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FIDES News Service – 30 September 2009

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE 

Instrumentum mensis Septembris

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI

pro Evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus V – Numerus IX, September A.D. MMIX

The Holy Father Benedict XVI in the month of September continued to reside in his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, from where, on Sunday 6th  he made a pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio. On Saturday the 12th , in St Peter's Basilica, the Holy Father presided Holy Mass with the ordination of five new Bishops. On the 19th in Castel Gandolfo, Benedict XVI had a meeting with the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churches and announced a Special Synod for the Middle East. From 26th to 28th, the Supreme Pontiff made an Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic.

Special audiences granted by the Holy Father in this period included two groups of Bishops from Brazil on ad limina visit, the sponsors of the Holy See Pavilion last year at Expo 2008  in Zaragoza, Spain, participants at a Meeting for recently appointed Bishops.

Papal Messages were addressed as follows: September 3 to the 11th Inter-Christian Symposium; September 22nd  to the UN Summit on Climate Changes; September 29 to participants in the International Retreat for Priests held in Ars, France, on the theme "The joy of being a priest: consecrated for the salvation of the world".

After the Angelus prayer on Sunday 20, the Holy Father expressed his grief for the death of six Italian soldiers killed in Afghanistan, assuring the bereaved families of his closeness and prayers.
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 September 2009 – General Audience

3 September 2009 – Viewing of the film Saint Augustine

3 September 2009 – Message to  the 11th Inter-Christian Symposium

6 September 2009 – Pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Holy Mass in Faul Valley 

6 September 2009 – Pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Angelus
6 September 2009 – Pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Shrine of Our Lady of the Oak 

6 September 2009 – Pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Meeting with the local civic community

7 September 2009 – Audience with first group of Bishops of Brazil on ad limina visit 

9 September 2009 – General Audience

10 September 2009 – Audience with sponsors of Holy See Pavilion last year at Expo 2008 Zaragoza 

12 September 2009 – Holy Mass with Ordinations of Bishops

13 September 2009 – Angelus

14 September 2009 – Publication of homily delivered on 30 August during Mass with former pupils 

16 September 2009 – General Audience

17 September 2009 – Message of condolence for victims of violence in Afghanistan

17 September 2009 – Audience with 2 groups of Bishops of Brazil on ad limina visit 

19 September 2009 – Meeting with Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of Eastern Catholic Churches 

20 September 2009 – Angelus 

21 September 2009 – Audience with participants at Meeting for recently appointed Bishops 

21 September 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for the victims of terrorist attack in Kabul

22 September 2009 – Video–message to UN Summit on Climate Changes

23 September 2009 – General Audience
26 September 2009 –Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic– Welcome ceremony 

26 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – at the Church of Our Lady Victorious 
26 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey in the Czech Republic – Meeting with President, authorities and diplomats 

26 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Vespers in Saint Vitus' Cathedral 

27 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Holy Mass at Brno 


27 September – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Meeting with Catholic and state cultural institutions 

28 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Holy Mass at Melnik

28 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Meeting with young pilgrims 

28 September 2009 – Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic – Farewell ceremony

29 September 2009 – Video Message to International Retreat for Priests 

30 September 2009 – General Audience
VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of the Priesthood 

Religious consecration

Ecumenism

Eucharist

Infancy

Freedom 

Mission 

Mission

Wisdom 

Present day challenges

Theologal virtues

· QUAESTIONES

Year of the Priesthood – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - Year for Priests: Archdiocese of San Jose celebrates a “Week of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests”
Year of the Priesthood – AMERICA/PERU - Letter from the Archbishop of Lima to the clergy for the Year for Priests: “To live our vocation with the joy that comes from knowing we are Sons of God in Christ...”
Year of the Priesthood – ASIA/CHINA - Diocese of Ning Xia celebrates Congress of Year for Priests with their 98-year-old Bishop
Year of the Priesthood – EUROPE/POLAND - “Faithful to Mary and Her Son Jesus”: Marian Procession in the Archdiocese of Czestochowa at the Shrine of Jasna Gora, in honor of the Year for Priests
Year of the Priesthood – EUROPE/SPAIN - Priests and catechists of Granada meet to reflect on “Vocation and Catechesis,” in this Year for Priests
Human Rights –, AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Cardinal Bergoglio on the anniversary of the International Convention on the Rights of Immigrant Workers: “It's worth fighting for an end to slavery.”
Human Rights – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - Church opposes bill for “a secular state: A democracy without values...easily becomes a dictatorship and ends up betraying its own people.”
Human Rights – ASIA/INDONESIA - Law on stoning for adultery approved: Church and human rights organizations show concern
Human Rights – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Petition to abolish the “Law on Blasphemy”
Family – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Archbishop of Rosario: “Placing de facto unions on par with marriage implies downplaying the values of marriage and the family
Family – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - President of Bishops' Conference on the bill for homosexual unions: the Church sees the family as “a value of utmost importance, to be defended from anything that could threaten its unity or existence”
Youth – ASIA/CHINA - Catholic youth association begins in rural part of the Diocese of Jin Zhong, to encourage youth to be “salt of the earth and light of the world”
Migration – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - National Day of the Migrant: “Migrants, Building Unity Among Peoples and Cultures” - “The immigrant should not be seen as a threat, but rather as enrichment.”
Migration – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Migrant Week 2009: “Establishing dignity in cultural diversity”: “offering a testimony of fraternal charity at the service of our brother immigrants and refugees”
Migration – ASIA/THAILAND - “No to the closing of Catholic schools and centers for immigrant children,” civil society says
Migration - EUROPE/ITALY - Archbishop Marchetto: “Where the stranger becomes a guest and is welcomed, the possibility of seeing others as enemies disappears.”
Mission – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - “We cannot be afraid of being Catholics and Christians”: Permanent Mission launched in the Prelature of Corocoro
Mission – ASIA/INDIA - Preparations continue for Indian Missionary Congress with hymn and new website
Mission – EUROPE/ITALY - “Putting God and the Mission First”: 17th General Chapter of the Combonian Missionaries

Mission - AMERICA/ARGENTINA - San Martin hosts the II Diocesan Missionary Congress with theme: “Church of San Martin, be a Missionary Disciple: Preach!” marks beginning of Continental Mission in the Diocese
Continental Mission – AMERICA/PERU - Continental Encounter of Pastoral/Social Ministry: “to respond from our existence as Church to the challenges of our modern day, in the context of the Continental Mission
Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - In the month dedicated to the Holy Childhood Association, Argentina celebrates HCA's 160th anniversary
Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - This Sunday marks opening of 16th Week for Peace: “I live for life...do you?” to reach peace through pardon, social justice, solidarity, and reconciliation
Pontifical Mission Societies  – EUROPE/GREAT BRITAIN - President of Bishops' Conference to preside Mass in honor of new name adopted by Pontifical Mission Societies in England and Wales, “Missio”
Pontifical Mission Societies  – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Pontifical Mission Societies contribute to evangelization of the youth through Catholic schools partnership
Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - 4,000 children join in praying Mission Rosary in front of the Eucharist, to celebrate Holy Childhood Day and Year for Priests
Pontifical Mission Societies  – AFRICA/ZAMBIA - Holy Childhood celebrates 10th anniversary in two dioceses of Zambia: Lusaka and Monze
Violence – AFRICA/SUDAN - “We cannot say that the war in Darfur has ended,” says Apostolic Administrator of El Obeid, following declarations made by former commander of international peace-keeping force
Violence – AFRICA/SUDAN - “We cannot say that the war in Darfur has ended,” says Apostolic Administrator of El Obeid, following declarations made by former commander of international peace-keeping force
Violence – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Fr. Ruggero Ruvoletto, Italian Donum Fidei missionary, killed in the rectory of his parish in Manaus
Violence – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Another victim of the law against blasphemy, President of Pakistani Bishops' Conference tells Fides: “We should abolish it; the Prime Minister agrees.”
Vocation – ASIA/CHINA - Religious from various diocesan congregations in China making vows around the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vocation– EUROPE/ITALY - Legionaries of Christ Novitiate in Gozzano celebrates first vows and donning of cassock
SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN -AVE MARIA: Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The heart of a Witness!

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The State is not the owner of life

VATICAN - Cardinal Arinze, one of the three President-Delegates of the Second Synod on Africa: “showing Christ's face through concrete works of solidarity is already in itself a great contribution to evangelization”
VATICAN - Message from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue on the conclusion of Ramadan: “Christians and Muslims: Together in overcoming poverty.”
VATICAN - Cardinal Van Thuan Prize to be awarded to Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg; Van Thuan Solidarity and Development Awards to be presented to Italian missionary association, a project for penitentiaries in Bogota, a center for the blind in Thailand, and educational and social initiatives for inhabitants of difficult neighborhoods in France

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

2 September 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - At the General Audience, the Holy Father speaks on the Abbot of Cluny, Saint Odo: “nourished with incisive action in the monks, as well as in the faithful of his time, the intention to advance with diligent step on the way of Christian perfection”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Once again speaking on the great Writers of the Church from the East and West, who lived in Medieval era, “because, as though in a mirror, in their lives and writings we see what it means to be Christians,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated the General Audience on September 2 to the “luminous figure of Saint Odo, abbot of Cluny.” The audience was held in the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican, where the Pope arrived from his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo, where he returned following the encounter with faithful and pilgrims.

Saint Odo is situated in the monastic Middle Ages that saw in Europe the amazing spread of life and spirituality inspired in St. Benedict's Rule, with the start of numerous monasteries on the continent, which contributed “largely to the spread of the Christian spirit and sensibility.” Saint Odo was the second abbot of the Monastery of Cluny, “which was one of the most illustrious and celebrated.” Born around 880, on the border between Maine and Touraine, in France. Odo was still an adolescent, when one Christmas Eve he sensed how a prayer to the Virgin, “Mother of Mercy,” came spontaneously to his lips. He would later continue using this invocation to address Her. Around that time he began to reflect more profoundly on the Rule of St. Benedict and to observe some of its mandates. He then entered the Benedictine Abbey of Baume, later passing on to that of Cluny, of which he became the Abbot in 927.

“From that center of spiritual life, he was able to exert great influence on other monasteries of the continent. Benefiting from his guidance and reform were also several monasteries in Italy.” Being in Rome in the summer of 942, Odo fell ill and, sensing that his end was near, wished to return to San Martino, to whom his father had consecrated him as a child, in Tours, where he later died on November 18, 942. 

Benedict XVI recalled that: “Underlining Odo's 'virtue of patience,' his biographer gives a long list of his other virtues, such as contempt for the world, zeal for souls, commitment to peace for the Churches. Abbot Odo greatly aspired to concord between the king and princes, the observance of the Commandments, care of the poor, correction of youth, and respect for the elderly...he did not fail to exercise as 'superabundant source' the ministry of the word and of example.” 

Odo's idea of the monastic life was inspired by the disposition of Mary Magdalen who, “seated at the Lord's feet, with an attentive spirit listened to his word.” In his writings there appears “love for the interior life, his idea that the world is a fragile and precarious reality from which one must be uprooted, a constant inclination to detachment from things regarded as sources of unrest, an acute sensitivity to the presence of evil in the different classes of people, a profound eschatological aspiration.” In addition, the Holy Father highlighted the saint's particular “devotion” to the Body and Blood of Christ “that Odo, always cultivated with conviction, in face of widespread neglect which he sharply deplored.”

The Pontiff recalled that “Saint Odo was a real spiritual guide both for monks and for the faithful of his time. In face of the 'vastness of vices' in society, the remedy he proposed with determination was a radical change of life, based on humility, austerity, detachment from ephemeral things and adherence to the eternal. Despite the realism of his time, Odo did not yield to pessimism...the abbot of Cluny loved to reflect on the contemplation of the mercy of Christ, the Savior who...has taken upon himself the scourges that correspond to us -- he observes -- thus to save the creature who is his work and whom he loves.” 

The final characteristic the Pope reflected on, in Saint Odo, was his profound goodness: “He was austere, but above all he was good, a man of great goodness, a goodness that comes from contact with divine goodness. Odo, his contemporaries say, spread all around the joy with which he was filled...the vigorous and, at the same time, amiable Medieval abbot, passionate about reform, nourished with incisive action in the monks, as well as in the faithful of his time, the intention to advance with diligent step on the way of Christian perfection.” Benedict XVI concluded his catechesis, saying: “May his goodness, the joy that comes from faith, united to austerity and opposition to the vices of the world, also touch our heart, so that we too will be able to find the source of joy that springs from the goodness of God.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2009)

3 September 2009 – Comments after viewing the film “Sant’Augustine”

VATICAN - The Holy Father's comments after viewing the film “Saint Augustine”: “We cannot find truth on our own, but Truth, which is a Person, finds us."

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Wednesday, September 2, in the "Sala degli Svizzeri" of the Apostolic Palace at Castel Gandolfo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI attended the screening of an abbreviated version of the film "St. Augustine", an Italian, German, Polish co-production. The film was made by Lux Vide/Rai Fiction, Bayerischer Rundfunk/Tellux Film, Eos Entertainment Rai Trade and Grupa Filmova Baltmedia. It was directed by Christian Duguay. At the end of the screening, the Holy Father pronounced some brief remarks. 

"Dear friends, at the end of this great spiritual journey, which has taken place in the film we just saw, I feel I ought to thank all those who have worked to make this viewing possible. Thank you to Bavarian Television for their great effort – it is a great joy to see that a rather casually made observation made three years ago has become the start of a journey that has led to this great representation of the life of Saint Augustine. Thanks to Lux Vide and thanks to the RAI for this production. I feel this film to be a spiritual journey in a spiritual continent, far distant from us yet at the same time very near because the human drama remains the same. We have seen how, in a context far removed from our own, the reality of human life is represented with all its problems, sadness and failures, just as we have seen how, in the end, Truth is stronger than any obstacle and seeks out man. This is the great hope that remains at the end: we cannot find truth on our own, but Truth, which is a Person, finds us. Seen from the outside, the life of St. Augustine seems to finish tragically as the world for which and in which he lived comes to an end. But as was made clear in this film, his message remains and, even as the world changes, it endures because it comes from Truth and guides us to Charity, which is our shared destination. Thank you to you all. I hope that many, in seeing this human drama, may be found by the Truth and discover Charity.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2009)

3 September 2009 – Message to participants at Inter-Christian Symposium 

VATICAN - The Holy Father Benedict XVI's Message to the 11th Inter-Christian Symposium: “Build together the City of God, where his children can live in peace and in fraternal charity, based on the truth of the common faith.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Hence, to know with historical objectivity and fraternal cordiality the doctrinal and spiritual riches that make up the patrimony of the Christian East and West, is indispensable not only to appreciate them, but also to promote better reciprocal appreciation among all Christians. Therefore, I express cordial wishes that your Symposium is fruitful in that it discovers doctrinal and spiritual convergences that are useful to build together the City of God, where his children can live in peace and in fraternal charity, based on the truth of the common faith.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing participants in the 11th Inter-Christian Symposium, promoted by the Franciscan Institute of Spirituality of the Pontifical University Antonianum and the Orthodox Theology Department of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, which is taking place in Rome September 3-5, in his Message sent to the President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Cardinal Walter Kasper.

Benedict XVI sent “a warm and auspicious greeting to the organizers and participants,” taking delight in this initiative of “fraternal encounter and exchange on the common aspects of spirituality, which is beneficial for a closer relationship between Catholics and Orthodox.” Begun in 1992, the Symposium addresses “important and constructive topics for reciprocal understanding and unity of intention” the Pope recalled, highlighting that this year the Symposium is taking place in Rome, “a city that offers all Christians indelible testimonies of history, archaeology, iconography, hagiography and spirituality, strong stimulus to advance toward full communion and above all, the memory of the Apostles Peter and Paul, Protothroni, and of so many martyrs, ancient witnesses of the faith.” 

Recalling the theme: “St. Augustine in the Western and Eastern Tradition,” Benedict XVI highlighted that it “is most interesting to reflect further on Christian theology and spirituality in the West and in the East, and its development. The Saint of Hippo, a great Father of the Latin Church, is, in fact, of fundamental importance for theology and for the West's very culture, whereas the reception of his thought in Orthodox theology has revealed itself to be rather problematic.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2009)

6 September 2009 – Pastoral Visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Holy Mass in Valle Faul (Viterbo)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Viterbo (1) - “The seasons succeed each other, social contexts change, but the vocation of Christians to live the Gospel in solidarity with the human family does not change or go out of fashion with the passing of time.”

Viterbo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, September 6, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled in helicopter from the Pontifical Villa in Castel Gandolfo to make a pastoral visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio. In Viterbo, after blessing the new bronze doors of the Cathedral, Benedict XVI was welcomed by the Mayor and Bishop on the “Balcony of the Popes.” Later, after a brief visit to the “Conclave Hall” of the Palace, he traveled to the esplanade of Valle Faul, where he presided a Mass (see Fides 31/7/2009).

“In this context, which recalls centuries of civil and religious history, your whole diocesan community is gathered, at least in spirit, with the Successor of Peter to be confirmed by him in fidelity to Christ and his Gospel,” the Pope said in his homily, right before his greeting of the various diocesan communities, and civil and military authorities.

“Every liturgical assembly is the space of the presence of God. Gathered together for the Holy Eucharist, the disciples of the Lord proclaim that he is risen, that he is alive and the giver of life, and they bear witness that his presence is grace, is a task, is joy,” the Pope said. Commenting on the Sunday's readings, the Pope mentioned the Prophet Isaiah (35:4-7). who encouraged “those whose hearts are frightened,” because when the Lord is present, the eyes of the blind are reopened, ears of the deaf hear, the lame 'leap' like a stag. Everything is reborn and everything revives because wholesome waters spring up in the desert.” The Pope explained that the desert, in symbolic language, “can evoke the dramatic events, difficult situations and solitude that often mark life; the most profound desert is the human heart, when it loses the ability to hear, to speak, to communicate with God and with others. One then becomes blind because he is incapable of seeing reality; he closes his ears to not hear the cry of those who implore his help; his heart is hardened in indifference and selfishness.”

This passage is linked to that of the St. Mark's Gospel (7:31-37), in which Jesus heals the deaf mute. “We can see in this 'sign' Jesus' ardent desire to conquer in man the solitude and incommunicability created by egotism, to give a face to a 'new humanity,' a humanity that listens and a humanity of the word, of dialogue, of communication, of communion with God. A 'good' humanity, as all of God's creation is good; a humanity without discrimination, without exclusions -- as the Apostle James admonishes in his Letter (2:1-5) -- so that the world truly be a 'place of genuine brotherhood' for all, in the opening of the common Father who created us and made us his sons and daughters.”

The Pope then recalled the importance of education in the faith, “as search, as Christian initiation, as life in Christ,” which involves the parish, families, groups, and schools - from the primary schools to the University of Tuscia. Among the “models that are always relevant, authentic pioneers in education in the faith from which to draw inspiration,” Pope Benedict named St. Rose Venerini, “a true forerunner of girls' schools in Italy,” and St. Lucia Filippini, who founded the worthy "Maestre Pie." The Pope commented that “one could still happily draw from these spiritual sources to confront, with lucidity and coherence, the current inescapable and pressing 'educational emergency,' a great challenge for every Christian community and for society as a whole.” 

Benedict XVI then mentioned the testimony of faith, which is shown in the charitable service of the Church: “her initiatives, her works are signs of faith in and love of God, who is Love...This is where voluntary service flourishes and must always increase, whether at the personal level or the organized level. In charity this voluntary service has its propulsive and educative organism.” The Holy Father then mentioned the young St. Rose, co-patroness of the diocese, whose feast is celebrated during this time, is a radiant example of faith and generosity toward the poor;” Saint Giacinta Marescotti, who “promoted Eucharistic adoration in the city and gave life to institutions and initiatives to benefit prisoners and the marginalized;” the Capuchin St. Crispin, “who continues to inspire worthy aid groups.” The diocese's many houses of consecrated life and cloistered monasteries that “show us that prayer is the first form of charity.” The Pope mentioned the example of Blessed Gabriella Sagheddu, a Trappist nun: “in the monastery of Vitorchiano, where she is entombed, spiritual ecumenism continues to be proposed, nourished by the incessant prayer, strongly solicited by the Second Vatican Council,” and the Viterban Blessed Domenico Bàrberi, the Passionist priest who, in 1845, welcomed John Henry Newman -- who later became a cardinal -- into the Catholic Church.

The third pastoral point the Pope addressed was attention to the signs of God. In fact, “God continues to reveal his plan to us through 'events and words.' Listening to his word and discerning his signs must be the work of every Christian community.” The Pope recalled that the sign of the living God should be, first of all, the priest, “whom Christ has chosen entirely for himself,” as well as “every consecrated person and all the baptized.” Benedict XVI then exhorted the faithful, youth and families alike, to not be afraid “to live and bear witness to the faith in the various spheres of society, in the multiple situations of human existence!” He then recalled the young Mario Fani of Viterbo, of the “Saint Rose Circle,” who helped start Catholic Action in Italy. “The seasons succeed each other, social contexts change, but the vocation of Christians to live the Gospel in solidarity with the human family does not change or go out of fashion with the passing of time. This is social commitment, this is the service proper to political action, this is integral human development.”

The Pope concluded with an exhortation: “When the heart is frightened in the desert of life, do not be afraid, give yourselves to Christ, the firstborn of the new humanity...Our common Mother is Mary, whom you venerate with the title of 'Madonna della Quercia' (Our Lady of the Oak).” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2009)

6 September 2009 – Pastoral Visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Viterbo (2): “Viterbo has been justly named 'City of Popes,' and for you this constitutes a further stimulus to live and witness to the Christian faith;” greeting to participants in the International Congress “Men and Religions”

Viterbo (Agenzia Fides) – At the close of the Mass celebrated on the esplanade of Valle Faul in Viterbo, on Sunday, September 6, the Holy Father gave a brief address prior to the recitation of the Angelus, recalling the theme chosen for his pastoral visit: “Confirm your brothers” (Lk 22:31). He then mentioned that “these words of Jesus were directed to the Apostle Peter during the Last Supper, entrusting to him the task of being the pastor of his entire Church here on earth” and that for many centuries now, the Diocese of Viterbo “has distinguished itself by a singular bond of affection and communion with the Successor of Peter.”

Benedict XVI then quoted St. Leo the Great, born in ancient Tuscia, Pope Sabinian, born in Blera; and Paul III, born in Canino. In addition, Viterbo was home to the Roman Pontiffs for the entire second half of the 13th Century; five of them were elected there and four of them are buried there; and fifty Popes have visited the city. The Pope continued: “These figures have a historical significance, but I would like to stress their spiritual value above all at this moment. Viterbo has been justly named 'City of Popes,' and for you this constitutes a further stimulus to live and witness to the Christian faith, the same faith that the holy martyrs Valentino and Ilario -- who rest in the cathedral -- gave their lives for. They are the first of a long line of saints, martyrs and blesseds from your land.”

The Pope concluded his address, saying that he had felt the Lord's call to “Confirm your brothers,” addressed today to him “with singular intensity,” and asked for prayers “that I might be able to carry out the mission of the pastors of the entire flock of Christ.” He also assured his constant remembrance in the Lord for the Diocese of Viterbo, “so that its different articulation...will tend more and more to a complete unity and fraternal communion, indispensable conditions for offering the world an efficacious evangelical testimony.”

