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FIDES News Service – 31 October 2008

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE

Instrumentum mensis Octobris

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus X, October A.D. MMVIII

At the beginning of the month, on October the 4th , the Supreme Pontiff Benedict XVI made an official visit to the President of Italy at the Quirinal Palace. From the 5th  to 26th in the Synod Hall in the Vatican the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops was held on the theme: “Verbum Domini in vita et missione Ecclesiæ”. The Holy Father presided Eucharistic Concelebrations with the Synod Fathers respectively in St Paul's and St Peter's Basilicas; particularly important in this regard were two meditations given by the Pope during the 1st and the 14th General Congregation of the Synod. 

On the 12th October, during Mass in St Peter's Square, Benedict proposed four new saints for the veneration of the universal Church: Gaetano Errico, Maria Bernarda Bütler, Alfonsa dell’Immacolata Concezione e Narcisa di Gesù Martillo Morán. 

On Sunday 19 October, World Mission Sunday, the Holy Father made a pastoral visit to the Marian Shrine of Pompei, where he entrusted the Synod of Bishops and “all those members of the Church who devote their energies to serving the proclamation of the Gospel to all nations” to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

During his weekly Wednesday, general audiences, in this special Year of St Paul, the Pope continued his teaching on St Paul. Among private audience of particular importance in the month of October we mention the following: October 16 - participants at an international Congress organised by the Pontifical Lateran University  to mark the 10th anniversary of the Encyclical Fides et Ratio; October 20- participants at the 110th National Congress of the Italian Society of Surgery; October 30, a delegation of the International Jewish, Committee on Interreligious Consultations; October 31, participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Academy of Science and the same day, participants at meetings organised by the Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships. 

The Holy Father also received Bishops on ad limina visit from central Asia and from Ecuador. We also mention special Papal Messages during the month: to the International Humanae vitae Congress; to the director general of the FAO, on the occasion of World Food Day 2008; to participants at an International Meeting on the theme “Vatican II on the Pontificate of John Paul II”. 

Lastly, we mention the appeal made by the Holy Father at the end of the midday Angelus prayer on Sunday 12 October. He called for reconciliation and peace among the people of North Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo and for Christians suffering persecution in Iraq and in India. India was mentioned again at the Angelus on Sunday 26 October.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 October 2008 – General Audience

2 October 2008 – Audience with Bishops from Central Asia ad limina Visit 

3 October 2008 – Message for the International Humanae vitae Congress 

4 October 2008 – Official visit to the  President of Italy

5 October 2008 – Mass for the opening of the 12th General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops  

5 October 2008 – Angelus

6 October 2008 – Meditation 1st General Congregation of the Synod of Bishops

8 October 2008 – Message for 95th World Day for Migrants and Refugees 

8 October 2008 -  General Audience

9 October 2008 – Mass to commemorate Pope Pius XII on the 50th anniversary of his death 

12 October 2008 – Angelus

12 October 2008 – Mass for the Canonisation of four new Saints 

13 October 2008 – Fondazione Pro Musica e Arte Sacra Concert on the occasion of the Synod 

15 October 2008 – General audience

16 October 2008 – Audience with the Bishops of Ecuador in on ad limina visit 

16 October 2008 – Message on the occasion of World Food Day 

16 October 2008 – Audience with participants at Congress for Fides et Ratio 10th anniversary 

17 October 2008 – Projection of the film “Testimonianza” on the Servant of God, John Paul II

18 October 2008 – Intervention at the 14th general congregation of the Synod of Bishops 

19 October 2008 – Visita Pastoral Visit to the Marian Shrine of Pompei (1) – Eucharistic Celebration 

19 October 2008 – Visita Pastoral Visit to the Marian Shrine of Pompei (2) – Angelus

19 October 2008 – Visita Pastoral Visit to the Marian Shrine of Pompei (3) – Holy Rosary

20 October 2008 – Audience to participants at  National Congress of the Italian Society of Surgery 

22 October 2008 – General Audience

26 October 2008 – Mass to close the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 

26 October 2008 – Angelus 

28 October 2008 – Discourse on the 50th anniversary of the election of Pope, Blessed John XXIII 

28 October 2008 – Message to the meeting  ‘Vatican II in the Pontificate of John Paul II'

30 October 2008 – Meting with International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultation

30 October 2008 – Discourse for the opening of the academic year for Pontifical Colleges in Rome 

31 October 2008 – Audience with participants at the plenary of the Pontifical Academy of Science 

31 October 2008 - Audience with participants at Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships meetings

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Year of St Paul

The Church 

Culture

Faith

Freedom

Mary

Matrimony

Medicine 

The Word of God

Procreation

The Rosary

· QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul – ASIA/CHINA - Study program on Saint Paul in the Diocese of Nan Chong, following the indications of the Holy Father for the Pauline Year

Year of St Paul - ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Saint Paul and the Mission in Korea”: A symposium of the Church in Korea
Canonisation – Canonisation – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Canonization of Narcisa of Jesus: an event that raises spirits amidst preparations for World Mission Day

Canonisation –ASIA/INDIA - The Church rejoices at the canonization of its first Indian saint: Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception
Education – EUROPE/SPAIN - Bishops of Extremadura affirm that Education for Citizenship “is contrary to the Social Doctrine of the Church and the right of parents to educate their children in conformity with their moral beliefs.”

Hunger – AFRICA – World Food Day: 923 million people, most of them in Africa, risk hunger.
Family – Family – AMERICA/CHILE - Over 14,000 faithful participate in the 6th Walk for the Family and Life, to demonstrate the importance of the family and the value of life

Family – Family – AMERICA/MEXICO - Preparing for the VI World Meeting of Families, “an occasion for all families to improve and defend this basic cell of society.”

Family – Family – EUROPE/SPAIN - Pastoral Plan for the Archdiocese of Madrid for the next three years is centered on the family, in order to respond to “public affronts, warning signs of its imminent disappearance, and evident attacks on its nature and stability.”

Family –OCEANIA/TAHITI - Archdiocese of Papeete celebrates the Year of the Family in 2008: “in this country, that the advertising industry portrays as a paradise, there is really an impressive number of people who suffer from their family life.”

World Mission Sunday - AFRICA/MALAWI - Montfort Missionaries’ work with the youth of Malawi at the heart of the celebration of World Mission Day 

World Mission Sunday –AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Celebration of World Missions Day coincides with the 80th anniversary of the Pontifical Missionary Societies in the country

World Mission Sunday – AMERICA/ECUADOR - World Mission Sunday, with the theme: “You are God’s voice: Preach,” a continuation of CAM 3

World Mission Sunday – ASIA/CHINA - Private and community prayer, Rosaries, retreats, pilgrimages, Bible studies, religious professions, and ordinations: Chinese Catholics live the missionary month, in preparation for World Mission Sunday

World Mission Sunday – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Preparations underway for the First Missionary Congress in Pakistan, to be announced on World Mission Day

World Mission Sunday – EUROPE/POLAND - Numerous activities in missionary October, with the theme: “The disciple of Jesus is the missionary of hope.”

Mission Sunday - EUROPE/ROMANIA - Celebrating the missionary month with the story of the saints and the Apostles of Christ, illustrated by youth
World Mission Sunday – Mission Sunday – ASIA/CAMBODIA - For World Missions Day, the Church makes a renewed effort to form missionaries and youth according to the example of Saint Paul

World Mission Sunday – ASIA/ Mission Sunday – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - Bishops’ Message for October, month dedicated to the missions: in the spirit of Saint Paul, “the urgency to proclaim the Gospel to the world, especially Asia, is renewed and made evermore present.”

World Mission Sunday – OCEANIA/NEW ZEALAND - “Everyone is called to the mission”: Catholics in New Zealand accompanied by Saint Paul on their path towards World Mission Day

Mission –AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Fourth Missionary Congress in Salta, with the theme: “The Church in Salta, Missionary Disciple: Listen, Learn, and Proclaim.”

Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Third International Symposium on Missiology “Mission for Humanity,” for placing in practice the conclusions of CAM 3

Mission – AMERICA/HONDURAS – - PMS Guide for Missionary Animation: “a didactic tool in helping our baptized faithful to grow in their faith, open their hearts to their neighbor, and commit their lives in solidarity.”

Mission – ASIA/INDIA - Congress Mission opens in Gujarat, solidarity with Christians suffering from violence

Mission – ASIA/INDIA - Missionary Congress in Lucknow: “The youth, protagonists of the mission.”

Migrants – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - First Continental Latin American Encounter for Apostleship of the Road, promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in conjunction with the Latin American Bishops’ Council

Migrants – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Archbishop Marchetto at the First Continental Meeting for Pastoral Care of the Road-Street: “The Church should respond to the problems in human mobility, so as to become a sign of hope for a world that thirsts for justice, freedom, truth, solidarity, peace, and harmony.””

Morals – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - The President of the Bishops' Conference reminds Catholic politicians of their duty to oppose “any political program or draft bill that contains proposals that go against the fundamental content of faith and morals.”"

Morals – AMERICA/PANAMA – The Church says the law on reproductive health “introduces a cultural and moral system based on criteria which are foreign to our cultural, moral e spiritual life ”
Violence – ASIA/INDIA – The Church tells the National Integration Council: “There is an urgent need for a law to stop violence against Christians and give more social influence to minorities
Violence – ASIA/INDIA - Hindu fundamentalists appropriate lands belonging to Christians, forcing them to flee Orissa: the Bishops make another appeal to the government

Violence –ASIA/INDIA - The Church in India mourns the death of first Catholic priest due to violence in Orissa

Life – EUROPE/ITALY - For life and against the death penalty
Life – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA – Thousands of faithful march for life, against the law on abortion
· SUPER QUAESTIONES

VATICAN - Father Timothy Lehane, the new Secretary General of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith, tells Agenzia Fides: “I hope to be able to accompany the missionaries and National Directors, so that they can feel the support of the Universal Church in their work.”

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

Pius XII, fifty years after his death: no discontinuity with the Church of the Council

AFRICA/DR CONGO - “The Holy Father’s appeal for Kivu sheds light on an area that is often left in darkness,” a missionary from East Congo tells Fides

AFRICA/CAMEROON - “Benedict XVI's visit harkens back to that of John Paul II” the Nuncio of Cameroon tells Fides, following the Pope's announcement

AFRICA/ANGOLA - “The visit of His Holiness Benedict XVI is an inspiration to continue evangelizing the country,” the Apostolic Nuncio of Angola tells Fides

ASIA/INDIA - “Christians in Orissa just want to return to normal life, in peace and harmony with everyone, with respect for constitutional rights.” Interview with Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes, General Secretary of the Indian Bishops' Conference.

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

For complete texts of the Pope's homilies and catechesis in English go to: http://www.vatican.va/
1 October 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI continues with his catechesis on Saint Paul: “With the distinct charisms entrusted to Peter and Paul, let us all be guided by the Spirit, trying to live in the liberty that finds its orientation in faith in Christ and is made tangible in service to our brothers.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Today, we wish to pause on two episodes that show this veneration, and at the same time, the freedom with which the Apostle addressed Cephas and the other apostles: the so-called Council of Jerusalem and the incident in Antioch of Syria, related in the Letter to the Galatians.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in announcing the topic for his catechesis given in the General Audience held on Wednesday, October 1, in Saint Peter’s Square.

The so-called “Council” of Jerusalem “took place in a moment of not little tension within the community of the origins. It regarded responding to the question of whether it was opportune to demand circumcision of the pagans who were converting to Jesus Christ, the Lord, or whether it was licit to leave them free of the Mosaic law,” the Pope said. “On this occasion, Paul presents to the Twelve, defined as those of repute, his gospel of freedom from the law. In light of his encounter with the risen Christ, he had understood that in the moment of passing to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, circumcision was no longer necessary for the pagans, nor the laws regarding food and regarding the Sabbath, as a sign of justice: Christ is our justice and ‘just’ is all that which conforms to him. Other signs are not necessary in order to be just.”

The Holy Father mentioned that “The two forms with which Paul and Luke describe the Assembly of Jerusalem are united in the liberating action of the Holy Spirit, because ‘where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom,’ he would say in the Second Letter to the Corinthians.” Reflecting on the theme of Christian liberty, as it appears in the Letters of Saint Paul, Benedict XVI mentioned that it “is never identified with license or with the freewill to do what one wants. It is carried out in conformity with Christ, and therefore, in the authentic service of man, above all, of the most needy.”

The Pope then illustrated the meaning given by Paul and his community to the collection taken up for the poor of Jerusalem: “It was a totally new initiative in the panorama of religious activities. It was not obligatory, but free and spontaneous. All of the Churches founded by Paul in the West participated. The collection expressed the debt of these communities to the mother Church of Palestine, from which they had received the ineffable gift of the Gospel.” The value that Paul attributes to this gesture of solidarity is so great that he uses various terms to describe it, among which is “liturgy,” and the Pope explained that this term, “confers on the collection of money a value even of veneration: On one hand, it is a liturgical gesture or ‘service,’ offered by each community to God, and on the other, it is an action of love carried out in favor of the people. Love for the poor and divine liturgy go together; love for the poor is liturgy. These two horizons are present in every liturgy celebrated and lived in the Church, which by its nature opposes a separation between worship and life, between faith and works, between prayer and charity toward the brothers.”

The second episode is the what is known as the “incident in Antioch,” in Syria, “which allows us to understand the interior liberty that Paul enjoyed. How should one behave on the occasions of communion at the table between believers of Jewish origin and those of Gentile background?” After an initial period in which Peter had shared the table with both, Christians linked to James led him to avoid contact at the table with pagans, so as not to scandalize those who continued observing the rules regarding food purity. “This behavior, which truly threatened the unity and liberty of the Church, brought a fiery reaction from Paul, who arrived to the point of accusing Peter and the rest of hypocrisy,” the Pope said. “If justification was brought about only in virtue of faith in Christ, of conformity with him, without any work of the law, then what sense was there in still observing the [rules on] purity of food when participating at the table? Very probably the perspectives of Peter and Paul were different: for the first, not losing the Jews who had embraced the Gospel, for the second, not diminishing the salvific value of the death of Christ for all believers.”

Concluding his catechesis, Benedict XVI pointed out that “The incident in Antioch showed itself to be a lesson both for Peter and for Paul. Only sincere dialogue, open to the truth of the Gospel, could guide the path of the Church... It is a lesson that we should also learn: With the distinct charisms entrusted to Peter and Paul, let us all be guided by the Spirit, trying to live in the liberty that finds its orientation in faith in Christ and is made tangible in service to our brothers. It is essential to be ever more conformed to Christ. It is in this way that one is truly free, in this way the deepest nucleus of the law is expressed in us: the love of God and neighbor.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/10/2008)

2 October 2008 – Address to Bishops of Central Asia on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Pope tells Bishops from Central Asia: “Despite the severe pressures suffered during the years of the atheist communist regime, the flame of faith remained alight in believers' hearts thanks to the zealous sacrifice of priests, religious and lay people.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “We give thanks to the Lord that despite the severe pressures suffered during the years of the atheist communist regime, the flame of faith remained alight in believers' hearts thanks to the zealous sacrifice of priests, religious and lay people. Although the community may be a ‘small flock,’ there is no need to lose heart, dear Brothers!” These were the words of Pope Benedict XVI in addressing the group of Bishops and Ordinaries from Kazakhstan and Central Asia, whom he received on the occasion of their “ad Limina Apostolorum” visit, on October 2.

At the beginning of his address, the Pope gave a special greeting to Archbishop Tomash Peta of Maria Santissima in Astana, and President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Kazakhstan, the other Bishops and Delegate from the Greek Catholic community in Kazakhstan; the Apostolic Administrator in Kyrgyzstan; the Apostolic Administrator in Uzbekistan; the Superior of the Missio sui iuris in Tadjikistan; and the Superior of the Missio sui iuris in Turkmenistan.

As in the early communities, today as well, it is the Holy Spirit who guides the Church, the Pope said, encouraging the Bishops to let themselves be guided by Him: “Keep the flame of faith alight among Christian people. Conserve and draw vantage from the important pastoral and apostolic experiences of the past. Continue to educate everyone in listening to the Word of God and arouse, especially in the young, Marian devotion and love for the Eucharist. Spread the practice of the Rosary among families. Patiently and courageously, seek new forms and methods of apostolate, making it your concern to modernise them in accordance with today's needs, bearing in mind the language and culture of the faithful entrusted to your care.”

In order to become a reality, these tasks need an “ever greater unity” between Bishops and priests, which is why Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops to allow for an ever greater participation on the part of priests and religious, as well as the laity, in carrying out the various pastoral initiatives. He especially asked them to pay close attention to their collaborators, listening to them as they too are workers in the Lord’s vineyard: “Therefore, show yourselves to be ready and willing to come to the encounter to those that seek you, supporting them in times of difficulty, encouraging them to be increasingly more trusting in Divine Providence that never abandons us, especially in the moment of trial. Be a support for them when they are met with human and spiritual solitude. At the basis of everything is the constant recourse to God in prayer and continual effort towards unity among you, as well as in each of you own various communities.”

The Holy Father then emphasized that “the challenges that our modern globalized society places in the announcement and coherent practice of Christian life,” in the areas of Central Asia, as well as throughout the world. The Pope mentioned violence, terrorism, the spread of fundamentalism and extremist mentalities. “There is certainly a need to contrast this scourge with legislative means. However the force of law must never itself become iniquity, nor can the free exercise of religion be limited, because freely to profess one's faith is a fundamental and universally-recognised human right.”

Before closing his address, Benedict XVI mentioned that “the Church does not impose but freely proposes the Catholic faith, well aware that conversion is the mysterious fruit of the action of the Holy Spirit. Faith is a gift and a work of God, and hence excludes any form of proselytism that forces, allures or entices people by trickery to embrace it. A person may open to the faith after mature and responsible reflection, and must be able freely to realise that intimate aspiration. This benefits not only the individual, but all society, because the faithful observance of divine precepts helps to build a more just and united form of coexistence.”

Encouraging the Bishops to continue in their work, “knowing how to appreciate everyone’s efforts,” the Pope also thanked the priests and religious that work in the various ecclesiastical circumscriptions (the Franciscans in the Diocese of the Holy Trinity in Almaty, the Jesuits in Kyrgyzstan, the Conventual Franciscans in Uzbekistan, the religious from the Incarnate Word Institute in the Missio sui iuris in Tadjikistan, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in the Missio sui iuris in Turkmenistan) and encouraged other religious institutions to “be generous in offering their own contribution, by sending personnel or means to carry out apostolic work in the vast regions of Central Asia.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2008)

3 October 2008 – Message to International Congress on Humanae vitae

VATICAN - Holy Father’s Message: “the service that the Church offers in its marriage and family pastoral care must be able to direct couples to understand with the heart the wonderful design that God has inscribed in the human body, helping them to accept all that is entailed in a genuine path of maturing.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the International Congress “Humanae Vitae: Current Importance and Prophecy of an Encyclical” organized by the Pontifical Institute John Paul II for Studies on Marriage and Family and the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, the Holy Father Benedict XVI sent a Message to Monsignor Livio Melina, Director of the "John Paul II" Pontifical Institute For Studies on Marriage and the Family, in which he highlighted the importance and relevance of the Encyclical, “which addresses one of the essential aspects of the marital vocation and of the specific path of holiness that follows from it.”

The Pope wrote in his Message: “The possibility to create a new human life is included in the integral donation of the spouses. If, in fact, every form of love tends to spread the fullness of which it lives, conjugal love has its own form of communicating itself: the generation of children. Thus not only is it similar to, but it participates in the love of God, who wills to communicate himself by calling human persons to life. To exclude this communicative dimension through an action directed to prevent procreation means to deny the profound truth of spousal love, with which the divine gift is communicated... At a distance of 40 years since the publication of the encyclical, we can better understand how decisive this light is to understand the great ‘yes’ that conjugal love implies. In this light, children are no longer the object of a human project, but recognized as a genuine gift to receive, with an attitude of responsible generosity before God, first source of human life. This great "yes" to the beauty of love certainly entails gratitude, both of the parents on receiving the gift of a child, and of the child himself on knowing that his life has its origin in such great and receptive love.”

It is also true that in the path of the couple, “there can be grave circumstances which make it prudent to delay the birth of children or even suspend it,” the Holy Father wrote, explaining that here “knowledge of the natural rhythms of the woman's fertility become important for the life of the spouses,” as “the methods of observation, which allow the couple to determine the periods of fertility, allow them to administer all that the Creator has widely inscribed in human nature, without disturbing the integral meaning of sexual donation.”

The Pontiff then congratulated the Catholic University Sacro Cuore, for their support of the Paulus VI International Scientific Research Institute on Human Fertility and Infertility for a Responsible Procreation (ISI), whose task is “to make progress of the methods both of natural regulation of human fertility as well as the natural overcoming of infertility.” Concluding his Message, the Pope commented: “We can ask ourselves, how is it possible that today the world, and also many of the faithful, find so much difficulty in understanding the message of the Church, which illustrates and defends the beauty of conjugal love in its natural manifestation? Certainly, the technical solution, also in important human questions, often seems to be the easiest, but in reality it conceals the fundamental question, which refers to the meaning of human sexuality and to the need for responsible self-control, so that its exercise can become the expression of personal love. On the contrary, as we well know, not even reason is sufficient: It is necessary that the heart see. Only the eyes of the heart can understand the demands of great love, able to embrace the totality of the human being. Because of this, the service that the Church offers in its marriage and family pastoral care must be able to direct couples to understand with the heart the wonderful design that God has inscribed in the human body, helping them to accept all that is entailed in a genuine path of maturing.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2008)

4 October 2008 – Official Visit to the President of Italy 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI addresses the President of the Italian Republic: “the Quirinal and the Vatican are not two hills that ignore one another or face one another acrimoniously; rather that they are places symbolizing mutual respect for the sovereignty of the State and of the Church”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Today, we can observe with satisfaction that in the city of Rome, the Italian State and the Holy See coexist and collaborate in peace. This visit also serves to confirm the fact that the Quirinal and the Vatican are not two hills that ignore one another or face one another acrimoniously; rather that they are places symbolising mutual respect for the sovereignty of the State and of the Church, ready to co-operate to promote and serve the integral good of human beings and the peaceful continuance of social coexistence. This - I would like to reiterate - is a positive state of affairs that may be observed almost daily at various levels, one to which other States may also look and draw useful lessons.” This is part of what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in his official visit to the President of the Italian Republic, Giorgio Napolitano, in the Quirinal Palace on October 4, feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, Patron of Italy.

“This visit, the visit of the Roman Pontiff to the Quirinal,” Benedict XVI said in response to the address given by President Napolitano, “is not only an act to be inserted in the context of many other relations between the Holy See and Italy, but rather, it assumes what we could call a much more profound and symbolic value. Here, in fact, many of my Predecessors lived and governed the universal Church for over two centuries, undergoing trials and persecutions.”

Benedict XVI also recalled that his visit was taking place on the day on which Italy celebrates its “special protector,” Saint Francis of Assisi: “In this saint, who attracts believers and non-believers alike, we may see an image of the perennial mission of the Church, also in her relationship with civil society. The Church in this modern age of profound and sometimes difficult changes, continues to present everyone with the Gospel's message of salvation and undertakes to contribute to building a society founded on truth and freedom, on respect for life and human dignity, on justice and social solidarity.”

After having recalled what he has affirmed in other circumstances, namely that “the Church does not aim to acquire power nor does she seek privileges or positions of economic and social advantage” and that “her only aim is to serve mankind, drawing inspiration, as the supreme norm, from the words and example of Jesus Christ,” the Pope highlighted the fact that “In order to carry out this her mission, the Church must, everywhere and always, be able to enjoy the right of religious freedom in its broadest sense.” The Church edifies society en various manners, and in our day she especially focuses on the future generations: the formation of the youth is a “task that the Church must also take part in, among with the family and the school. She is, in fact, clearly aware of the important role that education plays in learning authentic freedom, which is necessary for a positive service for the common good. Only a serious educational commitment will allow for the construction of a society of solidarity, truly moved by a sense of legality.”

Finally, the Holy Father expressed his hope that “Italian Christian communities ... may educate people, and especially the young, to be responsible citizens committed to civil life” and that “the contribution of the Catholic community will be welcomed by everyone with the same ready spirit as that in which it is offered. There is no reason to fear prevarication by the Church and her members detrimental to freedom, indeed they hope that their own freedom not to betray their consciences illuminated by the Gospel will also be recognized.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2008)

5 October 2008 – Opening of the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops  

VATICAN - Benedict XVI opens the Synod of Bishops at the Basilica of Saint Paul: “if preaching the Gospel is the reason behind her existence and mission, it is indispensable that the Church know and live that which she preaches, so that her preaching can be credible, in spite of the weaknesses and poverty of the men that she is made up of.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, October 5, in the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided a Mass concelebrated with the Synodal Fathers, for the opening of the XII General Ordinary Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which will be taking place at the Vatican until October 26, on the theme: “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church.” In his homily, the Holy Father reflected on the readings from the Mass for the day, the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, which included the image of a vineyard, used to “describe the divine plan of salvation, and which establishes itself as a moving allegory of God’s Alliance with His People.” In the Gospel, the emphasis is on the workers of the vineyard: the servants sent by the owner to collect the rent and are abused and killed. The same happens to the owner’s son. The Pope said that, “here we can clearly see how the despise for the order given by the owner becomes despise towards the owner himself: it is not merely disobedience of a divine precept, but an authentic rejection of God. Here, the mystery of the Cross appears.”

