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FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE

Instrumentum mensis Iunii

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus IV – Numerus VI, Iunius A.D. MMVIII

Among the numerous audiences the Holy Father granted in the month of June, special mention should be made of his meeting on 2 June with pilgrims from the archdiocese of Turin, northern Italy accompanied by the Archbishop of Turin, Cardinal Poletto, during which the Pope announced a special exposition of the Holy Shroud in the Spring of 2010 “that we may contemplate that mysterious face which speaks silently to the hearts of men and women calling them to recognise it as the face of God”; the audience on 7 June to participants the 6th  European Symposium of University Professors whom the Pope encouraged to “broaden the horizons of rationality”, and emphasised the need “promote high profile academic centres, where philosophy can dialogue with the other disciplines”. 

Whereas among the Holy Father's message in that same month, we recall: on 3 June to the FAO World Food Security Conference in which the Pope affirmed once again: “ hunger and malnutrition are unacceptable in a world that, in reality, disposes of production levels, resources and sufficient knowledge to put an end to these dramas and their consequences”; the letter sent on 12 June to participants at the 7th General Assembly of the Catholic Bible Federation: “ It is only Christ, the eternal Word of the living God, who through the Holy Spirit, can open our minds to understand the Scriptures”; a letter on 21 June for the 25th anniversary of the ordination as Bishop of the Pope's Vicar for Rome diocese, Cardinal Camillo Ruini. On the same day a message to young people gathered in Quebec Canada to take part in the 49th International Eucharistic Congress, in which the Pope reminded them of the real presence of Christ in the Eucharistic Bread “ Christ is really, totally and substantially present. It is therefore in the mystery of the Eucharist, at Mass and during silent adoration before the Blessed Sacrament". 

During the month the Pope granted private audiences to Catholic Bishops' Conferences on a regular five yearly ad limina visits coming from Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Honduras and from Hong Kong and Macau. 

On 9 June the Holy Father went to his Cathedral, the Basilica of St John in the Lateran. to inaugurate the Annual Conference of the diocese of Rome, this time on the theme: “Jesus is risen: educating to hope in prayer, in action and in suffering ”. Then at the weekend, 14 and 15 June, the Pope made a pastoral visit to Santa Maria di Leuca and Brindisi. 

On 28 June, the vigil of Saints Peter and Paul at St Paul's Basilica the Pope was joined by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I and representatives of other Churches and communions, to celebrate 1st Vespers of the Feast and to open the specially convoked 'Year of St Paul'. The next day, Sunday 29 June, in St Peter's Basilica the Pope celebrated the traditional Mass for the imposition of the Pallium on the shoulders of some forty new Catholic Archbishops from all over the world. The Pallium, since early Christian times a symbol of unity and communion, is worn by the Archbishop when he celebrates Mass in his own archdiocese.

Finally, the Pope launched heartfelt appeals in June: calling on the 19 for “longed for peace and stability and respect for basic human rights in” in Lebanon and Iraq and on the 27 "for the life of the Catholic Church in China".


SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 June 2008 – Angelus

2 June 2008 – Audience with pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Turin

3 June 2008 – Message to FAO World Food Security Conference  in Rome

4 June 2008 – General Audience

6 June 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei on ad limina visit 7 June 2008 – Audience with participants at Plenary of Pont. Council for Interreligious Dialogue

7 June 2008 – Audience with participants at 6th European Symposium for University Professors

8 June 2008 – Angelus

9 June 2008 – Audience with the community of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy

9 June 2008 – Discourse to open Annual Meeting of the Diocese of Rome
11 June 2008 – General Audience

12 June 2008 –  Audience with Bishops of Bangladesh on ad limina visit

12 June 2008 – Letter to participants 7th Catholic Biblical Federation General Assembly

14 June 2008 –Pastoral Visit Santa Maria di Leuca, Brindisi –Santa Maria Shrine de finibus terrae

14 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit Santa Maria di Leuca, Brindisi – Meeting with youth and other citizens

15 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit Santa Maria di Leuca, Brindisi – outdoor Mass at Brindisi  Port

15 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit Santa Maria di Leuca, Brindisi –Angelus

15 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit Santa Maria di Leuca, Brindisi – Meeting with the local clergy 

18 June 2008 – General Audience 19 June 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Pakistan ad limina visit

19 June 2008 – Audience to members of aid agencies for Eastern Catholic Churches ROACO

20 June 2008 – Audience participants International Catholic Radio Directors Congress promoted by Pontifical Council for Social Communications

21 June 2008 – Message to young participants at 49th International Eucharistic Congress in Quebec
21 June 2008 – Letter to Cardinal Ruini marking 25th  anniversary of this ordination as Bishop

22 June 2008 – Angelus

22 June 2008 – Homily via satellite during Mass at the close of the International Eucharistic Congress

25 June 2008 – Greetings for first Malayalam issue of weekly Osservatore Romano English edition 

25 June 2008 – General Audience

26 June 2008 – Audience with Catholic Bishops of Honduras on ad limina visit

27 June 2008 – Audience with Catholic Bishops of Hong Kong and Macau on ad limina visit

28 June 2008 – Audience with Patriarch Ecumenical Bartholomew I

28 June 2008 – First Vespers of the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul

29 June 2008 –Eucharistic Celebration on the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul

29 June 2008 – Angelus

30 June 2008 – Audience with new Archbishops


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
QUAESTIONES

QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul - AFRICA/CAMEROON - Bishops' Pastoral Letter on the Year of St Paul: “ imitating St Paul, we must mobiles our energies for evangelisation”

The Year of St Paul – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Bishop of Zarate-Campana: “the Pauline Year is a perfect time to confirm our faith, grow in the testimony of life, and reaffirm our belonging to the Church.”

The Year of Saint Paul - ASIA/JAPAN - Bishops' annual assembly agenda: Martyrs Beatification Mass, commitment for pace, Year of St Paul initiatives
The Year of Saint Paul – EUROPE/PORTUGAL - Initiatives for the Year of St Paul: catechesis " Walking the Year with St Paul ", liturgical handbooks, study meetings and a travelling exhibition

The Year of Saint Paul - EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Bishop of Cartagena on the Pauline Year: a time of conversion, an opportune moment to speak of vocations, a time for missions and renewal

Appeals – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - "The behaviour of Mugabe and his supporters is an offence against God: harsh condemnation from Cardinal Napier Archbishop of Durban

. It is understandable that the MDC wishes to protect the lives of its supporters and others who are being 

Appeals – ASIA/SRI LANKA - More fighting and victims in the North: the Church renews her appeal for an end to the violence

Calamities – ASIA/PHILIPPINES - Typhoon Fengshen hits the Philippines; the Church’s aid efforts

Manila (Agenzia Fides) – The victims’ toll for Typhoon Fengshen, that recently hit the western coast of the 

Calamities – ASIA/CHINA - “Evangelizing in the midst of desperate people”: Chinese Catholics touched and encouraged by the Pope, who once again has invited the world to pray for China and has sent a personal donation

Education – EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Archbishop of Toledo on the obligatory course, “Education for Citizenship” scheduled for the coming academic year: “it is just that you, parents, use all legitimate means in your power to defend your right to determine the moral education of your children.”

Food Emergency – EUROPE/ITALY - FAO Conference: the alarming statistics on the world food crisis. Climate changes, rise in fuel costs and speculative activity are the central points of the meeting

WYD – ASIA/INDIA - Some 1,000 young Indian Catholics in Sydney for World Youth Day
WYD – OCEANIA/SAMOA ISLANDS - Samoan youth preparing for WYD in Sydney

Among those carrying out a service of support and encouragement of the youth on their path to Christian and

Migrants – VATICAN - “That a true pastoral care and welcome to families of migrants and itinerant people might be the hallmark of the attitude and praxis of the Church towards people in mobility.” Concluding Communiqué from the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People.

Migrants – AMERICA/MEXICO - 1st Meeting of Bishops of Mexico, United States and Central America on the issue of illegal immigration and respect for the human rights of immigrants
Mission – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Catholic Bishops of the Brazil-Bolivia frontier region discuss drug trafficking, prison pastoral care, Great Continental Mission and the Amazon Region

Mission – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - First Regional Encounter of Lay Missionaries: “being a lay missionary means sharing our commitment with a Church with a missionary nature.”

Mission – EUROPE/SPAIN - After two years, “Misión Joven” concludes in Madrid with a consecration to the Heart of Jesus in Cerro de los Angeles

The Holy Mass - AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Archdiocese of Caracas recalls that Mass is to be celebrated with deep respect and in full communion with the diocesan and the universal Church. It should never serve for political interpretations or manipulation

greatest treasure, the Sacrament of unity and bond of charity among all believers ”, Mass is to be celebrated “ 

Life - AMERICA/MEXICO - March for Life: “True laicism is that which listens to reason, not one that is dominated by irrational imposition of a political nature.”

Life – AMERICA/EL SALVADOR - Members of Congress in El Salvador unanimously sign the “Book of Life,” promising to defend life from conception to natural death.

Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - The Archbishop of Quito states: “A Catholic cannot be pro-abortion"
Life – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - Bishops’ statement condemns embryonic stem cell research: “true service to humanity begins with respect for each and every human life.”

Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Bishops against abortion: “Our Constitution would be polluted with inhumanity were the state to demonstrate inadmissible indifference with regard to the deliberate killing of the unborn child ”

Consecrated Life – ASIA/BANGLADESH - results and recognition for Catholic consecrated life in Bangladesh

Vocations – EUROPE/ITALY - Sunday 29 June in Rome ordination to the priesthood of 34 Legionaries from 10 different countries

SUPER QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/KENYA - “Include migrants in the local pastoral ministry, for an increasingly ‘catholic’ Church”: address given by Cardinal Martino at the African Meeting on migration

VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The Heart of Mary

EUROPE/ITALY - Strengthening the network on a national and regional level, creating an international network to face up to the treatment of human beings. “I do not think that any country can wash its hands of the issue,” Sr. Victoria Gonzales de Castejon tells Fides

AFRICA/SOMALIA - “The commitment of the international community is fundamental in bringing peace back to Somalia,” the Apostolic Administrator of Mogadishu tells Fides, following the cease-fire signing
ASIA/BANGLADESH - The Church in Bangladesh at the service of the nation, with a missionary vision. Agenzia Fides’ interviews Archbishop Paulinus Costa of Dacca, President of the Bangladesh Bishops’ Conference.

AFRICA/GHANA - “Promote human and Christian development, and support a system of self-reliance for our Church.” The Apostolic Prefect of Donkorkrom dialogues with Agenzia Fides one year after his installation.

