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The month of July was marked by the final stages of preparation for the 23rd World Youth Day in Sydney, Australia. On 2 July the Holy Father gave the only audience of the month beginning a new series of catechesis dedicated to Saint Paul in this Year of Saint Paul.  

Among the private audiences granted in July by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, we recall the audience on July 3 with Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, during which the Holy Father authorised the promulgation of decrees on the heroic virtues of Father Damian, missionary to the lepers in Molokai, and Mr and Mrs Martin, the parents of Saint Therese of Lisieux.

During the Angelus reflection on 6 July the Pope appealed to the participants at the G8 summit in Hokkaido-Toyako, to make the needs of the poorest and most needy people the centre of their deliberations. 

On 14 July the Supreme Pontiff sent three messages. In the first the Pope said he hoped that young people taking part in WYD would “truly find rest in the Lord, and be filled with joy and fervour for spreading the Good News among their friends, their families, and all whom they meet.”; in the second in view of Mission Sunday 2008, the Holy Father said: “Today there are countless people who are waiting for the proclamation of the Gospel, those who are thirsting for hope and love. There are so many who let themselves be questioned deeply by this request for aid that rises up from humanity, who leave everything for Christ and transmit faith and love for Him to people!”; in the third addressed to the Holy See representative at Expo Zaragoza 2008, he reaffirmed that every person has the right to access clean water, a right “rooted in the dignity of the human person”.

At the beginning of July Benedict XVI moved to his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, where he prepared for the important and demanding visit to Sydney to preside the celebration of 23rd World Youth Day. The Holy Father's long awaited presence in that part of the world started on 17 July with the welcoming ceremony at Government House; the same day the Pope took part in a welcoming celebration at Bangaroo Harbour, during which he said: “Before me I see a vibrant image of the universal Church”.

The next day the Pope presided an ecumenical meeting in the Crypt of St. Mary’s Cathedral, after which he went to the Cathedral Chapter Hall to meet representatives of other religions present in Australia.

Saturday 19 the Pontiff celebrated Mass with the Catholic Bishops of Australia and said in the homily “the question of God can never be kept quiet”; in the evening the Pope joined thousands of young people gathered at Randwick Racecourse for the WYD Prayer Vigil: “Gathered before our much-travelled Cross and the icon of Mary, and under the magnificent constellation of the Southern Cross, we pray” the Pope told the young people.

The culminating event of the Apostolic Journey was the celebration of WYD Mass on Sunday 20 July with the administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation and the announcement that Madrid, Spain, will host the next international Word Youth Day in 2010. On Monday 28 July the Holy Father travelled to the northern Italian mountain town of Brixen for a brief period of rest.


SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 July 2008 – Message to Catholic Bishops Conference of Colombia

2 July 2008 – General audience

3 July 2008 – Audience with Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints

6 July 2008 – Angelus

7 July 2008 – Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father on the occasion of World Youth Day

14 July 2008 – Message to the Australian people in view of the 23rd World Youth Day

14 July 2008 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2008

14 July 2008 – Message to Holy See representative at Expo Zaragoza 2008

17 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Welcome Ceremony Government House

17 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Welcoming Celebration at Bangaroo Harbour

18 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Ecumenical Meeting at St. Mary’s Cathedral Crypt

18 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – St. Mary’s Cathedral Chapter Hall meeting with representatives of other religions

19 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney - Mass with Catholic Bishops, seminarians, novices at St. Mary’s Cathedral

19 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney  – World Youth Day Prayer Vigil, Randwick Racecourse

20 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney  – World Youth Day Mass and Angelus, Randwick Racecourse

21 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney –Eucharistic Celebration, Cathedral House Chapel

24 July 2008 – Message to Pontifical Council for Culture Conference in Tanzania

27 July 2008 – Angelus

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QUAESTIONES

The Year of St Paul – ASIA/CAMBODIA - “With Paul to announce the Gospel”: Phnom Penh Vicariate Apostolic issues Pastoral Letter for Year of St Paul
The Year of St Paul – AFRICA/ANGOLA - “Building a community based on the law of love, following the example of Saint Paul”: Pastoral Statement from the Bishops of Angola, Sao Tome and Principe for the Year of Saint Paul
The Year of St Paul – ASIA/CHINA - “We should drill this quote of Saint Paul into our heads, forever: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” - China’s Catholics celebrate the Year of St. Paul with a new missionary impulse
Appeal – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - The local Catholic Church demands respect for human rights in Zimbabwe, as intimidation of Zimbabwe Christians continues
Appeal – AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Bishops warn faithful: do not be fooled by the so-called “Reformed Catholic Church” that “usurps the functions, sacraments, organization, and vestments” that correspond to the one true Catholic Church
Catastrophes– ASIA/CHINA - “Give us an empty sack without rice, because it has the Pope’s shield”: a petition from the earthquake victims of Si Chuan, moved by the Pontiff’s solidarity
Food Crisis – ASIA/JAPAN - Forming the backdrop for the G8 Summit: the world food crisis, the climate issue and financial speculations, along with the Pope’s appeal to focus on “the needs of the weakest and poorest peoples.”
Family– AMERICA/PERU - Bishops’ Statement on the introduction of the Rapid Divorce Law: “no civil law can influence the sacramental nature of religious marriage.”
Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “Come Holy Spirit: my hopes for WYD”: Letter from Bishop Kevin Manning of Parramatta
Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Cardinal George Pell on the eve of WYD: focusing on the family, to give the youth hope

Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - The youth, prophets for the Third Millennium: WYD concludes
Youth – EUROPE/SPAIN - The Church in Spain rejoices as Madrid is chosen to host WYD 2011: “it will place us in contact with the best of our tradition and the great ideals that have inspired us over the centuries and still do even now.”
Missionaries killed - ASIA/NEPAL - “Following the murder of a Salesian missionary, the Church in Nepal is receiving support and solidarity”: the Apostolic Prefect of Nepal gives his testimony to Agenzia Fides

Mission – ASIA/PHILIPPINES - The mission of the Camillian Order on the island of Samar is growing, with the collaboration efforts of the laity who have laid the first stone of a new hospital in a rural area

Human trafficking  - EUROPE/ITALY - Talks published from the Seminar on the role of women religious in fighting human trafficking
Life – EUROPE/SPAIN - The Institute for Family Policies warns: “If the law calling for free abortion proposed by the government takes affect, by 2015 Spain will be the country with the highest abortion rate in the European Union.”

SUPER QUAESTIONES

EUROPE/POLAND - "We have no fear of the future certain that the Risen Christ is with us and that God is greater than any of our difficulties or limits": Archbishop Hoser is installed in the diocese of Warsaw-Praga

EUROPE/SPAIN - Archbishop Perez Gonzalez, National Director of the PMS in Spain following his reception of the Pallium: “I was reaffirmed in the mission of service that I must fulfill in the heart of the Church and what it means to give one’s life for the others.”

AMERICA/ECUADOR - “A Bishop’s responsibility is not confined to the borders of his diocese, but reaches out to the ends of the earth.” - Interview with Archbishop Lorenzo Voltolini Esti of Portoviejo, who was conferred the Pallium by the Holy Father

VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr. Luciano Alimandi - “Who do you say that I am?”

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Eucharist: the “heart” of the Church

EUROPE/RUSSIA - “What the Catholic community in Russia needs most is to grow in its awareness of the gift of the faith and live it with a missionary spirit.” - Interview with Archbishop Paolo Pezzi of the Archdiocese of the Mother of God in Moscow

OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “World Youth Day will be a great opportunity and a response to the youth’s interrogatives” - Interview with Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, as he prepares to welcome the world’s youth

EUROPE/ITALY - “Discover a ‘path’ towards salvation in health and in suffering, a ‘road’ to hope” - Agenzia Fides interviews the Director of the Camillianum, Father Luciano Sandrin

OCEANIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA - “We need to keep the youth from contracting AIDS, not lead them into promiscuity:” the Bishop of Vanimo shares his concerns with Agenzia Fides
AMERICA/ECUADOR - On the way to CAM 3: “The Congress will give renewed strength to the evangelization effort, help us make deep reflections, and re-launch our mission as a Church with fidelity and audacity.”

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello - Handing on the faith to the younger generations

EUROPE/SPAIN - Agenzia Fides interviews the Bishop of Cuenca: “The Church’s role in attending persons from the outside cannot be reduced to charitable services alone, although this is needed. The manner of confronting the immigration issue cannot be limited to Caritas. The Church’s mission is to evangelize.”

VATICAN - Communique from the Holy See Press Office on the audience granted by the Holy Father to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Iraq

VATICAN - Statement from Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, on the immigration emergency in Italy

VATICAN - “Populorum Progressio” Foundation approves 200 new service projects for farmers and indigenous populations of Latin America

EUROPE/ITALY - Message from the Italian Bishops’ Conference for Thanksgiving Day in Italy 2008: “The path from availability to distribution is the main means to resolving the food crisis with justice.”
______________________________________________________________________________________

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 July 2008 – Message to Catholic Bishops Conference of Colombia 

VATICAN - “I ardently pray to God that a lasting and just peace may reign in Colombia in an atmosphere of hope and wellbeing” Benedict XVI's video message to the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Colombia

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In a Video message on the occasion of a plenary assembly of the Columbian Bishops Conference which is celebrating its centenary, (see Fides 1/7/2008), the Holy Father Benedict XVI said. “Gathered for your 85th  plenary assembly you celebrate with gratitude the hundred years of that venerable institution... I gladly join you in this significant commemoration knowing that the Bishops' Conference of Colombia, established in 1908 at the request of the 1st  Plenary Council of Latin America, has given continual impulse to the evangelising mission of the Church in that beloved country, seeking adequate ways and means to strengthen ecclesial life in that land and encourage all baptised Catholics to respond with generosity to the call to holiness”.

Referring to the challenges facing the Church in Colombia, Benedict XVI assures the of his "prayers and spiritual closeness in the efforts you are making to ensure the Gospel rings out in all parts of Colombian territory, through initiatives in the fields of pastoral care in education and in universities, and in the concern you show for the imprisoned, the sick, the elderly, indigenous peoples, workers, the displaced, the young and families". "In the certainty that you are laying solid foundations for a promising future, and for the good of the whole Church", he continues, "I encourage you to redouble your attention towards priests, seminarians, missionaries

and religious, and to give renewed impetus to the various formational programmes for catechists, lay people and pastoral care workers".

After highlighting the care with which the bishops seek to be "men of harmony", and their "continual exhortations for an end to the violence, kidnapping, and extortion which affect so many sons and daughters of that beloved land", the Pope concludes his Message by asking God "for an end to these situations which have caused so much suffering, and for a stable and

just peace in Colombia, in a climate of hope and prosperity". He entrusts to the maternal protection of Our Lady of Chiquinquirá the various initiatives organised to mark the centenary, especially the 4th National Congress for Reconciliation and Expocatólica, in August. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 2/7/2008)

2 July 2008 – General audience

VATICAN - Pope Benedict starts new cycle of catechesis at the beginning of the Year of St Paul: “Paul the Apostle, a noble and practically inimitable figure, stands before us as an example of total dedication to the Lord and to Lord's Church”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “ Paul the Apostle, a noble and practically inimitable figure, stands before us as an example of total dedication to the Lord and to Lord's Church, as well as broad openness to humanity and its cultures. It is right then that we give him a special place, not only in our veneration but also in our striving to understand what he has to say to us, the Christians of today”. With these words, at the general Wednesday audience on 2 July, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI began a new cycle of catechesis dedicated to the “great apostle Saint Paul”, on the occasion of the Year of St Paul which just started. Dwelling on the religious-cultural context in which the Apostle lived, the Pope said “today's socio-cultural context is not very different from the context in those times”.

“He comes from a precise and restricted culture, certainly minority, the culture and the tradition of the people of Israel–Benedict explained XVI -. In ancient times and markedly within the Roman Empire, as we learn from scholars in this subject, the Jews were about 10% of the entire population; here in Rome around the mid 1st century AD the ratio was even smaller, at the most 3% of the city's population. Their beliefs and life style, and still today, clearly distinguished them from the rest of the people; and this could have two results: either derision, which could even become intolerance, or admiration, expressed in various forms of friendliness as in the case of 'God fearing ' or 'proselytes', pagan who were associated with the Synagogue and shared faith in the God of Israel... Certainly, as today, the number of Jews was far greater outside the land of Israel, that is in the diaspora, than within the territory which others called Palestine”.

The Holy Father went on to mention two factors which favoured the activity of Paul: “Greek, or better Hellenistic culture, which since Alexander the Great had become the common heritage at least in the eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East, although it had encompassed many elements of the cultures of the peoples traditionally considered barbarians”, and “the political-administrative structure of the Roman Empire which guaranteed peace and stability from Britannia to southern Egypt, unifying a territory of such a size never seen before”. In this vast space it was possible to move with sufficient freedom and safety, thanks to an excellent road system.

Continuing with his description of the cultural environment in the 1st Century the Holy Father said: “some have described Paul as 'a man three cultures', considering his Jewish origin, his Greek and his prerogative as a 'civis romanus', a Roman citizen, as the origin of his same confirms. We should remember especially the stoic philosophy which prevailed in Paul's day and which influenced, if only marginally, even his Christianity ”. 

“In Paul's time there was a crisis in traditional religion, at least in its mythological and civic aspects” Benedict XVI recalled, and it is in this environment Paul that announces "God does not dwell in temples built by human hands... in Him we live, we move and have our being" (Acts 17,24.28). In that epoch “many pagan cults abandoned the official temples in the city and initiation ceremonies for new members were held in private places. Therefore it was not surprising that Christian gatherings (ekklesíai), as we learn especially from the Letters of St Paul, were held in private homes... Nevertheless the differences between the pagan cults and Christian worship are certainly not minimal and regard the identity awareness of the participants as well as the participation of men and women together, the celebration of the 'Lord's Supper' and the reading of the Scriptures”.

The Pope concluded his catechesis with these words: “it is impossible to understand Paul properly without setting him against the Jewish and pagan background of his day. In this way his figure acquires historical and ideal depth, revealing both sharing and originality with regard to the environment. However the same is true for Christianity in general, of which, as we said, Paul is a first class paradigm, from whom we all still have much to learn. And this is the purpose of the Year of St Paul: to learn from Saint Paul, to learn the faith, to learn Christ, to learn the way of upright living.”(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 3/7/2008)

3 July 2008 – Audience with Cardinal José Saraiva Martins, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 

VATICAN - Decrees from the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, among which are miracles attributed to the intercession of Blessed Father Damian, missionary among the lepers of Molokai and to the Martin spouses, parents of Saint Therese of Lisieux

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father today received in private audience Cardinal Jose Saraiva Martins C.M.F., prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, and authorised the promulgation of decrees concerning the following: a miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed, Fr. Damian de Veuster, Belgian professed priest of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary (1840-1889); a miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed Bernardo Tolomei, Italian founder of the Olivetan Benedictine Congregation (1272-1348). Blessed Nuno di Santa Maria Alvares Pereira (ne: Nuno), Portuguese professed layman of the Order of Friars of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel (1360-1431); Servant of God Ludovico Martin, French lay man (1823-1894) and Servant of God Maria Zelia Guerin Martin, French lay woman (1831-1877). 

The Holy Father also approved the publication of the Decree regarding the martyrdom of Servant of God Francesco Giovanni Bonifacio, Italian, killed in hatred of the faith at Villa Gardossi, Italy (1912-1946) and the heroic virtues of Blessed Nuno di Santa Maria Alvares Pereira (ne: Nuno), Portuguese professed layman of the Order of Friars of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel (1360-1431); Servant of God Stephen Douayhy, Lebanese patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites (1630-1704); Servant of God Bernardino Dal Vago da Portogruaro (ne: Giuseppe), Italian archbishop of the Order of Friars Minor (1822-1895); Servant of God Giuseppe Di Donna, Italian bishop of Andria, of the Order of the Blessed Trinity (1901-1952). Servant of God Maria Barbara of the Blessed Trinity Maix (nee: Barbara), Austrian foundress of the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (1818-1873); Servant of God Pius Keller (ne: Hans), German professed priest of the Order of St. Augustine (1825-1904); Servant of God Andres Hibernon Garmendia (ne: Francisco Andres), Spanish professed brother of the Institute of Brothers of Christian Schools (1880-1969); and Servant of God Chiara Badano, young Italian lay woman (1971-1990). (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2008)

6 July 2008 – Angelus 

VATICAN - The Pope, looking ahead to World Youth Day, invites “the whole Church to share in this new stage of the great pilgrimage of young people across the world” and makes an appeal to the participants in the G-8 Summit, “so that at the heart of their deliberations they will put the needs of the weakest and poorest peoples.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “My thoughts already go to Australia where, God willing, I will travel next Saturday, July 12. In Sydney, in fact, in the southeast of the country, the 23rd World Youth Day will take place.” With these words, the Holy Father Benedict XVI wished to dedicate the first Angelus recited at the Apostolic Palace in Castel Gandolfo, his summer residence, to World Youth Day. On July 6, looking out from his balcony to the internal courtyard of the Apostolic Palace, where faithful and pilgrims were gathered, the Pope greeted the authorities and the entire civil and ecclesial community of Castel Gandolfo. Later, he recalled that during the past several months, the "young people's cross" has been taken all over Oceania and “in Sydney it will be once again a silent witness of the pact of alliance between the Lord Jesus Christ and the new generations.” As “the first groups of young men and women from other continents are already leaving for Australia,” Benedict XVI invites “the whole Church to share in this new stage of the great pilgrimage of young people across the world, begun in 1985 by the Servant of God John Paul II.”

“The forthcoming World Youth Day is proclaimed as a new Pentecost,” the Pope said, recalling the theme of his Message for the Day: “ ‘You Will Receive Power When the Holy Spirit Has Come Upon You; and You Will Be My Witnesses ‘ (Acts 1:8). It is the promise Jesus made to his disciples after the resurrection, and which remains always valid and actual in the Church: The Holy Spirit, awaited and received in prayer, infuses in believers the capacity to be witnesses of Jesus and his Gospel. 

Blowing on the Church's sail, the divine Spirit pushes her to ‘go into the deep,’ always anew, from generation to generation, to take to everyone the Good News of the love of God, revealed fully in Jesus Christ, dead and resurrected for us. I am certain that from all the corners of the earth Catholics will be united with me and with all the young people gathered -- as in the Cenacle -- in Sydney, intensely invoking the Holy Spirit so that he will flood hearts with the inner light of love of God and of brothers, and of courageous initiative to introduce Jesus' eternal message in the diversity of languages and cultures.” The Pope entrusted his trip to Australia and the youth encounter to the Blessed Virgin Mary’s maternal protection, invoking Her intercession “so that the summer season might offer everyone the occasion for a time of rest and physical and spiritual renewal.”

After the recitation of the Angelus, Benedict XVI asked that particular efforts be made by the participants in the annual G-8 summit, saying, “Tomorrow, July 7, the heads of state of member countries of the G-8, together with other leaders of the world, will meet in Japan for their annual summit. In recent days numerous voices have been raised -- among them those of the presidents of the episcopal conferences of the involved nations -- to appeal for the carrying out of the commitments assumed in previous G-8 meetings, and to adopt all the measures necessary to overcome the scourge of extreme poverty, hunger, sicknesses and illiteracy that still affect a great part of humanity. I also join myself to this solemn call to solidarity! Therefore, I address the participants in the Hokkaido-Toyako meeting, so that at the heart of their deliberations they will put the needs of the weakest and poorest peoples, whose vulnerability has increased because of speculation and financial turbulence and its adverse effects on the price of food and energy. I hope that generosity and foresight will help them to make decisions in regard to relaunching an equitable process of integral development to safeguard human dignity.”

The Pope then gave a special greeting to the children and their chauffeurs participating in the “"International Festival of Children Artists 2008," organized by the "Soong Ching Ling Foundation of Italy." “Love, concord, harmony and solidarity are the values that you want to promote in China and in the rest of the countries of the world,” the Pope said. “Art and culture can unite peoples. Children represent the future of the human family and, hence, are called in their own right to build a more beautiful and more human world. Your presence allows me to send good wishes of peace and joy to all your contemporaries in China and in the world.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/6/2008)

7 July 2008 – Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father on the occasion of World Youth Day

VATICAN - Plenary Indulgence granted by the Holy Father on the occasion of World Youth Day

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful who, on the occasion of the ‘Twenty-third World Youth Day’, will gather at Sydney in the spirit of pilgrimage; all those who, wherever they are, will pray for the spiritual goals of this Meeting and for its happy outcome can also gain the partial indulgence.” This is how the Apostolic Penitentiary Decree opens. The Decree has been approved by the Holy Father Benedict XVI and the bestowal of the gift of the Indulgence as follows:

“The Plenary Indulgence is granted to the faithful who will devotedly participate at some sacred function or pious exercise taking place during the ‘Twenty-third World Youth Day’, including its solemn conclusion, so that, having received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and being truly repentant, they receive Holy Communion and devoutly pray according to the intentions of His Holiness.

The Partial Indulgence is granted to the faithful, wherever they are during the above-mentioned meeting, if, at least with a contrite spirit, they will raise their prayer to God the Holy Spirit, so that young people are drawn to charity and given the strength to proclaim the Gospel with their life.

So that all the faithful may more easily obtain these heavenly gifts, priests who have received legitimate approval to hear sacramental confessions, should welcome them with a ready and generous spirit and suggest public prayers to the faithful, for the success of the same ‘World Youth Day.’” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2008)

14 July 2008 – Message to the Australian people in view of the 23rd World Youth Day 

VATICAN - Pope’s Message for Australians: “My prayer is that the hearts of the young people who gather in Sydney for the celebration of World Youth Day will truly find rest in the Lord, and that they will be filled with joy and fervor for spreading the Good News...”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On the occasion of his apostolic journey to Sydney for the 23rd World Youth Day, the Holy Father Benedict XVI sent the people of Australia and the youth participating in WYD a message, which was published July 13. 

He begins his Message: “In a few days from now, I shall begin my Apostolic Visit to your country, in order to celebrate the Twenty-Third World Youth Day in Sydney. I very much look forward to the days that I shall spend with you, and especially to the opportunities for prayer and reflection with young people from all over the world.” Benedict XVI, “on behalf of the young people taking part in World Youth Day,” thanks those who have given of their time, their resources and their prayers in support of this celebration, among whom he names the Australian Government and the Provincial Government of New South Wales. “Many of the young people have made great sacrifices in order to undertake the journey to Australia, and I pray that they will be rewarded abundantly,” the Pope said. 

