength you need in order to identify with Christ's sentiments and thus to be his coherent and generous disciples, proclaiming with your personal example that Christ is the Son of God, the Redeemer of man, the solid rock on which to build our existence.”. 

Before praying for the maternal protection of Our Lady of Guadalupe and giving the Apostolic Blessing, the Holy Father said: “The most important service we can offer our brethren is the clear and humble proclamation of Jesus Christ who came into this world so that we might have life, and have it abundantly (cf. Jn 10: 10). A truly credible witness of holiness and commitment" is expected of us who, without any merit on our part, are his disciples. "If we desire and offer this holy witness, we do not live less but better, because when God asks more it is because he is offering far more. In the face of the difficulties of a sometimes hostile environment, in the face of the scarcity of immediate, spectacular results or of the inadequacy of human means, I invite you not to let fear get the upper hand, or to be disheartened by discouragement or to let yourselves be dragged down by apathy. Remember the words of Jesus the Good Shepherd: "In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world" (Jn 16: 33)”. (Agenzia Fides 12/8/2008)

13 August 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN – Benedict XVI, reflecting on the Saints of our epoch, says: “Those who pray never lose hope, even when they find themselves in a difficult and even humanly hopeless plight. Sacred Scripture teaches us this and Church history bears witness to this”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – After returning to Castel Gandolfo from Brixen the Holy Father Benedict received several hundred visitors for the general audience at his Summer Residence on 13 August. The Holy Father began by speaking about his holiday in Brixen and that he had prayed for all those who write to him asking for his prayers: “Those who write to me asking me to pray for them are truly numerous. They tell me of their joys but also their worries, their plans of life and their family and work problems, the expectations and hopes that they carry in their hearts, together with their apprehensions connected with the uncertainties that humanity is living at the present time.”. The Pope assured all that he remembers them, “especially during the daily celebration of Holy Mass and the recitation of the Rosary. I know well - the Pope said - that the principal service I can render to the Church and to humanity is, precisely, prayer, for in praying I confidently place in the Lord's hands the ministry that he himself has entrusted to me, together with the future of the entire ecclesial and civil communities. ”

Dwelling on the subject of prayer, Benedict XVI said “Those who pray never lose hope, even when they find themselves in a difficult and even humanly hopeless plight. Sacred Scripture teaches us this and Church history bears witness to this”. The Pope spoke of the Saints of our epoch and especially the testimony of two of them, both of whose life's journey was sustained by prayer: Teresa Benedict of the Cross, that is Edith Stein, and Maximilian Maria Kolbe, both martyrs at Auschwitz concentration camp. “Their lives might seem to have been a defeat, but it is precisely in their martyrdom that the brightness of Love which dispels the gloom of selfishness and hatred shines forth.”. Maximilian Kolbe, as the Pontiff underlined, is said to have affirmed at the height of the Nazi persecution: “‘"Hatred is not a creative force: only love alone is"”. “And heroic proof of his love - the Pope added - was the generous offering he made of himself in exchange for a fellow prisoner, an offer that culminated in his death in the starvation bunker on 14 August 1941”. Of Edith Stein instead we have the words which three days before her tragic end, the Saint said to some of her sisters in the convent at Echt: “"I am ready for anything. Jesus is also here in our midst. Thus far I have been able to pray very well and I said with all my heart: "Ave, Crux, spes unica'”. 

Considering the testimony of some survivors, who recall Saint Teresa's serene and calm attitude, the Pontiff affirmed “Prayer was the secret of this Saint, Co-Patroness of Europe, who, "Even after she found the truth in the peace of the contemplative life, she was to live to the full the mystery of the Cross"”. Lastly Benedict cited the past words pronounced by Maximilian Maria Kolbe, as he gave his arm to the man who was to kill him with a lethal injection, ‘Ave Maria!’: “It is moving to note how humble and trusting recourse to Our Lady is always a source of courage and serenity. While we prepare to celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption, which is one of the Marian feasts dearest to the Christian tradition, let us renew our entrustment to she who from Heaven watches over us with motherly love at every moment. In fact, we say this in the familiar prayer of the Hail Mary, asking her to pray for us "now and at the hour of our death”. (Agenzia Fides 13/8/2008)

14 August 2008 – Discourse to a Delegation from Bayerischer Rundfunk

VATICAN – After watching a short documentary film on pilgrimages in Bavaria, the Pope says: “trust in the Mother of the Lord that preserves and guides all people on their journey. ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – After watching a short documentary on pilgrimages in Bavaria, the Pope addressed a Delegation of the Bayerischer Rundfunk and those present, expressing surprise for what he had seen: “This was not merely a film, it was a pilgrimage.”.