ASIA/PAKISTAN - “The difficulties and pressures do not discourage us,” Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan, tells Fides

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - A call to Christocentrism

ASIA/PAKISTAN - The Christian faith is alive in the desert of Baluchistan: Agenzia Fides interviews the Apostolic Prefect of Quetta

ASIA/MYANMAR - “Compassion is the common religion in Post-Nargis Myanmar,” the Archbishop of Yangon tells Agenzia Fides

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Pius XII and Catholic doctrine: if we cannot promote and defend it, we cannot diffuse it

ASIA/TURKEY - “In an atmosphere of ecumenism and dialogue, the Church in Turkey will open the Pauline Year, on June 21”: Agenzia Fides talks with the Secretary of the Turkish Catholic Bishops’ Conference

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 June 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus invites all: “to renew his devotion to the Sacred Heart of Christ,” that expresses in a simple and authentic way the “glad tidings” of love and makes another appeal for the people of China and Myanmar

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the first Sunday and first day of the month of June, the Holy Father Benedict XVI dedicated his address prior to the recitation of the Angelus with the faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s Square, to the devotion of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, normally celebrated with special dedication during the month of June. The Heart of Christ, the Pope said, is “a symbol of the Christian faith that is dear to the faithful, to the mystics and to theologians because it expresses in a simple and authentic way the ‘glad tidings’ of love, summarizing the mystery of the Incarnation and the Redemption in itself.” After recalling the liturgical feasts that have followed Easter, Benedict XVI pointed out that “this succession of feasts brings to mind a movement toward the center: a movement of the Spirit that is guided by God himself. From the infinite horizon of his love, in fact, God desired to enter into the limits of history and the human condition, he took on a body and a heart; thus we can contemplate and meet the infinite in the finite, the mystery of the invisible and ineffable human heart of Jesus, the Nazarene.” The “center of the faith” is Christ’s pierced side, which is “also the font of the hope in which we have been saved”: these two themes were both addressed in depth in Benedict XVI’s two encyclicals. 

The Pope continued, “Every person needs a ‘center’ in his life, a source of truth and goodness to draw from in the flux of the different situations of everyday life and its toil. Everyone of us, when he pauses for a moment of silence, needs to feel not only the beating of his own heart, but more deeply, the beating of a trustworthy presence, perceptible to the senses of faith and yet more real: the presence of Christ, heart of the world. And so I invite everyone to renew his devotion to the Sacred Heart of Christ in the month of June, making use of the traditional prayer of the offering of the day and keeping in mind the intentions that I have proposed to the whole Church.” Before reciting the Angelus, the Pope once again invoked the Virgin Mary’s maternal intercession for “the people of China and Myanmar, stricken by natural disasters, and for those who are dealing with the many situations of suffering, of sickness and material and spiritual misery that mark the journey of humanity.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

2 June 2008 – Audience with pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Turin

VATICAN - In the audience with pilgrims from the Archdiocese of Turin, the Pope announces another “solemn exposition of the Shroud” in 2010: “to contemplate that mysterious face which silently speaks to the hearts of men, inviting them to recognize therein the face of God.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On June 2, in the Paul VI Audience Hall, the Holy Father Benedict XVI received participants in a pilgrimage from the Archdiocese of Turin, led by the city’s Archbishop, Cardinal Severino Poletto, on the occasion of the conclusion of the spiritual and pastoral path made by the diocese during the last several years. The Pope took the opportunity to announce that there will be another Solemn Exposition of the Shroud in the Spring of 2010. Greeting the pilgrims, the Holy Father offered, “a word of special spiritual closeness and solidarity” to the people of Pinerolo and Cuneo, suffering the effects of recent flooding: “I assure you of my special prayer to the Lord for you, that He may so support those who are struggling to face the grave natural calamity.”

Reflecting on the path of the Diocese from 1999 until today, the Holy Father said, “This ecclesial itinerary has made you protagonists in a wide-ranging apostolic and missionary activities, based on intense spiritual movement which focuses above all on the Sunday Eucharist, on weekly Eucharistic adoration and on the rediscovery of the importance of the Sacrament of Penance. Inspired by the sincere desire for a ‘renewal of the first evangelization,’ you have sought to draw close to those who are 'furthest away,' extending the boundaries of pastoral charity and every parish community. This missionary commitment has become even more deeply shared in the current pastoral year, the year of 'Redditio fidei', and has its culmination in the solemn profession of faith you proclaimed together this morning at the tomb of the Prince of the Apostles.”

Regarding the Diocese’s upcoming commitments – the coming pastoral year will be dedicated to the Word of God and the next year, to the contemplation of the mystery of Christ’s Passion – the Holy Father affirmed, “in these circumstances, I am delighted to accept the wishes of your Archbishop, giving my consent so that in the spring of 2010 there may be another 'Solemn Exposition of the Shroud.’” It will provide an appropriate moment to contemplate that mysterious Face which silently speaks to the hearts of men, inviting them to recognize therein the face of God, who ‘so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him may not die, but have eternal life’ (Jn. 3:16).” 

At the close of his address, the Pope encouraged the pilgrims of Turin saying, “Do not be afraid to trust in Christ: He alone can satisfy the deepest desires of the human spirit. May no difficulty or obstacle hinder your love for the Gospel of Christ! If Jesus is the centre of your families, of your parishes and of all communities, you will feel His living presence, and unity and communion will grow among the various elements of the diocese.” Lastly, he encouraged them to constantly nourish your union with the Lord, in prayer and with the frequent practice of the Sacraments,” and to “ensure continuous Christian formation for young people and for adults” so that your Diocese may distinguish itself for works of charity and for your joint efforts to face the great 'educational challenge' of the new generations.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2008)

3 June 2008 – Message to FAO World Food Security Conference

VATICAN - Benedict XVI’s Message: “Hunger and malnutrition are unacceptable in a world which has, in fact, levels of production, resources and knowledge sufficient to put an end to such dramas and their consequences.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The growing globalization of trade markets does not always favor the availability of food and the systems of productivity are often conditioned by limited structures, as well as protective policies and speculative phenomena that relegate entire peoples to a place outside the processes of development. In light of this situation, there is a need to strongly emphasize the fact that hunger and malnutrition are unacceptable in a world which has, in fact, levels of production, resources and knowledge sufficient to put an end to such dramas and their consequences.” This was what the Holy Father Benedict XVI wrote in his Message, read this morning (June 3) by Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, as representative of the Holy See at the opening session of the “High-Level Conference on World Food Security: the Challenges of Climate Change and Bio-energy” organized by the FAO in Rome. 

The Pope’s Message reiterated what he had stated in his address made during his recent visit to the UN Headquarters in New York (April 18): “there is an urgent need to overcome the ‘paradox of a multilateral consensus that continues to be in crisis because it is still subordinated to the decisions of a few’” and encouraged those involved “to collaborate in an increasingly transparent way with organizations committed to closing the growing divide between rich and poor. I ask you to continue with structural reforms which, at the national level, are indispensable in order to face the problems of underdevelopment, of which hunger and malnutrition are direct consequences.”

Although aware that “all this implies an arduous and complex task,” Benedict XVI insisted that they cannot “remain indifferent to the cries of those who, in different continents, are unable to nourish themselves sufficiently enough to survive... Poverty and malnutrition are not a simple fatality, provoked by adverse environmental situations or by disastrous natural calamities." The primary right to food “is intrinsically linked to the safeguarding and defense of human life," the Message continues. Therefore, “each person has the right to life. Hence it is necessary to promote the effective implementation of this right, and peoples suffering from lack of food must be helped to become gradually capable of satisfying their own need for healthy and sufficient nourishment.”

Referring to the current problem of rising food prices, the Pontiff called for "new strategies to fight against poverty and to promote rural development. This should be carried out through structural reform processes which enable the challenges posed by security and by climate change to be faced. In addition, food availability should be increased, including productivity of small-scale farmers and guaranteeing their access to the market. The global increase in agricultural production will, nonetheless, be effective only if accompanied by the effective distribution of that production, and if it is primarily destined to satisfying essential needs.”

This path, which is certainly not an easy one, would allow among other things, to a “rediscovery of the value of the rural family...as well us, from an economic standpoint, the assurance of an effective and loving attention towards the weakest and, through the principle of subsidiarity it would allow for a direct role in the process of distribution and commercialization of agricultural products used for food production, thus reducing the cost of the intermediary efforts and favoring small-scale production.”

Benedict XVI concludes by recalling that, “only by protecting the person, is it possible to combat the main cause of hunger, that is, the tendency of man to close himself off to others, that breaks down solidarity, justifies lifestyles of consumerism, and tears the social fabric. It maintains and even deepens the fissure of inequality and neglects the deepest demands of good.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2008)

4 June 2008 – General Audience 

VATICAN - The Holy Father continues his catechesis on Saint Gregory the Great, who wishes “simply to be the mouth of Christ and of his Church on the way that must be followed to reach God.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Once again, in the General Audience held on Wednesday, June 4, the Holy Father Benedict XVI spoke of Saint Gregory the Great, who in spite of his commitments as Bishop of Rome, has left us numerous works, which in succeeding centuries the Church has received with open hands. During his catechesis the Pope said, “In wishing to consider these works briefly, we must note, however, that in his writings, Gregory never seems concerned to delineate ‘his’ doctrine, his originality. Instead, he seeks to echo the traditional teaching of the Church, he wishes simply to be the mouth of Christ and of his Church on the way that must be followed to reach God.”

Reflecting on his exegetical comments, the Pope said that Gregory “a passionate reader of Sacred Scripture,” and maintained that the Christian should not focus so much on “theoretical knowledge, but also daily nourishment for his soul, for his life as a man in this world... Intellectual humility is the main rule for one who seeks to penetrate supernatural realities flowing from the sacred book. Humility, obviously, does not exclude serious study; but in order to make this result in spiritual profit, consenting to truly enter into the profundity of the text, humility remains indispensable. Only with this interior attitude does one finally truly hear and perceive the voice of God. Moreover, when it is a question of the word of God, understanding is nothing if the comprehension does not lead to action.” 

Also, in the “Moral Commentary on Job,” Saint Gregory examines the sacred text text in the three dimensions of the singular meaning of sacred Scripture: the literal dimension, the allegorical dimension and the moral. “But Gregory attributes a clear prevalence to the moral meaning... The moral ideal, he comments, consists in achieving always a harmonious integration between word and action, thought and commitment, prayer and dedication to the duties of one's state: This is the road to attain that synthesis thanks to which the divine descends into man and man is raised to identification with God.”

In his catechesis, Pope Benedict XVI also mentioned the “noteworthy relevance and beauty” of the “Homilies on the Gospel,” that were given by Pope Gregory in churches where "stations" or the feasts of titular martyrs were celebrated. “The inspirational principle, which links together the various addresses, is summarized in the word ‘praedicator’: Not only the minister of God, but also every Christian, has the duty to make himself a "preacher" of what he has experienced in his own interior, following the example of Christ who became man to take to all the proclamation of salvation.”