Making reference to the theme of this 23rd World Youth Day “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8), the Holy Father comments: “How much our world needs a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit! There are still many who have not heard the Good News of Jesus Christ, while many others, for whatever reason, have not recognized in this Good News the saving truth that alone can satisfy the deepest longings of their hearts.” He later continued, saying: “It is my firm belief that young people are called to be instruments of that renewal, communicating to their peers the joy they have experienced through knowing and following Christ, and sharing with others the love that the Spirit pours into their hearts, so that they too will be filled with hope and with thanksgiving for all the good things they have received from God our heavenly Father.”

The Pope later observes that “many young people today lack hope. They are perplexed by the questions that present themselves ever more urgently in a confusing world, and they are often uncertain which way to turn for answers. They see poverty and injustice and they long to find solutions. They are challenged by the arguments of those who deny the existence of God and they wonder how to respond. They see great damage done to the natural environment through human greed and they struggle to find ways to live in greater harmony with nature and with one another.” In search of the answers, “the Spirit points us towards the way that leads to life, to love and to truth. The Spirit points us towards Jesus Christ.” 

Benedict XVI mentioned that in Christ alone “we find the answers that we are seeking, we find the goals that are truly worth living for, we find the strength to pursue the path that will bring about a better world.” After quoting Saint Augustine from the beginning of the “Confessions,” the Holy Father adds: “My prayer is that the hearts of the young people who gather in Sydney for the celebration of World Youth Day will truly find rest in the Lord, and that they will be filled with joy and fervor for spreading the Good News among their friends, their families, and all whom they meet.” 

In concluding his Message, the Pope assures his “dear Australian friends” that “although I will only be able to spend a few days in your country, and I will not be able to travel outside Sydney, my heart reaches out to all of you, including those who are sick or in difficulties of any kind.” “On behalf of all the young people, I thank you again for your support of my mission and I ask you to continue praying for them especially. It remains only for me to renew my invitation to the young people from all over the world to join me in Australia, the great ‘southern land of the Holy Spirit.’ I look forward to seeing you there! May God bless you all.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/7/2008)

14 July 2008 – Message for World Mission Sunday 2008

VATICAN - Holy Father’s Message for World Missions Day 2008: “In the contemplation of Saint Paul’s experience, we realize that missionary activity is a response to the love with which God loves us. His love redeems us and urges us on to the mission ad gentes.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Servants and Apostles of Jesus Christ”: this is the theme for the Holy Father Benedict XVI’s Message for the 82nd World Mission Day, which will be celebrated this year on Sunday, October 19. The Pope writes: “On the occasion of World Missions Day, I would like to invite you all to reflect on the urgent need to announce the Gospel, also in our own times. The missionary mandate continues to be an absolute priority for all baptized persons, called to be ‘servants and apostles of Jesus Christ,’ at the dawn of this millenium.”

As a model of the apostolic work, the Holy Father points to Saint Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, in the year that we celebrate the jubilee dedicated to him: “The Pauline Year offers us an opportunity to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, just as the Lord has preached it. How can we not take advantage of this opportunity that this jubilee year offers the local Churches, the Christian communities, and every believer, to propagate the announcement of the Gospel unto the ends of the earth, as the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes? (Rm.1:6).”

In the first paragraph of the Message, Benedict XVI recalls that even today humanity “awaits true liberty” and “redemption.” The international panorama offers a vision of both “promising signs of economic and social progress,” as well as “deep concerns regarding the very future of mankind.” Among these matters of apprehension, he names violence, poverty, discrimination and sometimes even persecution for racial, cultural and religious reasons; technological advancements, “when their end is not the dignity and good of man, and when it is not ordered towards a development of solidarity;” the threat in man’s relationship with the environment “due to the careless use of resources, which has repercussions on man’s physical and mental health.;” and the attacks on human life, that take on various forms and methods. “The answer to these questions about the future comes from the Gospel. Christ is our future. ... St. Paul understood that only in Christ can humanity find redemption and hope.”

While it is “an urgent task that all preach Christ and His saving message,” the Pope highlights that Saint Paul, “on the road to Damascus, he realized that redemption and the mission are the work of God and His love.” It was, in fact, the love of Christ that led him “to the roads of the Roman empire as herald, apostle, announcer and master of the Gospel.” “In the contemplation of Saint Paul’s experience, we realize that missionary activity is a response to the love with which God loves us. His love redeems us and urges us on to the mission ad gentes; it is the spiritual energy capable of making the human family grow in harmony, justice, communion among persons, races and peoples, to which all people aspire.” The Pope recalls that “the primary evangelization continues being necessary and urgent in many parts of the world.” Despite such difficulties as a shortage of priests and a lack of missionary vocations, “Christ's mandate to evangelize all people remains a priority. No reason can justify a relaxation or stopping.” Pope Benedict XVI later recalled: “Today there are a countless number of people awaiting the preaching of the Gospel; they are thirsting for hope and love. How many let themselves be moved in the depths of their hearts by this petition for help the comes forth from humanity, and leave everything for Christ to communicate the faith and love for Him to mankind!” “Let us cast out our nets without fear, trusting in His constant help,” the Holy Father said. He then offered words of advice. To his “dear brother Bishops,” he reminded them that the Bishop, like Saint Paul, is called to “reach out to those who are far off and who do not yet know Christ, or who have not experienced the love that gives freedom; their duty is that of making every diocese a missionary diocese, of willingly contributing, each according to his capacities, in sending priests and lay people to other Churches for the service of evangelization.” 

He later asks that priests be “generous pastors and enthusiastic evangelisers,” following in the footsteps of those who, in recent decades, have gone to mission lands as a consequence of the Encyclical Fidei Donum. “I hope that this missionary commitment in local Churches does not diminish despite the lack of priests.” To the religious men and women, the Pope entrusts them with the task of bringing the announcement of the Gospel to everyone, especially to those furthest away, by a coherent witness in Christ and a radical adherence to the Gospel.” Lastly, the lay faithful are called to play an ever more important role in “the spreading of the Gospel in the various sectors of society. Thus, a complex and multiform areopagus in need of evangelization is opened before you: the world.” 

Concluding his Message, the Holy Father expresses his hope that the World Missions Day will encourage everyone to “realize the urgent need to preach the Gospel,” and he especially thanks the Pontifical Missionary Societies for the support that they offer all the Dioceses: “They are an effective instrument in encouraging and awakening the missionary responsibility in the People of God and they foster the communion of persons and goods from the various parts of the Mystical Body of Christ. May the collection gathered in all parishes on World Mission Day be a sign of reciprocal communion and solicitude between Churches. Finally, may Christians intensify their prayers, the indispensable spiritual means for spreading the light of Christ among all peoples.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 14/7/2008)

14 July 2008 – Message to Holy See representative at Expo Zaragoza 2008

VATICAN - Water today is “a good that must be especially protected through clear national and international policies and used according to sensible criteria of solidarity and responsibility”: Pope’s Message for the “Day of the Holy See” at the Expo in Zaragoza

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “We have to be aware that, regrettably, water - an essential and indispensable good that the Lord has given us to maintain and develop life -, because of incursions and pressures from various social factors, is today considered a good that must be especially protected through clear national and international policies and used according to sensible criteria of solidarity and responsibility.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in his Message sent to Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, representative of the Holy See for the "Day of the Holy See" at the International Expo of Zaragoza (Spain), being held June 14 to September 14, 2008 with the theme “Water and Sustainable Development.”

“The use of water - which is seen as a universal and inalienable right - is related to the growing and urgent needs of those living in poverty,” the Holy Father said, highlighting the fact that the right to water “is it is "a right that is based on the dignity of the human person." It is "from this perspective that positions of those who consider and treat water only as an economic good must be carefully examined. Its use must be rational and in solidarity, fruit of a balanced synergy between the public and private sector.”

The Holy Father also asked that the religious meanings that believers, especially Christians, have developed from water, “giving it great value as a precious immaterial good that always enriches human life on this earth.” The message quotes Sacred Scripture, where water is considered a symbol of purification and life, and highlights that “the full recovery of this spiritual dimension is ensured and presupposed for a proper approach to the ethical, political, and economic problems that affect the complex management of water on the part of all concerned, as well as in the national and international spheres.”

The Pope’s message concludes with his hope that the “Expo in Zaragoza may inspire fitting reflection in all those who visit it and move the competent authorities to make appropriate decisions in favor of a good that is so essential to human life on earth.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 16/7/2008)

17 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Welcome Ceremony Government House

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (1) - “World Youth Day fills me with confidence for the future of the Church and the future of our world.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning hours of July 17, at the Government House in Sydney, there was a Welcoming Ceremony held for the Holy Father Benedict XVI, attended by the civil and religious authorities of Australia. The Pope, who arrived on Sunday in Australia and has spent a few quiet days of rest in the country, thanked those concerned for their hospitality and warm reception and recalled the main purpose of his trip to the country: the 23rd World Youth Day.

He said: “Some might ask what motivates thousands of young people to undertake what is for many a long and demanding journey in order to participate in an event of this kind. Ever since the first World Youth Day in 1986, it has been evident that vast numbers of young people appreciate the opportunity to come together to deepen their faith in Christ and to share with one another a joyful experience of communion in his Church. They long to hear the word of God, and to learn more about their Christian faith. They are eager to take part in an event which brings into focus the high ideals that inspire them, and they return home filled with hope and renewed in their resolve to contribute to the building of a better world. For me it is a joy to be with them, to pray with them and to celebrate the Eucharist with them. World Youth Day fills me with confidence for the future of the Church and the future of our world.”

Recalling the history of the continent, the Holy Father highlighted that “the Church in Australia, as well as being the youngest of any continent, is also one of the most cosmopolitan.” The first European settlement there in the late eighteenth century, is a witness to the fact that the country has welcomed immigrants from Europe and from every part of the world. “Yet for thousands of years before the arrival of Western settlers, the sole inhabitants of the land were indigenous peoples, the Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders,” the Pope said. He later recalled that thanks to the “the Australian Government’s courageous decision to acknowledge the injustices committed against the indigenous peoples in the past concrete steps are now being taken to achieve reconciliation based on mutual respect.” In seeking to close the gap between indigenous and non-indigenous Australian in all areas and through this example of reconciliation, they offer a sign of “hope to peoples all over the world who long to see their rights affirmed and their contribution to society acknowledged and promoted.”

After recalling the contribution made by Catholics in this land, in the building up of the nation, especially in the areas of education and healthcare, Benedict XVI named the Australian Blessed Sister Mary MacKillop: “her perseverance in the face of adversity, her plea for justice on behalf of those unfairly treated and her practical example of holiness have become a source of inspiration for all Australians.” In today’s more secular environment, the Catholic community continues to make an important contribution to national life, not only through education and healthcare, “but especially by highlighting the spiritual dimension of the questions that feature prominently in contemporary debate.”

Thousands of youth are visiting Australia during these days and therefore, it is appropriate to reflect upon the kind of world we are handing on to future generations, the Pope said. “The wonder of God’s creation reminds us of the need to protect the environment and to exercise responsible stewardship of the goods of the earth,” the Pontiff said, congratulating Australia on its efforts in this respect. “Likewise with regard to the human environment, this country has generously supported international peace-keeping operations, contributing to conflict resolution in the Pacific, in South-East Asia and elsewhere. Owing to the many religious traditions represented in Australia, this is particularly fertile ground for ecumenical and interreligious dialogue.”

In concluding his address, the Pope revisited the principle motive of his visit: “I am here to meet the young, from Australia and from all over the world, and to pray for a renewed outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all those taking part in our celebrations... I pray that the Holy Spirit will bring spiritual renewal to this land, to the Australian people, to the Church throughout Oceania and indeed to the ends of the earth. Young people today face a bewildering variety of life-choices, so that they sometimes find it hard to know how best to channel their idealism and their energy. It is the Spirit who gives the wisdom to discern the right path and the courage to follow it.”

After the ceremony, the Holy Father visited the "Mary MacKillop Memorial Chapel" in Sydney, which holds the tomb of Blessed Mary MacKillop, the first Australian Blessed, co-foundress of the Sisters of St. Joseph. There, he said a prayer and met with about one hundred Sisters of this Congregation. He later paid a courtesy visit to the Governor General of Australia and Representative of Queen Elizabeth II, Gen. Michael Jeffrey, in the Drawing Room of the Admiralty House in Sydney, where he also held a brief discussion with Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/7/2008)

17 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Welcoming Celebration at Bangaroo Harbour

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (2) - Our hearts and minds are yearning for a vision of life where love endures, where gifts are shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds meaning in truth, and where identity is found in respectful communion.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the afternoon, on July 17, the Holy Father Benedict XVI traveled to the Port of Rose Bay where he was greeted by traditional songs and dances from the Aboriginal Elders of Australia’s aboriginal population. The Pope later boarded the boat “Sydney 2000” to travel from the port to Barangaroo, for a Welcoming Ceremony with the youth. There, a group of aboriginal Australians and a group of youth from the Pacific Islands sang various indigenous songs and “Tu Es Petrus.” After greeting the Archbishop of Sydney, Cardinal George Pell, and the President of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference, Archbishop Philip Edward Wilson, he Holy Father gave his first address to the youth.

He said: “Wherever we are from, we are here at last in Sydney. And together we stand in our world as God’s family, disciples of Christ, empowered by his Spirit to be witnesses of his love and truth for everyone!” The Holy Father thanked the Aboriginal Elders for their reception and he said he was “deeply moved” knowing the suffering and injustices that have taken place in that land, “but aware too of the healing and hope that are now at work.”

“Standing before me I see a vibrant image of the universal Church,” Benedict XVI said, as he addressed the youth present. “The variety of nations and cultures from which you hail shows that indeed Christ’s Good News is for everyone; it has reached the ends of the earth. Yet I know too that a good number of you are still seeking a spiritual homeland. Some of you, most welcome among us, are not Catholic or Christian. Others of you perhaps hover at the edge of parish and Church life. To you I wish to offer encouragement: step forward into Christ’s loving embrace; recognize the Church as your home. No one need remain on the outside, for from the day of Pentecost the Church has been one and universal.” The Pope said that he was especially thinking of the sick or mentally ill, young people in prison, those struggling on the margins of our societies, and those who for whatever reason feel alienated from the Church. “To them I say: Jesus is close to you! Feel his healing embrace, his compassion and mercy!” 

The Pope then recalled the coming of Pentecost as it is told in the Acts of the Apostles: “At that extraordinary moment, which gave birth to the Church, the confusion and fear that had gripped Christ’s disciples were transformed into a vigorous conviction and sense of purpose. They felt impelled to speak of their encounter with the risen Jesus whom they had come to call affectionately, the Lord... And ever since, men and women have set out to tell the same story, witnessing to Christ’s truth and love, and contributing to the Church’s mission.”

The Holy Father told them to think of those pioneering Priests, Sisters and Brothers who came to Australia from various parts of the world, “some still in their late teens... Their whole lives were a selfless Christian witness. They became the humble but tenacious builders of so much of the social and spiritual heritage which still today brings goodness, compassion and purpose to these nations. And they went on to inspire another generation.” Here, Benedict XVI mentioned Blessed Mary MacKillop and Blessed Peter To Rot, encouraging the youth to look to their grandparents and parents as their “first teachers in the faith.”

During his flight to Australia, the Pope said he had greatly appreciated the “wondrous” view of our planet: “The sparkle of the Mediterranean, the grandeur of the north African desert, the lushness of Asia’s forestation, the vastness of the Pacific Ocean, the horizon upon which the sun rose and set, and the majestic splendour of Australia’s natural beauty... Immersed in such beauty, who could not echo the words of the Psalmist in praise of the Creator: "how majestic is your name in all the earth?" (Ps 8:1). And there is more – something hardly perceivable from the sky – men and women, made in nothing less than God’s own image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26). At the heart of the marvel of creation are you and I, the human family.”

Benedict XVI reflected on the “scars which mark the surface of our earth: erosion, deforestation, the squandering of the world’s mineral and ocean resources in order to fuel an insatiable consumption.” And in referring to mankind, the apex of God’s creation, the Pope mentioned that “Every day we encounter the genius of human achievement... the quality and enjoyment of people’s lives in many ways are steadily rising.” Not only the natural but also the social environment, “has its scars; wounds indicating that something is amiss.” Among these are alcohol and drug abuse, and the exaltation of violence and sexual degradation, “often presented through television and the internet as entertainment,” and relativism, that leads to pure experience, detached from any consideration of what is good or true. 

“Dear friends, life is not governed by chance; it is not random. Your very existence has been willed by God, blessed and given a purpose!... Do not be fooled by those who see you as just another consumer in a market of undifferentiated possibilities, where choice itself becomes the good, novelty usurps beauty, and subjective experience displaces truth. Christ offers more! Indeed he offers everything! Only he who is the Truth can be the Way and hence also the Life. Thus the ‘way’ which the Apostles brought to the ends of the earth is life in Christ. This is the life of the Church. And the entrance to this life, to the Christian way, is Baptism.”

In concluding his address, the Pope reflected on Baptism, mentioning that this sacrament “is a grace; it is God’s work.” He encouraged the youth, saying: “Dear friends, in your homes, schools and universities, in your places of work and recreation, remember that you are a new creation!” “As Christians you stand in this world knowing that God has a human face - Jesus Christ - the "way" who satisfies all human yearning, and the "life" to which we are called to bear witness, walking always in his light.” 

The Holy Father also mentioned that “the task of witness is not easy” and that nowadays many “claim that God should be left on the sidelines, and that religion and faith, while fine for individuals, should either be excluded from the public forum altogether or included only in the pursuit of limited pragmatic goals.” This secularist vision “seeks to explain human life and shape society with little or no reference to the Creator... If God is irrelevant to public life, then society will be shaped in a godless image, and debate and policy concerning the public good will be driven more by consequences than by principles grounded in truth.” Experience shows that “turning our back on the Creator’s plan provokes a disorder which has inevitable repercussions on the rest of the created order” and in society itself. 

The Pope continued: “God’s creation is one and it is good. The concerns for non-violence, sustainable development, justice and peace, and care for our environment are of vital importance for humanity. They cannot, however, be understood apart from a profound reflection upon the innate dignity of every human life from conception to natural death: a dignity conferred by God himself and thus inviolable. Our world has grown weary of greed, exploitation and division, of the tedium of false idols and piecemeal responses, and the pain of false promises. Our hearts and minds are yearning for a vision of life where love endures, where gifts are shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds meaning in truth, and where identity is found in respectful communion. This is the work of the Holy Spirit! This is the hope held out by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is to bear witness to this reality that you were created anew at Baptism and strengthened through the gifts of the Spirit at Confirmation. Let this be the message that you bring from Sydney to the world!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 17/7/2008)

18 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – Ecumenical Meeting at St. Mary’s Cathedral Crypt

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (3) - “As we promote Christian values, we must not neglect to proclaim their source by giving a common witness to Jesus Christ the Lord. It is he who commissioned the apostles, he whom the prophets preached, and he whom we offer to the world.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At 10:30am on July 18, in the Crypt of St. Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney, the Holy Father Benedict XVI held an ecumenical encounter with several leaders of other Christian Churches and members of the New South Wales Ecumenical Council. “Australia is a country marked by much ethnic and religious diversity,” the Pope said, after having greeted and thanked all those present. “Yours, too, is a nation which recognizes the importance of religious freedom. This is a fundamental right which, when respected, allows citizens to act upon values which are rooted in their deepest beliefs, contributing thus to the well-being of society. In this way, Christians cooperate, together with members of other religions, for the promotion of human dignity and for fellowship among all nations.” 

After acknowledging the positive results on the path of ecumenical dialogue in Australia, that demonstrate “not only the possibility of formulating concrete resolutions for fruitful cooperation in the present day, but also the need to continue patient discussion on theological points of difference,” Benedict XVI recalled that this year we celebrate the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of St. Paul, “a tireless worker for unity in the early Church.” The Pope emphasized that “The road of ecumenism ultimately points towards a common celebration of the Eucharist, which Christ entrusted to his Apostles as the sacrament of the Church’s unity par excellence. Although there are still obstacles to be overcome, we can be sure that a common Eucharist one day would only strengthen our resolve to love and serve one another in imitation of our Lord... For this reason, a candid dialogue concerning the place of the Eucharist – stimulated by a renewed and attentive study of scripture, patristic writings, and documents from across the two millennia of Christian history – will undoubtedly help to advance the ecumenical movement and unify our witness to the world.”

The Pope continued, saying: “Dear friends in Christ, I think you would agree that the ecumenical movement has reached a critical juncture. To move forward, we must continually ask God to renew our minds with the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 12:2), who speaks to us through the scriptures and guides us into all truth (cf. 2 Pet 1:20-21; Jn 16:13). We must guard against any temptation to view doctrine as divisive and hence an impediment to the seemingly more pressing and immediate task of improving the world in which we live.” After reflecting on “the nexus between the gift of understanding and the virtue of charity,” as explained by St. Augustine, Benedict XVI pointed out that “ecumenical dialogue advances not only through an exchange of ideas but by a sharing in mutually enriching gifts. An ‘idea’ aims at truth; a ‘gift’ expresses love. Both are essential to dialogue. Opening ourselves to accept spiritual gifts from other Christians quickens our ability to perceive the light of truth which comes from the Holy Spirit.” 

Taking into consideration the complementary Biblical images of “body” and “temple” used in describing the Church, the Holy Father explained that “Every element of the Church’s structure is important, yet all of them would falter and crumble without the cornerstone who is Christ. As “fellow citizens” of the “household of God”, Christians must work together to ensure that the edifice stands strong so that others will be attracted to enter and discover the abundant treasures of grace within. As we promote Christian values, we must not neglect to proclaim their source by giving a common witness to Jesus Christ the Lord. It is he who commissioned the apostles, he whom the prophets preached, and he whom we offer to the world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2008)

18 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney – St. Mary’s Cathedral Chapter Hall meeting with representatives of other religions 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (4) - “In a world threatened by sinister and indiscriminate forms of violence, the unified voice of religious people urges nations and communities to resolve conflicts through peaceful means and with full regard for human dignity.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – After the ecumenical meeting in the morning, on July 18, the Holy Father Benedict XVI made his way to the Chapter Hall in St. Mary’s Cathedral, where he held a meeting with representatives from other religions. After the greetings addressed from Cardinal George Pell, Chief Rabbi of the Sydney Synagogue, Jeremy Lawrence, and Sheikh Mohamadu Saleem, the Pope gave an address in which he referred to Australia as a nation “is a nation that holds freedom of religion in high regard.” 