“This page of the Gospel applies to our own way of thinking and acting,” the Holy Father continued. “It not only speaks of Christ’s ‘hour,’ of the mystery of the Cross in that moment, but also of the presence of the Cross in all times. The people who have heard the preaching of the Gospel have a special role. If we look at history, we are forced to recognize that it is not rare for inconsistent Christians to be cold and rebellious. As a result of this, although God never fails his promise of salvation, he has often had to resort to punishment. It is spontaneous to think, in this context, of the first proclamation of the Gospel, which gave rise to Christian communities that at first were flourishing, but later disappeared and are now remembered only in the history books. Could not the same thing happen in our time? Nations that at one time were rich in faith and vocations are now losing their identity, under the harmful and destructive influence of a certain modern culture. There are those who, having decided that 'God is dead', declare themselves 'gods', believing themselves the sole creators of their own destiny and the absolute owners of the world. In casting off God and not awaiting salvation from him, man believes that he can do whatever he likes and set himself up as the sole measure of himself and his action. But when man eliminates God from his horizon, is he truly more happy? Does he truly become more free? When men proclaim themselves the absolute owners of themselves, and the sole masters of creation, can they truly build a society in which freedom, justice, and peace reign? Does it not instead happen - as daily events abundantly demonstrate - that there is the expansion of arbitrary power, egoistic interest, injustice and exploitation, violence in all of its expressions? The result, in the end, is that man finds himself more alone, and society is more divided and confused. But Jesus’ words hold a promise: the vineyard will not be destroyed. Although he leaves the unfaithful keepers of the vineyard to their fate, the owner does not abandon his vineyard, and he entrusts it to other servants, who are faithful. This indicates that, if in some regions faith becomes weak to the point of disappearing, there will always be other peoples ready to accept it.”

The Pope then pointed out that “The message of consolation that we take from these biblical texts is the certainty that evil and death do not have the last word, but it is Christ who overcomes in the end. Always! The Church does not tire of proclaiming this Good News,” and recalled how it should be especially so in this Year of Saint Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles, “who was the first to spread the Gospel in the vast regions of Asia Minor and Europe.” After greeting the Synodal Fathers and all those present in the encounter with great affection, Benedict XVI mentioned that “when God speaks, He always demands a response; His work of salvation calls for human cooperation.” He continued, saying: “The Word of God alone can change man in the depths of his heart, and it is important, therefore, that with this individual believers and the community can enter into an ever greater intimacy with it. In effect, if preaching the Gospel is the reason behind her existence and mission, it is indispensable that the Church know and live that which she preaches, so that her preaching can be credible, in spite of the weaknesses and poverty of the men that she is made up of.” 

In concluding his homily, the Holy Father reflected on the pertinence of the exclamation of the Apostle to the Gentiles: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel,” and the invitation of Christ, “The harvest is abundant” (Mt. 9:37). “Many have not yet known Him and are still awaiting the first announcement of the Gospel; others, having received a Christian upbringing, have lost their enthusiasm and maintain a merely superficial contact with the Word of God; others have fallen away from practicing the faith and are in need of a new evangelization. Thus, there are plenty of people of an upright conscience, that ask themselves the fundamental questions about life and death, questions to which only Christ can fully respond. Thus, it becomes necessary that Christians in every continent be prepared to respond to every question with the hope that is in them, joyfully announcing the Word of God and living the Gospel without compromise...All of us experience the need to place the Word of God at the center of our lives, accepting Christ as our only Redeemer, as the Kingdom of God in person, to make his light illumine every part of humanity: the family, the school, culture, the workplace, leisure time, and all other sectors of society and our lives.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/10/2008)

5 October 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus says: “I invite all of you to support the work of the synod with your prayer, especially invoking the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, perfect disciple of the divine Word.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I invite all of you to support the work of the synod with your prayer,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in his Angelus address on Sunday, October 5. In his brief address before the recitation of the Marian prayer, the Pope reflected on the “value and function” of this assembly of Bishops, “chosen in such a way as to represent the whole episcopate and convoked to offer efficacious assistance to the Successor of Peter, manifesting and consolidating ecclesial communion at the same time.” The purpose of the Synod of Bishops, instituted in 1965 by Servant of God Paul VI, to realize a directive contained in the Council’s decree on the office of bishops, “Christus Dominus, has been once again called for by Benedict XVI in order “to foster close union and collaboration between the Pope and the bishops of the whole world, to furnish direct and exact information about the situation and problems of the Church, to foster an agreement on doctrine and pastoral action and to consider topics of great importance and contemporary relevance.”

The Pontiff also noted that “Synods are constitutive of the Church: They are a coming together from every people and culture to be one in Christ; they are a walking together behind him who said: ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’” Participating in the present Assembly, dedicated to the Word of God, are 253 Synodal Fathers: 51 from Africa, 62 from America, 41 from Asia, 90 from Europe, and 9 from Oceania. “Numerous experts and auditors, men and women, “brother delegates” from the other Churches and ecclesial communities, and other special invitees will join them.”

After reciting the Angelus, the Pope mentioned the television program entitled "Bibbia Giorno e Notte" [Bible Day and Night] will begin on Radiotelevisione Italiana (RAI), featuring live coverage of the reading of the Bible for 7 days and 6 nights from the Roman Basilica of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme, with 1,200 readers from 50 different countries. After affirming that “this event is a fitting accompaniment to the Synod of Bishops on the word of God...the Word of God can thus enter into homes to accompany the lives of families and single persons: a seed that, if properly welcomed, will not fail to bear abundant fruit.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/10/2008). 

6 October 2008 – Meditation during 1st General Congregation of the Synod of Bishops V

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI’s meditation at the opening session of the Synod of Bishops: “evangelization, the proclamation of the Gospel, the mission are not a type of ecclesial colonialism, where we wish to insert others into our group. It means going beyond the individual culture into the universality that connects all, unites all, makes us all brothers.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In opening the sessions of the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, on Monday, October 6, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the celebration of the liturgy of the hours, during which he meditated on several verses of Psalm 118, which is prayed in the liturgy, and is dedicated to the Word of God: “praise for His Word, expression of the joy of Israel in learning it and, in it, to learn about His will and His face.”

The Psalm opens with the firmness of the Word: “It is solid, it is the true reality on which we must base our life... the Word of God is the foundation of everything, it is the true reality... At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord speaks to us about the two possible foundations for building the house of one’s life: sand and rock. He who builds on sand only builds on visible and tangible things, on success, on career, on money. Apparently these are the true realities. But all this one day will vanish. We can see this now with the fall of two large banks: this money disappears, it is nothing. And thus all things, which seem to be the true realities we can count on, are only realities of a secondary order... Only the Word of God is the foundation of all reality, it is as stable as the heavens and more than the heavens, it is reality. Therefore, we must change our concept of realism. The realist is he who recognizes the Word of God, in this apparently weak reality, as the foundation of all things.”

Quoting the following verse of the Psalm – “Omnia serviunt tibi” – the Pope commented: “All things come from the Word, they are products of the Word... All is created from the Word and all is called to serve the Word. This means that all of creation, in the end, is thought to create the meeting place between God and His creature, a place where the history of love between God and His creature can develop... The history of salvation is not a small event, on a poor planet, in the immensity of the universe. It is not a minimal thing, which happens by chance on a lost planet. It is the motivation for everything, the motivation for creation. Everything is created so that this story can exist, the encounter between God and His creature. In this sense, the history of salvation, Covenant, precedes creation... In serving the Lord we achieve the goal of the being, the goal of our own existence.”

Continuing his meditation, Benedict XVI pointed out that “Just reading it does not mean necessarily that we have truly understood the Word of God. The danger is that we only see the human words and do not find the true actor within, the Holy Spirit. We cannot find the Word in the words...Thus, may we enter the internal movement of the Word, which in human words hides and opens the divine words. Therefore, exegesis, the true reading of the Holy Scripture, is not only a literary phenomenon, not only reading a text. It is the movement of my existence. It is moving towards the Word of God in the human words.”

Lastly, the Pope reflected on the fact that all human things are finite because “God alone is infinite. And therefore His Word too is universal and knows no boundaries. Coming into communion with the Word of God, we enter a communion of the Church that lives the Word of God. We do not enter into a small group, with the rules of a small group, but we go beyond our limitations. We go towards the depths, in the true grandeur of the only truth, the great truth of God. We are truly a part of what is universal. And thus we go out into the communion of all the brothers and sisters, of all humanity, because the desire for the Word of God, which is one, is hidden in our heart. Therefore even evangelization, the proclamation of the Gospel, the mission are not a type of ecclesial colonialism, where we wish to insert others into our group. It means going beyond the individual culture into the universality that connects all, unites all, makes us all brothers.” The Holy Father concluded his meditation on the Psalm, saying that “the Word of God is like a stairway that we can go up and, with Christ, even descend into the depths of His love. It is a stairway to reach the Word in the words... The word has a face, it is a person, Christ.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2008)

8 October 2008 – Message for 95th World Day for Migrants and Refugees
VATICAN - Message from Benedict XVI for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees: “Today too the message of salvation must be presented with the same approach as that of the Apostle to the Gentiles, taking into account the different social and cultural situations and special difficulties of each one as a consequence of his or her condition as a migrant or itinerant person. ”Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The life and preaching of Saint Paul “were wholly directed to making Jesus known and loved by all, for all persons are called to become a single people in him. This is the mission of the Church and of every baptized person in our time too, even in the era of globalization; a mission that with attentive pastoral solicitude is also directed to the variegated universe of migrants - students far from home, immigrants, refugees, displaced people, evacuees - including for example, the victims of modern forms of slavery, and of human trafficking. Today too the message of salvation must be presented with the same approach as that of the Apostle to the Gentiles, taking into account the different social and cultural situations and special difficulties of each one as a consequence of his or her condition as a migrant or itinerant person.” This is the exhortation that the Holy Father Benedict XVI made in his Message for the 95th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, which will be celebrated on Sunday, January 18, 2009 on “St Paul migrant, ‘Apostle of the peoples.’” The Holy Father hopes that “every Christian community may feel the same apostolic zeal as St Paul” and that “his example also be an incentive for us to show solidarity to these brothers and sisters of ours and to promote, in every part of the world and by every means, peaceful coexistence among different races, cultures and religions.” At the beginning of his Message, the Pontiff recalls that this Day is this year based on the Jubilee Year being held in honor of the apostle, on the 2,000th anniversary of his birth: “the preaching and mediation between the different cultures and the Gospel which Paul, "a migrant by vocation" carried out, are also an important reference point for those who find themselves involved in the migratory movement today.” Later, recalling the various parts of Paul’s life, the Pontiff recalled that after his encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus, “His life changed radically (cf. Phil 3:7-11): Jesus became for him his raison d’être and the motive that inspired his apostolic dedication to the service of the Gospel. He changed from being a persecutor of Christians to being an Apostle of Christ. Guided by the Holy Spirit, he spared no effort to see that the Gospel which is "the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Rm 1:16) was proclaimed to all, making no distinction of nationality or culture. On his apostolic journeys, in spite of meeting with constant opposition, he first proclaimed the Gospel in the synagogues, giving prior attention to his compatriots in the diaspora (cf. Acts 18:4-6). If they rejected him he would address the Gentiles, making himself - an authentic "missionary to migrants" - as a migrant and an ambassador of Jesus Christ "at large" in order to invite every person to become a "new creation" in the Son of God (2 Cor 5:17). The proclamation of the kerygma caused him to cross the seas of the Near East and to travel the roads of Europe until he reached Rome.”The “missionary zeal” and “passion of the wrestler” that distinguished St. Paul “stemmed from the fact that since ‘Christ [had] made him his own’, (Phil 3:12), he remained so closely united to him that he felt he shared in his same life, through sharing in ‘his sufferings’. This is the source of the apostolic ardour of St Paul... no difficulty hindered him from persevering in his courageous evangelizing action in cosmopolitan cities such as Rome and Corinth, which were populated at that time by a mosaic of races and cultures.” The Acts of the Apostles and the Letters of St. Paul are a model of the Church that “was not exclusive but on the contrary open to all, formed by believers without distinction of culture or race” and “In this perspective, fraternal solidarity expressed in daily gestures of sharing, joint participation and joyful concern for others, acquires a unique prominence. However, it is impossible to achieve this dimension of brotherly mutual acceptance, St Paul always teaches, without the readiness to listen to and welcome the Word preached and practiced, a Word that urges all to be imitators of Christ, to be imitators of the Apostle. And therefore, the more closely the community is united to Christ, the more it cares for its neighbor, eschewing judgement, scorn and scandal, and opening itself to reciprocal acceptance.” Benedict XVI continues: “If we are aware of this, how can we fail to take charge of all those, particularly refugees and displaced people, who are in conditions of difficulty or hardship? How can we fail to meet the needs of those who are de facto the weakest and most defenceless, marked by precariousness and insecurity, marginalized and often excluded by society? ”The Holy Father hopes that the World Day of Migrants and Refugees may “be for all an incentive to live brotherly love to the full without making any kind of distinction and without discrimination, in the conviction that any one who needs us and whom we can help is our neighbour (cf. Deus Caritas Est, n. 15). May the teaching and example of St Paul, a great and humble Apostle and a migrant, an evangelizer of peoples and cultures, spur us to understand that the exercise of charity is the culmination and synthesis of the whole of Christian life... The entire Gospel message is condensed in love, and authentic disciples of Christ are recognized by the mutual love their bear one another and by their acceptance of all.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2008)

8 October – General Audience

VATICAN - “The words and actions of Jesus for Paul do not pertain to a historic time, to the past. Jesus lives now and speaks with us now, and lives for us”: catechesis of the Pope in the General Audience

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After speaking in the most recent General Audiences on Saint Paul’s encounter with the Risen Christ and his relationship with the 12 Apostles and the Church of Jerusalem, in his catechesis on October 8, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on “what St. Paul knew of the earthly Jesus: of his life, his teachings, his passion.” Saint Paul himself, in his writings, distinguishes two ways of knowing Jesus and, in general, two ways of knowing a person, the Holy Father said: “according to the flesh,” meaning “to know only from the outside, with external criteria: one can see a person many times…yet even knowing someone in this way, one does not really know the person, one doesn't know the nucleus of the person. Only with the heart is one able to truly know a person. In fact the Pharisees, the Sadducees, knew Christ from the outside, they heard his teachings, and knew many details of him, but they did not know him in his truth….On the other hand, thanks to their friendship, and the role of their hearts, the Twelve at least substantially understood and began to learn more of who Christ really was. This distinctive manner of knowing also exists today: There are learned individuals who know many details of Christ, and simple people who don't know these details, but they know Christ in his truth.” 

Returning to this central question, the Holy Father continued: “it seems he never met Christ during his early life. Surely he learned the details of Christ's earthly life from the apostles and the nascent Church. In his letters we find three forms of reference to the pre-Easter Jesus.” 

First, there are explicit and direct references that show that Paul knows of the unfolding of the Last Supper and the words of Jesus in various circumstances, for example on the indissolubility of marriage. Secondly, Paul “knew the passion of Christ, his cross, and the way in which he lived the last moments of his life. The cross of Jesus and the tradition regarding the fact of the cross is at the center of the Pauline Kerygma. Another pillar of the life of Jesus that Paul knew was the Sermon on the Mount, some elements of which he cites almost literally when he writes to the Romans.” The third mode of presence of Jesus’ words in the Letters of Saint Paul, the Pontiff said, “is when he transposed the pre-Easter tradition to the post-Easter period. A typical example is the theme of the Kingdom of God. This is certainly at the center of the preaching of the historical Christ. In Paul the transposition of this theme is revealed, for after the resurrection it is evident that Jesus, the Resurrected One, is the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom, then, is where Jesus is. And then necessarily the theme of the Kingdom of God, in which the mystery of Christ had been anticipated, is transformed into Christology. Jesus' own instructions for entering the Kingdom of God are valid for Paul in regard to the justification by faith: Both require an attitude of great humility and availability, free of presumptions, to receive the grace of God.” 

Later, in referring to the “title” for Jesus that is attributed to Paul, the Holy Father mentioned that before Easter, Jesus “called himself "Son of Man"; after Easter it is evident that the Son of Man is also the Son of God. Therefore, the preferred title of Paul for Jesus is "Kyrios" -- Lord (cf Philippians 9:11) -- that indicates the divinity of Jesus. With this title the Lord Jesus appears in the full light of his resurrection.” One last commentary from the Holy Father referred to the saving dimension of Jesus’ death, as we see in the Gospel: “the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28). “The faithful expression of this phrase of Jesus appears in the Pauline doctrine on the death of Jesus as a rescue, as redemption, as liberation, and as reconciliation. Here is the center of Pauline theology, which is based in this phrase of Jesus.” In concluding his catechesis, Benedict XVI affirmed: “St. Paul did not think Jesus was something historical, as a person from the past…The words and actions of Jesus for Paul do not pertain to a historic time, to the past. Jesus lives now and speaks with us now, and lives for us. This is the true manner to get to know Jesus, and to learn the tradition of him.”

After having greeted the people in various languages, Pope Benedict XVI recalled that “the month of October, dedicated to the Holy Rosary, offers a special occasion for increasing our appreciation of this Marian prayer,” and he invited all to “recite the Rosary every day, trustfully abandoning themselves into Mary’s hands.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2008)

9 October 2008 – Mass to commemorate Pope Pius XII on the 50th anniversary of his death 

VATICAN - “While we pray that the cause of beatification of the Servant of God Pius XII may continue smoothly, it is good to remember that sanctity was his ideal, an ideal he never failed to propose to everyone”: Benedict XVI on the 50th anniversary of his death, recalls the “notable impulse” of Pius XII in the Church’s missionary activity.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The passage of the book of Sirach, in which it says that those who follow the Lord will find trials, difficulties and suffering, and the prologue of the First Letter of Saint Peter, in which he exhorts the communities of Asia Minor to persevere in the various trials and rejoice in the love of Christ and in the certainty of His invisible presence, was proclaimed during the Holy Mass that Benedict XVI celebrated in Saint Peter’s Basilica on October 9, on the 50th anniversary of the death of Servant of God Pius XII.

“In the light of these Biblical texts we can read about the earthly life of Pope Pacelli and his lengthy service to the Church, which began in 1901 under Leo XIII and continued with Saint Pius X, Benedict XV and Pius XI. These Biblical texts help us, above all, to understand which was the source he drew from for his courage and patience in his pontifical ministry, during the troubled years of World War II and the following ones, no less complex, of reconstruction and difficult international relationship of history called ‘the Cold War.’”

Inspired by the testament of Pius XII, the Holy Father observed: “To abandon oneself in the hands of the merciful God: This was the attitude my venerable Predecessor constantly cultivated.” In Germany, where he was the Apostolic Nuncio until 1929, “he left behind grateful memories, especially for having collaborated with Benedict XV in the attempt to stop the "useless slaughter" of the Great War, and for having realized from the beginning the danger of the monstrous Nazi-Socialist ideology with its pernicious anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic root. He was created a Cardinal in December 1929, and shortly after became the Secretary of State. For nine years he was a faithful collaborator of Pius XI, in a time marked by totalitarianism: Fascist, Nazi and Soviet Communism, all condemned by the encyclicals ‘Non Abbiamo Bisogno,’ ‘Mit Brennenbder Sorge’ and ‘Divini Redemptoris.’”

In the hardest moments of his pontificate, the Word of God became the light on his path, “a path in which Pope Pacelli had to comfort the homeless and persecuted persons, dry the tears of suffering and the crying of so many victims of the war... The war highlighted the love he felt for his "beloved Rome," a love demonstrated by the intense charitable work he undertook in defense of the persecuted, without any distinction of religion, ethnicity, nationality or political leanings... And how can we forget his Christmas radio message of December 1942? In a voice breaking with emotion he deplored the situation of ‘the hundreds of thousands of persons who, without any fault on their part, sometimes only because of their nationality or race, have been consigned to death or to a slow decline,’ a clear reference to the deportation and extermination of the Jews.”

Benedict XVI pointed out that “unfortunately, the historical debate on the figure of the Servant of God Pius XII, which has not always been the calmest, has prevented us shining a light on all the aspects of his multifaceted Pontificate,” recalling his many speeches and messages that he delivered to various groups of professionals, “some of which even today still possess an extraordinary relevance and continue to be a concrete point of reference.” Paul VI, who was his faithful collaborator for many years, described him as “an erudite man, an attentive scholar, open to modern means of research and culture, with an ever-strong and coherent fidelity both to the principles of human reasoning, as well as to the intangible depository of the truth of faith. He considered him a precursor of Vatican Council II.”

The Holy Father then quoted the Encyclical Mystici Corporis, in which Pius XII describes “the spiritual and visible relationships that unite men to the Word Incarnate, and he proposed integrating into this point of view all the principle themes of ecclesiology, offering for the first time a dogmatic and theological synthesis that would provide the basis for the Conciliar Dogmatic Constitution ‘Lumen Gentium.’” A few months later, with the Encyclical “Divino Afflante Spiritu,” “he laid down the doctrinal norms for the study of Sacred Scripture, highlighting its importance and role in Christian life,” and in the third encyclical, Mediator Dei, on the liturgy, which “provided an impulse to the liturgical movement.”

“We cannot do other then than acknowledge the notable impulse this Pontiff gave to the Church's missionary activity with the Encyclicals "Evangelii Praecones" (1951) and "Fidei Donum" (1957), that highlighted the duty of every community to announce the Gospel to the peoples, as Vatican II would go on to do with courageous strength. Pope Pacelli had already shown this love for the missions from the outset of his Pontificate when in October 1939 he had wanted to consecrate personally twelve bishops from mission countries, including an Indian, a Chinese and a Japanese, the first African bishop and the first bishop of Madagascar. One of his constant pastoral concerns, finally, was the promotion of the role of lay people so that the ecclesial community could make use of all its possible energy and resources.” 

The Holy Father concluded his homily with the following words: “while we pray that the cause of beatification of the Servant of God Pius XII may continue smoothly, it is good to remember that sanctity was his ideal, an ideal he never failed to propose to everyone. This is why he promoted the causes of beatification and canonization for persons from different peoples, representatives of all states of life, roles and professions, and granted substantial space to women. And it was Mary, the Woman of salvation, whom he offered to humanity as a sign of certain hope, proclaiming the dogma of the Assumption, during the Holy Year of 1950. In this world of ours, which, like then, is assailed by worries and anguish about its future; in this world where, perhaps more than then, the distancing of many from truth and virtue allows us to glimpse scenarios without hope, Pius XII invites us to look to Mary assumed into the glory of Heaven.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2008)

12 October 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - Pope at the Angelus asks that the perpetrators of the violence “renounce these acts” and work together “in building a civilization of love,” and encourages all to pray for peace and reconciliation in North Kivu (Congo), Iraq, and India

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “I urge the perpetrators of violence to renounce these acts and join with their brothers and sisters to work together in building a civilization of love.” These were the words of Pope Benedict XVI at the Angelus on October 12, in Saint Peter’s Square, at the end of the Mass celebrated in Saint Peter’s Square, for the Canonization of four new saints. Greeting the English-speaking pilgrims, especially those who had come from India for the Canonization of the first Indian saint, Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception, the Holy Father assured the Indian faithful of his prayers “during this difficult time,” commending them to the providential care of Almighty God those who strive “for peace and reconciliation.” 

Addressing those from Latin America, especially from Ecuador and Colombia, who had come to Rome for the Canonization of Mother Maria Bernarda Bütler (Swiss missionary in Latin America) and the lay woman Narcisa de Jesús Martillo Morán of Ecuador, the Holy Father spoke in Spanish, saying: “May the new Saints intercede for all their fellow citizens today, so that according to their example of a coherent faith and charity in relationship with their brethren, they may give constant testimony to Christ’s love for all people, giving renewed strength to the Christian roots of their people and contributing to the construction of a more just and solid society inspired by the values of the Gospel.”

Addressing the pilgrims from Poland, who had come to celebrate a day dedicated to the memorial of Pope John Paul II, the Holy Father said, “in the life of the saints and in their actions, there is always a strong spiritual presence of the Virgin Mary. I wish to highlight, in this month of October, their devotion to the Rosary, a daily means of union with Christ, a source of inspiration and consolation, an instrument in interceding for the needs of the Church, in harmony with the Pope’s intentions.”

Before praying the Angelus, the Pope encouraged all to join in praying “pray for reconciliation and peace in some situations that cause alarm and great suffering: I am thinking of the populations of North Kivu, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and I am thinking of the violence against Christians in Iraq and India, whom I daily commend to the Lord. We invoke the protection of Mary, Queen of All Saints, as well, for the Synod of Bishops being held during these days at the Vatican.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2008)

12 October 2008 – Mass for the canonisation of four new Saints

VATICAN - Benedict XVI canonizes four Saints: “Let us thank the Lord for the gift of sanctity... Jesus invites us all to follow him, like these saints, on the way of the cross, to inherit the eternal life that he, dying, made a gift to us.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On October 12, XXVIII Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Mass held at Saint Peter’s Basilica, in which he canonized four Saints: Italian priest Gaetano Errico (1791-1860), founder of the Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, the Swiss religious Mother Maria Bernarda Bütler (1848-1924), the Indian religious Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception (Anna Muttathupadathu) (1910-1946), of the Poor Clares, and the lay woman Narcisa de Jesús Martillo Morán (1832-1869), from Ecuador. 

“In baptism they received the wedding garment of divine grace. They kept it pure or purified it and made it bright in the course of their lives through the sacraments. Now they are joining in the heavenly wedding feast. The feast of the Eucharist, to which the Lord invites us every day and in which we must partake with the wedding garment of his grace, is the anticipation of that crowning feast in heaven. If it happens that this wedding garment is sullied or torn by sin, God's goodness does not reject us or leave us to our fate, but offers us the possibility, through the sacrament of reconciliation, of restoring the integrity of that wedding garment that is required for the feast.” Taking up the Biblical image of the wedding banquet, “covenant of love between God and his people,” theme of the Liturgy of the Word of the day, the Pope reflected on the fact that “parable of the wedding feast, brings us to reflect on the human response... But man must respond to God's generosity with free acceptance. This is precisely the generous path that was followed by those whom we are venerating today as saints.”