In his most notable work entitled the “Pastoral Rule,” written in the first years of his pontificate, “Gregory intends to delineate the figure of the ideal bishop, teacher and guide of his flock. To this end he illustrates the gravity of the office of pastor of the Church and the duties it entails... he affirms that the bishop is above all the ‘preacher’ par excellence. As such, he must be above all an example to others, so that his behavior can be a reference point for all. Effective pastoral action requires therefore that he know the recipients and adapt his addresses to each one's situation. Gregory pauses to illustrate the different categories of faithful with acute and precise annotations, which can justify the appraisal of those who have seen in this work a treatise of psychology. From here one understands that he really knew his flock and spoke about everything with the people of his time and of his city.

The great Pontiff, moreover, stresses the daily duty that a pastor has to acknowledge his own misery, so that pride will not render vain -- before the eyes of the supreme Judge -- the good he accomplished. Therefore, the last chapter of the rule is dedicated to humility.” 

The Pope also recalled another important work of St. Gregory, the “Dialogues”: “in which to his friend and deacon Peter, convinced that the customs were now so corrupt so as not to allow for the emergence of saints as in past times, Gregory demonstrates the contrary: Holiness is always possible, even in difficult times.” Thus he recounts the life of contemporary and recently deceased persons, who can well be considered saints, even if not canonized. The account is accompanied by theological and mystical reflections. Book II is entirely dedicated to the figure of Benedict of Nursia, and is the only ancient testimony on the life of the holy monk. 

The Pope continued explaining that, “in the theological design that Gregory develops through his works, the past, present and future are relativized. What counts most of all for him is the entire span of salvific history, which continues to unravel through the dark meanderings of time... According to him, the leaders of the Christian community must be committed to reread events in the light of the word of God. In this respect, the great Pontiff felt the need to guide pastors and faithful in the spiritual itinerary of an illumined and concrete ‘lectio divina,’ placed in the context of their lives.”

The final reflection, the Pope dedicated on the relationship “that Pope Gregory cultivated with the patriarchs of Antioch, Alexandria and Constantinople. He was always concerned with acknowledging and respecting their rights, allowing himself no interference that would limit their legitimate authority.” Due to his profound conviction that humility should be “the fundamental virtue of every bishop,” Gregory wished to be -- this is his expression – “servus servorum Dei.” “His desire was truly to live as a monk, in permanent dialogue with the Word of God, but for love of God, he became the servant of all in a time full of tribulations and sufferings, making himself the ‘servant of the servants.’ Precisely because he was this, he is great and shows us also the measure of true greatness.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 5/6/2008)

6 June 2008 – Audience with Bishops of Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei on ad limina visit 

VATICAN – The Pope addressed the Bishops of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei: “May you experience renewed fervour in the great missionary task for which you, like Saint Paul, have been set apart and called– that of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “By a happy coincidence, your visit to the city of the Apostles Peter and Paul comes at a time when the Church all over the world is preparing to celebrate a year dedicated to Saint Paul, the great Apostle of the Gentiles, on the two-thousandth anniversary of his birth. I pray that you will draw inspiration from the example of this zealous apostle, outstanding teacher, and courageous witness to the truth of the Gospel. Through his intercession, may you experience renewed fervour in the great missionary task for which you, like Saint Paul, have been set apart and called (cf. Gal 1:15-16) – that of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore”. With these words Benedict XVI began his address to Catholic Bishops from Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei in Rome for their ad limina visit to the tombs of the Apostles and to speak with the Pope who received in the Vatican on June 6.

The said he was aware that happily “the peoples of Asia display an intense yearning for God”, but warned that although “the seeds of evangelisation” find fertile soil here “If the faith is to flourish, , it needs to strike deep roots in Asian soil, lest it be perceived as a foreign import, alien to the culture and traditions of your people”. He urged the Bishops to: “to ensure that the Christian Gospel is in no way confused in their minds with secular principles associated with the Enlightenment. On the contrary... You can help them to respond to the urgent challenges posed by the Enlightenment, familiar to Western Christianity for over two centuries, but only now beginning to have a significant impact upon other parts of the world.. While resisting the “dictatorship of positivist reason” that tries to exclude God from public discourse, we should welcome the “true conquests of the Enlightenment” – especially the stress on human rights and the freedom of religion and its practice. By stressing the universal character of human rights, grounded in the dignity of the human person created in God’s image, you carry out an important task of evangelization, since this teaching forms an essential aspect of the Gospel”. 

Mentioning commitment to interreligious dialogue, the Pope encouraged the Bishops to “ carry forward this important work, exploring every avenue open to you”, never being discouraged by difficulties. “In the context of open and honest dialogue with Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and the followers of other religions present in your respective countries - the Holy Father continued - you assist your fellow citizens to recognize and observe the law “written on their hearts” (Rom 2:15) by clearly articulating the truth of the Gospel. In this way, your teaching can reach a wide audience and help to promote a unified vision of the common good. This in turn should help to foster growth in religious freedom and greater social cohesion between members of different ethnic groups, which can only be conducive to the peace and well-being of the entire community.”

The Pope encouraged the Bishops to take special care of their priests: “urge them to rekindle the gift of God that is within them through the laying on of hands (cf. 2 Tim 1:6). Be a father, brother and friend to them, as Paul was to Timothy and to Titus. Lead them by example, showing them the way to imitate Christ, the Good Shepherd”. The Pope said since the Bishops represent some regions "where it is rare for the people to see a priest and others where the people have not yet heard the Gospel”, the formation of lay Catholics is most important, “so that through sound catechesis the scattered children of God can know the hope to which they have been called, “the riches of his glorious inheritance... Tell your catechists, both lay and religious, that I remember them in my prayers, and that I appreciate the enormous contribution they make to the life of the Christian communities in Malaysia, Brunei and Singapore” the Pope concluded. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2008)

7 June 2008 – Audience with participants at Plenary of Pont. Council for Interreligious Dialogue VATICAN - Benedict XVI addresses the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue: “love...urges every believer to listen to the other and seek areas of collaboration. It encourages Christian partners in dialogue with the followers of other religions to propose, but not impose, faith in Christ.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “It is the love of Christ which impels the Church to reach out to every human being without distinction, beyond the borders of the visible Church. The source of the Church’s mission is Divine Love. This love is revealed in Christ and made present through the action of the Holy Spirit. All the Church’s activities are to be imbued with love.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in an audience held with participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, on June 7. “Thus, it is love that urges every believer to listen to the other and seek areas of collaboration. It encourages Christian partners in dialogue with the followers of other religions to propose, but not impose, faith in Christ who is ‘the way, the truth, and the life,’” the Pope said. 

In his speech, the Holy Father mentioned that “through the ministry of the Successors of Peter, including the work of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, and the efforts of local Ordinaries and the People of God throughout the world, the Church continues to reach out to followers of different religions. In this way she gives expression to that desire for encounter and collaboration in truth and freedom.” Human beings seek answers to some of the fundamental existential questions, and “all people have a natural duty and a moral obligation to seek the truth. Once it is known, they are bound to adhere to it and to order their whole lives in accordance with its demands.” 

Benedict XVI also pointed out that “the great proliferation of interreligious meetings around the world today calls for discernment” and was pleased to note that during these days the Plenary Assembly reflected on pastoral orientations for interreligious dialogue, “to which religious leaders living and working in pluralistic societies must pay close attention.” The Pope also emphasized “the need for formation for those who promote interreligious dialogue. If it is to be authentic, this dialogue must be a journey of faith.” It is necessary, therefore, that its promoters be “well formed in their own beliefs and well informed about those of others,” and he encouraged the efforts of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue to organize formation courses and programs in interreligious dialogue for different Christian groups.

The Holy Father concluded his address by encouraging collaboration among the various different religions in alleviating the suffering of mankind: “Interreligious collaboration provides opportunities to express the highest ideals of each religious tradition. Helping the sick, bringing relief to the victims of natural disasters or violence, caring for the aged and the poor: these are some of the areas in which people of different religions collaborate. I encourage all those who are inspired by the teaching of their religions to help the suffering members of society.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2008)

7 June 2008 – Audience with participants at 6th European Symposium for University Professors 

VATICAN - “The new dialogue between faith and reason...should begin with the present situation of man and from there, develop a reflection that encompasses his ontological-metaphysical truth,” Benedict XVI tells participants from the European Symposium for University Professors

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On June 7, in the Vatican’s Clementine Hall, participants in the VI European Symposium of University Professors taking place in Rome with the theme: “Broadening the horizons of Rationality: Perspectives for Philosophy” met in an audience with the Holy Father Benedict XVI. The Pope spoke of the “great academic and cultural relevance” of the theme, as it is situated in the tenth anniversary of the publication of John Paul II’s Encyclical, “Fides et Ratio.” “The events that have taken place in the ten years since the publication of the Encyclical,” the Pope said, “have more evidently marked out the historical and cultural context in which the study of philosophy is called to enter. The crisis of modernity is not, in fact, synonymous with the decline of philosophy; on the contrary, philosophy should set off on a new course in the quest to understand the true nature of that crisis and determine new perspectives that can orient it...The openness which some authors suggest in reference to religions, and especially with Christianity, is an obvious sign of the sincere desire to make philosophical reflection emerge from self-sufficiency.”

The Pope then mentioned his “study proposal,” which is elaborated through an attentive listening to the men and women of our time, in order to “awaken interest in reviving philosophy and its irreplaceable role within the academic and cultural world.” 

Rooted in the conviction that “the Christian faith has made a clear choice to reject the gods of religion for the God of the philosophers, that is to say, to reject the myth of mere tradition for the truth of being,” the Holy Father said that “only from this premise that is both historical and theological at the same time, can someone approach the new expectations of philosophical reflection...The Christian faith should never confine itself to the abstract world of theories, but should be imbued by a concrete historical experience that reaches out to man in the deepest truth of his existence. This experience, influenced by the new cultural and ideological situations, should be evaluated in theological study and become the basis for a fruitful dialogue with philosophy that must urgently begin to take place. In the understanding of Christianity as a real transformation of man’s existence, while philosophical reflection leads us on the one hand to a new approach to religion, on the other, it encourages us not to loose faith in being able to know reality. The proposal to ‘broaden the horizons of rationality,’ therefore, does not simply find its rank among the new lines of theological and philosophical thought, but it must be understood as the request for a new openness to reality, to which the human person in his uni-totality is called, overcoming prior prejudices and reductionisms, so as to open himself to the way that leads to true understanding of the modern era.”