The Pope opened his address, saying: “Your country recognizes that a respect for this fundamental right gives men and women the latitude to worship God according to their conscience, to nurture their spirits, and to act upon the ethical convictions that stem from their beliefs.” The Holy Father indicated the importance of a “harmonious relationship between religion and public life,” especially in this day and age, when consider religion as “a cause of division rather than a force for unity.” He continued, saying: “In a world threatened by sinister and indiscriminate forms of violence, the unified voice of religious people urges nations and communities to resolve conflicts through peaceful means and with full regard for human dignity.” Religion stands at the service of mankind in various manners. One, “is by offering a vision of the human person that highlights our innate aspiration to live generously, forging bonds of friendship with our neighbors,” the Holy Father explained. 

The religious sense opens men and women to God “and leads them to discover that personal fulfillment does not consist in the selfish gratification of ephemeral desires. Rather, it leads us to meet the needs of others and to search for concrete ways to contribute to the common good.” The Holy Father later mentioned that religions teach people “authentic service requires sacrifice and self-discipline, which in turn must be cultivated through self-denial, temperance and a moderate use of the world’s goods.” Thus, “men and women are led to regard the environment as a marvel to be pondered and respected rather than a commodity for mere consumption. It is incumbent upon religious people to demonstrate that it is possible to find joy in living simply and modestly, generously sharing one’s surplus with those suffering from want.”

Benedict XVI explained that these values were “particularly important to the adequate formation of young people.” Although they are often tempted to view life itself “as a commodity,” the youth have an aptitude for self-mastery, and when presented with high ideals, “many young people are attracted to asceticism and the practice of moral virtue through self-respect and a concern for others.” He then encouraged both faith schools and State schools to do more “to nurture the spiritual dimension of every young person,” considering the fact that in Australia, “religion has been a motivating factor in the foundation of many educational institutions, and rightly it continues to occupy a place in school curricula today.”

All the religions draw constant attention to the wonder of human existence, to the power of the mind, to the possibility of forming a vision for the future, to the ability not only to imagine how things might be better, but to invest their energies to make them better. “Religion, by reminding us of human finitude and weakness, also enjoins us not to place our ultimate hope in this passing world,” the Holy Father affirmed, emphasizing that “the Church shares these observations with other religions. Motivated by charity, she approaches dialogue believing that the true source of freedom is found in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Christians believe it is he who fully discloses the human potential for virtue and goodness, and he who liberates us from sin and darkness.” 

“My dear friends, I have come to Australia as an ambassador of peace,” the Pope said, as he concluded his speech. “For this reason, I feel blessed to meet you who likewise share this yearning and the desire to help the world attain it... Our effort to bring about reconciliation between peoples springs from, and is directed to, that truth which gives purpose to life. Religion offers peace, but more importantly, it arouses within the human spirit a thirst for truth and a hunger for virtue.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 18/7/2008)

19 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney - Mass with Catholic Bishops, seminarians, novices at St. Mary’s Cathedral 

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (5) - “We too can be tempted to make the life of faith a matter of mere sentiment, thus blunting its power to inspire a consistent vision of the world and a rigorous dialogue with the many other visions competing for the minds and hearts of our contemporaries.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In St. Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney, at 9:30am on Saturday, July 19, the Holy Father Benedict XVI celebrated the Holy Mass with the Australian Bishops, seminarians, and novices of religious orders. During the celebration, the Pope also consecrated the new altar in the Cathedral. “As we admire this magnificent edifice, how can we not think of all those ranks of priests, religious and faithful laity who, each in his or her own way, contributed to the building up of the Church in Australia?” the Pope questioned during his Homily. He then asked those present to dedicate themselves “to carrying on their labors for the spread of the Gospel, the conversion of hearts and the growth of the Church in holiness, unity and charity!”

The Holy Father also mentioned that “every altar is a symbol of Jesus Christ, present in the midst of his Church as priest, altar and victim” and “above all in the sacrifice of the Mass consummated on the altars of the world, he invites us, the members of his mystical Body, to share in his self-oblation.” He continued, saying: “like this altar, we too have been consecrated, set ‘apart’ for the service of God and the building up of his Kingdom. All too often, however, we find ourselves immersed in a world that would set God ‘aside.’ In the name of human freedom and autonomy, God’s name is passed over in silence, religion is reduced to private devotion, and faith is shunned in the public square. At times this mentality, so completely at odds with the core of the Gospel, can even cloud our own understanding of the Church and her mission. We too can be tempted to make the life of faith a matter of mere sentiment, thus blunting its power to inspire a consistent vision of the world and a rigorous dialogue with the many other visions competing for the minds and hearts of our contemporaries.” 

History, even in our days, shows that “the question of God will never be silenced, and that indifference to the religious dimension of human existence ultimately diminishes and betrays man himself.” Faith teaches us that in Jesus Christ, we come to understand “the grandeur of our own humanity, the mystery of our life on this earth, and the sublime destiny which awaits us in heaven,” and it “teaches us that we are God’s creatures, made in his image and likeness, endowed with an inviolable dignity, and called to eternal life. Wherever man is diminished, the world around us is also diminished; it loses its ultimate meaning and strays from its goal. What emerges is a culture, not of life, but of death.” 

The Pope later reflected on the difficulties on the path of consecration, hoping that this celebration, in the presence of the Successor of Peter, would be “a moment of rededication and renewal for the whole Church in Australia!” The Holy Father continued, saying: “Here I would like to pause to acknowledge the shame which we have all felt as a result of the sexual abuse of minors by some clergy and religious in this country. Indeed, I am deeply sorry for the pain and suffering the victims have endured, and I assure them that, as their Pastor, I too share in their suffering. These misdeeds, which constitute so grave a betrayal of trust, deserve unequivocal condemnation. They have caused great pain and have damaged the Church’s witness. I ask all of you to support and assist your Bishops, and to work together with them in combating this evil. Victims should receive compassion and care, and those responsible for these evils must be brought to justice. It is an urgent priority to promote a safer and more wholesome environment, especially for young people.”

Addressing the seminarians and young religious in particular, the Holy Father encouraged them to “trust in the truth of God’s word and to hope firmly in his promises... Walk in Christ’s light daily through fidelity to personal and liturgical prayer, nourished by meditation on the inspired word of God... Let prayer, then, and meditation on God’s word, be the lamp which illumines, purifies and guides your steps along the path which the Lord has marked out for you. Make the daily celebration of the Eucharist the center of your life... Never forget that celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom means embracing a life completely devoted to love, a love that enables you to commit yourselves fully to God’s service and to be totally present to your brothers and sisters, especially those in need.” 

The Pope concluded his homily invoking the intercession of Mary, Help of Christians, that she may sustain the Church in Australia, and the power of his Holy Spirit consecrate the faithful of this land in truth, and bring forth “abundant fruits of holiness and justice for the redemption of the world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2008)

19 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney  – World Youth Day Prayer Vigil Randwick Racecourse

VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (6) - “Accept into your hearts and minds the sevenfold gift of the Holy Spirit! Recognize and believe in the power of the Spirit in your lives!”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday, July 19, there was a Prayer Vigil for the youth held at Randwick Racecourse, on the theme of the 23rd World Youth Day. “Once again this evening we have heard Christ’s great promise – “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”. And we have heard his summons – “be my witnesses throughout the world,” the Holy Father said in his homily, as he recalled the Apostles gathered together in prayer with the women and Mary in the Upper Room. “Tonight, we do the same. Gathered before our much-travelled Cross and the icon of Mary, and under the magnificent constellation of the Southern Cross, we pray. Tonight, I am praying for you and for young people throughout the world. Be inspired by the example of your Patrons! Accept into your hearts and minds the sevenfold gift of the Holy Spirit! Recognize and believe in the power of the Spirit in your lives!”

Benedict XVI invited the youth to focus on “how” to become witnesses. “We need to understand the person of the Holy Spirit and his vivifying presence in our lives. This is not easy to comprehend... we do know that it is the Holy Spirit who, though silent and unseen, gives direction and definition to our witness to Jesus Christ.” The Christian witness is offered to a world which in many ways is fragile, the Holy Father said. “The unity of God’s creation is weakened by wounds which run particularly deep...Indeed, society today is being fragmented by a way of thinking that is inherently short-sighted.” The Christian response cannot be by our efforts alone: “God has made us for one another and only in God and his Church can we find the unity we seek.” In facing the temptation to construct artificially a “perfect” community, Benedict XVI mentioned that “To separate the Holy Spirit from Christ present in the Church’s institutional structure would compromise the unity of the Christian community, which is precisely the Spirit’s gift!... Unfortunately the temptation to ‘go it alone’ persists. Some today portray their local community as somehow separate from the so-called institutional Church, by speaking of the former as flexible and open to the Spirit and the latter as rigid and devoid of the Spirit. 

Unity is of the essence of the Church; it is a gift we must recognize and cherish.”

The Pope then encouraged the youth to learn to listen “through the dissonance and division of our world,” to hear the concordant voice of humanity: “From the forlorn child in a Darfur camp, or a troubled teenager, or an anxious parent in any suburb, or perhaps even now from the depth of your own heart, there emerges the same human cry for recognition, for belonging, for unity. Who satisfies that essential human yearning to be one, to be immersed in communion, to be built up, to be led to truth? The Holy Spirit!” “The Spirit sustains the Church in union with the Lord and in fidelity to the apostolic Tradition. He inspired the Sacred Scriptures and he guides God’s People into the fullness of truth... So, the more we allow the Spirit to direct us, the more perfect will be our configuration to Christ and the deeper our immersion in the life of the Triune God.” 

Even when we might be tempted to seek a certain fulfillment apart from God, “to turn away from him is only a futile attempt to escape from ourselves. God is with us in the reality of life, not the fantasy! It is embrace, not escape, that we seek! So the Holy Spirit gently but surely steers us back to what is real, what is lasting, what is true. It is the Spirit who leads us back into the communion of the Blessed Trinity!”

The Holy Father then told of the experience of Saint Augustine, who had three particular insights about the Holy Spirit as the bond of unity within the Blessed Trinity: “unity as communion, unity as abiding love, and unity as giving and gift,” that help explain “how the Spirit works.” After mentioning that “it is the Holy Spirit who brings about the wonderful communion of believers in Jesus Christ,” the Pope encouraged the youth, saying: “Inspired by the insights of Saint Augustine: let unifying love be your measure; abiding love your challenge; self-giving love your mission!” The gifts of the Spirit “are neither prizes nor rewards. They are freely given.” He later added that “What constitutes our faith is not primarily what we do but what we receive.”

Thus, “The Spirit’s gifts working within us give direction and definition to our witness. Directed to unity, the gifts of the Spirit bind us more closely to the whole Body of Christ, equipping us better to build up the Church in order to serve the world... Yes, the Church must grow in unity, must be strengthened in holiness, must be rejuvenated, must be constantly renewed. But according to whose standard? The Holy Spirit’s!”.

Lastly, Benedict XVI encouraged the youth to allow themselves to be shaped by the gifts of the Holy Spirit: “In accepting the power of the Holy Spirit you too can transform your families, communities and nations. Set free the gifts! Let wisdom, courage, awe and reverence be the marks of greatness!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2008)

20 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney  – World Youth Day Mass and Angelus at Randwick Racecourse
VATICAN - Pope Benedict XVI in Sydney (7) - “A new generation of Christians is being called to help build a world in which God’s gift of life is welcomed, respected and cherished”; “World Youth Day 2011 will take place in Madrid, Spain.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On July 20, at Randwick Racecourse, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Closing Mass for the 23rd World Youth Day, during which he administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 24 young people.

“On the day of Pentecost, as we heard in the first reading, the Risen Lord, seated at the right hand of the Father, sent the Spirit upon the disciples gathered in the Upper Room,” the Holy Father said in the homily. “In the power of that Spirit, Peter and the Apostles went forth to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth. In every age, and in every language, the Church throughout the world continues to proclaim the marvels of God and to call all nations and peoples to faith, hope and new life in Christ... May the fire of God’s love descend to fill your hearts, unite you ever more fully to the Lord and his Church, and send you forth, a new generation of apostles, to bring the world to Christ!” 

The Pope later meditated on the “power” of the Holy Spirit, which is “the power of God’s life,” as well as “the soul of the Church, the love which binds us to the Lord and one another, and the light which opens our eyes to see all around us the wonders of God’s grace.” Benedict XVI highlighted the presence and power of the Spirit in the grandeur of the natural beauty of Australia and in the young people gathered from all over the world: “We have seen the Church for what she truly is: the Body of Christ, a living community of love, embracing people of every race, nation and tongue, of every time and place, in the unity born of our faith in the Risen Lord.”

Today, as well, through the grace of the Sacraments, “The power of the Spirit never ceases to fill the Church with life.” We are the ones who should “We have to let it break through the hard crust of our indifference, our spiritual weariness, our blind conformity to the spirit of this age.” Benedict XVI then pointed out the importance of daily prayer, “private prayer in the quiet of our hearts and before the Blessed Sacrament, and liturgical prayer in the heart of the Church. Prayer is pure receptivity to God’s grace, love in action, communion with the Spirit who dwells within us, leading us, through Jesus, in the Church, to our heavenly Father.” 

Before ascending into Heaven, the Risen Lord told his disciples: “You will be my witnesses … to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The Holy Father then expressed his desire to thank the Lord for the gift of faith in Australia, and then turned his attention to Oceania in general, thanking Him for “all those heroic missionaries, dedicated priests and religious, Christian parents and grandparents, teachers and catechists who built up the Church in these lands – witnesses like Blessed Mary MacKillop, Saint Peter Chanel, Blessed Peter To Rot, and so many others!” He then asked the youth, “What will you leave to the next generation?” He continued, saying, “The power of the Holy Spirit does not only enlighten and console us. It also points us to the future, to the coming of God’s Kingdom... The outpouring of Christ’s Spirit upon humanity is a pledge of hope and deliverance from everything that impoverishes us. It gives the blind new sight; it sets the downtrodden free, and it creates unity in and through diversity. This power can create a new world: it can ‘renew the face of the earth’!”

“Empowered by the Spirit, and drawing upon faith’s rich vision, a new generation of Christians is being called to help build a world in which God’s gift of life is welcomed, respected and cherished – not rejected, feared as a threat and destroyed. A new age in which love is not greedy or self-seeking, but pure, faithful and genuinely free, open to others, respectful of their dignity, seeking their good, radiating joy and beauty. A new age in which hope liberates us from the shallowness, apathy and self-absorption which deaden our souls and poison our relationships. Dear young friends, the Lord is asking you to be prophets of this new age, messengers of his love, drawing people to the Father and building a future of hope for all humanity.”

The world needs this renewal. In many societies, “side by side with material prosperity, a spiritual desert is spreading.” The Church “especially needs the gifts of young people, all young people. She needs to grow in the power of the Spirit who even now gives joy to your youth and inspires you to serve the Lord with gladness.” The Pope then told the youth: “Open your hearts to that power!” He also renewed his particular appeal to those “whom the Lord is calling to the priesthood and the consecrated life,” that they may not be afraid to say “yes” to Jesus.

Lastly, Benedict XVI mentioned the Sacrament of Confirmation, recalling that the confirmands are “sealed” with the gift of the Spirit and sent forth to be witnesses of Christ. Receiving the “seal” of the Holy Spirit means “being indelibly marked, inalterably changed, a new creation. For those who have received this gift, nothing can ever be the same!... Being “sealed with the Spirit” means not being afraid to stand up for Christ, letting the truth of the Gospel permeate the way we see, think and act, as we work for the triumph of the civilization of love.” The Pope invited all to pray for those who were to be confirmed, “that the power of the Holy Spirit will revive the grace of our own Confirmation.”

At the close of the Mass, Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Angelus and commented on the Gospel passage of young Mary and the angel sent by God. “Imagine how she must have felt. She was filled with apprehension, utterly overwhelmed at the prospect that lay before her... As Mary stood before the Lord, she represented the whole of humanity. In the angel’s message, it was as if God made a marriage proposal to the human race. And in our name, Mary said yes.”

The Pontiff continued: “In fairy tales, the story ends there, and all “live happily ever after”. In real life it is not so simple. For Mary there were many struggles ahead, as she lived out the consequences of the ‘yes’ that she had given to the Lord... Throughout her trials she remained faithful to her promise, sustained by the Spirit of fortitude. And she was gloriously rewarded.” He then concluded, saying: “Dear young people, we too must remain faithful to the ‘yes’ that we have given to the Lord’s offer of friendship. We know that he will never abandon us. We know that he will always sustain us through the gifts of the Spirit. Mary accepted the Lord’s “proposal” in our name. So let us turn to her and ask her to guide us as we struggle to remain faithful to the life-giving relationship that God has established with each one of us. She is our example and our inspiration, she intercedes for us with her Son, and with a mother’s love she shields us from harm.” 

Offering his farewell to the youth, the Pope announced the location for the next international World Youth Day: “Dear Friends, the time has come for me to say good-bye – or rather, to say arrivederci! I thank you all for your participation in World Youth Day 2008, here in Sydney, and I look forward to seeing you again in three years’ time. World Youth Day 2011 will take place in Madrid, Spain. Until then, let us continue to pray for one another, and let us joyfully bear witness to Christ before the world. May God bless you all.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2008)

21 July 2008 – Benedict XVI in Sydney –Eucaristic Celebration, Cathedral House Chapel

VATICAN - Pope Benedict in Sydney (8) - “World Youth Day has shown us that the Church can rejoice in the young people of today and be filled with hope for the world of tomorrow.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In the morning, on July 21, His Holiness Benedict XVI celebrated Mass in the small chapel of the Cathedral House in Sydney, where he has been staying in recent days, for a group of those who have suffered abuse by members of the clergy. The Pope listened to their testimonies and offered them his consolation. He assured them of his spiritual nearness and promised to continue praying for them, for their families, and for all the victims.

After the Mass, he met with the nearly 12,000 World Youth Day volunteers in the public park Domain. He told them: “During these days we have been able to witness at first hand the joy that so many thousands of young people find in their faith, and we have been able to offer praise and thanksgiving to God for his goodness to us. We have had a taste of the warmth and generosity of Australian hospitality, and we have glimpsed something of the glorious scenery of this beautiful continent. It has truly been a week to remember.” 

The Holy Father continued, saying: “I want to thank all of you for the generous commitment of time and energy you have made, in order to ensure the smooth running of each of the events we have celebrated together. Your efforts have prepared the ground for the Spirit to come down in power, forging bonds of unity and friendship among young people from widely differing backgrounds, and rekindling their love for Jesus Christ and his Church.”

After thanking all the Bishops, priests, consecrated, chaplains, teachers, lay associations, ecclesial movements, host families, schools and parish communities who have given so much “to make World Youth Day a success,” the Pope said, “As I set off on my journey back to Rome, I shall treasure the memory of the many grace-filled events we have experienced together... I pray that you too will take many precious memories and spiritual insights away with you, and will return to your homes and families with fresh zeal to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

When he had finished his encounter with the volunteers of WYD, Benedict XVI traveled to Sydney International Airport, for a Farewell Ceremony. “In characteristic Australian style, you have extended a warm welcome to me and to countless young pilgrims who have flocked here from every corner of the globe. You have opened your doors and your hearts to the world’s youth, and on their behalf I thank you,” the Pope said, expressing his gratitude for the hospitality received from the state and religious leaders present at the airport.

He continued, saying: “The principal actors on the stage over these last few days, of course, have been the young people themselves. World Youth Day is their day. It is they who have made this a global ecclesial event, a great celebration of youth and a great celebration of what it is to be the Church, the people of God throughout the world, united in faith and love and empowered by the Spirit to bear witness to the risen Christ to the ends of the earth. I thank them for coming, I thank them for their participation, and I pray that they will have a safe journey home. I know that the young people, their families and their sponsors have in many cases made great sacrifices to enable them to travel to Australia. For this the entire Church is grateful.” After recalling some of the most important events of the last several days, the Pope concluded with this affirmation: “World Youth Day has shown us that the Church can rejoice in the young people of today and be filled with hope for the world of tomorrow.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 22/7/2008)

24 July 2008 – Message to Pontifical Council for Culture Conference in Tanzania

VATICAN - Holy Father’s Message to the Pontifical Council for Culture conference under way in Tanzania: “May your decisions help the Church in Africa to find new and efficient means in presenting the perennial truth of the Gospel.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The African Members and Consultors of the Pontifical Council for Culture, along with the Prelates of different Episcopal Conferences who have a responsibility for the pastoral approach to culture are meeting from July 23-26, 2008 in Bagamoyo, Tanzania, in an encounter on the theme of “Pastoral Prospects for the New Evangelization in the Context of Globalization and its Effects on African Cultures” (see Fides 18/7/2008). During the inaugural session of the Meeting, the Apostolic Nuncio, Joseph Chennoth, read a telegram sent by the Holy Father Benedict XVI, signed by Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone. It reads: “The Holy Father has joyfully received the news of the encounter being held by the Pontifical Council for Culture in Bagamoyo, Tanzania, July 22-26 and sends his best wishes to the participants. His Holiness will be accompanying them in his prayer as they reflect on the “Pastoral Prospects for the New Evangelization in the Context of Globalization and its Effects on African Cultures.” This mission is ancient yet ever new, a task ‘which has its origin in the mystery of the incarnation itself and its motivation in the innate ability of the Gospel to take root in every culture’ (Pastores gregis, 30). The Holy Father prays that your decisions help the Church in Africa to find new and efficient means in presenting the perennial truth of the Gospel, especially the values of joy in life, respect for the unborn child, the crucial role of the family, and the profound sense of communion and solidarity present in African cultures (cf. Ecclesia in Africa, 43). Entrusting your work to Mary, Mother of the Church, His Holiness imparts his heartfelt Apostolic Blessing.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 25/7/2008)

27 July 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - At the Angelus, the Pope recalls World Youth Day, which “was transformed into a new Pentecost, from which the mission of the young people, called to be apostles to their contemporaries, was relaunched.” Salutations to all those on vacations and prayers for those who are not able to take a time of rest.