After the Angelus, the Holy Father addressed the participants in the International Congress “Men and Religions” with these words: “I would now like to address a cordial greeting to the participants in the International Congress 'Men and Religions,' which is convening in Krakow on the theme: 'Faiths and Cultures in Dialogue.' Numerous figures and representatives of the various religions -- invited by the Archdiocese of Krakow and the Community of Sant'Egidio -- are gathered to reflect and pray for peace, 70 years after the outbreak of World War II. We cannot fail to recall the dramatic events that brought on one of the most terrible conflicts in history, that caused tens of millions of deaths and provoked so much suffering among the beloved Polish people; a conflict that saw the tragedy of the Holocaust and the extermination of many other innocent people. May the memory of these events move us to pray for the victims and for those who still carry wounds in their bodies and hearts; may it also be an admonishment to all not to repeat such barbarities and to intensify the efforts to create in our time, marked by conflicts and oppositions, an enduring peace, transmitting above all to the new generations, a culture and a lifestyle shaped by love, solidarity and esteem for the other. In this perspective, what is especially important is the contributions that religions can and must make in promoting forgiveness and reconciliation against violence, racism, totalitarianism and the extremism that disfigure the image of the Creator in man, erase God from the horizon and, consequently, lead to the scorn of man himself. May the Lord help you to build peace beginning from love and from mutual understanding (cf. "Caritas in Veritate," no. 72).” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2009)

6 September 2009 – Pastoral Visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio – Visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Oak

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Viterbo (3) - “You, as contemplative nuns, have a mission to be torches in the Church who, in the silence of your monasteries, burn in prayer and love for God.”

Viterbo (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Sunday, September 6, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with cloistered nuns from the diocese's 12 monasteries, who gathered in the Shrine of the “Madonna della Quercia,” Patroness of the Diocese of Viterbo. In opening his address to them, Benedict XVI said: “ You, as contemplative nuns, have a mission to be torches in the Church who, in the silence of your monasteries, burn in prayer and love for God. I entrust my intentions to you, the intentions of the pastor of this diocese and the needs of those who live in this land. In this Year for Priests, I entrust to you above all priests, seminarians and vocations. With your prayerful silence be their support 'at a distance' and exercise your spiritual maternity toward them.” After thanking them for their presence, the Pope exhorted the religious to invoke the maternal presence of Mary using a prayer he himself had written.

In the prayer to Our Lady of the Quercia, the Pope invokes Mary, asking her to watch over “the Successor of Peter and the Church entrusted to his care; watch over this diocesan community and her pastors, over Italy, over Europe and the other continents.” He invokes her as the Queen of Peace, asking that she may “obtain the gift of concord and peace for the nations and for the whole of humanity.” Addressing the Mother of Christ, he asks that she may help all her children to “ratify the designs that the Heavenly Father has for everyone, to cooperate in the universal plan of redemption.” Addressing her as Queen of the Family, he asks that she may keep firm the unity of our families, “which are today threatened from every side,” and to especially watch over “those who are divided and in crisis.” To the Mother of the Church, the Pope asks that she may nourish the enthusiasm of the all the members of our diocese and “make firm and decided the will of those the Lord of the harvest continues to call as workers in his vineyard, so that, resisting every worldly enticement and snare, they generously persevere in following the path that they have set out upon.” He asks that the Mother of Humanity turn her gaze upon the men and women of our time, upon peoples and those who govern them, upon nations and continents; console those who weep, who suffer, who struggle because of human injustice, sustain those who waver under the weight of toil and look to the future without hope; encourage those who labor to build a better world. Lastly, addressing the Virgin of Listening, Star of Hope, he says: “we thank you and we renew to you the offer of our life, certain that you will never abandon us, especially in the dark and difficult moments of existence.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2009)

6 September 2009 – Pastoral Visit to Viterbo and Bagnoregio –Piazza Sant’Agostino, Meeting with the people of Bagnoregio

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Bagnoregio (4) - “In this Year for Priests, I would like to invite priests especially to listen to this great doctor of the Church and to reflect more profoundly on his teaching of wisdom rooted in Christ.”

Bagnoregio (Agenzia Fides) – Departing from the Shrine to the Madonna della Quercia, the Holy Father traveled in helicopter to Bagnoregio, where, in the Cathedral of San Nicola, he venerated the relics of the “Sacred Arm” of Saint Bonaventure. Shortly afterwards, in Piazza Sant'Agostino, he held an encounter with the people of Bagnoregio. The Pope later returned to Castel Gandolfo.

In his address, Benedict XVI greeted the religious, civil, and military authorities, and all those present. He then recalled the presentation that Giovanni Fidanza, who later became Friar Bonaventure, makes of himself in the Divine Comedy, highlighting that “ in the important tasks that he had to undertake in the Church, he always postponed attention to temporal realities -- "erroneous endeavors" -- in favor of the spiritual good of souls. Here, in Bagnoreggio, he spent his childhood and adolescence; then he followed St. Francis...He was able to establish a profound and lasting bond with the poor man of Assisi, drawing from him ascetic inspiration and ecclesial genius.”

The Holy Father continued: “It is not easy to summarize the extensive philosophical, theological and mystical doctrine that St. Bonaventure left us. In this Year for Priests, I would like to invite priests especially to listen to this great doctor of the Church and to reflect more profoundly on his teaching of wisdom rooted in Christ. He directs every step of his speculation and mystical tension to wisdom that flowers in holiness...On remembering this profound researcher and lover of wisdom, I would also like to express my encouragement and appreciation for the service that theologians are called to give, in the ecclesial community, of that faith that seeks understanding, that faith which is a 'friend of intelligence' and which becomes a new life according to God's plan.”

Reflecting on the doctrinal and mystical patrimony left behind by Saint Bonaventure, Benedict XVI recalled that “he was, in the first place, a tireless seeker of God, from the time of his studies in Paris until his death.” In his writings, he indicates the path to be taken, which is “a committed path of faith,” that “involves the whole person striving, through Christ, to the transforming love of the Trinity.”

The Pope continued: “In addition to being a seeker of God, St. Bonaventure was a seraphic singer of creation who, following St. Francis, learned to 'praise God in all and through all creatures,' in which 'shines the omnipotence, wisdom and goodness of the Creator' (ibid. I, 10). St. Bonaventure presents a positive vision of the world, gift of God's love to men: He recognizes in it the reflection of the highest Goodness and Beauty that, following St. Augustine and St. Francis, assures us that it is God himself. God has given it all to us. From him, as original source, flow truth, goodness and beauty...How useful it would be if also today we rediscovered the beauty and value of creation in the light of divine goodness and beauty!” 

Lastly, Saint Bonaventure was a messenger of hope. “We find a beautiful image of hope in one of his Advent homilies, where he compares the movement of hope to the flight of a bird, which spreads its wings as far as possible, and employs all its energies to move them. In a certain sense, it make its whole being a movement to rise and fly. To hope is to fly, says St. Bonaventure. But hope exacts movement from all our members and our projection to the authentic stature of our being, to God's promises...May St. Bonaventure help us to 'spread the wings' of hope, which drives us to be, as he was, incessant seekers of God, singers of the beauties of creation and witnesses of that Love and Beauty that 'moves everything.'” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2009)

7 September 2009 – Audience with Bishops from Brazil on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses first group of Brazilian Bishops on Ad Limina visit: “When our contemporaries come to us, they want to see something that they do not see elsewhere, namely, joy and the hope that springs from the fact that we are with the Risen Lord.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “As Successor of Peter and universal Pastor, I can assure you that my heart feels day by day your apostolic concerns and efforts, not ceasing to recall before God the challenges you face in the growth of your diocesan communities.” These are the words with which the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the first group of Brazilian Bishops (from Regions West 1 and West 2), whom received in an audience on September 7, on the occasion of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit, in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo. “Your group initiates a long pilgrimage of the members of this episcopal conference on their 'ad limina apostolorum' visit, which will give me the occasion to know better the reality of the respective diocesan communities. These will be days of fraternal sharing to reflect together on the issues that concern you.”

After recalling his visit to Brazil, in May 2007, “when I had the possibility to embrace with a glance the whole episcopate of this great nation during the meeting in the Catedral da Se in São Paulo,” Benedict XVI mentioned some of the problems and challenges they are facing, the great distances that the Bishops, along with the priests and other missionaries, must travel in order to offer pastoral service to the faithful, “many of them affected by the problems proper to a relatively recent urbanization, in which the state does not always succeed in being an instrument for the promotion of justice and the common good.” He then told them: “Do not be discouraged! Remember that the proclamation of the Gospel and adherence to Christian values, as I stated recently in the encyclical 'Caritas in Veritate,' 'is not merely useful but essential for building a good society and for true integral human development' (no. 4).” 

In light of the scarcity of “workers in the Lord's harvest,” which in Brazil continue to be few for a harvest that is great, the Holy Father paused to reflect on, in this Year for Priests, the important task of the Bishops in fostering [the vocation] of new pastors. “Although God is the only one able to awaken in the human heart a call to the pastoral service of his people, all members of the Church should question if they see and feel the profound urgency of this mission and have a real commitment to it...There are many who seem to want to live the whole of life in a minute, others who wander in tedium and inertia, or abandon themselves to violence of all sorts. Deep down, these are no more than desperate lives that look for hope, as demonstrated by an extended, though at times confused, need of spirituality, a renewed search for points of reference to take up again the journey of life.” 

The Holy Father then recalled that “in the decades following the Second Vatican Council, some interpreted the openness not as a demand flowing from the missionary ardor of the Heart of Christ, but as a step toward secularization, perceiving there certain strong Christian values, such as equality, liberty, solidarity. They showed themselves ready to make concessions and discover areas of cooperation. We witnessed the interventions of some ecclesiastical officials in ethical debates, which responded to the expectations of public opinion, but which failed to speak of certain essential truths of the faith, such as sin, grace, theological life and the last things. Without realizing it, many ecclesial communities fell into self-secularization. Hoping to charm those who were not joining, they saw many of their members leave, cheated and disillusioned. When our contemporaries come to us, they want to see something that they do not see elsewhere, namely, joy and the hope that springs from the fact that we are with the Risen Lord. At present there is a new generation born in this secularized ecclesial environment who, instead of looking for openness and consensus, see how the gap between society and the positions of the magisterium of the Church, especially in the ethical field, is ever greater. In this desert lacking God, the new generation feels a great thirst for transcendence.” 

The young men of this new generation who knock on the door of seminaries need to find “formators who are true men of God, priests totally dedicated to formation, who give witness of the gift of themselves to the Church, through celibacy and an austere life, according to the model of Christ the Good Shepherd.” The Pope then mentioned that “it is the bishop's task to establish the essential criteria for the formation of seminarians and priests in fidelity to the universal norms of the Church,” and he encouraged “all bishops, their priests and seminarians, to imitate in their lives the charity of Christ, Priest and Good Shepherd, as the holy Cure d'Ars did.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2009)

9 September 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Saint Peter Damian “made of monastic life an eloquent testimony of the primacy of God and a call to all to walk toward holiness, free from any compromise with evil.” Holy Father's catechesis from the General Audience

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “St. Peter Damian, monk, lover of solitude and, at the same time, intrepid man of the Church, personally involved in the work of reform undertaken by the popes of the time,” was the theme of the catechesis given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the General Audience on September 9, held in the Paul VI Hall at the Vatican.

Mentioning the fundamental elements of his life, the Pope recalled that Saint Peter Damian was born in Ravenna in 1007 of a noble but poor family. He was orphaned, and lived a childhood of hardships and sufferings. By the time he was 25, he had dedicated himself to teaching. He spent his time studying law and writing, and becoming familiar with great Latin classics. “His sensitivity to beauty led him to a poetic contemplation of the world,” the Pope highlighted, recalling that “Peter Damian conceived the universe as an inexhaustible 'parable' and an extension of symbols, from which it is possible to interpret the interior life and the divine and supernatural reality.” From this perspective, around the year 1034, he was led to enter the monastery of Fonte Avellana, famous for its austerity, where he wrote the life of the founder, St. Romuald of Ravenna, and “dedicated himself to furthering his spirituality, expressing his ideal of eremitical monasticism.”

The hermitage of Fonte Avellana was dedicated to the Holy Cross, “and the cross would be the Christian mystery that most fascinated Peter Damian,” the Pope mentioned. In fact, “Peter Damian addressed most beautiful prayers to the cross, in which he reveals a vision of this mystery that has cosmic dimensions, because it embraces the whole history of salvation.” He also wrote a Rule which strongly stresses the "rigor of the hermitage," placing the eremitical life at “the summit of the states of life...because the monk, free from the attachments of the world and from his own self, receives 'the pledge of the Holy Spirit and his soul is happily united to the heavenly Spouse.'” Benedict XVI then highlighted that this is also “important for us today, even though we are not monks: To be able to be silent in ourselves to hear the voice of God...to learn the Word of God in prayer and meditation is the path for life.” 

Saint Peter Damian was “a man of prayer, meditation and contemplation,” and was also a fine theologian. He expresses “with clarity and vivacity the Trinitarian doctrine” and he also often meditated on the figure of Christ, “who should be at the center of the monk's life.” “ It also implies for us an intense call not to allow ourselves to be totally absorbed by the activities, problems and preoccupations of every day, forgetting that Jesus must truly be at the center of our life.” 

Peter Damian also developed “a theology of the Church as communion.” “Yet the ideal image of the 'holy Church' illustrated by Peter Damian does not correspond -- he knew it well -- to the reality of his time. That is why he was not afraid to denounce the corruption existing in monasteries and among the clergy, above all due to the practice of secular authorities conferring the investiture of ecclesiastical offices: Several bishops and abbots behaved as governors of their own subjects more than as pastors of souls. It is no accident that their moral life left much to be desired.” Thus, in 1057, Peter Damian left the monastery and accepted the appointment to cardinal bishop of Ostia: “He saw that it was not enough to contemplate, and had to give up the beauty of contemplation to assist in the work of renewal of the Church.”

Ten years later, in 1067, he obtained permission to return to Fonte Avellana, resigning from the Diocese of Ostia. Two years later he was sent to Frankfurt in an attempt to prevent Henry IV's divorce from his wife, Bertha; and again two years later, in 1071, he went to Montecassino for the consecration of the abbey's church, and, at the beginning of 1072 he went to Ravenna to establish peace with the local archbishop, who had supported the anti-pope, causing the interdict on the city. During his return journey to the hermitage, a sudden illness obliged him to stay in Faenza, where he died the night between February 22 and 23, 1072.

“It is a great grace that in the life of the Church the Lord raised such an exuberant, rich and complex personality as that of St. Peter Damian,” the Holy Father concluded. “He was a monk to the end, with forms of austerity that today might seem to us almost excessive. In this way, however, he made of monastic life an eloquent testimony of the primacy of God and a call to all to walk toward holiness, free from any compromise with evil. He consumed himself, with lucid consistency and great severity, for the reform of the Church of his time. He gave all his spiritual and physical energies to Christ and the Church, always remaining, as he liked to call himself...Peter, last servant of the monks.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2009)

10 September 2009 – Audience with sponsors of Holy See Pavillion last year at Expo 2008 Zaragoza

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells sponsors of the Holy See's Pavilion at the Expo Zaragoza 2008: “When God, through creation, gave man the keys to the earth, He wanted him to use this great gift responsibly and respectfully, making it fruitful.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “By participating in the exposition the Holy See wished to demonstrate not only the urgent need constantly to defend the environment and the natural world, but also to discover its more profound spiritual and religious dimension.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in an audience held on September 10, with sponsors of the Holy See's Pavilion at the Expo Zaragoza 2008, in the Pontifical Palace at Castel Gandolfo.

The Pope recalled that “today, more than ever, we need to help people to see creation as more than just a source of wealth and something to be used by mankind. In fact, when God, through creation, gave man the keys to the earth, He wanted him to use this great gift responsibly and respectfully, making it fruitful. The human being discovers the intrinsic value of nature if he learns to see it for what it is, namely, an expression of a plan of love and truth that speaks to us of the Creator and His love for humanity, and that will find its fullness in Christ, in the end of time.”

Benedict XVI once again mentioned “close relationship between protection of the environment and respect for the ethical requirements of human nature,” because, as he wrote in his encyclical Caritas in veritate (no. 51), “'when human ecology is respected within society, environmental ecology also benefits.'”

In his address, the Holy Father thanked the sponsors of the Holy See's Pavilion for the collaboration with the Archdiocese of Zaragoza and the Apostolic Nunciature of Madrid, and highlighted that “the Pavilion was one of the most visited and appreciated, and contained an important display of the priceless artistic, cultural and religious heritage of the Church. The aim of this initiative was to offer the many visitors an opportunity to reflect upon the significance and primordial importance water has for human life.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2009)

12 September 2009 – Ordination of Bishops

VATICAN - Benedict XVI presides Episcopal Ordination of 5 Prelates: “we pray that you become faithful, prudent and good servants and so you can one day hear from the Lord of history: Good and faithful servant, share in the joy of your master”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday, September 12, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Mass in the Vatican Basilica in which he ordained 5 Prelates: Archbishop Gabriele Giordano Caccia, appointed Apostolic Nuncio in Lebanon; Archbishop Franco Coppola, appointed Apostolic Nuncio in Burundi; Archbishop Pietro Parolin, appointed Apostolic Nuncio in Venezuela; Bishop Raffaello Martinelli, elected Bishop of the Diocese of Frascati; Bishop Giorgio Corbellini, appointed President of the Labor Office of the Apostolic See. The two Bishops co-consecrating were Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, and Cardinal William Joseph Levada, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

In the homily, the Holy Father thanked the Prelates “for the faithful service that they have rendered the Church, working in the Secretariat of State, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the Governorate of Vatican City State,” expressing his certainty that “with the same love for Christ and the same zeal for souls, they will carry out the ministry that is being entrusted to them today with episcopal ordination in new fields of pastoral action.”

Thus, the Pope reflected on the fundamental elements of the episcopal consecration: the imposition of hands and the prayer. “The imposition of hands happens in silence. The human word is inarticulate. The soul opens in silence to God, whose hand stretches out to man, who takes man for himself and, at the same time, covers him with his hand to protect him, so that consequently man becomes God's total property, belonging entirely to God and bringing others into God's hand...the prayer follows. Episcopal ordination is an event of prayer. No man can make another man a priest or bishop. It is the Lord himself who, through the word of prayer and the gesture of the imposition of hands, brings that man totally into his service, draws him into his own priesthood.” During the ordination prayer, the Gospel, the Book of God's Word, he placed open on the candidate: “The Gospel must penetrate him, the living Word of God must, so to speak, pervade him...Along with the Word, Christ's life itself must pervade that man, in such a way that he becomes wholly one with him, that Christ lives in him and gives his life form and content.”

After having mentioned that the Priesthood of Jesus Christ, according to his same words, “is not domination, but service,” and St. Paul's words “Let a man so account us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Now, that which is required of stewards is that each be faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:1-2), Benedict XVI recalled Jesus' teaching and the way in which servants to whom the Lord is entrusting His goods in the world should act.

The Pope began: “The first characteristic that the Lord requires of the servant is fidelity. He is entrusted with a great good that does not belong to him. The Church is not 'our' Church, but his Church, God's Church. The servant must give an account of the way that he has taken care of the goods that have been entrusted to him. We do not bind men to us; we do not seek power, prestige, esteem for ourselves. We lead men to Jesus Christ and so to the living God...We know that things in civil society, and often in the Church too, go badly because those upon whom responsibility has been conferred work for themselves and not the community, for the common good...The fidelity of the servant of Jesus Christ also consists precisely in the fact that he does not seek to adjust the faith to the fashions of the time. Christ alone has words of eternal life, and we must bring these words to people. They are the precious good that we have been given...Faith must be shared: it has not been given to us for ourselves alone, for the personal salvation of our soul, but for others, for this world and for our time. We must bring it to this world so that it becomes a living force, to make the presence of God in the world grow.” 

“The second characteristic that Jesus requires of the servant is prudence,” the Pope said. “Prudence is something different from cleverness. Prudence, according to the Greek philosophical tradition, it is the first of the cardinal virtues; it indicates the primacy of truth, that becomes the criterion of our conduct through 'prudence.' Prudence demands humble, disciplined and vigilant reason, [which can be] blinded by prejudices; it does not judge according to desires and passions, but it seeks the truth -- even uncomfortable truth. Prudence means engaging in the pursuit of truth and acting in a way that conforms to it...God, through Jesus Christ, has thrown open the window to truth for us that, had it been left to our own powers, would have remained shut tightly and only partly transparent...We do not let ourselves be guided by the little window of our personal cleverness, but by the big window, that Christ has opened up to the whole truth for us, we look upon the world and men and [from this truth] see what truly counts in life.”

“The third characteristic that Jesus speaks about in the parable of the servant is goodness,” the Pope continued. “Only God is good in the full sense. He is the Good, the Good par excellence, Goodness in person. In a creature -- in man -- being good is therefore necessarily based on a deep interior orientation to God. Goodness grows with interior unification with the living God. Goodness presupposes above all a living communion with God, the Good, a growing interior union with him...We become good servants through our living relationship with Jesus Christ. Only if our life unfolds in dialogue with him, only if his being, his characteristics penetrate us and form us, can we become truly good.” 

Concluding his homily, the Holy Father also mentioned the Virgin Mary, who “was and is totally united to the Son, to Christ, men in the darkness and sufferings of this world found the faith of the Mother who gives us courage to go forward...In the goodness with which she welcomed and ever again comes to meet the great and small aspirations of many men, we recognize the goodness of God himself in a very human way. With her goodness, she always brings us back to Jesus Christ, and thus, the great Light of God in the world.” Lastly, he encouraged all to invoke the Mother of the Lord for the new Bishops, that she may always lead them “to her Son, the source of all goodness,” and that they may become “faithful, prudent, and good servants.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2009)

13 September 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus: “Jesus did not come to teach us a philosophy, but to show us a way, indeed, "the" way that leads to life. This way is love, which is the expression of true faith.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – The two “crucial questions” posed by the Word of God in the 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 13, were the focus of the address given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI prior to the recitation of the Angelus in the courtyard of the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, with two interrogatives: “Who is Jesus of Nazareth for you?” and “Does your faith become works or not?” To the first question, the Pope told the faithful, Peter responds: “You are the Christ,” “that is, the Messiah, the consecrated one of God, sent to save his people.” The Holy Father explained that: “Peter and the other disciples, then, unlike the majority of the people, believe that Jesus is not only a great teacher, or a prophet, but much more. They have faith: they believe that God is present in him and works in him.” And yet, when Jesus “announces that he must suffer and be killed, the same Peter opposes himself to the perspective of suffering and death. So Jesus must strongly reproach him, to make him understand that it is not enough to believe that he is God, but that, moved by charity, he must follow him along the same road, that of the cross. Jesus did not come to teach us a philosophy, but to show us a way, indeed, the way that leads to life. This way is love, which is the expression of true faith.”

Then, quoting Saint James' teaching in the second reading of this Sunday's Mass: "If [faith] is not followed by works, it is dead" (James 2:17), the Pope continued: “If a person loves his neighbor with a pure and generous heart, it means that he truly knows God. If instead a person says that he has faith, but does not love his brothers, he is not a true believer. God does not live in him.” The Pope then made reference to Saint John Chrysostom, who commenting on this passage from the Letter of James, wrote: “One may have a right faith in the Father and the Son, and in the Holy Spirit as well, but if he does not live in the right way, his faith will be useless for salvation. So, when you read in the Gospel: 'This is eternal life: that they know you, the one true God' (John 17:3), do not think that this verse is enough to save us: a most pure life and a most pure conduct.”