The Holy Father continued, saying “the Christian faith is called to take on this historical emergency, uniting all men of good will into one common goal. The new dialogue between faith and reason required today, cannot take place in the same terms and manners in which it did in the past. If it does not wish to be reduced to a mere intellectual exercise, it should begin with the present situation of man and from there, develop a reflection that encompasses his ontological-metaphysical truth.”

At the close of his speech, the Pope pointed out that in order to reach these objectives, there should be a promotion of “academic centers of high profile, in which philosophy can enter into dialogue with the other areas of study,” trusting that “the Catholic academic institutions will be willing to become authentic cultural laboratories.” He then encouraged the youth in studying philosophy and expressed his hope that the upcoming inauguration of the Pauline Year may offer “a fitting occasion to rediscover, following in the footsteps of the great Apostle, the fruitful history of the Gospel in addition to its extraordinary potential for our contemporary culture.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2008)

8 June 2008 – Angelus

VATICAN - The Pope at the Angelus says: “True religion consists in the love of God and neighbor. This is what gives liturgical worship and the observance of the precepts their value.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “At the center of the Liturgy of the Word this Sunday there is an expression of the prophet Hosea that Jesus takes up again in the Gospel: “I want love and not sacrifice, knowledge of God more than holocausts” (Hosea 6:6). We have a key word here, one that opens for us the door to the heart of sacred Scripture,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI said before reciting the Angelus on Sunday, June 8. 

The context in which Jesus makes these words of Hosea his own, is in the call of Matthew, a “publican” by profession, a tax collector for the imperial Roman authorities. Thus, he was considered a public sinner by the Jews. Jesus calls him while he is sitting on the tax collector’s bench and then goes to Matthew’s house with his disciples and sits down to dinner with other publicans. Mentioning this Gospel passage, the Pope said that, “To the scandalized Pharisees Jesus replies: “The healthy do not need the doctor but the sick do … I have not come to call the righteous but sinners” (Matthew 9:12-13). The Evangelist Matthew, who is always attentive to the link between the Old and the New Testament, puts the words of Hosea’s prophecy on Jesus’ lips: ‘Go, therefore, and learn the meaning of the words: “It is mercy that I want and not sacrifice.’” 

The Holy Father mentioned that the prophet’s words were so important “that the Lord repeats it again in another context, in regard to the observance of the Sabbath (cf. Matthew 12:1-8)” and he continued, saying, “So, in this pronouncement of Hosea Jesus, the Word made man, is fully rediscovered, so to speak. He made these words his own with all of his heart and he realized them in his conduct even at the cost of vexing the leaders of his people. This word of God has reached us, through the Gospels, as one of the syntheses of the entire Christian message: True religion consists in the love of God and neighbor. This is what gives liturgical worship and the observance of the precepts their value.” 

Before reciting the Angelus, Benedict XVI encouraged the faithful gathered in St. Peter’s Square to invoke the Blessed Mother’s intercession, so as to “always to live in the joy of the Christian experience,” in abandonment to God, “who is infinite mercy.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2008)


9 June 2008 – Audience with the community of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy

VATICAN - The Pope tells the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy: “Apart from the necessary juridical, theological and diplomatic training, what is most important is that your lives and activities reflect a faithful love for Christ and for the Church.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The apostolic and diplomatic ministry at the service of the Holy See, which is carried out wherever you are sent, requires a competence that is not improvised. Therefore, make the most of this time in your formation, in order to be better prepared to adequately face every situation.” This was the advice given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the students of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy, whom he received in an audience on June 9. The Pope continued, saying, “In your daily commitments, you will come in contact with ecclesial realities to be understood and supported; you will often live far from your own countries of origin, in countries that you will learn to know and love; you will have to approach the world with bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, and be prepared to offer not only the contribution of your diplomatic experience, but in addition and above all, your priestly testimony. For this reason, apart from the necessary juridical, theological and diplomatic training, what is most important is that your lives and activities reflect a faithful love for Christ and for the Church, that brings forth in you a friendly pastoral concern for everyone.”

In his address, the Holy Father recalled that “unity with Christ is the secret of authentic success for the ministry of each priest,” and communion with Him, “will ensure you serenity and peace even in the most complex and difficult moments.” The task of the priests of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy will be that of proclaiming more so with their lives than with their words, “the joyful and consoling announcement of the Gospel of love, in places sometimes very far removed from the Christian experience.” Thus, the Pope exhorted them to become, every day, “docile listeners to the Word of God,” and to announce the Truth that is Christ. “May prayer, meditation and listening to the word of God be your daily bread,” the Pope continued. “If your communion with the Lord grows, if you live in Him and not only for Him, you will radiate His love and joy around you... Together with the daily listening to the Word of God, may the celebration of the Eucharist be the core and the focus of your every day and of your entire ministry.” 

In concluding, the Holy Father mentioned that “the priest, like every baptized person, lives on the Eucharistic communion with the Lord,” and encouraged the priests of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy to make the Eucharist become “a school of life for you, in which Jesus' sacrifice on the cross teaches you to give yourselves totally to your fellow man. In undertaking their mission, pontifical representatives are called to offer to others this testimony of welcome, fruit of their constant union with Christ.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/6/2008)

9 June 2008 – Discourse to open Annual Meeting of the Diocese of Rome 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI inaugurates the Congress of the Diocese of Rome: “The hope of those who believe in Christ is not limited to this world; rather, it is intrinsically directed towards full and eternal communion with the Lord.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Monday, June 9, the Holy Father Benedict XVI went to the Basilica of Saint John Lateran where he has always inaugurated, since the beginning of his Pontificate, the annual Congress for the Diocese of Rome. This year, the theme is: “Jesus has risen. Educating for hope in prayer, in action and in suffering.” Here are several selections from his speech:

“After having dedicated three years to a special focus on the family, for two years now we have focused on the subject of education of future generations. It is a theme that above all involves families, but that also has to do directly with the Church, school, and the entire society. Through this, we hope to respond to the ‘educational emergency’ that presents a considerable and unavoidable challenge for all of us. The objective we have placed for the coming pastoral year, upon which we will reflect during this Congress, also refers to education, in light of theological hope, which is nurtured by faith and trust in God, and that in Jesus Christ has been revealed as man’s true friend.”

“Jesus Christ risen from the dead, is truly the unwavering foundation upon which our faith and our hope are based. It has been since the beginning, since the apostles, who were direct witnesses of His resurrection and announced it to the world at the cost of their own lives. It is today, and it will be always. 

“The hope of the person who believes in the God who rose Jesus from the dead is impelled with force towards that full and complete happiness and joy that we call eternal life, and precisely for this reason, it characterizes, inspires, and transforms our daily earthly existence with direction and gives meaning to even our smallest hopes and efforts to change and bring justice to the world we live in. Likewise, Christian hope certainly has to do with each one of us in a personal manner, with our eternal salvation and our life in this world, but it is also a communal hope, a hope for the Church and for the entire human family.”

“In today's society and culture, and hence also in this our beloved city of Rome, it is not easy to live in an atmosphere of Christian hope.”

“Our civilization and our culture, that met Christ 2,000 years ago - and especially here, in Rome – would be unrecognizable without His presence. There is a tendency, however, too often to place God in parenthesis, to organize personal and social life without Him, to maintain that nothing can be known of God, even to deny His existence. But when God is laid aside, none of the things that truly concern us can find a stable foundation, all our hopes, great and small, rest on nothing.”

“Let us see, then, how we can educate ourselves concretely in hope, taking a look at some ‘places’ of its practice and effective use, as I have already indicated in ‘Spe Salvi.’ Among these places, the first is prayer, in which we open our hearts and we address Him who is our origin and the foundation of our hope. The person who prays is never alone, because God is the only One who, in every situation and in every trial, is capable of listening to him and helping him...Educating ourselves in prayer, learning the ‘art of prayer’ from the lips of the Divine Master, as the first disciples who begged Him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray!’ (Lk. 11:1), is therefore, an essential task. In learning how to pray, we also learn how to live; together with the Church and with the Lord, we should always pray better in order to live better.”

“Dear brothers and sisters, an acute and widespread awareness of the evils and problems afflicting the heart of Rome is reawakening the desire for joint commitment. It is our task to make our own specific contribution, beginning with the decisive question of the education and formation of the person, but also facing with a constructive spirit the many other real problems that often make the lives of those who live in this city wearisome. In particular we will seek to promote a form of culture and social organization more favorable to the family and to welcoming life, as well to valuing the elderly who are so numerous among the population of Rome. We will work to respond to the crucial needs of work and housing, especially for the young. We will share the commitment to make our city safer and more 'liveable', but we will work to ensure it is so for everyone, especially the poorest, and to ensure that immigrants who come among us to find a living space in respect for our laws are not excluded.” 

“I wish to address...the behavior and style with which someone who places their trust above all in God, works and makes his effort. It is above all an attitude of humility, of someone who does not have ambitions for always being successful or always being able to solve all the problems by their own efforts. It is an attitude of confidence, tenacity, and courage: the believer knows that in spite of all the difficulties and failures, their life, their work, and their history is all united under the gaze of the indestructible love of God. They know that these things are never fruitless or void of meaning. In this sense, we can more easily understand that Christian hope exists, also, in suffering. Moreover, suffering itself educates and strengthens our hope in a special manner.”

“However, we cannot entirely eliminate suffering in the world, because it is not within our power to eradicate its sources: the finite nature of our existence and the power of evil and sin. The suffering of the innocent and psychological illnesses, unfortunately, are on the rise in the world. Truly, the human experience of today and always, especially as seen in the Saints and the Martyrs, confirms the great Christian truth that it is not fleeing suffering that heals man. Instead, what heals him is the capacity to accept tribulation and mature in it, finding meaning in it, through union with Christ.”

“Dear brothers and sisters, may we learn to educate ourselves each day in the hope that is matures through suffering. We are called to do so, first of all when we are personally afflicted by a serious illness or a difficult trial. However, we can also grow in hope through the concrete help and daily assistance in the suffering of our immediate neighbors and family members, as well as any person who is our neighbor, as we approach them with loving concern. Moreover, we learn to offer to God, who is rich in mercy, the small fatigues of our daily existence, humbly inserting them into the great ‘com-patire’ of Christ, in that treasure of compassion that the human race is so in need of. The hope of those who believe in Christ is not limited to this world; rather, it is intrinsically directed towards full and eternal communion with the Lord...In order to restore education for hope to its true dimensions and decisive motivation, we should all – beginning with priests and catechists – place this great truth at the heart of the faith proposal, which has at its head, Jesus Christ risen from the dead.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 10/6/2008)

11 June 2008 – General Audience

VATICAN - The Pope dedicates his catechesis to Saint Columban: “With good reason he can be called a "European" saint, because as monk, missionary and writer, he worked in several countries of Western Europe.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The catechesis given by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the General Audience on Wednesday, June 11, was dedicated to “the holy Abbot Columban, the most famous Irishman of the early Middle Ages.” “With good reason he can be called a "European" saint, because as monk, missionary and writer, he worked in several countries of Western Europe,” the Pope said. “Along with the Irishmen of his time, he was aware of the cultural unity of Europe.”