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “On Monday I returned from Sydney, Australia, the site of the 23rd World Youth Day. I still have this extraordinary occasion, in which I experienced the youthful face of the Church, on my mind and in my heart: it was like a multicolored mosaic, formed by young men and women from every part of the globe, all gathered together in the one faith in Jesus Christ.” These were the opening words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI on Sunday, July 27, prior to the recitation of the Angelus in the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo. Focusing on the fundamental importance of World Youth Day, which was an initiative of John Paul II, the Holy Father affirmed that “these gatherings in fact form the stages of a great pilgrimage across the world, to show how faith in Christ makes us all children of one Father who is in heaven and builders of a civilization of love.”

Briefly recalling the various events during the encounter in Sydney, intended to spread “awareness of the Holy Spirit, protagonist of the life of the Church and of each Christian,” Pope Benedict XVI mentioned the catecheses that were given by the Bishops in various languages and which were “moments of reflection and recollection that were indispensable for making the event one that would not remain a mere external manifestation.” He also mentioned the evening Vigil that was “a choral invocation of the Holy Spirit” and the Closing Mass on Sunday, where he administered the sacrament of Confirmation to 24 young people from different continents, inviting all present to renew their baptismal vows. He said: “In this way World Youth Day was transformed into a new Pentecost, from which the mission of the young people, called to be apostles to their contemporaries, was relaunched. They are following in the footsteps of many young saints and blessed, in particular Blessed Piergiorgio Frassati, whose relics, brought to the cathedral of Sydney, were venerated by an uninterrupted pilgrimage of young people.”

Benedict XVI then expressed his gratitude to the Australian Bishops “for the extensive preparatory work and for the cordial welcome,” the Australian civil authorities “for their precious collaboration,” and “all those, in every part of the world, who prayed for this event, assuring its success.” “May the Virgin Mary bestow the most beautiful graces on everyone,” he concluded, entrusting his time of rest in Bressanone in the mountains of Alto Adige, as well to the Blessed Mother. 

After reciting the Angelus, and following the greetings in various languages, the Pope greeted all those who are on vacation, and remembered all those who cannot take a time of rest: “I greet all those who are vacationing now, wishing them serene days of profitable physical and spiritual leisure. However, I do not forget those who cannot benefit from a time of rest and vacation: my thoughts turn to the sick in hospitals and nursing homes, to those in prison, to the elderly, to those who are alone, and those who are passing the summer in the heat of the city. To all of you I assure my affectionate nearness and a remembrance in my prayer.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/7/2008)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Year of St Paul

“this is the goal of the Pauline Year: to learn from St Paul, to learn faith, to learn Christ, and finally to learn the way of upright living”. (General audience 2 July 2008).

The Annunciation

“As Mary stood before the Lord, she represented the whole of humanity. In the angel’s message, it was as if God made a marriage proposal to the human race. And in our name, Mary said yes.”. (Angelus 20 July 2008).

Baptism 

“The other day we talked of the unity and harmony of God’s creation and our place within it. We recalled how in the great gift of baptism we, who are made in God’s image and likeness, have been reborn, we have become God’s adopted children, a new creation.” (Youth Vigil, Sydney 19 July 2008).

Church 

“The Divine Spirit, filling the Church's sails, urges her "to put out into the deep" ever anew, from generation to generation, to bring everyone the Good News of God's love, fully revealed in Jesus Christ who died and rose for our sake.”. (Angelus 6 July 2008 ).

Creation

“And there is more – something hardly perceivable from the sky – men and women, made in nothing less than God’s own image and likeness. At the heart of the marvel of creation are you and I, the human family “crowned with glory and honour” How astounding! With the Psalmist we whisper: “what is man that you are mindful of him?’”. (Youth Day Welcoming celebration Bangaroo Harbour, Sydney 17 July 2008).

Christianity

“Christianity is always contemporary and lives in this world, in a certain period, but it makes Jesus Christ's message present in this period and therefore makes a true contribution to this time only by being faithful in a way that is mature and creative but faithful to Christ's message.”. (In flight Interview from Rome to Sydney 12 July 2008 ).

Cross

“What is our response, as Christian witnesses, to a divided and fragmented world? How can we offer the hope of peace, healing and harmony to those “stations” of conflict, suffering, and tension through which you have chosen to march with this World Youth Day Cross? Unity and reconciliation cannot be achieved through our efforts alone. God has made us for one another and only in God and his Church can we find the unity we seek”. (Vigil with young people 19 July 2008 ).

Culture (I)

“So, I think there will be in a certain sense in this "Western world" a crisis of our faith, but we will always also have a revival of the faith, because Christian faith is simply true, and the truth will always be present in the human world, and God will always be truth.”. (Interview in flight from Rome to Sydney 12 July 2008).

Culture (2)

“ Relativism, […] has made “experience” all-important. Yet, experiences, detached from any consideration of what is good or true, can lead, not to genuine freedom, but to moral or intellectual confusion, to a lowering of standards, to a loss of self-respect, and even to despair”. (Youth Day Welcoming celebration Bangaroo Harbour, Sydney 17 July 2008 ).

World Youth Day

“A World Youth Day is not merely a passing event: it is prepared for in advance by a long journey with the Cross and the Icon of Our Lady, which in turn is not only prepared for from the organizational but also from the spiritual viewpoint. Consequently, these days are the culmination of a long previous process.”. (Interview in flight from Rome to Sydney 12 July 2008).

Mission 

“ And in obedience to Christ’s own command, they set forth, bearing witness to the greatest story ever: that God has become one of us, that the divine has entered human history in order to transform it, and that we are called to immerse ourselves in Christ’s saving love which triumphs over evil and death. ”. (Youth Day Welcoming celebration Bangaroo Harbour, Sydney 17 July 2008).

Saint Paul

“The universalist vision characteristic of St Paul's personality, at least of the Christian Paul after the event on the road to Damascus, owes its basic impact to faith in Jesus Christ, since the figure of the Risen One was by this time situated beyond any particularistic narrowness”. (General audience 2 July 2008).

Pentecost 

“ At that extraordinary moment, which gave birth to the Church, the confusion and fear that had gripped Christ’s disciples were transformed into a vigorous conviction and sense of purpose. They felt impelled to speak of their encounter with the risen Jesus whom they had come to call affectionately
QUESTIONES

The Year of St Paul – ASIA/CAMBODIA - “With Paul to announce the Gospel”: Phnom Penh Vicariate Apostolic issues Pastoral Letter for Year of St Paul
Phnom Penh (Agenzia Fides) – “With Paul to announce the Gospel ”: is the title of a Pastoral Letter issued by the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh Archbishop Emiles Destombes on the occasion of the opening of the Year of St Paul, in which, citing cites the Letter to the Corinthians the Archbishop says: “ preaching the gospel gives me nothing to boast of, woe to me if I did not preach the gospel !” (1 Cor 9,16), encouraging the faithful to imitate St Paul.

The Archbishop especially encourages children and young people to be witnesses of Christ who is everything to everyone. He asks "every parish and religious community and Catholic institute in the Vicarite to help young people hear the Lord's call and to be responsible messengers of the Word they have received".

As part of preparation for the Year a small commentary on the Letters of St Paul was issued to all parishes. Initiatives during the year will include study meetings on St Paul's Letters; a video on St Paul to be shown at Catholic schools; for priests and religious the Vicariate has arranged days of formation on St Paul's theology.

Archbishop Destombes concludes saying that he sees the Year of St Paul as a challenge, a “golden opportunity for our Catholic community" to announce the gospel with more intensity and may this year be a missionary year for our little Church and may we be for Cambodian society a sign of peace and love ”. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2008 righe 27 parole 279)

cambogiana”.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2008 righe 27 parole 279)

Year of St Paul – AFRICA/ANGOLA - “Building a community based on the law of love, following the example of Saint Paul”: Pastoral Statement from the Bishops of Angola, Sao Tome and Principe for the Year of Saint Paul

Luanda (Agenzia Fides) – “We are invited to live this year as a year of grace, a year in which each of our hearts is called to conversion, to a more intense living of the Gospel in our lives, a credible testimony of the Christian faith. For this to take place, we entrust ourselves to the means that the Church places at our disposition. Among them are the indulgences that can be obtained by visiting a church dedicated to Saint Paul, the Cathedral, or other places of worship indicated by the Bishop of the Diocese, with a prayerful spirit. The necessary conditions are confession, communion, the recitation of the Creed, prayers for the Holy Father’s intentions, and the practice of charity,” the Bishops of Angola, Sao Tome and Principe wrote in a Pastoral Statement issued upon the inauguration of the Year of Saint Paul. 

In the Statement, a copy of which was sent to Agenzia Fides, it says that the Year of St. Paul is also an opportunity to review the Pastoral Plan of the CEAST (The Bishops’ Conference of Angola, Sao Tome and Principe), begun in 2005 and set to conclude in 2010. The motto of the Pastoral Plan is “Put out into the deep” (Lk 5:4). “It is an invitation to deepen in our faith, which will be impossible without the joyful proclamation of Christ’s Paschal Mystery, Christ who has died and who is risen. This announcement should come forth from the people who have had a profound encounter with Christ, as did Paul of Tarsus, becoming builders of a community based upon the law of love,” the document reads. 

“Saint Paul, the communicator par excellence, leads us to turn our attention to the media available to the CEAST in proclaiming the Good News,” the Bishops continue. “In Angola, there is ‘Radio Ecclesia’ and the magazine ‘O Apostolado,’ diocesan and parish bulletins, and in Sao Tome and Principe, ‘Radio Jubilar.’ These deserve our support in order to achieve the purpose for which they were formed.”

“Just days ago, the Conference for Catholic Radios ended in Rome, an event promoted by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, which highlighted the great importance of the radio in evangelizing,” the statement recalled. “Aware of this fact, we Bishops reaffirm our support for Radio Ecclesia, its directors and workers, acknowledging their contribution to the evangelization effort and to affirming freedom and justice in Angola. We hope that one day, the programs on Radio Ecclesia can each all the people of Angola.”

Lastly, the Bishops recalled the fact that “in Angola, Parliamentary elections are approaching, set to take place on September 5. It is an event that is worthy of our attention, because of the importance it has in the life of our nation. Saint Paul reminds us of the importance of each person taking up his responsibility as a citizen (Rm. 12:2-13).” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 15/7/2008)
Year of St Paul – ASIA/CHINA - “We should drill this quote of Saint Paul into our heads, forever: “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!” - China’s Catholics celebrate the Year of St. Paul with a new missionary impulse

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Catholics throughout China are living the Year of St. Paul with great enthusiasm, in union with the Pope and the Universal Church. According to information sent to the Agenzia Fides, the Year of St. Paul declared by the Holy Father Benedict XVI is permeating the lives of China’s Catholics and communities.

In spite of the natural disasters of recent months – the freezing temperatures and the earthquake – the parishes in the Diocese of Gui Yang are taking an active role in participating in the Year of St. Paul. In addition to the regular activities of the parish, there will now be a Bible Study on Thursdays, with a special focus on the Letters of Saint Paul. Every Friday, the youth will meet to practice Gregorian chant and for their weekly meeting and for an update on the initiatives for the Year of St. Paul.

The Diocese of Ning Xia is taking action, led by their Bishop Li Jing, recently named Auxiliary Bishop with the Holy Father’s approval. During a meeting held on the Year of St. Paul, the Bishop said, “we should drill this quote of Saint Paul into our heads, forever: ‘Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!’ We should take advantage of the Year of St. Paul to re-launch our evangelization effort in every area. Each one of us is a missionary. And each of us has the duty to bring at least one more person to the Father’s house, following in the footsteps of Saint Paul.”

The parish of Xiao Dian, of the Diocese of Tai Yuan, celebrated the 6th Evangelization Congress upon the inauguration of the Year of St. Paul. The theme was Jesus’ mission. The participants saw the urgent need to take part – individually and collectively – in the mission and have now launched a strong and renewed evangelization effort, “so that we may all imitate Saint Paul in carrying out our Christian duties.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 18/07/2008)

Appeal – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - The local Catholic Church demands respect for human rights in Zimbabwe, as intimidation of Zimbabwe Christians continues

Harare (Agenzia Fides)- "Some of Zimbabwe's Catholic religious communities have been pressured to stop religious service services. But Masses are held regularly in most parishes except those in certain remote areas out of reach for security reasons". Following the re-election of Robert Mugabwe in a farcical second round of presidential elections, the Catholic Church in Zimbabwe to condemns continuing harassment of Christians. 

The latest issue of a local Jesuit magazine In Touch with the Church and Faith" sent to Fides, said that CADEC, the local Caritas (Catholic Development Commission) and other Church bodies were "doing their best to assist all homeless people regardless of their religion. But there have been attempts to stop CADEC activity and that of NGOs, although CADEC is not an NGO". Some priests have been among the Christians attacked and at least one had his home torched. "And sad to say - the Magainse adds - there are Catholics even among the perpetrators of the violence".

The Bishops of Zimbabwe on June 12 issued a statement condemned violence leading up to the June 27 elections: "it is sad to see Christians and even Catholics among those responsible for this violence. What has happened to our Christian principles and values? Hatred and intimidation and violence cannot have the last word in our society". The Bishops called for a cessation of violence, neutrality of the armed forces and police, international observers to guarantee a regular vote and organs of security to protect the life and the property of all citizens. 

The Bishops of other countries expressed closeness to the people of Zimbabwe and condemned the violence. Besides a statement issued by the Southern African Bishops Conference SABCD (Botswana, South Africa and Swaziland) reported by Fides on 25 June 2008, statements were also issued by the Bishops Conferences of Zambia and Nigeria. 

In a statement on Zimbabwe the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Zambia praise "the citizens of Zimbabwe for their moderation and determination in such an uncertain political situation and serious economic crisis" and recall that the whole region suffers the consequences of the Zimbabwe. 

In a statement sent to Fides the Catholic Bishops of Nigeria say, " that the situation in Zimbabwe is not optimal for any credible, free, fair and legitimate election to take place." And they appeal to the Nigerian government " to actively exploit its leadership role in Africa and make meaningful contribution towards bringing order to Zimbabwe". (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2008 righe 36 parole 482)

Appeal – AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Bishops warn faithful: do not be fooled by the so-called “Reformed Catholic Church” that “usurps the functions, sacraments, organization, and vestments” that correspond to the one true Catholic Church

Caracas (Agenzia Fides) – Archbishop Ubaldo Santana of Maracaibo, President of the Venezuelan Bishops’ Conference, made an urgent appeal to the faithful, asking them “not to be fooled” by the so-called “Reformed Catholic Church” that is not Catholic and that attempts to “usurp the functions, sacraments, organization, and vestments that correspond” to the one true Catholic Church. In a statement he wrote, Archbishop Santana mentioned that those who promote this group seek “directly to confuse Catholics, attacking beliefs and dividing Catholics throughout the country.”

According to a statement issued by the Diocese of Cabimas on June 25, two Catholic priests from the Diocese of Cabimas and the Archdiocese of Maracaibo, who abandoned their ministry at different moments in time and later publicly renounced the true Catholic faith through their words and behavior, along with two Lutheran pastors, have begun this new Church entitled the “Reformed Catholic Church of Venezuela.” On June 29, a ceremony was held in the San Pablo Lutheran Church in Ciudad Ojeda, during which three Bishops: Dale Climie, Archbishop of the Conservative Anglican Church in the United States; Leonardo Marin, primate of the Latin American Anglican Church; and Jorge Perez, Anglican Bishop of Mexico, consecrated three of these Venezuelans mentioned above, as Bishops, in order to “establish” the Reformed Catholic Church of Venezuela. “It seeks to establish itself as an alternative to the Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Church, using the same symbology, vestments, nomenclature, titles, and sacramental and liturgical services as the Catholic Church. They also wish to continue calling themselves Catholic without being united in obedience, neither to the Pope nor to the Catholic Hierarchy, even simulating the ordination of new Bishops without the expressed mandate of the Roman Pontiff,” the statement reads. 

In light of this situation, the Bishop’s Office of Cabimas has published a statement rejecting this new church and explicitly stating that it does not recognize these Bishops. The document also reaffirms the Bishop’s fidelity and adhesion to the Catholic Church, as the only true and authentic one founded by Jesus Christ, and to Pope Benedict XVI, legitimate Vicar of Christ on earth. It also states that “the teachings of this movement are in direct opposition to those of the Catholic faith, as it not only rejects principles of the faith and tradition, but also the communion with the Catholic Church in the person of the Pope, successor of Peter, and therefore, the College of Bishops.” Moreover, “this movement has no right whatsoever to call itself Catholic, as the Code of Canon Law states that “No association is to assume the name Catholic without the consent of competent ecclesiastical authority...” (C. 300). The statement also reminds the faithful that these priests involved have committed two extremely serious offenses mentioned in the Code of Canon Law (Cf. 751; 1364 §1): heresy and schism. 

The statement from the Archdiocese of Maracaibo encourages Catholics “to be on guard and not to be confused by this new group that is committing an disrespectful and underhanded usurpation” in trying to maintain the worship and organizational norms of the Catholic Church. It also reminds all the faithful that “both clerics and laity that unite themselves to or accept the dispositions and beliefs of a schismatic or heretical group like the so-called Reformed Catholic Church, are liable to being ex-communicated, in accordance with Canon 1364 of the Code of Canon Law.”

Cardinal Jorge Urosa Savino, Archbishop of Caracas has also affirmed that this Church is “a mixed group formed by dissidents from various historical Churches.” Moreover, “the apparent political finality of this association dismantles it as an authentic expression of the Christian faith. The mission of the authentic Church of Jesus Chris is to bring the announcement and gifts of Christ to the entire world, regardless of political issues and affiliations of the faithful.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/7/2008)

Catastrophes– ASIA/CHINA - “Give us an empty sack without rice, because it has the Pope’s shield”: a petition from the earthquake victims of Si Chuan, moved by the Pontiff’s solidarity

Shi Jia Zhuang (Agenzia Fides) – “Could you please give us just the sack? Even though there is no rice inside, it has the Pope’s shield on it”: this is the unusual petition being made by earthquake victims, to the leaders and volunteer workers of Jinde Charity that are working on the site most severely hit by the earthquake of May 12, in the province of Si Chuan, continental China. The personal donation of the Holy Father has already been converted into rice and distributed to victims. When they saw the Pope’s shield printed on the sacks, they were all amazed and enthusiastic. Word spread, and soon many began telling Jinde Charity volunteers: “we know that there is not enough rice for everyone. We can give up the rice, but we just want the Pope’s symbol, and seeing it we won’t be hungry anymore. We will frame it and tell of the event to our children and grandchildren...to express our gratitude for the Pope’s closeness. Please!”

On the webpage that offers a list of the names of donors who have helped victims, prepared by Jinde Charity (www.jinde.org/jinde-donor.asp?page=2), the name of Pope Benedict XVI also appears. According to the webpage’s coordinator “after this publication, our telephone lines were crowded with calls. We received e-mails and faxes from Chinese Catholics and non-Catholics, expressing their gratitude to the Pope and their great excitement at perceiving his presence so close to them.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 04/07/2008)

Food Crisis – ASIA/JAPAN - Forming the backdrop for the G8 Summit: the world food crisis, the climate issue and financial speculations, along with the Pope’s appeal to focus on “the needs of the weakest and poorest peoples.”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Today, July 7, marks the beginning of the G8 Summit which will run until July 9. The Summit is taking place on the island of Hokkaido (Japan) and is a meeting held among the leaders of the wealthiest countries on the planet (USA, Japan, Great Britain, France, Canada, Germany, Italy, and Russia). It is an event that this time will focus on the food crisis as a result of the global financial crisis and the increase in fuel prices as well as the prices of many basic agricultural goods necessary for the survival of millions of people. Among the issues to be discussed are the changing climate and the spread of poverty. The first day will especially focus on development in Africa, as one of the main goals of the Japanese government is that of reaching the Objectives for the Millenium. However among their other goals is that of placing a deadline for the reduction of emission of gases responsible for the greenhouse effect, with the Japanese pressing for a 50 percent reduction by 2050 and the Europeans – along with environmentalist groups – who would rather shoot for a 20 percent reduction by 2020. Yet it will not be easy to reach an agreement, as the United States and Canada have already stated that the G8 Summit is not the proper place for such decisions.

In light of this fact, it should also be considered that the leading countries in the production of greenhouse gases, like India and China, are not included in the restricted G8 “club” and, therefore, would not be involved in making these essential decisions. This is another matter for discussion for this summit meeting: whether or not to open the Summit to India, China, and Brazil, that is to say, to the emerging economic powers of Asia and Latin America.

In the opening session of the workshops, dedicated to Africa, participants will include the President of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick, the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, and the leaders of Algeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, and Tanzania. Yesterday, in fact, during his Angelus address in Castel Gandolfo, Pope Benedict XVI made an appeal to the leaders of the G8 to take urgent measures in resolving the problems that derive from poverty, climate changes, and sicknesses. He said, “I address the participants in the Hokkaido-Toyako meeting, so that at the heart of their deliberations they will put the needs of the weakest and poorest peoples, whose vulnerability has increased because of speculation and financial turbulence and its adverse effects on the price of food and energy.”

Caritas Internationalis, along with the Catholic network CIDSE (International Cooperation for Development and Solidarity) has emphasized the point of “helping developing countries” in a document that was released on the occasion of the G8 taking place in Japan. The document reads: “By 2004 overall global development aid had increased to $75 billion a year, an improvement over previous years. In 2005 the European Union pledged to achieve a collective target of 0.56% of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2010 and 0.70% by 2015. The G8 Gleneagles Summit in 2005 reiterated these European commitments.” Caritas also insists that four years later, many of the major donors from the European Union are still “off-track.” And the document continues, saying: “development assistance in 2007 was US$62,095 million (0.40% of GNI), including US$6,949 million in debt relief grants. Their total aid, net of debt relief (US$55,146 million), represents 0.36% of GNI.” Therefore, the investments are still too low, and they are in fact declining, on the part of the wealthier nations towards the underdeveloped areas of the planet.