Prior to the Marian prayer, the Holy Father recalled the two feasts to be celebrated in the coming days: on September 14, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and the following day, Our Lady of Sorrows. He then invited all to learn from the Virgin Mary, “who believed in the Lord's Word...to bear witness to our faith with a life of humble service, ready to suffer personally to remain faithful to the Gospel of charity and truth, certain that nothing of what we do will be lost.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/9/2009)

14 September 2009 – Publication of homily given during Mass with former students 30 August

VATICAN - Papal Mass with former students: “If we reflect on the perplexity of the world in face of the great issues of the present and future, then there should also arise in us again the joy over the fact that God has freely shown us his face, his will, himself.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – The question of man's purity before God, “one of the fundamental themes of the religious history of humanity” was at the heart of the homily given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the Eucharistic Celebration with his former students, on August 30 in Castel Gandolfo. The text of the homily was released today by the Holy See Press Office. Beginning with the Gospel of that Sunday, the Pope said: “Turning his gaze to God, man realizes he is 'contaminated' and in a condition that impedes his access to the Holy One. The question thus arises as to how man can be pure, and free himself from the 'filth' that separates him from God.” This is how the purification rites of the various religions came about. Even those that are rooted in the Old Testament tradition, which is mentioned in Sunday's Gospel, do nothing more than open man to God. They no longer served as an opening of man to God, they were no longer ways of purification and salvation, in that man's heart was no longer reached.

“Liberal exegesis states that in this Gospel is revealed the fact that Jesus substituted worship with morality,” the Pope continued. “He put worship aside with all its useless practices. The relationship between man and God would now be based solely on morality. If that were true, it would mean that Christianity, in its essence, is morality, that is, that we ourselves make ourselves pure and good through our moral actions. If we reflect deeply on this opinion, it is obvious that this cannot be Jesus' complete answer to the question of purity.” Thus, “if we wish to hear and understand fully the Lord's message, then we must also listen fully...In other words, we must read the Gospel entirely, all the New Testament and the Old together with it.”

Commenting the first reading from the Mass, from the Book of Deuteronomy, Benedict XVI highlighted the fact that “Israel itself is invited by God to be grateful to him and to feel a humble pride in the fact of knowing the will of God and of thus being wise.” At that time humanity “sought to understand what matters...wisdom is knowledge of the essential...The reading taken from Deuteronomy points out the fact that wisdom, in the end, is identical to the Torah -- to the Word of God that reveals to us what is essential, for whose end and in whose way we must live. Hence the Law does not appear as slavery, but is...cause of great joy: We do not grope in darkness, we do not wander in vain in search of what might be right, we are not like sheep without a shepherd that do not know the right way...God says two things to us: On one hand, that he has manifested himself and shows us the right way; on the other, that God is a God who listens, who is close to us, who answers us and guides us. With this we also touch the subject of purity: His will purifies us, his closeness guides us.”

Reflecting on the “Israel's joy over the fact of knowing the will of God and of having thus received the gift of wisdom that heals us and that we cannot find on our own,” the Holy Father asked: “Is there among us, in the Church today, a similar feeling of joy over God's closeness and the gift of his Word?...If we reflect on the perplexity of the world in face of the great issues of the present and future, then there should also arise in us again the joy over the fact that God has freely shown us his face, his will, himself. If this joy arises in us, it will also touch the heart of non-believers. Without this joy, we are not convincing. However, where this joy is present it has, though not wishing it, a missionary force. In fact, it arouses in men this question: Is the way not, in fact, here -- does this joy not in fact lead effectively to the traces of God himself?”

The passage of the second reading from the Mass was the treatise of the Letter of Saint James, that the Holy Father said he loved “above all, because, thanks to it, we can have an idea of the devotion of Jesus' family.” It was a religious family in the sense that “ it lived the Deuteronomical joy because of God's closeness, which is given to us in his Word and his commandment.”

“For James the Law is not an exigency that asks too much of us, that is before us from outside and that can never be satisfied...in him, God has told us everything, he has manifested himself completely. We are no longer servants, but friends. The Law is no longer a prescription for persons who are not free, but is contact with the love of God -- being introduced to form part of the family, act that makes us free and 'perfect'...The Law, as word of love, is not a contradiction to freedom, but a renewal from within through friendship with God...We are not the ones who create what is good -- this would be a simple moralism -- instead, it is Truth that comes to meet us. He himself is the Truth, the Truth in person. Purity is a dialogic event. It begins with the fact that he comes to meet us -- he, who is Truth and Love -- takes us by the hand, and is fused with our being. In the measure in which we allow ourselves to be touched by him, in which the encounter becomes friendship and love, we are, stemming from his purity, pure persons and then persons who love with his love, persons who introduce others in his purity and his love.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2009)

16 September 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience: Symeon the New Theologian “calls us all to attention to the spiritual life, to the hidden presence of God in us, to honesty of conscience and purification, to conversion of heart, so that the Holy Spirit will be present in us and guide us.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The General Audience this week, on September 16, was held in Paul VI Hall in the Vatican, where the Holy Father came from his summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. In the catechesis given in Italian, concluding the series dedicated to the great Writers of the Eastern Church and Western Medieval Church, the Pope reflected on Symeon the New Theologian, an Eastern Monk, “whose writings exercised a noteworthy influence on the theology and spirituality of the East, in particular, regarding the experience of mystical union with God.”

Born in 949 in Galatia, in Paphlagonia (Asia Minor), Symeon moved to Constantinople while he was still young, to begin studies and enter into the service of the Emperor. Feeling little attracted to the civil career, he found in Symeon the Pious, a simple monk of the Monastery of Studios, in Constantinople, a spiritual guide who helped him to resolve the doubts he was having and to embark on a path of union with God. Symeon entered the Monastery of the Studion Order, and later moved to a small convent, San Mamas, also in Constantinople, where, after three years, he became director -- the higumeno. “There he pursued an intense search of spiritual union with Christ, which conferred on him great authority,” Benedict XVI highlighted, recalling that he also “suffered misunderstandings and exile, but was restored by the Patriarch of Constantinople, Sergius II.” He spent the last part of his life in the Monastery of Santa Marina, “where he wrote the greater part of his works,” becoming ever more famous for his teachings and miracles. He died on March 12, 1022. 

The work of Symeon is contained in nine volumes, which are divided in theological, gnostic and practical chapters, three volumes of catechesis addressed to monks, two volumes of theological and ethical treatises, and a volume of hymns. There are also his many letters. “All these works have found an important place in the Eastern monastic tradition down to our day,” the Holy Father said, explaining that “Symeon focuses his reflection on the presence of the Holy Spirit in those who are baptized and on the awareness they must have of this spiritual reality...Symeon the New Theologian insists on the fact that true knowledge of God does not come from books, but from the spiritual experience, the spiritual life. Knowledge of God stems from a journey of interior purification, which begins with conversion of heart, thanks to the strength of faith and love; passes through profound repentance and sincere sorrow for one's sins; and arrives at union with Christ, source of joy and peace, invaded by the light of his presence in us. For Symeon, such an experience of divine grace is not an exceptional gift for some mystics, but the fruit of baptism in the life of every seriously committed faithful.” 

Benedict XVI then revealed the pertinence of Symeon's thought today: “This holy Eastern monk calls us all to attention to the spiritual life, to the hidden presence of God in us, to honesty of conscience and purification, to conversion of heart, so that the Holy Spirit will be present in us and guide us.” All this he transmitted and shown through his own mystical experience, from the torments and struggles against temptations in his youthful days, to his reading of spiritual books in the monastery, which “did not procure the peace he longed for,” to the visions of light in which the Lord manifested Himself, up until his “intense movements of love” for the many enemies that wanted to set snares for him and harm him. “Obviously, such love could not come from himself, but must spring from another source. Symeon understood that it came from Christ present in him and all was clarified for him... Thus, on one hand, we can say that, without a certain openness to love, Christ does not enter in us, but, on the other, Christ becomes the source of love and transforms us...God's love grows in us if we are really united to him in prayer and in listening to his word, with openness of heart.”

Another element of the figure of Symeon the New Theologian that the Holy Father reflected on, was on the importance of having a spiritual guide, which “continues to be valid for all -- priests, consecrated persons and laypeople -- and especially for young people -- to take recourse to the counsels of a good spiritual father, capable of accompanying each one in profound knowledge of oneself, and leading one to union with the Lord, so that one's life is increasingly conformed to the Gospel. We always need a guide, dialogue, to go to the Lord. We cannot do it with our reflections alone. And this is also the meaning of the ecclesiality of our faith, of finding this guide.”

Concluding his catechesis, Benedict XVI synthesized Symeon the New Theologian's teachings and mystical experiences: “In his incessant search for God, even in the difficulties he met and the criticism made of him, he, in a word, allowed himself to be guided by love. He was able to live personally and to teach his monks that what is essential for every disciple of Jesus is to grow in love and so we grow in knowledge of Christ himself, to be able to say with St. Paul: 'It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me' (Galatians 2:20).” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2009)

17 September 2009 – Message of condolence for victims of attack in Afghanistan

VATICAN - Pope conveys sorrow and prayer for victims of attack in Afghanistan

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After learning the news of the bloody attack that took place on the morning of September 17 in Kabul, on an Italian contingent in Afghanistan, causing the death of 6 Italian soldiers and at least 10 Afghan civilians, and wounding 30 others, the Holy Father Benedict XVI expressed his own sorrow for the event and assured of his prayers for the victims and his closeness to the families and all those effected. This is what journalists were told by Fr. Federico Lombardi, Director of the Holy See Press Office, who expressed his hope that “all this bloodshed may be substituted for the peace for which so many people are working and giving their lives.” “What is most devastating – Lombardi said – is the fact that this violence continues to occur even in the presence of those working for peace.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2009)

17 September 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Brazil on Ad Limina visit (2)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses second group of Bishops of Brazil for Ad Limina visit: “The particular identity of priests and laity must be seen in the light of the essential difference between priestly ministry and the 'common priesthood'.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “With her faithful and ministers, the Church is on earth the priestly community organically structured as the Body of Christ, to efficiently carry out in union with her head, the historic mission of salvation...In fact, the members do not all have the same function: and this is the beauty and the life of the body. The particular identity of priests and laity must be seen in the light of the essential difference between priestly ministry and the 'common priesthood'. Hence it is important to avoid the secularization of clergy and the 'clericalization' of the laity. In this perspective, the lay faithful must undertake to give expression in real life - also through political commitment - to the Christian view of anthropology and the social doctrine of the Church.” This was the recommendation expressed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the second group of Bishops from Brazil (the Northeast II Region), whom he received in an audience on September 17 in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, on the occasion of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit.

In his address, the Pope recalled that “priests must distance themselves from politics in order to favor the unity and communion of all the faithful, thus becoming a point of reference for everyone.” He also reflected on the importance of “making this awareness grow among priests, religious, and lay faithful, encouraging and being attentive so that each will be motivated to act according to his own state.”

Reflecting once more on the relationship between the common priesthood and the ministerial priesthood, which “is currently one of the most delicate points in the being and life of the Church,” Benedict XVI added: “The small number of priests could, in fact, lead communities to resign themselves to this scarcity, consoling themselves at times with the fact that this shows even more the importance of the role of the laity. The lack of priests does not justify a more active and abundant participation of the laity. The truth is that the greater the faithful's awareness of their own responsibilities within the Church, the clearer becomes the specific identity and inimitable role of the priest as pastor of the entire community, witness to the authenticity of the faith, and dispenser of the mysteries of salvation in the name of Christ the Head.”

Benedict XVI then recalled that “the mission of salvation entrusted by the Father to His own Incarnate Son has been entrusted to the apostles and by them, to their successors...Thus, the function of the clergy is essential and irreplaceable in announcing the Word and celebrating the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist.” This is why “there is an urgent need to ask the Lord to send workers into his harvest, the Holy Father added. “Priests should manifest the joy of fidelity to their own identity, with enthusiasm for the mission.”

Then, addressing his “beloved brother Bishops,” the Holy Father exhorted them to make an effort to assure the communities in their dioceses the presence of an ordained minister, not resigning themselves to consider the current situation with a shortage of priests, as something “normal or typical for the future.” Recalling what he had already reminded the first group of Brazilian Bishops (see Fides 8/9/2009), the Pope exhorted the Bishops to concentrate efforts “to encourage new priestly vocations and find the pastors your dioceses need, helping one another so that all of you have better-trained and more numerous priests to support the life of faith and the apostolic mission.”

In concluding his address, the Pontiff highlighted that those who have received Holy Orders “are called to live the grace and commitments of Baptism in coherence and fullness of grace.” “The daily celebration of the sacrifice of the altar and the daily prayer of the liturgy of the hours should always be accompanied by the testimony of a life that becomes a gift to God and others and thus, becomes orientation for the faithful.” The Holy Cure of Ars continues to be a valid model even today for all priests, “especially in living a life of celibacy as a requirement for the total giving of self, expressed through that pastoral charity which Vatican Council II presents as the unifying center of a priest's being and actions.” Among those who “try to imitate Jesus Christ, each of them being not only a pirest, but also a victim and oblation like Jesus,” along with John Mary Vianney, the Holy Father mentioned Fray Antonio de Sant'Anna Galvao, who lived in Sao Paulo (Brazil) and was canonized on May 11, 2007, who was a “fervent adorer of the Eucharist...living in constant adoration.”

Lastly, the Holy Fahter highlighted that there are already “many signs of hope for the future of particular Churches,” invoking the Blessed Virgin Mary and asking that she intercede for the entire people of God in Brazil, “Pastors and faithful may, with a courageous and joyous spirit, openly announce the mystery of the Gospel.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/9/2009)

19 September 2009 – Meeting with Eastern Catholic Patriarchs and Major Archbishops 

VATICAN - In the encounter with Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Catholic Churches, Benedict XVI announces Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Middle East, October 10-24, 2010

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “In speaking of peace, our thought turns, in the first place, to the regions of the Middle East. For this reason I will take this occasion to announce the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for the Middle East convoked by me and which will be held October 10-24, 2010, on the theme 'The Catholic Church in the Middle East: Communion and Witness: ‘The Multitude of Those Who Became Believers Were of One Heart and One Soul’ (Acts 4:32).'” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in announcing the upcoming Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, during an encounter with the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops of the Eastern Churches, on September 19. 

“We thank God for this informal gathering that will allow us to listen to the voices of the Churches that you serve with admirable self-sacrifice, and to reinforce the bonds of communion that link them with the Apostolic See.” The Holy Father recalled the first part of his “ideal pilgrimage to the heart of the Christian East,” April 24, 2005, at the Tomb of Saint Peter, at the beginning of his pontificate, a pilgrimage that today “knows another significant stage,” the Pontiff said, and “which it is my intention to pursue,” responding to the various petitions for “a more frequent contact with the Bishop of Rome” in order to make the communion of the Churches with the Successor of Peter more and more firm and to examine together, on occasion, possible issues of special importance.

“For my part, I feel that I have an important duty in promoting that synodality so dear to Eastern ecclesiology and noted with appreciation by the Second Vatican Council,” the Pope said. Citing the Conciliar Decree Orientalium Ecclesiarum, and the Apostolic Exhortation Orientale Lumen of John Paul II, the Holy Father renewed his hope that the Eastern Catholic Churches "flourish" to accomplish "with new apostolic vigor … the task entrusted to them … of promoting the unity of all Christians, especially Eastern Christians, in accordance with the principles of the decree, on ecumenism" ("Orientalium Ecclesiarum," No. 1). He then highlighted: “The ecumenical horizon is often connected with the interreligious one. In these two spheres the whole Church is in need of the experience of coexistence that has ripened in your Churches from the first Christian millennium.”

As a statement from the Holy See Press Office informs, the Holy Father Benedict XVI, considering the expressed interests in various circumstances of the Catholic Patriarchs and Major Archbishops, called them together for a meeting held on September 19, 2009 in the summer residence at Castel Gandolfo. Present with the Holy Father was Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for Eastern Churches, with several collaborators and “Leaders and Fathers” from all the Eastern Catholic Churches in communion with the Bishop of Rome. The Holy Father began the meeting with a prayer and welcomed the Prelates. Then, all the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops spoke, thanking His Holiness for the initiative and highlighting two aspects of the fidelity that distinguishes them: the tie with the patrimony of Eastern Christianity and their union with the Successor of Peter, Universal Pastor, with his charism of unity in truth and love. They also presented specific questions and several more general problems, such as the migration issue, with focus on the ecumenical and interreligious context in which their Churches live. At the close, the Holy Father made a synthesis of the interventions, offering fitting guidance and imparted his Apostolic Blessing on all the Catholic Eastern Churches. In preparation for the meeting with the Pope, on the afternoon of September 18, the Patriarchs and Major Archbishops held a meeting with the Cardinal Secretary of State, which was attended by Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, with several Collaborators of the Congregation for Eastern Churches. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2009)

20 September 2009 – Angelus 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the Angelus: “to 'do' works of peace we need to 'be' men of peace, entering the school of 'the wisdom that comes from above,' to assimilate its qualities and produce its effects,” and expresses sorrow for the attack in Afghanistan

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – The “true wisdom” described by Saint James in the readings from the Sunday Liturgy (3:16-4:3) was the theme chosen by the Holy Father Benedict XVI for his address given prior to the recitation of the Angelus with faithful gathered in the courtyard of the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo on Sunday, 20 September. While “false wisdom” is “worldly, material and diabolical,” and is recognized by the fact that it provokes jealousies, arguments, disorder and every kind of evil deed; on the contrary "[true] wisdom, which comes from above is first of all pure, then peaceful, meek, docile, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere" (3:17). 

The Holy Father reflected on the “seven qualities,” according to Biblical use, from which perfection of authentic wisdom comes along with the positive effects that it produces. “As first and principal quality, almost the premise for the others, St. James sets down 'purity,' that is, sanctity, the transparent reflection -- so to say -- of God in the human soul...is peaceful, meek and docile; it does not need to be partial, nor does it need to lie; it is indulgent and generous, it is recognized by the good fruits that it bears in abundance.”

The Pope then encouraged all to stop every once in awhile contemplate “the beauty of this wisdom” and to “draw from this unpolluted source of God’s love the wisdom of the heart.” This holds true for everyone, Benedict XVI said, “in the first place, for those who are called to be promoters and 'weavers' of peace in religious and civil communities, in social and political relations and in international relations. In our day -- perhaps also because of certain dynamics proper to mass society -- one often sees a lack of respect for truth and the word together with a widespread tendency to aggressiveness, hatred and vendettas...But to 'do' works of peace we need to 'be' men of peace, entering the school of 'the wisdom that comes from above,' to assimilate its qualities and produce its effects. If everyone, in his own circle, succeeds in rejecting the lie and violence in intentions, in words and in actions, carefully cultivating sentiments of respect, understanding and esteem for others, perhaps it would not resolve every daily problem, but we could face them more serenely and effectively.” 

After the Angelus, the Pope expressed his sorrow for the attack that took place in Afghanistan with these words: “From the numerous conflicts going on in the world, almost daily tragic news reaches us of both military and civilian victims. These facts that we must never get used to and that arouse a profound outcry and perplex societies that have the good of peace and civil coexistence at heart.

In these days, news of the deadly attack in Afghanistan on Italian soldiers gave me great sorrow. In prayer I share in the sufferings of relatives and the civil and military communities and, at the same time, with the same sentiments of participation, I think about the other international contingents, which have also recently had victims and that work to promote peace and the development of the institutions so necessary for human coexistence; I assure all of a remembrance before the Lord, with a special thought for the dear civilian populations, and I invite all to lift up our prayer to God. I would also like here to renew my encouragement for the promotion of solidarity among the nations to fight the logic of violence and death, favor justice, reconciliation, peace and sustain the development of peoples beginning with love and mutual understanding, as I recently wrote in my encyclical 'Caritas in Veritate' (no. 72).” 

Lastly, the Pope recalled that September 26-28, he will make an apostolic journey to the Czech Republic: “Following in the footsteps of my beloved predecessor John Paul II, who visited that country 3 times, I too will pay homage to the ancient and recent heroic witnesses to the Gospel, and I will encourage everyone to move forward in charity and in truth.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2009)

21 September 2009 – Audience to participants at Meeting for recently appointed Bishops 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells recently appointed bishops: “The time that the priest and bishop dedicate to God in prayer is always the best employed, because prayer is the soul of pastoral activity...the inexhaustible source of missionary fervor.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “One of the essential tasks of the bishop is precisely to help priests, by example and with fraternal support, to follow their vocation faithfully, and to work with enthusiasm and love in the Lord's vineyard.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in an audience held on September 21, in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, with Bishops ordained in the last year, who had participated in an Encounter promoted by the Congregations for the Bishops and for the Eastern Churches.

Recalling the context of the Year for Priests that is being celebrated, and the Letter that he sent on the occasion, to all priests, Benedict XVI highlighted that: “The imitation of Jesus the Good Shepherd is, for every priest, the obligatory path for their own sanctification and the essential condition for exercising the pastoral ministry responsibly. If this is true for priests, it is even more so for us, dear brother bishops.”

Recalling the gesture of the priest placing his hands in the Bishop's hands in the rite for priestly ordination, the Pope cited the observation made in the Post-Synodal Exhortation Pastores gregis of John Paul II: “The new priest chooses to entrust himself to the bishop and, for his part, the bishop commits himself to guard these hands (No. 47). Well seen, this is a solemn task that is configured for the bishop as paternal responsibility in the custody and promotion of the priestly identity of the presbyters entrusted to his pastoral care, an identity that unfortunately we see today subjected to a harsh test by growing secularization.” 

Benedict XVI continued, saying that in a particular way, the Bishop “nourish the spiritual life in priests, to foster in them harmony between prayer and the apostolate...A presbyter's mission and, with greater reason, that of a bishop, entails today a lot of work that tends to absorb him continually and totally. The difficulties increase and the incumbencies multiply, also because we are faced with new realities and growing pastoral demands. Nevertheless, attention to the problems of every day and the initiatives directed to leading men on the way of God, must never distract us from our profound and personal union with Christ. To be available to people should not diminish or obfuscate our availability to the Lord. The time that the priest and bishop dedicate to God in prayer is always the best employed, because prayer is the soul of pastoral activity, the 'lymph' that gives it strength, it is a support in moments of uncertainty and the inexhaustible source of missionary fervor and fraternal love toward all.”

In concluding his address, the Pope mentioned that “the Eucharist is at the center of priestly life” and told the Bishops: “May the Eucharistic celebration illumine your day and that of your priests, imprinting its grace and spiritual influence in sad and joyful, agitated and peaceful moments of action and contemplation. A privileged way of prolonging in the day the mysterious sanctifying action of the Eucharist is to recite devoutly the Liturgy of the Hours, and also Eucharistic adoration, lectio divina and the contemplative prayer of the rosary. The holy Cure d'Ars teaches us how precious are the priest's empathy with the Eucharistic sacrifice and the education of the faithful in the Eucharistic presence and in communion. With the Word and the Sacraments -- I recalled in the Letter to Priests -- St. John Mary Vianney edified his people.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 22/9/2009)

21 September 2009 – Telegram of condolence for Italian soldiers killed in terrorist attack in Kabul

VATICAN - Telegram of condolence from the Holy Father for Italian soldiers killed in terrorist attack in Kabul

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI sent a telegram of condolence for the Italian soldiers who were victims in the terrorist attack in Kabul (Afghanistan), to Military Bishop of Italy, His Excellency Vincenzo Pelvi. The telegram, signed by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, was read this morning, at the beginning of the Funeral Services held at the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, presided by Bishop Pelvi. This is the text of the telegram: “Profoundly saddened by the tragic terrorist attack in Kabul, in which six Italian soldiers lost their lives along with several civilians, the Supreme Pontiff expresses his sincerest condolences to your Excellency, their relatives, and their respective communities, as well as the Military Diocese and the entire Italian nation. While he unites himself spiritually to the funeral celebration, His Holiness invokes the maternal intercession of Mary Most Holy, Regina Pacis, that God, everlasting source of hope and strength in goodness, may sustain those who work every day in the world to build solidarity, reconciliation, and peace, and sends his heartfelt and comforting Apostolic Blessing to all the participants in the sacred liturgy, especially keeping in mind the wounded soldiers. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2009)

22 September 2009 – Video–message to UN Summit on Climate Changes

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI sends video-message to UN Summit on Climate Changes: “the natural environment is given by God to everyone, and so our use of it entails a personal responsibility towards humanity as a whole, particularly towards the poor and towards future generations”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The video-message sent to participants in the UN Summit on Climate Changes, held in New York on September 22, is taken from words spoken by the Holy Father Benedict XVI on this issue, during the General Audience of Wednesday, August 26.