Then, Benedict XVI gave a brief spiritual reflection on the lives of each one of the new Saints. Father Gaetano Errico “entered among the group of other extraordinary priests who tirelessly made the confessional a place to dispense God's mercy, helping men to rediscover themselves, to fight against sin and make progress in the spiritual life. The street and the confessional were the two particular places of Gaetano Errico's pastoral work.”

Mother Maria Bernarda, although she preferred contemplative life, went to America as a missionary. She “deeply understood that the banquet the Lord has prepared for all peoples is represented in a very particular way in the Eucharist,” the Pope said. “This was the source and pillar of the spirituality of this new saint, as well as the missionary drive that led her to leave her homeland of Switzerland and open herself to other evangelizing horizons in Ecuador and Colombia.”

Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception had to face extreme physical and spiritual sufferings. “This exceptional woman, who today is offered to the people of India as their first canonized saint, was convinced that her cross was the very means of reaching the heavenly banquet prepared for her by the Father... May we imitate her in shouldering our own crosses so as to join her one day in paradise.”

The young lay woman Narcisa de Jesús Martillo Morán, born in Ecuador, “shows us a path to Christian perfection accessible to all faithful. Despite the abundant and extraordinary graces she received, her life developed in great simplicity, dedicated to her work as a seamstress and her apostolate as a catechist. In her passionate love for Jesus... she offers us an inviting testimony and a polished example of a life totally dedicated to God and neighbor.”

The Holy Father concluded his homily with this exhortation: “let us thank the Lord for the gift of sanctity, that today shines in the Church with singular beauty. Jesus invites us all to follow him, like these saints, on the way of the cross, to inherit the eternal life that he, dying, made a gift to us. May their examples encourage us, their teachings orient and comfort us, their intercession sustain us in our daily toil, so that we too may one day share with them and all the saints the joy of the eternal feast in the heavenly Jerusalem.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2008)

13 October 2008 – Address after Concert offered by the Fondazione Pro Musica e Arte Sacra on the occasion of the Synod

VATICAN - Benedict XVI encourages acceptance of the teaching of the Apostle Paul, who “compares the Church to the human body, made up of members very different one from the other but all indispensable to its correct functioning. In the same way, this orchestra and choir are formed of various instruments and voices which, in harmony together, produce a melody sweet to the ear and to the spirit.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the evening of October 13, in the Basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls the Holy Father attended a concert given by the Fondazione pro Musica e Arte Sacra, during the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, in the Year of St. Paul. The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Christoph Eschenbach, played the sixth symphony of Anton Bruckner. At the end of the presentation, the Holy Father gave a brief speech to those present, thanking those who “organized and promoted this beautiful evening with this musical event of such great caliber.”

“In the sixth symphony,” the Pope said in his speech, “we are revealed the faith of its composer, capable of using his compositions to transmit a religious view of life and history. We could say that Anton Bruckner, drawing from the Austrian Baroque and the Schubertian tradition of popular song, brought the romantic process of interiorisation to its extreme consequences. Listening to this famous composition in the basilica dedicated to St. Paul, we are spontaneously drawn to a passage from the First Letter to the Corinthians in which the Apostle, having spoken of the diversity and unity of charisms, compares the Church to the human body, made up of members very different one from the other but all indispensable to its correct functioning. In the same way, this orchestra and choir are formed of various instruments and voices which, in harmony together, produce a melody sweet to the ear and to the spirit. Dear brothers and sisters, let us take up this teaching which we see confirmed in the splendid performance of this music we have listened to.”

At the end, the Pope expressed “a special thought to the Synod Fathers and all those present,” especially thanking the Cardinal Archpriest Andrea Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, “for the many religious and cultural activities planned for this Year of St. Paul.” Benedict XVI later expressed hope that the “Basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls, where the mortal remains of the Apostle of the Gentiles are conserved, may truly become a fulcrum for liturgical, spiritual and artistic initiatives that aim to rediscover his missionary work and theological ideas.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/10/2008)

15 October 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - Pope’s catechesis at the General Audience: “Paul shows he knows well and he brings us to understand that the Church is not his and is not ours: the Church is the body of Christ, it is ‘Church of God,’ ‘field of God,’ construction of God … ‘temple of God.’”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Paul’s teaching on the Church was the main focus of the catechesis given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his General Audience held on Wednesday, October 15. The Pope primarily focused on the origin of the word “Church,” which comes from the Greek "ekklēsía" and that in the Old Testament “means the assembly of the people of Israel, gathered by God, and particularly the model assembly at the foot of Sinai.” “The term ‘ekklēsía’ only appears in the writings of Paul, who is the first author of a Christian writing.” “This word ‘Church’ has a multifaceted meaning: It indicates on one hand the assemblies of God in particular places (a city, a country, a house), but it also means all of the Church taken together. And thus we see that ‘the Church of God’ is not just the sum of the particular local Churches, but that these are at the same time the actualization of the one Church of God. All together they are the ‘Church of God,’ which precedes each local Church and which is expressed and actualized in them.”

Benedict XVI then referred to the fact that “nearly always the word "Church" appears with the added descriptor "of God": It is not a human association, born from ideas or common interests, but a gathering of God. He has gathered it together and because of this it is one in all of its actualizations. The unity of God creates the unity of the Church in all of the places where it is found.” In the Letter to the Ephesians, Paul elaborates on the concept of the unity of the Church, “in continuation with the concept of the people of God, Israel, considered by the prophets as the "spouse of God," called to live a spousal relationship with him. Paul presents the only Church of God as "spouse of Christ" in love, one spirit with Christ himself.” Although the early Church of Christ was harshly persecuted by Saul, he had seen threatened in this new movement the fidelity to the tradition of the people of God, animated by faith in the one God, after his encounter with the Risen Christ, “Paul understood that the Christians weren't traitors; on the contrary, in the new situation, the God of Israel, through Christ, had extended his call to all people, becoming the God of all peoples. In this way, fidelity to the only God was fulfilled; the distinctive signs made up of particular norms and observances were no longer necessary, because all were called, in their differences, to form part of the one people of God in the ‘Church of God,’ in Christ.”

One thing was clear to Paul: “the fundamental and foundational value of Christ and the ‘word’ he proclaimed. Paul knew that not only is one not a Christian by coercion, but that rather in the internal configuration of the new community, the institutionally component was inevitably linked to the ‘living word,’ the proclamation of the living Christ in which God opens himself to all peoples and unites them in the one people of God... Concretely, this word is made up of the cross and resurrection of Christ, in which the Scriptures have been fulfilled.”

At the center of the preaching of the Apostle is Christ’s Paschal Mystery, the Holy Father said, that “announced in the word, is fulfilled in the sacraments of baptism and Eucharist, and materializes in Christian charity. The evangelizing work of Paul does not have any other goal than to firmly establish the community of the believers in Christ. This idea is within the same etymology of the term ‘ekklēsía,’ which Paul, and with him all of Christianity, prefers to the other term ‘synagogue,’ ... The believers are called by God, who gathers them in a community, his Church.” 

The exclusively Pauline concept of the Church is that of her as “Body of Christ.” The Pope reflected on this, pointing out two dimensions: “One is of a sociological character, according to which the body is formed by its components and wouldn't exist without them... The other interpretation makes reference to the very Body of Christ. Paul sustains that the Church is not just an organism, but rather becomes truly the Body of Christ in the sacrament of the Eucharist, where all receive his Body and truly become his Body. Thus is fulfilled the spousal mystery, that all are one body and one spirit in Christ.” 

“Paul shows he knows well and he brings us to understand that the Church is not his and is not ours: the Church is the body of Christ, it is ‘Church of God,’ ‘field of God,’ construction of God … ‘temple of God’... The relationship between Church and temple assumes therefore two complementary dimensions: On one hand, the characteristic of separation and purity, which the sacred building had, is applied to the ecclesial community; on the other hand, the concept of a material space is surpassed, to transfer this value to the reality of a living community of faith. If before, temples were considered places of the presence of God, now it is known and seen that God does not dwell in buildings made of stone, but that the place of the presence of God is in the world of the living community of the believers.”

Concluding his speech, Benedict XVI made one last reflection: “In the Letter to Timothy, Paul qualifies the Church as "house of God" (1 Timothy 3:15); and this is a truly original definition, because it refers to the Church as a community structure in which warm interpersonal relationships of a familial character are lived. The Apostle helps us to understand ever better the mystery of the Church in its distinct dimensions of assembly of God in the world. This is the greatness of the Church and the greatness of our call: We are the temple of God in the world, the place where God truly dwells, and we are, at the same time, community, family of God, who is love. As family and house of God we should carry out in the world the charity of God and thus be, with the strength that comes from faith, the place and sign of his presence.”(SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008)

16 October 2008 – Address to Bishops of Ecuador on ad limina visit 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells the Bishops of Ecuador: “under the divine impulse of the Holy Spirit, the missionary zeal of the initial stages of the preaching of the Gospel, and the first proclamation of the Good News in your land, are renewed.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - "I note with satisfaction that one of the pastoral initiatives you consider to be most important for the Church in Ecuador is implementing the 'great mission' identified by the Latin American Episcopate at Aparecida, Brazil, and confirmed in the Third American Missionary Congress celebrated in Quito this past August.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the Bishops of Ecuador, whom he received in an audience on October 16, for their “Ad limina apostolorum” visit. 

After expressing his condolences for the death of Cardinal Antonio José González Zumárraga, Archbishop Emeritus of Quito, “who with such great self-denial and fidelity has served the Church until his last days, “the Pope pointed out that “ The call the Lord Jesus made to His disciples...must be a constant theme of meditation and the raison d'etre of all pastoral activity for the entire ecclesial community. Today, as in other times and places, men are in need of a personal encounter with Christ, in which they can experience the beauty of His life and the truth of His message.”

In order to face the many challenges in the Church's mission, “in a cultural and social atmosphere that seems to forget the deepest spiritual roots of its identity,” the Holy Father encouraged the Bishops to open themselves to the Holy Spirit, so that under his divine impulse, “the missionary zeal of the initial stages of the preaching of the Gospel, and the first proclamation of the Good News in your land, are renewed. For this to occur, it is necessary to make generous efforts to spread the world of God so that no-one remains without this indispensable spiritual nourishment, source of life and light. The reading and meditation on Sacred Scripture, individually or in community, will lead to a deeper Christian life and a renewed apostolic fervor among all the faithful.”

In this laborious missionary task, the Bishops can depend primarily upon priests, whom he encouraged to accompany “with prayer, affection, and closeness, guaranteeing them a permanent formation that will help them maintain vitality in their priestly life.” The Pope advised the Bishops that they encourage the religious in their testimony of consecrated life, “which has borne so many fruits of holiness and evangelization in your lands,” and to continue on “in a wide-ranging and generous form of vocational pastoral care, instilling in the youth a lively enthusiasm for Christ and the great Gospel ideals. This effort should be accompanied by the greatest care in selecting seminarians and in their intellectual, human and spiritual formation.”

In concluding his address, Benedict XVI highlighted the Ecuadorian Church's need for a “mature and committed lay people who, with a solid doctrinal formation and a profound interior life, live their specific vocation of illuminating all human, social, cultural and political reality with the light of Christ... Although the activity of the Church must not be confused with political concerns, it must, through reflection and moral judgments, offer its own contribution to the entire human community, also on those political questions that particularly affect human dignity.” Among these, the Pope mentioned the promotion and stability of the family, the defense of life from conception until natural death, and the responsibility of parents in the moral upbringing of their children.

After encouraging the Bishops to “place particular emphasis on charitable activities, in which the merciful love of Christ is manifest,” the Pope invoked the intercession of the young Ecuadorian Saint Narcisa de Jesús Martillo Morán, so that all the local Churches of Ecuador, “filled with faith and hope, may launch themselves with enthusiasm in sowing the Gospel in the hearts of all the men and women of that blessed land.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2008)

16 October 2008 – Message to FAO Director General on the occasion of World Food Day

VATICAN - Pope's Message: “an effective campaign against hunger, in order to confront climate change or to allocate agricultural production primarily to food, calls for much more than mere scientific studies. It is necessary, above all, to rediscover the significance of human beings in their individual and community dimensions, from the basis of family life, from which come the sense of solidarity and sharing.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the message sent to the Director General of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Jacques Diouf, for the occasion of World Food Day, whose theme this year is: “World Food Security: the Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy,” the Holy Father pointed out that the day coincides “with a particularly difficult moment in the world food situation, in which their appears to be an insufficient supply of food in comparison to the consumption rate and the climatic conditions are placing in jeopardy the lives of millions of men, women, and children who are forced to abandon their homelands in search of something to eat.”

Faced with this situation and while the high-level conference promoted by the FAO this past June did make a call on the international community in taking responsibility for the food insecurity, the Holy Father reaffirmed that “above all we must undertake to eliminate the reasons that prevent authentic respect for human dignity. With the means and resources the world has at its disposal, it is possible to supply sufficient nourishment and to satisfy the growing needs of everyone. The initial results of the efforts made to increase global production levels have proven this fact.” 

In analyzing the various motives that have led up to this situation, the Pope mentioned: the path of consumerism, the lack of decision in concluding negotiations and stopping the selfishness of governments or groups of nations and end the “uncontrolled speculation” that affects the rates of prices and consumption...the absence of a correct administration of the alimentary resources caused by the corruption of public life or increased investments in arms and sophisticated military technology, that sacrifices the fundamental needs of the people. The common origin of these motives can be found in a “false sense of values, upon which international relations are placed, especially the widespread attitude in modern culture that only favors a path towards material goods, ignoring the true nature of the human person and his most profound aspirations.” 

“An effective campaign against hunger, in order to confront climate change or to allocate agricultural production primarily to food, calls for much more than mere scientific studies. It is necessary, above all, to rediscover the significance of human beings in their individual and community dimensions, from the basis of family life, from which come the sense of solidarity and sharing. This reflects the need to build relations between peoples based on real and constant openness, to ensure that each country is able to satisfy the requirements of those in need, and to transmit the idea of relations founded on the interchange of reciprocal knowledge, values, rapid assistance and respect. It implies a commitment to promoting effective social justice in relations among peoples, which demands that each person be aware of the fact that created goods are meant for all people and that the international community, in their economy, should be oriented towards the distribution of the goods of the earth, to their sustainable use and to the fair division of their benefits...One essential condition to increase levels of production and guarantee the identity of indigenous communities, as well as peace and security in the world, is to guarantee access to land, favoring agricultural workers and promoting their rights.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2008)

16 October 2008 – Address to International Congress on 10th anniversary of Fides et Ratio Encyclical

VATICAN - “Ten years later, an attentive reading of the encyclical Fides et Ratio allows us to admire its constant relevance”: Pope Benedict XVI addresses the International Congress celebrating its 10th anniversary

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Ten years later, an attentive reading of the encyclical Fides et Ratio allows us to admire its constant relevance: it reveals the profound and long-sightedness of my unforgettable Predecessor.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI on October 16, when he received participants in the International Congress promoted by the Pontifical Lateran University, for the 10th anniversary of the encyclical “Fides et ratio.” 

The Holy Father said that “the Encyclical is characterized by its great openness to reason, especially in a period in which there is speculation about its weakness. John Paul II underlined the importance of uniting faith and reason in a reciprocal relationship, while respecting the autonomy proper to each. With this document, the Church interpreted an emerging need of the modern social context. She sought to defend the force of reason and its capacity to arrive at truth, while once again presenting the faith as a specific form of knowledge thanks to which we open to the truth of Revelation...Who can deny the contribution the great philosophical systems have made to the development of man's self-knowledge and to the progress of various cultures? Indeed, these cultures become fruitful when they open to truth, enabling those who participate in them to reach objectives that make social life ever more human. The search for truth bears fruits, especially when it is sustained by a love for truth.”

The Holy Father also mentioned that “the fact that there has been a slide from a prevalently speculative form of thought to a chiefly empirical one,” in that “research has turned to focus above all on the observation of nature in the attempt to discover its secrets. And the desire to understand nature has then been transformed into the desire to reproduce it. This change has not been effortless: the development of the concepts has diminished the relation between fides and ratio, leading them down different paths.” The Pope pointed out the positive contribution of scientific research: “Scientific and technological progress, which 'fides' is increasingly called to confront, has altered the old concept of 'ratio'; in some way it has marginalised the reason that sought the ultimate truth of things to make way for a reason that satisfies itself with discovering the contingent truths of the laws of nature. Scientific research certainly has a positive value when the applied sciences are the fruit of reason and an expression of the intelligence with which man manages to penetrate the depths of creation. For its part, faith does nor fear scientific progress and the developments to which its achievements lead when their ultimate focus is man, his wellbeing and the progress of all humanity... However, sometimes scientists do not perform research with this focus in mind. Easy profit, or worse still, the arrogance of substituting the Creator, sometimes play a significant role...Science, is not capable of establishing ethical principles; it can only receive them and recognize them as necessary in uprooting its eventual pathology. In this context, philosophy and theology become an indispensable aid which must be taken into account to ensure that science does not advance alone along a difficult path full of pitfalls and not without risks. This does not mean limiting scientific research or impeding scientific technology from creating instruments for progress. Rather, it implies keeping alive the sense of responsibility which reason and faith must have towards science, to ensure it remains at the service of man.” 

Benedict XVI concluded his speech by recalling that “the truth of Revelation is not superimposed on the truth achieved by reason, rather it purifies and exalts reason, enabling it to expand beyond its confines to become part of a field of research as unfathomable as the mystery itself. The truth revealed in the 'fullness of time' (Gal 4:4), has taken on the face of a person, Jesus of Nazareth, who offers the ultimate and definitive response to the question of man's meaning in life.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2008)

17 October 2008 – The Pope attends viewing of film “Testimonianza”

VATICAN - Benedict XVI's reaction to the film “Testimony”: “the film shows the human simplicity, the firm courage and, finally, the suffering of John Paul II, which he faced to the end with his inborn hardiness and the patience of a humble servant of the Gospel”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “We could say that the pontificate of John Paul II is enclosed between two expressions. The first was: 'Open the doors to Christ! Do not be afraid,' and it was dynamic, impressive to the public, and were words on his lips often in the years that followed. And the other, 'Let me go to the house of the Father', the Pope pronounced with a weak voice, from his deathbed, at the end of his long and fruitful earthly journey. Many heard the first words; only those closest to him heard the last. Among these was his faithful secretary, Fr. Stanislaw, now Archbishop of Krakow.” 

These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI after attending the premiere of the film, “Testimony,” held on October 17 at Paul VI Audience Hall. The film was based on the book “A Life with Karol,” written by Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, Archbishop of Krakow and the Italian journalist Gian Franco Svidercoschi.

“Revealing previously unknown episodes, the film shows the human simplicity, the firm courage and, finally, the suffering of John Paul II, which he faced to the end with his inborn hardiness and the patience of a humble servant of the Gospel... This moving work of cinematography will find its place among the many works done on this Pontiff, who has marked the history of the Church and of the world in the last part of the 20th century and the beginning of the third millennium.” The film allows for a re-living of several moments in the life of Karol Wojtyla and to become more familiar with his homeland of Poland and its cultural and religious traditions, as well as cover important events in the Church and society, and those lesser known. After thanking all those who had contributed to the film's production, the Holy Father exhorted all those present to respond to this invitation of John Paul II to “be not afraid.” “Following his example, we too wish to bear witness to Christ courageously.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/10/2008)

18 October 2008 – Address at 14th general congregation of the Synod of Bishops  

VATICAN - The Holy Father's address to the Synod: “for the life and the mission of the Church, for the future of faith, this dualism between exegesis and theology must be overcome. Biblical theology and systematic theology are two dimensions of the one reality.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The historical fact is a constitutive dimension of Christian faith. The history of salvation is not a myth, but a true story and therefore to be studied with the same methods as serious historical research. However, this history has another dimension, that of divine action. Because of this, 'Dei Verbum' mentions a second methodological level necessary for the correct interpretation of the words, which are at the same time human words and divine Word.” This was the theme spoken of by the Holy Father Benedict XVI on October 14, in addressing the 14th General Congregation of the 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.

Following along the lines of the indications from the Council, Benedict XVI mentioned three methodological levels to be followed in considering the divine dimension of the Bible: “one must, that is 1) interpret the text bearing in mind the unity of the entire Scripture; today this is called canonical exegesis; at the time of the Council this term had not been created, but the Council says the same thing: one must bear in mind the unity of all of Scripture; 2) one must then bear in mind the living tradition of the whole Church, and finally 3) observe the analogy of faith. Only where the two methodological levels, the historical-critical and the theological one, are observed, can one speak about theological exegesis -- of an exegesis suitable for this Book. While the first level today's academic exegesis works on a very high level and truly gives us help, the same cannot be said about the other level. Often this second level, the level constituted of the three theological elements indicated by Dei Verbum seems to be almost absent.”

The absence of this second methodological level has grave consequences, the Holy Father says: “the Bible becomes a book only about the past...remains in the past, speaks only of the past. There is also a second even more serious consequence: where the hermeneutics of faith, indicated by Dei Verbum, disappear, another type of hermeneutics appears of necessity, a secularized, positivistic hermeneutics, whose fundamental key is the certitude that the Divine does not appear in human history...Because of this, interpretations that deny the historicity of divine elements emerge...The consequence of the absence of the second methodological level is that a deep chasm was created between scientific exegesis and lectio divina. This, at times, gives rise to a form of perplexity even in the preparation of homilies. Where exegesis is not theology, Scripture cannot be the soul of theology and, vice versa, when theology is not essentially the interpretation of the Scripture in the Church, this theology has no foundation anymore.”

The Holy Father concluded his address to the Synod, highlighting the fact that “for the life and the mission of the Church, for the future of faith, this dualism between exegesis and theology must be overcome. Biblical theology and systematic theology are two dimensions of the one reality, what we call Theology. Due to this, I would hope that in one of the propositions the need to bear in mind the two methodological levels indicated in Dei Verbum 12 be mentioned, where the need to develop an exegesis not only on the historical level, but also on the theological level is needed. Therefore, widening the formation of future exegetes in this sense is necessary, to truly open the treasures of the Scripture to today's world and to all of us.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/10/2008)

19 October 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Marian Shrine of Pompei – Recitation of the Rosary (1) 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Pompeii recalls the “apostolic dimension” of the Rosary and that “in order to be apostles of the Rosary, it is necessary to gain a personal experience of the beauty and profundity of this prayer”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Sunday, October 19, after having venerated the remains of Blessed Bartolo Longo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI went to the Pontifical Shrine of Pompeii, where he led the recitation of the Rosary. At the end of the prayer, he gave those present a meditation on the meaning of the Rosary and offered a “Golden Rose” to the Blessed Mother. 

In speaking on the Apostolic Letter of John Paul II, entitled “Rosarium Virginis Mariae,” the Holy Father exhorted all those who work and live in Pompeii to adopt “the charism of Blessed Bartolo Longo and become, in the degree and manner that God would grant each one of them, authentic apostles of the Rosary.” The saints' experiences teach us that “this popular Marian prayer is a very valuable means to grow in intimacy with Jesus and to learn, in the school of Mary, how to always fulfill the divine will.” However, “Yet in order to be apostles of the Rosary, it is necessary to gain a personal experience of the beauty and profundity of this prayer, so simple and universally accessible. We must let ourselves be guided by the hand of Out Lady in contemplating Christ's face: a face that is joyful, luminous, sorrowful, and glorious. The person who like Mary, and with Her, treasures and assiduously meditates on the mysteries of Jesus, will be able to take on his sentiments and be conformed with Him.”

Continuing with the meditation, the Pope recalled that “the Rosary is a school of contemplation and of silence. At first sight it may seem like a prayerful accumulation of words and hence not easily compatible with the silence which is rightly recommended for meditation and contemplation. In reality though, this regular repetition of the Ave Maria does not disturb inner silence, rather it ... nourishes it. Thus, in reciting the Ave Maria, we should be attentive so that our voices do not 'muffle' that of God, who always speaks through silence...Even when it is prayed, as it is today, in large assemblies...the Rosary should be a contemplative prayer, and this cannot occur if there is not an interior silence.” 

A second reflection made by the Pope was dedicated to the relationship between the Rosary and the Word of God: “The Rosary is interwoven with elements from Holy Scripture. First, there is the annunciation of the mystery, preferably announced using the words of the Bible, as we have done today. Then there is the Our Father: with its 'vertical' dimension, it opens the soul of the one praying the Rosary, in an upright filial attitude, as the Lord encouraged us: 'When you pray, say: Father...” (Lk 11:2). The first part of the Ave Maria is also taken from the Gospel, and makes us hear once more the words with which God spoke to the Virgin through the angel and in the blessing proclaimed by Her cousin, Elizabeth. The second part of the Ave Maria rings out like the response of children who, addressing themselves imploringly to their mother, express their own adherence to the plan of salvation, revealed by God. Thus the minds of those who pray remain anchored in Scripture and in the mysteries it contains." 

The final aspect that the Holy Father reflected on was its “apostolic” dimension, which he wished to address, as it was World Mission Sunday. It was “a dimension that Blessed Bartolo Longo lived out in an intense manner, being inspired to carry out many works of charity and human and social promotion. He wished the shrine of Pompeii to be open to the whole world as a center whence to irradiate the prayer of the Rosary and a place of intercession for peace among peoples. Dear friends, I wish to confirm both these goals - the apostolate of charity and the prayer of peace - and entrust them once more to your spiritual and pastoral efforts." (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2008) 

19 October 2008 –Pastoral Visit to Marian Shrine of Pompei – Angelus (2)

VATICAN - Pope at the Angelus on World Mission Sunday mentions that “prayer is the first missionary duty of each one of us,” and in recalling the beatification of the parents of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, highlights the fundamental role of the family.

Pompeii (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of the Holy Mass celebrated in the Square at the Shrine of Pompeii, on October 19, the Holy Father led the recitation of the Angelus with the faithful present. In his introduction to the prayer, Benedict XVI entrusted various particular intentions “of the Church and humanity” to the Blessed Mother: the Synod of Bishops, World Mission Sunday, and the family.