Today, the members of the G8 have a great challenge being placed before them, of going back to the drawing board, to the objectives set for 2010. According to Caritas, “the assumption underlying these commitments, shared by civil society and politicians alike, is that aid can make a real difference to the lives to the poor and is an essential component in any strategy to achieve the MDGs. Indeed, we celebrate the progress that is being made in so many countries because they have governments which are genuinely committed to poverty reduction and have shown that they can make good use of the resources at their disposal.” In 2008, the millenium objectives need to be followed-up, with precise efforts made on the important issues that today are at the heart of the Hokkaido summit, so that they will not remain a dead letter. (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 7/7/2008)

Family– AMERICA/PERU - Bishops’ Statement on the introduction of the Rapid Divorce Law: “no civil law can influence the sacramental nature of religious marriage.”

Lima (Agenzia Fides) – “Not only do we wish to reiterate our regret at the adoption of this law as it weakens the marital union, but we also cautiously observe that several press agencies, in presenting the news of its approval, use images of marriages taking place in Catholic churches, causing confusion over the true implications of this law,” reads a statement issued by the Peruvian Bishops’ Conference, in response to the introduction of Law number 29227 regarding the non-legal procedure for conventional separation and divorce in town halls and notaries in the Republic. 

Facing this situation, the Bishops hope to make it clear to the Catholic faithful and all persons of good will who also believe in the indissolubility of marriage that according to God’s salvation plan, “marriage is a sacred bond that consists in a voluntary union between a man and a woman who decide to establish between themselves a permanent community of life and love.” Moreover, “by its own nature, this union is indissoluble and is aimed towards the good of the spouses, the procreation and education of children. Fidelity to the promises they made as spouses in the moment of the marriage contract, is intrinsically united to faithful and perpetual love of the Triune God and the dignity of every human being.”

As a result, the Bishops remind readers that “no civil law can influence the sacramental nature of religious marriage.” Thus, they reiterate the fact that marriage “is and always will be a sacrament with indissoluble character, which cannot admit divorce.”

“Attacking the perpetual nature of marriage means distancing oneself from the natural order God has established for the good of His children,” the statement says. With that said, the Bishops ask that the media make an effort to “give a clear, objective, responsible, and truthful report as to the implications of the law in question, especially at the hour of publishing photos and using video imagery.” 

The Bishops conclude by asking all Catholic faithful to constantly recall the Gospel of Our Lord and apply it in their lives.

This Law that increases the rate of the divorce process and has now been approved by Congress this past May 15 in a 59-8 vote (with 11 abstentions). Back in May, the Bishops expressed their regret for this occurrence, as the law “weakens the family, leaving behind children and youth who will grow up with a marriage model that is far from the transcendental values of love, unity, and stability” (see Fides 20/5/2008). This Law allows Peruvians to be given a divorce in three months through the town hall or notary, without having to wait over two years so that the legal system can issue an approval of the separation. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/7/2008)

Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “Come Holy Spirit: my hopes for WYD”: Letter from Bishop Kevin Manning of Parramatta

Parramatta (Agenzia Fides) - "Holy Spirit pour out your grace on this great south land of the Holy Spirit, grant to us a new Pentecost. Make of this land a true place of welcome for the young people of the world, grant to those young people who come conversion of life, deeper faith and love for all. Enable them to build a new civilization of life, love and truth. Make them true witnesses to your power and grace." This is the opening prayer of the Pastoral Letter entitled: “Come Holy Spirit: my hopes for WYD,” written by Bishop Kevin Manning of Parramatta (Australia), on the occasion of World Youth Day in Sydney and sent to the editing staff at Agenzia Fides. 

“My hopes for you, young people, are drawn from that prayer,” the Bishop said. “I hope that you will experience a new Pentecost; that you will experience again the coming of the Holy Spirit,” that it may be like Jesus’ Apostles, whose lives were completely transformed and they went from being cowardly and uncertain people to strong and determined missionaries. “May World Youth Day do the same for you,” the Bishop said.

Regarding the welcome they can offer to the pilgrims who come, the Letter observes that the most important thing they can offer them is “a welcome of hearts graced by the Holy Spirit. Hearts full of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness and trustfulness, gentleness and self-control,” all of which are gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The Bishop expresses his hope that WYD will be an experience of conversion and of growth in the faith: “Every act of reflection on Scripture and the teachings of the Church, every Eucharist, every prayer, every act of Christian charity and solidarity with others deepens our faith. And our faith is in the God who first loved us, the God who said "yes" to us by giving us Jesus. Each day we say "yes" to God in the story of our lives, He, in turn, deepens our faith.”

The youth are called to “to building the new civilization of love.” “The building blocks of this civilization are justice, peace and forgiveness. Forgiveness is a prerequisite for all the others. It is the hallmark of the New Covenant in Jesus Christ, who taught us how to forgive,” the Bishop wrote, inviting the youth to become “capable of dialogue: they must be able to listen, to respect, to be open, to create bridges; to touch the human heart, as well as to account for the hope that is in them.” 

The letter’s concluding remarks are dedicated to the subject of witnessing to the Good News, something that does not last one day, but every single day of our entire lives. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 8/7/2008)

Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - Cardinal George Pell on the eve of WYD: focusing on the family, to give the youth hope

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) – For youth with wholesome values and ideals, with a sense of responsibility, what is needed is that society foster the proper conditions for the harmonious growth and development of the family, bringing it back to the heart of the Church’s pastoral ministry, as well as in the political and social sectors of the nation. This is what has been affirmed by Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, in a statement sent to Agenzia Fides on the eve of World Youth Day, in which he highlights that the most important is to place God in the center, if you are in search of a happy family life. 

The Cardinal primarily addressed the Australian society, now celebrating the great event of WYD, and yet experiencing a crisis in values, materialism, hedonism, and consumerism that erodes the faith and creates persons that are only concerned with success, power, and money.

The Cardinal enumerated the evils now being faced by the family in Australia: less children (a lower birthrate, with the aging of the population); divorce, with serious consequences on the serenity and growth of the children; serial monogamy, marked by a selfish and individualistic mentality.

The Archbishop of Sydney observes that the family today is facing two main temptations: “One is the Australian temptation to believe that you can have a good, happy life without God and the second challenge revolves around the concept of sexuality, marriage and family. Ruthless commercial forces are telling young people that this is the way forward, this is the modern way and they remain total silent on the difficulties and damage this does to family life.”

The Cardinal also recalled the high suicide rate among the youth of Australia, saying: “It's a danger sign. It's a great paradox. We have a wonderful society here in Australia, in many ways a lot of justice, and yet we have the third or fourth highest rate of youth male suicide in the world.” 

Cardinal Pell commented that “the basic Christian response to that is to say that our young people need faith and hope and love, and that we will make the situation worse by irresponsibly encouraging them into promiscuity or drugs or alcohol.” The Cardinal expressed his hope that WYD may be for the Australian youth an opportunity to re-think their lives and experience true conversion. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 15/7/2008)

Youth – OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - The youth, prophets for the Third Millenium: WYD concludes

Sydney (Agenzia Fides) – The 23rd World Youth Day officially ended with the Prayer Vigil held on Saturday, July 19 and the Closing Mass on Sunday, July 20. WYD has been described by both the Holy Father and crowds of young people as “an unforgettable experience.”

The two celebrations were dedicated to the WYD theme: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses,” which was illuminated by the Word of God, the words of Benedict XVI, Eucharistic Adoration, silent prayer, and song.

On Saturday evening, over 300,000 youth gathered at the Randwick Racecourse in Sydney for the Vigil, in which Benedict XVI gave a profound catechesis on the Holy Spirit (see the other Fides article 21/7/2008). The assembly gathered there was filled with the Spirit of a New Pentecost that brought together pilgrims of every nation, tongue, and culture.

The Official WYD Hymn, “Receive the Power,” was sung by a 300-person choir in all the different languages, as a sign of the spiritual unity of the event’s participants. WYD has truly been a hymn to the Holy Spirit, reminding every young person of the words of the Australian Blessed Mary MacKillop: “Believe in the whisperings of God to your heart!”

The youth spent the night in Eucharistic Adoration, accompanied by moments of silence and meditation under the starlit sky, in expectation for the Mass to be celebrated the next day. 

In the Sunday Mass marking the joyous conclusion of WYD, with over 500,000 participants, the Holy Father confirmed 24 young people: 14 Australians, and the other 10 being from Switzerland, the Czech Republic, South Africa, Vietnam, the United States, Uruguay, the Fiji Islands and other islands of Oceania, symbolically anointing all the youth of the world’s continents.

Benedict XVI addressed the crowds with vibrant words, encouraging the youth present and those watching on TV or Internet to build a world that is welcoming, just, and fraternal (see the other Fides article 21/7/2008). The Pope then announced that the location for the 24th World Youth Day would be Madrid (Spain), August 15-21, 2011. 

A large attendance was registered by organizers, at the over 250 sites in Sydney where over 1,000 priests were available for administering the Sacrament of Confession. Thousands of youth, and local people as well, went to Confession and gained the Plenary Indulgence granted by the Church for WYD. The Confessions were organized to be available in various languages, to provide the Sacrament to the pilgrims who came from over 170 countries. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 21/7/2008)

Youth – EUROPE/SPAIN - The Church in Spain rejoices as Madrid is chosen to host WYD 2011: “it will place us in contact with the best of our tradition and the great ideals that have inspired us over the centuries and still do even now.”

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – “I wish to express my gratitude, on behalf of the entire Diocese of Madrid, for this honor” said Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco, Archbishop of Madrid and President of the Spanish Bishops’ Conference, in a statement to the press following the Holy Father Benedict XVI’s announcement that the next WYD would be held in Madrid. “It is a gesture on the part of the Holy Father that we greatly appreciate and we thank Providence and the God of history who saw to it that the next WYD would be celebrated in Madrid. We are ready to make the due preparations. We are also counting on experience, as we already organized the fourth World Youth Day in Santiago de Compostela, which was the second WYD to be celebrated outside Rome,” he explained.

As to the Spaniards commitment in organizing the event, he assured that the youth “have shown great faith and joy in being Christian, as well as their capacity to live their lives to the fullest, according to what the Pope mentioned on the relationship between the Holy Spirit, love, and man’s life. The youth give us some amazing lessons on what it means to be Christian and to be persons of human excellence.”

For Cardinal Rouco, WYD 2011 in Madrid will be a moment to be treasured, one that will offer very edifying results for the Church in Spain, as “it will place us in contact with the best of our tradition, the meaning of life, and the great ideals that have inspired us over the centuries and still do even now.” He also comments how this event arrives “at the perfect moment,” considering the circumstances of Spain at this time, where there is an “individualistic and materialistic” drive, but at the same time “new movements” are arising within the Church, showing themselves to be “very dynamic.” “WYD, in fact, is an excellent instrument for increasing missionary zeal in the Church, especially in terms of the youth. It is also an opportunity to help them rise above the materialistic and hedonistic vision of life.” WYDs are also “a moment and an opportunity for the youth to reflect on how to confront their lives.” 

The Spanish youth have also shown their satisfaction and contentment at the news that Madrid will host WYD and are ready to collaborate in the preparations, expressing their hope that the event “will give new life to the Church in Spain, a country that has always been a land of missionaries. Although we are in a world of secularism and relativism, there is hope.”

Cardinal Rouco also noted the importance of volunteers and missionaries, pointing out that “for WYD to run smoothly, a significant number of volunteers – in the broadest sense of the term – is necessary.” “We need a lot of spiritual support from all our brothers and sisters, of all ages: especially the sick, the elderly, those who feel alone, those who are passing through difficulties. If they are capable of offering all this to the Church, so that the youth today may believe in Christ and be willing to live according to His Gospel and His Grace, it will be an extraordinary help.”

In celebrating WYD in Madrid, Cardinal Rouco will become the first Bishop to host WYD twice, something that he himself has described as “Providential and a grace from God.” WYD 1989 was celebrated in Santiago de Compostela, while Cardinal Rouco was serving as Archbishop there. It was the second WYD outside Rome, the first being in Buenos Aires (Argentina). In 1998, he was transferred to the Archdiocese of Madrid. 

The President of the Autonomous Community of Madrid, Esperanza Aguierre, has also shown her satisfaction at the city’s election as the host for WYD and said that she considers it a great opportunity for the youth of Madrid, Catholics and non-Catholics alike, as the Pope is a universal authority. According to initial statements, WYD will be held August 15-21. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/7/2008)

Missionaries killed - ASIA/NEPAL - “Following the murder of a Salesian missionary, the Church in Nepal is receiving support and solidarity”: the Apostolic Prefect of Nepal gives his testimony to Agenzia Fides

Kathmandu (Agenzia Fides) – “Fr. Johnson was a Salesian in his early sixties, a very committed priest, an excellent religious, a person with great compassion for the poor and the marginalized. In the past, at the mission in Nepal, he had worked at the then “Missio Sui Iuris” Apostolic School preparing priest-candidates for the Mission. He was also very involved in village development programmes... beneficiaries of which were mostly non-Christians of the area - among whom were many untouchables of the Hindu community. He was also the principal of recently opened co-ed Don Dosco School of Sirsiya.” These were the words of Monsignor Anthony Sharma, Apostolic Prefect of Nepal, to Agenzia Fides, in recalling Fr. Johnson Moyalan, the Indian Salesian who was killed on July 1 in Nepal. 

The sad event, the first of its nature in the history of the small Church of Nepal, has caused discomfort and bitterness in the Catholic community, as well as among the entire population living in the area where the Salesian carried out his missionary activity. 

According to the first police reports, implied in the homicide are members of a terrorist group, the Nepal Defence Army, which came to birth soon after the Nepalese parlimentarians gave their approval to the declaration of Nepal as a secular state. The same group claimed responsibility of placing a bomb in the Muslims' masjid in Biratnagar (a place not too far from Sirsia), killing two Muslims. “The group had been threatening Christians and Moslems in East Nepal ever since,” Msgr. Sharma told Fides. “there were some problems between the Christian fundmentalist groups and Hindu communities in some parts of the country. But as far as the Catholic church is concerned, the Hindus have a great esteem for the services the church is doing.” A week prior to the bombing of the masjid mentioned above, two leaders of the NDA had visited [the mission]... to warn the Fathers that they had to cease their activities there,” Msgr. Sharma said. “We had a brief meeting with the religious heads of the Catholic community here in Kathmandu and assigned a person from among us to contact the NDA members with the help of some our Hindu friends. We were assured that they would not in any way harm us or our activities. Hence, we are puzzled by the present tragic event.” 

Msgr. Sharma is trying to see the positive side in the midst of such a tragic event for the local Church. “At this painful time, looking at the positive side of the incident, it is generating a lot of sympathy and support for us from non-Christian communities in the country. Thus we seem to be receiving [support] for our presence, activities and efforts.”

The Rector Major of the Salesians, Father Pascual Chavez, has sent a message of condolence to the Salesians in Calcutta, of whose community Fr. Johnson was a member, saying that “I am sure that the Lord will receive this sacrifice, repaying it with abundant blessings.”

The ANS Agency reported that in Nepal there are various clandestine terrorist groups that dedicate themselves to robbery and raiding the land. The Salesian mission in Sirsia itself was recently victim of a burglary. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/7/2008)

Mission – ASIA/PHILIPPINES - The mission of the Camillian Order on the island of Samar is growing, with the collaboration efforts of the laity who have laid the first stone of a new hospital in a rural area

Manila (Agenzia Fides) – “The island of Samar is the poorest of the 7,000 islands of the Philippines, and yet, the feast of Saint Camillus, celebrated on July 14, has been an opportunity to witness and appreciate how much the sick, the common folk, the health care personnel, and many young Filipinos are interested and truly love the charism and spirituality of Saint Camillus.” This was what Agenzia Fides was told by Fr. Luigi Galvani, of the Camillian Fathers, who this year is celebrating his 40th anniversary of priesthood, 31 of which have been as a missionary in the Philippines. On the feast day of Saint Camillus, many parishes and hospitals celebrated the Day of the Sick and Health Care Workers. The young Camillian seminarians sang and organized the readings for the Mass, which was aired on television. 

“Another encouraging aspect is the collaboration of the laity, both in the parishes and in the hospitals where are religious fathers work as chaplains,” Fr. Luigi continued. “Many of the laity are already members of the Camillian Lay Family in the Philippines. In February, there was a inaugural national meeting. There, they elected their representatives, some of whom have since participated in the international meeting held in April in Italy. I am impressed by their enthusiasm and their spirit of initiative in service towards the poor and the sick. They are very drawn towards the example of Saint Camillus, who saw “the face of Jesus” in the sick and the poor.”

One of the Camillian Lay Family’s most recent projects was the laying of the first stone for a small hospital/childcare center and clinic that will be built in the rural village of Manaoag, nearly 200 km from the capital. “There, our mission leads a school for nurses and midwives that has over 400 students,” Fr. Galvani mentioned. “The new service project will be available to many mothers who, due to a lack of sufficient health assistance, are still giving birth at home and will also be a ‘training camp’ for nursing and midwifery students.” 

“This will be the third hospital that our mission in the Philippines has built during its nearly 33 years in the country,” Fr. Galvani stated. “In addition to the three hospitals, there are also three clinics, a center for the disabled, three houses of formation, a Center for training pastoral care workers, and 8 chaplains.” The Camillian Province of the Philippines currently has 60 religious, of which five work at the new mission, which opened just a few years ago, in Parramatta in Australia. “It is beautiful to see the fruits yielded from missionary lands; now we can send missionaries to other parts of the world. This is the path of the Gospel and we give thanks to the Lord,” Fr. Galvani concluded. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 31/7/2008)

Pontifical Mission Societies – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Formation meeting for the mission ad gentes and Argentinean missionary meeting organized by the Pontifical Missionary Societies

Buenos Aires (Agenzia Fides) – On July 26-27, two encounters took place side-by-side at the Pontifical Missionary Societies (PMS) of Argentina headquarters: a formation meeting for the mission ad gentes and a meeting for Argentinean missionaries ad gentes who have returned between 2006-2008 to the country. The news was communicated to Agenzia Fides by Sr. Mariel Robledo, National Secretary of the Societies of the Propagation of the Faith.

The formation meeting was attended by 30 people, the majority being youth. The missionary encounter was attended by 16 people, almost all from among the laity. Both were attended by Bishop Vicente Conejero Gallego, President of the Bishops’ Committee for the Missions, who shared his missionary experience with the participants. Some points from the Final Document of Aparecida and the issue of inculturation were also addressed. The meeting was organized by and attended by Fr. Osvaldo Leone, National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies.

The themes addressed during the formation meeting were: proselytism and religious relativism, the need for the mission ad gentes, the main elements of discernment in the mission ad gentes and inculturation. On Saturday night, there was a missionary prayer vigil in one of the parishes in the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires, organized by the national team of missionary groups. 

All the participants in the formation meeting have been in training since the beginning of the year, in their local areas. They have been accompanied in their formation and discernment by the Diocesan Directors of the PMS. “The youth have showed their desire to prepare themselves for the mission and mature in their missionary vocation through a serious path of discernment. In the evaluation of the meeting, there was a focus on the importance of each one of the themes and the experiences of the missionaries, who gave their testimonies on Saturday evening, sharing their path of discernment in their missions,” Sr. Mariel said.

The encounter for the missionaries had the following objectives: Share personal experiences as missionaries, renew their missionary commitment to bring the Good News to all, and encourage dialogue and fraternity among those who have returned from foreign missions. Accompanied by Bishop Vicente Conejero Gallego and Father Dante De Sanzzi, currently the National Secretary of the Pontifical Missionary Union, they were able to visit some points of the Aparecida Document in order to achieve some of the goals intended in the meeting. The missionary participants were grateful for the opportunity to hold this meeting organized by the national headquarters, giving them a chance to share their experiences and be renewed in their missionary vocation. Many of these missionaries will return in August to their missionary destinations. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/7/2008)

Human trafficking  - EUROPE/ITALY - Talks published from the Seminar on the role of women religious in fighting human trafficking

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Modern slavery forces a 13 year-old African girl to become a prostitute for 400 dollars per hour, raking in up to 9,600 dollars per day for her exploiter. Then there are the over 23,000 young girls and boys exploited in the sexual tourism industry in Kenya, a seemingly miniscule statistic next to Thailand’s 300,000 slaves of the sexual industry. 

These were among the data published in the book on the talks given at the Seminar entitled: “Building a network: the Prophetic Role of Women Religious in the Fight Against Trafficking in Persons,” organized by the United States Embassy to the Holy See and the Italian Union of Major Superiors (USMI). The event took place in Rome on October 15-20, 2007 (see Fides 22/10/2008), on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the abolition of slavery, and its participants included 22 religious women from 25 congregations that have been working for some time in the fight against human trafficking in 26 countries. 

Msgr. Pietro Parolin, Undersecretary of the Holy See’s Secretary of State for Relations with States, commented that, “until just a few years ago, it was considered almost a secret in the world family.” And in facing this phenomenon, the women religious have assumed an irreplaceable role in denouncing the activity and in assisting the victims. In Italy, for example, there are 250 sisters from 70 Congregations are working in 110 programs, often with collaboration from Caritas. Several hundreds of victims from various countries have been taken in by protected facilities run by the religious, where they receive help in rebuilding their lives. 

The network of women religious works in the countries of origin of the female victims of trafficking, as well as in the countries where they are later sent. They try to create a partnership with the local Church, charitable organizations and local institutions so as to establish a flow of information to control and understand the issue and develop new strategies of intervention; promote awareness campaigns to prevent the “exodus” of young women from their families, schools, and parishes into the false “promised land”; protect the families of victims from kidnapping or revenge from exploiters; help young women who return home on their own initiative to be reintegrated into society; assist the victims that are sent back to their own countries from Europe, taking into account that 10-15% of them contract the HIV virus. 

At the close of the Seminar, they announced the formation of a new International Network of Religious Against Trafficking in Persons (INRATIP), to help the victims and work against the traffickers. “We are with you, you are not alone. We will fight side by side to free you from this slavery,” read the statement from INRATIP, issued at the end of the Seminar. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 29/7/2008)

Life – EUROPE/SPAIN - The Institute for Family Policies warns: “If the law calling for free abortion proposed by the government takes affect, by 2015 Spain will be the country with the highest abortion rate in the European Union.”

government is trying to impose, if approved, would turn Spain into the country with the highest abortion rate in the European Union, by 2015, with over 230,000 abortions per year. In fact by 2015, keeping in mind the current situations and the consequences of the law in question in the 12 initial weeks of pregnancy and according to IFP estimates, evidence shows that there would be over 232,000 abortions per year in Spain, an average of 637 children per day who would be aborted (an average one abortion every 2.3 minutes). Therefore, Spain’s abortion rate will not only continue rising (in the last 10 years it has risen 10% each year), but with this new free abortion law, the increase would be greatly accelerated. 