Benedict XVI, with regard to the variety of the people who make pilgrimages to Marian Shrines, said “What brought us all together, however, was the fact of our being on the path toward Mary and [the fact] of our trust in the Mother of the Lord that preserves and guides all people on their journey.” The Holy Father continued – We were able to feel the faith of those who witnessed in the simplicity of their thoughts and being and, for this very reason, with the credibility of someone who does not pretend but rather is natural. And through faith we saw Mary herself, the Mother of God; in her God's goodness is reflected.”. Then the Pope thanked the Bavarian Radio Station and said he hoped the film would “may involve many people in the pilgrimage to Our Lady and guide them on the path of faith”. (Agenzia Fides 14/8/2008)

15 August 2008 –Castel Gandolfo parish church Mass on the Feast of the Assumption into heaven of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

VATICAN – In his homily on the Feast of the Assumption the Pope said: “She, from whom God took his flesh and whose soul was pierced by a sword on Calvary, was associated first and uniquely in the mystery of this transformation for which we, also often pierced by the sword of suffering in this world, are all striving”.

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning of August 15, at the parish church of Castel Gandolfo, the Hoily Father Benedict celebrated Mass on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, “It is an opportunity to rise with Mary to the heights of the spirit where one breathes the pure air of supernatural life and contemplates the most authentic beauty, the beauty of holiness.”. 

On the day when the Church recalls this “event that is utterly unique and extraordinary”, Benedict XVI urged people to contemplate Mary, “the first fruit of the new humanity, the creature in whom the mystery of Christ… has already fully taken effect, redeeming her from death and conveying her, body and soul, to the Kingdom of immortal life”. “Today's feast – the Pope continued – impels us to lift our gaze to Heaven; not to a heaven consisting of abstract ideas or even an imaginary heaven created by art, but the Heaven of true reality which is God himself: God is Heaven. He is our destination, the destination and the eternal dwelling place from which we come and for which we are striving.”. 

Then citing words of Saint Germanus, the Holy Father suggested which sentiments should fill the hearts of the faithful on this important feast day: “"You are the One who through your immaculate flesh reunited the Christian people with Christ.… Just as all who thirst hasten to the fountain, so every soul hastens to you, the Fountain of love, and as every man aspires to live, to see the light that never fades, so every Christian longs to enter the light of the Most Blessed Trinity where you already are"”. In the day when “she fell asleep in this world”, Mary “simply followed her Son Jesus for the last time, on his longest and most crucial journey, his passage "from this world to the Father"”. This is the fullness of happiness to which every man and women tends, God: “Is this not basically the paschal dynamism of the human being, of every person who wants to become heavenly, perfectly happy, by virtue of Christ's Resurrection? And might this not be the beginning and anticipation of a movement that involves every human being and the entire cosmos?”. 

In the light of this Benedict XVI recalled that Mary, “She, from whom God took his flesh and whose soul was pierced by a sword on Calvary, was associated first and uniquely in the mystery of this transformation for which we, also often pierced by the sword of suffering in this world, are all striving. ”. “The new Eve – said the Supreme Pontiff  –followed the new Adam in suffering, in the Passion, and so too in definitive joy. Christ is the first fruits but his risen flesh is inseparable from that of his earthly Mother, Mary. In Mary all humanity is involved in the Assumption to God, and together with her all creation, whose groans and sufferings, St Paul tells us, are the birth-pangs of the new humanity. Thus are born the new Heaven and the new earth in which death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more ”. 

Then the Pope urged those present to contemplate this great mystery of love which drove Christ to conquer death, dying for humanity and enabling mankind to enter the kingdom of life. In this kingdom Mary “ And Mary entered after her Son, associated with his Glory, after being associated with his Passion.[…] She entered it with irrepressible force, keeping the way behind her open to us all”. The Holy Father recalled that “It is certainly not reasoning that will make us understand this reality which is so sublime, but rather simple, forthright faith and the silence of prayer that puts us in touch with the Mystery that infinitely exceeds us. Prayer helps us speak with God and hear how the Lord speaks to our heart.”. 

Interceding for the faithful, Benedict XVI asked Our Lady to give her faith to all the chosen people, “that faith which enables us already to live in the dimension between finite and infinite, that faith which also transforms the sentiment of time and the passing of our existence, that faith in which we are profoundly aware that our life is not retracted by the past but attracted towards the future, towards God, where Christ, and behind him Mary, has preceded us.”. “By looking at Mary's Assumption into Heaven– the Pope continued – We understand that our death is not the end but rather the entrance into life that knows no death." (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2008)

17 August 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN – Introducing the Angelus prayer the Holy Father reflects on the universality of the Church, “made up of people of every race and culture”: “From precisely this stems the great responsibility of the ecclesial community which is called to be a hospitable home for all, a sign and instrument of communion for the entire human family. ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On the 20th Sunday of the Year the Holy Father reflected on the Sunday readings, in particular the Prophet Isaiah ‘[…] for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples"’), on the words of St Paul in the second reading and on the Gospel about the woman  that recounts the episode of the Canaanite woman, a foreigner for the Jews, whose wish was granted by Jesus because of her great faith: “The Word of God thus gives us an opportunity to reflect on the universality of the mission of the Church which is made up of people of every race and culture. From precisely this stems the great responsibility of the ecclesial community which is called to be a hospitable home for all, a sign and instrument of communion for the entire human family”. Reflecting on the conversation between Jesus and the Canaanite woman the Pope stressed the importance of awareness of the unity of the whole church community, “in order also to help civil society overcome every possible temptation to give into racism, intolerance and exclusion and to make decisions that respect the dignity of every human being!”. Then Benedict XVI proposed a new prayer intention to the faithful in the light of news of serious road accidents: “We must not resign ourselves to this sad reality! Human life is too precious a good and death or incapacitation by causes which in most cases could have been avoided is most unworthy of man.”