Columban was born around the year 543, in the Province of Leinster, in southeast Ireland. At the age of about 20 he entered the monastery of Bangor on the northeastern part of the island, where he led “a life of prayer, ascesis, and study,” and where he was also ordained a priest. At almost 50 years of age, Columban left the island with 12 companions to engage in missionary work on the European continent. “We must, in fact, keep in mind,” the Pope explained, “that the migration of people of the North and East had made entire Christianized regions fall back into paganism.” Around the year 590, Columban and his companions landed on the Breton coast, where they were received with benevolence by the king of the Franks of Austrasia (present day France), who gave them the ancient Roman fortress of Annegray, all demolished and abandoned. After having rebuilt over the ruins, the monks began their work of re-evangelization.

The Holy Father continued, saying, “the fame of those foreign religious, who, living on prayer and in great austerity, built houses and cultivated the earth, spread rapidly and attracted pilgrims and penitents. Above all, many young men asked to be received in the monastic community to live, like them, that exemplary life that renewed the cultivation of the earth and of souls.” A second monastery was later founded in Luxeuil, which would later become the center of monastic and missionary radiation of Irish tradition on the European continent. A third monastery was erected at Fontaine.

Columban lived at Luxeuil for almost 20 years. Here the saint wrote the “Regula Monachorum,” that delineates the ideal image of the monk; the “Regula Coenobialis,” a sort of penal code for infractions, with rather surprising punishments for modern sensitivity; and the “De Poenitentiarum Misura Taxanda,” with which he introduced private and repeated confession and penance on the continent. It was called "tariffed" penance because of the proportion established between gravity of the sin and the type of penance imposed by the confessor. “This novelty awakened the suspicion of the bishops of the region, a suspicion that was translated into hostility when Columban had the courage to reprimand them openly for some of their practices.”

Intransigent as he was on every moral question, Columban even entered into conflict with King Theodoric, whom he had severely reprimanded for his adulterous relations. In the year 610, this was translated into a decree of expulsion from Luxeuil of Columban and all the monks of Irish origin. However, the ship ran aground a short distance from the beach and the captain, seeing in this a sign from heaven, gave up the enterprise and, out of fear of being cursed by God, took the monks back to dry land. The monks then began a new work of evangelization. They embarked on the Rhine and sailed up the river. After a first stop at Tuggen near the Lake of Zurich, they went around the region of Bregenz near Lake Costanza to evangelize the Germans. Shortly after, however, Columban -- because of political affairs not favorable to his work -- decided to cross the Alps with the majority of his disciples. Only a monk by the name of Gallus stayed behind; from his hermitage developed later the famous Abbey of St. Gall, in Switzerland.

“Arriving in Italy, Columban met with a benevolent reception at the Lombard royal court, but he soon was faced with noteworthy difficulties. The life of the Church was lacerated by the Arian heresy still prevalent among the Lombards and by a schism that had removed the greater part of the Churches of northern Italy from communion with the Bishop of Rome. Columban inserted himself with authority into this context, writing a libel against Arianism and a letter to Boniface IV to convince him to take some decisive steps in view to re-establishing unity.” In 612 or 613, the king of the Lombards assigned him some land in Bobbio, in the valley of Trebbia, and Columban founded a new monastery which later became a center of culture comparable to the famous one of Montecassino, where he died on November 23, 615. 

“St. Columban's message is centered on a firm call to conversion and detachment from the goods of the earth in view of our eternal heritage,” the Holy Father mentioned at the end of the catechesis. “His austerity, however, was never an end in itself, but was only the means to open himself freely to the love of God and correspond with his whole being to the gifts received from him, thus reconstructing in himself the image of God and at the same time cultivating the earth and renewing human society.”

A man of great culture, Columban was “a tireless builder of monasteries as well as an intransigent penitential preacher, spending all his energy to nourish the Christian roots of Europe, which was being born. With his spiritual energy, with his faith, with his love for God and for his neighbor, he truly became one of the fathers of Europe: He shows us even today the roots from which our Europe can be reborn.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2008)

12 June 2008 –  Audience with Bishops of Bangladesh on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells the Bishops of Bangladesh: “the most important contribution we can bring to interreligious dialogue is our knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth, ‘the way, the truth and the life.’”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “Bishops are called to be patient, mild and gentle in the spirit of the beatitudes. In this way they lead others to see all human realities in the light of the Kingdom of Heaven... Many of your people suffer from poverty, isolation or discrimination, and they look to you for spiritual guidance that will lead them to recognize in faith, and to experience in anticipation, that they are truly blessed by God.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing the Bangladesh Bishops’ Conference, whom he received in an audience on June 12, on the occasion of their ad limina apostolorum visit. 

The Pope congratulated the Bishops for their generous love for God, their care for the people that the Lord has entrusted to them, and for their unity in the Holy Spirit. He then spoke of the task entrusted them: the effective transmission of the deposit of Faith. He expressed his gratitude for their efforts to “to ensure that your lay catechists are sufficient in number, well prepared and given due recognition by the faithful... their example and dedication will draw other lay men and women to a more active role in the Church’s apostolates.” As to the reception of the Sacraments, today and always it is most important to prepare “young men and women to recognize the Sacrament of Matrimony as a life-long covenant of faithful love and as a path to holiness,” the Pope said. “There is an urgent need on the part of all Christians to reassert the joy of total self-giving in response to the radical call of the Gospel.”

Another hopeful sign is seen in the many vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life that the Church in Bangladesh is currently experiencing. “I encourage your efforts to offer these candidates suitable formation that will bring forth abundant fruits,” the Holy Father said, as he also expressed his gratitude towards the generous assistance offered especially by the Church in Korea, in the preparation of their seminarians and priests.

He continued, saying, “the Church is Catholic: a community embracing peoples of all races and languages, and not limited to any one culture or particular social, economic or political system. She is at the service of the entire human family, freely sharing her gifts for the well-being of all. This gives her a connatural ability to foster unity and peace. My dear brothers, you and your people, as promoters of harmony and peace, have much to offer the nation. In your love for your country you inspire tolerance, moderation and understanding. By encouraging people who share important values to cooperate for the common good, you help to consolidate your country’s stability and to maintain it for the future.”

In addressing the subject of interreligious dialogue, Benedict XVI encouraged the Bishops of Bangladesh “to persevere with patient dedication to this essential component of the Church’s mission ad gentes. Indeed, much good can be accomplished when it is conducted in a spirit of mutual understanding and collaboration in truth and freedom... Consequently, the most important contribution we can bring to interreligious dialogue is our knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth, "the way, the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6). Dialogue, based on mutual respect and truth, cannot fail to have a positive influence on the social climate of your country. The delicacy of this task requires thorough preparation of clergy and lay people, first of all by offering them a deeper knowledge of their own faith and then by helping them to grow in their understanding of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and the other religions present in your region.” 

At the close of his speech, the Pontiff mentioned the upcoming celebration of the Pauline Year, “which will be for the whole Church a renewed invitation to announce with unfailing courage the Good News of Christ Jesus,” and he told the Bishops, “Like the first Christians, you live as a small community among a large non-Christian population. Your presence is a sign that the preaching of the Gospel, which began in Jerusalem and Judea, continues to spread to the ends of the earth in accordance with the universal destination the Lord willed for it. My prayers accompany you as you lead your priests, men and women religious and lay faithful along the path marked out by so many dedicated missionaries, beginning with Saint Francis Xavier, who brought the Gospel to your country.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 13/6/2008)
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12 June 2008 – Letter to participants 7th Catholic Biblical Federation General Assembly 
VATICAN - Papal Letter addressed to participants of the Seventh General Assembly of the Catholic Biblical Federation on the theme “The Word of God - Source of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “ The theme of your General Assembly draws attention to how God's word can restore humanity in reconciliation, justice and peace. This is the word of life that the Church has to offer to a broken world.” These words are part of a Papal Letter which the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed to participants of the Seventh General Assembly of the Catholic Biblical Federation being held in Dar es Salaam 24 June to 3 July 2008, on the theme “The Word of God - Source of Reconciliation, Justice and Peace” 

The Pope writes “ Christianity is the Religion of the Word of God, "not a written and mute word, but incarnate and living. It is only Christ, the eternal Word of the living God, who through the Holy Spirit, can open our minds to understand the Scriptures ”. He encourages the participants to “ not only to continue to make known the profound relevance of the Scriptures to the contemporary experience of Catholics and particularly to the younger generations, but also to lead them to interpret them from the central perspective of Christ and his Paschal mystery. The community of believers can be the leaven of reconciliation, but only if "she remains docile to the Spirit and bears witness to the Gospel, only if she carries the Cross like Jesus and with Jesus”.

After urging Christians to “ the openness of Mary who received the Word of God "in her heart and in her body and gave Life to the world"” the Holy Father concludes his Letter as follows “ May the peoples of Africa receive this Word as the life-giving source of reconciliation and justice, and especially of the true peace that comes only from the Risen Lord. Commending to the same Virgin Mary, the Seat of Wisdom, all those gathered for this General Assembly, I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing. ”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2008)

14 June 2008 –Pastoral Visit to Santa Maria di Leuca e Brindisi – Mass at Shrine of Santa Maria de finibus terrae 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Santa Maria de Leuca and Brindisi - “On the seas of life and history, Mary shines like the Star of Hope...following the Star of Mary, we can find our way on the journey and remain on the course towards Christ.”

Santa Maria di Leuca (Agenzia Fides) – On the afternoon of June 14, the Holy Father Benedict XVI began his pastoral visit to Santa Maria di Leuca and Brindisi, presiding a Mass in the Square in front of the Shrine of Santa Maria de finibus terrae, in Santa Maria di Leuca. “My visit to Puglia – my second, after the Eucharistic Congress in Bari – begins as a Marian pilgrimage, in this far corner of Italy and Europe, at the Shrine of Santa Maria de finibus terrae,” the Pope said during his homily, expressing his hope that “in this place that is of such great historical importance in the devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary,” the liturgy be dedicated to Her, Star of the Sea and Star of Hope.

The Pope mentioned that “not with violence, but with the gentle courage of Her “yes,” the Virgin Mary has freed us not from an earthly enemy, but from the ancient adversary, giving a human body to Him who would crush his head once for all time. And for this reason, on the seas of life and history, Mary shines like the Star of Hope. She does not radiate Her own light, but reflects that of Christ, the Sun that illumines the horizon of humanity. Thus, in following the Star of Mary, we can find our way on the journey and remain on the course towards Christ, especially in the dark and tempestuous moments.”