The situation is even more striking when it is compared to the rest of Europe, the IFP President said. While in the last 10 years, in the various 27 countries within the European Union, the abortion rate has decreased or remained about the same, in this same time period (1996-2006), Spain has seen a 99% increase in abortions, which means a 10% average increase per year. Thus, Eduardo Herfelder explains, the admission of free abortion up to 12 weeks’ gestation period, together with the current abortion law that permits abortion up until the final week of gestation for the so-called “psychological health-risk to the mother,” and the recently passed law of non-disclosure of personal information that increases the risk of fraud, could all lead to a “ripple effect” among the other EU countries. The IFP, therefore, is making an urgent appeal to the government, asking that they think twice before approving the proposed free abortion law. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 18/07/2008)

SUPER QUAESTIONES

EUROPE/POLAND - "We have no fear of the future certain that the Risen Christ is with us and that God is greater than any of our difficulties or limits": Archbishop Hoser is installed in the diocese of Warsaw-Praga
Warsaw (Agenzia Fides)- "To we all wonder about the future, the future of our situation, of ourselves, our families the future of Poland, Europe, the whole world" Archbishop Henryk Hoser, of Warsaw-Praga said in his homily during the solemn Mass for his installation as the new archbishop on June 28. Until his recent appointment Archbishop Hoser had been Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

The Archbishop encouraged his people not to be discouraged by difficulties: "The Church knows she is built on the rock of the faith of Peter and the gates of hell will not prevail against her (Mt 16,18). Until the end of time the Risen Christ lives in the Church. In occupied Warsaw the image of Christ the King by Adam Styka in a stained glass window in Nowy Świat was a sign of hope that the dark night would give way to the light of the Resurrection. This image is within the territory of our archdiocese ".

Archbishop Hoser went on to remark that his installation coincided with the open of the Year of St Paul indicted by Benedict XVI: "This jubilee for the 2000th anniversary of the birth of the Apostle of the Nations will be the basis of our diocesan pastoral programme. We will discover the pertinence of St Paul's extemporaneous apostolic universalism, his apostolic method which could face any new situation, challenge and task, his extraordinary ability to discern the working of the Holy Spirit in areas which today we would call: inter-cultural, inter-religious dialogue, ecumenism, dialogue of the intelligence of the faith and active love of God and neighbour". 

"My Bishop's motto comes from the words of the 1st Letter of St John: - Maior est Deus God is Greater (1Gv 3,20). Read in their first context and significance these words mean that God is far greater that our human heart often troubled and broken, filled with fear and limits. Another significance is for our situation of life. We need not be paralysed or hampered by conditioning, 'because he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world' (1 Jn 4,4). Let us look then towards the future with courage and confidence, since God comes from the future. On this path we never walk alone: together with the whole Church and all men and women of good will we are accompanied by the Spirit of the Risen Christ who is in our midst". (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2008 righe 34 parole 470)
EUROPE/SPAIN - Archbishop Perez Gonzalez, Nacional Director of the PMS in Spain following his reception of the pallium: “I was reaffirmed in the mission of service that I must fulfill in the heart of the Church and what it means to give one’s life for the others.”
Rome (Agenzia Fides) - Among the Archbishops who received the pallium from the hands of His Holiness Benedict XVI last Sunday, was Archbishop Francisco Perez Gonzalez of Pamplona-Tudela (Spain), National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Spain. Agenzia Fides asked him several questions following the ceremony.

What did receiving the pallium on Sunday, June 29 from Pope Benedict XVI mean for you? 

For me it was a moment in which I was reaffirmed in the mission of service that I must fulfill in the heart of the Church and as the Pope told us, the need to be “Good Shepherds” that know how to accept the sheep that have been entrusted to us and carry them on our shoulders, given that this is the deeper meaning behind what the pallium represents. The pallium is, in fact, made with lamb’s wool, symbol of the Lamb of God who is the only One who can teach us what it means to give our lives for others, as He did. The Good Shepherd gives his life for the sheep and that is what I must do in my diocese. 

The Archdiocese of Pamplona-Tudela is a prestigious missionary diocese in Spain, the land of Saint Francis Xavier and one that has given many missionaries to the Church. What does this mean for you, as you are also the National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies? 

I understand that one of the most important aspects of the life of the Church is the ability to demonstrate that being Christian means preaching Christ everywhere and therefore, I believe that this should be one of my main motivations. This, in turn, unites me in a special way to Francis Xavier, who was a great missionary. For me it has been a two-sided experience of the grandeur in preaching the Gospel and then having been entrusted with the diocese of San Francis Xavier, which I consider a gift for me from the Lord Himself. 

What are the main challenges you face in your pastoral ministry at the head of the Diocese? 

What is most important for me is that all those that have been entrusted me may live the faith with joy and happiness. I think that this is one of the most fundamental aspects. Joy is the manifestation of hope and in a world where materialism and hedonism reign and everything seems to “wear down” on the spirit and it needs to be freed. And the manner of freeing it is

believing in the Gospel, believing in Jesus Christ, our only Savior and adoring Him, loving Him, and serving Him in the poorest of the poor. These are my main challenges.

I have just recently opened a perpetual adoration chapel and the initiative has been very well received by everyone. About 1,500 people have already signed up for turns during the week, with fixed hours when they come to adore the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament day and night. There is a quite a large group of adorers that have understood that the most important thing in life is to adore God. Thus, loving God, serving God in others, and building a world of peace, justice, and love...I think these are the main tasks in my pastoral ministry. 

The Holy Father just recently inaugurated the Year of St. Paul, and as Saint Paul is the greatest among missionaries as the Pope himself said, how will the PMS in Spain be promoting this?

At the PMS, we are certainly trying to live this Year of St. Paul from this perspective. In fact, the next Missionary Day in October will be entirely focused on Saint Paul and the theme is “Being a missionary like St. Paul.” We have also prepared an entire catechetical program that has Paul as one of the great leaders of the missions and we hope that it will be a motivation for us, a support and an illumination on our missionary journey. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/7/2008)
AMERICA/ECUADOR - “A Bishop’s responsibility is not confined to the borders of his diocese, but reaches out to the ends of the earth.” - Interview with Archbishop Lorenzo Voltolini Esti of Portoviejo, who was conferred the pallium by the Holy Father

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – His Excellency Lorenzo Voltolini Esti, who has been Archbishop of Portoviejo (Ecuador) since August 6, 2007, was among the new Archbishops who were conferred the pallium by the Holy Father on Sunday, June 29. Archbishop Lorenzo Voltolini, who is also President of the Bishops’ Liturgical Committee, is originally from the Diocese of Brescia (Italia), where he was ordained a priest. He left Brescia in 1979, as a Fidei Donum missionary sent to Ecuador. In an interview with Agenzia Fides, we asked him about some of the main aspects of his Archdiocese and the country of Ecuador.

What significance does receiving the pallium from the Holy Father have for you?

The Pope himself has given it a great significance and the prayers that accompany the ceremony of the conferring of the pallium help to understand its significance. It is a sign of the yoke, of the cross that one carries on his shoulders. It is a sign of the work that the Lord gives us of being evangelizers not only with our words, but also with our example and in carrying Christ’s Cross. 

It is also the symbol of the pastor who carries the sheep on his shoulders. He carries all the sheep, not just the lost one. This is the meaning behind the wool of the pallium that is placed on the shoulders of the Archbishop.

It also signifies the unity of the service of each Bishop in his Diocese with the Holy Father. Before the palliums are placed on the shoulders of the Archbishops, they are laid on Saint Peter’s tomb for one night, as a sign of this unity between the universal Church and the diocesan Church. 

How would you describe your Archdiocese of Portoviejo, in general?

The coast of Ecuador, where Portoviejo is located, is more disposed to community life and dialogue than the area of the “sierra,” where I was working in my first years as a missionary in Ecuador. The people are more accepting of others, which is a virtue that one should know how to make the best of, translating it into to authentic generosity, in capacity of self-donation and service because a person may have an open spirit and yet not be very generous, and this is a challenge for us all. Unfortunately, volunteer work is almost impossible because of the laws. It is not allowed, as there is a labor law that says that workers’ rights cannot be renounced or denied. Not even the worker himself can renounce payment for a job he does. If he does it free of charge, later on others can charge for the work done. This is why there is always suspicion whenever volunteer work is asked for in the community. I hope that hot only the laws, but also the criteria behind them will change and that there may be more generosity among the Christians in Ecuador. Solidarity is part of the Christian community.

What challenges do you face on a local level?

Rigth now, one of the main challenges is preparing the laity for the lay mission. Many of them are asking us for formation courses. The problem is that we do not have a specific place for them. For now, they go to the seminary or various places in the Archdiocese. I think that in the future, we will have to find a concrete place for them to have their own site for formation.

Ecuador is currently discussing the new constitution and one of the most crucial points refers specifically to abortion. How is the Church responding?

I think that right now, the Church is more in resonance with the people than the government. The government representatives have been elected by the people, but they are ignoring them. They are not listening to them. 80% of Ecuadorians are against abortion. At least 70% of Ecuadorians are against approving homosexual unions as marriages. However, it seems that the representatives in government are following principles being dictated to them from outside. The are more obedient to the slogans and money that come in from the outside, than they are to the common good and the wishes of the Ecuadorian people.

In a little over a month, Ecuador will host the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3), which is a great event for the entire Church in Latin America. What fruits are expected to come out of this Congress, for Ecuador and for the entire continent?

For some time now, there has been talk of the fact that Latin America must learn to give from its poverty. It seems to me that Ecuador has given very little up till now, very little. In our diocese, we are now trying to form a group called Fidei Donum. We want our church to realize that they will not be truly mature as a Church until they begin to give out of their poverty. This group that is being formed will not only include members who wish to go to Africa or other places, but it must be formed by all those who have a missionary sense of their lives so that, from there, from that group can come those 2,3,or 4 people who can be sent on behalf of the Church of Manabi of Portoviejo. We want to send people, but we also want to behave like responsible parents. We want to send missionaries and support them in their mission with prayer and economic support so that they are not forced to have to return home for lack of support from their local Church, the diocese where they were nourished, matured in their faith, and later sent from.

At the end of the Missionary Congress, there will also be a launching of the Great Continental Mission. We need it, because as Church in Latin America, we need renewal. We cannot be members of the Church without the awareness that we are missionaries. The Church is essentially missionary. We are not only in need of this mission right now because we are in danger of extinction, but because the Church is missionary in her very essence. It is not just a mission for a few years. It is a mission without end. We should start realizing that the mission of the Church in Lain America should be forever. 

Lastly, Your Excellency, you went to Ecuador as a Fidei Donum missionary many years ago. Do you continue considering yourself a missionary even today? 

I continue to think of myself above all as a priest and then, I have never stopped being a missionary because I was sent by the Church and I want to continue being a missionary now as Archbishop. I think that the Bishop should be the first missionary of the diocese. We should all be missionaries. A Bishop’s responsibility is not confined to the borders of his diocese, but reaches out to the ends of the earth, because he is successor to the apostles who were sent by Jesus to the entire world. When I was ordained a priest, I immediately presented myself to the Bishop to be sent wherever he needed me. Four years later, I was sent to Ecuador. I think that this desire to be missionary that I received in my priestly ordination has not faded away with my ordination as Bishop. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/7/2008)
VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr. Luciano Alimandi - “Who do you say that I am?”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Who do you say that I am?” (Mt 16,15). This question which the Lord put to his disciples at Caesarea di Philippi, presents itself with the same intensity to us. The answer cannot affect the figure of Christ since as God and man he is the same “yesterday, today and always” (Heb 13, 8). But for us as human beings the answer determines the course of life. If we can answer with words and deeds that Jesus is the Lord, our Saviour, then our existence will be increasingly in conformity with Him. We are in communion with God and this communion transforms us, making us new creatures. 

This was the experience lived by those first men and women who converted to Jesus. Simon Peter because like the other disciples, “he believed and acknowledged” that “Jesus Christ is the Holy One of God ” realised that life without Him would have been in vain and confessed to the Lord: “Lord to whom shall we go you have the words of eternal life ” (cfr. Jn 6, 68-69). 

Who do you say that I am? What will be the answer of those not in communion with Jesus in faith and love. To know the Lord we must believe in Him and love Him, in other words we must be disciples, “followers of Jesus”, which in the language of the Gospel means believing in Him and trusting in his Word. In this way love will permeate the whole life of those who believe in Christ and this Love, that is the Holy Spirit, will change everything about them. 

Since every person is a being in relation, there must be relationships, but if this does not include a relationship with God the Father, Jesus and the Holy Spirit… what will become of this life? If instead a relationship with the Lord is established by “remaining” in Him (cfr. Jn 15, 4), so often heard in the Gospel of St John, life changes because we are no longer isolated we are in communion with the Risen Lord and with all the redeemed on the way to eternity. 

Authentic conversion is precisely proprio “remaining” in contact with Jesus. Conversion is not something which happens once and for all, it continues day after day. God gave us will, intelligence and memory the faculties of our soul which we must turn decidedly “convert” to Jesus.. If we do this we experience a special power, providence directing and enveloping our life, a love which never tires of loving and a peace which is ever deeper. 

The Year of St Paul we have just begun will help us not to delay on the path of personal conversion and to welcome the light which is Christ. During the Liturgy this light of truth and grace becomes especially intense and it is “right”, in every Mass to give thanks and praise to God offering Him our heart open wide. 

For a believer in Christ worthy participation at Mass means responding with adoration, praise and offering of one's life to the question: “who do you say that I am?”. 

The Holy Father Benedict XVI helps us to live the celebration of the Mass with due dignity when he says “ In the early Church there was a custom whereby the Bishop or the priest, after the homily, would cry out to the faithful: “Conversi ad Dominum” – turn now towards the Lord. This meant in the first place that they would turn towards the East, towards the rising sun, the sign of Christ returning, whom we go to meet when we celebrate the Eucharist. Where this was not possible, for some reason, they would at least turn towards the image of Christ in the apse, or towards the Cross, so as to orient themselves inwardly towards the Lord. Fundamentally, this involved an interior event; conversion, the turning of our soul towards Jesus Christ and thus towards the living God, towards the true light. Linked with this, then, was the other exclamation that still today, before the Eucharistic Prayer, is addressed to the community of the faithful: “Sursum corda” – “Lift up your hearts”, high above all our misguided concerns, desires, anxieties and thoughtlessness – “Lift up your hearts, your inner selves!” In both exclamations we are summoned, as it were, to a renewal of our Baptism: Conversi ad Dominum – we must always turn away from false paths, onto which we stray so often in our thoughts and actions. We must turn ever anew towards him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. We must be converted ever anew, turning with our whole life towards the Lord. And ever anew we must withdraw our hearts from the force of gravity, which pulls them down, and inwardly we must raise them high: in truth and love.” (Benedict XVI, Holy Saturday, 22 March 2008). 

May Our Lady help us keep our hearts and minds open to the Lord Jesus as the Pope urges us to do. May she lead us like children to the Source of Life, the Most Holy Eucharist to quench our longing for love and unity. (Agenzia Fides 2/7/2008)
VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Eucharist: the “heart” of the Church
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - In the last encyclical, almost a last will and testament, of the Holy Father John Paul II, of holy memory, entitled Ecclesia de Eucharistia we read at paragraph 11: “ The Church has received the Eucharist from Christ her Lord not as one gift – however precious – among so many others, but as the gift par excellence, for it is the gift of himself, of his person in his sacred humanity, as well as the gift of his saving work. Nor does it remain confined to the past, since “all that Christ is – all that he did and suffered for all men – participates in the divine eternity, and so transcends all times ”.

Therefore the Eucharist is not just one of the Church's “sacramental gestures” instead it is the Sacrament par excellence, through, with and in which the Mystical Body of Christ is built up.

In fact: “ A causal influence of the Eucharist is present at the Church's very origins. The Evangelists specify that it was the Twelve, the Apostles, who gathered with Jesus at the Last Supper (cf. Mt 26:20; Mk 14:17; Lk 22:14). This is a detail of notable importance, for the Apostles “were both the seeds of the new Israel and the beginning of the sacred hierarchy”. By offering them his body and his blood as food, Christ mysteriously involved them in the sacrifice which would be completed later on Calvary. By analogy with the Covenant of Mount Sinai, sealed by sacrifice and the sprinkling of blood,38 the actions and words of Jesus at the Last Supper laid the foundations of the new messianic community, the People of the New Covenant” (n. 21).

The attention given to the Eucharist by the Pontiff of venerable memory, was echoed by a document of great interest, which was however in spirit and letter hardly noticed, and deserves to be taken up again, and at last carefully studied and implemented.

I refer to the "Instruction Redemptionis sacramentum On certain matters to be observed or to be avoided regarding the Most Holy Eucharist" issued by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. In the second paragraph the instruction clearly reveals its continuity with the desires and the instructions of the Pope at the time: “ The Church’s doctrine regarding the Most Holy Eucharist, in which the whole spiritual wealth of the Church is contained - namely Christ, our Paschal Lamb - the Eucharist which is the source and summit of the whole of Christian life, and which lies as a causative force behind the very origins of the Church, has been expounded with thoughtful care and with great authority over the course of the centuries in the writings of the Councils and the Supreme Pontiffs. Most recently, in fact, the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II, in the Encyclical Letter Ecclesia de Eucharistia, set forth afresh certain elements of great importance on this subject in view of the ecclesial circumstances of our times”.

Those who with a heart rightly filled with deep gratitude continue to cite John Paul II, cannot ignore his last Encyclical, which outlines the content, which represents the Father's “last” word to his sons and daughters as he prepares to leave them.

The doctrinal and liturgical doctrine of Benedict XVI is in full continuity with that of John Paul II as always in the Church's authentic history, for every Supreme Pontiff a holy history of salvation. The testament and legacy of John Paul II were fully welcomed and valorised in the first Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Ratzinger, Sacramentum Caritatis, which followed the Synod of Bishops of the Eucharist, convoked at the request of his predecessor.

Almost an echo, if understood, of the remarkable Encyclical “Deus caritas est”, the Exhortation shows all the Bishops of the Church in full agreement, in communion with the Vicar of Christ stating the Eucharist's centrality and essentiality in the Church with all the consequences theological, liturgical and disciplinary which stem from that eminent position.

It is of great intellectual and spiritual consolation, and a call to contemplate the Mystery deeply and prayerfully, lucid awareness of the great magisterial continuity which clearly the Holy Spirit, gives to His Church as she is called continually to recognise the Eucharist as her “heart”. Word and actions in the divine liturgy, can only be consequential to the reality celebrated. (Agenzia Fides 3/7/2008)
EUROPE/RUSSIA - “What the Catholic community in Russia needs most is to grow in its awareness of the gift of the faith and live it with a missionary spirit.” - Interview with Archbishop Paolo Pezzi of the Archdiocese of the Mother of God in Moscow

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Archbishop Paolo Pezzi was appointed Archbishop of the Archdiocese of the Mother of God of Moscow on September 21, 2007 and was conferred the pallium by the Holy Father on the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, this past June 29. Agenzia Fides asked him a few questions on the social and religious situation he is working in and his experience in Russia.

How did you find the situation of the Church and society in Russia, upon your arrival there?

Gift and responsibility always go hand in hand, at least in my life anyways, but I think the same could be said about every situation and every person. A gift goes to waste it is not given the proper response. I refer to talents, a special grace, a capacity to express oneself that God can give through one’s own character. And yet, a gift truly blossoms and its goodness can be perceived only when the person responds to the gift that has been given them. That has been my experience. And thus, with the responsibility I have, I see it as a continuation of Grace in my life. The situation I found – which in part I already knew, but you see it from a different perspective when it is a gift of responsibility from God – regarding the Church, was small in quantity yet significant because of the faith. 

What the Catholic community in Russia needs most is to grow in its awareness of the gift of the faith and live it with a missionary spirit, to offer the beautiful gift of an encounter with Christ to the people they come in contact with. This makes the people treat those they meet with great piety and care, without worrying about ‘recruiting.’ It makes us appreciate the existence of the Orthodox Church or other groups present in my diocese, for example the Lutheran community. The social situation that I have observed has certainly shown me a critical factor: the need for Christ that the Russian person has, whether or not he is aware of it himself. This is the greatest need. Everyone needs Christ. 

What are the main obstacles and questions that Catholics must face in such a complex country?

What is needed is an awareness of one’s own faith. Among the questions we must face, I would say the most important is that of faith formation, so that they can become men and women of faith who are mature, responsible, capable of responding to the good, and contributing to the common good of the society in which they live; men and women capable of living their faith in the social, economic, and political environments, in the area of relationships. Another issue, although of no less importance, is the contribution we can make in rebuilding and conserving the family unit. I think that a person cannot grow up in a healthy manner, in every sense of the word – humanly, spiritually, psychologically, and physically – without a stable family unit. Otherwise, they will have major difficulties, which will have consequences in their day-to-day relationships, in their human experience: in this sense, we have a great gift to offer. 

Thirdly, I think it is of great importance that we keep in mind the need for charitable initiatives, of giving without payment. We run the risk of thinking of charity as something ‘professional,’ something that should simply satisfy needs. However, I think that charity should be a part of daily life, that finds its fullness above all in taking on the needs of others, whether it be the next-door neighbor, the family, a work colleague, or a companion from school or university. 

Ecumenism and interreligious dialogue: what role do these play in your pastoral ministry? Is there a common commitment on the part of both Churches in these areas? Do you dialogue?

Yes, we dialogue and this is a positive factor. Whenever there is dialogue, there is always the possibility of getting to know the other, of enrichment, and above all, not to feel like you alone are the exclusive owner of the good, of the truth, of how things should go. Therefore, I am content because even with all the difficulties and through these difficulties, dialogue can persist, mutually of course. In my pastoral ministry, dialogue has played a significant role, mainly because the movement towards unity and thus, in a Christian manner, is a movement towards full communion and not to do so would be like living something without really living it or affirm an abstract principle. In fact, man lives, whether or not he is aware of it, with a tendency towards unity. For the Christian, this means living with the awareness of being one with Christ and therefore, of doing everything in their power to grow closer to Him. If we don’t make Him the priority, we do not live with Him in the first place; we could say that we do not live out Christianity.