After the Angelus, the Pope turned his attention to the crisis in Georgia: “I feel especially close to the victims of the conflict. As I raise a special prayer of suffrage for the deceased and express heartfelt condolences to the bereaved, I am appealing for the generous relief of the serious hardships of the refugees, especially of women and children, who sometimes lack even the basic necessities for survival.”. “I hope […] – he added – the truce being observed, thanks to the contribution of the European Union, may be consolidated and become a peace that endures, while I invite the International Community to continue offering its support so that through dialogue and common good will a lasting solution may be found.”. Finally, before giving his blessing to all present, the Holy Father expressed his grief for the sudden death of Bishop Wilhelm Egger of Brixen: “I join in the mourning of his relatives and of the whole diocese in which he was appreciated and loved for his hard work and dedication”. Addressing English speaking visitors the Pope said: " I am happy to greet all the English-speaking pilgrims and visitors present for this Sunday Angelus prayer. In today’s Gospel Jesus invites us, after the example of the Canaanite woman, to profess our faith and our complete trust in God. He alone, through the power of his Word and his Holy Spirit, can touch our hearts and save us. May your stay in Castel Gandolfo and Rome draw you nearer to Christ, and may God bless you all! I wish you all a good Sunday and a good week. Thank you for your presence and your faith. (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2008)

20 August 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN – The Pope's general audience: “Moreover, a Saint who possesses extraordinary charisma is not necessarily a great Saint. Indeed, there are a great many whose names are known only to God, because on earth they led an apparently perfectly normal life And precisely these "normal" saints are those habitually desired by God.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – During the morning of 20 August, the Pope met several hundred visitors gathered for his general audience at his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. In his teaching he recalled that each day the Church commemorates saints and blessed to "invoke and imitate" dwelling on the saints of that week in August. Citing briefly Saint John Eudes and his “tender devotion”, Benedict XVI then spoke of Saint Bernard of Chiaravalle whom “ Pope Pius VIII called ‘mellifluous doctor’, because he excelled  ‘in distilling the hidden sense from biblical text”. He “understood the essential role of the Church, presenting her as a perfect model of monastic life and every other form of Christian life ”. The Pope then mentioned Saint Pius X who lived in a travailed period of history. The Pope said “Of him John Paul II affirmed: ‘He struggled and suffered for the freedom of the Church and for this freedom he showed that he was ready to sacrifice privileges and honours and face misunderstanding and derision, because he valued this freedom as the ultimate guarantee for the integrity and the consistency of the faith’”. 

Then, after mentioning the feast of Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Heaven, instituted by Pope Pius XII in 1955, the Pope called attention to Saint Rosa of Lima, the first person to be canonised on the continent of Latin America of which she is the principal patron: “Saint Rosa used to say: ‘"If human beings knew what it is to live in grace, no suffering would frighten them and they would gladly suffer any hardship, for grace is the fruit of patience”. 

In the light of these important testimonies, Pope Benedict XVI said that “day after day the Church offers us the possibility of walking in the company of Saints. Hans Urs von Balthasar wrote that the Saints constitute the most important message of the Gospel, its actualisation in daily life, and therefore represent for us a real means of access to Jesus”. “How important and useful, therefore, is the commitment to cultivate knowledge of and devotion to the Saints, alongside daily meditation on the Word of God and filial love for Our Lady!”. 

Reflecting on the lives of the saints, the Holy Father said, “Their human and spiritual experience shows that holiness is not a luxury, it is not a privilege for the few, an impossible goal for an ordinary person; it is actually the common destiny of all men called to be children of God, the universal vocation of all the baptised”. The Pope then explained that not only those with great charisma are saints but also all those solo “whose names are known to God alone”. “And precisely these "normal" saints - the Pope added - are those habitually desired by God. Their example testifies that only when we are in touch with the Lord can we be filled with his peace and his joy and be able to spread serenity, hope and optimism everywhere”. The Holy Father concluded his audience with the wish that what happened in the lives of the Saints may happen in the life of every person: “Let us therefore permit ourselves to be attracted by the supernatural fascination of holiness! May Mary, Queen of all Saints, Mother and Refuge of sinners, obtain this grace for us!” (Agenzia Fides 20/8/2008)

21 August 2008 – Telegramme of condolence for the victims of Spanish air disaster in Madrid

VATICAN – The Pope's grief for the air disaster in Madrid

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Being informed of the air disaster in Spain which happened in the afternoon of 20 August at Madrid airport  The Holy Father sent a telegramme of condolence to Cardinal Antonio María Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid and president of the Spanish Bishops' Conference. Expressing his deep grief,  Benedict XVI asked the Cardinal to assure the families of the victims, of his “spiritual close, deep concern and desire for a quick recovery of those injured in the accident”. The Pope also assured all his personal blessing: “At this time of suffering, I gladly impart the apostolic blessing, as a sign of consolation and hope in the Risen Lord”. (Agenzia Fides 21/8/2008)