“We especially pray for the ordinary assembly of the Synod of Bishops that is taking place in Rome and that has 'The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church' as its theme, that it might bear the fruit of authentic renewal in every Christian community,” the Pope said. Another special intention was World Mission Sunday which, in this Year of Saint Paul, proposes meditation on the famous expression taken from the Apostle to the Gentiles: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16). “In this month of October, the month of missions and of the Rosary, how many faithful and how many communities offer the holy rosary for missionaries and for evangelization! For this reason I am very glad to find myself today here in Pompeii, in the most important shrine dedicated to the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary. This gives me the opportunity to emphasize with greater insistence that prayer is the first missionary duty of each one of us. It is first of all through prayer that the way for the Gospel is prepared; it is through prayer that hearts are opened to the mystery of God and that souls are disposed to receive his Word of salvation.”

Benedict XVI then recalled the beatification of Louis Martin and Zelie Guerin, the parents of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, whom Pius XI declared patroness of the missions, which took place in Lisieux the same day. “St. Therese’s parents accompanied and shared the journey of their daughter, who was called by the Lord to unconditionally consecrate herself to him within the walls of Carmel...With the beatification of the Martins in mind, I would like to recall another intention that is close to my heart: the family, whose role is fundamental in nurturing in their children a universal spirit, open and responsive to the world and its problems, and in forming vocations to missionary life.” The Pope then invoked the protection of Madonna of Pompeii “for all the families of the world, already looking forward to the 4th World Family Meeting that is being planned for Mexico City in January 2009.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/10/2008)

19 October 2008 – Visit Pastoral Marian Shrine of Pompei – Holy Rosary (3)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Pompeii recalls the “apostolic dimension” of the Rosary and that “in order to be apostles of the Rosary, it is necessary to gain a personal experience of the beauty and profundity of this prayer”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of Sunday, October 19, after having venerated the remains of Blessed Bartolo Longo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI went to the Pontifical Shrine of Pompeii, where he led the recitation of the Rosary. At the end of the prayer, he gave those present a meditation on the meaning of the Rosary and offered a “Golden Rose” to the Blessed Mother. 

In speaking on the Apostolic Letter of John Paul II, entitled “Rosarium Virginis Mariae,” the Holy Father exhorted all those who work and live in Pompeii to adopt “the charism of Blessed Bartolo Longo and become, in the degree and manner that God would grant each one of them, authentic apostles of the Rosary.” The saints' experiences teach us that “this popular Marian prayer is a very valuable means to grow in intimacy with Jesus and to learn, in the school of Mary, how to always fulfill the divine will.” However, “Yet in order to be apostles of the Rosary, it is necessary to gain a personal experience of the beauty and profundity of this prayer, so simple and universally accessible. We must let ourselves be guided by the hand of Out Lady in contemplating Christ's face: a face that is joyful, luminous, sorrowful, and glorious. The person who like Mary, and with Her, treasures and assiduously meditates on the mysteries of Jesus, will be able to take on his sentiments and be conformed with Him.”

Continuing with the meditation, the Pope recalled that “the Rosary is a school of contemplation and of silence. At first sight it may seem like a prayerful accumulation of words and hence not easily compatible with the silence which is rightly recommended for meditation and contemplation. In reality though, this regular repetition of the Ave Maria does not disturb inner silence, rather it ... nourishes it. Thus, in reciting the Ave Maria, we should be attentive so that our voices do not 'muffle' that of God, who always speaks through silence...Even when it is prayed, as it is today, in large assemblies...the Rosary should be a contemplative prayer, and this cannot occur if there is not an interior silence.” 

A second reflection made by the Pope was dedicated to the relationship between the Rosary and the Word of God: “The Rosary is interwoven with elements from Holy Scripture. First, there is the annunciation of the mystery, preferably announced using the words of the Bible, as we have done today. Then there is the Our Father: with its 'vertical' dimension, it opens the soul of the one praying the Rosary, in an upright filial attitude, as the Lord encouraged us: 'When you pray, say: Father...” (Lk 11:2). The first part of the Ave Maria is also taken from the Gospel, and makes us hear once more the words with which God spoke to the Virgin through the angel and in the blessing proclaimed by Her cousin, Elizabeth. The second part of the Ave Maria rings out like the response of children who, addressing themselves imploringly to their mother, express their own adherence to the plan of salvation, revealed by God. Thus the minds of those who pray remain anchored in Scripture and in the mysteries it contains." 

The final aspect that the Holy Father reflected on was its “apostolic” dimension, which he wished to address, as it was World Mission Sunday. It was “a dimension that Blessed Bartolo Longo lived out in an intense manner, being inspired to carry out many works of charity and human and social promotion. He wished the shrine of Pompeii to be open to the whole world as a center whence to irradiate the prayer of the Rosary and a place of intercession for peace among peoples. Dear friends, I wish to confirm both these goals - the apostolate of charity and the prayer of peace - and entrust them once more to your spiritual and pastoral efforts." (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2008)

20 October 2008 – Address to 110th Italian Surgery Society National Congress

VATICAN - The Pope tells the Italian Surgical Society: “Every patient, even those without hope for a cure, hold an unconditional value, a dignity which must be honored, and which constitutes the necessary foundation of all medical activity.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The specific mission that characterizes your medical and surgical profession holds three facets: curing the sick person, or at least trying to treat them in an efficient manner as their illness progresses; alleviate the painful symptoms that accompany the disease, especially in its final stages; care for the sick patient in all their human needs.” This was what Pope Benedict XVI mentioned in his address to participants in the 110th national congress of the Italian Surgical Society, whom he received in audience on October 20.

“In the past, one was pleased with merely alleviating a sick person's suffering, unable to do anything to impede the evolution of the illness, let alone offer a cure. In the past century, thanks to the advances of science and technology, it is now possible to more successfully treat the sick. Thus, recovery, which in many cases was barely an option, is today a relatively common possibility, and is a great goal for modern medicine.” Benedict XVI also indicated, however, the risk of “abandoning patients at the moment in which it is felt impossible to obtain appreciable results.” But even when recovery no longer seems to be an option, the patient's suffering can be relieved and he can be accompanied on his path, in an effort to improve his quality of life in every way possible. “Every patient, even those without hope for a cure, hold an unconditional value, a dignity which must be honored, and which constitutes the necessary foundation of all medical activity. Respect for human dignity, in fact, requires unconditional respect for each individual human being, born or unborn, healthy or sick, whatever their condition may be,” the Holy Father affirmed.

Proceeding with his address, Benedict XVI pointed out the “primary relevance” of the relation of reciprocal trust that should be established between a doctor and patient, which is a determining factor in defining a plan for treatment, and in a certain way, for its success. “The aim should be a true therapeutic alliance with the patient, using their clinical knowledge to discover the most appropriate means to communicate with each patient. Such means of communication, while respecting the truth of the facts, will aim to sustain hope which is an essential element of therapy. It is important to keep in mind that it is precisely these human qualities that, in addition to professional competence in the strict sense of the term, the patient appreciates in a doctor.” Reflecting further on this theme, the Pope encouraged them to avoid “any tendency to interfere externally in this delicate doctor-patient relationship. On the one hand, it is undeniable that the will of the patient must be respected, without forgetting, however, that the individualistic exaltation of autonomy leads to an unrealistic, and certainly impoverished, reading of human reality. On the other hand, the professional responsibility of doctors must bring them to suggest treatments that aim at the true good of patients, with an awareness that their specific competencies generally make them better capable of evaluating the situation than the patients themselves.” 

The Holy Father's final exhortation made reference to the risk of treating the sick person not as a person, but as an object: “Due to the demands made by science, technology, and the organization of healthcare itself, their habitual lifestyle is completely turned upside down. Thus, it is very important that the existential context of the patient, especially his family, is not excluded from the treatment he undergoes. For this to take place, there is a need to promote a sense of responsibility among family members towards their sick relative. This is an important factor in order to avoid increasing the sense of alienation that a person inevitably suffers if entrusted to a form of medical care that is highly technological but lacks sufficient human sentiment.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2008)

22 October 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - For Saint Paul, Christ is “the standard to evaluate events and things, the purpose of every effort that he makes to announce the Gospel, the great passion that sustains his steps along the paths of the world.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Today I would like to speak of the teaching St. Paul left us about the centrality of the risen Christ in the mystery of salvation, about his Christology...Christ is for the Apostle the standard to evaluate events and things, the purpose of every effort that he makes to announce the Gospel, the great passion that sustains his steps along the paths of the world. And he is a living Christ, concrete.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his audience during the General Audience on Wednesday, October 22, in Saint Peter's Square.

Paul does not bother describing isolated facts from Jesus' life, the Holy Father explained, “His pastoral and theological work was so directed toward the edification of the nascent communities, that it was natural for him to concentrate everything on the announcement of Jesus Christ as 'Lord,' alive today and present among his own. Here we see the essentiality that is characteristic of Pauline Christology, which develops the depths of the mystery with a constant and precise concern: To announce, with certainty, Jesus and his teaching, but to announce above all the central reality of his death and resurrection as the culmination of his earthly existence and the root of the successive development of the whole Christian faith, of the whole reality of the Church. For the Apostle, the Resurrection is not an event in itself that is separated from the Death. The risen One is the same One who was crucified. The risen One also had his wounds.”

The Apostle Paul contemplates the mystery of the Crucified-Risen Lord and “through the sufferings endured by Christ in his humanity (earthly dimension) arrives to this eternal existence in which he is one with the Father (pre-temporal dimension).” These two dimensions were already present in the Old Testament, in the figure of Wisdom and the exaltation of he role of Wisdom pre-existent to the creation of the world. The Pope continued, saying, “The same wisdom texts that speak of the eternal pre-existence of Wisdom also speak of its descent, of the abasement of this Wisdom, which has made for itself a tent among men. Thus we can already feel resonate the words from the Gospel of John that speak of the tent of the flesh of the Lord.” Saint Paul, in his Christology “refers precisely to this wisdom perspective: He recognizes in Jesus the eternal Wisdom existing from all time, the Wisdom that descends and creates a tent among us,” and clarifies that “Christ, like Wisdom, can be rejected above all by the rulers of this age, such that in the plans of God a paradoxical situation is created: the cross, which will become the path of salvation for the whole human race.”

The Letter to the Philippians shows that “faith in the divinity of Christ is not a Hellenistic invention, arising after the earthly life of Christ, an invention that, forgetting his humanity, had divinized him. We see in reality that the early Judeo-Christianity believed in the divinity of Jesus. Moreover, we can say that the apostles themselves, in the great moments of the life of the Master, had understood that he was the Son of God.” The hymn from the Letter of the Philippians illustrates the principle moments of the journey undertaken by Christ: his pre-existence, his voluntary self-emptying to the point of self-humbling, the Father's response to the Son's humiliation. “What is impressive is the contrast between the radical abasement and the resulting glorification in the glory of God,” the Pope explained. “The initiative of abasement, of the radical humility of Christ, which contrasts with human pride, is really the expression of divine love; from it follows this elevation to heaven to which God attracts us with his love.” 

Finally, the Pope made reference to the First Letter of Paul to Timothy, as an example of “other places in Pauline literature where the themes of the pre-existence and the descent of the Son of God to earth are united,” along with references to the Letters to the Colossians and Ephesians. “In the first, Christ is designated as the 'firstborn of all creation' (1:15-20). This word 'firstborn' implies that the first among many children, the first among many brothers and sisters, has lowered to draw us and make us brothers and sisters.” In the Letter to the Ephesians, there is a “beautiful exposition of the divine plan of salvation, when Paul says that in Christ, God wanted to recapitulate all things. Christ is the recapitulation of everything, he takes up everything and guides us to God. And thus is implied a movement of descent and ascent, inviting us to participate in his humility, that is, in his love for neighbor, so as to thus be participants in his glorification, making ourselves with him into sons in the Son.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2008)

26 October 2008 – Mass to close 12th Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops 

VATICAN - “The Church's priority, at the beginning of this new millennium, is above all to nourish itself with the Word of God, so as to promote the new evangelization, the preaching of the Gospel in our times,” Benedict XVI said in the Closing Mass for the Synod, where he also announced his first trip to Africa

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “All of us who have taken part in the Synod sessions, come away with a renewed awareness of the fact that the Church's priority, at the beginning of this new millennium, is above all to nourish itself with the Word of God, so as to promote the new evangelization, the preaching of the Gospel in our times. Now we must take this ecclesial experience to each community; there is a need to understand the necessity that exists of translating the word that has been heard into gestures of love, since only in this way is the proclamation of the Gospel made believable, despite human weaknesses. This requires above all a more intimate familiarity with Christ and constant docility in listening to His word.” These are words taken from the homily given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI on October 26, at the Closing Mass with the Synodal Fathers in St. Peter's Basilica, for the closure of the XII Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme: “The Word of God in the Life and Mission of the Church.” 

Commenting the passages from Sacred Scripture read during the Mass, the Pope reflected on the fact that “being Christ's disciples means placing his teachings into practice, namely, the greatest commandment of Divine Law, the commandment of love. The First Reading, from the Book of Exodus, also insists on the obligation to love; a love that is borne witness to in interpersonal relationships, which should be relationships of respect, collaboration, and generous assistance...In the Second Reading, we see a concrete application of the greatest commandment of love in one of the first communities of Christians. Saint Paul writes the Thessalonians, telling them that although he has known them for a brief time, he esteems them and carries them affectionately in his heart...They experience a certain weakness and difficulty in that recently-founded community, but love is what overcomes everything, renews everything, is victorious over everything: the love of the person who, aware of their own limitations, with docility follows the words of Christ, the Divine Teacher, transmitted by His faithful disciple.” 

The Pope then reflected on “link between a loving listening to the Word of God and disinterested service towards our brothers,” noting that in the Synod, they addressed “the growing need today for a more intimate listening to God, for a clearer understanding of His saving word, for a more sincere sharing of the faith that is constantly nourished at the table of the Divine Word.” He then thanked all the Synodal Fathers for their contribution to their reflections on the themes, asking that once they return to their homes, they may express “the affectionate greetings from the Bishop of Rome” to everyone. “A special thought goes out to the Bishops of continental China, who were unable to attend the Synod. I wish here to give voice to, and give thanks to God for, their love for Christ, their communion with the universal Church and their fidelity to the Successor of the Apostle Peter. They are present in our prayer, together with the faithful entrusted to their pastoral care. We ask the “Supreme Pastor of the Flock” to grant them joy, strength, and apostolic zeal in order to guide the Catholic community in China, which we hold so dear, with wisdom and foresight.”

Recalling the strong expression of the Apostle Paul - “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:16) – the Pope expressed his hope that “in every community there may be an increased commitment to this longing of Paul, in the vocation to work at the service of the Gospel throughout the world... Many people are seeking, perhaps without realizing it, to encounter Christ and his Gospel; many need to find in him the meaning of their lives. Giving a clear and shared testimony of a life according to the Word of God, demonstrated by Jesus, is therefore an indispensable criteria for verifying the mission of the Church.”

Benedict XVI continued, saying: “One who thinks they've understood Scripture, or at least a part of them, without making the effort to build, through his intelligence, the double love for God and for neighbor, shows that in reality he is still far from having understood its profound sense.” The Second Vatican Council has done much in making the Sacred Scripture more accessible to the faithful, “an indispensable requisite today for evangelization,” however, “a dynamic and credible pastoral promotion of Sacred Scripture is indispensable for preaching, celebrating, and living the Word in the Christian community, dialoguing with the culture of our time, placing it at the service of the truth and not the current ideologies and promoting the dialogue that God wishes to have with all men. In a special manner, this is linked to the preparation of priests, especially in supporting the spreading the Bible. There are also current efforts to bring about a biblical movement among the laity and formation of group leaders, with a special focus on the youth. There is a need to support the effort to teach the faith using the Word of God also to those who are 'far away' and especially to those who are sincerely seeking the meaning of their lives.”

In concluding his homily, Benedict XVI focused on the privileged place where the Word of God resounds and edifies the Church: the liturgy. “Here the Bible shows itself to be the book of a people and for a people; an inheritance, a testament entrusted to readers, so that they can live out written salvation history in their lives...Scripture and liturgy converge, therefore, in the same goal of bringing the people to a dialogue with the Lord and to obedience to the Lord's will.” Entrusting the fruits of this Synod and that of the second Special Assembly of the Synod of Africa, which will take place in Rome in October 2009, to the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, Benedict XVI announced his first trip to Africa: “It is my intention to travel next March to Cameroon, to give the bishops of the continent the 'instrumentum laboris' of the synod. From there, I will continue on, God willing, to Angola, on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the evangelization of that country.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/10/2008)

26 October 2008 – Angelus 

VATICAN - Pope at the Angelus mentions the “strong experience of ecclesial communion” lived in the Synod and launches an appeal “to the tragedy that is being lived in the countries of the East, where Christians are victims of intolerance and cruel violence.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Every synodal assembly is a strong experience of ecclesial communion, but this one even more so because at the center of the attention was placed that which enlightens and guides the Church: the Word of God, which is Christ in person. And we have lived each day in a religious listening, marking all the grace and beauty of being his disciples and servants.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI recalled the importance of the Synod of Bishops, just moments after celebrating its closure with a Mass in Saint Peter's Basilica on October 26. The Pope reflected on one of the main themes discussed - “the relationship between the Word and words, that is, between the Divine Word, and the Scripture that expresses it” - and affirmed: As the Second Vatican Council teaches in the constitution 'Dei Verbum' (No. 12), a good biblical exegesis requires both the historical-critical method and the theological one, because sacred Scripture is the Word of God in human words. This implies that every text should be read keeping in mind the unity of all Scripture, the living tradition of the Church and the light of faith...Scientific exegesis and lectio divina are, therefore, both necessary and complementary for seeking, through the literal meaning, the spiritual one, which God wants to communicate to us today.” 

Benedict XVI then continued, saying: “At the end of the synodal assembly, the patriarchs of the Eastern Churches have raised a call, which I make my own, to bring the attention of the international community, of religious leaders and of all men and women of good will, to the tragedy that is being lived in the countries of the East, where Christians are victims of intolerance and cruel violence, slain, threatened, and forced to abandon their homes and wander in search of refuge. I am thinking especially in this moment of Iraq and India. I am sure that the ancient and noble populations of these nations have learned, over the course of centuries of respectful coexistence, to appreciate the contribution that the small, but qualified and hardworking Christian minorities give to the growth of the common homeland. They do not ask for privileges, but only want to continue living in their nation with their countrymen, as they have always done. I ask the respective civil and religious authorities not to spare any effort so that legality and civil coexistence are again re-established and honest and loyal citizens can know that they can count on adequate protection from the institutions of the state. I also hope that the civil and religious leaders of all countries, aware of their roles as guides and reference points for the people, make significant and explicit gestures of friendship and consideration for Christian minorities or those of other religions, and that they make of the defense of their legitimate rights a question of honor.”

Lastly, the Holy Father repeated his announcement which he had already made during the Mass in Saint Peter's, on his trip to Africa, scheduled for March 2009, in which he will visit Cameroon, where he will give the bishops of the continent the "instrumentum laboris" of the synod, and then to Angola, on the occasion of the 500th anniversary of the evangelization of that country. 

The Pope concluded by entrusting the suffering mentioned earlier, as well as the hopes that “all of us carry in our hearts,” particularly the expectation of the synod of Africa, to Most Holy Mary. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 27/10/2008)

28 October 2008 – Address on 50th anniversary of Blessed John XXIII's election to the Chair of Peter 
VATICAN - Amid the sharp contrasts of his time, Pope John XXIII was “a man and pastor of peace, who opened unexpected horizons of fraternity among Christians and of dialogue with everyone”: Benedict XVI on the 50th anniversary of the election to the pontifical throne of Blessed John XXIII

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The announcement of his election to the See of Peter, “was a prelude and prophecy of the experience of fatherhood, that God was to abundantly bestow through the words, gestures, and ecclesial service of the ‘Papa Buono.’ The grace of God was preparing a period of commitment and promise for the Church and for society, and it found in the docility to the Holy Spirit which marked the entire life of John XXIII a fertile soil in which to sow harmony, hope, unity and peace, for the good of all humanity.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed the faithful gathered in the Vatican Basilica on the afternoon of October 28, at the end of the Holy Mass celebrated by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, on the 50th anniversary of he election to the pontifical throne of Blessed John XXIII.

“"Pope John identified faith in Christ and membership of the Church, Mother and Teacher, as a guarantee of fruitful Christian witness in the world. And thus, amid the sharp contrasts of his time, the Pope remained a man and pastor of peace, who opened unexpected horizons of fraternity among Christians and of dialogue with everyone. Greeting the pilgrims from the Diocese of Bergamo, the Holy Father told them to “follow the example and teachings of the Pope,” who was from their same land. He also recalled that one of the special gifts from John XXIII to the Church was the Second Vatican Council, which was called, prepared and begun by him.” Quoting once more what Pope John said in the Encyclical “Pacem in terris,” that the believer “must be a glowing point of light in the world, a nucleus of love, a leaven of the whole mass” and that “he will be so in proportion to his degree of spiritual union with God,” Benedict XVI pointed out that “this was the program of life for this great Pontiff and it can become the ideal of every believer, and every Christian community.”

The last two points of his message, the Pope dedicated to the family and the parish, two subjects greatly loved by Blessed John XXIII. The family is the “central subject of the Church’s life, the heart of education in the faith and the indispensable cell of society.” The future Pope John wrote in a letter to his family members: “The education that leaves the biggest impression is always that received in the home. I have forgotten much of what I have read in books, however I maintain a vivid memory of all I learned from my parents and my elders” (20 December 1932). John XXIII also showed a great appreciation for the parish, “a most important organism within ecclesial life. With great hope, The late Pope trustingly gave the parish - a family of families - the task of nourishing the sentiments of communion and fraternity among the faithful. Molded by the Eucharist, the parish will become a beneficial ferment amidst the widespread consumerism and individualism of our time, reawakening solidarity and opening, in faith, the eye of the heart to recognize the Father, Who is gratuitous love and Who wishes to share his own joy with His children.”

The Holy Father entrusted all families and parishes to the Mother of God, placing the Holy Family of Nazareth as their example, to become “the first ‘seminary’ and foster the growth of vocations to the priesthood, to the missions, to consecrated life, and to family life, according to the Heart of Christ.” He concluded his address in this manner: “I ask that Pope John XXIII grant us the grace of experiencing the closeness of his gaze, that we may truly be a family of God.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/10/2008)

28 October 2008 – Message to Congress on Vatican Council II in the Pontificate of John Paul II 

VATICAN - The Pope’s Message to the Congress on Vatican Council II in the Pontificate of John Paul II: “The vast doctrinal patrimony, which we rediscover in its Dogmatic Constitutions in its Declarations and Decrees, still stimulates us to a deep appraisal of the Word of the Lord in order to apply it to the Church today.”

Vatican City (Agencia Fides) – “I cannot help but rejoice in light of the theme chosen, as it is one that unites two subjects which are of great importance to me: the Second Vatican Council, which I had the honor of participating in as an expert, and the person of my beloved predecessor John Paul II, who offered a significant personal contribution as a Council Father in that Council, and later by divine will, exercised his role as its primary executor during the years of his Pontificate.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in a Message to participants in the International Congress on “Vatican Council II in the Pontificate of John Paul II,” organized by the St. Bonaventure Theological Faculty and the Institute for Documentation and Study of the Pontificate of John Paul II. 

In a Message written to Fr. Marco Tasca, minister general of the Friars Minor Conventual and chancellor of the St. Bonaventure Pontifical Theological Faculty (the "Seraphicum"), the Pope highlighted that “the Council came forth from the great heart of Pope John XXIII,” although it would be more exact to say that “like all the great events in Church history, it came forth from the heart of God, from His saving will…Placing divine salvation at the disposal of mankind today was the main motivation that led Pope John to hold the Council and it was the perspective with which we all worked, as Fathers.”

Benedict XVI recalled that since his election as Pope, he has had the opportunity of reaffirming “the conciliar documents have not lost their relevance with the passing of time,” and mentioned how his predecessor, John Paul II, “in almost every document he produced, and even more so in his decisions and acts as Pontiff, welcomed the fundamental tenets of Vatican II, thus becoming a qualified interpreter and coherent witness of the Council.” His constant concern was to make everyone aware of the advantages that would ensue from welcoming the conciliar vision, “not only for the good of the Church, but also for that of civil society and of the people in it.” 

The Holy Father continued, saying: “We are all debtors of that extraordinary ecclesial event. The vast doctrinal patrimony, which we rediscover in its Dogmatic Constitutions in its Declarations and Decrees, still stimulates us to a deep appraisal of the Word of the Lord in order to apply it to the Church today, bearing in mind the many requirements of the men and women of the modern world, who have an urgent need to know and experience the light of Christian hope." 

In concluding his Message, Benedict XVI mentions: “the yearning for humanity’s salvation, which filled the hearts of the Council Fathers and led them in their quest to find solutions to many of today’s problems, was no less alive in the heart of Saint Bonaventure as he sought to respond to the hopes and anxieties of the men of his time. As the Doctor Seraphicus, in the richness of his thought, can still offer you valid guidelines with which to approach the conciliar documents in order to seek satisfying answers to the many questions of our time…The ultimate goal for all our activity should be our communion with the living Lord. Likewise, for the Second Vatican Council Fathers, the ultimate objective of all the elements of renewal in the Church was to lead her to the living God revealed in Jesus Christ.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 29/10/2008)

30 October 2008 – Address to International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations: “In our troubled world, so frequently marked by poverty, violence and exploitation, dialogue between cultures and religions must more and more be seen as a sacred duty incumbent upon all those who are committed to building a world worthy of man.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Church’s commitment to implementing the principles set forth in the historic Declaration Nostra Aetate of the Second Vatican Council, “which firmly condemned all forms of antisemitism, represented both a significant milestone in the long history of Catholic-Jewish relations and a summons to a renewed theological understanding of the relations between the Church and the Jewish People,” was recalled by the Holy Father Benedict XVI in the audience held with members of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, on October 30. The Holy Father gladly noted that “Christians today are increasingly conscious of the spiritual patrimony they share with the people of the Torah” and “Jews too are challenged to discover what they have in common with all who believe in the Lord.” He exhorted them to “bear common witness to God’s love, mercy and truth. This is a a vital service in our own time, threatened by the loss of the spiritual and moral values which guarantee human dignity, solidarity, justice and peace.” Continuing with his address, Benedict XVI observed: “In our troubled world, so frequently marked by poverty, violence and exploitation, dialogue between cultures and religions must more and more be seen as a sacred duty incumbent upon all those who are committed to building a world worthy of man. The ability to accept and respect one another, and to speak the truth in love, is essential for overcoming differences, preventing misunderstandings and avoiding needless confrontations.”