Encouraging a reflection on the relationship between “the Creator and ourselves as guardians of his creation,” the Pope said: “The Earth is indeed a precious gift of the Creator who, in designing its intrinsic order, has given us guidelines that assist us as stewards of his creation. Precisely from within this framework, the Church considers that matters concerning the environment and its protection are intimately linked with integral human development.” Benedict XVI then recalled the Encyclical Caritas in veritate, where he affirms the “pressing moral need for renewed solidarity," (no. 49) as “the natural environment is given by God to everyone, and so our use of it entails a personal responsibility towards humanity as a whole, particularly towards the poor and towards future generations.” 

The video-message continues: “How important it is then, that the international community and individual governments send the right signals to their citizens and succeed in countering harmful ways of treating the environment! The economic and social costs of using up shared resources must be recognized with transparency and borne by those who incur them, and not by other peoples or future generations. The protection of the environment, and the safeguarding of resources and of the climate, oblige all leaders to act jointly, respecting the law and promoting solidarity with the weakest regions of the world (cf. no. 50). Together we can build an integral human development beneficial for all peoples, present and future, a development inspired by the values of charity in truth. For this to happen it is essential that the current model of global development be transformed through a greater, and shared, acceptance of responsibility for creation: this is demanded not only by environmental factors, but also by the scandal of hunger and human misery.”

Lastly, the Holy Father encourages all participants in the UN Summit to join in the discussion “constructively and with generous courage,” as we are all called “to exercise responsible stewardship of creation, to use resources in such a way that every individual and community can live with dignity, and to develop "that covenant between human beings and the environment, which should mirror the creative love of God". (SL) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2009)

23 September 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “may the love of truth and the constant thirst for God, which marked the whole life of St. Anselm, be a stimulus for every Christian to seek without ever tiring an ever more profound union with Christ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Monk of intense spiritual life, excellent educator of youth, theologian with an extraordinary speculative capacity, wise man of government and intransigent defender of the 'libertas Ecclesiae,' of the liberty of the Church.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI at the catechesis at the General Audience on September 23, in which he spoke of Saint Anselm of Aosta, whose 900th anniversary of death is being celebrated this year. 

As the Pontiff recalled, Saint Anselm was born in 1033 (or the beginning of 1034) in Aosta, the first-born of a noble family. It was his mother who took care of the first human and religious formation of her son, whom she later entrusted to the Benedictines of a priory of Aosta. At age 15, after having a dream in which he sensed that God called him to an important mission, Anselm asked for permission to enter the Benedictine Order, however finding resistance from his father. After a grave illness and the premature death of his mother, Anselm went through a period of moral dissipation and left his home to travel through France in search of new experiences. In Normandy, he traveled to the Benedictine Abbey of Bec, where the prior of the monastery, Lanfranc of Pavia convinced him to return to his studies. His monastic vocation was rekindled and at age 27 he entered the Benedictines and was ordained a priest. When, in 1063, Lanfranc became Abbot of Caen, Anselmo was named Prior of the Monastery of Bec and Master of the cloister school, revealing gifts of a refined educator. “He was very exacting with himself and with others in the monastic observance, but instead of imposing discipline he was determined to have it followed with persuasion,” Benedict XVI said. In February 1079, he was elected Abbot of the Monastery.

When Lanfranc of Pavia, Abbot of Caen, became the new Archbishop of Canterbury, he asked Anselm to instruct the monks and help him in the difficult situation in which his ecclesial community found itself after the Norman invasion. Thus, Anselm “won sympathy and esteem” to such a point that at Lanfranc's death he was elected to replace him in the archbishopric of Canterbury. He received his solemn episcopal consecration in December of 1093. 

“Anselm got involved immediately in an energetic struggle for the liberty of the Church, upholding with courage the independence of the spiritual power in respect of the temporal,” the Holy Father said. “He defended the Church from undue interference by political authorities, especially Kings William the Red and Henry I, finding courage and support in the Roman Pontiff, to whom Anselm always demonstrated a courageous and cordial adherence. In 1103 this fidelity cost him the bitterness of exile from his Canterbury see.” Only in 1106 could Anselm return to England, where he was festively welcomed by the clergy and the people. He dedicated the last years of his life above all to the moral formation of the clergy and the spiritual pursuit of theological arguments. He died on April 21, 1109. 

In the catechesis, the Pontiff recalled “the mystical soul of this great saint of the Medieval Age, founder of Scholastic Theology, to whom Christian tradition has given the title of "magnificent doctor," because he cultivated an intense desire to deepen his understanding of divine mysteries, fully aware, however, that the journey in search of God is never ended, at least on this earth...He states clearly that whoever attempts to theologize cannot just count on his intelligence, but must cultivate at the same time a profound experience of faith. According to St. Anselm, the activity of a theologian, therefore, develops in three stages: faith, free gift of God that must be received with humility; experience, which consists in the incarnation of the word of God in one's daily life; and lastly true knowledge, which is never the fruit of aseptic thoughts, but of a contemplative intuition.” 

Benedict XVI concluded his catechesis with this hope: “may the love of truth and the constant thirst for God, which marked the whole life of St. Anselm, be a stimulus for every Christian to seek without ever tiring an ever more profound union with Christ, Way, Truth and Life. In addition, may the courageous zeal that distinguished his pastoral action, and procured for him misunderstandings, bitterness and finally exile, be an encouragement for pastors, for consecrated persons and for all the faithful to love the Church of Christ, to pray, work and suffer for her, without every abandoning or betraying her.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 24/9/2009)

26 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic– Welcome Ceremony 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (1) - Welcoming Ceremony: “I call upon all the citizens of this Republic to rediscover the Christian traditions which have shaped their culture, and I invite the Christian community to continue to make its voice heard”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI began his 13th Apostolic Journey, this time to the Czech Republic, with a Welcoming Ceremony held at the Stara Ruzyne International Airport in Prague, at 11:30 on September 26. Received by political, civil, and religious authorities, the Holy Father listened to the greetings from Czech Republic President Vaclav Klaus, and then gave his speech, in which he highlighted “I am reminded how deeply Czech culture is permeated by Christianity.”

He continued: “While the whole of European culture has been profoundly shaped by its Christian heritage, this is especially true in the Czech lands, since it was through the missionary labours of Saints Cyril and Methodius in the ninth century that the old Slavonic language first came to be written down. Apostles of the Slavic peoples and founders of their culture, they are rightly venerated as Patrons of Europe. Yet it is also worth recalling that these two great saints from the Byzantine tradition here encountered missionaries from the Latin West. Throughout its history, this territory at the heart of the continent, at a crossroads between north and south, east and west, has been a meeting-point for different peoples, traditions and cultures. Undeniably this has sometimes led to friction, but in the longer term it has proved to be a fruitful encounter.”

Benedict XVI then recalled the upcoming 20th anniversary of the Velvet Revolution, which brought a peaceful end to what was “a time of particular hardship for this country, a time in which the flow of ideas and cultural influences was rigidly controlled.” During these 40 years of political repression, the Government tried in a “ruthless” manner to silence the voice of the Church, and the Pope remembered the many martyrs in the history of the nation, “whose fidelity to Christ spoke far louder and more eloquently than the voice of their executioners.” 

In particular he paid homage to the memory of Cardinal Josef Beran, Archbishop of Prague, and his successor Cardinal Frantisek Tomasek, “for their indomitable Christian witness in the face of persecution. They, and countless brave priests, religious and lay men and women kept the flame of faith alive in this country. Now that religious freedom has been restored, I call upon all the citizens of this Republic to rediscover the Christian traditions which have shaped their culture, and I invite the Christian community to continue to make its voice heard as the nation addresses the challenges of the new millennium. 'Without God, man neither knows which way to go, nor even understands who he is' (Caritas in Veritate, 78). The truth of the Gospel is indispensable for a healthy society, since it opens us to hope and enables us to discover our inalienable dignity as God’s children.

Lastly, the Pope recalled the Presidential flag that flies atop the Prague Castle, with the motto: “Pravda Vitezi - the Truth wins,” and expressed his hope that “the light of truth will continue to guide this nation, so blessed throughout its history by the witness of great saints and martyrs.” He then mentioned the example of Johann Gregor Mendel, “the Augustinian Abbot from Moravia whose pioneering research laid the foundations of modern genetics,” to highlight that the authentic progress of humanity is based on “a combination of the wisdom of faith and the insights of reason.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

26 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic – Visit to the Church of Our Lady Victorious 
VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (2) - In the Church of Our Lady Victorious: “Every human being is a child of God and therefore our brother or sister, to be welcomed and respected. May our society grasp this truth!”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) - After the Welcoming Ceremony held at the airport in Prague, that same morning of September 26, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Church of Our Lady Victorious, which holds the statue of the “Holy Infant of Prague,” and where he met with several families and their children. After a brief moment of prayer at the Chapel of the Holy Infant, where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed, the Pope placed a golden crown on the statue and, after greeting the President of the Czech Bishops' Conference, Archbishop Jan Graubner of Olomouc, he gave a brief address.

“The image of the Child Jesus calls to mind the mystery of the Incarnation, of the all-powerful God who became man and who lived for thirty years in the lowly family of Nazareth,” the Pope said, turning his thought to all the families of the world, “in their joys and difficulties” and to “call upon the Child Jesus for the gift of unity and harmony for all families.” The Pope especially recalled the younger families, “who have to work so hard to offer their children security and a decent future,” and the families in difficulty, “struggling with illness and suffering, for those in crisis, divided or torn apart by strife or infidelity.” 

He then said: “The figure of the Child Jesus, the tender infant, brings home to us God’s closeness and his love. We come to understand how precious we are in his eyes, because it is through him that we in our turn have become children of God. Every human being is a child of God and therefore our brother or sister, to be welcomed and respected. May our society grasp this truth! Every human person would then be appreciated not for what he has, but for who he is, since in the face of every human being, without distinction of race or culture, God’s image shines forth.”

Contemplating the Holy Infant of Prague “the beauty of childhood and the fondness that Jesus Christ has always shown for little ones,” Benedict XVI exclaimed: “Yet how many children are neither loved, nor welcomed nor respected! How many of them suffer violence and every kind of exploitation by the unscrupulous! May children always be accorded the respect and attention that are due to them: they are the future and the hope of humanity!”

Lastly, addressing the children present, he invited them to follow the example of the Child Jesus: “be obedient, good and kind. Learn to be, like him, a source of joy to your parents. Be true friends of Jesus, and always turn to him in trust. Pray to him for yourselves, for your parents, relations, teachers and friends, and pray also for me.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

26 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic– Meeting with president, other authorities and Diplomats

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (3) - Meeting with Authorities: “The faith of Christians, from the time of Saints Cyril and Methodius and the early missionaries, has in fact played a decisive role in shaping the spiritual and cultural heritage of this country. It must do likewise in the present and into the future.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Saturday, September 26, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Prague Castle for a Courtesy Visit to the President of the Czech Republic, and a meeting with the authorities and Diplomatic Corps. After a private meeting with the President, the Holy Father met with political and civil authorities, the Diplomatic Corps, university leaders, representatives of the Catholic Church, and members of civil society, the world of business, and the world of culture in the country. The Pope recalled that his pastoral visit to the Czech Republic “coincides with the twentieth anniversary of the fall of the totalitarian regimes in Central and Eastern Europe, and the 'Velvet Revolution' which restored democracy to this nation...Two decades after the profound political changes which swept this continent, the process of healing and rebuilding continues, now within the wider context of European unification and an increasingly globalized world.”

The Pope then highlighted that “today, especially among the young, the question again emerges as to the nature of the freedom gained” and on its true characteristics... “Every generation has the task of engaging anew in the arduous search for the right way to order human affairs, seeking to understand the proper use of human freedom...True freedom presupposes the search for truth – for the true good – and hence finds its fulfilment precisely in knowing and doing what is right and just. Truth, in other words, is the guiding norm for freedom, and goodness is freedom’s perfection.”

Benedict XVI then said: “For Christians, truth has a name: God. And goodness has a face: Jesus Christ. The faith of Christians, from the time of Saints Cyril and Methodius and the early missionaries, has in fact played a decisive role in shaping the spiritual and cultural heritage of this country. It must do likewise in the present and into the future.” The Pope then recalled the “role of cohesion at the heart of Europe” in present-day Czech Republic. “For centuries this territory has been a meeting point between various peoples, traditions, and cultures. As we are all aware, it has known painful chapters and carries the scars of tragic events born of misunderstanding, war and persecution. Yet it is also true, that its Christian roots have nourished a remarkable spirit of forgiveness, reconciliation and cooperation...Is it not precisely this spirit that contemporary Europe requires? Europe is more than a continent. It is a home! And freedom finds its deepest meaning in a spiritual homeland. With full respect for the distinction between the political realm and that of religion – which indeed preserves the freedom of citizens to express religious belief and live accordingly – I wish to underline the irreplaceable role of Christianity for the formation of the conscience of each generation and the promotion of a basic ethical consensus that serves every person who calls this continent, 'home!'”

Reflecting on “requires fidelity to the truth which alone is the guarantee of freedom and integral human development,” the Pope recalled that “sensibility to universal truth should never be eclipsed by particular interests, important though they may be... far from threatening the tolerance of differences or cultural plurality, the pursuit of truth makes consensus possible, keeps public debate logical, honest and accountable, and ensures the unity which vague notions of integration simply cannot achieve.”

Mentioning the many “architectural jewels” that adorn the city of Prague, the Pope affirmed that “their beauty expresses faith; they are epiphanies of God that rightly leave us pondering the glorious marvels to which we creatures can aspire when we give expression to the aesthetic and the noetic aspects of our innermost being...The creative encounter of the classical tradition and the Gospel gave birth to a vision of man and society attentive to God’s presence among us. In shaping the cultural patrimony of this continent it insisted that reason does not end with what the eye sees but rather is drawn to what lies beyond, that for which we deeply yearn: the Spirit, we might say, of Creation...Europe, in fidelity to her Christian roots, has a particular vocation to uphold this transcendent vision in her initiatives to serve the common good of individuals, communities, and nations.” In particular, the Holy Father reflected on the importance of the formation of the European youth, encouraging “parents and community leaders who expect authorities to promote the values which integrate the intellectual, human and spiritual dimensions of a sound education worthy of the aspirations of our young.” 

Benedict XVI concluded his address by quoting the motto of the Presidential flag of the Czech Republic “Veritas vincit,” and commented: “In the end, truth does conquer, not by force, but by persuasion, by the heroic witness of men and women of firm principle, by sincere dialogue which looks beyond self-interest to the demands of the common good.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

26 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic – Vespers at St Vitus Cathedral

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (4) - Celebration of Vespers: “may the Lord in his goodness make you like the salt spoken of in the Gospel, salt that gives savour to life, so that you may be faithful laborers in the Lord’s vineyard”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – At 6pm on Saturday, September 26, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Celebration of Vespers with Bishops, priests, religious, seminarians, members of lay movements, and members of the Catholic volunteer associations in the country, in the Cathedral of Saint Vitus in Prague. “Dear brothers and sisters, may the Lord in his goodness make you like the salt spoken of in the Gospel, salt that gives savor to life, so that you may be faithful laborers in the Lord’s vineyard,” the Holy Father said in his homily, addressing those present with these words: “Dear Bishops and priests, it is your task to work tirelessly for the good of those entrusted to your care. Always draw inspiration from the Gospel image of the Good Shepherd...Dear consecrated persons, by professing the evangelical counsels you recall the primacy that each of us must give to God in our lives. By living in community, you bear witness to the enrichment that comes from practicing the commandment of love (cf. Jn 13:34). By your fidelity to this vocation, you will help the men and women of today to let themselves be captivated by God and by the Gospel of his Son (cf. Vita Consecrata, 104). And you, dear young people in seminaries or houses of formation, be sure to acquire a solid cultural, spiritual and pastoral preparation. In this Year of Priests, with which I chose to mark the 150th anniversary of the death of the Curé d’Ars, may you learn from the example of this pastor who was completely dedicated to God and to the care of souls; he was well aware that it was his ministry, nourished by prayer, that constituted his path to sanctification.” 

In his homily, the Pope recalled “your people’s rich history of faith and Christian tradition: a history that is illuminated in particular by the faithfulness of those who sealed their adherence to Christ and to the Church by martyrdom.” In addition to Saints Wenceslaus, Adalbert, John Nepomuk, and Saint Vitus, Benedict XVI recalled to Archbishops from the last century: Cardinals Josef Beran and Frantisek Tomasek, and “many Bishops, priests, men and women religious, and lay faithful, who resisted Communist persecution with heroic fortitude, even to the sacrifice of their lives.” These “courageous friends of Christ” found strength for their testimony from the Gospel. “The heroism of these witnesses to the faith reminds us that only through personal intimacy and a profound bond with Christ is it possible to draw the spiritual vitality needed to live the Christian vocation to the full. Only the love of Christ can make the apostolate effective, especially in moments of difficulty and trial. Love for Christ and for one’s fellow men and women must be the hallmark of every Christian and every community.” The Pope then exhorted all to rekindle love in every parish and community, in the various associations and movements, and nurture this love of Christ “by prayer and listening to his word” to become “builders of unity and peace wherever you go.”

In facing the difficulties in living and bearing witness to the Gospel, in a society still wounded by atheist ideology and often “seduced by the modern mentality of hedonistic consumerism amid a dangerous crisis of human and religious values and a growing drift towards ethical and cultural relativism,” the Pope called for “renewed effort throughout the Church so as to strengthen spiritual and moral values in present-day society.” “Your pastoral activity in the field of educating new generations should be undertaken with particular zeal. Catholic schools should foster respect for the human person; attention should also be given to the pastoral care of young people outside the school environment, without neglecting other groups of the faithful. Christ is for everyone!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

27 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic – Holy Mass at Brno 


VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (5) - Eucharistic Celebration: “Only Christ can be our certain hope. This is the message that we Christians are called to spread every day, through our witness.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – On the morning of Sunday, September 27, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Eucharistic Celebration in the Brno Airport. At the beginning of his homily, he greeted all those present, especially the Mayor of the City of Brno and the President of the Region of Southern Moravia, “a land rich in history and in cultural, industrial and commercial activity,” and the pilgrims from the entire region of Moravia and the Dioceses of Slovakia, Poland, Austria, and Germany.

“Dear friends, regarding the character of today’s liturgical assembly, I gladly supported the decision, mentioned by your Bishop, to base the Scripture readings for Mass on the theme of hope: I supported it in consideration of the people of this beloved land as well as Europe and the whole of humanity, thirsting as it does for something on which to base a firm future. In my second Encyclical, Spe Salvi, I emphasized that the only 'certain' and 'reliable' hope (cf. no. 1) is founded on God. History has demonstrated the absurdities to which man descends when he excludes God from the horizon of his choices and actions, and how hard it is to build a society inspired by the values of goodness, justice and fraternity, because the human being is free and his freedom remains fragile. Freedom has constantly to be won over for the cause of good, and the arduous search for the 'right way to order human affairs' is a task that belongs to all generations.” 

Making reference to the Sunday readings, the Pope said, “And this is the message of salvation, ancient and ever new, that the Church proclaims from generation to generation: Christ crucified and risen, the Hope of humanity!” He then continued “both faith and hope have undergone a “shift”, because they have been relegated to the private and other-worldly sphere, while in day-to-day public life confidence in scientific and economic progress has been affirmed...Technical developments and the improvement of social structures are important and certainly necessary, but they are not enough to guarantee the moral welfare of society. Man needs to be liberated from material oppressions, but more profoundly, he must be saved from the evils that afflict the spirit. And who can save him if not God, who is Love and has revealed his face as almighty and merciful Father in Jesus Christ? Our firm hope is therefore Christ: in him, God has loved us to the utmost and has given us life in abundance, the life that every person, even if unknowingly, longs to possess.” 

Benedict XVI then recalled the many who “suffered in past centuries for remaining faithful to the Gospel, and they did not lose hope,” and still today, in present-day society, “many forms of poverty are born from isolation, from being unloved, from the rejection of God and from a deep-seated tragic closure in man who believes himself to be self-sufficient, or else merely an insignificant and transient datum...only Christ can be our certain hope. This is the message that we Christians are called to spread every day, through our witness.”

At the close of the Mass, the Holy Father in introducing the Angelus, highlighted the joy of finding himself “in the heart of Moravia, Bohemia’s sister territory, a land marked for many centuries by the Christian faith, a land that reminds us of the courageous mission of Saints Cyril and Methodius.” He then recalled its many “Marian shrines that are visited by crowds of pilgrims throughout the year,” and the importance of conserving the popular traditions with deep roots in the past. “At times one cannot help noticing, with a certain nostalgia, that the pace of modern life tends to diminish some elements of a rich heritage of faith. Yet it is important not to lose sight of the ideal expressed by traditional customs, and above all to maintain the spiritual patrimony inherited from your forebears, to guard it and to make it answer to the needs of the present day.” After the prayer of the Angelus, the Pope sent out his greeting, in various languages, to the many faithful present, many of whom were from Moravia and the neighboring dioceses of Slovakia, Poland, Austria, and Germany. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

 27 September –Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic– Meeting with academics in Prague Castle  

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (6) - To the Academic World: “ An understanding of reason that is deaf to the divine and which relegates religions into the realm of subcultures, is incapable of entering into the dialogue of cultures that our world so urgently needs.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – At 6pm on Sunday, September 27, the Holy Father Benedict XVI met with members of the Academic Community in the Prague Castle. Present at the encounter were leaders of the universities of the Czech Republic, as well as a representation of professors and students and members of Cultural Institutions of the State and the Catholic Church. The President of the Czech Republic was also present at the meeting.

“The service of academia, upholding and contributing to the cultural and spiritual values of society, enriches the nation’s intellectual patrimony and strengthens the foundations of its future development,” the Holy Father said in his address, recalling that he had been “a professor, solicitous of the right to academic freedom and the responsibility for the authentic use of reason.” He continued: “While some argue that the questions raised by religion, faith and ethics have no place within the purview of collective reason, that view is by no means axiomatic. The freedom that underlies the exercise of reason – be it in a university or in the Church – has a purpose: it is directed to the pursuit of truth, and as such gives expression to a tenet of Christianity which in fact gave rise to the university. Indeed, man’s thirst for knowledge prompts every generation to broaden the concept of reason and to drink at the wellsprings of faith. It was precisely the rich heritage of classical wisdom, assimilated and placed at the service of the Gospel, which the first Christian missionaries brought to these lands and established as the basis of a spiritual and cultural unity which endures to this day.” 

Benedict XVI then highlighted that “the proper autonomy of a university, or indeed any educational institution, finds meaning in its accountability to the authority of truth. Nevertheless, that autonomy can be thwarted in a variety of ways. The great formative tradition, open to the transcendent, which stands at the base of universities across Europe, was in this land, and others, systematically subverted by the reductive ideology of materialism, the repression of religion and the suppression of the human spirit.” And yet “the yearning for freedom and truth is inalienably part of our common humanity. It can never be eliminated; and, as history has shown, it is denied at humanity’s own peril. It is to this yearning that religious faith, the various arts, philosophy, theology and other scientific disciplines, each with its own method, seek to respond, both on the level of disciplined reflection and on the level of a sound praxis.”

Addressing the distinguished Rectors and Professors, the Holy Father reminded them of their responsibility “enlightening the minds and hearts of the young men and women of today. This grave duty is of course not new...once young people’s understanding of the fullness and unity of truth has been awakened, they relish the discovery that the question of what they can know opens up the vast adventure of how they ought to be and what they ought to do.”