21 August 2008 – Letter of condolence for the sudden death of Bishop Wilhelm Egger of Bozen-Brixen 

VATICAN – The Holy Father expresses his condolences on the occasion of the funeral of Bishop Wilhelm Emil Egger, Bishop of Bozen-Brixen, a shepherd “as learned as he was amiable and devout” and a “dear friend”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the funeral of Bishop Wilhelm Emil Egger, Bishop of Bozen-Brixen, who died suddenly on the 16 August, the Holy Father sent a letter of condolence to the dioceses expressing his deep surprise and grief for the Bishop's “sudden passing”. Joining the diocesan community in prayer, the Pope said that the whole Church had lost a shepherd “ as learned as he was amiable and devout, tireless in his efforts to bring to people the Good News of Christ, entrusted to him in his ordination as Bishop ”. 

“For me personally – the Pope confided – the death of Bishop Egger, who was a dear friend … is a painful loss”. Recalling the various meetings during his Summer period of rest in Brixen, and not only, Benedict mentioned the deceased Bishop's deep relationship with Holy Scripture, “which pervaded and moulded his whole life”. The Holy Father recalled Bishop Egger's love for the Eucharist: the celebration of the Eucharist, was in fact, “the constitutive central moment of his spiritual life”, so much so that “with a profound pastoral sense he gave great attention to the Sunday Mass with the faithful of the diocese ”. “Love for the word of God and the sanctification of the Lord's Day– the Pope said – now represent Bishop Egger's special legacy to be preserved by every individual member of the faithful and every parish community, so that the encounter with the God of love of Revelation may be the centre of their lives. A fundamental relationship with God, which must always be also a fraternal relationship with others, is an essential part of life”.

The Pope said the example of this “generous man of the Church” is a call  “to open to God's Love and respond to it with consistent commitment to live authentic ‘loving discipleship”. The Pope then imparted the 'comfort' of the apostolic blessing to “all who commemorate the deceased Bishop in prayer and in the sacrifice of the Mass”. (Agenzia Fides 21/8/2008)

24 August 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI recalls the ministry of Peter and his Successors, “to serve this unity of the one Church”: “his indispensable ministry is to ensure that she is never identified with a single nation, with a single culture, but is the Church of all peoples - to make present among men and women, scarred by innumerable divisions and conflicts, God's peace and the renewing power of his love”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – In the courtyard of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Holy Father introduced the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 24 August, dwelling on the readings which narrate how Jesus asked his disciples : “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”, and then to the Twelve: “Who do you say that I am?”. Benedicy XVI said " Peter spoke enthusiastically and authoritatively on behalf of them all: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". A solemn profession of faith which the Church since then has continued to repeat. Today too, we long to proclaim with an innermost conviction: "Yes, Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of the living God!". Let us do so in the awareness that Christ is the true "treasure" for whom it is worth sacrificing everything; he is the friend who never abandons us for he knows the most intimate expectations of our hearts. Jesus is the "Son of the living God", the promised Messiah who came down to earth to offer humanity salvation and to satisfy the thirst for life and love that dwells in every human being. What an advantage humanity would have in welcoming this proclamation which brings with it joy and peace!”

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". Jesus answers Peter's inspired profession of faith: "You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven". 

The Pope then reflected on the mission of Peter and his Successors: “is precisely to serve this unity of the one Church of God formed of Jews and pagans of all peoples; his indispensable ministry is to ensure that she is never identified with a single nation, with a single culture, but is the Church of all peoples… to make present among men and women, scarred by innumerable divisions and conflicts, God's peace and the renewing power of his love. This, then, is the special mission of the Pope, Bishop of Rome and Successor of Peter.”. 

After highlighting the vast responsibility the Lord's has entrusted to him the Pope said: “I therefore ask you, dear brothers and sisters, to support me with your prayers so that, faithful to Christ, we may proclaim and bear witness together to his presence in our time”. 

After the Angelus prayer the Holy Father mentioned the international situation: “Recent events have undermined many people's trust that such experiences had been definitively consigned to the past. But we must not give in to pessimism! Rather, let us actively reject the temptation to tackle new situations with old methods. Violence must be rejected!”. The Pope concluded indicating which paths to follow: “The moral force of law, fair and transparent negotiations to settle controversies, starting with those linked to the relationship between the territorial integrity and self-determination of peoples, fidelity to one's given word, a search for the common good!” (Agenzia Fides 24/8/2008)

24 August 2008 – Concert in honour of the Holy Father

VATICAN – Following a concert given in his honour the Holy Father affirms: “When Schubert introduces a poetical text into his universe of sound, he interprets it through a melodic weave that penetrates the soul with sweetness, bringing listeners too to feel the same anguishing lament as the musician, the same reminder of those truths of the heart that go beyond all reasoning”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On 24 August the Pope assisted at a special concert given in his honour at his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo. After listening to 24 ‘Lieder della Winterreise’ by Franz Schubert, for violoncello and pianoforte, Pope Benedict XVI thanked the musicians for stirring “profound spiritual emotion”. He expressed his gratitude and admiration to “ Miss Yvonne Timoianu and Mr Christoph Cornaro, who played violoncello and pianoforte respectively with commendable talent”. “This concert – the Pope said–has given us the opportunity to see the felicitous pairing of Wilhelm Müller's poetry with Franz Schubert's music in a melodic genre that was dear to him. In fact Schubert left us more than 600 lieder… When Schubert introduces a poetical text into his universe of sound, he interprets it through a melodic weave that penetrates the soul with sweetness, bringing listeners too to feel the same anguishing lament as the musician, the same reminder of those truths of the heart that go beyond all reasoning. Thus a fresco comes into being that speaks of ordinary daily life, of nostalgia, of introspection, of the future.”. 