Reflecting on the figure of Saint Peter the Apostle, to whom the locality and Diocese are especially linked, Benedict XVI said that “in order to become fishermen with Christ, we must first be ‘fished’ by Him. Saint Peter is a witness to this fact, as is Saint Paul, the great convert whose 2,000th anniversary of birth we will inaugurate in just a few days.” The Shrine of Santa Maria de finibus terrae combines the faith of Peter and the faith of Mary, the Pope said, as he encouraged the faithful to “draw from the two-fold principle of Christian experience: the Marian and the Petrine,” as both, together, help in “starting afresh from Christ.” “Mary teaches you to always listen to the Lord, in the silence of prayer, and to receive His Word with a generous disposition, with a profound desire to offer yourselves to God, your life in its concrete reality...In a similar way, Saint Peter will teach you to think and believe with the Church, firm in the Catholic faith. He will give you the desire and zeal for unity and communion, the joy of walking together with your Pastors. At the same time, you will also enter into the zeal for the mission, for sharing the Gospel with all people and making it reach the ends of the earth.” 

The name of the place, “De finibus terrae,” “reminds us that the Church has no boundaries; it is universal,” the Holy Father said. “And the geographic, cultural, ethnic, and religious boundaries are for the Church an invitation to evangelization, in the perspective of the ‘communion of diversity.’” The Pope later mentioned the “unique vocation” of the Church in Puglia, “in being bridges between peoples and cultures,” and explained how, according to Jesus’ teaching, “the efficacy of the testimony is in proportion to the intensity of love. Nothing is accomplished in going out to the ends of the earth, if we do not first love each other and help one another within the Christian community...In a society that tends to drive people increasingly more towards individualism, the primary service the Church can offer is that of educating people in social sensitivity, in attention towards our neighbor, in solidarity and sharing. The Church, gifted as she is by her Lord with a spiritual charge that is continually renewed, shows herself to be capable of exercising a positive influence in the social sphere as well, because she promotes a renewed humanity and human relations that are open and constructive, in respect for and in service towards, above all, the downtrodden and weak.” 

Throughout all southern Italy, “the ecclesial communities are places where the younger generations can learn hope, not as a Utopia but as the tenacious confidence in the force of good. Good wins, and although at times it may seem defeated by despair and deceit, the truth is that it continues working in silence and discretion, bearing lasting fruits. This is the Christian social renewal, based upon the transformation of consciences, on moral formation, on prayer; yes, because prayer gives the strength to believe and fight for the good even when humanly speaking one is tempted towards discouragement and turning back.” Benedict XVI then mentioned the initiatives being carried out by the ecclesial community in the area of human and social promotion, and said that “the Christian community cannot and has no intention to ever substitute the legitimate and dutiful work of the Institutions. On the contrary, it encourages them and supports them in their tasks and makes an effort to always collaborate with them for the good of all, beginning with the most complicated and difficult situations.”

At the close of his homily, the Holy Father advised them to go on a “spiritual pilgrimage to the various Marian shrines of Salento, true gems imbedded in this peninsula that, like a bridge, extends out into the sea,” and to the Virgin Mary he entrusted “the people that live on the Mediterranean and those of the entire world

14 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Santa Maria di Leuca e Brindisi – Meetint with youth and other citizens 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Santa Maria de Leuca and Brindisi - “May adhesion to the Gospel, consciously renewed and lived with responsibility, inspire you, today as yesterday, in facing the present difficulties and challenges with confidence.”

Brindisi (Agenzia Fides) – After the Mass celebrated at the Shrine of Santa Maria de finibus terrae, the Holy Father Benedict XVI returned to Brindisi by helicopter. In the Lenio Flacco Square, he held an encounter with its citizens, especially with the youth of the Archdiocese. “ I am delighted to visit your city,” the Pope said during his speech, highlighting the fact that Brindisi, “once a site of embarkation for merchants, soldiers, learned men, and pilgrims to the East, is still a port that opens out into the sea.”

“In recent years,” the Pontiff continued, “the newspapers and televisions have shown images of refugees who reach Brindisi from Croatia, Montenegro, Albania, and Macedonia. I think we should recall with gratitude, the efforts that have been and continue being made by the civil and military administrators, in collaboration with the Church and various humanitarian aid organizations, in offering them refuge and assistance, in spite of the economic difficulties that unfortunately continue to afflict your region.”

Solidarity is one of the virtues that characterizes the rich civil and religious patrimony of the people of Brindisi, the Pope said, encouraging all to continue, “with renewed impetus,” in working together to build their future. “Among the values rooted in your land, I would like to mention respect for life and, especially, the family bonds, which are today exposed to a convergent attack from the many forces that try to weaken them,” the Pope said, explaining that “there is an urgent need, in the face of these challenges, for every person of good will to make a committed effort to protecting the family, the solid foundation on which the life of society as a whole is built!” Another building-block of society is the Christian faith, “that your ancestors maintained as one of the defining elements of the Brindisi identity. May adhesion to the Gospel, consciously renewed and lived with responsibility, inspire you, today as yesterday, in facing the present difficulties and challenges with confidence. May you be filled with the faith necessary in responding without compromises to the legitimate demands of human and social promotion of your city.”

The Pope then addressed the youth, saying: “I know, especially, of the weight that falls heavily over you and over your future, due to the unemployment plight, that above all is felt by the young people of southern Italy. At the same time, I know that your youthful spirit is fascinated by the lures of easy money, the temptation of taking refuge in a false paradise or in distorted forms of material satisfaction. Do not let yourselves be enticed by the snares of evil! Instead, seek a life that is rich in values, in order to give life to a society that is more just and more open to the future. Bear fruit with the gifts that God has given you in your youth: strength, intelligence, courage, enthusiasm, and the will to live. With this abundance of gifts, always counting on divine aid, you will be able to foster hope in yourselves and around you. It depends on you and on your heart to make progress become a good for all people. And the path of goodness, as you know, has a name: it is called love. In love, only in authentic love, is found the key to every hope, because love is rooted in God...And the love of God holds the tender and compassionate face of Jesus Christ. This is at the heart of the Christian message: Christ is the answer to your uncertainties and difficulties; in Him is every honest human aspiration met.” 

In concluding, Benedict XVI encouraged the youth to know the Church, understand her, and love her, paying special attention to the voice of their Pastors: “She is composed of men, yet Christ who is her Head and His Spirit firmly guide her. You are the youthful face of the Church. Therefore, do not fail to make your contribution, because the Gospel that she proclaims should reach all places. Be apostles among your companions!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 16/6/2008)

15 June 2008 – Pastoral Visit to Santa Maria di Leuca and Brindisi – outdoor Mass at Brindisi  Port

VATICAN - Benedict XVI in Santa Maria di Leuca and Brindisi - “The sanctity and the missionary nature of the Church are two sides of the same coin. Only in as much as she is saintly - that is, full of divine love - can the Church achieve her mission”

Brindisi (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, June 15, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Mass at the Port of Brindisi in the “Banchina di Sant’Apollinare.” Various Bishops and a numerous group of priests from the Puglia region concelebrated the Mass with the Holy Father. The event was also attended by the Metropolitan Patriarch Gennadios, whom the Pope greeted, “extending [a greeting] to all our Orthodox brethren and those of other creeds.”

“The biblical texts we have just heard on this 11th Sunday of Ordinary Time", the Pope said in his homily, "help us to understand the truth of the Church: the first reading (cf. Ex. 19:2-6a) recalls the alliance made on Mount Sinai, during the exodus into Egypt; the Gospel explains the call and mission of the twelve Apostles. Here we find a presentation of the Church’s ‘constitution.’ We cannot help but sense the implicit invitation being made to every community to be renewed in its own vocation and missionary task.” 

Reflecting on the readings, the Holy Father explained the meaning of the alliance God makes with Moses and Israel on Sinai: “It is one of the great moments in salvation history, one of these moments that transcends history itself, in which the boundaries of Old and New Testament fade and reveal God’s perennial plan: the plan to save all mankind through the sanctification of a people.” Thus, Jesus’ call to the Apostles: “The Twelve cooperate with Jesus in building the Kingdom of God, that is, His reign of goodness that brings life, and life in abundance, for all humanity. In her very essence, the Church, as Christ and together with Him, is called and sent to build the Kingdom of life and drive out the dominion of death, so that the life of God may triumph in the world, so that God who is Love may triumph. This work of Christ is always in silence; it does not have a spectacular character. In the humility of being the Church, of living the Gospel every day, is where the great tree of true life grows. Precisely in these humble beginnings, the Lord encourages us so that in the humility of the Church today, in the poverty of our Christian lives, we may perceive His presence and thus, find the strength to journey towards Him and to make His love, this power of peace and of true life, present on this earth.”

God’s plan to “bestow His life-generating love upon humanity and the entire universe,” is not a spectacular process, Benedict XVI highlighted. The Lord wishes to implement it “while respecting our own freedom, because love by its nature cannot be imposed.” The Church is then, in Christ, “the place for welcoming and mediating God's love. In this perspective it is clear how the sanctity and the missionary nature of the Church are two sides of the same coin. Only in as much as she is saintly - that is, full of divine love - can the Church achieve her mission, and its precisely by virtue of this task that God has chosen her and sanctified her as His property. Thus, our primary duty in healing this world, is that of being holy, conformed to God. In this way, from us will flow a sanctifying and transforming power that can have an influence on others and on history.” On this “sanctity-mission” theme, the Church in Brindisi is taking steps through the celebration of its Diocesan Synod. 

The Pope later mentioned that “the twelve Apostles were not perfect men, chosen for their irreprehensible moral and religious qualities. They were certainly believers, full of enthusiasm and zeal, but marked by their human limitations, sometimes serious limitations. Therefore, Jesus did not call them because they were already perfect saints, but so that they would become saints, so that they could be transformed and in turn, transform history. The same is true for us, for all Christians.” Recalling the second reading from the Mass, from the Apostle, Saint Paul, the Pope explained that “the Church is a community of sinners who believe in the love of God and allow themselves to be transformed by Him, and thus they become saints and sanctify the world.” The Holy Father confirmed the path of the local Church, “a path of sanctity and mission,” and continued, saying, “today’s Gospel presents us with the missionary method, in other words the inner attitude that is translated into real life. It cannot but be that of Jesus: the method of 'compassion’... Christian compassion has no connection with pietism, with the simple provision of assistance. Rather it is a synonym of solidarity and sharing, and it is animated by hope.” At the end of his homily, the Holy Father encouraged the faithful “of this ancient Church of Brindisi,” to be “signs and instruments of the compassion and mercy of Christ,” as “all the members of the People of God participate in various ways in Jesus’ mission, through the grace of Baptism and Confirmation... All of us, within the variety of charisms and ministries, are called to work in the Lord’s vineyard.” (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2008)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

The Church

“[...] The Church in essence, like Christ and together with him, is called and sent out to establish the Kingdom of life .... Christ's work is always silent, it is not spectacular; the great tree of true life grows even in the humility of being Church, of living the Gospel every day.” (Celebration of Mass at the port of Brindisi 15 June 2008).