What is it that we are trying to achieve? If we look only at the results, it may seem like very little. That is why we should look at the principles. It has already been seen that it is possible to act in a common way in accord with the Christian message and therefore, live it out. For example, we can all live the same passion for mankind to know Christ. We can also carry out activities, meetings, moments of preaching, all in a common manner. There are also aspects of educating the human person that we share: for example, the value of the family and the need to support it, educate it, and transmit the Christian values that give it lasting character. The charitable service aspect also allows us to work together, but we need to remain sincere in our objectives, in what we are trying to achieve and above all, how we achieve it. 

The recent visit of Cardinal Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, to the Russian Federation has been an important landmark. What ideas for action has it left for both Churches? And for your own apostolate? 

One aspect that stood out, and I think that it did for the Orthodox environment as well, was to see Cardinal Kasper so concerned for them that he was led to participate in their meetings with young people, with the hierarchy, and to see the Orthodox phenomenon more close-up. I saw this as a call for me to do the same, to continue working like him. I was amazed that although his visit was a personal affair, the Cardinal was able to bring together diverse areas. A second point for working on that I have taken up is that wherever it is possible, we should try to enter into direct contact with people, enter into positive dialogue with them. The Cardinal told me of an interesting dialogue he had with several Orthodox students, during which they asked him very profound questions that showed a sincere interest in understanding the Catholic Church.

A possible meeting of Pope Benedict XVI and Alessio II is truly an much-awaited event, however much is already being done in the area of dialogue. Does this meeting run the risk, perhaps, of becoming ‘simply’ an impressive event? 

We are trying to take steps in not making the meeting the media event of the century, but rather a meaningful moment, that it may be truly constructive and lead towards a full communion. The meeting of the Pope with the Patriarch will certainly be a step in this direction. On the other hand, if the encounter is not well prepared, it could make the path more difficult in the end. So we should learn to be patient. When someone loves another, they are willing to wait. 

As you see it, would it be effective to start with common aspects, such as the common devotion to Our Blessed Mother that unites Catholics and Orthodox?

In our relationship with the Orthodox, the devotion to the Virgin Mary is a common point and very important. In Russia, we both (although the Catholics more so) have to be careful and not make a certain form or manner of devotion into something that comes into conflict with another. Both in the East and in the West, we have developed a very profound, deeply-rooted, and diverse manner of devotion. These various forms of devotion should meet in their origin. It may seem petty, but for us it is normal and part of our Marian devotion to represent Her with statues or other images. 

This is fairly absent from the Orthodox tradition, where this devotion has developed through the veneration of icons. This does not mean to say that statues and icons cannot be used, but it means that my devotion should reach out to the devotion of others and unite with it. This requires an effort to learn the taste and passion for devotions that the other person has, their way of praying and of addressing the Virgin Mary. Someone needs to do this work. It could easily occur that in not wishing to learn this delicacy, something good like addressing the Virgin Mary could turn into something used against another. This is completely mistaken. 

Archbishop Pezzi, you are a missionary and you belong to the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Charles Borromeo. What does being missionary in Russia mean for you? Passion for these countries – Russia, Liberia – seems to be something that has accompanied you since your days as a doctoral student. Do you have any special motivation? 

The missionary passion is part of the Church’s nature in her entirety and of the Christian as such. Every baptized person is a missionary, and to the degree that he does not live as a missionary, he does not live out his baptism. In this sense, the mission is life’s realization of the gift of Baptism. We could say that the mission is the unfolding of the vocation that God gives to each person. I find it very interesting, the relation between the idea of mission that has come from the Latin tradition – that is, spending one’s life bringing the beauty, truth, justice, and joy of life found in Christ to others – and the more typically Eastern idea that the mission means the transfiguration of one’s own life, that is with holiness, living one’s own vocation. This becomes an attraction in the one who finds it, that remains attracted by the beauty of Christianity, as something that is transfigured in me. 

I have been able to assimilate these two aspects of the same path in my life, almost through ‘osmosis.’ They have handed on two me by my teachers, the people I have met and have made Christianity a part of my life, something fascinating and interesting. Thus, there was a point in my life when I returned to Christianity, with this passion: there is the origin of my missionary ‘passion.’ The passion for Russia, however, is almost ‘coincidence.’ I really had never thought about it or read books about Russia specifically. There are some signs in my life that have brought me to this point: for example, the Rublev icon of the Savior, which played an important role in my return to Christianity, or the reading of a certain religious work from the Soviet era, which as a boy had left an impression on me for this manner of living the faith in difficult conditions. They are signs that perhaps may never had had continuity if I had not been asked whether I was willing to go first to Siberia and later to Russia, as they were in need of a priest. 

I simply said yes, because in my life I have always said yes; I do not know how to do much else. The most important factor is knowing to whom you respond. When you know to whom you are responding, saying ‘yes’ you can never go wrong. This is what has given me a passion for Russia, for the land, the people, the religious form, the Christianity lived in Orthodoxy, the songs, the music, the literature of this land and this people. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 09/07/2008)
OCEANIA/AUSTRALIA - “World Youth Day will be a great opportunity and a response to the youth’s interrogatives” - Interview with Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, as he prepares to welcome the world’s youth
Sydney (Agenzia Fides) – “In my country, the Church is having to face different situations and issues,” said Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, the host city of World Youth Day 2008, in explaining the situation of the Church in Australia, in an interview he granted Agenzia Fides. The Cardinal added, “Regarding religious practice, right now there is definitely a higher rate among the elderly, although there are movements that are growing. Among these, I could name the practice of the Way of the Cross, that has shown a growing participation among the youth in all the dioceses. They are signs that give us reason to hope.” Cardinal Pell’s interview forms a part of the Dossier on Australia that will be published in Italian on Saturday, July 12 by Agenzia Fides. 

How are priestly vocations doing?

It depends on each diocese. In the Archdiocese of Sydney, we have 50 seminarians – a number that is fairly proportionate to our pastoral needs. In addition, in the seminaries of Melbourne and Wagga Wagga, there is a satisfactory number of members. Among the religious, however, there has been a decline. I think that is where it becomes evident that there is a difficult situation. There is also a high number of lay young people that decide to dedicate several years of their lives to the service of the Church. We have a large number of volunteers. 

How are you responding to secularization?

Australia has many of the same problems as the other Westernized, wealthy, and developed countries. In response to secularization, we have placed our greatest efforts in improving our education system. 20% of Australia’s youth attend Catholic schools. I have tried my best to make sure that the youth have chaplains in their universities, to have them available and be able to talk with them. I have also replaced the religion class textbooks at all school levels, from elementary school to high school. I believe that the response is necessarily found in the education of the future generations. In this sense also, World Youth Day in Sydney will be a great opportunity and a response to the youth’s interrogatives.

Australia was a missionary territory for centuries. Today, what is its missionary 

contribution to the world? 

We have nearly 300 Australian missionaries on foreign missions. In the past, we had more, especially thanks to the religious in New Guinea, the Pacific Islands, and Asia. Among the most active missionaries have been the Irish Christian Brothers, now present mostly in Africa, carrying out a great service. 

How do the Church and the State treat the issue of the aborigines? 

26% of aborigines are Catholic, so they are our brothers and form an integral part of the Church. The Church has always been aware of their situation and has often defended them from the attacks of society and even from the State. Today the situation continues to be a difficult one, but we are trying to work for them just the same. The problem is not so much poverty as a lack of integration in the Australian culture. This leads to high levels in problems such as drug addiction, alcoholism, and pornography. In this sense, I should mention the fact that we also receive quite a bit of support from the Anglican Church and other Protestant communities.

What is expected to come out of WYD in Sydney?

I hope that the faith of our youth and of all the youth of the world will be strengthened and that they may recognize Christ as the center of their life. (AM) (Agenzia Fides 10/07/2008)
EUROPE/ITALY - “Discover a ‘path’ towards salvation in health and in suffering, a ‘road’ to hope” - Agenzia Fides interviews the Director of the Camillianum, Father Luciano Sandrin

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - The International Camillianum Institute for Pastoral Theology and Health Care is a center for research, theological formation, and training in the health world run by the Order of Ministers of the Sick (the Camillians). This year, the Camillianum celebrates its twentieth year in existence and upon the occasion, Agenzia Fides has presented several question to its Director, Father Luciano Sandrin, recently re-elected for the coming three-year term. 

Father Sandrin, to what end was the Camillianum established 20 years ago? Who attends the institution and what are the main courses offered?

The Camillianum was established with the spirit of Saint Camillo de Lellis, a saint that through his own hope as a sick person, discovered the importance of “taking care” of those who suffer in body and soul, of “saving” a person through an effort to find remedy for their health. As an academic institution, incorporated into the Teresianum, the Camillianum is called to perform a task of study so as to give a theological basis to this “taking care of” and find the right means of transmitting it. The studies on problems related to life, health, and suffering are done from a theological-pastoral perspective in which theology, philosophy, medicine, bioethics, counseling, and human sciences all “enter into dialogue.” It is an approach that allows the mind to expand, and amplifies the ability to diagnose situations and offer spiritual remedies that are less common. The students are from all over the world. There are priests, religious, and laity, that wish to serve in the health world, with a particular focus on the spiritual dimension of those they will encounter. 

The sick and their relatives, doctors, health care personnel...what do they find in their treatment with those who have attended the Camillianum? What is the added plus that enriches the work and lives of your students and graduates?

I think that in those who have attended the Camillianum, they can find a special manner of meeting people “where they are,” of accompanying the sick and all those who assist them, in their “joys and hopes, sadness and anxieties,” as Gaudium et spes says, in their uncertainties and questions, offering them the Word of God that gives comfort and celebrating the sacraments that heal, from the ‘diakonia’ of presence, listening, and relation. The added plus is an empathetic sensitivity that is capable of transmitting divine compassion, a presence that knows how to convey the Father’s mercy. 

Do you come across sick persons who ask why God allows them to suffer and does not bring it to an end? How do you accompany them in this sense? Are you able to transmit hope through the strength of your faith, to those you care for? 

“Why?”, “Why me?”, “What evil have I done?”, “Why is God punishing me?”: these are the typical questions that the patient and their families often ask the people who most remind them of the divine (chaplains, Sisters, pastoral care workers). There are various ways of responding “theologically,” however in the moment of suffering, these do not reach the heart of the matter. These persons are already filled with emotions that can impede a lucid thought process. In accompanying the person who is suffering, what is needed is a pastoral ministry of “theodicy,” carried out as a patient yet constant accompaniment of nearness and love, so that it becomes a delicate interpretation of the silent divine presence. Jesus has given profound healing to those who seek Him, sometimes through a petition of forgiveness of their sins, sometimes through a physical cure, other times through an encounter of reconciliation with another person, etc. The point is to save the person; the path should be “personalized.” One’s own personal testimony of faith, given in the right moment and in a modest manner, always leaves a mark. It can be a gesture of comfort, but it can also be a source of motivation. 

Knowing how to face life, death, and suffering on a daily basis: how can we prepare ourselves in facing these realities, at a time in history where so often the illnesses are more spiritual than physical? 

It is not easy to accompany the suffering and dying on a daily basis, “keeping vigil with them” in their moments of most anxiety. Even the Apostles “fell asleep” and all of them fled. In order to assist the sick patient and his relatives on a daily and long-term basis, one important thing is “take care of oneself,” knowing oneself (strong points and weak points), maintain one’s own capacity to think clearly and be “competent” on a relational level. I would like to take an excerpt from my most recently published book: “Abbi cura di te.” (“Take Care of Yourself”) There is a time for others and a time for oneself. The body reflects the worries of the soul and when the body is sick, the great forgotten “questions” return. In a relationship of assistance, in order for it to be spiritually effective as well, it is important that the sick person and those who accompany him are lead to a rediscovery of the soul, and that they are offered a word of encouragement regarding the meaning of life, suffering, and death. But what if we ourselves have lost sight of our soul and our life has becoming meaningless? We need to take care of ourselves, of our own body and soul. This will be later reflected in our love for others, in our relationships of assistance and healing. 

What is at the heart of pastoral theology and health care, what is the source for the Camillianum’s activity? 

It is a theology that reflects on the activity of the entire community of believers who, following Christ’s example, take to heart “the human being's integral healing” (words of Benedict XVI in a recent Sunday Angelus address). Announcing the Kingdom and healing the sick were Christ’s manifestation of a singular mission. It should be the same for the Church’s pastoral ministry. Reflecting theologically on the multi-faceted nature of this activity means understanding that health pastoral ministry has a special place within the health care structure, but it cannot be consigned to that place alone. Time and again it is called to integrate itself with the other pastoral sensibilities and have an influence on the daily pastoral life of the diocese and the parish communities. We can just think about all those sick and suffering in our family, our next-door neighbors. Oftentimes we only think of them when something dramatic and “newsworthy” occurs, when the yolk of pain weighs down over love. Health pastoral ministry has an important pastoral role within an integral pastoral ministry. Performing health pastoral ministry today, and reflecting theologically on this task means, above all, rediscovering the “healing” aspect (saving-curing) of all Church activity (preaching, celebrations, etc.).

Your work has an international dimension: how do you reconcile medicine and the mission? 

If the model is Christ Himself, I do not think it so difficult. You cannot preach God’s love without working to promote life, especially in its beginnings, when it is most fragile, in favor of people’s life and health. Sometimes this work is seen in the health care structures themselves and other times it is manifest in a prevention effort against disease and health promotion. Sometimes it is carried out through health formation courses and others, through a specifically pastoral service. The inculturation of Christ’s command to “preach and heal” is the goal of the Camillian mission, in the various manners that it is carried out. The Camillian Religious is called to work in favor of people’s dignity, for their life interests, their relationships, and their suffering and dying. 

In mid-May, as part of the 20th anniversary celebrations, the Camillianum hosted a convention on “Health and Salvation”: what is the relationship between these two great demands - moral and material - of man?

The mission that Christ entrusted to His community is that of preaching a salvation (“salus”) that is “participation in divine life,” which will reach its fullness only when we see God face to face, and so for now, “it is not yet fully manifest,” but also of making it present “now” in our ministry of healing and comforting, in washing others’ feet, in improving people’s lives, defending-above all-their dignity in every moment of their lives, through a charity that is expressed in justice, but that knows how to “creatively” and communally continue onwards. The dedication to health care is this efficacious sign of “now” for what is “not yet” in salvation, whose full expression will only be revealed in God’s Eschaton. The objective is to discover health as a “path” towards salvation in health and in suffering, a “road” to hope. Pope Benedict’s most recent encyclical refers to suffering as the school of hope and of all of us as “ministers of hope.” The Camillianum is on this wavelength. 

You were recently re-elected Director for another three-year term: what are your expectations for the coming years in your position and for the life of the Camillianum? 

I hope that the Camillianum will be increasingly more appreciated as a gift to the Church and as a school of pastoral theology that not only teaches someone how to be a good hospital chaplain, but also how to manage a diocesan office that coordinates the many groups and associations that work in this area, how to give courses on health pastoral ministry, on the theology of pain and accompanying the dying, in Seminaries and Schools of Theology. I hope that it can help spread awareness among the Christian community, of the larger questions of life, illness, disability, pain, and death, knowing how to respond to the radical (and serious) questions that are posed in this area. I hope students can learn, above all, how to be with the people (like Mary at the foot of the Cross, stabat mater) even when we cannot “solve” their problems. I dream of a Christian community (in all its members) that understands the importance of pastoral work in these life experiences and that it may grow in nearness, not only in words but in pastoral practices as well, to those who are experiencing these things in their own lives. Above all, I hope that it may understand that the sick person (with disabilities, suffering in various ways) is a “participant in the work of evangelization and salvation” - words of John Paul II in Christifidelis laici that some may not yet have read or had too quickly forgotten. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 14/7/2008)
OCEANIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA - “We need to keep the youth from contracting AIDS, not lead them into promiscuity:” the Bishop of Vanimo shares his concerns with Agenzia Fides

Vanimo (Agenzia Fides) – Bishop Cesare Bonivento, PIME missionary and Bishop of Vanimo (Papua New Guinea) is deeply concerned. While many of the youth of Papua New Guinea are living the extraordinary experience of World Youth Day in Sydney, the Bishop is worried about the physical, moral, and spiritual well-being of thousands of Papua’s youth: “Our youth are in grave danger,” he told Agenzia Fides. 

The topic in debate is AIDS, that is, the strategy and means of preventing it. In Papua New Guinea, a country that is 95% Christian, where there are over 1.7 million Catholics in a population of 5.8 million, the heated debate is involving institutions, teachers, and political and religious leaders, including from the Catholic Church.

The Education Department has published and distributed in schools a “Student Resource Book” on HIV/AIDS awareness for children. The book advises children to use various manners of “safe sex,” encouraging them to engage in sexual relations, as long as it includes the use of a condom. 

In response to such a distorted vision of interpersonal relations, Bishop Bonivento has spoken out strongly, clearly confronting the issue in a Pastoral Letter that has been distributed in parishes, schools, and associations, receiving media coverage as well. The Bishop emphasizes the need to protect school age children (especially those of 13-15 years of age) who “will read it as an invitation to risky sexual activities, rather then as a discouragement.” 

The book also contains scientific errors and is educationally and morally deceiving. Firstly, it defines “safe sex” as sexual relations with a condom, instead of saying “safer sex,” because in reality, it is not 100% risk-free for contraction of diseases. In addition, it never presents abstinence from sexual relations as a means to preventing AIDS, nor does it discourage promiscuity in this respect. In his Pastoral Letter, Bishop Bonivento says that the teaching given in this book is not in tune with Papua New Guinea’s Constitution, because it goes directly against the most basic Christian principles, which are upheld by the national Constitution. The Letter asks that the Government withdraw the book from schools, as it leads to confusion among the youth. He asks the teachers to refuse to use the book, making use of their right to “conscientious objection,” and he reminds parents of their role as educators that they should not renounce, leaving it in the hands of others. 

The Letter mentions the possible tragic consequences of the spread of AIDS in society, if the advice in the book is taken to heart. The Letter, which Agenzia Fides has published in its entirety (see link below), explains that the book diverts the youth’s attention from moral values, eliminating any reference to God in their life and ruinously exposing them to selfish relationships that are harmful to their development. 

The Bishop notes that the Catholic Church has the duty of speaking out and protecting Papua’s youth and he asks all leaders, teachers, families, and catechists to be vigilant in this regards. 

“I remind everybody that the family is the most important element in our society. If the family is strong, our Country will be strong. To teach the children to deal with their sexuality according to the Gospel means to strengthen our future families and to make our Country great,” the Bishop of Vanimo concludes. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 16/7/2008)

AMERICA/ECUADOR - On the way to CAM 3: “The Congress will give renewed strength to the evangelization effort, help us make deep reflections, and re-launch our mission as a Church with fidelity and audacity.”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) – After a long and intense preparation, the Third American Missionary Congress (CAM 3) is steadily approaching. The event will take place in Quito (Ecuador) August 12-17. At the end of the Congress, there will be a “launching” of the Great Continental Mission that has been proposed by the Fifth General Conference of Aparecida. With this in mind, Agenzia Fides contacted Fr. Timoteo Lehane Barret S.V.D., National Director of the Pontifical Missionary Societies in Ecuador and Organization Director of the Congress, to ask him a few questions.

We are now entering the final stage of what has been a long period of preparation for the American Missionary Congress (CAM 3). What would you find most worth mentioning, of all this time of preparation? How have the various dioceses and countries responded? 

All of us are working together in organizing CAM 3. We are very happy with the people’s response in the various countries and in the dioceses here in Ecuador. As to the response on an international level, there has been a positive response to the Workbook and in many countries they have published it for use in their National Congresses, in preparation for CAM 3. This is really a good sign, as it shows that the delegates will come prepared to the Congress. It also shows the desire for CAM 3 to be more than just a great missionary celebration of the Continent; it gives us the possibility of reflecting on and deepening in our awareness of our missionary commitment as Baptized faithful and of encouraging others to do the same, especially on the mission ad gentes of the local dioceses. I am also grateful to all the heads of PMS in the Americas, for their cooperation with the 16 forums that will take place in the afternoons of the Congress. It is wonderful to see that all the countries are going to take an active role in developing different forums and that each one will be in charge of a specific topic. 

As to the response in Ecuador, there has also been a great deal of participation. In addition to the hundreds of volunteers that are helping us here in the central headquarters, there are 2,000 families that are getting ready to host 3,000 missionaries from all over the world and are taking missionary formation courses in various parishes of the Archdiocese of Quito. All the dioceses of Ecuador have had their own Diocesan Missionary Congress in preparation and in order to elect representatives. The theology students in our seminaries and consecrated members are preparing their own meetings, to coincide with the Congress. Since mid-June, we have been blessed to have the relics of the Patroness of the Missions, Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, on a national tour in preparation for the Congress.

What do you hope will come out of this Congress, for all the Americas?

Throughout the entire preparation process, I have witnessed the work of the Holy Spirit. Our Bishops of Latin America and the Carribean, at Aparecida, told us to ‘continue working in the evangelization effort of the Church, called to make all her members disciples and missionaries of Christ – the Way, the Truth, and the Life – so that our people may have life in Him.’ This refers to the people on this continent, however, thanks to a greater understanding of the Christian commitment to solidarity and positive missionary activity in the various Missionary Congresses, we are opening ourselves more and more as a continent to all humanity. Our Pastors, in light of the new situations in Latin America and worldwide, call us to renew our efforts in evangelization, to make deep reflections, and to re-launch our mission as a Church with fidelity and audacity. That is why they are encouraging us to grow, mature, and strengthen our faith, to begin from Christ, to remind all Christians ‘that, by virtue of their Baptism, they are called to be disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ” and from our continent bear witness to the entire world. Thus, I think that the Aparecida motto perfectly expresses what our pastoral ministers expect from this Congress: that from our continent we hope to be, with all authenticity, disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ so that our people may have life in Him.

What are the expectations, as far as the number of participants and their places of origin? 