The Pope has highlighted the need to regain “the idea of an integrated education, based on the unity of knowledge grounded in truth...It serves to counteract the tendency, so evident in contemporary society, towards a fragmentation of knowledge.” “What will happen if our culture builds itself only on fashionable arguments, with little reference to a genuine historical intellectual tradition, or on the viewpoints that are most vociferously promoted and most heavily funded? What will happen if in its anxiety to preserve a radical secularism, it detaches itself from its life-giving roots? Our societies will not become more reasonable or tolerant or adaptable but rather more brittle and less inclusive, and they will increasingly struggle to recognize what is true, noble and good.”

In the concluding part of his speech, Benedict XVI revisited the theme of mending of the breach between science and religion, which was a central concern of his predecessor Pope John Paul II. “An understanding of reason that is deaf to the divine and which relegates religions into the realm of subcultures, is incapable of entering into the dialogue of cultures that our world so urgently needs... This confidence in the human ability to seek truth, to find truth and to live by the truth led to the foundation of the great European universities. Surely we must reaffirm this today in order to bring courage to the intellectual forces necessary for the development of a future of authentic human flourishing, a future truly worthy of man.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

28 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic – Holy Mass at Melnik

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (8) - Feast of St. Wenceslaus “who had the courage to prefer the kingdom of heaven to the enticement of worldly power. His gaze never moved away from Jesus Christ, who suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – On the morning of Monday, September 28, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Church of St. Wenceslaus in Stara Boleslav. After a moment of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, he visited the crypt of the Mausoleum of the Czech Nation, where a relic of the Saint is on display. He then said a Mass on an esplanade on the way to Melnik. “This morning, we are gathered around the altar for the glorious commemoration of the martyr Saint Wenceslaus,” the Pope said in the homily. “He shed his blood in your land...This great saint, whom you are pleased to call the “eternal” Prince of the Czechs, invites us always to follow Christ faithfully, he invites us to be holy. He himself is a model of holiness for all people, especially the leaders of communities and peoples.” The Pope then asked: “in our day, is holiness still relevant? Or is it now considered unattractive and unimportant?” 

Reflecting on the past century, which “saw the fall of a number of powerful figures who had apparently risen to almost unattainable heights,” Benedict XVI said: “Those who denied and continue to deny God, and in consequence have no respect for man, appear to have a comfortable life and to be materially successful. Yet one need only scratch the surface to realize how sad and unfulfilled these people are. Only those who maintain in their hearts a holy 'fear of God' can also put their trust in man and spend their lives building a more just and fraternal world. Today there is a need for believers with credibility, who are ready to spread in every area of society the Christian principles and ideals by which their action is inspired. This is holiness, the universal vocation of all the baptized, which motivates people to carry out their duty with fidelity and courage, looking not to their own selfish interests but to the common good, seeking God’s will at every moment.”

After quoting the Gospel from the Mass, in which Jesus proposes the “narrow” path of holiness to his disciples, the Holy Father commented: “ Without doubt, this is hard language, difficult to accept and put into practice, but the testimony of the saints assures us that it is possible for all who trust and entrust themselves to Christ. Their example encourages those who call themselves Christian to be credible, that is, consistent with the principles and the faith that they profess. It is not enough to appear good and honest: one must truly be so...This is the lesson we can learn from Saint Wenceslaus, who had the courage to prefer the kingdom of heaven to the enticement of worldly power. His gaze never moved away from Jesus Christ, who suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”

The Pope then recalled that “the young prince Wenceslaus remained faithful to the Gospel teachings he had learned from his saintly grandmother, the martyr Ludmila,” “he took steps to spread the Christian faith” “he was benevolent to the poor, clothed the naked, gave food to the hungry, welcomed pilgrims, just as the Gospel enjoins. He did not allow injustice to be done to widows, he loved all people, whether poor or rich.” “Wenceslaus died as a martyr for Christ. It is interesting to note that, by killing him, his brother Boleslaus succeeded in taking possession of the throne of Prague, but the crown placed on the heads of his successors did not bear his name. Rather, it bears the name of Wenceslaus...This fact is judged as a miraculous intervention by God, who does not abandon his faithful: 'the conquered innocent defeated the cruel conqueror just as Christ did on the cross,' and the blood of the martyr did not cry out for hatred or revenge, but rather for pardon and peace.” Benedict XVI concluded his homily inviting those present to pray, that like Saint Wenceslaus, “we too may walk along the path of holiness. It is certainly difficult, since faith is always exposed to multiple challenges, but when we allow ourselves to be drawn towards God who is Truth, the path becomes decisive, because we experience the power of his love.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2009)

28 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic– Meeting with young pilgrims 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (9) - Message to the Youth: “The Pope asks you to live your faith with joy and enthusiasm; to grow in unity among yourselves and with Christ.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – At the close of the Mass celebrated on the esplanade on the way to Melnik in Stara Boleslav, on September 28, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the youth that had come the evening before in pilgrimage to the site of the martyrdom of Saint Wenceslaus and spent the night before the Pope's Mass on the esplanade.

“Dear friends, it is not hard to see that in every young person there is an aspiration towards happiness, sometimes tinged with anxiety: an aspiration that is often exploited, however, by present-day consumerist society in false and alienating ways. Instead, that longing for happiness must be taken seriously, it demands a true and comprehensive response. At your age, the first major choices are made, choices that can set your lives on a particular course, for better or worse. Unfortunately, many of your contemporaries allow themselves to be led astray by illusory visions of spurious happiness, and then they find themselves sad and alone.”

The Pope invited all to “consider the experience of Saint Augustine, who said that the heart of every person is restless until it finds what it truly seeks. And he discovered that Jesus Christ alone is the answer that can satisfy his and every person’s desire for a life of happiness, filled with meaning and value. As he did with Augustine, so the Lord comes to meet each one of you. He knocks at the door of your freedom and asks to be welcomed as a friend. He wants to make you happy, to fill you with humanity and dignity. The Christian faith is this: encounter with Christ, the living Person who gives life a new horizon and thereby a definitive direction.”

The Holy Father continued: “The Lord calls each of us by name, and entrusts to us a specific mission in the Church and in society.” He then exhorted the youth to become aware of the fact that by Baptism they have become children of God and members of his Body, the Church.

“Jesus constantly renews his invitation to you to be his disciples and his witnesses,” said Benedict XVI, mentioning the call to marriage and to forming a Christian family: “Society needs Christian families, saintly families!” He then launched a special appeal, in this Year for Priests, that youth called to follow Jesus in the priestly ministry or consecrated life, may not hesitate to respond to his call: “The Church in every country, including this one, needs many holy priests and also persons fully consecrated to the service of Christ, Hope of the world.”

Benedict XVI then mentioned the experience of World Youth Day: “You, my dear young people, are the hope of the Church! She expects you to become messengers of hope, as happened last year in Australia, during World Youth Day, that great manifestation of youthful faith that I was able to experience personally, and in which some of you took part. Many more of you will be able to come to Madrid in August 2011. I invite you here and now to participate in this great gathering of young people with Christ in the Church.” Lastly, he told the youth: “The Pope asks you to live your faith with joy and enthusiasm; to grow in unity among yourselves and with Christ; to pray and to be diligent in frequenting the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Confession; to take seriously your Christian formation, remaining ever obedient to the teachings of your Pastors.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2009)

28 September 2009 –Apostolic Visit to the Czech Republic  - Farewell Ceremony
VATICAN - Benedict XVI in the Czech Republic (10) - Farewell Ceremony: “The Church in this country has been truly blessed with a remarkable array of missionaries and martyrs, as well as contemplative saints.”

Prague (Agenzia Fides) – At 5:15pm, on Monday, September 28, at the Stara Ruzyne Airport, a Farewell Ceremony was held for the Holy Father as he left the Czech Republic. After the speech given by the President of the Republic, the Holy Father thanked everyone “for their generous hospitality,” and assured: “I shall treasure the memory of the moments of prayer that I was able to spend together with the Bishops, priests and faithful of this country.” Particularly moving, Benedict XVI said, was the Mass celebrated on the site of the martyrdom of the young duke Wenceslaus, and venerating his tomb inside the Cathedral. “in Moravia, where Saints Cyril and Methodius launched their apostolic mission, I was able to reflect in prayerful thanksgiving on the origins of Christianity in this region, and indeed throughout the Slavic territories. The Church in this country has been truly blessed with a remarkable array of missionaries and martyrs, as well as contemplative saints, among whom I would single out Saint Agnes of Bohemia, whose canonization just twenty years ago providentially heralded the liberation of this country from atheist oppression.”

In his farewell address, Benedict XVI also highlighted “the importance of ecumenical dialogue in this land which suffered so much from the consequences of religious division at the time of the Thirty Years’ War” and the important role of the academic community in building society, “through its uncompromising search for truth.” “I was especially delighted to meet the young people, and to encourage them to build on the best traditions of this nation’s past, particularly its Christian heritage.”

Lastly, the greeting to the President of the Republic and all those present: “I thank you once again and I promise to remember you in my prayers and to carry you in my heart. May God bless the Czech Republic! May the Holy Infant of Prague continue to inspire and guide you and all the families of this nation! May God bless all of you!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/9/2009)

29 September 2009 – Video Message to participants at International Retreat for Priests
VATICAN - Video Message of the Holy Father to the International Retreat for Priests: “The priest, man of the divine Word and of sacred things, must be today, more than ever, a man of joy and hope.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The priest, man of the divine Word and of sacred things, must be today, more than ever, a man of joy and hope. To men who can no longer conceive that God is pure Love, he will always affirm that life is worth living, and that Christ gives it all its meaning because he loves men, all men.” And this is “one of the greatest challenges of our time,” said the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Video Message aired during the International Retreat for Priests, which is being held September 27 – October 3 in Ars, on the theme: “The Joy of Being a Priest: Consecrated for the Salvation of the World."

The Holy Father affirmed: “In this Year for Priests, we are all called to explore and rediscover the grandeur of the sacrament that has configured us forever to Christ the High Priest and has 'consecrated' all of us 'in truth.' Chosen among men, the priest continues to be one of them and is called to serve them giving them the life of God...Our priestly vocation is a treasure that we bear in earthen vessels. St. Paul expressed happily the infinite distance that exists between our vocation and the poverty of the answer we can give to God.”

Benedict XVI then reflected on the “link between the Year of St. Paul and the Year for Priests” with these words: “Let us keep present in our ears and in the depth of our heart the Apostle's exclamation full of confidence, who said: 'for when I am weak, then I am strong' (2 Corinthians 12:10). Awareness of this weakness opens us to intimacy with God, who gives us strength and joy. The more the priest perseveres in friendship with God, the more he will continue the work of the Redeemer on earth. The priest is no longer for himself, but for all.”

After highlighting the fact that “the religion of the Cure d'Ars is a religion of joy, not a morbid seeking of mortification, as sometimes has been believed” and thus, the priest “must be today, more than ever, a man of joy and hope,” Benedict XVI greeted “with particular affection” the priests “who have the pastoral charge of several churches and who spend yourselves without counting the cost to maintain a sacramental life in your different communities.” After expressing the “immense recognition” of the Church for them, he exhorts them not to lose heart: “continue praying so that numerous young men will agree to respond to Christ's call. Christ does not fail to want to increase the number of his apostles to carry out the mission in his fields.”

The Holy Father then invited the priests to reflect on the great number of Masses celebrated and that will be celebrated, the countless absolutions to “perceive in this moment the infinite fecundity of the sacrament of [holy] orders.” “Your hands, your lips, become, in the space of an instant, the hands and lips of God. You bear Christ in yourselves; you have, by grace, entered in the Holy Trinity...This consideration should help to harmonize relations between priests in order to bring about that priestly community to which St. Peter exhorts to form the body of Christ, up built in love.”

Another characteristic that the Holy Father mentioned was the priest as “man of the future,” “the Mass is the only point of union between the means and the End, because it allows us already to contemplate, under the humble appearance of bread and wine, the Body and Blood of him whom we will adore in eternity. The simple but profound phrases of the saintly Cure on the Eucharist help us to perceive better the richness of that unique moment of the day in which we live a vivifying face to face [encounter] for ourselves and for each one of the faithful...I encourage you to reinforce your faith and that of the faithful in the sacrament you celebrate which is the source of true joy.”

In concluding his Message, the Holy Father repeated that “nothing will ever replace the ministry of priests in the life of the Church” (Homily during the Mass of Sept. 13, 2008, on the Esplanade des Invalides, Paris) and reminded priests that they have been “chosen by Christ himself to be, thanks to him, salt of the earth and light of the world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 30/9/2009)

30 September 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - In General Audience, Benedict XVI recalls highlights of Apostolic Journey to Czech Republic: “It was a real pilgrimage and, at the same time, a mission in the heart of Europe.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “ It was a real pilgrimage and, at the same time, a mission in the heart of Europe: a pilgrimage, because Bohemia and Moravia have been for more than a millennium lands of faith and holiness; a mission, because Europe needs to find God again and in his love, the firm foundation of hope.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said during his General Audience on Wednesday, September 30, in the Vatican, where he recalled highlights from his recent Apostolic Journey to the Czech Republic.

He highlighted: “'The Love of Christ Is Our Strength': This was the theme of the journey, an affirmation that echoes the faith of so many heroic witnesses of the distant and recent past -- I am thinking in particular of the past century. But, [also a theme] which above all wishes to interpret the certainty of today's Christians. Yes, our strength is the love of Christ! A strength that inspires and animates true revolutions, peaceful and liberating, and which sustains us in moments of crisis, allowing us to rise again when liberty, arduously recovered, runs the risk of losing itself, [of losing] its own truth.”

Benedict XVI, after recalling the cordial reception of the President of the Republic and the Bishops' Conference, gave thanks to all the civil and military authorities and those who had helped contribute to the successful outcome of the trip, he reflected on the first part of his trip, in the Church of Our Lady of Victory, where the Infant of Prague is venerated. “I prayed for all children, for their parents, and for the future of the family. The real 'victory' for which we pray today to Mary, is the victory of love and of life in the family and in society!” 

In the Prague Castle, “addressing the political and civil authorities and the diplomatic corps, I referred to the indissoluble bond that must always exist between liberty and truth. It is not necessary to fear the truth, because it is the friend of man and of his liberty...Those who exercise responsibilities in the political and educational field must be able to distill from the light of that truth what is the reflection of the eternal wisdom of the Creator; and they are called to give witness of it themselves with their lives.”

In the splendid Prague Cathedral, he led the celebration of Vespers with priests, religious, seminarians, and a group of laity from Church movements and associations. “This is a difficult moment for the Central Eastern European community: To the consequences of the long winter of atheist totalitarianism, are being added the noxious effects of a certain Western secularism and consumerism. Because of this I have encouraged all to draw new energies from the Risen Lord, to be able to be evangelical leaven in the society and to commit themselves, as is already happening, to charitable activities, and even more so to educational and school activities,” the Pope commented.

This strong message of hope, “founded on faith in Christ,” resounded also in the two great Masses in Brno, the capital of Moravia, and Stara Boleslav, site of the martyrdom of Saint Wenceslaus, Patron of the Nation. “Moravia makes us think immediately of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, evangelizers of the Slavic peoples and, hence, of the inexhaustible force of the Gospel that, as a river of healing waters, crosses history and continents, taking life and salvation everywhere,” said Benedict XVI, later recalling the testimony of Wenceslaus, the young King of Bohemia, who stood out for his exemplary Christian testimony and placed the Kingdom of Heaven above desires for earthly power. “To the numerous young people present in the Mass of St. Wenceslaus, also from neighboring nations, I addressed the invitation to recognize in Christ their truest friend, who satisfies the most profound aspirations of the human heart.”

Lastly, the Holy Father recalled the ecumenical encounter and the encounter with the academic community. The Czech Republic has experienced “harsh conflicts between Christians” in its history, however “the effort to progress together toward a fuller and more visible unity among ourselves, believers in Christ, makes stronger and more effective the common endeavor for the rediscovery of the Christian roots of Europe,” the Pope said. “This last aspect, which my beloved predecessor John Paul II so kept in his heart, also arose in the meeting with rectors of universities, representatives of professors and students and other relevant personalities of the cultural realm. In this context, I stressed the role of the university, one of the basic structures of Europe...The university of studies is a vital environment for society, guarantee of liberty and development, as demonstrated by the fact that precisely in university circles the movement began in Prague of the so-called Velvet Revolution. Twenty years after that historic event, I have again proposed the idea of integral formation, based on the unity of knowledge rooted in truth, to respond to a new dictatorship, that of relativism combined with the dominance of technology.” The Holy Father concluded his talk during the General Audience with this exhortation: “To the brothers and sisters of the Czech Republic I renew a message of hope and an invitation to the value of the good, to build the present and future of Europe.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 1/10/2009)

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of the Priesthood

“ It is not easy to sum up the broad philosophical, theological and mystical doctrine that St Bonaventure bequeathed to us. In this Year for Priests I would like to invite priests especially to learn from this great Doctor of the Church, to deepen their knowledge of his teaching on wisdom rooted in Christ” (Address in Piazza Sant’Agostino, Bagnoregio, Italy, 6 September 2009).
“ Thus, [prudence], the first cardinal virtue of the priest as minister of Jesus Christ consists in letting himself be moulded by the truth that Christ shows us. [...]Let us not allow ourselves to be guided by what we see through the small window of our personal astuteness, but, rather, let us look at the world and at human beings through the large window that Christ has opened to us on the whole truth and thus recognize what truly counts in life. ” (Mass with Ordination of Bishops, 12 September 2009)

Religious consecration

“ Dear consecrated persons, by professing the evangelical counsels you recall the primacy that each of us must give to God in our lives. By living in community, you bear witness to the enrichment that comes from practising the commandment of love (cf. Jn 13:34). By your fidelity to this vocation, you will help the men and women of today to let themselves be captivated by God and by the Gospel of his Son (cfr Vita consecrata, 104)”. (Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic– Vespers in the Cathedral of St Vitus in Prague, 26 September 2009)

Ecumenism

“ For my part, I feel it is my main duty to encourage the synodality so dear to Eastern ecclesiology and acknowledged with appreciation by the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. [...] The ecumenical horizon is often connected with the interreligious outlook. In these two areas the whole Church needs the experience of coexistence, which your Churches have developed since the first Christian millennium”. (Meeting with Eastern Catholic Patriarchs and Major Bishops, 19 September 2009)

Eucharist

“[Saint Odo] wrote: "God, Creator of all things, took the bread saying that this was his Body and that he would offer it for the world, and he distributed the wine, calling it his Blood"; now, "it is a law of nature that the change should come about in accordance with the Creator's command", and thus "nature immediately changes its usual condition: the bread instantly becomes flesh, and the wine becomes blood"” (General Audience 2 September 2009 ).

Childhood
“ In the Holy Infant of Prague we contemplate the beauty of childhood and the fondness that Jesus Christ has always shown for little ones [...].Yet how many children are neither loved, nor welcomed nor respected! How many of them suffer violence and every kind of exploitation by the unscrupulous! May children always be accorded the respect and attention that are due to them: they are the future and the hope of humanity!” (Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic, visit to the statue of the Holy Infant Jesus of Prague in the Church of Our Lady Victorious, 26 September 2009)

Freedom

“ The yearning for freedom and truth is inalienably part of our common humanity. It can never be eliminated; and, as history has shown, it is denied at humanity’s own peril. It is to this yearning that religious faith, the various arts, philosophy, theology and other scientific disciplines, each with its own method, seek to respond, both on the level of disciplined reflection and on the level of a sound praxis. ”. (Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic – meeting with the academics 27 September 2009)

Mission 

“ The man consecrated must be filled with and live on the Spirit of God. He must bring to the poor the Good News the true freedom and hope that gives life to human beings and heal them. He must establish the Priesthood of Christ among men and women, the Priesthood after the order of Melchizedek, that is, the kingdom of justice and peace”. (Holy Mass with the ordination of Bishops, 12 September 2009)

It is the duty of the Church, called to be a seed of hope, to continue Christ's service in the world. The measure of her mission and service is not material or even spiritual needs limited to the sphere of temporal existence, but instead, it is transcendent salvation, fulfilled in the Kingdom of God (Message for World Mission Sunday, 5 September 2009 )

Wisdom

“Science tells us much and is useful under certain aspects, but wisdom is knowledge of the essential - knowledge of the purpose of our existence and how we must live our life for it to be good ”. (Holy Mass with former pupils, 14 September 2009)

Present day challenges

“ History has demonstrated the absurdities to which man descends when he excludes God from the horizon of his choices and actions, and how hard it is to build a society inspired by the values of goodness, justice and fraternity, because the human being is free and his freedom remains fragile. Freedom has constantly to be won over for the cause of good, and the arduous search for the “right way to order human affairs” is a task that belongs to all generations”. (Apostolic Visit to Czech Republic – Holy Mass at Brno, 27 September 2009)

Theological virtues 

“ Faith, therefore, is a perfecting of our cognitive capacities and participation in the knowledge that God has of himself and of the world: we perceive hope as a preparation for the encounter with the Lord that will mark the complete fulfilment of that friendship which binds us to him from this moment. And love introduces us to divine life, making us view all men and women as brothers and sisters, in accordance with the will of our common heavenly Father. (Address in Piazza Sant’Agostino, Bagnoregio, Italy, 6 September
· QUAESTIONES

Year of the Priesthood – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - Year for Priests: Archdiocese of San Jose celebrates a “Week of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests”

San Jose (Agenzia Fides) – Since Sunday, September 6, the Archdiocese of San Jose (Costa Rica) has been celebrating a “Week of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests.” The initiative is part of the Year for Priests declared by the Holy Father Benedict XVI and will conclude the following Sunday, September 13, with Seminary Day. On Thursday, September 10, there will be a Holy Hour held in all the parishes and religious communities of the Archdiocese, for the sanctification of priests. The Vicar for Clergy, Fr. Eliecer Figueroa, recalled that “it is important to present our fervent desires to Jesus in the Eucharist, praying for the sanctification of priests and, with great intensity, the perseverance of those who are already on the path of formation in the seminary.” 

Fr. Figueroa also asked for prayers for all families, “that from them may come new vocations to the priesthood and religious life.” During the weekend, in the Masses celebrated in all the parishes, there will be a special collection taken up for the needs of the Seminary. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2009)

Year of the Priesthood – AMERICA/PERU - Letter from the Archbishop of Lima to the clergy for the Year for Priests: “To live our vocation with the joy that comes from knowing we are Sons of God in Christ...”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - “Joy is the characteristic that we should emanate in every aspect of our life: when we preach, when we celebrate the Mass, when we are at the office, when we administer the Sacrament of Reconciliation.” These were the words of Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, Archbishop of Lima, in his letter to the clergy published September 21, Feast of St. Matthew Apostle and Evangelist, for the Year for Priests.

Beginning his letter with a quote from Saint Paul's Letter to the Philippians (4:4-7): “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice!,” the Cardinal invites priests, especially during this Year, to “live our vocation with the joy that comes from knowing we are Sons of God in Christ. In a special way, through the Sacrament of Holy Orders, we participate in the One Priesthood of Christ. This joy also come from a heart that is pure and in love with Christ, who acts in each one of us priests.”

Cardinal Cipriani recalled that oftentimes the faithful approach priests with greater devotion and trust when they see them serene and joyful, transmitting the peace that Christ has placed in their hearts. “On the contrary, when we appear with a sour look on our face and with an air of annoyance, or with a tone of frustration or bother in our voice, the faithful think: this priest is not happy with his ministry, let's not bother him and let's go look for another.” The Archbishop of Lima, therefore, encourages priests to search deep in their own hearts for the motivations that can be an obstacle to that joy, in order to correct them or confess them, and continues: “In this Year for Priests, make resolutions for a serious and constant personal conversion, and be convinced that God's love for you is infinitely merciful and He is always seeking you out, to give you His peace and joy.”