Speaking of the young Schubert, “spontaneous and exuberant”, Benedict XVI said The recognition universally attributed to this distinguished musical genius who honours the European civilisation and the great culture and spirituality of Christian and Catholic Austria is therefore well deserved”. The Pope concluded: “ Inwardly comforted by this evening's splendid musical experience, let us renew our thanks to those who sponsored it and who performed it magnificently. I therefore offer my cordial greeting to everyone who is present here and impart my Blessing to you all with affection.”. (Agenzia Fides 24/8/2008)

24 August 2008 – Message for the 29th Meeting for Friendship among Peoples 

VATICAN – Papal Letter to the Meeting in Rimini: “ This is the protagonism that the title of this year's Rimini Meeting seeks to propose anew. The protagonist of one's own existence is someone who gives his life to God, who calls him to cooperate in the universal project of salvation”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On behalf of Pope Benedict XVI the Cardinal secretary of state Tarcisio Bertone, sent a message to the organisers and participants at the 29th ‘Meeting per l’amicizia fra i popoli’. The Letter was read out at the beginning of the opening Mass celebrated by Bishop Francesco Lambiasi, of the diocese of Rimini. With regard to the Meeting's “challenging ” theme– ‘Either Protagonists or Nobodies?’ – the Cardinal recalled that the organisers intended: “to encourage reflection on the concept of the person’”. “The alternative to being a protagonist – he added – seems often to be a life without meaning, the grey anonymity of so many ‘nobodies’ lost in the folds of an inform masse, incapable of emerging with their own face deserving of attention ”. 

The alternative offered by the Meeting was explained by the Cardinal in this way: “What gives a face to man, what makes him unmistakable, assuring him a life of dignity?” Observing society today in which the media “are a powerful sound box”, he underlined the widespread conviction that “notoriety is an essential component of self-realisation. To emerge from anonymity, to succeed in imposing oneself on public opinion with any means and pretext, seems to be the goal of many”. 

In the light of this prevailing conviction, the Secretary of State denounced the appearance of “professions and careers idealised precisely because they offer a stage on which to […]‘appear’, to feel one is someone”. Cardinal Bertone pointed out however that also man today is “crushed by the dynamics of worldly success”, he ultimately seeks life in fullness: “Contemporary men and women, like all people down the ages, strive for their own happiness and pursue it wherever they think they can find it. Here then is the real question the word "protagonism" conceals, which this year's Meeting proposes for our reflection: in what does happiness consist? What can truly help people to achieve it? "

Then mentioning the Year of St Paul, called by the Holy Father, the Cardinal said Paul is a “‘champion’ of Christianity of all times […]after ferociously persecuting the early Church, he converted when the Lord's call "broke through" to him. From that moment he served the cause of the Gospel with total dedication, tirelessly travelling the then known world and helping to lay the foundations of what was to become the European culture, enlightened by Christianity”. “ In his writings– he added – Paul never ceases to present Christ as an authentic source of respect among men, of peace among nations, of justice in coexistence”, however not lacking are tribulations and hostility and “ difficulties to face rather than consolations and joys to enjoy”. This, as the Cardinal affirmed, is the “paradox of Christian life as such”: “ to Christians what does "succeeding" mean?”. 

The answer to this question is taken from the teaching of Benedict XVI, “ man was made for the eternal fulfilment of his life” and “ The fulfilment of the human being is knowledge of God, by whom every person was created and for whom he strives with every fibre of his being.”. Therefore, Cardinal Bertone, concluded “ The protagonist of one's own existence is someone who gives his life to God, who calls him to cooperate in the universal project of salvation. […]Christ alone can reveal to man his true dignity and communicate to him the authentic meaning of his life. When a believer follows him docilely, he can leave a lasting trace in history. It is the trace of Love, of which he becomes a witness precisely because he has been grasped by Love”. “Dio – he continued – God uses us in accordance with his plan of love according to the ways that he chooses and he asks us to support the action of his Spirit; he wants us to be his collaborators for the realisation of his Kingdom. He says to each one: "Come, follow me" (Lk 18: 22), and only by following him does man experience the true exaltation of his being.”. Urging all to follow the example of the saints, “ true protagonists of history, people who are totally fulfilled, living examples of hope and witnesses of a love that fears nothing, not even death”, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone assured the Pope's prayers for a fruitful Meeting, invoking a special Blessing upon all the participants. (Agenzia Fides 24/8/2008)