Reflecting on the many meetings of the International Liaison Committee, the Pope highlighted that “dialogue is only serious and honest when it respects differences and recognizes others precisely in their otherness. A sincere dialogue needs both openness and a firm sense of identity on both sides, in order for each to be enriched by the gifts of the other.” Lastly, in giving thanks to God for their recent encounters with the Jewish communities in various locations and for the progress being made in Catholic-Jewish relations, Benedict XVI encouraged those present to persevere in their effort, “with patience and renewed commitment.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 31/10/2008)

30 October 2008 – Address to Pontifical Universities  for new Academic Year 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – All that Saint Paul writes on Christian wisdom and “false wisdom,” especially in his First Letter to the Corinthians, addressing the communities where rivalries broke out among the disciples, formed the theme of Benedict XVI's reflection during his talk given to teachers and students of the Pontifical and ecclesiastical universities of Rome, in honor of the inauguration of the academic year. At the close of the Mass on October 30, which was presided by Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, Prefect of the Congregation for Catholic Education, the Holy Father Benedict XVI entered the Vatican Basilica to greet those present.

Saint Paul speaks of the “wisdom of the Cross,” that is to say, the wisdom of God that places itself in contrast to that of this world. Of the two wisdoms, only one is true, divine, while the other is “foolishness,” the Pope explained. “Now, the surprising novelty, which must always be rediscovered and grasped, is the fact that the divine wisdom, in Christ, has been given to us and we participate in it...This juxtaposition between the two wisdoms cannot be identified with the difference between philosophy, on the one hand, and then philosophy and science on the other. They are really two fundamental postures. The 'wisdom of this world' is a way of living and seeing things divorced from God, following dominant opinions according to the criteria of success and power. ‘Divine wisdom’ consists in following the mind of Christ; it is Christ who opens the eyes of the heart to follow the path of truth and love.” 

Addressing the students who have come to Rome to deepen in their knowledge in the areas of theology and other topics, the Pope said that “spiritual formation according to the 'thinking' of Christ continues to be a fundamental priority for you, and this is the perspective of your studies...In order to know and understand spiritual things, you must become spiritual men and women, because if one is merely carnal, he will necessarily fall into foolishness, even if he studies a lot and becomes 'an expert' and 'a gifted scholar of this world'... St. Paul exhorts those who consider themselves wise according to the criteria of the world to 'become fools' in order to become truly wise before God. This is not an anti-intellectual attitude or an opposition to ‘recta ratio’. Paul - following Jesus - opposes a type of intellectual pride in which human beings, even though knowing much, lose the sensibility of truth and the ability to open themselves to the newness of divine action.” 

Without trying to undermine the value of the human effort needed in acquiring knowledge, Paul points out “what is it that is truly necessary for salvation and, on the other hand, what can bring division and ruin. The Pope commented that “the Apostle denounced the poison of false wisdom, which is human pride. What is harmful is not knowledge in itself but rather the presumption, the “boastfulness” of what we have come to - or believe we have come to - know. It is precisely in this that revolts and discord have come from within the Church and, analogously, in society. We must, therefore, cultivate the wisdom, not of the flesh, but of the Spirit...Therefore, according to Paul, it is always necessary to purify our hearts of the poison of pride, present in each one of us...The ‘thinking of Christ’ that we have received through grace purifies us of false wisdom. We come to this ‘wisdom of Christ’ through the Church and in the Church, letting ourselves be carried on the river of its living tradition...Remaining faithful to this Jesus that Mary offers us, the Christ that the Church presents to us, we may fervently dedicate ourselves to intellectual work, free of the temptation of pride, and boast always and only in the Lord.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides, 3/11/2008)

31 October - Audience with participants at the plenary of the Pontifical Academy of the Sciences

VATICAN - Pope tells Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Academy of the Sciences: “To state that the foundation of the cosmos and its developments is the provident wisdom of the Creator is not to say that creation has only to do with the beginning of the history of the world and of life. It implies, rather, that the Creator founds these developments and supports them, underpins them and sustains them continuously.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Receiving the members of the Pontifical Academy of the Sciences in an audience on October 31, on the occasion of their Plenary Assembly on “ Scientific Insight into the Evolution of the Universe and of Life” the Holy Father Benedict XVI explained that “many of our contemporaries today wish to reflect upon the ultimate origin of beings, their cause and their end, and the meaning of human history and the universe. In this context, questions concerning the relationship between science’s reading of the world and the reading offered by Christian Revelation naturally arise.”

In his address, the Pope recalled how Pope Pius XII and Pope John Paul II “noted that there is no opposition between faith’s understanding of creation and the evidence of the empirical sciences...A decisive advance in understanding the origin of the cosmos was the consideration of being qua being and the concern of metaphysics with the most basic question of the first or transcendent origin of participated being. In order to develop and evolve, the world must first be, and thus have come from nothing into being. It must be created, in other words, by the first Being who is such by essence. To state that the foundation of the cosmos and its developments is the provident wisdom of the Creator is not to say that creation has only to do with the beginning of the history of the world and of life. It implies, rather, that the Creator founds these developments and supports them, underpins them and sustains them continuously.” 

Quoting Saint Thomas Aquinas, who taught that “ creation is neither a movement nor a mutation. It is instead the foundational and continuing relationship that links the creature to the Creator, for he is the cause of every being and all becoming,” the Holy Father recalled that the term “evolve” literally means “'to unroll a scroll', that is, to read a book. The imagery of nature as a book has its roots in Christianity and has been held dear by many scientists. Galileo saw nature as a book whose author is God in the same way that Scripture has God as its author. It is a book whose history, whose evolution, whose 'writing' and meaning, we 'read' according to the different approaches of the sciences, while all the time presupposing the foundational presence of the author who has wished to reveal himself therein.” 

Thus, the world was not begun in chaos, but more like an ordered book. “Notwithstanding elements of the irrational, chaotic and the destructive in the long processes of change in the cosmos, matter as such is 'legible'...We may not at first be able to see the harmony both of the whole and of the relations of the individual parts, or their relationship to the whole. Yet, there always remains a broad range of intelligible events, and the process is rational in that it reveals an order of evident correspondences and undeniable finalities... Experimental and philosophical inquiry gradually discovers these orders; it perceives them working to maintain themselves in being, defending themselves against imbalances, and overcoming obstacles. And thanks to the natural sciences we have greatly increased our understanding of the uniqueness of humanity’s place in the cosmos.” 

Concluding his address, Benedict XVI said that, “The distinction between a simple living being and a spiritual being that is capax Dei, points to the existence of the intellective soul of a free transcendent subject. Thus the Magisterium of the Church has constantly affirmed that 'every spiritual soul is created immediately by God – it is not ‘produced’ by the parents – and also that it is immortal' (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 366). This points to the distinctiveness of anthropology, and invites exploration of it by modern thought.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides, 3/11/2008)

VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Catholic Charismatic Renewal: “Safeguarding fidelity to Catholic identity and an ecclesial nature in your communities will allow you to give everywhere a living and active witness of the profound mystery of the Church.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The ecclesial movements and new communities, which have flourished since Vatican Council II, constitute a unique gift from the Lord and a invaluable resource for the life of the Church. They should be welcomed with confidence and esteemed for their various contributions so that they might be of efficient and fruitful benefit to all.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI, in addressing representatives from various entities of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal Movement, who were received in an audience on October 31, on the occasion of the II International Encounter of Bishops who accompany the new Communities of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, from the International Council of the Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships and, lastly, of the XIII International Conference, attended by the main communities of the Charismatic Renewal in the world.

Pope Benedict XVI pointed out that “it is the same Divine Spirit, soul of the Church, which acts in the Church in every age...The movements and new communities are like eruptions of the Holy Spirit in the Church and contemporary society. We can affirm that one of the elements and positive aspects of the Communities of Charismatic Covenant Renewal is the emphasis that the charisms and gifts of the Holy Spirit receive in these and their merit is in having recalled the actuality of these [charisms and gifts] in the Church.” Various Vatican II documents, as well as the Catechism of the Catholic Church, point out the value and importance of new charisms in the Church, “whose authenticity is guaranteed by their openness to submit to the discernment of ecclesial authority.” “Precisely because there is a promising flourishing of ecclesial movements and community, it is important that pastors practice a prudent and wise discernment process with them. I firmly desire that the dialogue between pastors and ecclesial movements may intensify on all levels: in parishes, dioceses, and with the Apostolic See.”

The Holy Father made reference to the continuation of the “Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships” as one of these new ecclesial realities recognized by the Holy See, which in the heart of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, has the particular mission of “safeguarding the Catholic identity of the charismatic communities, encouraging them to maintain close ties to the bishops and the Roman Pontiff.” Benedict XVI later expressed his pleasure for the creation of a permanent center for the formation of members and directors of the charismatic communities and the decision to move the association's international headquarters to Rome, in order to be more closely in contact with the Pontifical Council for the Laity. “Safeguarding fidelity to Catholic identity and an ecclesial nature in your communities”, the Pope concluded, “will allow you to give everywhere a living and active witness of the profound mystery of the Church. Thus the ability of the various communities to attract new members will also grow.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides, 3/11/2008)

VERBA PONTIFICIS
The Church 

“ This is the greatness of the Church and the greatness of our call; we are a temple of God in the world, a place in which God truly dwells, and at the same time we are a community, a family of God who is love. As a family and home of God, we must practise God's love in the world and thus, with the power that comes from faith, be a place and a sign of his presence.” (15 October 2008: General audience)

Culture

“Reason […] understands and discovers that, in addition to what it has already attained and achieved, there exists a truth that it will never be able to discover based solely on itself, but only receive as a gift freely given. The truth of Revelation does not superimpose the truth achieved by reason; rather, it purifies and exalts reason, thereby enabling it to broaden its horizons to enter into a field of research as unfathomably expansive as mystery itself ”. (16 October 2008: Address to participants at Congress promoted by the Lateran University to mark 10th anniversary of the Fides et Ratio,)

Faith

“ Faith is a gift and the work of God. For this very reason every type of proselytism that forces, induces or entices someone to embrace the faith by unworthy devices is strictly forbidden […]. A person can open himself to the faith after mature and responsible reflection and must be able to achieve this intimate inspiration freely.” (2 October 2008: Address to Bishops from central Asia on ad limina visit).

Freedom

“ However, as very clearly appears in St Paul's Letters, Christian freedom is never identified with libertinage or with the will to do as one pleases; it is actuated in conformity to Christ and hence in authentic service to the brethren and above all to the neediest” (1 October 2008: General audience).

Mary

“ From its beginnings, the Christian community has seen the personification of Israel and Jerusalem in a female figure as an important and prophetic approach to the Virgin Mary, who is recognized precisely as a "daughter of Zion" and the archetype of the people who "found grace" in the eyes of the Lord. ”. (19 October 2008: Mass at the Marian Shrine of Pompei,)

Matrimony

“husband and wife are called in turn to give themselves to each other without reserve. Only in this way are the acts proper and exclusive to spouses truly acts of love which, while they unite them in one flesh, build a genuine personal communion.” (3 October 2008: Message to Humanae vitae Congress).

Medicine

“ Illness, […]  is manifested within a precise human history and casts a shadow on the future of the patient and his family milieu. In the context of today's advanced technology the patient risks being to some extent "confiscated". […]it is essential to encourage in his relatives a sense of responsibility with regard to their family member: this is an important element in order to avoid the further alienation which the latter almost inevitably suffers if he is entrusted to highly technological medical treatment devoid of sufficient human feeling”. (20 October 2008: Address to participants at Italian Surgery Society Congress)

The Word of God

“The proclamation of the Word, at the school of Christ, has the Kingdom of God as its content (cf. Mk 1: 14-15, but the Kingdom of God is the very person of Jesus who, with his words and actions, offers salvation to people of every epoch. ” (5 October  2008: Homily at Mass for the Opening of the 12th ordinary general assembly of the Synod of Bishops).

Procreation

“conjugal love has its own special way of communicating itself: the generation of children. Thus it not only resembles but also shares in the love of God who wants to communicate himself by calling the human person to life. Excluding this dimension of communication through an action that aims to prevent procreation means denying the intimate truth of spousal love, with which the divine gift is communicated” (3 October 2008: Message to Humanae vitae Congress,)

Rosary

"The Rosary is a spiritual "weapon" in the battle against evil, against all violence, for peace in hearts, in families, in society and in the world.”( 19 October 2008: Homily during Mass at Marian Shrine of Pompei)

“[…] To be apostles of the Rosary, however, it is necessary to experience personally the beauty and depth of this prayer which is simple and accessible to everyone. It is first of all necessary to let the Blessed Virgin take one by the hand to contemplate the Face of Christ: a joyful, luminous, sorrowful and glorious Face. Those who, like Mary and with her, cherish and ponder the mysteries of Jesus assiduously, increasingly assimilate his sentiments and are conformed to him”. (19 October 2008: Marian Shrine of Pompei  – Meditation on the Rosary)
QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul – ASIA/CHINA - Study program on Saint Paul in the Diocese of Nan Chong, following the indications of the Holy Father for the Pauline Year

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) – During the month of October, month of the missions and the Rosary, approaching World Mission Day, the Diocese of Nan Chong is spiritually preparing, along with the whole Universal Church, following the guidelines given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI. As soon as the Holy Father announced the Year of St. Paul, the Diocese prepared a pastoral program for living this Jubilee Year of Saint Paul, organizing a calendar for studying St. Paul, which is broken into 4 stages between August 2008 and April 2009: thus the Pauline Theology was the theme for study in August; the Letters of St. Paul are the theme for this month of October; the Pauline Missionary Spirit will be the theme for reflection in January 2009 and the Missionary Method is the meditation for April 2009.

The Pauline study program will be held on various sites, so that all the parishes and communities can be part of the initiative, and thus, create an opportunity for encounter and greater awareness on the part of the entire diocese. In light of World Mission Day, the study of the Letters of Saint Paul took place in the parish church of Jian Yang. The participants in the encounter also received a copy of the Bible and a Crucifix during the final solemn missionary “sending.” 

Since 1746, the people of the current Diocese of Nan Chong have known of the Lord’s message. In 1930, it was raised to Apostolic Vicariate and in 1946, the year in which the Hierarchy was established in China, it was made a Diocese. Today, in the Catholic community there are over 80,000 faithful, 15 priests, 11 major seminarians, and 25 religious sisters of a diocesan order. There are 45 churches and 28 prayer sites. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008)

Year of St Paul - ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “Saint Paul and the Mission in Korea”: A symposium of the Church in Korea

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – How to bring the charism and missionary spirit of Saint Paul to Korea: this has been at the heart of a recent symposium held by the Church in Korea, in honor of the Year of Saint Paul. The symposium, which was held in Seoul, was organized in cooperation with the Bishops’ Committee for Evangelization and the Catholic Broadcasting Company, which works in mass media.
Bishop Paul Choi Deok-ki, President of the Bishops’ Committee for Evangelization, said: “The measure of the Church’s vitality in is her capacity to evangelize,” encouraging the Church in Korea to participate in this passion for the mission. “In this Year of St. Paul, we need to learn to be missionaries like St. Paul, who was the greatest missionary, moved by an ardent passion for the mission,” he added.
Among the other speeches given at the symposium, there was one by Professor Damian Kim Young-nam, from the Catholic University of Korea, who spoke on the missionary spirit typical of the Apostle, who said: “The soul of the Korean Church is the spirit of martyrdom. The Lord has shed His Grace in abundance upon the Church in Korea, which has been established by Korean martyrs. But, we should never forget the divine grace that has been given us so that we can share it with others.”
Professor Andrea Yoo Hee-seok of the Catholic University of Suwon asked all Korean faithful to recognize their identity as missionaries, being inspired by Saint Paul to spread the Gospel message in Korea.
During the symposium, participants also reflected on the Church’s commitment to living the Year of Saint Paul in an ecumenical tone, working together with other churches, dialoguing, and making greater effort in all areas, especially in charity. The hope is that “the Year of St. Paul is not only an internal celebration of the Church, but that it becomes a celebration of life and truth in all areas of society.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 29/09/2008)

Canonisation – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Canonization of Narcisa of Jesus: an event that raises spirits amidst preparations for World Mission Day

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – This October 12, the Holy Father Benedict XVI will canonize Ecuadorian Narcisa of Jesus Martillo, who was beatified by Pope John Paul II in 1992, along with three other people. She will become the third saint from Ecuador, joining Marianita of Jesus and Brother Miguel. 

At the Pontifical Missionary Societies in Ecuador, they are promoting the story of her life, as a means to raise spirits amidst preparations for World Mission Day.

Narcisa of Jesus was born on October 29, 1832 in Nobol, Archdiocese of Guayaquil (Ecuador), in a simple farming family, with a strong Christian faith. When she was 15 years old, she learned to be a seamstress and worked in various family homes in the area. From a young age, she received a gift from the Holy Spirit: a great love for prayer. Many times she would escape from playing games and her friends so she could go and pray. She spent her life in her family, performing household tasks and sewing, creating an environment of charity, joy, and peace among her four brothers and four sisters. As a child, she lost her mother, which is how she ended up taking her place in the care and education of her younger brothers and sisters. At that time, she came across the life of Saint Marianita of Jesus, who had recently been beatified, and whom she would later imitate in her own life, so much so that one of her spiritual directors wrote “it is enough to read the life of Saint Marianita of Jesus to learn of the virtues of Narcisa.” She is remembered for her charity, her joy, her great love for prayer, and the great importance that she gave to spiritual direction. When she was 18, her father died and she moved to Guayaquil. There, she worked as a seamstress and began visiting Fr. Luis Tola for spiritual direction. He would later become Bishop of Portoviejo.

In Guayaquil, she worked intensely on apostolate, especially with children, teaching catechism. She also worked with abandoned youth at a refuge house and visited the sick and dying. Later, she moved to Cuenca for some time, to care for Monsignor Amadeo Millan, who was her spiritual director and who had tuberculosis. When he died in 1867, she returned to Guayaquil, to the refuge house, where she joined Blessed Mercedes of Jesus Molina.

At the beginning of 1868, she traveled to Lima, Peru as she could not find a new spiritual director in the city of Guayaquil. Her last spiritual director in Peru is the one who says that she practiced harsh penances. Narcisa died at 37 years of age, on December 8, 1869 in Peru. Her body was transferred from Peru to Guayaquil in 1955. In 1972, her remains were laid to rest in her hometown of Nobol. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2008)

Canonisation –ASIA/INDIA - The Church rejoices at the canonization of its first Indian saint: Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – Amidst a moment of suffering, the Church in India has a great reason to rejoice, as the first Indian saint in the history of the Church is canonized. Her name is Sister Alphonsa of the Immaculate Conception (Anna Muttathupadathu), of the Third Order Poor Clares. The Canonization ceremony will be celebrated by Benedict XVI at the Vatican, on October 12. Three other saints will also be canonized: Italian priest Gaetano Errico, Swiss religious Mary Bernard Bütler, and Ecuadorian Narcisa de Jesús Martillo Morán. 

A significant representation from the Indian Church will be present, including hundreds of faithful coming from India to participate in this historic event.

Anna was born in Arpukara, in the Archdiocese of Changanacherry (Kerala, southern India), on August 19, 1910, and was baptized in the Syro-Malabar rite. Remaining an orphan at a young age, she was raised by her aunt and grandmother. She soon felt attracted to religious life, inspired by the example of Saint Therese of Lisieux. When she was 17, in 1927, she entered the monastery of the Poor Clares in Bharananganam, taking the name of Alphonsa. In 1931, she took temporal vows, and in 1936, perpetual vows.

She was given the task of teaching, but was forced to leave it, due to health reasons. Aware of the situation, she was very reserved and charitable towards everyone. She suffered in silence, amidst hostilities and illness, which took over her body in 1945 and led her to her death, at only 36 years of age, on July 28, 1946. 

In her suffering, she said: “I think that the Lord has chosen me to be a victim, a sacrifice of suffering. The day I do not suffer is a day that is lost for me.” He brief life as a Poor Clare left a profound mark from her holiness, which was revealed after her death.

Numerous pilgrims visit her tomb each year to give thanks and ask for favors...not only Catholics, but Muslims and Hindus as well feel attracted by the purity of this young life that endured so much suffering.

The Bishop of Palai began her process on a diocesan level in 1955. On November 9, 1984 she was declared venerable and on February 8, 1986, she was beatified by Pope John Paul II in Kottayam, India.

The Indian Church says that “her story and her experience of suffering and sacrifice is an example and an instrument, in the present difficulties, for the firmness and maturity of the Christian faith in India.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2008)

Education – EUROPE/SPAIN - Bishops of Extremadura affirm that Education for Citizenship “is contrary to the Social Doctrine of the Church and the right of parents to educate their children in conformity with their moral beliefs.”

Badajoz (Agenzia Fides) – The Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of Merida-Badajoz, following their ordinary session on October 21, 2008, issued a statement on the situation of education in Extremadura, especially in regards to the subject of Catholic Religion classes and classes on “Education for Citizenship.” The text is signed by Archbishop Santiago García Aracil of Mérida-Badajoz, Bishop Amadeo Rodríguez Magro of Plasencia, and Bishop Francisco Cerro Chávez of Coria-Cáceres. 

As for the religion classes in schools, the Bishops show their concern for the fact that the class has been placed in the schedule in such a way that “students can choose between going to religion class or going home.” The Bishops have asked the authorities to “take into account the importance of the subject of religion, for the integral education of our children and adolescents.”

In addressing the obligatory subject entitled “Education for Citizenship,” one year after its installment in the schools of Extremadura, the Bishops offer several important guidelines in its regard. First of all, they express their approval of an “authentic civil formation in schools, founded on norms of social living, consitutional organization, and the universal human rights declarations.” And the Catholic Church in Extremadura offers its collaboration with such an effort. However, they also mention once more that “the formation of moral consciences should be an exclusive task of parents, and therefore, the obligatory nature of the class infringes on their rights.” Thus, the Bishops remind Catholic parents of their “duty to become familiar with this school material and, if necessary, defend freedom of conscience and education.” Thus, they explain that there are “legitimate means, for example that of conscientious objection.” 

With these suggestions, the Bishops do not seek to lead the people into “non-compliance with the law,” however, in conscience, they cannot but fulfill their duty in saying that this subject “is contrary to the Church's Social Doctrine and, in our judgment, is also contrary to the rights of parents in educating their children in conformity with their moral beliefs.” 

The Bishops conclude by uniting their voices to those who believe that “as long as the subject Education for Citizenship maintains its current contents, it should be optional and not obligatory, as established in the current education law (LOE).” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2008)

Hunger – AFRICA – World Food Day: 923 million people, most of them in Africa, risk hunger.  

Rome (Agenzia Fides)- Some 923 million people all over the world suffer from hunger, according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation promoter of World Food Day marked today, 16 October.

About  90% of them (750 million) live in Africa and Asia. In 15 African countries hunger affects 35% of the population. The countries most exposed to rising prices of food and fuel are: Burundi, Central Africa, Guinea Bissau, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia, Mozambique, Madagascar, Malawi, Niger, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe. Outside Africa, the worst food situation is in North Korea and Haiti.

To guarantee food security and support the agriculture of countries in difficulty, at least 22 billion Euro are needed every year. In 2008 however the level of international food aid was the lowest in 40 years.

“Despite enthusiastic statements and financial commitments made by several countries, only a small part of the monies promised at the International Conference on the Food Emergency has been donated so far; about 10% of the 22 billion dollars ” said FAO director general in his report to open World Food Day.

The grave international financial crisis has worsened the situation, but it should not become an excuse for advanced countries to show less interest. “I realise that the international situation and financial crisis do not make our work any easier. The attention of the media is now focussed on the financial crisis at the expense of the food crisis, but this crisis still exists ” said Diouf.

Another factor which threatens the survival of whole populations is the emphasis on the production of bio-fuel at the expense of food for humans, causing prices of prime necessities to rise. Diouf is of the opinion that, due to increasing demand for bio-fuel in the coming decade the price of grain will rise by 5%, maize by 12% and that of vegetable oils by 15%. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008 righe 28 parole 348)

Family – AMERICA/CHILE - Over 14,000 faithful participate in the 6th Walk for the Family and Life, to demonstrate the importance of the family and the value of life

Santiago (Agenzia Fides) – Over 14,000 people participated in the 6th Walk for the Family and Life held on Saturday, October 11, in honor of the Week for Life and the Family being celebrated by the Church in Chile (see Fides 3/10/2008). With banners expressing hope, with songs, and with joy, participants showed the importance that being a family and valuing life has for them. 

The festivity began at 3pm, in Cerro Primo de Rivera, where the Bishops’ Vicar for the Family, Fr. Marcos Burzawa, MSF, celebrated a Mass in preparation for the Walk, reminding those present that “participating in this walk implies are quest for the meaning of life, what moves our hearts. It means opening our hearts to the Holy Spirit.” The kilometer-and-a-half walk was led by religious dance groups and by priests from schools and parishes who assisted those who encouraged the faithful. Various stops were made along the way during the Walk, to listen to the reading of a message. The youth (as there were many present) were told that they should “make the effort to form a strong, enriched, and coherent character, to be free and responsible, find the importance of true values and a solid character. Young people, the most important value that you should always fight for and dedicate your time to, is forming a Christian family, nurturing it and protecting it.” The destination for the Walk was the National Shrine of Maipu, where there was a Mass celebrated by the Archbishop of Santiago, Cardinal Francisco Javier Errázuriz, who explained that “this Walk showed the joy of forming families open to life.”