Before concluding his Letter, the Cardinal Archbishop of Lima recalls that “the best vocational promotion is a joyful priest,” and encourages all the clergy to work intensely in this Year for Priests, on the path towards holiness, so that “the light of the call may shine before many young people.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2009)

Year of the Priesthood – ASIA/CHINA - Diocese of Ning Xia celebrates Congress of Year for Priests with their 98-year-old Bishop

Yin Chuan (Agenzia Fides) – The celebration of the Year for Priests, in communion with the Universal Church and following the guidelines given by Pope Benedict XVI, continues to be a more widely participated event among Catholics on the mainland. Agenzia Fides received news that the Diocese of Ning Xia, in the northwestern part of the continent, celebrated a Congress for the Year for Priests on the feast of the Queenship of Mary on August 22. It was the largest gathering of the diocese, in the presence of its 98-year-old Bishop Liu Jing Shan. During his address, Bishop Joseph Li Jing, Coadjutor Bishop, highlighted the reason behind the date chosen: “we call for the maternal intercession of Our Lady for priests, faithful, and the diocese.” He also presented the life of St. John Mary Vianney, recommending three points: “the faithful should take spiritual care of the priests (not only the priests of the faithful); the priest should give his all in trying to be a good priest, with the help of the Lord and everyone; the priest should also be a good pastor.” In his address, the Coadjutor also asked the priests not to neglect making their Confession nor hearing the confessions of the faithful, as the Sacrament of Reconciliation is fundamental. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 09/09/2009)

Year of the Priesthood – EUROPE/POLAND - “Faithful to Mary and Her Son Jesus”: Marian Procession in the Archdiocese of Czestochowa at the Shrine of Jasna Gora, in honor of the Year for Priests

Czestochowa (Agenzia Fides) - “Faithful to Mary and Her Son Jesus” was the guiding theme for the celebration of Vespers and the Marian Procession held in the Archdiocese of Czestochowa, at the Shrine of the Black Madonna of Jasna Gora, in honor of the Year for Priests. The Marian Procession with the image of the Madonna of Czestochowa, Patroness of the City, was organized on August 25, beginning at the Cathedral of the Holy Family of Nazareth in Czestochowa and ending at Jasna Gora.

According to information sent to Agenzia Fides, the celebration was presided by Archbishop Stanislaw Nowak of Czestochowa, who in the homily during the Solemn Vespers mentioned that, “we should be faithful to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and faithful to Jesus. In the Year for Priests, we also pray for priests and for new vocations.” The Marian Procession was attended by faithful from all over the Archdiocese, priests, religious, seminarians, and members of ecclesial movements. (MF/SL) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2009)
Year of the Priesthood – EUROPE/SPAIN - Priests and catechists of Granada meet to reflect on “Vocation and Catechesis,” in this Year for Priests

Granada (Agenzia Fides) - “Vocation and catechesis” is the theme of the 9th Interdiocesan Encounter of priests and catechists of the Archdiocese of Granada, scheduled to begin today, September 25 and last until September 27. As a statement sent to Agenzia Fides informs, the workshops will be held at the “San Cecilio” Major Seminary, beginning at 7pm, with a moment of prayer. This will be followed by an address from Archbishop Francisco Javier Martinez Fernandez of Granada, on the theme of the Year for Priests, which will be the main focus of the Encounter. 

Among the speakers will be the Catechetical Representative for Granada, Fr. Juan Carlos Navarro, who will speak on “Catechesis as a vocational proposal”; the Catechetical Representative for Cartagena, Fr. Miguel Angel Gil, who will speak on “Catechesis and the universal call to holiness”; the Vice-Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Granada, Sr. Teresa Rodriguez, will present the “Three Christian vocations.” On September 26, there will be Eucharistic Adoration and celebration of Vespers, and the encounter will conclude on September 27, with a talk on “The catechist, vocational companion,” given by Sub-Representative for Catechesis in Cartagena, Fr. Jose Antonio Rodriguez, along with a presentation of the new edition of the First Stage of the Catechetical Itinerary, by Bishop Anton Martinez Riquelme of Cartagena. The encounter will conclude with a Mass. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2009)

Human Rights –, AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Cardinal Bergoglio on the anniversary of the International Convention on the Rights of Immigrant Workers: “It's worth fighting for an end to slavery.”

Buenos Aires (Agenzia Fides) - “It's worth fighting for an end to slavery” and “crying out so that this infernal system of exclusion and marginalization may experience a change of heart.” This is what Cardinal Jorge M. Bergoglio, Archbishop of Buenos Aires and Primate of Argentina, said during the Mass celebrated on September 4 in Plaza Constitucion, on the the anniversary of the International Convention on the Rights of Immigrant Workers, with the theme: “With hope, words, and actions, working for a just, free, and worthy society for all.”

The Cardinal expressed his closeness and solidarity with all those who suffer situations of slavery or marginalization in the cities. “We should all fight together,” so that the road to justice may be opened. “Let cry out with strength and without fear. No to slavery, no to children, men, and women who are treated like refuse,” the Archbishop of Buenos Aires said. “They want to take away our strength and rob our dignity,” and thus the need to remain united “to have fewer slaves.” Among the causes that have increased slavery in the country, the Archbishop says, is the spread of corruption. There is a city that “does not realize that it is selling its own children, excluding them and enslaving them.” In brief, “they are disposed of and treated like merchandise.”

The Mass was offered for all women rescued from prostitution networks, for the victims of abuse in the workplace, and for all those forced to work illegally. During the offertory, several women presented a net with photographs of missing women, victims of criminal organizations, along with other symbolic gifts.

For the second consecutive year, the Mass presided by Cardinal Bergoglio has been organized by the Oblate Sisters of the Most Holy Redeemer, of the parishes of Boca-Barracas-Constitucion and the Immigration Department of the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires. The celebration was also attended by the “Cooperativa La Alameda” and the Movement of Excluded Workers (MTE), organizations working on denouncing cases of abuse and trafficking of persons. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 7/9/2009)

Human Rights – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - Church opposes bill for “a secular state: A democracy without values...easily becomes a dictatorship and ends up betraying its own people.”

San Jose (Agenzia Fides) - “A democracy without values...easily becomes a dictatorship and ends up betraying its own people.” This is what is read in the Message signed by Cardinal Hugo Barrantes Urena, Archbishop of San Jose (Costa Rica) and President of the Costa Rican Bishops' Conference, in addressing the bill no. 17511 being proposed by the “Movement of a secular state in Costa Rica.” According to its promoters, the bill is aimed at safeguarding the religious freedom of citizens, through the modifications of Articles 74 and 194 of the Political Constitution. For the Bishops, however, this is a “false intention,” because “the present formulation of Article 75 and the juridical interpretation of the Constitutional Court” already cover the religious freedom of the people, “in full harmony with the international code and the Social Doctrine of the Church.”

The members of the Movement for a Secular State are obviously “opposed to the Gospel and Christian ethics taught by the Church” and have an “evidently personal interest” that “presents an obstacle in the search for the true common good,” and discredits them as “supposed defenders of religious freedom,” the signers said.

According to members of the Costa Rican Bishops' Conference, the proposal, not only “does not reflect the will of the majority of voters,” but is an attempt to modify the Constitution, which as a fruit of our national identity, has permitted a healthy, respectful and balanced collaboration between the State and Church, in what concerns the integral development of our country.” At the same time, “the suppression of God's name by the constitutional sentence shows a lamentable secularism, completely opposed to the concept of just autonomy of the political community and the Church,” and as the Holy Father Benedict XVI affirms, without God public life “loses motivations and politics takes on an oppressive and aggressive nature.” Therefore, “our opposition to the bill in question is based on the defense of principles and values that favor an authentic democracy, and not the search for supposed privileges, because “A democracy without values...easily becomes a dictatorship and ends up betraying its own people,” the Bishops' Message concludes. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 28/9/2009)

Human Rights – ASIA/INDONESIA - Law on stoning for adultery approved: Church and human rights organizations show concern

Banda Aceh (Agenzia Fides) – The Church in Indonesia is showing great concern after the approval of a new law in the Province of Aceh, in the northern part of the island of Sumatra, which calls for the authorization of the sharia in stoning (therefore, the death penalty) for women caught in adultery. The law has been unanimously approved in the Regional Assembly and will take effect in one month. The law also calls for the application of other aspects of the sharia, inflicting extremely severe punishments for other immoral behaviors, such as homosexuality, which can be punished by 8 years in jail. 

The people of the Province of Aceh have fought a long separatist war against Indonesia, which ended in 2005. Since then, it has been given a great autonomy and has progressively adopted stricter application of the Islamic law.

The news of the new law has caused great concern in the Christian community on the island and in all Indonesia. NGOs, defenders of human rights, academics, and jurists have all openly condemned the law, calling it “contrary to every respect for human rights.” “Stoning goes against the Indonesian Constitution; it is cruel, inhumane, and degrading to humanity,” several observers and members of Indonesian political parties said.

The gradual strict application of the Islamic law has made the province increasingly hostile to non-Muslim citizens. In the capital city of Banda Aceh there is one Catholic parish and about 1,500 Catholics in a population of 200,000 inhabitants. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2009)

Human Rights – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Petition to abolish the “Law on Blasphemy”

Islamabad (Agenzia Fides) – Christians in Pakistan are working against the controversial law on blasphemy. The Justice and Commission of the Pakistani Bishops' Conference, has called for the signing of a petition to be presented to the government, calling for an abolition of the law. Specifically speaking, they refer to articles 295 b and c and 298 a, b, and c of the Pakistani Penal Code, which have to do with the laws over blasphemy which are often used against religious minorities like Christians and Ahmadi.

The Code condemns “any who with words or writings, gestures, or visible manifestations, direct or indirect insinuations, insult the sacred name of the Prophet.” The punishments for violating the law are life in prison or the death penalty.

The initiative of the petition was launched recently, following fresh violence suffered by Christians in Kasur, Gojra, and other places in the country. In particular, a statement from Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, President of the Bishops' Conference, mentions “the attacks in Gojra are an emblematic sign of the abuse of the law on blasphemy and its consequences. It has been used to justify violence and aggression.”

The Christian community in Pakistan and the other religious communities, which often suffer from these abuses of the law on blasphemy, have been calling for modifications and abolition of the punishments. President Pervez Musharraf tried to reform the law in 2000, however he was unable to because of pressures from fundamentalists groups and religious parties.

The Church has always been opposed to a law that was defined by Archbishop Saldanha as “unjust and discriminatory.” Thus, he has officially called for its abrogation with various public appeals, in the name of justice, equality, and respect for human rights for all Pakistani citizens, whatever religion they may be.

The human rights associations denounce the fact that the conditions of Christian minorities have worsened in recent months and that there is a widespread custom of using the law against blasphemy to do away with adversaries, enemies, disliked persons, and especially, members of religious minorities.

According to data gathered by the Justice and Peace Commission, the abuse of the law has brought numerous innocent persons to be deprived of their freedom and be at risk for losing their lives. From 1986 to 2009, 964 people have been accused of blasphemy and in many cases, the court has ruled that the accusations were false and unfounded. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 01/09/2009)

Family – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Archbishop of Rosario: “Placing de facto unions on par with marriage implies downplaying the values of marriage and the family.”

Rosario (Agenzia Fides) - “Placing de facto unions on par with marriage implies downplaying the values of marriage and the family.” This is what Archbishop Jose Luis Mollaghan of Rosario said in recent days, in reference to the draft bill on de facto couples, under examination in the Province.

As a statement sent from the Archdiocese of Rosario to Agenzia Fides explains, Archbishop Mollaghan has asked those concerned to “reflect on the common good, especially in terms of the inestimable wealth of marriage and the family.” First of all, he said, there is a need to “clarify terms, seeing as the confusion leads to a losing sight of the real implication of de facto couples, both now and in terms of the future.” The Archbishop finds it impossible to “accept a similar recognition without an ethical and cultural foundation that justifies it.” These kinds of stable relationships, although they express bonds similar to marriage, “are naturally not and cannot be so.” Thus, “placing de facto unions on par with the value of marriage, which is a stable union between a man and a woman, with ethical values integrated into the culture,” means “minimizing the value of it, as well as that of the family,” in addition to creating an imbalance in the children.

A similar law, the statement reads, “cannot be lacking in a profound relationship with morality, as the good should form a part of every law.” In this sense, “a real law cannot only express the will of the lawmaker or of a majority, but should have an ontological dimension and lead to the true good.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2009)

Family – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - President of Bishops' Conference on the bill for homosexual unions: the Church sees the family as “a value of utmost importance, to be defended from anything that could threaten its unity or existence”

San Jose (Agenzia Fides) – Approve unions between persons of the same sex is an unconstitutional action. This is what was affirmed by Archbishop Hugo Barrantes Hurena of San Jose, President of the Costa Rican Bishops' Conference, in reference to the draft bill being considered in the local government.

Giving an address on September 3, in front of the Human Rights Commission of the Legislative Assembly, the Prelate mentioned that “protecting the intrinsic nature of the family institution” is an obligation of the State and that “no union between persons of the same sex can be founded on full marital consent.”

During his address, Archbishop Barrantes made reference to the various fundamental texts, unclusing the Universal Human Rights Declaration, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Convention on Children's Rights, and the nation's Constitution. Analyzing the issue, the Archbishop of San Jose mentioned how five of the main reports on this issue “address the juridical nature of the family institution and all do so in a completely similar manner,” concluding that “the family is a natural element and is fundamental to the state.” Thus, the family itself “should receive the maximum protection from the state, especially in the moment of its constitution and throughout the process of raising children.”

Making reference to the draft bill in question, the President of the Costa Rican Bishops' Conference noted that although the Preamble mentions “unions between persons of the same sex, as distinct from marriage,” the general impression of the bill “reflects the contrary,” and thus, the subtle desire to “place these unions on the same level as marriage, whether it be in rights or in duties, and not only in questions of patrimony but also in personal rights.” The bill is “evidently contrary” to the national Constitution, which considers marriage as the “essential basis of the family,” therefore beneficiary of a special protection on the part of the government.

In concluding his address, Archbishop Hugo Barrantes mentioned that the Church sees the family as “a value of utmost importance, to be defended from anything that could threaten its unity or existence” and exhorted those present to carry out their mission “with sincerity, rectitude, charity, and courage,” making laws on the basis of ethical principals and in favor of the common good.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2009)

Youth – ASIA/CHINA - Catholic youth association begins in rural part of the Diocese of Jin Zhong, to encourage youth to be “salt of the earth and light of the world”

Yu Ci (Agenzia Fides) – The Catholic youth association “Salt of the Earth and Light of the World,” which is open to Catholic youth in the Qi Xian district of the Diocese of Jin Zhong (today Yu Ci) of the Province of Shan Xi, was officially begun on August 23, with a solemn Mass, “to enrich the faith life of the youth,” says Parish Pastor Fr. Zhu Tuan Cheng, along with the lay assistants who are promoting the new association. In accord with the principle of “to love the Lord and neighbor, support the needy,” the local Catholics hope to “strengthen the sense of responsibility towards the Church's and society's future, deepening the faith of the young people, promoting their collaboration, and encouraging their participation in parish life.” This is how to contribute to the Church's future.

According to the program that has been published, the association will organize two main events each year, in the summer and in the winter, to help meet school needs. In addition, each small group may organize other activities according to their own needs and possibilities, and welcome even non-Catholic youth who wish to take part in the activities.

The Diocese of Yu Ci (today Jin Zhong) was created from part of the Archdiocese of Tai Yuan (capital of the Province of Shan Xi) on June 7, 1931 and became an Apostolic Prefecture in 1932, Apostolic Vicariate in 1944, and Diocese in 1946 (with the first Bishop being Italian Domenican Ermenegildo Focaccia), the year of the establishment of the Hierarchy in China. Today, the Diocese has over 20,000 faithful, 30 priests, 29 seminarians, and some 30 religious from the Diocesan Congregation of the Assumption. The Diocese also runs a clinic that offers both modern and traditional Chinese treatment. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2009)

Migration – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - National Day of the Migrant: “Migrants, Building Unity Among Peoples and Cultures” - “The immigrant should not be seen as a threat, but rather as enrichment.”

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) - “Migrants, Building Unity Among Peoples and Cultures” is the theme that has been chosen for the celebration of the National Day of the Migrant, which will take place in Bolivia this coming Sunday, September 6. On the occasion, the Pastoral Ministry for Human Mobility (PMH) will be holding various activities with this theme.

The National Coordinator for the PMH of Bolivia, Fr. Mario Videla, has asked everyone “to keep in mind that the most important, as Christians is not to limit our creativity, which implies being open to God's will.” It means “accepting everything that occurs around us with naturality, starting with the diversity of our brethren and the diversity of beliefs, in order to build unity together.” He then recalled that “the immigrant should not be seen as a threat, but rather as enrichment, as this year's theme indicates, contributing to the unity among peoples and cultures, which are in turn renewed, grow, and reinforced.”

Fr. Videla also made reference to what is occurring in the Pando Region where, following the approval of the new Constitution, Brazilian citizens who had been living there with their families, who had had children there and felt like Bolivians, are returning to their homeland: “in the name of national superiority, they are throwing them off their lands.” They are families who “were not prepared for this event and this is causing great tension among our brethren,” the National Coordinator for PMH said. As a preparatory activity for the National Day of the Migrant, on September 2, in the Minor Basilica of Our Lady, Help of Christians in La Paz, Bishop Gonzalo del Castillo, Military Ordinary, celebrated a Mass and told of his missionary experience with the Bolivian community in Argentina. On the afternoon of September 3, at the Salesian University in La Paz, a seminar was held on: “Immigration and the Family.” The Mass on September 6, National Day of the Migrant will be presided by Bishop Edmundo Abastoflor, in the Basilica of Saint Francis. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2009)

Migration – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Migrant Week 2009: “Establishing dignity in cultural diversity”: “offering a testimony of fraternal charity at the service of our brother immigrants and refugees”

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) - “Establishing dignity in cultural diversity” will be the theme of Migrant Week 2009, which will be held in Colombia, September 13-20. The event is coordinated by the Section of Human Mobility of the National Secretariat of Social-Pastoral Ministry (SNPS/Caritas Colombia), which has issued a guide for celebrations to be held in the various communities.

Among the objectives of the Week is the will to “grow in our pastoral work of welcoming people, humanitarian attention, and support” to those most in need, according to material sent to Agenzia Fides issued by the Bogota Pastoral Office for Human Mobility. Recalling the Year of St. Paul that has just concluded, it highlighted that “the attitude of the Apostle to the Gentiles calls us to accompany the various social and cultural situations through our pastoral activity of welcoming people, offering a testimony of fraternal charity at the service of our brother immigrants and refugees.”

The various initiatives scheduled for the Week, in order to “awaken consciences and social services to the needs of immigrants and refugees, taking into consideration their cultural diversity,” will focus on immigration from various points of view: difference; a pilgrimage; programs on the issue, from the mass media; a Holy Hour for immigrants; a celebration of peoples for promoting multi-ethnic integration; the Holy Mass with these particular intentions in the parishes, on the National Day of the Migrant on September 20; a Special Collection for refugees. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2009)

Migration – ASIA/THAILAND - “No to the closing of Catholic schools and centers for immigrant children,” civil society says

Bangkok (Agenzia Fides) – The Thai Catholic community has, among its top priorities, the task of promoting solidarity, of assistance, and education for children from immigrant families who come to Thailand from the nearby nations who are suffering a more difficult political-social situation, for example Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia. The children are also often victims of trafficking in human persons, organized by crime groups, and find protection in the Catholic institutions, where they can regain their dignity and grow on a human, cultural, and spiritual level. 

As Agenzia Fides learned from the Church in Thailand, the new Governor Wanchat Wongchaichana of the Province of Ranong (southern Thailand) – a territory on the border with Myanmar – has announced that he will soon close all the centers and schools that care for immigrant children, to fight against illegal immigration. There are a total of 96 institutions, many of whom are run by Catholic religious orders.

The announcement has led to a massive protest among local civil action groups, organized by human rights groups, Church movements and associations, and religious working at the service of the immigrants.

The Jesuit Refugee Service, which is very active in the area, has warned that this initiative could lead to an increase in trafficking of minors, child soldiers, and prostitution of minors, with great damage to the community of Rananog. In the centers run by the Jesuits, there are over 800 Burman children, mainly of Mon ethnic origin, between 5-14 years of age. 

Everyone is hoping that the governor's announcement will not become law and that the fight against illegal immigration may not take its consequences on the lives of children. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 17/09/2009)

Migration - EUROPE/ITALY - Archbishop Marchetto: “Where the stranger becomes a guest and is welcomed, the possibility of seeing others as enemies disappears.”

Recoaro Terme (Agenzia Fides) - “The causes that often force migrants to leave their own countries, in search of better opportunities elsewhere, are poverty, the impossibility of finding an adequate and dignified employment, more or less stable, in their native land; or fleeing the natural disasters, conflicts, wars, and persecutions of a political or religious character, or violations of human rights.” This is what Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in an address on September 12 on “Immigrants: Economic, Social, and Religious Aspects” at the Rezzara Conference in Recoaro Terme.

Archbishop Marchetto recalled that international migration “should be considered in the development of international plans for development and the related national strategies. In fact, the remittance of migrant workers has offered a great contribution to the economy in general, especially in developing countries, where many of them come from.” Thus, we see the need for “the countries of destiny make an 'ethical recruitment' and cooperate in the formation of professionals who are needed in the home countries of the immigrants.” It is also important “that the leaders of the nations of origin strengthen their relations with their own citizens living in foreign nations,” as they contribute to the progress of their home nation “not only with their remittances, but also with the importance of their knowledge and familiarity with new technologies, etc. in their homeland, if they should return there.”

Exhorting the audience not to consider the migration phenomenon only in negative terms, although those exist, Archbishop Marchetto recalled that “illegal immigration has always existed, but it is often tolerated because it allows for a workforce reserve that helped legal migrants improve their position and insert themselves in a stable manner into the working world. Today, the phenomenon has, however, become a social emergency because with the increase in their number, there is a possibility of employees that greatly surpasses the needs of the economy, which in many cases cannot even offer employment to its local citizens. Thus, the suspicion comes that the foreigner takes away jobs from locals, when oftentimes the locals are those who do not want to work in certain kinds of employment that they consider 'dirty' or 'humiliating'.” This phenomenon, therefore, should be met, “on the one hand, with opposition to those who take advantage of illegal immigrants and, on the other, with international cooperation, geared at promoting political stability and removing the endemic causes of underdevelopment.”

The condition for illegality, therefore, Archbishop Marchetto explained, does not take away the dignity of the migrant, although he is illegal: his inalienable rights “cannot be violated nor ignored,” from the most basic rights to civil and political rights, and workplace rights. The immigrant “should respect the identity and laws of the nation they go to, working towards a just integration (not assimilation) in that sense and learning the language. There should also be esteem and respect for the hosting nation, reaching the point of loving and defending it.”

The Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People also reflected on two words often used nowadays, although not always with the right meaning: dialogue and tolerance. Dialogue is not simply “a mere conversation,” but it is above all, “debate, interaction, listening and entering into the vision of the other, ready to accept him without simplifications and superficiality and without losing one's own identity. Thus, dialogue does not become something intellectual, but something that involves real life and that is expressed perhaps through a simple sign of respect, a greeting, solidarity, fraternity.” “Along with dialogue, tolerance is another word that has lost a bit of its meaning, but is still of great importance. For example, today there is an image of Islam as 'intolerant monolith,' a religion of conquest, while the majority of Muslims are and proclaim themselves tolerant. These are the kinds of things that run the risk of compromising the efforts for dialogue and provoke a reaction that could be explosive. On the one hand, room is left for racism and, on the other, it leads others to turn in on themselves. Both religions – Christianity and Islam – have a tradition of hospitality and welcome at the basis of their traditions, 'mutatis mutandis.'”