27 August 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN – At the end of catechesis on the biographical profiles of the Apostle of the nations, Benedict XVI affirms: “ We see a commitment that can only be explained by a soul truly fascinated by the light of the Gospel, in love with Christ, a soul sustained by profound conviction; it is necessary to bring Christ's light to the world, to proclaim the Gospel to all”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Continuing his reflection on the Apostle of the nations, started in early July, the Holy Father proposed a brief biography of St Paul during the general audience on Wednesday 27 August in the Paul VI Hall in the Vatican. Defining the chronological span of his life, the Pope said: “We find Paul's biographical details respectively in the Letter to Philemon, in which he says he is "an old man" (Phlm 9: presbytes) and in the Acts of the Apostles in which, at the time of the stoning of Stephen, he is described as "a young man" (7: 58: neanías)… according to ancient calculations, a man of about 30 was described as "young" whereas he would be called "old" by the time he had reached the age of about 60. The date of Paul's birth depends largely on the dating of the Letter to Philemon. He is traditionally supposed to have written it during his imprisonment in Rome in the mid-60s. Paul would have been born in approximately the year 8. He would therefore have been about 30 at the time of the stoning of Stephen…  we are celebrating the Pauline Year in accordance with precisely this chronology. The year 2008 was chosen with a date of birth of about the year 8 in mind”. 

The Holy Father then dwelt on Paul's origin: “Paul was born in Tarsus, Cilicia … capital of the region ... A Jew from the Diaspora, he spoke Greek although his name was of Latin origin. Moreover, it derived by assonance from the original Jewish Saul/Saulos, and he was a Roman citizen (cf. Acts 22: 25-28). Paul thus appears to be at the intersection between three different cultures - Roman, Greek and Jewish - and perhaps partly because of this was disposed for fruitful universalistic openness, for a mediation between cultures, for true universality. He also learned a manual trade, perhaps from his father, that of "tentmaker" (Acts 18: 3: skenopoios). This should probably be understood as a worker of uncarded goat wool or linen fibres who made them into mats or tents (cf. Acts 20: 33-35). At about the age of 12 to 13, the age in which a Jewish boy becomes a bar mitzvah ("son of the commandment"), Paul left Tarsus and moved to Jerusalem to be educated at the feet of Rabbi Gamaliel the Elder, a nephew of the great Rabbi Hillel, in accordance with the strictest Pharisaic norms and acquiring great zeal for the Mosaic Torah (cf. Gal 1: 14; Phil 3: 5-6; Acts 22: 3; 23: 6; 26: 5)”. 

This “profound Orthodoxy”, in which “he saw the new movement that referred to Jesus of Nazareth as a risk, a threat to the Jewish identity, to the true Orthodoxy of the fathers”, explains why “he proudly ‘persecuted the Church of God”. Having introduced the event in Damascus, which will be the subject of his next catechesis, the Holy Father affirmed: “It is certain that from this time Paul's life changed and he became a tireless apostle of the Gospel. Indeed, Paul passed into history for what he did as a Christian, indeed as an Apostle, rather than as a Pharisee”. Turning his attention to all three journeys, “to which can be added a fourth, his voyage to Rome as a prisoner”, in which St Paul's missionary activity was articulated, the Holy Father distinguished the first from the others: “In fact, Paul was not directly responsible for the first (cf. Acts 13-14), which was instead entrusted to the Cypriot, Barnabas. They sailed together from Antioch on the Orontes River, sent out by that Church (cf. Acts 13: 1-3) and having sailed from the port of Seleucia on the Syrian coast, crossed the island of Cyprus from Salamis to Paphos; from here they reached the southern coasts of Anatolia, today Turkey, and passed through the cities of Attalia, Perga in Pamphylia, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, from which they returned to their starting point. Thus was born the Church of the people, the Church of the Gentiles”. 

Continuing his reflection on the journeys of Saint Paul, the Pope recalled that for his second journey, Paul separated from Barnaba and chose Sila. “Having gone beyond Syria and Cilicia, he saw once again the city of Lystra where he was joined by Timothy (a very important figure in the nascent Church, the son of a Jewish woman and a pagan), whom he had circumcised; he crossed Central Anatolia and reached the city of Troas on the northern coast of the Aegean Sea. And here another important event happened: in a dream he saw a Macedonian

 … who was saying, ‘Com and help us!’. It was the Europe of the future that was asking for the light and help of the Gospel”. The Holy Father then traced the mission in Europe: St Paul landed in Neapolis,  arrived in Philippi, went on to Thessalonica, and reached Athens, where he gave his discourse on the Areopagus, “ the model of how to translate the Gospel into Greek culture”. From Athens Paul arrives in Corinth, where he had to appear in front of the Governor of the senatorial province of Acaia, the Proconsul Gallio, on charges of unlawful worship. From Corinth he went to Palestine reaching Cesarea Marittima, from where he sailed for Jerusalem on his return journey to Antioch on the Orontes. 