Culture

“ The new dialogue between faith and reason, required today, cannot happen in the terms and in the ways in which it happened in the past. If it does not want to be reduced to a sterile intellectual exercise, it must begin from the present concrete situation of humanity and upon this develop a reflection that draws from the ontological-metaphysical truth. ”. (Audience with participants at 6th European Symposium for University Professors, 7 June 2008).

Ecumenism 

“ St Paul reminds us that full communion among all Christians is founded on "one Lord, one faith, one Baptism" (Eph 4: 5). May our common faith, the one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and obedience to the one Lord and Saviour, therefore, be fully expressed in the community and ecclesial dimensions as soon as possible.”. (Audience with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I on the feast of Saints Peter and Paul 28 June 2008 ).

The Holy Eucharist

“[...] It is impossible to receive the Lord every day, taking his Body and Blood into our hands, pronouncing the tremendous and wonderful words: "This is my Body, this is my Blood" without letting ourselves be seized by him, without letting ourselves be won over by fascination for him, without letting his infinite love change us from within” (Audience with the community of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy 9 June 2008).

Youth

“ Christ is the response to your questions and problems; [...].He knows he can count on your generosity and coherence; for this reason he expects a lot of you. Follow him faithfully and, in order to encounter him love his Church, [...]seek to know the Church, to understand and love her, paying attention to the voice of her Pastors. She is made up of human beings, but Christ is her Head and his Spirit firmly guides her. ” (Meeting with citizens and young people in Brindisi 14 June 2008 4).

Most Holy Mary

“[...] Mary shines on the sea of life and history as a Star of Hope. She does not shine with her own light, but reflects the light of Christ, the Sun who appeared on humanity's horizon so that in following the Star of Mary we can steer ourselves on the journey and keep on the route towards Christ, especially in dark and stormy moments” (Mass at the Shrine of Santa Maria De finibus terrae at Santa Maria di Leuca, 14 June 2008).

Mission (1)

“[...] It is therefore necessary to witness to the presence of God, a God who understands man and can speak to his heart. Your precise task will be to proclaim the joyful and comforting news of the Gospel of love with your way of life even before your words in contexts that are sometimes very distant from the Christian experience” (Audience with the community of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy 9 June 2008).

Mission (2)

“ In this perspective it is clear that the Church's holiness and missionary character are two sides of the same coin: only because she is holy, that is, filled with divine love, can the Church carry out her mission, and it is precisely in terms of this task that God chose her and sanctified her as his property. ” (Celebration of Mass at the port of Brindisi 15 June 2008 ).

Prayer

“ Through perseverance in prayer the Lord broadens our desires and expands our mind, rendering us better able to receive him within ourselves. The correct way to pray is, therefore, a process of inner purification. We must open ourselves to God's gaze, to God himself so that, in the light of God's Face, lies and hypocrisy fall away.” (Opening of Rome Diocesan Meeting 9 June 2008 ).

The Priesthood

“ Unity with Jesus is the secret of authentic success for every priest's ministry. Whatever work you carry out in the Church, always seek to remain his true friends, faithful friends who have encountered him and have learned to love him above all else.” (Audience with the community of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy 9 June 2008 ).

The Sacred Heart of Jesus

“[...] this month is traditionally dedicated to the Heart of Christ, symbol of the Christian faith, particularly dear to the people, to mystics and theologians because it expresses in a simple and authentic way the "good news" of love, compendium of the mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption.” (Angelus 1 June 2008 –).

Saint Paul

“ Who was St Paul? In the temple of Jerusalem, faced with the frenzied crowd that wanted to kill him, he presented himself with these words: "I am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city [Jerusalem] at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being zealous for God..." (Acts 22: 3). At the end of his journey he was to say of himself: "For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle... a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth" (1 Tm 2: 7; cf. 2 Tm 1: 11). A teacher of the Gentiles, an apostle and a herald of Jesus Christ, this is how he described himself, looking back over the path of his life. But this glance does not look only to the past. "A teacher of the Gentiles" - these words open to the future, to all peoples and all generations. For us Paul is not a figure of the past whom we remember with veneration. He is also our teacher, an Apostle and herald of Jesus Christ for us too.” (Homily 1st Vespers Feast of Saints Peter and Paul 28 June 2008 ) 

Society

“ It would be nonsensical to deny or to minimize the enormous contribution made by science and technology to transforming the world and our actual standard of living but it would be equally short-sighted to ignore that [...]it is not science and technology that give our lives meaning and teach us to distinguish good from evil”. (Opening of Rome Diocesan Meeting 9 June 2008 ).

Suffering

“The Christian faith deserves the historical merit of having inspired in men and women, in a new way and with new depth, the capacity for sharing also inwardly the suffering of others, [...]:all this is far beyond our own strength but becomes possible on the basis of God's com-passion through his love of humanity in Christ's Passion.” (Opening of Rome Diocesan Meeting 9 June 2008 ).

QUAESTIONES
Year of St Paul - AFRICA/CAMEROON - Bishops' Pastoral Letter on the Year of St Paul: “ imitating St Paul, we must mobiles our energies for evangelisation”

Yaounde (Agenzia Fides)- "In communion with the universal Church, the Christians of Cameroon welcome the initiative of His Holiness Benedict XVI to indict a Year of St Paul and we render thanks to God" the Bishops of Cameroon say in a Pastoral Letter for the occasion of the Year of St Paul. A copy of the letter was sent to Fides.

The Bishops write "The Holy Father wishes this year to be a time to rediscover the figure of the Apostle, his life, activity, journeys; to re-read his Letters addressed to the early Christian communities; relive the early times of our Church; learn more about his rich teaching to the Gentiles and meditate on his vigorous spirituality of faith, hope and love; vivify our own faith and our place in the Church, in the light of his teaching; pray and act for the unity of the Church the Mystical Body of Christ.”

The Bishops hope celebrations this Year will give new impulse "to Christian life and missionary activity. We call our people and all men and women of good will to learn more about his guidance reflecting on the theme "Called to be apostles of Jesus Christ " (1 Co 1, 1)".

The life of St Paul is a source of reflection and inspiration for Christians today often in difficult situations, the Bishops write. ("If we have religious freedom in Cameroon it is still hard to accept the faith in all serenity "); encounter with Christ which changes the person (conversion of St Paul from persecutor to witness of the Gospel); the meeting with Ananias and the importance of other people ("We all need a spiritual guide for our journey"); Paul, and missionary work today ("our energies must be mobilised for evangelisation, following the example of SDt Paul who established Christian communities in many different nations "). The Bishops recall the many missionaries who came to Cameroon following the example of St Paul: "Pallottine fathers, Sacred heart Fathers, Spiritans, Mill Hill Missionaries, Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate, numerous consecrated persons, local clergy and a host of catechists".

In the Letter the Bishops give the main dates of the Year of St Paul in Cameroon: opening 29 June, feast of Peter and Paul; ecumenical celebration in January 2009, during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity; closing of the Year during the Bishops' Conference plenary 22 - 28 June 2009. The Bishops' Conference encourages parish and diocesan processions on St Paul; preparation of a booklet on St Paul; in depth study of St Paul's Letters; social work inspired by St Paul's spirituality. 

To co-ordinate Year of St Paul celebrations the Bishops have set up an ad hoc Committee andcomposed a special prayer. Other material prepared includes a hymn and a play on the Life of St Paul. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 27/6/2008 righe 38 parole 534)

The Year of St Paul – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Bishop of Zarate-Campana: “the Pauline Year is a perfect time to confirm our faith, grow in the testimony of life, and reaffirm our belonging to the Church.”

Zarate-Campana (Agenzia Fides) – Bishop Oscar Domingo Sarlinga of the Diocese of Zarate-Campana (Argentina) has written a Pastoral Letter on the inauguration of the Pauline Year, which will take place on June 28. In his letter, he reflects on the Year as “an opportunity to revive in us the grace of unity and evangelization.”

Bishop Sarlinga explains that “the objective of the Pauline Year is one of deep reflection and of evangelization. That is, in addition to its being a perfect time to awaken knowledge of the person and works of ‘the Apostle to the Gentiles,’ it is also an opportunity for all believers and men of good will to reflect more deeply on St. Paul’s inspired message on life in Christ, the message of salvation. It is a time to allow ourselves to be formed by God and His grace, to make our faith, hope, and charity (without forgetting its social dimension of solidarity) blossom in a world that is so in need of virtues.”

It is also an occasion “to reflect on the essential relationship between justice and charity, inseparable virtues.” The Bishop states that this year of grace (2008-2009) will be, above all, a time to get on the path of “Jesus, the Way,” letting it become “a privileged pastoral opportunity” for all pastoral agents, priest, religious, and laity, “with the goal of deepening in the knowledge of Saint Paul and in the work of grace in him” and “to promote a spiritual reading and studious reflection of the Letters of St. Paul,” which held to confirm us in the faith, grow in testimony of life as “children of God” and “reaffirm our belonging to the Church.” “This will also reaffirm us” – the Pastoral Letter says – “ in our mission as evangelizers and in our commitment to true ecumenism and fruitful interreligious dialogue, in justice and peace, in loving openness to the Spirit of the Lord.”

The Bishop then presents the person, thought, and works of Saint Paul, highlighting above all that his success in the apostolate “depended above all on his personal commitment to announcing the Gospel with total and courageous dedication to Christ, without retreating before the difficulties and dangers.” He also points out St. Paul’s close relationship with Peter, “the ‘rock’ on which the Lord wished to build the Church.”

The Pastoral Letter concludes by indicating the main celebrations and activities that the diocese will be organizing during this jubilee year, as well as the churches and the days that indulgences are granted by the Holy Father for the Pauline Year. The Bishop will celebrate the initiation of the Pauline Year on June 28, in the afternoon, in the Diocese’s only church (established 2007), named “Our Lady of Lujan and Saints Peter and Paul,” in the city of Campana. The opening ceremony will take place on the 29th, with the consecration and inauguration of the new church for pilgrims, dedicated to Saint Joseph. There will also be various prayer encounters organized during the year, as well as conferences and other events in several sites. The traditional Jewish-Christian encounter will also take place, for the communities of Zarate and Campana. There is also a youth mission planned for Belen de Escobar, in September, which will be especially centered on the Pauline spirituality. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2008)
The Year of Saint Paul - ASIA/JAPAN - Bishops' annual assembly agenda: Martyrs Beatification Mass, commitment for pace, Year of St Paul initiatives

Tokyo (Agenzia Fides) – Putting the finishing touches to the Beatification of 188 Japanese Catholic Martyrs to take place on 24 November in Nagasaki; discussing initiatives to promote “Justice and Peace” to mark 60th  anniversary of the UN Universal Declaration on Human Rights; planning local liturgies, initiatives and events to mark the year of St Paul, was the busy agenda tackled by a recent general assembly of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Japan held in Tokyo. Participants included 17 bishops from Japan's 16 dioceses and representatives and members of various Bishops' Conference Commissions.