“Where the stranger becomes a guest and is welcomed, the possibility of seeing others as enemies disappears,” the Archbishop continued, highlighting how “taking in the stranger, for the Christian, means taking in God Himself.” Archbishop Marchetto also mentioned that “in the Islamic world there is a tradition of hospitality manifest in the Koran. The tradition of openness is at the base of the Islamic religion, which today has its extremist and violent fringes...”

Lastly, the memory of September 11, which “showed the great contradictions in the role of religions in building peace” is “the need to make a qualitative leap in the interreligious encounter: we are all invited to listen and get down on our knees for the other.” At the close of his address, Archbishop Marchetto observed: “the search for a satisfying balance between a common code of coexistence and the existence of a wide variety of cultures poses delicate problems that are not easy to resolve...Perhaps, these fears take us on the road to annihilation or negation of the other's identity, wanting to assimilate them into the dominant culture. As well, fear can lead to the adoption of merely assistential practices that humiliate those who benefit from them, as they wound their self-esteem. The task to be resolved is that of bringing into public debate the proposal of a way to ward off Scylla and Charybdis, that is, the cultural imperialism that leads to an assimilation of cultures that differ from the dominant one, and cultural relativism, that leads to a balkanization of society.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2009)

Mission – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - “We cannot be afraid of being Catholics and Christians”: Permanent Mission launched in the Prelature of Corocoro

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) – This past weekend, September 12-13, the territorial Prelature of Corocoro (suffragan of La Paz, Bolivia) launched its Permanent Continental Mission. During the Mass for the launching of the mission, Bishop Toribio Ticona of the Prelature reminded those present that from the day of our baptism, “we become prophets of the Lord and we are called to announce the Good News without shame or fear.” Thus, “we cannot be afraid of being Catholics and Christians,” especially if “our faith is founded on the life of the Holy Trinity, which is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” The path to take, the Bishop said in his homily, “cannot be reduced to one word, and the mission does not end today, but begins with these sandals, symbol of what is worn by the Fisherman.” The sandals, are the symbol that Bishop Ticona chose for the launching of the mission, with a Bible and a flyer on the Mission, which will be sent to all the parishes. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2009)

Mission – ASIA/INDIA - Preparations continue for Indian Missionary Congress with hymn and new website

Bombay (Agenzia Fides) - “The Indian Missionary Congress is, on the one hand, the celebration of the 2,000th anniversary of Christianity in India, as well as call to renew our faith,” said Cardinal Oswald Gracias, President of the Indian Bishops' Conference, in a note sent to Agenzia Fides on the upcoming inauguration of the Indian Missionary Congress, which will be held in Bombay, October 14-18, 2009. 

As the date of the event approaches, the hymn for the Congress, entitled “Let your light shine,” has also been debuted. In addition, a new website: www.indianmissioncongress.com has been launched, where people will be able to follow the Congress events and find all the information they need.

Cardinal Gracias also recalls that “it was always the desire of Pope John Paul II, and later confirmed by Pope Benedict XVI, that the Continental Missionary Congresses and later national ones, be organized as an opportunity to renew the missionary commitment on all levels. The goal is to contribute to the growth of every person in their faith, making them aware of their duty as missionaries, on the need for the missions, and the need to proclaim Christ to the entire world.”

The Congress has been in the process of organization for several months, by a team of people from all the dioceses who have also been working on a preparatory document for the Congress, which would enumerate the challenges and proposals for the missions in the vast Indian nation.

The event has been organized in the wake of the Asian Missionary Congress and will be an effort to reflect on the new challenges in the world, in light of the event that was celebrated by the Asian churches in Thailand 2006.

“Evangelization is not one of the Church's tasks; it is her only task,” organizers affirmed, highlighting how the Congress will work to spread missionary awareness in the Church in India.

The Congress will be attended by Bishops, delegates, theologians, etc. from the three rites present in India: Latin, Syro-Malabar, and Syro-Malankara. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2009)

Mission – EUROPE/ITALY - “Putting God and Mission First”: Comboni Missionaries 17th General Chapter 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – The Comboni Missionaries' 17th General Chapter will officially begin with a solemn Eucharistic Celebration this coming Sunday, September 6. Already, since August 31, the 72 chapter members and 11 observers who will take part have been arriving in Rome from all over the world for this week of gathering and praying together. This 17th General Chapter will be attended by 72 chapter members. There are 23 Provincial or Delegation Superiors and 5 members of the General Council, along with 44 other delegates, 35 priests, and 9 brothers.

He talks will include Rector Major of the Salesian Order, Fr. Pascial Chavez Villanueva, on “Spirituality and Mission”; Jesuit Superior General Fr. Adolfo Nicolas; Archbishop Agostino Gardin, Secretary of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life; and Mother Adele Brambilla, Superior General of the Comboni Missionaries. The week of preparation will conclude with encounters with the last three Superior Generals of the Comboni Missionaries (Fr. Francesco Pierli, Fr. David Glenday, Fr. Augusto Ferriera), and with two experts (Bolivian Fr. Marcos Recolons de Arguer and Fr. Jean Roger Ndomi of Chad, members of the General Council of the Jesuits and coordinators for Latin America and Africa, respectively). 

Founded in 1867 by St. Daniel Comboni (1831-1881), canonized by John Paul II on October 5, 2003, at the close of the previous General Chapter, the Comboni Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus (MCCI) are today a total of 1,702 (18 Bishops, 1,252 priests, 266 religious brothers, and 173 students in the last phase of formation) and are present in 182 dioceses in 42 nations of Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, and North America. They work on a varied number of missions: primary evangelization, inner-city slums, formation of pastoral workers, promotion of Indians and African Americans, vocational work, as well as a strong presence in the area of the mass media.

The present Superior General, Fr. Teresino Serra, concluded the official letter for the Chapter with these words: “The General Chapter will be a grace if it is a 'pentecostal' event. We should, therefore, give the Spirit full reign so He can illumine us, speak to us, and guide us.” The themes and questions that the Chapter Members will address are, in fact, centered on two main questions: What does it mean to be a missionary today? What contribution does the Missionary Church expect from the Comboni missionaries and their specific charism? Society today is not only religiously pluralistic, indecisive, and confused, but it also lives out its religion amidst war, violence, migration, and social, economic, and political tensions. “Our preparatory prayer before the Chapter will open the door to the Spirit of God, which first inspired, illumined, and confirmed the mission of Daniel Comboni,” the letter from Fr. Teresino concluded. “Filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4), just like the Apostles at Pentecost, may we always place God and the mission first.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/9/2009)

Mission - AMERICA/ARGENTINA - San Martin hosts the II Diocesan Missionary Congress with theme: “Church of San Martin, be a Missionary Disciple: Preach!” marks beginning of Continental Mission in the Diocese

Buenos Aires (Agenzia Fides) – The Argentinean Diocese of San Martin is taking care of its final preparations for the Second Diocesan Missionary Congress that will be held Saturday and Sunday (September 26-27) at the Sacred Heart College. As a note sent to Agenzia Fides explained, the theme is “Church of San Martin, be a Missionary Disciple: Preach!” and is intended for “all those who feel that Jesus calls them to know Him.” The central themes of the Congress are “Disciple,” “Missionary,” and “Challenge to Preach,” in addition to the presentation of the conclusion of the III American Missionary Congress (CAM 3). Opening the workshops will be Fr. Osvaldo Leone, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies of Argentina. On th afternoon of September 27, in conclusion of the Congress, a Mass was celebrated for the launching of the Continental Mission in the Diocese.

The Diocesan organizers have issued several instructions from the Bishop for the Continental Mission, which includes “educating the parish community in preparation for a permanent mission.” “In the case of Baptism, it is not realist to assume that godparents and parents assume the Christian education of their children with efficiency,” therefore it is fundamental that every parish community “take charge of maintaining a personal relationship with families,” who wish to receive this sacrament and others. “In the measure in which missionary awareness grows in every parish, we see that the month of October is not sufficient for the mission, but we need to move on to a more permanent mission, so that the ties with the families can be strengthened, personalizing them in a spirit of respect and gradual pedagogy,” Bishop Rodriguez Melgarejo said. (GT) (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2009)

Continental Mission – AMERICA/PERU - Continental Encounter of Pastoral/Social Ministry: “to respond from our existence as Church to the challenges of our modern day, in the context of the Continental Mission”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) - “Reflect at the light of Aparecida on the vision and mission of the Pastoral-Social Ministry and Caritas on the continent, to respond from our existence as Church to the challenges of our modern day, in the context of the Continental Mission.” This was the objective of the encounter for Presidents and Directors of Pastoral-Social Ministry and Caritas in Latin America and the Caribbean and Caritas of North America, which was held September 14-19 at the “Hermaise Paget” Spirituality Center of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart in Lima.

The encounter, which was organized by the Department for Justice and Solidarity (DEJUSOL) of the Latin American Bishops' Conference (CELAM) and the Secretariat of Caritas of Latin America and the Caribbean (SELACC), and was inaugurated with a Mass presided by Cardinal Julio Terrazas Sandoval, Archbishop of Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia) and President of the Justice and Solidarity Department of CELAM.

The initiative, according to a statement sent by the Justice and Solidarity Department to Fides, takes into account the present context in which the Church in Latin America and the Caribbean is living and is meant to reflect “at the light of Aparecida and the Continental Mission, on the present social, political, economic, cultural, and religious issues related to our people and that demand a decisive commitment from the Missionary Disciples of Jesus Christ.” The main goal is that of determining “Pastoral-Social activities” to make a “preferential option for the poor, through an active effort to establish the Kingdom of Life, where there is room for everyone.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - In the month dedicated to the Holy Childhood Association, Argentina celebrates HCA's 160th anniversary

Buenos Aires (Agenzia Fides) – As they do every year, the Pontifical Mission Societies of Argentina have celebrated throughout the country, during the entire month of August, the “Month for the Holy Childhood Association.” The National Missionary Day, which was celebrated on August 23, had the theme of: “160 Years of Friendship with Jesus...Sowing Life in Argentina.” 

This year has been “of special importance,” says the message written by PMS National Director in Argentina Fr. Osvaldo Leone and sent to Agenzia Fides, as it is the 160th anniversary of the Holy Childhood Association. 

The celebration of this Day is an invitation “to children and adolescents in all dioceses to establish a program of life based on prayer, sacrifice, and concrete acts of solidarity, as the path to becoming missionary disciples of Jesus...in a relationship of friendship with children and adolescents throughout the world.”

“We are fully aware that this commitment to the mission and solidarity is not limited to several weeks or just the month of HCA...but it should last our whole life,” said Fr. Leone. Thus, once again we should also open our hearts “to respond generously to the many requests for aid that reach us from countries poorer than our own.”

Fortunately, “there are beautiful stories of young people who, in helping their friends, have felt identified with the pain and suffering of so many youth like them; to offer them a gift, they have given up a costly game or pastime; and in order to pay for catechism books or build a school in missionary territory, they have organized various kinds of lotteries,” the National Director added. Thus, all are called “to participate in this miracle” and it is precisely “in the most needy children and adolescents” that we can “recognize Jesus' Face,” following the example of the great missionaries like St. Francis Xavier, Matteo Ricci, Charles de Foucauld, Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and many others.”

“The needs of the world's children are so many and so complex,” says Fr. Leone. “No act of renunciation or of solidarity, however great it may be, would be enough to meet them all. We need God's support.” With that said, the PMS National Director reminded the HCA children of their commitment to recite the Ave Maria every day, so they may realize “that the efficiency of the mission is above all found in prayer” and they may persevere “in this great practice with renewed strength.”

In concluding the Message, he reminds them of the practice of the missionary Rosary, with the white decade for Europe, “that it may recuperate the evangelizing force that led to the establishment of so many Churches;” the yellow one for Asia, “that it may be filled with life and youth;” the green decade for Africa, “tried by suffering but open to the message;” the red decade for the Americas, “promise of a new missionary force;” and the blue decade for Oceania, “that it may see a greater spread of the Gospel.”

On the occasion of the 160th anniversary of the Holy Childhood Association in Argentina, the Holy Father Benedict XVI has sent out his Apostolic Blessing to all its members through a message signed by Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. Addressing the children, adolescents, and group leaders of the HCA, the Supreme Pontiff “fervently prays for them, imploring God that this event may be an inspiring force that increases their evangelizing zeal and makes them ever greater authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.” In affectionately imparting his Apostolic Blessing, “rich in abundance of heavenly gifts,” the Pope concludes by “invoking the maternal intercession of Our Lady of Lujan.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 1/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - This Sunday marks opening of 16th Week for Peace: “I live for life...do you?” to reach peace through pardon, social justice, solidarity, and reconciliation

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – Reach peace through “pardon, social justice, solidarity, and reconciliation” is the main goal of the 16th Week for Peace, which will be held on a national level in Colombia beginning this Sunday, September 6 and lasts until the following Sunday. The initiative, which is sponsored by the National Secretariat of Pastoral and Social Ministry (SNPS/Caritas Colombia), will be entitled: “I live for life...do you?” and will focus on “the defense and protection of life,” as is read in the document sent out by the Communications Department of the Colombian Bishops' Conference (CEC). 

It is a “proposal for the education and movilization of Colombian society, so that citizens may contribute in a responsible manner, through their life and work, in the struggle for peace.” As is the custom every year, it is suggested that “ecclesiastical jurisdictions, parishes, and groups organize Masses, conventions, educational days, cultural events, marches, and other initiatives for reflecting on the theme that has been chosen.” 

In his address during the press conference presenting the Week, the Secretary General of the CEC, Bishop Juan Vicente Cordoba Villota, affirmed that “there is no peace and there can be no progress towards peace without justice.” The Director of SNPS/Caritas Colombia, Monsignor Hector Fabio Henao Gaviria, also touched upon this same theme, saying that true peace is only possible through care, promotion, and defense of life: “peace should be the highest estimation of life.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – EUROPE/GREAT BRITAIN - President of Bishops' Conference to preside Mass in honor of new name adopted by Pontifical Mission Societies in England and Wales, “Missio”

London (Agenzia Fides) – On Wednesday, September 9, at the Westminster Cathedral, Archbishop Vincent Nichols of Westminster, President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales, will preside a Mass in honor of the Pontifical Mission Societies' official adoption of their new name: “Missio” (see Fides 9/6/2009).

According to information sent to Fides from the National Office of the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) in England and Wales, the event will be attended by representatives of the hundreds of thousands of people who have given so generously to the PMS over the course of several lifetimes. There are many occasions when the generosity of the Catholics of England and Wales, through the PMS, now Missio, touches the lives of people they will never see. 

Across the world and especially in the rapidly-expanding Church in Africa and Asia, young churches, which often face extreme difficulties, urgently need support. Through priests, religious and laity, Missio helps support 194,855 schools, 5,246 hospitals, 17,530 dispensaries, 577 leprosy centers and 80,560 social and pastoral projects. It is the only Church organization that supports all of the 1,069 Mission dioceses throughout the world to grow and develop. 

Monsignor John Dale, the National Director of Missio in England & Wales, commented on the name change: “Missio, from the Latin ‘sending out’, is a simple, easily recognizable word that expresses commitment to the God-given mission of the Church. This change of name...has been welcomed by the Bishops of England and Wales. Its logo shows the Cross at the center of its service to the Gospel. The new motto - Sharing faith, giving life - expresses Missio’s vital commitment to serving the Church, especially where that Church is young or poor.” (AR) (Agenzia Fides 4/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Pontifical Mission Societies contribute to evangelization of the youth through Catholic schools partnership

Canberra (Agenzia Fides) – A partnership has been formed between Catholic Mission Australia (the Pontifical Mission Societies in Australia) and the Youth Ministry Conference of the Catholic schools, a group of professors, group leaders, and students from various Catholics schools all over Australia. PMS National Director in Australia, Martin Teulan, commented that the groups will be working together to increase awareness among the Catholics of Australia, regarding the mission.

In a recent assembly held in Canberra, over 140 educators and youth ministers from Catholic schools gathered for formation and planning of activities.

The PMS's presence has guaranteed the insertion of methods, events, and themes linked to evangelization in the programs of youth ministry aimed at Catholic school students of all ages. These events and programs usually include plays, video-clips, and musical initiatives that give the youth an important role in evangelizing their peers.

The initiative is part of a larger global plan of youth ministry which will be presented for use in the Church in Australia (see Fides 27/7/2009). The new guidelines for youth ministry were gathered in a new text entitled “Consecrated and Sent. An Australian View of Youth Ministry,” presented during on of the yearly gathering of movements and Australian lay groups, which is to be held every year on the anniversary of Pope Benedict XVI's arrival in Sydney. The great WYD event in Sydney has contributed to the part in the text that speaks of the “youth as a gift...not a problem to solve.”

Recalling that the youth are an important part of Catholic Australia, the new Youth Ministry Plan is a blend of educational strategies to promote an encounter between the youth and Jesus Christ. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - 4,000 children join in praying Mission Rosary in front of the Eucharist, to celebrate Holy Childhood Day and Year for Priests

Washington, DC (Agenzia Fides) – Over 4,000 school children are expected to gather in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., for a Worldwide Children’s Eucharistic Holy Hour on Friday, October 2, 2009. This is what Agenzia Fides learned from information sent from the Holy Childhood Association of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States and a statement issued by the World Apostolate of Fatima of St. Paul/Minneapolis, which is co-sponsoring the activity. 

The annual event will be broadcast live on Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN), beginning at 10 a.m. local time, and being aired in 140 countries. The children will join in praying the World Mission Rosary before the Blessed Sacrament.

According to a statement from the World Apostolate of Fatima, the Worldwide Children's Holy Hour will be an opportunity for children to “gather before the Blessed Sacrament to console to Eucharistic Heart of Jesus and to pray for their families, and in this Year for Priests, there will be special intentions made for the children to pray for the world's priests.” 

Presiding the ceremony will be Archbishop Gregory Aymond of New Orleans. Monsignor John Kozar, National Director of the PMS in the USA, will also be assisting in the Holy Hour and has recorded a video promotion for this event, currently available at the US Pontifical Mission Societies' YouTube site (www.youtube.com/pmsusa). The PMS of the United States expresses their hope that the children of the world can come together and be part of this Holy Hour on that First Friday in October, which is also “Holy Childhood Day.” (AR) (Agenzia Fides 30/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – AFRICA/ZAMBIA - Holy Childhood celebrates 10th anniversary in two dioceses of Zambia: Lusaka and Monze

Lusaka (Agenzia Fides) – On September 12, 2009, the Archdiocese of Lusaka celebrated the 10th anniversary of Holy Childhood in the Archdiocese which is itself celebrating its Golden Jubilee (50 years) of life dedicated to the transmission of the faith. “We celebrated with joy, gratitude, and hope the gift that we have received and that we continue to share: the gift of our faith,” Fr. Bernard Makadani Zulu, National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Zambia, told Agenzia Fides.

“Thousands of children participated in the event. The children filled the Cathedral of the Child Jesus, which seats 6,000,” said Fr. Bernard. “The anniversary was an opportunity for the children to renew their commitment. They are, in fact, the Church's treasure. They love the Church, they accompany her with joy, opening the path of joyful generosity, placing their trust in her and help open new paths of evangelization to reach out to those who have not heard the Good News.” 

The Diocese of Monze also celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Holy Childhood Association, August 24-28. The theme chosen for the reflection was “Being a Neighbor.” “In Monze, there was also a large participation,” the National Director of the PMS in Zambia told Fides. “It was so delightful to see the children wearing their outfits, representative of the colors of the Missionary Rosary in representation of the different continents...white for Europe, red for America, green for Africa, blue for Oceania, and yellow for Asia. The Missionary Rosary is a very important instrument for creating missionary awareness. Through the Rosary, the children unite themselves to the children of God throughout the world, millions of people who every day suffer from poverty, pain, injustice, and the countless number of people the Church reaches out to through her missionaries.”

“Along with Mary, they pray that the Good News of Jesus can be proclaimed and lived always and everywhere. As they pray a mystery of the Rosary for a particular continent, the children embrace the people [of that continent] with faith and solidarity. The Missionary Rosary reminds children that they are not along on the path.

The PMS National Director in Zambia recalled the spirit that characterizes the members of the Holy Childhood Association. “We all work together to help the children keep the Gospel alive and spread it. The children need to be missionaries at home, among their friends, at school, always being ready and open to the horizons of the entire world.”

The pastoral care of the children is carried out in two ways, Fr. Bernard says. “First, there is the missionary education and second, there is the promotion of the missionary cooperation with the children throughout the world. Through these services the children become participants in missionary work, receiving missionary education and taking on a missionary spirit.”

“I am very happy to be a part of the Holy Childhood Association, happy to be a missionary with them! Happy because the future is promising, in their hands! In another 50 years, we will certainly have a new Church, even more missionary and even more rooted in the lives of these children. The faith of the children enriches the family of God, with their joy and creativity. The Church embraces them with gratitude. May God bless all the missionary children, their animators, and all those who support them and pray for them,” concluded Fr. Bernard. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 17/9/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - “We cannot speak of missionary formation if there is no opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ.” Missionary Training for 80 missionary group leaders and 3rd  Encounter of the Secretaries of the Holy Childhood Association

Santa Cruz (Agenzia Fides) - “We cannot speak of missionary formation if there is no opportunity for an encounter with Jesus Christ.” This was the conclusion from the encounter of members of the Missionary Animators School (ESAM – I), which was held September 10-13 in the Apostolic Vicariate of Camiri (Bolivia). According to Sr. Cilenia Rojas, Coordinator of the Pontifical Mission Societies, nearly 80 participants reflected on the state of the missions on a worldwide level, on the situations of animators and what steps to take. The initiative was organized by Monsignor Leonardo Bernacchi and Sr. Angelina Valdez and aimed at “a reflection on the Trinitarian basis of the mission, through an exposition of ecclesiological foundations: the reason for the mission and where it begins.” Another theme was that of the Pontifical Mission Societies, especially the Holy Childhood Association. In light of this last point, the workshops were mainly concentrated on the methodology “especially designed to reach out to people in an integral manner.” Lastly, the participants affronted the aspects of spirituality, considered as “a key theme” for their formation.

In the meantime, since yesterday (September 24) and until September 27, at the Nazareth Retreat House in Santa Cruz (Archdiocese of Santa Cruz de la Sierra), there has been a III Encounter of the Secretaries of the Holy Childhood Association on the theme “Let the children come to me.” Inaugurating the event was Cardinal Julio Terrazas, Archbishop of Santa Cruz and President of the Bolivian Bishops' Conference, who during his homily invited the children and young people to have a real encounter with Christ, so as to recognize Him in their lives. He also reminded them that “the real disciple is not the one who memorizes lessons, but who encounters Christ in his life.” Addressing the Secretaries, the Cardinal invited them not to let themselves be guided by concepts but “to live the encounter as an experience that unites our Church in preaching the Lord.” He then encouraged those present to “look beyond what they have learned and prepared, to live this moment to its fullest.”