Benedict XVI then illustrated Paul's third missionary journey “which again started at Antioch”, “ which had become the original core of the Church of the Gentiles, of the mission to the Gentiles” and “ and was also the place where the term "Christian" was coined, as St Luke tells us. “ From Antioch Paul started out for Ephesus, the capital of the Province of Asia where he stayed two years… It was from Ephesus that Paul wrote the Letters to the Thessalonians and the Corinthians. The population of the town, however, was set against him by the local silversmiths, who saw their income diminishing with the reduction in the number of those who worshipped Artemis.” 

Paul crossed Macedonia, and went again to Greece, probably to Corinth, where he stayed three months and wrote the famous Letter to the Romans. From here he went to Macedonia, reaching Troas by ship and then arrived in Mileto where he gave an important discourse to the elders of the Church in Ephesus”. On returning to Jerusalem “ he was arrested on the basis of a misunderstanding… He was spared the inevitable death sentence by the intervention of the Roman tribune on guard in the Temple area… After a spell in prison (the duration of which is debated), and since Paul as a Roman citizen was an appellee of Caesar (at that time Nero), the subsequent Procurator, Porcius Festus, sent him to Rome under military escort… In Rome he met the delegates of the Jewish community, whom he told that it was for "the hope of Israel" that he was in chains”. Luke's account ends with the mention of two years spent in Rome under mild military surveillance. Luke mentions neither a sentence of Caesar (Nero) nor, even less, the death of the accused. Later traditions speak of his liberation which would have been propitious for either a missionary journey to Spain or a subsequent episode in the East, and specifically in Crete, Ephesus and Nicopolis in Epirus. Still on a hypothetical basis, another arrest is conjectured and a second imprisonment in Rome (where he is supposed to have written the three so-called Pastoral Letters, that is, the two to Timothy and the Letter to Titus), with a second trial that would have proven unfavourable to him. Yet a series of reasons induce many scholars of St Paul to end his biography with Luke's narrative in the Acts”. Concluding Benedict XVI affirmed: “ This seems to me to be what remains for us from this brief review of St Paul's journeys: to see his passion for the Gospel and thereby grasp the greatness, the beauty, indeed the deep need of the Gospel for all of us. Let us pray the Lord who caused St Paul to see his light [...] that we may also see his light, so that our hearts too may be moved by his Word and thus that we too may give the light of the Gospel and the truth of Christ to today's world which thirsts for it". (Agenzia Fides 27/8/2008)

31 August 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus Benedict XVI says “in order to bring the work of salvation fully to completion, the Redeemer continues to associate to himself and his mission men and women who are prepared to take up their cross and follow him” and calls attention to the migratory emergency 

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - In his reflection before leading the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 31 August from the balcony of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI dwelt on the Sunday liturgical readings which spoke of St Peter the Apostle. “When Jesus begins to speak openly of the fate that awaits him in Jerusalem, in other words that he will have to suffer many things and be killed in order subsequently to be raised, Peter protests” the Pope said, highlighting that Peter, “in accordance with a human logic, is convinced that God would never permit his Son to end his mission by dying on the Cross. Jesus, on the contrary, knows that in his immense love for mankind the Father sent him to give his life for them and that if this should involve the Passion and the Cross, it is right that it should happen in this manner.”. 

Then Benedict XVI explained: "If, to save us, the Son of God had to suffer and die on the Cross, it was certainly not by a cruel design of the heavenly Father. The reason is the gravity of the illness from which he came to heal us: it was such a serious, mortal disease that it required all his Blood. Indeed, it was with his death and Resurrection that Jesus defeated sin and death and re-established God's lordship”. Nevertheless it should be remembered that “ Evil exists and resists in every generation, as we know, in our day too” the Holy Father warned recalling the "horrors of war, violence to the innocent, the wretchedness and injustice unleashed against the weak ” and he encouraged those present “ to respond to so much wickedness except with the unarmed and disarming power of love that conquers hatred and of life that has no fear of death ”, following the example of Jesus.

Yet the battle is not over. Evil exists and resists in every generation, as we know, in our day too. What are the horrors of war, violence to the innocent, the wretchedness and injustice unleashed against the weak other than the opposition of evil to the Kingdom of God? And how is it possible to respond to so much wickedness except with the unarmed and disarming power of love that conquers hatred and of life that has no fear of death? It is the same mysterious power that Jesus used, at the cost of being misunderstood and abandoned by many of his own." 

“ Dear brothers and sisters– the Pontiff continued -, in order to bring the work of salvation fully to completion, the Redeemer continues to associate to himself and his mission men and women who are prepared to take up their cross and follow him. Consequently, just as for Christ carrying the cross was not an option but a mission to be embraced for love, so it is for Christians too”. 