In his homily, the Archbishop mentioned that the faithful should not let themselves be led astray by those things that place family stability in danger, and to help those families experiencing difficulties, and to be a testimony of what a family should be. He congratulated the participants in the Walk, and encouraged them, reminding them of the commitment they have towards the family. 

The Cardinal later affirmed that “our families have life, they have life in Jesus Christ,” and he expressed his regret for the great number of families thaat still fo not know the light and love that Christ offers, which leads them to fall into mistrust and despair. Lastly, he encouraged those present to “continue sending out this message that they gave all the families in the city today. In our Archdiocese, there are many families that base their life on Christ, who raise their children in the faith, and who do so in spite of difficulties, which is a valuable leaven not only in our Archdiocese, but for all Chile, and for this I encourage you to follow on this path and I keep this intention in my prayers.”

According to the organizers, the Walk was “a festival of the family, where the principles and values that sustain the family were manifest.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2008)

Family – AMERICA/MEXICO - Preparing for the VI World Meeting of Families, “an occasion for all families to improve and defend this basic cell of society.”

Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) – Bishop Enrique Glennie, Secretary General of the VI World Meeting of Families, in a press conference presented the most recent progress being made in the preparation of the Encounter scheduled to take place in Mexico City, January 13-18, 2009. 

Bishop Glennie recalled how the VI WMF is a great celebration that allows the Church to unite every three years to reflect on the family as the educator of human and Christian values, which the world is so in need of today. “In society, we see the fruits of what has been sown in the family. And as a result, what is not sown in the family has irreversible consequences on society,” he said. And there, we see the importance of focusing on values, which is “the part that helps not only to be what one should, but to be good parents, in every sense of the word.” In fact, he affirmed that the World Family Encounter is an occasion for all families – Catholic and non – to be better and to defend this basic cell of society, given the attacks suffered in the world today. He clarified the fact that “the family is not something exclusive to the Church,” which means that all sectors of society are invited to promote and defend the family as the fruit of a marriage between a man and a woman. “The WMF should help us to locate the sore spot. There are many aggressions on the family, marriage, and respect for life. Any aggression on any of these three aspects wounds the family, in the end.”

As to the Events of the WMF, Bishop Glennie explained that the WMF organizes various events over the course of the six days. The first is the VI Pastoral Theological Congress, January 14-16, which will host the ecclesiastical delegations from the majority of the Bishops’ Conferences in the world and the families on the 5 continents. The Congress will be opened by Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family and by Cardinal Norberto Rivera, Archbishop of Mexico. During the Congress, there will be various conferences given by world-renowned speakers in the morning session. In the afternoon, there will be workshops on various themes including biblical, moral, social, educational, legislative, and more, which will serve to help families be real educators in values. Some 10,000 people are expected to attend this Congress. 

During the Congress and at the same location, there will be a Family Expo, to promote all the work that from various areas the religious associations and lay movements, university groups, companies and publishing houses are all doing, to offer all members of the family the chance to reach their objectives. 

The WMF will continue with a Testimonial Encounter on Saturday, January 17 in the afternoon, in the atrium of the Basilica of Guadalupe, as an opportunity for all the families of various continents to share how they live and transmit human and Christian values in different social-cultural contexts. There will also be cultural and artistic interventions, as well as the praying of the Holy Rosary. The Encounter will end with a special Closing Mass on January 18, at 9:30am, in which Benedict XVI will give a Message to those present. In the last two days, a large crowd of participants is expected.

Bishop Glennie also recalled that the Pontifical Council for the Family has distributed 10 preparatory Catechesis to serve as a reflection, in preparation for the event. It is available in Spanish, English, French, German, Italian, and Portuguese.

Various Commissions have been created and are working for the success of the Encounter and a Press subcommittee, presided by Father Omar Sotelo, head of the Communications Office for the Mexican Bishops’ Conference (CEM), Francico Yedra, Vice-President of Signis (World Catholic Association for Communication), and Carlos Villa Roiz, chair of the Communications Department for the Archbishop’s Residence. Mr. Roiz presented various projects that are being prepared by this Press subcommittee. Firstly, the international convocatory for the creation of a mosaic of the Holy Father, at the beginning of the WMF, using photographs of families from all over the world (www.mosaicodefamilias.com). As of today, over 1,200 families from 42 countries have sent their photo. Four contests have also been established: International photography contest, with the theme: “Family and immigrants”; Children’s Drawing Contest, with the theme: “Values and the Family,” which will be coordinated by Father Pedro Agustin Rivera, Rector of the old Basilica of Guadalupe; Poetry Contest with poems about grandparents, and lastly, “A letter to my child” for all mothers, especially the most vulnerable or those who have had to assume the role as head of the household on their own. Other projects include a “Family Bell.” There will be a possibility of making another replica, so that it can travel to future World Family Encounters and the Holy See can pass it on to the next hosting country, along with the icon of the Holy Family. Lastly, it was announced that the Mexican Postal Service will join in celebrating this Catholic event with a Stamp Exposition on the values of the family, the fight against aids, and ecological values. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/10/2008)

Family – EUROPE/SPAIN - Pastoral Plan for the Archdiocese of Madrid for the next three years is centered on the family, in order to respond to “public affronts, warning signs of its imminent disappearance, and evident attacks on its nature and stability.”

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – The Cathedral of the Almudena held a Mass on October 11, which included the presentation of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan for the next three years, with the theme: “The family is alive; with Christ it is possible,” focusing on the importance of the family. The Mass was presided by Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid, and was attended by a large number of priests and faithful from various parishes, apostolic groups in the diocese (especially those working in pastoral care of the family), and institutes of religious life. The general objective of the Pastoral Plan for this year is: “Helping families to be what God calls them to be.” The next two years are: “The family as domestic Church” (2009-2010) and “The family, hope of society” (2010-2011).

Cardinal Varela pointed out in his homily the importance of being aware of what is happening in the world concerning the family. He said that “it is serious and it is something that concerns us all.” The Cardinal mentioned that “the root of the crisis is a crisis of faith,” and thus, “the objective” of the Archdiocese will be to transmit “the faith of Jesus Christ, and focus on the family and understanding how the family is the most important human path and that it is indispensable for knowing Christ and His Law in the world.” “It is of utmost importance that we live out the fact that the family is the source of life and hope for humanity,” the Cardinal added, placing examples of concrete measures to be taken. Thus, he called for the “dedication and extraordinary commitment” of all the faithful of the Archdiocese.

He also pointed out that “the crisis affecting marriages and families is an extremely serious one.” “When someone does not want to hear the most fundamental truth about marriage, that it is a union between a man and a woman, when the ideas are not clear, where have we come?” “When one believes that he can invent other life formulas for his own interests, we are at the root of the crisis, the crisis of faith.”

The Vicar of Pastoral Activity for the Archdiocese of Madrid, Fr. Angel Matesanz, presented the five objectives on which the Archdiocesan Pastoral Plan is based: living the vocation of marriage; improving marriage preparation; educating towards love; and promoting groups for married couples and special help for certain situations.

Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco also wrote a Pastoral Letter entitled, “The family: life and hope for humanity,” which will serve as the base for the next three years. In his letter, the Cardinal affirms that fact that the institution of the family is now amidst “public affronts, warning signs of its imminent disappearance, and evident attacks on its nature and stability.” And thus, he said, “the time has come to propose an integral plan for pastoral care for families in the Archdiocese – one that is capable of spreading new awareness of the Christian nature and mission of families.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2008)

Family – OCEANIA/TAHITI - Archdiocese of Papeete celebrates the Year of the Family in 2008: “in this country, that the advertising industry portrays as a paradise, there is really an impressive number of people who suffer from their family life.”

Papeete (Agenzia Fides) - “In this country, at the advertising industry portrays as a paradise, there is really an impressive number of people who suffer from their family life.” These are the words of Archbishop Hubert Coppenrath of Papeete, in his letter on the Year of the Family, which is being held during 2008. The crisis of instability among married couples has affected many countries in the world, including in Polynesia, the Archbishop explained, with “nearly half of the couples living together before marriage and nearly half of the civil marriages ending in divorce. Even those married in the Church and in general, although the marriage may not reach the point of divorce, conjugal life experiences tensions and is lived without love. Then there is domestic violence, abused children, those affected by alcoholism and incest.” In recent years, the Archbishop says, Polynesia has suffered a wave of “ideologies that bring death, that wish to place legal marriages and homosexual unions on par with one another.”

Archbishop Coppenrath asks that the people of Papeete make an effort to fight for the Christian family and focus on positive models of the family. “It is not enough simply to speak of the Christian ideal of marriage, there is a need to convince others of the importance of living and loving. It is not just about informing others, but of reaching concrete steps towards progress in all the places where we live and work.”

Among his practical suggestions, the Archbishop proposes “the quest for renewed objectives where the relationship between the spouses has experienced a breakdown; more attention and time dedicated to the family; forgiveness between parents, between parents and children, and among the children; reflection on the damages that divorce causes on children; a serious preparation for the sacrament of marriage, led by competent persons; an effort to make the family an authentic domestic Church, a place of prayer, where the faith is lived and where there is mutual help in living it out. Archbishop Coppenrath says he is convinced that the Year of the Family will be especially useful in reflecting on this “natural institution desired and founded by God.” (AM) (Agenzia Fides 24/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – AFRICA/MALAWI - Montfort Missionaries’ work with the youth of Malawi at the heart of the celebration of World Mission Day

Lilongwe (Agenzia Fides) – The laborious activity of the missionaries is the best way to celebrate World Mission Day in Malawi. Fr. Piergiorgio Gamba, Montfort Missionary who has been working in the small African nation for 30 years, tells Agenzia Fides that in Malawi, “there is always something new. In September, for example, there was an official inauguration of the Cecilia Youth Center, attended by local authorities and the Italian Ambassador. The center serves over 300 youth and is named after a young Italian girl who is no longer here on earth with us, but from heaven is overseeing this project.”

The Cecilia Youth Center began thanks to the commitment of many Italian volunteers and only a year after its being built, a large library and other recreational spaces were added on. “The center is a fundamental source of inspiration for formators and educators in the country, so that they continue with their educational work, which is essential during these difficult years: in addition to the daily hunger, there is also the cultural and social changes that threaten the well-being of this generation of youth,” said Fr. Gamba. The youth are 60% of Malawi’s population.

Another important initiative of the Montfort Missionaries was the donation of fifty books (two copies per title) from Montfort Media in Balaka, to 153 public grammar schools in Balaka and a private girls’ school run by the Canossian Sisters. “There are various texts. There are simple books with colored figures, and reference books for professors on how to play their role and encourage the youth in these difficult times, marked especially by the spread of AIDS. There is a whole generation of youth to be saved. There are a million orphans from AIDS,” Fr. Gamba said. Montfort Media has distributed 15,400 books to 97,501 children. 

Montfort Media of Balaka, is a Catholic publishing house that was founded in 1986 to promote religious, educational, social, and cultural sensibilities and evangelize through the press. They publish pamphlets, books, magazines, and newspapers in Chichewa and English. They recently began publishing works in Tumbuka and the translation in the Malawi language of books published in the neighboring countries of Kenya, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

The majority of the books and publications address topics related to HIV and AIDS, and are meant for youth. Montfort Media is one of the main sources of employment in Balaka, and contributes to poverty reduction through creating jobs. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - Celebration of World Missions Day coincides with the 80th anniversary of the Pontifical Missionary Societies in the country

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – The Pontifical Mission Societies of Colombia are celebrating, along with World Missions Day, the 80th anniversary of PMS in the country (1929-2009), according to a report made to Agenzia Fides from Father Hector Luis Valencia, National Director of the PMS. 

The celebration began on August 22 and will go until July 29, 2009.

Taking advantage of the celebration this year of the 100th anniversary of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference, says Fr. Hector, “we unite ourselves to the Catholic Expo in August, where we launched the 80th anniversary celebration for the PMS, to recognize the Four Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) and the various Animation Programs, Formation, Organization, and Missionary Projects.”

July 29, 2009 marks the 80th anniversary of the PMS in Colombia, although the Propagation of the Faith was already working in Bogota several years beforehand. It began spreading throughout the country in 1924, with the I National Missionary Congress, that called for the establishment of the 4 Pontifical Mission Societies in Colombia. Father Jehane was then serving as director of the Propagation of the Faith in Bogota and promoted the Society in several Colombian Dioceses. 

Thus, the World Mission Day this year us especially dedicated to the 80 years of PMS. The theme for the Day is “Servants and apostles of Christ Jesus.” The official logo has images of Christ and of the Holy Father, which give them a missionary and pontifical character to missionary work in Colombia. The photographs of four diocesan priests and a religious who were Colombian Ad gentes missionaries are a tribute to the many missionaries who have dedicated their lives to the evangelization of many peoples and cultures, supported for the past 80 years by the PMS. The five moons, with the missionary colors of the five continents are encouraging the Church in Colombia to “go to other shores,” and towards the ad gentes missions. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – AMERICA/ECUADOR - World Mission Sunday, with the theme: “You are God’s voice: Preach,” a continuation of CAM 3

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – The National Office of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Ecuador, once the celebration of the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3) ended, began preparing their annual campaign for World Mission Sunday, which will be celebrated this year on October 19, with the theme: “You are God’s voice: Preach.” This was what Agenzia Fides was informed of, by Osvaldo Fierro Teran, Secretary General of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Ecuador. The theme goes with that of CAM 3: “America with Christ: Listens, Learns, and Preaches,” Osvaldo explained, “because once CAM 3 was over, we asked ourselves, ‘And after CAM 3, what can we do?’” and thus, they are doing a “Missionary October” campaign for all Catholics in Ecuador, to “preach” the Good News to all Humanity.

In order to prepare “Missionary October” in all of the Diocesan Churches, parishes, pastoral centers, schools, and high schools, the National Office has issued a pamphlet with an explanation of the history and importance of the Day, a brief biography of Saint Narcissa of Jesus, who will be canonized on October 12, the biography of Saint Paul written by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, a resolution for the Year of St. Paul, a summary as to the religious, social, economic, and cultural reality of each of the 5 continents, the Missionary Rosary, and the official Prayer for the Great Continental Mission. They have also put up several flyers promoting the Day in remote villages, using the local dialect, and have made advertisements on the radio and audiovisual presentation on CAM 3. All of the material is being distributed in the Dioceses of Ecuador and every effort is being made so that they can reach parishes, pastoral centers, schools, and high schools, as well as youth movements and religious congregations. Each Bishop has written a letter to their pastors, chaplains, and school principles, encouraging them to join the DOMUND campaign and to be generous in making a contribution in the special collection.

There are also diocesan activities being organize, including retreats and encounters with a missionary theme, in which several Ecuadorian missionaries (and foreign missionaries) will speak, especially to the youth, about their testimony of missionary life. In the Catholic schools, they hope to organize a series of activities in order to spread awareness among students as to this world reality, and the importance of their collaboration with the missions and being active in preaching the Gospel. They have organized student Missionary Days, with testimonies, explanations of the missionary reality in the world and the support being given to other countries in the world, through the collection on World Mission Sunday. 

There is also a special Day being planned through the media. The Catholic Church’s radio stations have placed an “advertisement” promoting Mission Sunday and have promoted various programs of half an hour on the Church’s missionary dimension. 

In the Archdiocese of Quito, the team of animators for CAM 3 have decided to continue working for the Missionary Dimension of the Archdiocese of Quito, and one of its most urgent initiatives has been that of the campaign for the Missionary Day throughout the Archdiocese. Thus, they are using the same strategy they used for CAM 3: division of pastoral areas, under the responsibility of a team, which will be in charge of distributing material and programming encounters for animation for the month of the missions. “One of the challenges for this communication is maintaining the spirit of CAM 3 alive in the Archdiocese of Quito, and they have seen that the month of the missions is a good means for achieving this end,” said Osvaldo. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – ASIA/CHINA - Private and community prayer, Rosaries, retreats, pilgrimages, Bible studies, religious professions, and ordinations: Chinese Catholics live the missionary month, in preparation for World Mission Sunday

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) – Here are some of the activities being carried out by Catholics in China, in preparation for World Mission Sunday: invocation for the help and protection of the Blessed Mother, through the Rosary and the Prayer to Our Lady of Sheshan written by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, petitions for the special intercession of Saint Paul, asking that he grant us his spirit and missionary capacity...etc. In addition to all these are the personal prayers, the celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the Eucharist, pilgrimages, spiritual retreats, encounters for sharing pastoral and missionary experiences.

According to a report made to Agenzia Fides from a priest of Beijing, “the month of October is special, as not only is it the month of the Rosary, which is very intensely lived in China, but it is also the missionary month. This year, it also coincides with the year of Saint Paul, during the Synod on the Word of God, which is our spiritual daily bread. Therefore, you can just imagine the importance all this has for the Catholic community in China, which is seeking to live always in communion with the Holy Father and the Universal Church, following in the footsteps of the Chinese saints and martyrs.”

The Catholic community is hosting various activities. The faithful of the Diocese of Liu Cheng made a pilgrimage to the tomb of Verbita missionary Saint Joseph Freinademetz, and those of Beijing, to the tomb of Fr. Matteo Ricci. The Third Order Franciscans of the Diocese of Tai Yuan, along with the Rosary Association, did a spiritual retreat together October 7-11. The Diocese of Xin Zhou celebrated the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary on October 7, with a special celebration, as “the Rosary allows us to meditate and lift our gaze towards Christ with the heart and eyes of Mary. It allows us to climb the stairs to holiness,” the priest said in his homily.

During the pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows, the faithful of the Diocese of Tai Yuan consecrated all the families of the world and the missions of China to the Virgin Mary. The youth of the parish of Xu Shan, in the Diocese of Ning Bo, took a pilgrimage to the parish of Saint Paul, “to reflect on the Letters of St. Paul, imitating his example and committing themselves to the evangelization of the world.” During this month, six religious from the Congregation of the Servant Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary took their perpetual vows, and many dioceses held ordinations to the diaconate and priesthood. 

In addition, in harmony with the Universal Church, the Chinese faithful have increased their study of Sacred Scripture. The community of Nan Yang organized a Bible Study program every three months, for various groups of faithful (youth, elderly, children, married couples...). The parish of Luo Zhuang, in the city of Deng Zhou, printed 2,000 copies of the book “Golden Words from Sacred Scripture,” to hand out to parishioners, encouraging them to make the Word of God the source of guidance in their lives. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 17/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – ASIA/PAKISTAN - Preparations underway for the First Missionary Congress in Pakistan, to be announced on World Mission Day

Lahore (Agenzia Fides) – World Mission Day (WMD), which will be celebrated by all the dioceses and local churches, will be an occasion for all the faithful to hear about a great event in the Church: the First Missionary Congress in Pakistan, which will be held in Karachi on November 25-29, 2009. This is what the Agenzia Fides learned from the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) in Pakistan, who are heading up the organization of the Congress.

Like every year, the PMS have arranged for the distribution of the Holy Father’s Message for World Mission Day, and have provided the parishes with support for spreading awareness of the missions among the faithful. This year, beginning on WMD, all Catholics will be encouraged to begin preparing for the National Missionary Congress, which (in following up to the Asian Missionary Congress in Thailand, in 2006) will have the theme: “Telling Jesus’ Story in Pakistan.”

The Congress, organized by the Bishops’ Conference, will take place in the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in Karachi and will be attended by the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Tito Yllana. Various Bishops, priests, religious, and lay persons will gather, from all the dioceses of Pakistan, with the main purpose of continuing Jesus’ mission in Pakistan, awakening the missionary spirit in all the faithful.

“In the celebration of World Mission Day, we ask all the faithful to pray for the Congress,” Agenzia Fides was told Fr. Mario Rodrigues, National Director of the PMS in Pakistan. It will be an important moment for the local Catholic community, which will be able to examine its responsibility and missionary task within the country and in the mission ad gentes. It will be able to consider its relationship with society and with other religious communities, and plan future evangelization projects. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – EUROPE/POLAND - Numerous activities in missionary October, with the theme: “The disciple of Jesus is the missionary of hope.”

Warsaw (Agenzia Fides) – Starting in September, various different events have been organized in Poland for missionary animation, says National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies (PMS) in Poland, Jan Piotrowski. On September 12, there was the inauguration of the new academic year at the Missionary Formation Center in Warsaw, attended by future missionaries from Poland (a total of 32 people: 19 diocesan priests, 5 religious, 7 religious, and a lay woman). The act was presided by the Auxiliary Bishop Adam Szal of Przeymyśl, member of the Bishops’ Mission Committee. This is now the 25th consecutive year of the formation course at the center. Over the years, the Center has formed over 800 pastoral agents.

There was also a celebration on September 21-23 in Niepokalanów, for the national encounter for the PMS and other heads of missions entities, such as the Bishops’ Missions Committee and the heads of masculine and feminine congregations. The theme for the workshops was “Be my imitators...” and focused on the Year of Saint Paul, especially on Saint Paul’s missionary spirit. Among the speakers in the congress was Father Anastasio Gil Garcia, subdirector of the PMS in Spain, who gave two talks and spoke on the commitment of the Church in Spain to promoting indigenous vocations. According to Monsignor Jan, the Society of St. Peter the Apostle will celebrate its 80th anniversary in the country, in 2009 (the Society has existed within the Church for 120 years), “however it is in need of renovation and a more serious commitment on the part of the Church in our country.” During the Congress, the national secretaries of the 4 Missionary Societies presented the materials for animation, especially during the month of October. “Our encounter was enriched with abundant opportunities for common prayer and Masses presided by Bishop Wojciech Polak, Auxiliary Bishop of Gniezno and Fr. Pascual Garasoma, Combonian of the Democratic Republic of Congo.” “During the encounter, a special effort has been made to motivate all those delegates present, in promoting the missionary spirit in their particular Churches and communities.”

As to the World Missions Day and the month of October, according to Monsignor Jan, in Polonia the theme will be “The disciple of Jesus is a missionary of hope.” The patrons of this missionary month in Poland are: Blessed Ceferino Jiménez Malla, Saint Josefina Bakhita, Blessed Maria Teresa Ledóchowska, and Saint Teresa del Niño Jesús. The PMS are preparing abundant materials, including a DVD which has been sent to all the dioceses, which presents the story of Cardinal Adam Kozlowiecki (1911-2007), who was a Polish Jesuit missionary in Zambia for 61 years. He was the first metropolitan Bishop of Lusaka and also served 15 years as the National Director of the PMS in that country. In his Diocese of origin, Sandomierz, a missionary center is being formed. Over the course of the month, several activities are being organized, especially the Encounter for Children with Archbishop Henryk Hoser, SAC, in the Archdiocese of Warsaw-Praga, on October 26. On October 14, there is a press conference scheduled to spread awareness among the faithful in Poland as to the challenges of the mission in the spirit of the Holy Father’s message, which addresses the need for cooperation on the part of all in being missionaries and clearly depicts the role of the PMS in the evangelization of the world today.

In addition, Monsignor Jan says that he and a delegation from the Diocese of Tarnow with its Bishop were present in the Republic of Congo-Brazzaville, on the 35th anniversary of Fidei Donum in the Diocese, as well as for the 10th anniversary of the murder of Fr. Jan Czuba (1959-1998) in the mission at Loulombo. The commemorative ceremonies took place in Loulombo on September 28, with Bishop Louis Portela of Kinkala and in Brazzaville, with its Archbishop Anatol Milandou, Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Andres Caracosa Cosa, Monsignor Wiktor Skworc, and 25 Congolese, Polish, and French priests. The ceremony took place in the parish of the Risen Christ of the Divine Mercy in Brazzaville. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 10/10/2008)

Mission Sunday - EUROPE/ROMANIA - Celebrating the missionary month with the story of the saints and the Apostles of Christ, illustrated by youth

Bucarest (Agenzia Fides) – The missionary month has been underway for two weeks already and the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) are half-way through their animation tour. This year, they are celebrating it with the “Servants and Apostles of Christ Jesus,” recalling the theme of the Pope’s Message for World Mission Day. According to a report sent from the missionaries to Agenzia Fides, the Oblates have been giving spiritual exercises in the Roman Catholic Parish of Saint Francis, in Târgoviste, October 2-5. Taking into account the missionary experience of the saint from Assisi, they reflected on the readings from the liturgy and the Pope’s Message for the 82nd World Mission Day, drawing out concrete points to work on in their life of faith. With the Catholic youth of Târgoviste, they held a “Missionary Workshop” in which they painted scenes from the life of Saint Francis and the story of the Roman Catholic community there in Târgoviste.

The following week, on October 12, the Oblates presented the wooden panels made in Târgoviste in the Greek-Catholic Parish of Saint Peter, in Braşov, and on the 14th, in an ecumenical event in Pitesti, the same proposal was made to the Orthodox of Saint Anthony of Padua. They were able to read a page from the Bible, to encounter the Word, who calls us all Christians to be united and to work in evangelization.

In the days that followed, the community of apostles and servants will be enriched by Saint Eugene de Mazenod and Saint Peter and Saint Paul. The first of these was the founder of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate and patron of the community where October 17-19 there will be a workshop held with some fifteen youth from Roman Catholic Parishes of Câmpulung Muscel, Târgu Jiu, and Pitesti. 

The noteworthy Saints Peter and Paul, however, are the patrons of the Roman Catholic Church in Pitesti, where on October 19, 82nd World Mission Day, all the wooden panels designed by the youth will be on display. The main theme is always the same, the story of the saints and their own parish communities, but above all, there is the question of who are the people today that Christians must offer “care, tenderness, compassion, hospitality, availability and interest in people's problems be drawn, as well as the other virtues necessary for the messengers of the Gospel to leave everything and dedicate themselves completely and unconditionally to spreading the perfume of Christ's charity around the world” (Message of Benedict XVI for World Mission Day 2008). 