Over 3,000 people, missionaries from all the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe, are expected. With that in mind, we will live the Congress with the missionary dimension of the Church that will allow us to enter into communion with the entire Church in the Americas and the Universal Church. For us, in Ecuador, it is important that we welcome and listen to the missionaries who will come to visit us. With their experiences, they will help us to enter into a permanent state of discipleship and reach out more to the other peoples and cultures of the world, and their needs. The people who will be staying in our parishes and in our homes will share their experiences and reflections on the faith, and this will be an important source of enrichment not only for us, but also for them.

At the end of the Congress, there will be a launching of the Great Continental Mission. What is it that led the Bishops to organize this Great Mission? What fruits are expected from it, in regards to the renewal of the Church in Latin America?

Yes, at the end of the Congress, we will have a special ceremony for launching the Great Continental Mission and all the Presidents of the 22 Bishops’ Conferences are invited to attend. For us it is a great source of support and encouragement, a gift that the CELAM has given us. Benedict XVI’s invitation in Aparecida was clear: “begin a new era for the missionary Church in Latin America and the Caribbean, beginning with this Fifth General Conference of Aparecida.” We have already taken steps in Latin America, but the Aparecida Document offers us an opportunity to begin new pastoral activities and invites us to confront the world’s challenges. Thus, I thinks that it will be a moment of profound renewal of our rich Church experience on the continent. It is also an invitation to us to not lose our missionary spirit, but rather to perfect it and mature it in accords with the new demands of our times. Creativity is needed to find the answers to the many and constantly changing challenges that reality presents us with and that demand new missionary activity.

We already know that the problems and difficulties that we live on this continent, as in the rest of the world today, are many and complex, and it is not easy to find a solution. With this in mind, the Holy Father spoke to us in his Opening Address of the fundamental question on the way in which the Church, illuminated by faith in Christ, should react in the face of these challenges. They concern us all. This is what we are hoping for in this Mission.

The fruits that we can hope for will come through the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ offering today to our people, and the basic content of this mission, is fullness of life for all. And we are all called to live a life of mission, on fire with the announcement of Jesus, the Truth from the Father. We should be able to make Christ’s Light shine in the world today and offer others paths of new life through our own life and testimony. This requires unity on our part, to offer the world an authentic testimony and a service of hope to the smallest among us. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/7/2008)
VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev. Nicola Bux and Rev. Salvatore Vitiello - Handing on the faith to the younger generations
Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Pope said recently in Australia addressing leaders of other Christian Churches and communions: “As we promote Christian values, we must not neglect to proclaim their source by giving a common witness to Jesus Christ the Lord. It is he who commissioned the apostles, he whom the prophets preached, and he whom we offer to the world.” (Benedict XVI, Meeting with leaders of other Christian Churches and communions 18 July 2008).

We all know that after the Council both in the missionary field and the pastoral field a strange idea began to spread that Christ should only be announced after people's problems have been solved, or, in the case of young people, the announcement should be an educative proposal. A theory which would appear to be consequential to the anonymous Christianity of Karl Rahner. Except that that St Paul tried it in the public square and we all know what happened. On the same subject the president of the Italian Bishops' Conference, Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, says: “The announcement of Christ is not a final completion, the event which ends the journey. It is the foundation. It is the educative, visible and concrete reference. That Christ's appeal is the beginning of an educative path - not as an academic method, but as a total experience - is clear to everyone. It is impact with that appeal which causes a profound jolt, an intuition in the face of the demands of life. And this triggers a movement of conversion, a journey; the feeling that the fullness of the human person lies therein ” (Tracce, n 7,2008, p 113). 

We either trust in the power of Jesus Christ - and Christ crucified - as did Paul after his unsuccessful experience in the public square in Athens, or give greater value to our own wisdom and methodology. We may then understand what the Pope wished to say to the Italian Bishops in plenary assembly in May this year, when he said that for the Church the educative challenge coincides with handing on the faith to the young generations: man only knows himself when he encounters Christ, Vittorino rhetorician in ancient Rome was known to say. The announcement of Christ is one, even when it is an announcement for one who has dedicated his life to Christ in missionary work and the priesthood. The announcement of Jesus, true God, 'made man for us men and for our salvation', contains and reveals the fullest concept of the human person.

John Paul II taught this all through his 27 years of pontificate, beginning with his first encyclical Redemptor hominis (1978) , where he cites the well known passage of Gaudium et spes 22: “"The truth is that only in the mystery of the Incarnate Word does the mystery of man take on light … Christ the new Adam, in the very revelation of the mystery of the Father and of his love, fully reveals man to himself …… For, by his Incarnation, he, the son of God, in a certain way united himself with each man.” (n 8).

Priests and missionaries know that to be faithful to their proper call which is not to be social workers, they must announce, not the latest values, even if they are justice and peace, instead they must announce Jesus. They are not unionists charged with organising pro-justice marches and initiatives, instead they are ministers of reconciliation, charged with extending the Church as the home of reconciled men and women. The only way to make the world more human is to extend the Church. The importance of this to ensure that young people are not misguided in the educative path will be clear to every bishop who has shouldered his task to be a doctor and a teacher who exhorts, corrects, encourages and warns. 

Handing on the faith to the younger generations means in a word, returning to the tradition: which in the catechumenate is emphasised in the symbols of the Creed and in the Our Father and which in actual fact means handing on Jesus Christ as the very meaning of life – He told us “I am the way, the truth and the life” – from which even the smallest fragment of the universe, sensible or supernatural, draws its value. Let adults – priests – be aware of their grave responsibility. (Agenzia Fides 24/7/2008)
EUROPE/SPAIN - Agenzia Fides interviews the Bishop of Cuenca: “The Church’s role in attending persons from the outside cannot be reduced to charitable services alone, although this is needed. The manner of confronting the immigration issue cannot be limited to Caritas. The Church’s mission is to evangelize.”

Excerpt from the Encyclical Redemptoris Missio: “Among the great changes taking place in the contemporary world, migration has produced a new phenomenon: non-Christians are becoming very numerous in traditionally Christian countries, creating fresh opportunities for contacts and cultural exchanges, and calling the Church to hospitality, dialogue, assistance and, in a word, fraternity. Among migrants, refugees occupy a very special place and deserve the greatest attention. Today there are many millions of refugees in the world and their number is constantly increasing. They have fled from conditions of political oppression and inhuman misery, from famine and drought of catastrophic proportions. The Church must make them part of her overall apostolic concern. Finally, we may mention the situations of poverty - often on an intolerable scale - which have been created in not a few countries, and which are often the cause of mass migration. The community of believers in Christ is challenged by these inhuman situations: the proclamation of Christ and the kingdom of God must become the means for restoring the human dignity of these people.” (RM, 37)

Cuenca (Agenzia Fides) – Spain. Here we are in the land depicted by Miguel de Cervantes: surrounded by old windmills, now completely restored, and brand-new gigantic windmills used for energy. In Cuenca, we are met by the Bishop, His Excellency Jose Maria Yanguas Sanz. We are here to speak about “immigration and the evangelization of peoples.” Not long ago, people left these Spanish lands with suitcases in their hands bound for unknown lands, in search of a hopeful future and a new life, on paths that had already been trodden by many missionaries with their habit, Crucifix, and Gospel. Today, there are more people arriving than departing. They come from the north and south, entire families from unknown lands, parents in search of what they have never experienced in their native lands. The town of Cuenca is beautiful. Medieval-style. Small cobblestone streets and palaces with shields on display. 

It’s a Sunday. A Church is holding a wedding in one of the languages of eastern Europe. Meanwhile, in the stately Cathedral, the Bishop enters in procession, followed by his people. Families full of devotion. Tourists behind a rail taking photos; later some of them join in the songs and prayers. The aroma of incense. Light breaks through the stained-glass windows. The organ. Everything leads you live the Mass with devotion. Everyone reaches their places in order. The pews are full. Some people remain standing in the vestibule. Two children run in and settle down at the foot of the altar. They appear as two angels sent from Heaven. They remain there until the end of the liturgy. Their silence, their composure, remind us of the pearl of innocence that we have lost. They are clearly two non-Europeans: children of immigrants. It was not easy locating the Bishop after the Mass. Everyone wants to have a word with him and a blessing for their children and themselves. A word of comfort for those who could not participate. There is a numerous crowd and if it were not for the crosier that rises above them all, it would be very difficult finding the way to the Sacristy. We walk in. The Bishop, who is removing his liturgical vestments, looks at us kindly and says: “The Cathedral is your house and the house of all.” He says: “Please, have a seat.” His words are not mere courtesy, but a sign of fatherly affection. The person before us is not only an authority; he is a Bishop, an Apostle. More than an interview, it is a dialogue that will leave us enriched and with a lesson in hand. 

Agenzia Fides: Your Excellency, today, the immigration phenomenon is taking on dimensions that until recently were unknown. It is a phenomenon that has implications for the Church and in her missionary dimension in all its aspects, primarily in the Evangelization of Peoples. In the past, it mainly involved peoples who, from their native lands of Christian tradition, migrated to lands where – if I may say so – our missionaries had traveled beforehand, with their courage, decision, and zealous love for spreading the Word of Our Lord. Today, all that has changed. In lands like that of your diocese, people of all different traditions and histories establish their homes. Evangelization is presenting a new challenge. Are we ready? 

Bishop Yanguas: The immigration phenomenon is new for Spain, as is the case in our Diocese of Cuenca, as well as in the other European nations. Perhaps it is not as dramatic as in England and France, but it is of course a phenomenon that one can observe on the streets and in Spanish society. It is a phenomenon that has reached impressive proportions in many areas. Up to 10-15 percent.

On the coast of Levante, Spain, immigration is even more evident. It is a challenge for our society in Spain, and for Cuenca in particular. It is a city that had more of a tradition of migration than of immigration; a city that was not accustomed to receiving people from the outside, from other nations, cultures, and continents.

Agenzia Fides: This certainly must also be a great opportunity for the Church in approaching people of other beliefs and cultures, and in facilitating their encounter.

Bishop Yanguas: If immigration is a challenge from a cultural point of view, as well as from a public and economic one, all the more so from a religious standpoint. The Church has been able to respond to this phenomenon, mainly by renewing its services in the area of attending to the people. 

Agenzia Fides: Your Excellency, if I may, the task of attendance to the people can take on many meanings. But, what does it mean especially for the Church?

Bishop Yanguas: Attending to the people means placing ourselves at the disposition of people who have many needs, at the beginning: language and culture. These people are in new workplaces, with difficulties and problems that sometimes involve their basic rights, which are moreover fundamental rights of the person.

The Church’s role in attending persons from the outside cannot be reduced to charitable services alone, although this is needed. The manner of confronting the immigration issue cannot be limited to Caritas. The Church’s mission is to evangelize.

In other moments in history, we have left Europe to go to the new countries on the new continents, with missionaries, to evangelize in those lands. Now, there are many from those lands that come to this “old” continent, to Spain, to this Diocese of Cuenca, and the Church should respond to this challenge to evangelize.

Many of them come from countries of Christian tradition and many are Catholic. Others are Orthodox. Others come from northern or sub-Saharan Africa. 

Agenzia Fides: Your Excellency, you yourself have had a wide range of experience not only in pastoral care, but working in Rome, in the heart of the Universal Church. Would you say that we are prepared for this new Evangelization of Peoples here, precisely where Christian roots and traditions are strongest?

Bishop Yanguas: I think that the primary challenge for the Church, the Church in Cuenca, is in preaching to those people who do not share our same faith, the Christian faith, announcing the Gospel to them. They are people that come to a country of ancient and rich Christian tradition, rooted in the faith that has been passed down to us by our ancestors. It is a faith that in shapes and forms has reached technical and artistic altitudes in their diverse modes of expression.

These new citizens that reach our lands, also come with their own values and cultures. The attitude towards all these people should be one of openness. This implies an exchange, receiving the best of each culture.

And better thing can we offer from our culture, from our historical inheritance, than our faith?

And behold, the need to proclaim it and transmit it to our brothers, to these new citizens, transmit that inheritance and tradition that is depicted in works of art, and that has been the catalyst in the development of our societies. 

Agenzia Fides: But, how can all this take place on a practical level, given the differences. Aren’t there declared hostilities on the part of certain cultures?

Bishop Yanguas: The challenge of the new immigration issues demand new programs and modes of acting, that can offer – at the same time – a cordial, sincere, loyal, Christian care and a proclamation of the Christian faith that is joyful, heartfelt, and earnest. 

It would be an error, a great error, to think of one universal culture or religion that would suit everyone. No. I think that what our times demand, as always, is fidelity to our roots – fidelity to our faith, which is a sincere, joyful, and familiar testimony, aware of the fact that it is a good for all humanity, that the truth of Jesus Chris is above all other truth, that surpasses any other reality in man’s heart. The meaning of “person,” the fundamental rights of the person, the dignity of the person, natural law, are all one in the same. 

All this forms a very important part of Western tradition, of those Christian roots in our tradition, in which can be inserted the individual values of those who come to us. This is the means of reaching the heights of those noble values that these people can bring with them. I repeat that, in my opinion, this situation is a wonderful opportunity to demonstrate charity, but it also presents an also-wonderful opportunity to preach the faith to these brothers of ours who come in search of a better means of survival.

Agenzia Fides: Thank you, Your Excellency, and may God be with you and with – if I may repeat your words – your “Splendid Community,” in your ministry. (written from Cuenca, by Luca de Mata) 

Biographical Sketch: Jose Maria Yanguas Sanz was born October 26, 1947 in Alberite (La Rioja), Diocese of Calahorra y La Calzada (Logroño, Spain). In 1971, he completed ecclesiastical studies in the Seminary of Calahorra and was ordained a priest on June 19, 1971 for the Diocese of Calahorra. In 1978, he earned a Doctorate in Theology from the University of Navarra, and in 1991, one in Philosophy from the same university. Following his priestly ordination, he ministered as follows: 1971-1972: assistant in various parishes of Logroño; 1972-1976: Professor of Theology a the University of Navarra; 1976-1981: adjunct professor of Dogmatic Theology at the same university; 1981-1989: adjunct professor of Moral Theology; 1988-1989: member of the Research Directors’ Committee of the Theology Department; 1971-1989: pastoral assistant in the parish of Saint Nicholas in Pamplona (Spain) for one academic year, and in various parishes of Logroño during the summer vacations; 1989-2001: appointment to the Congregation of Bishops; 2001-2006: Office Director of the Congregation of Bishops. On December 23, 2005, he was appointed Bishop of Cuenca. He was ordained a Bishop in the Cathedral of Cuenca and is installed in the Diocese, February 25, 2006. (1-to be continued) (Agenzia Fides 24/7/2008)
VATICAN - Communique from the Holy See Press Office on the audience granted by the Holy Father to the Prime Minister of the Republic of Iraq

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The following communique was released on July 25 by the Holy See Press Office: "Today in the Apostolic Palace of Castelgandolfo, the Holy Father Benedict XVI received in audience Nouri Kamel Al-Maliki, prime minister of the Republic of Iraq. The prime minister had earlier met with Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. and Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States.

The discussions, which took place in a cordial atmosphere, provided an opportunity to examine a number of fundamental aspects of the situation in Iraq, also taking into account the regional situation. Particular attention was given to the question of the many Iraqi refugees, both inside and outside the country, who are in need of assistance, also with a view to their hoped-for return. Renewed condemnation was expressed for the violence that continues to hit various parts of the country almost daily, not sparing the Christian communities which strongly feel the need for greater security.

The hope was expressed that Iraq may definitively discover the road to peace and development through dialogue and co-operation among all ethnic and religious groups, including minorities, which, while respecting their respective identities and in a spirit of reconciliation and of searching for the common good, together undertake the moral and civil reconstruction of the country. In this context, the importance of inter-religious dialogue was reiterated, as a way to religious understanding and civil coexistence. The prime minister invited the Holy Father to visit Iraq.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/7/2008)
VATICAN - Statement from Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, on the immigration emergency in Italy

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Before leaving for Washington, D.C., where he will participate in the National Migration Conference (July 28-31) organized by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, issued the following statement regarding the immigration emergency situation in Italy: 

“In order to properly weigh the goodness of the ‘emergency’ initiative in the appreciated balance between reception and security, the contents of the decisions should be examined. In itself, ‘emergency’ is not a negative term in itself because there may be means that take into account the current income from countries that would be in need of protection (e.g. Sudan, Somalia, Eritrea) in terms of the approved international legislation for refugees and those seeking asylum. The owner of a house, forgive the example, also finds himself in a state of ‘emergency’ if two guests suddenly show up on his doorstep, and yet he will try to accommodate them as best he can. What is sought in terms of the general disposition is, therefore, respect for human rights for all immigrant workers and their families, as well as respect for the international laws being implemented in Italy, in as much as they apply to refugees, those seeking asylum, ex-patriots, the Rom and Sinti and all other gypsy families, as well as those who are objects/subjects in human trafficking.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/7/2008)
VATICAN - “Populorum Progressio” Foundation approves 200 new service projects for farmers and indigenous populations of Latin America

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The annual meeting of the Administrative Council of the “Populorum Progressio” Foundation took place July 9-11 in the city of Guadalajara (Mexico). According to a communique issued by the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum,” 230 projects presented over the course of 2008 were examined by missionaries and groups working in Latin America and the Caribbean. 200 of them were approved.

Indigenous peoples and farmers form a high percentage of the population in Latin America. The rapid rate of urbanization of the continent and the imposition of the post-modern culture have isolated these people from the social context and from the advancements to which others have had access. Thus, they have been subjected to a widespread marginalization and lack of protection, many times losing their lands in an unjust manner. The efforts of the ecclesial community in defending and protecting these people have been generously supported by the recent Pontiffs. Proof of this concern is the 1992 institution of the “Populorum Progressio” Pontifical Foundation, by John Paul II. 

The Administrative Council of the Foundation, made up of seven members (six Bishops of Latin American countries and one representing the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum”), in their meeting in Guadalajara, analyzed the various different social-political situations in the countries represented, within the pastoral context of the entire continent. There were also a new President and Vice-President of the Council elected, according to the Foundation’s Statutes. Elected for a three-year term were President Cardinal Juan Sandoval Iñiguez and Vice-President Archbishop Edmundo Luis Abastoflor Montero of La Paz (Bolivia).

230 projects costing about $2,687,000 USD were presented. Upon revision, the Council approved a total of 200 projects, costing $2,108,300 USD. Presenting the largest number of initiatives was Brazil (39), followed by Colombia (35), Peru (27), and Ecuador (18). A large part of the sum to be distributed has been contributed by the Catholic Church in Italy and its Bishops’ Conference. The Foundation is pondering the idea of including benefactors from the Americas, in order to increase and diversify the source of income. Since February 13, 1992, the day on which the Holy Father John Paul II established the Foundation, up until this year, it has been able to contribute over 24 million USD, distributed among over 2,200 projects. 

The projects that are presented by the Foundation are prepared by the various ecclesial communities and pastoral groups of many Dioceses, approved by their Bishop, and lastly, examined by the Administrative Council. They are geared towards overall development of peoples and correspond to the following divisions: 29.9% to agricultural production and micro-businesses; 33.2% to the projects of community infrastructure: drinking water, fencing, lavatories, and community structures; 19.46% for building schools, housing, and medical dispensaries; 12.30% for education: professional formation, communication, equipment, publications; and 5.14% for health care projects: health care materials and personnel training.

At the end of the intense meetings held every day, the Mass was celebrated in the various parishes throughout the Archdiocese of Guadalajara and at the Sanctuary of Zapopan, demonstrating the nature and purpose of the Foundation in each one of these places. They were also able to meet, for an exchange of ideas, with the municipal and regional authorities of the city of Guadalajara and the State of Jalisco. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/7/2008)

EUROPE/ITALY - Message from the Italian Bishops’ Conference for Thanksgiving Day in Italy 2008: “The path from availability to distribution is the main means to resolving the food crisis with justice.”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “The Gospel reminds us that bread given to the poor is bread given to Jesus Himself. He takes it from us, transforms it, and the multiplies it and fills it with a new energy: it is the ‘daily bread’ that the Lord taught us to ask for, from the Father.” These are the opening words of the Message for Thanksgiving Day in Italy 2008, which will be celebrated on Sunday, November 9. The Message is entitled “I was hungry and you gave me food.” (Mt. 25:35), and was issued by the Italian Bishops' Commission for Social and Labor Questions and Justice and Peace.

The Message continues, saying: “Man’s dialogue with God also includes the request for a basic need like bread. Likewise, Christ was inspired by many of the characteristics of rural life in proclaiming the Kingdom of God. The Church, following the teachings of the Gospel, does not only pray ‘give us this day our daily bread,’ but in following the Lord’s example with the crowd, in the multiplication of the loaves and the fish, she makes every effort, through numerous initiatives at the service of mankind and in promotion of equal distribution, to make sure that no one lacks what they need to live.”

The message mentions the current phenomenon, which is a drama lived by many, of the uncontrolled rise in the price of food, and indicates that “the human race is experiencing a food crisis that is no longer limited, as it was in the past, to certain areas of the planet, but has even extended to include those populations that not long ago were considered immune from such a risk.” This crisis has concrete causes: “climate changes, with repeated droughts and floods in the areas of cereal production, the increase in demand for cereals and feed on the part of developing nations, less investment in cereals and more focus on bio-fuels, the rise in the cost and in financial speculation of fuel and alimentary goods.”

Having determined the causes, there needs to be an effort made in finding the proper instruments to resolve this situation of injustice, taking into account several basic reference points: firstly, “the principle of universal distribution of goods that offer a basic foundation, whether it be moral or cultural, so as to untie this complex ‘knot’ that binds the environmental crisis with poverty.” “The example of Jesus with the multiplication of the loaves and the fish that were offered by an unknown boy (cf. Jn. 6:9) clearly shows that the path from availability to distribution is the main means to resolving the food crisis with justice.” 

“With the means available to modern man,” the Message continues, “it is morally unacceptable that there are still thousands of people dying of starvation, left without the basic good of access to food.” The text later recalls the various statements of the Holy Father on the world food crisis, encouraging all people to try their best “to contribute to solving this problem, supporting the role of the small farmers in developing nations, giving a boost to local and regional markets, denouncing the political monopolies of the large agricultural industries, and promoting the welfare of the rural families, especially the women.”

The Message concludes with a reverent gaze in adoration towards the Eucharist: “the one who is nourished on the Bread of Christ cannot remain indifferent before the one who, even in our day, is deprived of daily bread, in the sure hope that the prayer of the just will not remain unheard.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 28/7/2008)
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