Following the Marian prayer, the Holy Father reflected once again on the phenomenon of migration which in recent times has become an emergency: “In recent weeks the news has recorded an increase in episodes of illegal immigration from Africa. Crossing the Mediterranean to the continent of Europe, seen as a landing place of hope in order to escape adverse and frequently unbearable situations, often becomes a tragedy; the tragedy that occurred a few days ago seems to have been worse than the previous ones because of the large number of victims. Migration is a phenomenon that has existed since the dawn of human history and has, therefore, always characterised relations between peoples and nations. The emergency which it has become in our day, however, challenges us and while it calls for our solidarity at the same time demands effective political responses. I know that many regional, national and international organisations are concerned with the matter of illegal migration and I applaud and encourage them so that they may continue their praiseworthy action with a sense of responsibility in a humanitarian spirit. The countries of origin must also show a sense of responsibility, not only because it is their citizens who are concerned but also to remove the causes of illegal migration, as well as to eliminate at the root all the forms of crime connected with it. For their part, the European countries and all those that are immigration destinations are called, among other things, in common accord, to develop increasingly adequate initiatives and structures to meet the needs of illegal migrants. Moreover the latter should also be made aware of the value of their own life, which is a unique good, always precious, and must be protected from the grave risks to which they are exposed in the search to improve their condition. They should also be made aware of the duty of legality which is obligatory for everyone. As a Father, I feel a profound duty to call everyone's attention to the problem and to ask for the generous collaboration of individuals and institutions in order to face it and find ways to solve it. May the Lord accompany us and make our efforts fruitful!"

Greeting Spanish speaking visitors, Benedict XVI mentioned in particular the bishops and faithful of "the beloved nation of Cuba" who have started a solemn three years period of preparation for the 400th anniversary of the finding of the mislaid image of Nuestra Señora de la Caridad de Cobre. Assuring his closeness in prayer, so that, following the example of Mary, the faith of the sons and daughters of the Catholic Church in Cuba may be rich in works of mercy and love, the Pope urged them to welcome the Word of God every day in their hearts, to meditate on it and put it into practice so that “like true children of God the Father, faithful disciples of Christ with the power of the Holy Spirit, they may be missionaries of the Gospel in every circumstance of life come ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2008)

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Assumption 

“ The new Eve followed the new Adam in suffering, in the Passion, and so too in definitive joy. Christ is the first fruits but his risen flesh is inseparable from that of his earthly Mother, Mary. In Mary all humanity is involved in the Assumption to God, and together with her all creation, whose groans and sufferings,[…]are the birth-pangs of the new humanity ”. (Homily at Mass on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 15 August 2008).

beauty

“I believe that in a certain way this is proof of the truth of Christianity: heart and reason encounter one another, beauty and truth converge, and the more that we ourselves succeed in living in the beauty of truth, the more that faith will be able to return to being creative in our time too, and to express itself in a convincing form of art.” (6 August 2008 - Meeting with the clergy of –Bozen-Brixen, in the cathedral of Brixen). 
Creation

“Chapter 8 of the Letter to the Romans also fits into this context. It says that the whole of Creation has been groaning in travail because of the bondage to which it has been subjected, awaiting the revelation of God's sons: it will feel liberated when creatures, men and women who are children of God, treat it according to God's perspective.” (6 August 2008 - Meeting with the clergy of –Bozen-Brixen, in the cathedral of Brixen).
The Cross

“If, to save us, the Son of God had to suffer and die on the Cross, it was certainly not by a cruel design of the heavenly Father. The reason is the gravity of the illness from which he came to heal us: it was such a serious, mortal disease that it required all his Blood.” (Angelus 31 August 2008 ).

Mary

“ Mary is indeed the first fruit of the new humanity, the creature in whom the mystery of Christ - his Incarnation, death, Resurrection and Ascension into Heaven - has already fully taken effect, redeeming her from death and conveying her, body and soul, to the Kingdom of immortal life.” (Homily at Mass on the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 15 August 2008 7).

martyrdom

“Their lives might seem to have been a defeat, but it is precisely in their martyrdom that the brightness of Love which dispels the gloom of selfishness and hatred shines forth.”. (General Audience 13 August 2008 ).

protagonism

“The task of humanity is to know God, who created every human person and to whom every person tends with every fibre of his being. To achieve this, neither fame nor success in front of the crowds are necessary. […] Protagonist is the one who gives his life to God,  because God calls us to cooperate with his plan for universal salvation”. ((Message for the 29th Meeting per l’amicizia tra i popoli, 24 August 2008).

holiness 

“Their human and spiritual experience shows that holiness is not a luxury, it is not a privilege for the few, an impossible goal for an ordinary person; it is actually the common destiny of all men called to be children of God, the universal vocation of all the baptised.”. (General audience 20 August 2008 ).

suffering

“wrote in my Encyclical Spe Salvi that the ability to accept suffering and those who suffer is the measure of the humanity one possesses.” (6 August 2008 - Meeting with the clergy of –Bozen-Brixen, in the cathedral of Brixen).

witness

“ no one can give what he does not personally possess; in other words we cannot pass on the Holy Spirit effectively or make him perceptible to others unless we ourselves are close to him. This is why I think that the most important thing is that we ourselves remain, so to speak, within the radius of the Holy Spirit's breath, in contact with him” (6 August 2008 - Meeting with the clergy of –Bozen-Brixen, in the cathedral of Brixen ).

vocation

“God makes use of us according to his plan of love, according to the modalities he establishes and he asks us to support the working of his Spirit; he wants us to be his collaborators to achieve his Kingdom. To each one of us he says: ‘come follow me', and only by following Jesus does man experience the exaltation of self ”. (Message for the 29th  Meeting per l’amicizia tra i popoli, 24 August 2008).
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