In the video made by the Oblates for missionary animation, the virtues of the “servants and Apostles of Jesus” are attested to by people who have been “up close,” like Archbishop Ioan Robu of Bucharest, Fr. Petru Paulet, pastor of the Roman Catholic Parish of Saint James in Câmpulung Muşcel, Sister Madeleine Kenda of the Institute of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady of Lourdes, and the Meleg family of Pitesti. The missionary tour and workshop will end on October 26, in the Roman Catholic Parish of the Assumption, in Bucharest. It is fitting that it concludes with Mary, the first servant of the Lord and the Star of Evangelization. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – ASIA/CAMBODIA - For World Missions Day, the Church makes a renewed effort to form missionaries and youth according to the example of Saint Paul

Phnom Penh (Agenzia Fides) – An encounter for all new missionaries, religious, and laity interested in working or who have been working already in the Apostolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh; the preparation of especially dynamic pastoral initiatives for the youth in the Vicariate...this is how the Church in Cambodia is living the missionary month of October, in an effort to spread awareness among the entire community, as to the urgency of the mission to evangelize.

Bishop Emile Destombes, Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh, wrote a Pastoral Letter to all the faithful, recalling the important events of the month and focusing on the celebration of World Missions Day (October 19), which will take place in all the parishes of the Vicariate, with special attention to the material and spiritual needs of the Catholic missions. 

Among the list of events, Bishop Destombes recalled the admission of a seminarian as candidate for the priesthood, the beatification of the parents of Saint Therese of Lisieux, the Year of St. Paul, who the Vicar points out should be the model missionary for all Cambodian Christians.

Special attention will be given to the new missionaries who will bring their enthusiasm to the Vicariate, where they will arrive on October 25, and in their work with the youth, making them more active in the missionary task. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 14/10/2008) 

Mission Sunday – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - Bishops’ Message for October, month dedicated to the missions: in the spirit of Saint Paul, “the urgency to proclaim the Gospel to the world, especially Asia, is renewed and made evermore present.”

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) – “There is an urgent need to renew our efforts towards unity, harmony among all Christians, according to the passion, faith, and love of Saint Paul”: this is what the Evangelization Commission of the Korean Bishops’ Conference said in their Message, sent out for the month of October, the month dedicated to the missions. 

The Message is signed by Bishop Paul Choi Deok-ki of Suwon, President of the Commission, and reiterates the importance of the example of the Apostle to the Gentiles, especially in this Year of Saint Paul. “Saint Paul dedicated his life to spreading the Good News to the ends of the earth, because he wanted to show that he was proud of the Lord, that he loved Him, and that he was near Him. In addition, he also hope to share with people of all the world the great many blessings he had received. Saint Paul knew that preaching the Gospel meant placing in practice the greatest love one can show their neighbor. The most important and necessary thing for him was to communicate Christ Himself and His Word in the world.”

The text also reflects on the mission of the Korean Church in Asia: “Looking into the past, we see that the Churches and the number of faithful have grown: this is a great gift and a great blessing that the Lord has given to the Church in Korea. In this manner, especially in Asia, we should ask ourselves: “Who are our poor neighbors, in need of our help? What is the Lord asking of us today? Our goods and all that the Lord gives us are not only for the salvation and happiness of the Korean people. They are divine blessings that the Church in Korea should use for the common good of the world, especially for the common good in Asia. We can reinforce the missionary spirit on a local level, by working for the foreign missions.”

In conclusion, the Message affirms: “In this Year of Saint Paul, the need to preach the Gospel in the world is renewed and made even more present. We should fill our hearts and minds with zeal for the mission, especially in Asia.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/10/2008)

Mission Sunday – OCEANIA/NEW ZEALAND - “Everyone is called to the mission”: Catholics in New Zealand accompanied by Saint Paul on their path towards World Mission Day

Wellington (Agenzia Fides) – A poster of Saint Paul, that tells the faithful “Everyone is called to the mission,” and with the verse from his Letter to the Corinthians: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:16). With these exhortations meant to remind every Christian of the fundamental call to evangelize, Catholics in New Zealand are preparing to celebrate World Mission Day on October 19.

In honor of the occasion, the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) of New Zealand, led by Fr. Paul Shannahan, have produced and distributed posters in all the parishes and church associations, combining World Mission Day and the Year of St. Paul, taking up the words of the Holy Father, who defines St. Paul as “the greatest missionary of all times.”

The focus on the mission, on the need for individual commitment in giving spiritual and material help, will be the theme for this Sunday’s liturgy. The Bishops of New Zealand have also agreed that the offering of the faithful, taken up at the masses on World Mission Day, will be entirely given over to the PMS.

The promotion of the missions and evangelization today, even within the country itself, has been carried out by the newsletter “Mission News,” which in the missionary month of October is being distributed in parishes, schools, religious houses, and public and Catholic buildings, with the goal of encouraging the faithful, priests, religious, and families of the urgency of the mission, which corresponds to every Christian. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2008)

Mission – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Fourth Missionary Congress in Salta, with the theme: “The Church in Salta, Missionary Disciple: Listen, Learn, and Proclaim.”

Salta (Agenzia Fides) – October 17-19, in this month of the missions, the town of El Galpon will host the Fourth Missionary Congress of Salta (CoMSa 4), with the theme: “The Church in Salta, Missionary Disciple: Listen, Learn, and Proclaim.”

According to information released be the Archdiocesan Commission for Missionary Pastoral Activity, representatives from all over the Archdiocese who work in pastoral activity, parishes, associations and movements, priests, religious and laity will all come together in order to reflect on the missionary vocation of the Archdiocese. Archbishop Mario Cargnello of Salta will also attend the Congress. As of now, there are an estimated 500 pastoral agents (over the age of 17) expected to attend and of whom much will be expected in terms of spreading what they learn in the Congress. 

The general objective of the Congress is to help the Church in Salta to gain more awareness and take more action in terms of its missionary vocation, as a disciple on a mission, giving renewed strength to the New Evangelization and opening its doors to the mission ad gentes. 

Among the main objectives are: promote plans, projects, and pastoral initiatives in our communities, giving them a missionary dimension; promote a universal missionary spirit in the various activities of the People of God; take on the new evangelization within each parish, in an effort to lead all the baptized to a vital and personal encounter with Christ; make missionary commitments that “go beyond the national borders”; encourage missionary formation in the community; promote the PMS in the communities, as valid and effective instruments for animation, formation, organization, and missionary cooperation. 

Some of the themes to be addressed are: “Our situation since Aparecida,” and “Being missionary disciples.” There will also be workshops, missionary Eucharistic Adoration, and a missionary rally in the city square, where participants will renew their “Fidelity Oath.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2008)

Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Third International Symposium on Missiology “Mission for Humanity,” for placing in practice the conclusions of CAM 3

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – Following the celebration of the Third American Missionary Congress CAM3, and as part of the program established for making concrete conclusions and the final statement from the Congress, which took place this past August, December 8-12, 2008 Quito will host the Third International Symposium on Missiology: “Mission for Humanity.” According to Osvaldo Fierro, Executive Secretary of CAM 3, the objective of the Symposium is “to gather the missiological vision, spirit, and intuitions from the Third Missionary Congress, in a faithful and creative manner.”

The theme chosen for the encounter “Mission for Humanity,” hopes to present the final statement from the Third American Missionary Congress and share the proposal of the missionary project of the Church in America. Approximately 100 people are expected to participate in this Symposium, including Bishops who serve as heads of Missionary Departments in Bishops’ Conferences, special guests from all over the Americas, and the National Directors of the Pontifical Missionary Societies of the American continents. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2008)

Mission – AMERICA/HONDURAS - PMS Guide for Missionary Animation: “a didactic tool in helping our baptized faithful to grow in their faith, open their hearts to their neighbor, and commit their lives in solidarity.”

Tegucigalpa (Agenzia Fides) – “As head of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Honduras, I am counting on you to do all you can in fulfilling the wishes of our Holy Father, of animating and forming the missionary spirit of the People of God, through study, prayer, festivities, and offerings from the People of God...” says Fr. Raul Corriveau, National Director of the PMS, in the guide prepared by his office for World Missions Day. The theme in the country this year is: “The Word of God, source of life for the missionary disciple.” Various events have led to this theme being chosen. Firstly, there is the Year of Saint Paul, which presents Paul as “model of apostolic commitment” and gives us the opportunity to “become familiar with this great apostle, who in an extraordinary manner received the mission to preach the Gospel to those who did not know God.” The second event is the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3), celebrated August 12-17 in Quito (Ecuador) and the third event, is the Synod of Bishops taking place October 5-26, which will “strengthen the practice of encounter with the Word of God as the source of life in every aspect of our lives.”  With the publication of the Missionary Guide, they hope to accompany the faithful and offer them material for living the Missionary Month and celebrating World Missions Day this coming October 19. Firstly, they offer recourses for discovering the theological-pastoral content of the message written by His Holiness Benedict XVI. It is a “brief and simple message; however, one with a theological content focused on the mission, that the baptized person should be familiar with.” Thus, the guide contains a work instrument on the Message from the Pope. The guide also offers several themes on the missionary dimension that should include all Christian life. “We hope it will be a didactical instrument that can help all those assisting our baptized faithful to grow in their faith, open their hearts to their neighbor, and commit their lives in solidarity, beyond our country’s borders.” In fact, the guide has missionary themes for children, youth, families, the sick, in addition to the readings, etc for the Mass for World Missions Day, the celebration of a missionary holy hour, and an explanation of the Missionary Rosary. According to the National Director, in the presentation of the guide, it is not intended for the general public, but rather for those who have some pastoral responsibility, in such a manner that the priests, their collaborators, religious, and pastoral agents “may have a working instrument to help Christians to live the Missionary Month and celebrate World Missions Day, in union with all our brethren on the planet.” However, it has been thought of only for the celebration of the missionary month, or for a particular feast, but “in order to form ourselves as baptized faithful, with the goal of renewing or awakening our missionary awareness and then acting in our daily life, in accord with our convictions.” Fr. Raul also recalls another important event for the Church in Honduras: the celebration of the Holy Childhood Association’s 20th anniversary in November. “During the last two decades, HCA has sown the mission in the hearts of many girls and boys in our country. Today, they are the youth actively committed in the missionary life of their parish.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2008)

Mission - ASIA/INDIA - Missionary Congress opens in Gujarat, in solidarity with the victims of the anti-Christian attacks

Ahmedabad (Agenzia Fides) - “Walking in the footsteps of Jesus”: this was the main theme of the Missionary Congress in Gujarat, which began on October 30 and which will last three days. The event will be attended by Bishops, priests, religious, and laity, all representatives of the Dioceses of western India, gathered in the Pastoral Center of Nadiad, on the outskirts of Ahmedabad. 

Jesuit Father Cedric Prakash, Director of the Justice and Peace Center for Human Rights “Prashant,” reported that present at the Opening Mass for the Congress were Archbishop Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes SJ of Gandhinagar, Bishop Godfrey de Rozario SJ of Baroda and Bishop Thomas Macwan of Ahmedabad. Representing Bishop Gregory Karotemprel of Rajkot (who is indisposed), were the two Vicar Generals of the Rajkot Diocese. There were also 700 representatives including theologians, specialists, catechists, missionaries, and lay faithful sent from dioceses all over the state. 

The Congress is taking place along the lines of the Asian Mission Congress and hopes to update and contextualize the indications and the challenges that have arisen since the event celebrated by the Asian Church in Thailand in 2006. In addition, the Gujarat Missionary Congress, has been established as the fundamental step in the preparations for the upcoming Missionary Congress of Western India, which will take place in Goa in 2009.

In the first day of the Congress, the delegates recalled the persecution being undergone by Christians in Orissa and the violence being seen in other Indian states, expressing their closeness and solidarity to their brothers in faith. For a decade now, Gujarat has also seen frequent outbreaks of violence against Christian and Muslim minorities who are often discriminated against and marginalized from social and civil life, deprived of their fundamental rights. In this context, Christians are called to give a testimony of peace and non-violence.

Jesuit Father Francis Parmar gave a talk in the Congress, pointing out the main theme for the event: “we began the journey long ago but today...we have gathered together to listen to one another, the share the roads we have traveled so far, to digest all that we have assimilated and to chart a very concrete plan of action for the years ahead.” He also explained the importance of living Christian values of service and loves, encouraging all faithful to be ready to work for truth and justice, to work together in building the Kingdom of God. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 31/10/2008)
Mission – ASIA/INDIA - Missionary Congress in Lucknow: “The youth, protagonists of the mission.”

Lucknow (Agenzia Fides) – Form a missionary community, bringing the love of Christ to our neighbor: with this spirit the Diocese of Lucknow, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, celebrated its first Diocesan Missionary Congress in early October. The Congress took place after several months of preparatory encounters in the parishes and smaller ecclesial communities: the representatives met in Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in Lucknow where they prayed and listened to the Word of God and the talks of the Congress, giving their testimonies with their eyes fixed on the Church’s future in their Diocese. 

Bishop Gerald John Mathias spoke on the need to “rekindle the missionary flame” in the Church, bringing Christ’s message to all people.

A special presence was felt by the participation of the youth, who showed themselves to be prepared to become “protagonists of the mission”; telling their experiences with enthusiasm. The celebration of the final Mass featured various symbolic gestures, such as a representative of each parish lighting a candle from the Paschal Candle, symbolizing the need to bring Christ’s light and the fire of the mission to all local communities in the diocesan territory.

The final gesture was the presentation of the Missionary Cross to each parish, as a sign of their new missionary commitment in the evangelization effort. Many groups in the Church in India prepared or are preparing missionary Congresses, following in the footsteps of the Asian Missionary Congress of 2006. Thus, the Missionary Congress if Gujarat is being organized, with the theme: “Walking on the Path of Jesus,” scheduled to take place in early November (see Fides 10/9/2008); with the Year of Saint Paul being celebrated, there has been a Missionary Congress held in Bangalore for reawakening the missionary spirit in each parish (see Fides 16/7/2008). Last year, the entire Catholic community of the Indian state of Karnataka found new strategies for evangelization during their Missionary Congress (17/4/2007). (PA) (Agenzia Fides 7/10/2008)

Migrants – AMERICA/COLOMBIA - First Continental Latin American Encounter for Apostleship of the Road, promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in conjunction with the Latin American Bishops’ Council

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) – October 19-24, the headquarters of the Colombian Bishops’ Conference in Bogota will host the First Continental Latin American Encounter for apostleship of the road, promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, in conjunction with the Human Mobility Sector of the Latin American Bishops’ Council (CELAM). This event is the first of its kind and will include four different categories of apostleship of the road: “those who are on the road (car drivers, truck drivers, etc.), those working on the railroads, women and children on the street, and nomads.” The theme for the encounter is: “ ‘Jesus himself drew near and walked with them’ (Lk 24:15). Apostleship of the Road: a path together,” which is scheduled to attended by nearly 50 people from 13 countries, including Bishops, priests, religious, and members of apostolic groups and volunteer associations. The main objectives of the Encounter are: to offer pastoral agents the opportunity to share their experiences, methodologies, successes and hardships; to study the various worldwide and local level situations of people living on the street; find new ways of promoting the dignity of every human person; find new strategies for collaboration between state and civil institutions and volunteer organizations; spread awareness in the Church as to the presence of those who live on the street and encourage the local communities and parishes to welcome them in; widen the perspective of the Pontifical Council in understanding the apostleship of the road so as to better help those who work in this area.

According to information released by the Pontifical Council, as to the first category (those who are on the road), they explained that “as a result of the transgressions and negligence, each year 1.2 million people die and 50 million are injured on the motorways. There are an estimated 122,000 victims in Latin America, with between 30-50 injured for each death.”

The consequences of the injuries from accidents “worsen the poverty of many families and have a negative influence on the future of the nations,” especially when it affects the youth. 

As for the women on the street, a number that “has dramatically increased in the world,” it is important “to recognize that sexual exploitation, prostitution, and trafficking of human persons are acts of violence and, as such, constitute an offense to the dignity of women and a grave violation of fundamental human rights.” In Latin America, this is a very widespread reality.

The third category, children on the street, is “undoubtedly one of the most difficult challenges of our time, for the Church, civil society, and politics.” According to the estimates from Amnesty International, there are nearly 100 million youth, and the International Work Organization estimates 150 million. 50 million of them “live or work on the streets of Latin American continent and the Caribbean,” and the phenomenon “is growing almost everywhere,” becoming “an authentic social and pastoral emergency.” As for the nomadic people, they are “a complex reality, not a uniform one, formed by people of many different ages and situations.” There are an estimated over 1 billion “homeless” people, including those who are without an established residence, and about 50,000 people die each day (the majority being women and children) from the misery of their refuges, from contaminated water or from inadequate sanitary conditions. In Latin America and the Caribbean, their are nearly 127 million people who are homeless or live in shacks. 

In response to this dramatic panorama, the Church “cannot but intervene,” and there are already “many specific Church initiatives and collaboration agreements with civil and state organizations.” This encounter in Bogota “is not only in order to study the Church’s response to the primary needs of these people, but to develop new strategies in promoting the dignity and values of every person and their evangelization.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/10/2008)

Migrants – AMERICA/COLOMBIA – Archbishop Marchetto at the First Continental Meeting for Pastoral Care of the Road-Street: “The Church should respond to the problems in human mobility, so as to become a sign of hope for a world that thirsts for justice, freedom, truth, solidarity, peace, and harmony.”

Bogota (Agenzia Fides) - “Human mobility is today one of the great signs of the times and we find it under many forms and conditions,” where the Church is called to respond, through the various forms of apostleship of the road and on the streets. This was what Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, affirmed in his opening address given at the First Continental Meeting for Pastoral Care of the Road-Street, being held October 19-24 in Bogota (Colombia). The event is open to all directors of this apostolate in Latin America and the Caribbean (see Fides 16/10/2008). 

In his speech, Archbishop Marchetto analyzed the four main areas of apostleship of the road, which will be addressed during the Meeting. Firstly, there are those who are on the road often. According to the Prelate, car accidents kill 1.2 million people in the world each year. This number “excedes that of victims who die from malaria and tuberculosis-related illness.” Moreover, these statistics tend to be on the rise, with all they imply, as they are a great cause of poverty in the region. In fact, “road accidents kill many employed workers who later leave behind families who lack the necessary economic income,” and thus fall into poverty. These events also have a great effect on the nation's future, as they mainly effect youth under the age of 18. “The community-national cost of the deaths from road accidents is about 2% of the gross national product, an unacceptable rate for any country, whether it be poor or developed.” Thus, there is an urgent need for “understanding and being aware of the situation, as well as having the will to do something about it.”

A second category are the women on the street, each of whom is “a human person, who in many cases seek help because selling their body on the street is not something they would have chosen of their own free will. They are people whose lives have been destroyed; they are dead, psychologically and spiritually speaking.” It is a situation that is very widespread in Latin America and the Caribbean and that thanks to globalization, migration, and changes in communication, is now a “less localized and more networked” phenomenon. 

The Secretary of the Pontifical Council explained that the problem has worsened due to a rise in “sexual tourism,” that “can involve those who voluntarily chose to participate in it, however oftentimes involves persons who are forced to do so.” He also recalled the “rise in pedophilia, which affects both girls and boys in this area,” along with “the development of male prostitution, which is also in need of its own specific pastoral care.”

In order to face this problem, the Archbishop explained, there is a need not only for resources, but also for “collaboration among public and private groups, cooperation with the media in order to guarantee correct communication as to this issue, proposals and application of laws that protect women (especially minors), effective measures against the degrading portrayal of women in publicity advertisements, and the cooperation of the entire Christian community together with national and local authorities.”

In the third place are the children who live on the street, a problem that is especially common in Latin America, where the number reaches nearly 50 million. “For many year, the judicial system, the police, businesses, and society in general have projected the idea that many of these children are a threat to civilized society,” the Prelate said. He then offered words of encouragement for those who work with these children on the street, as it is a task that “can be very difficult at times, as it consumes time and energy, not to mention financial resources, as these children are in need of long periods of rehabilitation.” In fact, they will need time “in order to win their trust, especially if they have suffered abuse or maltreatment on the part of other adults.”  Lastly, there are the homeless, who “represent one of the many facets of poverty in the world.” Being homeless not only implies being without a house, but having “lost the possibility of living an authentically human life.” Thus, pastoral care for these persons cannot be reduced to mere sheltering, “but must involve offering them a place where they can be themselves in all their fullness and dignity, a place where they can build relationships and progress in every aspect of their existence, including spiritually speaking.”

Archbishop Marchetto concluded by explaining that the Church is called to “offer a response” to all these needs, in order to “truly be herself,” and carry out “a task of making all things new in Christ Jesus, finding in Him all the wealth of a rich human diversity that has been transformed into division and conflict, by sin” and being for this world “a sign of hope for a world that thirsts for justice, freedom, truth, solidarity, peace, and harmony.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2008)

Morals – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - The President of the Bishops' Conference reminds Catholic politicians of their duty to oppose “any political program or draft bill that contains proposals that go against the fundamental content of faith and morals.”

San Jose (Agenzia Fides) - “When political action touches upon moral principals that do not permit exceptions nor compromises, the commitment of Catholic lawmakers becomes a more evident and serious necessity,” Archbishop Hugo Barrantes Ureña of San Jose, President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference, said during a meeting held with Catholic politicians in the country.

The Archbishop acknowledged their work, which is “often times carried out in silence,” as they strive to fulfill their mission, and he mentioned that “the participation of the laity in public life is a right and a duty that should never be renounced.”

As Archbishop, he expressed the fact that his desire is not to “give concrete solutions...in the way temporal functions should be carried out, as God has given each of you free judgment and responsibility in doing so.” However, as a teacher in the faith, he wishes to “enlighten the consciences of the faithful, especially those working in public offices, so that their activity may always be at the service of the integrity of the human person and the common good.” Archbishop Barrantes shows his concern for the lawmakers, on account of “several draft bills that are underway in the Legislative Assembly and that contain aspects that in themselves openly attack the family and human life, as they are understood from the Christian faith perspective and as reflected in our juridical system.”  The Prelate named the draft bill “number 16182” which is a reform of the Law on the Family, where “the union between a man and a woman is converted into a mere encounter of 'two wills,' without any definition of whom we are referring to.” There is also the draft bill “number 16792 that presents a reform of Article 21 of the Constitution, detracting from the absolute respect for human life.”  There is also draft bill “16390,” which proposes “the legalization of civil unions between persons of the same sex, granting them the same rights as a married couple. Draft bill “16887,” on the reform of the Health Care Law, seeks to include a chapter on sexual and reproductive rights.” This law, the Archbishop says, “separates sexuality from human reproduction and makes each person the absolute lord over their own body. As a result of this suggested sexual libertarianism, every kind of contraceptive, sterilization, and abortion is promoted.” Another draft bill concerns discrimination, and is “an intent to 'normalize' lifestyles that go against Christian values.” Lastly, there is draft bill “16978” that concerns the Penal Code, increasing the penalties for discrimination in terms of sexual orientation and criminalize all those who hold an opinion contrary to these policies. The “common denominator” in all the draft bills, according to Archbishop Barrantes, is the part about “sexual rights,”...where there is an effort to impose a concept of the human person that reduces the person to an erotic level, without any reference to the love of 'agape.'”  Thus, he makes a strong appeal to the Catholic politicians, reminding them that they are the ones who are “called to oppose any political program or draft bill that contains proposals that go against the fundamental content of faith and morals.” And he asked all people to continue being “defenders of the right to life for every human being from conception until natural death and of the family in its unity and integrity.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2008)

Morals – AMERICA/PANAMA – The Church says the law on reproductive health “introduces a cultural and moral system based on criteria which are foreign to our cultural, moral e spiritual life ”
Panama (Agenzia Fides) –Archbishop Dimas Cedeño Delgado of Panama vice-president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Panama, in a message addressed to the National Assembly of the central American nation, reaffirmed the position of the Bishops' Conference with regard to the proposed law on the subject of sexual and reproductive health. In the message, the Archbishop offers to dialogue and discuss the concrete contents of the Bill. 

On 22 September, the National Assembly acknowledged a Proposed Bill 442 to adopt measures which establish and protect human rights in matters of sexual and reproductive health and promote education, information and attention about sexual and reproductive health. The Bishops' Conference on several occasions has proposed measures in this regard - the Archbishop said in the message– “stressing especially civil commitment to respond to phenomena such as domestic violence, prostitution, pornography, which seriously damage the family and its weaker members”. At the same time the Bishops' Conference, “anxious to further the development of Panama, during the stage of elaboration of the mentioned norms, has underlined the positive and negative aspects”. In March this year the Bishops expressed satisfaction for suggestions accepted but, at the same time, voiced serious concern about various points in the text presented without the requested changes.

“I am disappointed to see that in many aspects the Bill strikes the basic elements of our society ” the Archbishop said. Among these “it fails to mention of the authority of parents to safeguard, direct, forbid and above all to correct a child in these matters. Parental authority seems to be restricted to accompanying important decisions in the child's life”. Moreover article 6 “recognises the right of every citizen, including minors, to take autonomous, freely made and responsible decisions with regard to sexuality and reproduction”, reducing the role of the parents “to the ‘responsibility’ of accompanying and guiding these decisions”. 

The Archbishop also denounces norms that promote “ harmful behaviour for the physical integrity of the person, for example, sterilisation”. 

What is more, the message continues “the Bill introduces a cultural and moral system based on criteria foreign to our cultural, moral and spiritual life”. Such as for example “the proposal to eliminate ‘gender inequalities (art. 10), which spreads the ideology of ‘gender’, attacking in this way the solid basis of the ‘family’”. 

On the other hand the “Bill makes no mention of the serious phenomena (prostitution, pornography, etc.) which disorient and limit sexual and reproductive health, and has a negative impact for the development of the individual and the family, especially minors ”. 