According to Sr. Cilenia, the event is aimed at creating community and reflecting on the activities of the Holy Childhood Association, especially in terms of the “great concern” they have for it. The first day of the workshops saw the presentation of the Holy Childhood Association in Bolivia by PMS National Director, Fr. Eugenio Scarpellini. There were also testimonies given by animators and missionary youth members themselves. In her note sent to Fides, Sr. Cilenia Rojas said the encounter “shows the sense of communion and co-responsibility present in the Region.” In fact, “the local Churches who are located in this Region (“Cono Sur”) have often expressed their joy at the missionary work taking place in Bolivia.” (GT) (Agenzia Fides 25/9/2009)

Violence – AFRICA/SUDAN - “We cannot say that the war in Darfur has ended,” says Apostolic Administrator of El Obeid, following declarations made by former commander of international peace-keeping force

Khartoum (Agenzia Fides) – There has been great surprise and hesitation in response to declarations made by General Martin Luther Agwai, outgoing commander of the United Nations-African Union peace-keeping force in Darfur (MINUAD), in which he claimed that the war in Darfur had virtually ended. “As of today, I would not say there is a war going on in Darfur. Militarily there is not much. What you have is security issues more now. Banditry ... people trying to resolve issues over water and land at a local level. But real war as such, I think we are over that,” the Nigerian general said, shortly before handing over powers to his successor, Rwandan General Patrick Nyamvumba.

Various humanitarian aid associations working in the western region of Sudan have, however, criticized the general's position, highlighting that the humanitarian situation in Darfur remains extremely serious, especially due to attacks on the aid convoys sent by the international community.

Bishop Antonio Menegazzo, Apostolic Administrator of El-Obeid, the Sudan diocese includes Darfur, confessed his surprise at the former MINUAD Commander's comments. “The parties in conflict are still trying to reach a ceasefire agreement. We cannot say that the war has ended. I was truly surprised to hear General Agwai's declarations,” Bishop Memegazzo told the Agency ENI. 

“It is true that the situation in the region has improved from what it was and there is hardly any combat taking place at the moment, however the war could break out again at any moment,” the Apostolic Administrator of El-Obeid added, pointing out that the Janjaweed (the militia formation of government sympathizers responsible for the atrocities committed against civilians) “are still there and no one is working to stop them.”

There are still 2,700,000 inhabitants of Darfur living in refugee camps (out of a population of nearly 5 million). The international humanitarian aid organizations denounce the serious insecurity that has led to the spread of vandalism, which impedes the aid convoys from reaching various parts of the region.

On a political level, the local rebellion has divided into at least some 20 groups and has lost a good part of its military strength. The United States is participating in a diplomatic initiative along with Libya and Egypt, to unify the 9 most important guerrilla groups, with the goal of establishing a credible interlocutor with whom the Sudanese government can negotiate for peace. The negotiation with the Khartoum government, however, is under the influence of the arrest warrant issued by the International Crime Court for Sudan's President Omar Al Bashir, on charges of crimes against humanity committed in Darfur. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 3/9/2009)
Violence – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Fr. Ruggero Ruvoletto, Italian Donum Fidei missionary, killed in the rectory of his parish in Manaus

Manaus (Agenzia Fides) – Fr. Ruggero Ruvoletto, 52-year-old Italian Donum Fidei missionary, was killed around 7am (local time) on Saturday, September 19, in his parish of “Sagrado Corazon de Maria,” in the Santa Etelvina neighborhood, on the outskirts of Manaus (Brazil). According to information sent from the Diocese of Padua, where Fr. Ruggero was originally from, the deacon of the parish heard gunshots and hurried in to find the lifeless body of Fr. Ruggero kneeling next to his bed, with his head down, having been struck in the head with a bullet. According to local testimonies, it seems that some 50 Real (nearly 19 Euros), leaving behind more money in the room. 

Fr. Ruggero Rivoletto was born in Galta di Vigonovo on March 23, 1957, in the Province of Venice, Diocese of Padua. He was ordained a priest in 1982 by Bishop Filippo Franceschi, for whom he served as secretary his entire Episcopate (1982-1988). After studying ecclesiology in Rome, he returned to the Diocese in August 1994, where he worked for almost a year on Pastoral and Social Work, later being appointed Director of the Diocesan Missionary Center, a ministry that he carried out from 1995-2003. On July 6, 2003 he left for Brazil as a Fidei Donum missionary, in the Diocese of Itaguai in Mangaratiba. The following year, he participated in a missionary project on the outskirts of Manaus, promoted by the local dioceses. It is an area on the border between the city and the forest, where crime is particularly intense. Fr. Ruggero himself recently participated in a demonstration to call for greater security. The missionary lived with a deacon, a priest, and a small community of sisters. 

“He was a good priest. Very beloved by the community,” Fr. Danival de Oliveira, of the Archdiocese of Manaus, told the press. As soon as the news got out, hundreds of people gathered at the parish, where they remained for a long while. Celebrations for his funeral and moments of prayer and reflection were held at both Manaus and in the Diocese of Padua, where the priest's body is expected to return. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/9/2009)

Violence – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Another victim of the law against blasphemy, President of Pakistani Bishops' Conference tells Fides: “We should abolish it; the Prime Minister agrees.”

Lahore (Agenzia Fides) - “It is an unjust law that we are asking the government to revoke. It is the measure that should be taken in light of the recent violence against Pakistani Christians. This is why we have launched, through the Justice and Peace Commission, a petition and a collection of signatures, which we will present to Prime Minister Raza Gilani. After the massacre of Gojra, he has already told us he is favorable to its abolition, to protect religious harmony in the country. We hope, therefore, that something will happen. However, it is also true that the majority of the conservative Muslims strongly support the law and are against removing it.” This is what Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, President of the Pakistani Bishops' Conference, told Agenzia Fides, in commenting on the situation of serious violence and threats that Christians are suffering in Pakistan. The most recent episode has been that of the young Christian Robert Fanish, accused and arrested for blasphemy, killed in the prison in what has been considered “an authentic extra-judicial execution.”

The jail police who had arrested him called it “a suicide in the cell,” but the Christian community calls it a “planned homicide” and accuses the local governors of trying to cover-up the accomplices. 

The Bishops' Justice and Peace Commission has called it “a negligence on the part of police and the government,” refusing to accept the hypothesis of suicide. In a statement sent to Fides, the Commission calls for “an immediate investigation to find those responsible, with the accusation of homicide.” “This law against blasphemy, continually taken advantage of, is an authentic catastrophe for religious minorities,” the Commission notes.

“In the last few weeks, on the basis of false accusations and similar circumstances, various Christian buildings in Karachi and in the region of Punjab were attacked. We strongly reiterate the request to abolish this law,” the statement said.

According to information sent to Fides from the Church in Pakistan, in the last 25 years, nearly 1,000 people have been unjustly accused of blasphemy, a large number of them being Christians or members of other religious minorities, as well as Muslims. At least 30 have died and hundreds have suffered greatly in unjust imprisonment, discrimination, and loss of property, after being falsely accused of blasphemy.

The “Law Against Blasphemy” refers to Articles 295 (b and c) and 298 (a,b, and c) of the Pakistani Penal Code. The Code condemns “all those who with words or writing, gestures or visible representations, with direct or indirect insinuations, insult the sacred name of the Prophet.” The sentence includes life imprisonment and the death penalty. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 16/09/2009)

 Vocation – ASIA/CHINA - Religious from various diocesan congregations in China making vows around the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Gui Zhou (Agenzia Fides) – In honor of the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, September 8, various feminine Congregations of the Chinese dioceses have celebrated profession of vows. According to information sent to Agenzia Fides, five religious of the Congregation of the Holy Family of the Diocese of Gui Zhou made their perpetual vows on August 30. Over a thousand faithful participated in the liturgy, along with 40 religious of the same congregation, in a ceremony presided by Bishop Andrew Wang Chong Yi and concelebrated by 20 priests. As it is an ethnic area, there were also faithful present of Tibetan origin and at the end of the celebration the faithful gave the religious a HaDa, a white sash that symbolizes honor in the Tibetan culture.

Bishop Joseph Li Lian Gui recently presided the profession of perpetual vows of 7 religious sisters of the Congregation of the Holy Hope of the Diocese of Xian Xian. In the same ceremony, 5 postulants entered as novices, 20 religious renewed temporal vows, and another few celebrated the 3 year anniversary of their perpetual vows. The Congregation also invited many priests to come celebrate, in light of the Year for Priests. According to the Congregation's Constitutions, the vocational “process” lasts nearly 10 years, to guarantee the authenticity of the vocation. In spite of a seemingly-long period of formation, there have never lacked vocations. In fact, there is an ever-growing number of them. The Congregation always conserves the tradition of making vows in the days surrounding this Marian feast. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 08/09/2009)

Vocation– EUROPE/ITALY - Legionaries of Christ Novitiate in Gozzano celebrates first vows and donning of cassock

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – On September 13, in the Shrine to the Crucified in Boca (Novara, Italy), 16 young men of the novitiate of the Legionaries of Christ in Gozzano made their first religious vows and concluded their formation period that lasted two years. Of the 16 young men who took vows, almost all of them have experience of apostolate in Italy in the lay movement of Regnum Christi. Four are from France, three from Mexico, and one from Poland. The other eight are Italians from various parts of Italy. After having complete the first part of their spiritual formation, made up of prayer, recollection, and work, the 16 novices have decided to continue on their path of religious life that will lead to the priesthood. Also, on September 12, there was a ceremony for the donning of the cassock, for 15 Legionaries of Christ: 10 Italians, 2 French, 1 Mexican, 1 Croatian, and 1 Congolese, who will now begin the first important part of their spiritual formation. (AP) (Agenzia Fides 15/9/2009)

· SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN -AVE MARIA: Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The heart of a Witness!

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Like the disciples during Jesus' life here on earth, we too often have difficulty in believing in the Lord and in trusting in his almighty power. We do not always turn to him with the simple, solid trust which should mark the real believer in Christ. Although we profess our faith in the divinity of Jesus Christ, and we know that for God nothing is impossible, we are often hesitant in prayer, we lack 'boldness' in our relationship with Him, as if there were an abyss between Him and us.

Jesus loves us immensely and wishes to fill us with himself, to fill us with His divine life. But we tend to stay on the beach, digging holes, being content with the little water we find, instead of plunging into the boundless ocean of His love 

Today, as in the time of Jesus: people listened to him, they watched him, they saw his miracles, but when it came to taking the decisive step of faith in Him, they drew back, and only a few stayed and followed Him. 

Jesus came on earth to offer every man and woman real Love, salvation, liberation from evil and sin, but how often this freely given offer is refused! 

The Gospel testifies that no miracle was ever refused by Jesus to a person who asked with trust, no hand which opened to him ever remained empty, no heart which sought in him consolation was ever refused consolation... Jesus rejects no one, he welcomes all and he never tires of saying again and again: “ 'Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest. (Mt 11, 28), “ 'Let anyone who is thirsty come to me! Let anyone who believes in me come and drink!” (Jn 7, 37-38).

Last Sunday, the 23rd of the year, the Liturgy of the Word drew our attention to the event of the deaf and dumb man healed by Jesus: "‘and he said to him, 'Ephphatha,' that is, 'Be opened.' And his ears were opened, and at once the impediment of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly” (Mk 7, 32-35).

It is interesting to note that the man did not go to Jesus alone, he let others take him there: “they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand on him”. 

How often we would need the help of the Lord's disciples to help us swim in the “sea” of Jesus, to believe more profoundly in his almighty grace. It is a gift of God when we meet hearts truly open to God's grace, hearts which witness with faith and life, and encourage us to go to Jesus, they 'take' us to him, they draw us with a fascinating life lived for Him, with joy which knows no equal. Generous hearts which pray for us to the Father, asking Him to give us what we dare not even hope. 

How wonderful it will be one day to see the transfigured faces in Heaven of those who perhaps unconsciously, showed us the Face of Jesus! His Face hides behind so many faces of his witnesses, perhaps with little signs of love: a smile filled with understanding, a word or an act of charity, discrete silence, a gentle word of advice … Even the smallest gift is shared with eternity when it is given in unity with Jesus!

Pope Paul VI's words about the importance of witnesses are well known: “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are witnesses.” (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 41). A witness, with witness of life, 'transports' us to Jesus. For example how many “holy” preachers, with their word and their life, have led souls, open to the breath of grace, to encounter Jesus and to experience, in this way, divine mercy! 

We should be deeply grateful to God for every “witness” of Christ whom we meet on our path, from the moment of Baptism when we become children of God. In his goodness, God never leaves us without the support of such souls. But we must have the humility to recognise these tools of grace which 'lead' us to Jesus! 

The man who was deaf and dumb, like the paralytic, (cfr. Lk 5, 18-25), let himself be led to Jesus by people who trusted in Him, by people who through faith or experience, knew that from that Man no one went away empty handed. 

The Lord Jesus, before dying on the Cross, left us his Mother to be our Mother (cfr. Jn 19, 25-27). On 15 September when we celebrate Our Lady of Sorrows we can remember once again and once again accept the immense gift which Jesus made us, the gift of his Most Holy Mother. The Blessed Virgin Mary will always draw us to Jesus and if we trust her guidance the desert around us, starting with our hearts, will become a garden!

“Holy Mary, Mother of God, keep my heart like that of a child, pure and clear, like water from the source. Obtain for me a simple heart which lingers not in human sadness, a heart which is magnificent in giving itself, tender with compassion, a faithful and generous heart which neither forgets good deeds, nor bears a grudge for offences. Obtain for me a humble heart which loves without demanding love in return, a heart happy to disappear in other hearts sacrificing itself before Your Divine Son, a great and indomitable heart which no ingratitude can ever close, no indifference can ever tire, a heart tormented by the passion of the glory of Jesus Christ, wounded by His Love with a wound which will be healed only in Heaven. Amen”. (L. de Grandmaison) (Agenzia Fides 9/9/2009; righe 64, parole 980)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The State is not the owner of life

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Italian parliament has just resumed its activity with the debate on what is termed “the biological will”, but which we prefer to call “testament of life”. The debate has reactivated the ballet of balances (or unbalances) between those who consider the present proposed Bill “too clerical” and those who, on the contrary, consider it balanced and sufficiently respectful towards human dignity.

One presupposition, before any other reflection, must be made clear: legislating on life is always extremely complex and sensitive, it can never be subject to political slogans or social emotions. What is more, this normative has become necessary only because of new technical-scientific circumstances permitted by medicine and, above all, because of “tempests of death” which appear to batter our country. Tempests which it is absolutely urgent to calm.

Unless a State wants to become totalitarian, it must accept to be at the service of the individual and the expression of society, therefore never above them, under any circumstance, and always and solely to safeguard the integrity and the dignity of every human being. The State is not the owner of life. Life, for believers is a gift of God and for non believers is and remains, a mystery. Life is “given” by another and no one is the origin or the author of his or her life. In this sense life is absolutely unavailable to any sort of arbitrary power, first of all that of the State.

The only legitimate legislative activity in this sense is what tends towards protecting life, to preserving its absolute and unavailable value, to safeguarding life's dignity and fostering its development, also and indeed, above all, where there are experiences of “wounded life” which, even though unable to fully express itself, is still and always, life.

We, and many others with us, believe that before stopping to show concern for individuals most in need of care, there are many other things which man must stop doing! A society which claims to be civil has the duty and the right to demand that the State, which is society's expression, to legislate always in keeping with the principle of principles “favor vitae”, that life enjoys and is bound to enjoy, the “favour of the law” always and under any circumstances.

Instead of focussing on how to allow in impunity the killing of suffering persons, the Law should focus on providing adequate structures for these persons, providing generous financial support for those who undertake this care, often renouncing a profession or even personal existence: there are fathers and mothers, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters who spend a life time caring for loved ones living in what is termed a “persistent vegetative state” and who are often totally abandoned by that same State more preoccupied with how to 'rid' itself of these problems, humouring a certain nihilist culture, than how to accompany and assist these persons and provide financial support for the necessary implicances.

People capable of taking care of others, others who are suffering and in need, deserve all our attention and all our respect, social, legal and also cultural, because in these persons there vibrate the best of humanity's energies, the best part of the human person: the part which, “forgetful of self”, as Saint Paul would say, is capable of silent and faithful total loving and total giving,.

Let the State then, every State, be simply and solely at the service of life, let it never, not even for its own survival, claim to be the owner of life, because any sane person, when choosing between the State and life, will choose life, always. (Agenzia Fides 10/9/2009, righe 40, parole 572)

VATICAN - Cardinal Arinze, one of the three President-Delegates of the Second Synod on Africa: “showing Christ's face through concrete works of solidarity is already in itself a great contribution to evangelization”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – From October 4-25, the Vatican will be hosting the Second Special Synod on Africa of the Synod of Bishops. Cardinal Francis Arinze, Prefect Emeritus of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, is one of the three President-Delegates appointed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI. Cardinal Arinze also exercised this ministry in the First Special Assembly on Africa of the Synod of Bishops, in 1994, appointed by John Paul II. He was then the President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue.

On the vigil of the Synodal Assembly, Agenzia Fides asked Cardinal Arinze, originally from the Archdiocese of Onitsha (Nigeria), where he was Archbishop prior to his appointment in the Vatican, about his reflections on the central themes of the Assembly and on the role of evangelization, also in reference to the Synod in 1994.

“The theme has been chosen: 'The Church in Africa in Service to Reconciliation, Justice and Peace' – and this shows the general direction that the Synod has been given,” Cardinal Arinze told Agenzia Fides. “The first Assembly, which took place in 2004, faced a variety of aspects (proclamation and inculturization of the faith, justice and peace, interreligious dialogue, the mass media) while this second Assembly will concentrate on a more specific area: reconciliation, justice, and peace. In proposing this reflection, the Church does not intend to monopolize public debate, but – on the contrary – favor it, involving as many people from as many different areas as possible: politics, economics, culture – who all have a role to play. But Christians, as Pope Benedict XVI reminds us, are called to bear witness to their faith in charity, showing Christ's face through concrete works of solidarity is already in itself a great contribution to evangelization. Jesus came above all to the poor to announce the Kingdom of God as the coming of a world of justice, as we would say today, of respecting human rights. I just returned from Nigeria and I was able to perceive the great expectancy of the Christian community there, awaiting encouragement in that sense. In civil society, as well, there is also interest in the Synod. As for the ministry that the Holy Father has entrusted to me, it will be a task of favoring open discussion and the initiatives of each person. I hope the Assembly will produce greater fruit as a result.” (AM/SL) (Agenzia Fides 30/9/2009)

VATICAN - Message from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue on the conclusion of Ramadan: “Christians and Muslims: Together in overcoming poverty.”
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the end of Ramadan (‘Id al-Fitr, 1430 A.H./2009 A.D.), the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue has issued a message to Muslims, signed by the President of the Pontifical Council, Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, and the Secretary Archbishop Pier Luigi Celata. The theme of the message is: “Christians and Muslims: Together in overcoming poverty.” 

“The attention, the compassion and the help that we, brothers and sisters in humanity, can offer to those who are poor, helping them to establish their place in the fabric of society, is a living proof of the Love of the Almighty, because it is man as such whom He calls us to love and help, without distinction of affiliation,” the message says. The text then mentions that “poverty has the power to humiliate and to engender intolerable sufferings; it is often a source of isolation, anger, even hatred and the desire for revenge. It can provoke hostile actions using any available means, even seeking to justify them on religious grounds...his is why confronting the phenomena of extremism and violence necessarily implies tackling poverty through the promotion of integral human development.”

The message then quotes the encyclical Caritas in Veritate, in which Benedict XVI “underlines the need for a 'new humanistic synthesis' (n. 21), which, safeguarding the openness of man to God, gives him his place as the earth’s 'centre and summit' (n. 57).” Reference is also made to the Holy Father's homily last January 1, on the World Day for Peace 2009, in which he distinguished between two types of poverty: a poverty that should be fought and a poverty to be embraced. “The poverty to be combated is before the eyes of everyone: hunger, lack of clean water, limited medical care and inadequate shelter, insufficient educational and cultural systems, illiteracy, not to mention also the existence of new forms of poverty...The poverty to be embraced is that of a style of life which is simple and essential, avoiding waste and respecting the environment and the goodness of Creation.”

The text then points out that, for believers, the quest for “a just and durable solution to the scourge of poverty certainly also implies reflecting on the grave problems of our time and, when possible, sharing a common commitment to eradicate them. In this regard, the reference to the aspects of poverty linked to the phenomena of globalization of our societies has a spiritual and moral meaning, because all share the vocation to build one human family.” The origin of the complex phenomenon of poverty is found “the lack of respect for the innate dignity of the human person and calls us to a global solidarity, for example through the adoption of a 'common ethical code.'”

In conclusion, a positive aspect is seen, “in diverse places of the world we have passed from tolerance to a meeting together, beginning with common lived experience and real shared concerns,” and there is the hope that “the poor question us, they challenge us, but above all they invite us to cooperate in a noble cause: overcoming poverty!.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 11/9/2009)

VATICAN - Cardinal Van Thuan Prize to be awarded to Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg; Van Thuan Solidarity and Development Awards to be presented to Italian missionary association, a project for penitentiaries in Bogota, a center for the blind in Thailand, and educational and social initiatives for inhabitants of difficult neighborhoods in France

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – His Royal Highness Grand Duke Henri of Luxembourg, eldest son of the Grand Duke Jean and Grand Duchess Josephine-Charlotte of Luxembourg, has been chosen as the winner of the Cardinal Van Thuan Prize. The Saint Matthew Foundation begun in 2007 by the Pontifical Council Justice and Peace, as its statutes say, “to continue recalling the imminent evangelical testimony of the faith, of hope, and of charity and a convinced assertion of the need to reflect on and spread the social doctrine of the Church, acknowledging that its Christian witness is a patrimony that cannot be lost and must bear fruit.” Thus, Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President of the Pontifica Council for Justice and Peace, highlighted in the presentation of the awards ceremony, which will take place on September 16 at the “Palazzo Colonna” in Rome, that “the Van Thuan Prize places all of its purpose in the human and spiritual inheritance left by Cardinal Van Thuan. His suffering for thirteen years, unjustly confined to a prison in Vietnam encourages us to be vigilant in assuring that human rights are defended and promoted and Cardinal Van Thuan, with his extraordinary life testimony teaches that, through authentic peace, sincere pardon, and the living and faithful hope of the Gospel message, we can fight for the defense of the dignity of man.”

This year, the small statue of Saint Matthew, symbol of the Prize, will be bestowed upon Grand Duke Henri of Luxemburg. He has been married 28 years to Maria Teresa Mestre, is the father of give children, and active member of the “Mentor Foundation,” created under the auspices of the World Health Organization to end drug consummation among the youth. He and his wife are also the founders of the “Fondation Grand-Duc Henri-Grande-Duchesse Maria Teresa” which works in the area of aid and humanitarian efforts. Above all, the Grand Duke “lives out Catholic principles, especially the defense of life and religious freedom.”

Along with the prize for distinguished persons, the Foundation will also bestow the Van Thuan Solidarity and Development Prizes, which are presented to Institutions, Organizations, Associations, which carry out humanitarian project that operate in developing countries for the defense of human rights, through the promotion and diffusion of Gospel principles, following the guidelines of the Church's social doctrine.” The Van Thuan Solidarity and Development Prizes differ from the Van Thuan Prize in that it is “characterized by a concrete support given to the works that the project carries out. The contribution in the form of money is a tangible sign of the closeness and attention of the Saint Matthew Foundation, so that the humanitarian projects that have been awarded, among numerous candidates, may carry out the end to which they were created.”

The four winners of this award are: the non-profit organization COMIS, "Cooperazione Missionaria e Sviluppo" run by Msgr. Andrea Vece at the Our Lady of Fatima parish in Salerno, Italy; the ALAS project of the "Caminos de Libertad" Foundation in the archdiocese of Bogota, Colombia, for the building of a national center for pastoral care in penitentiaries and their families; the Skills Development Center for the Blind run by Fr. Carlo Velardo S.D.B. in Pakkred, Thailand (see Fides 19/5/2006); and "ROCHER L'oasis des cites", an association dedicated to educational and social projects at the service of inhabitants of "difficult" neighbourhoods of French cities, begun by Cyril Tisserand, a courageous young man from the Emmanuel Community. (MT) (Agenzia Fides 16/9/2009)
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