For all these reasons the Church expresses “a seriously negative assessment of the document presented to the National Assembly, calling calls for more inclusive dialogue on this fundamental matter at the level of society ”, and urging the President and the members of the National Assembly, to facilitate this dialogue. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2008)
Violence – ASIA/INDIA - The Church tells the National Integration Council: “There is an urgent need for a law to stop violence against Christians and give more social influence to minorities.”

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – Turn all eyes, especially those of cultural and religious minorities in India, issue of the irrational intercommunitarian violence and premeditated attacks against Christians: with this objective, the National Integration Council met on October 13. The Council is made up of representatives from politics, civil society, and religious communities, and was begun to face the delicate matters concerning conflict and violence in Indian society. 

The Council, which has not met in three years, came together to make an in-depth examination of the worrisome phenomenon of the anti-Christian violence. As a result, they came up with the “Communal Violence Bill,” that is, an ad hoc form of legislation to try to stop the campaign of violence that has its eyes set on a certain religious community. 

Representing the Catholic Church during the Sessions, were Archbishop Vincent Concessao of Delhi and other lay leaders of Christian entities that are working to keep the public informed. Also present were leaders of human rights organizations, representatives from movements and parties, and leaders of other religious communities.

The Council discussed the absurd campaign of “organized elimination” and the damages suffered by Christian communities, beginning in Orissa and extending to 12 states in the Federation, highlighting the need for all social, cultural, and religious entities (majority or minority alike) to contribute to building a peaceful, pluralistic, lay and democratic India.

They also called for increased coordination among federal authorities and those of the individual Indian states, in order to prevent violence and bring those responsible to justice. They also asked for the solidarity and commitment of all religious minorities in India, to accompany the Christians, as they all take part in the civil livelihood of the country. The Catholic Church mentioned its intention to continue in working in the area of literacy, education, and social-economic promotion of those outside the caste system, the dalit, the poor, and the marginalized. For this, the Church has often been criticized by the leaders of Hindu radicalist movements. In conclusion, the Council mentioned several concrete steps to be taken by all those present: stop the campaign of ideological hate and violence; prosecute criminals according to the law; pass the “Communal Violence Bill” to block violence against minorities; guarantee cultural and religious minorities equal opportunity and greater representation in public office, the police, the judicial system; reform the education system in the country, in a democratic, global, and profound way, providing adequate education for the poorest classes. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/10/2008)

Violence – ASIA/INDIA - Hindu fundamentalists appropriate lands belonging to Christians, forcing them to flee Orissa: the Bishops make another appeal to the government

Bhubaneshwar (Agenzia Fides) – The drama of Christians living in the state of Orissa continues and worsens. The over 50,000 refugees in the district of Kandhamal, in the forests or in refugee camps provided by the government, are losing any hope of returning to their homes and lands, of returning to the lives they led before. This has been the alert made by the Bishops of Orissa, who observe how the Christian population is slowly but surely dwindling in the state.

The Hindu fundamentalist groups are illegally appropriating the lands that have been abandoned, used for growing grain, corn, fruit trees, and ginger, depriving Christians of their property and means of livelihood in a permanent manner. Christians are losing their lands, and with them, their hope of returning to a normal life. This is why they are fleeing Orissa, in search of another place to build their lives, starting from zero. They are mainly dalit and members of tribes who suffer violence from Hindu fundamentalists who are well-organized and armed, who suffer no resistance. Bishops say that this fact is mainly because the civil authorities and police do nothing in stopping this unjust confiscation of property and this flagrant violation of personal rights.

In this underhanded manner, local Christians say, the plan of the Hindu fundamentalists to eliminate Christian presence in Orissa is being fulfilled, as families and entire communities, deprived of everything and without hope of obtaining justice, are forced to go in search of new lands.

In a new and firm message, the Bishops of Orissa, with full support from the Indian Bishops' Conference, affirm: “54 days after attacks, the situation continues to be one of great tension and there is no security,” denying the declarations of civil authorities that speak of a progressive return to normality. The numbers in the refugee camps, the statement says, have dropped to 50% of what they were, not due to the Christians' return to their homes, which are now occupied by other people, but because they have moved to other places farther away from the area. “Christians in the district of Kandhamal have placed their trust in the State and their fundamental right to live has been trampled by the constitutionally elected government,” the Bishops say. The most serious fact is that the persecution and the continuous violations of human rights are being tolerated by the local government and police, the message declared, and the Christians are treated as second-rate citizens. The Bishops demand an urgent opening of an investigation in the violence, calling for a “just and adequate compensation” to those affected, asking that “the police take responsibility for acting according to the law, with justice and without prejudice.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 21/10/2008)

Violence – ASIA/INDIA - The Church in India mourns the death of the first Catholic priest from the violence in Orissa

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – The anti-Christian violence in Orissa has clamed its first Catholic priest. Fr. Bernard Digal, of the Archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneshwar, in Orissa, who was attacked on August 25 by Hindu fundamentalists, died yesterday (October 28) in the hospital after suffering serious head wounds. Fr. Mrutyunjay Digal, a priest of the same Archdiocese and secretary of the local Archbishop Raphael Cheenath, announced the news to Agenzia Fides, describing this time as “a moment of mourning, silence, and prayer for the entire local Church.”

Fr. Bernard, 45 years of age, was admitted to the hospital Chennai (in Tamil Nadu), to be treated with a delicate surgical operation on his head, however the rest of his body which was full of wounds and abrasions was unable to resist the intervention. “During his life, Fr. Bernard showed great determination and courage in bearing witness to Christ and dying for Him. He has died as a true Christian. Immediately following his attack, he forgave his enemies and persecutors. Our love and prayers go out to all their beloved friends and family, that they may receive strength and encouragement during this time of trial,” the priest informed, stating that at Fr. Bernard’s bedside was Archbishop Cheenath, who offered him some final words of encouragement and accompanied him in his passing from this life, with his prayer.  Messages of condolences and solidarity have reached Orissa from many dioceses, Bishops’ Conferences, Christian movements and associations, and various civil organizations.

As they prepare to celebrate his funeral, the local Catholic community affirms that “Fr. Bernard’s intercession from Heaven will be a source of consolation and hope for all persecuted Christians of Orissa.” Fr. Bernard is the first Catholic priest to die in this campaign of anti-Christian violence. According to several Christian organizations in India, there have been nearly 100 deaths, thousands of wounded, and the slaughter continues, more or less in a hidden manner. Some 15,000 Christians are still living in refugee camps, and nearly 40,000 have fled into the forests and to other locations, threatened by Hindu fundamentalist groups. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 29/10/2008)

Life – EUROPE/ITALY - For life and against the death penalty

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – While the United States Supreme Court considered the case of Troy Davis in Georgia, the Community of Saint Egidio organized the III International Congress for Ministers of Justice on September 29. Those in attendance included Ministers of Justice, leaders of Supreme Courts, and members of Parliament from 16 countries (the European Union, Italy, Rwanda, Ivory Coast, Guinea Conakry, Gabon, Kenya, Benin, Tanzania, Mozambique, South Africa, Guinea Bissau, Lesotho, Liberia, Mexico, Ecuador, Philippines, Kazakhstan), who gathered to discuss an extremely debated issue and one of great importance for every civilized nation: the abolition of the death penalty, in a convention entitled: “From Moratorium to Abolition of Capital Punishment.”

It is a theme of particular relevance, especially after the Universal Moratorium approved by an impressive majority last December 18 at the UN General Assembly, after the attempts in 1994, 1999, and 2003 to abolish it; and it is an occasion in which the intervention of Italy has played a key role. The Community of Saint Egidio is not new in this area: it has, in fact, collected nearly 5,230,000 signatures in 153 countries throughout the world, which were later (this past November 2) handed over to the President of the General Assembly of the UN, Srgjan Kerim, by a delegation of the Coomunity and the WCADP (World Coalition Against the Death Penalty). This gesture is indicative of how the attention from various entities, working together for the full elimination of the death penalty have created a real front, not only on an interreligious level, but also on an intercultural and transnational level.

The two annual conventions that preceded that of the Palazzo Rospigliosi this year, showed the activity and dedication of the Community of Saint Egidio in spreading awareness and understanding on the issues related to the death penalty. It is a rather recent project, begun in 1996, but already lived with great commitment by the members of the Community. It is an initiative that is begun and grows within the humanistic spirit and care for the needs of others, characteristics typical of the Saint Egidio experience. The first “colloquium” on the death penalty took place on November 28, 2005 in Rome and was of great importance in the link between Europe and Africa in coming together to abolish the death penalty and in encouraging all participating nations to do the same. The Encounter ended with the 4th World Day Against the Death Penalty, organized by the Community of Saint Egidio (the first one took place in 2002). The second “colloquium” was held on June 18, 2007: after which, the country of Gabon abolished the death penalty and the text later approved in December 2007 was introduced in the Third Commission of the UN Resolution. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 2/10/2008)

Life – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA – Melbourne (Agenzia Fides) – Thousands of Catholics, Christians of other denominations, and members of social movements and associations marched through the streets of Melbourne yesterday, participating in the “Day of Intercession for Life” called for by the Diocese, in order to say “no” to the new law on abortion, which will be debated on tomorrow, October 7, in the Parliament in the state of Victoria (southern Australia). The bill in question would allow for abortions to take place in the first 24 weeks of pregnancy.

Christians of many denominations lived a solemn moment of prayer inside St. Patrick’s Cathedral, led by Archbishop Denis Hart of Melbourne, who told them: “We are all brothers and sisters because we value the great gift of life.....we testify to the unique value of each human without distinction from conception to natural death.”

The faithful gathered prayed especially for all mothers, for all unborn children, victims of human manipulation, and for all children yet to be born, highlighting that the Christian community is willing to place all its resources and energies at the service and support of women with difficulties, whether they be psychological or economic, in carrying their child to term. The Archbishop also pointed out that the reform of the system could not in any way lead Catholic hospitals to perform abortions, which Christian doctrine considers murder. Those present affirmed that such a law would be “morally repugnant.” The law, the Church observes, should in every way possible provide a possibility of “conscientious objection” for doctors who do not wish to practice abortion.

Following the celebration in the Cathedral, the faithful marched through the streets, where they were joined by many other people who, beyond their religious beliefs, share the same ideal of absolute respect for human life. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 6/10/2008)

SUPER QUAESTIONES
VATICAN - Father Timothy Lehane, the new Secretary General of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith, tells Agenzia Fides: “I hope to be able to accompany the missionaries and National Directors, so that they can feel the support of the Universal Church in their work.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “I have been a missionary for the last 25 years in Ecuador, a country with a great natural beauty and wonderful people, but at the same time, with many needs. I have worked in a parish, in the formation and administration areas within my Congregations, the Society of the Divine Word and I feel that all this has been a treasure for me, gained experience that is now going to be very useful for me in my new task in Rome,” said Fr. Timothy Lehane, SVD in a dialogue with Agenzia Fides, just days after his installment as Secretary General of the Pontifical Society for the Propagation of the Faith. “It is precisely when you have had a day-to-day experience of the missions that you realize the situation and the actual needs of the missionaries,” Father Lehane explained. “When you have experienced pastoral work firsthand and what a missionary’s life can be like anywhere in the world...you feel a more urgent need to unite yourself with your brother, not only through material aid, but through a more profound help, which comes in the form of prayer and accompaniment.” Fr. Timothy, who has also served as National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies (PMS) in Ecuador during the last 9 years, sees this experience as a great preparation for his work now. “As is typical in beginning a new missionary service, I have my own personal expectations,” Fr. Lehane told Fides. “And yet, I know that the work carried out from the Pontifical Missionary Societies has already journeyed down a long path and now it is my turn to discover it first-hand and observe more closely the needs of each continent and country. I hope to be able to accompany the missionaries and National Directors, so that they can feel the support of the Universal Church in their work. I also think that there is a great need to spread missionary awareness throughout the world, especially amongst the younger churches, who are the hope of mankind. In this sense, I see that there is a real need for missionary animation, because right now in many of these countries, their consciences are awakened and there is a sense of responsibility within the Universal Church. In fact, many of the local churches already have young priests, laity, and religious who have the desire to be missionaries on other continents.” 

“And now, we are in the month of October, the month par excellence dedicated to the missions, and World Mission Day is approaching. It is a perfect time to encourage the various local Churches and I think that here, from the central office, we can also help the National Directors to carry out their activity in the collections in their own countries. This active encouragement is very important, as in my experience in Ecuador I have found that even though the people are poor, they are generous and they give all they can. When they realize that there are people poorer than they are, that there is a church with more needs than them, they give all they can and more, because they have a big heart and they want to share what they have with others.”

Fr. Timothy Lehane Barrett, SVD was born in 1955 in Innishannon, in County Cork (Ireland). After studying Agriculture at Multyfarmham (County Wetmeath), he studied Philosophy at Donamon Castle (Roscommon) and Theology at Maynooth (County Kildare). In 1978, he entered in the Congregation of the Divine Word, where he took his perpetual vows in 1985. He was ordained a priest on March 17, 1986. Within the Congregation, he has had various tasks, firstly as a former in 1990-2000, and later as Provincial Superior, from 2004 until now. Fr. Timothy has been a missionary in Ecuador for 25 years, where he served mainly in prison ministry in the city of Quito. Beginning in 1999, he served as National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies in Ecuador and coordinating the Third American Missionary Congress CAM 3-Comla 8, which was celebrated in Quito on August 12-17, 2008. As he himself puts it, “it has been the greatest experience I have had, because I have seen a missionary awakening and a great ecclesial communion among the entire people of God.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 8/10/2008)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello 

Pius XII, fifty years after his death: no discontinuity with the Church of the Council
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “A Church which is silent, when she should speak; a Church which waters down the law of God, adapting it to the taste of human desires, when she should nobly proclaim and defend it; a Church which detaches herself from the irremovable foundation upon which Christ founded her, in order to settle comfortably on the quick-sands of the opinion of the day, or to follow a passing current; a Church which does not resist oppression of consciences, which does not safeguard the legitimate rights and freedoms of the people; a Church which, with indecorous servility, remains closed within the four walls of the temple, forgetful of the divine mandate received from Christ: ‘Go out to the main crossroads (Mt 22,9), teach all nations (Mt 29,19)’. Beloved sons and daughters! Spiritual heirs of innumerable host of confessors and martyrs, is this the Church whom you venerate and love? Do you recognise in such a Church the facial features of your Mother? Can you imagine a successor of the first Peter, bending to similar exigencies?”.

From a crowded St Peter's Square, there came a choral cry of 'no!' to these questions. The one speaking was Pope Pius XII, who had been informed of the arrest of the Primate of Hungary, the Archbishop of Budapest, Cardinal Josef Mindszenty. How can certain historians, obviously ideologised, continue to support the theory of the “the Pope of silence”?

Those words express knowledge of the martyrological structure of the Roman primate. How pertinent they are today, not so much for the facts of persecution happening in various parts of the world, as for the truth of what Jesus foretold: “They persecuted me, and they will persecute you ”! They are the test to verify if, on the truth of martyrdom, which is the fundamental martyrdom, that of Christ, the Church after the Council, is still the same.

One example: when Benedict XVI speaks of a “dictatorship of desires”, is he not echoing Pius XII who spoke of the “taste of human desires”? Where then lies the presumed “discontinuity” between the Church “before the Council” and the Church today? Those who denigrate Pius XII, in actual fact, are afraid of this truth: afraid of the ecclesial Body's invincible continuity.

If we were to read “Gaudium et Spes” against the light, with this teaching, we would see that there is a world to be saved and a world from which to distance ourselves because it persecutes the Church and Christians– “they are not of the world” said Jesus about his disciples.

Is it imaginable that this truth was forgotten by the Council Fathers in 1962, only just five years after the Hungarian events, which saw other tribulations for the Church of silence, millions persecuted for the faith and martyred? To presume this would be truly anti-historic! What in today's language, not always precise, are termed “challenges” posed by the world to the Church, are in fact those vicissitudes which Saint Paul calls “tribulations”, or painful thorns: but only through tribulations can we be reached by God's consolation.

Pius XII was not spared such “tribulations”, neither when alive, nor after his death. Among the many it suffices to mention a “theatre piece”, orchestrated by Hochuth, a bad player in search of notoriety, who started, in 1960, the black legend about the presumed “ Pope of silence”. He succeeded thanks to the complicity of certain persons anxious for revenge against Pius XII for a Sant’Uffizio Decree on being a Communist, and thanks to support from areas of Catholic progressivism and modernism which could not forgive the Pope for the canonisation of Pius X. A recent congress a few weeks ago, of Jewish cultural area, provided still more evidence of this falsity, testifying in favour of the great Pontiff.

However already Montini in 1963, while still Archbishop of Milan, wrote a letter to the London based Catholic magazine The Tablet, to defend Pius XII and, having been his close collaborator, to paint his portrait: “The fragile and gentle aspect of Pius XII, his quiet, refined word hid, - or rather - revealed - a noble and virile character, capable of making firm decisions and fearlessly taking positions which might put him at considerable risk …he desire to penetrate to the bottom the history of his tormented epoch. Deeply aware that he was himself a part of this history, he wished to participate fully, sharing the suffering in his heart and in his soul ”.

On 9 October 2008, the 50th anniversary of the death of the servant of God, Pius XII, may this too be meditated upon and may prayers be said for his glorification. (Agenzia Fides 9/10/2008)

AFRICA/DR CONGO - “The Holy Father’s appeal for Kivu sheds light on an area that is often left in darkness,” a missionary from East Congo tells Fides

Kinshasa (Agenzia Fides) – “I saw the Holy Father’s address at the Angelus, live on the television. My fellow brethren and I wish to give him our heartfelt thanks for the appeal for peace in Kivu,” one missionary working in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo tells Agenzia Fides (names are withheld for security reasons). Yesterday, October 12, Benedict XVI encouraged all to “pray for reconciliation and peace in some situations that cause alarm and great suffering.” Among these situations is North Kivu, where fighting is currently taking place between the national army and militants led by Laurent Nkunda (see Fides 10/10/2008). 

“With this appeal, Pope Benedict XVI has given a voice to those who had been forgotten by the international media, shedding light on an area that is often left in darkness,” the missionary said. “I think that this is yet another demonstration of the strength of the Catholic Church...The one at the top of the vertex hears the cry of the flock entrusted to him, in their suffering, and listens to their needs.”

The missionary, who is now in South Kivu, shows himself to be cautiously hopeful of the future: “Our impression is that no great war will break out. For now, the conflict is contained within North Kivu, where there are surely situations of great suffering (we cannot forget the 1,200,000 refugees), however it does not seem that the conflict will extend outside this area. People are fairly worried, but life goes on.”

“However, I think that it is important that the international community keep its eye on eastern Congo, because if not, we run the risk of creating the circumstances that can lead to a larger conflict (e.g. the distraction of the great powers, other African nations, and the international public opinion). The Holy Father’s appeal is an important step towards peace,” the missionary concluded.

The President of the Commission of the African Union, Jean Ping, said that the AU wishes to intervene in solving the Congolese conflict, along with other countries already working in a mediation effort. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 13/10/2008)

AFRICA/CAMEROON - “Benedict XVI's visit harkens back to that of John Paul II” the Nuncio of Cameroon tells Fides, following the Pope's announcement

Yaounde (Agenzia Fides) - “We are grateful to the Holy Father for having accepted the invitation made by the local Bishops' Conference and the Head of State, to visit Cameroon,” says Archbishop Eliseo Antonio Ariotti, Apostolic Nuncio to Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea. “I have already begun preparations for the Holy Father's visit. The Bishops' Conference in Cameroon has already begun taking measures to assure that the Pope's trip can be an occasion of spiritual growth for the country,” Archbishop Ariotti said, mentioning how “the Church in Cameroon is alive, with a notable religious fervor.”

The Nuncio observed that “Pope Benedict XVI's visit harkens back to that of his predeccesor, John Paul II, in 1995, when he presented the Apostolic Post-Synodal Exhortation 'Ecclesia in Africa,' at the conclusion of the Synod on Africa in 1994. Once again, the Holy Father has chosen Cameroon to be the place to host the presentation of the preparatory document of the Synod for Africa, which will take place in October 2009. This choice could be because Cameroon is a country in the heart of Africa, where both French and English are spoken, and seems to be a logical choice for presenting the new document to all the African Bishops.” 

Cameroon has a population of 17,173,000 inhabitants. There are 4,699,000 Catholics, in 24 dioceses with 808 parishes. There are 30 Bishops, 1,151 diocesan priests, 581 religious priests, 312 professed brothers, 2,155 religious sisters, 19,597 catechists. The Catholic Church runs 349 kindergartens with 34,889 students; 1,005 elementary schools with 270,252 students; 139 middle schools and high schools with 72,116 students. The Catholic Church also runs 23 hospitals, 228 clinics, 10 leper colonies, 11 shelters, 12 orphanages, 45 family consultation offices (statistics taken from the most recent Annuary of Church Statistics). (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 27/10/2008)

AFRICA/ANGOLA - “The visit of His Holiness Benedict XVI is an inspiration to continue evangelizing the country,” the Apostolic Nuncio of Angola tells Fides

Luanda (Agenzia Fides) - “The news of the Holy Father's visit has been received with joy and surprise by the Church and the entire population here,” Archbishop Giovanni Angelo Becciu, Apostolic Nuncio of Angola, told Agenzia Fides. “The country is now living in hope, awaiting the Pope's visit,” the Nuncio said. “The visit of Benedict XVI marks an important place on the path of consolidation and evangelization and is an inspiration for all Catholics to strengthen their missionary commitment. The Pope will come to bless the process of consolidation of peace that began in 2002 and the economic progress seen in recent years, whose benefits should, however, be extended to the entire population, especially to the poorest areas, in order to promote a just and fair development in the country.”

The news of the Pope's upcoming visit to Angola has been enthusiastically received by the media in Angola. Cardinal Alexandre do Nascimento, Archbishop Emeritus of Luanda, said in an interview with Radio Ecclesia that Angola was the first sub-Saharan African nation to be evangelized. The first baptism dates back to 1491, one year before the discovery of America, which makes the Angolans very proud.

Angola has a population of over 16 million people, 9 million under the age of 18. There are 8,334,000 Catholics, distributed in 18 dioceses, with 283 parishes. There are 25 Bishops, 410 diocesan priests, 339 religious priests, 157 professed brothers, 2,204 religious sisters, and 26,341 catechists. The Catholic Church runs 71 preschools with 10,527 students; 256 elementary schools with 148,371 students; 126 high schools with 52,366 students. The Catholic University of Luanda, the nation’s capital, is the most prestigious school in the country, even though it only opened its doors 8 years ago. The Catholic Church also runs 18 hospitals, 256 clinics, 3 leper colonies, 11 shelters, 42 orphanages, 25 child care centers, and 4 family counseling offices (information gathered from the most recent Statistical Annual of the Church). (LM) (Agenzia Fides 28/10/2008)

ASIA/INDIA - “Christians in Orissa just want to return to normal life, in peace and harmony with everyone, with respect for constitutional rights.” Interview with Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes, General Secretary of the Indian Bishops' Conference.

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – They do not seek special privileges...only equal opportunity and respect for constitutional rights for all Indian citizens. Christians in Orissa are not seeking revenge; they just want to return to normal life, in peace and harmony with everyone, with respect for constitutional rights. This is what Agenzia Fides was told in an interview with Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes, SJ, General Secretary of the Indian Bishops' Conference. The Church in India has received counsel and comfort from Benedict XVI's words and repeated appeals being made on behalf of the Christians in India during the Synod of Bishops. However, today they are experiencing a moment of mourning, silence, and prayer for the tragic death of Fr. Bernard Digal, of the Archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneshwar, Orissa, who was violently attacked and wounded on August 25 by Hindu fundamentalists and died on October 28 as a result of the wounds he suffered. 

Below is the Archbishop's interview with Agenzia Fides:

How has the Indian Church reacted to the recent appeals made by the Holy Father for Christians in India during the Synod of Bishops?

In the Holy Father's appeal, I sensed his pastoral solicitude for all the Churches and for all peoples suffering from natural or human calamities. At the Synod, surrounded by Patriarchs and Bishops from many Christian communities facing difficulties and humiliations, the Holy Father would surely feel himself united deeply with suffering Christians in so many lands. The presence of so many Patriarchs and Bishops from Iraq and India drew from the Holy Father the expression of deep concern for a human tragedy being enacted in those lands and wherever in our world today. We hope that his call for peace will be heard by all men of good will.

Will civil and religious leaders in India truly begin to act and take all the necessary measures in stopping the violence? 

The Prime Minister of India has spoken of the 'national shame'. The Minister of Internal Affairs, in a recent speech given in Parliament, promised a law for fighting community violence. Will consciences be awakened by the wailing of mothers and sisters and the tender cries of hungry babies whose parents have been driven into forests or refugee camps living in inhuman conditions? Those who have been incited to inflict violence on their fellow human neighbors must be converted to establish peace and harmony in those same communities they have wrecked. The hate campaign unleashed on Christians in Orissa cannot be obliterated easily: it requires conversion of the heart. The appeal of the Holy Father is an added moral voice that civil and religious leaders are in no mood to listen to. 

What are the urgent needs for religious minorities (Christians and non alike) in the country? What are your hopes?

The urgent need of the Christians of Orissa who have suffered especially during the past ten months is that they return to their villages and homes and fields to renew their lives and livelihood, with all security, respect and harmony among their neighbors. A just and adequate compensation for all that is materially lost is only a beginning. The greater loss of friendships and harmony and trust cannot be measured.

What Christians and minority groups in India want is that their constitutional rights be not only respected and honored but implemented in spirit and in truth - with justice. The unjust discrimination against Christians is yet to be removed. The small minority of Christians have always been in the forefront of nation-building. We will continue to play our patriotic role in serving the nation even to 'the least of the brethren' as enjoined by our Lord Jesus Christ. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 29/10/2008)
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