In view of the Beatification of 188 Catholic Martyrs in Nagasaki on November 24, the Bishops discussed in detail prayers and readings for the Mass to be presided by Cardinal Josè Saraiva Martins, from Rome, prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. 

They also discussed local Catholic Church initiatives to mark the anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights signed 60 years ago by United Nations Organisation, including a 'Peace Week' from 6 to 15 August and a special Bishops' Message “Building peace based on respect for human rights” to be issued at the end of 2008.

Another point on the agenda was '"The Year of St Paul" (28 June 2008 - 28 June 2009) announced by Pope Benedict and various respective initiatives. A package of material for reflection with the title “Learning from Saint Paul to evangelise present day Japan" has already been distributed to parishes, schools, religious houses across the country. The material aims to help Japan's Catholics draw courage from Saint Paul and learn from him how to use the Words of the Gospel to rescue the Japanese people from a culture of consumerism and secularism.

The Bishops' last task was to assess the results of a year long capillary 'National Evangelisation Initiative' aimed at revitalising missionary awareness and commitment among Catholics all over the country.

(PA) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2008 righe 29 parole 295)
The Year of Saint Paul – EUROPE/PORTUGAL - Initiatives for the Year of St Paul: catechesis " Walking the Year with St Paul ", liturgical handbooks, study meetings and a travelling exhibition

Lisbon (Agenzia Fides) - This weekend Catholic dioceses all over Portugal will begin a variety of initiatives organised to celebrate the Year of St Paul, convoked by Pope Benedict XVI. A Bishops' Conference statement recalls that during this Year of Paul a meeting of Synod of Bishops will be held in the Vatican on the theme of the Word of God and "Paul, the great Apostle of the Word, - the Bishops say - can guide us to discover the real place of God's Word in the life and mission of the Church ". 

The Bishops hope the Year of St Paul will bear much fruit for the Church in Portugal. They say Saint Paul is an example for promoting new evangelisation. "As in St Paul's time the Church today may be tempted to announce the Good News only to the members of her flock who know her voice and her laws, and find it difficult to announce Jesus Christ to an ever more secularised world”. 

The Year of St Paul should give new impulse to announcing the Gospel to lapse Catholics and non believers. "Paul was one of the greatest evangelisers of all times and he is still an inspiration and an example of enthusiastic evangelisation and the kerigmatic nature of this proclamation". The Bishops recall that "evangelising is not a programme it is love for Christ and for others …love for Christ is what drives St Paul to evangelise as a co-worker with God ”. 

The Bishops say the year will be an opportunity to "improve catechesis and pastoral activity to intensify Christian formation of our people", because in his catechesis Paul "never separates the personal life of the Christian from the life of the Church". The Year of Paul is a time to reflect on the “truth of the Church and how to foster unity in the great variety of charisma which enrich the Church of our times " the Bishops affirm.

Among the material prepared for the year the Bishops propose a catechetical itinerary for "Walking the Year with St Paul". They encourage the faithful to live the Liturgy with more intensity. The National Liturgy Commission has prepared and distributed special material to help parishes work in this field. Faculties and Schools of theology will over special sessions on St Paul. On 25 January 2009, the feast of the Conversion of Paul, a national Mass of St Paul will be celebrated at Holy Trinity Church in Fatima. 

Finally, 'Paul, Apostle of Jesus Christ', a travelling exhibition on St Paul, prepared by St Paul Publications, will travel the whole country during this Year of St Paul. The exhibition focuses on Paul's conversion, mission and letters, and apostolic journeys. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 27/6/2008)

The Year of Saint Paul - EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Bishop of Cartagena on the Pauline Year: a time of conversion, an opportune moment to speak of vocations, a time for missions and renewal

Cartagena (Agenzia Fides) – “It is an opportune moment for the entire Church, with our eyes fixed on the life and writings of the Apostle to the Gentiles, to grow in her knowledge of her Lord and in the desire to communicate Him to all those who still do not know Him,” said Bishop Juan Antonio Reig Pla of Cartagena (Spain) in a letter he addressed to all priests, religious, and laity, on the occasion of the Pauline Year that will initiate on June 28. 

“For all of us, this year should become a new Damascus,” the Bishop continued. That is, a time for true conversion, “to make us come down from the lofty heights where we have placed ourselves and lower ourselves in recognition of our own sin, to let us reconcile ourselves with God.” Thus, he asks that this year, “the Sacrament of Reconciliation be better and more frequently celebrated,” asking that the priests make themselves available to do so. The Bishop mentions that “this year should also be an opportune moment to speak of vocations.” Just as Saint Paul asked, “What should I do, Lord?,” so should every member of the Church ask the same question. “He has called each one of us. He has come into each of our lives and knocked us off our horse, onto the ground. For all of us, He has a concrete mission for us to fulfill.”

Furthermore, in the Pauline Year, “our Diocese should become an authentic missionary Church,” allowing all our hearts to be set on fire, with the same fire that “burned inside Saint Paul and would not let him take a moment to rest or remain in one place.” Bishop Reig reminds the faithful that “we should all go out to meet our fellow citizens,” as many of them do not yet know “the One who gave His life for them. All people, the entire Church, is called to go out into the public places and announce the Gospel, that has the power of salvation for all those who believe.”

He also refers to the importance of the ecumenical dimension that the Holy Father has called for. “We should also do all we can to restore the lost unity, with prayers and action.” It is a year, he says, “of renewal for each one of the parishes in the Diocese.” In the Diocese, the solemn opening Mass for the Pauline Year will be celebrated on June 28 at 11:00am, coinciding with the ordination of 5 new priests. 

“Dear children,” the bishop said, at the close of his letter, “let us not ignore this gift that God, rich in mercy, gives to us, as it is a unique opportunity to break out of our routine and wash off the dirt we have accumulated along our path, which many times is difficult in walking through this world. It is an opportunity for personal renewal and to go out with fresh zeal into our society, announcing the Good News to Jesus Christ, the Lord, who has conquered sin and death.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 13/6/2008)
Appeals – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - "The behaviour of Mugabe and his supporters is an offence against God: harsh condemnation from Cardinal Napier Archbishop of Durban

Harare (Agenzia Fides)-"The people of Zimbabwe have the right to choose their President in fair and free elections. The Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference (SACBC) passionately supports this legitimate aspiration of the Zimbabwean people" said Cardinal Wilfrid Napier, Archbishop of Durban and spokesman of SACBC which comprises the Catholic Bishops of Botswana, South Africa and Swaziland). In a statement issued yesterday the Cardinal expressed the concern of the local Catholic Church for the serious situation which has arisen in Zimbabwe following a presidential election campaign marked by violence and intimidation (see Fides 24/6/2008). 

"Sad to say politically based violence, intimidation and torture have made a fair and free second round of presidential elections impossible. Opposition candidates have been unable to present their programmes to the voters or have impartial access to the means of information" Cardinal Napier said. 

The Cardinal fully supports the decision of the leader of the Movement for Democratic Change to withdraw his candidature for the second round of elections on 27 June: "the violence became so intense in recent weeks that the Movement for Democratic Change took the difficult decision not to take part in the vote which has degenerated into a farce. It is understandable that the MDC wishes to protect the lives of its supporters and others who are being targeted. The alternative would have been a non-declared civil war". 

To pull Zimbabwe out of the crisis Cardinal Napier calls for a "model of government founded on consensus involving all Zimbabwe citizens. The international community should collaborate with the Southern Africa Community for Development to reach a just solution".

Cardinal Napier also warns that "the atrocities and barbarity of the Zanu-PF (the party led by President Mugabe) are documented. The behaviour of Mugabe and that of his generals, their wives and hooligan supporters and self-proclaimed war heroes, is an offence against God. Judgement awaits them". 

The Cardinal's condemnation of Mugabe's regime is total: "we must all ask ourselves who stands to benefit from the present crisis in Zimbabwe. We, the Catholic Bishops of Southern Africa, believe that the behaviour of the élite in power deserves rigorous censure. They are a curse for every African. We call on the member nations of the African Union to declare commitment in favour of democracy in Zimbabwe, reject the juridical make-believe which this election has become and refuse to acknowledge Robert Mugabe and his party as a legitimate government ". 

"We are deeply concerned about this situation. Without a united effort on the part of the international community under the guidance of the countries of southern Africa, the desperate situation of violence, hunger and insecurity will turn into a vast humanitarian crisis which will affect the whole of southern Africa" Cardinal Napier concluded. (L.M.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2008 righe 37 parole 486)

Appeals – ASIA/SRI LANKA - More fighting and victims in the North: the Church renews her appeal for an end to the violence

Colombo (Agenzia Fides) – While the North of the country continues to face conflict and fighting, resulting in numerous victims, the Church in Sri Lanka is once again calling for an end to the hostility and for reconciliation.

The Sri Lankan army killed 52 Tamil Tigers during the fighting that took place last weekend in the northern part of the island and they themselves lost 7 men, according to a report issued today from the military on the civil war that has caused so much bloodshed in the country, for 25 years now. Fighting is taking place in Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya, and Mullaitivu, government sources say. On June 16, a suicide bombing took place in the city of Vavuniya, causing 12 deaths among police officers and 40 injured, including children. The bomber was mounted on a motorcycle that crashed into a police station. The Defense Ministry reports that since January, 4,335 guerrillas and 399 military soldiers have died. 

In response to the increased violence and victims, Archbishop Oswald Gomis of Colombo, in presiding the Solemn Vespers at the Shrine of Saint Anthony in Kochchikade, asked the faithful and all Sri Lankan citizens to forgive one another and to pray intensely for peace for the afflicted nation: “Look at the violence and hate that is causing so much bloodshed in the country. We cannot pray for peace and continue living with hate and envy in our hearts. We cannot implore mercy and foster feelings of revenge. We cannot ask for God’s love and continue to wish evil and violence on others,” he said, highlighting the responsibility of each person in building peace and reconciliation in the country.

In the meantime, the Catholic faithful continue to hope for the reopening of the Marian shrine at Madhu, in the Diocese of Mannar, after government forces took control of the area. 

The Shrine and the area surrounding it are closed to civilians, in order to guarantee safety and to clear the area of mines (cf Fides 4/4/2008 and 15/4/2008). Bishop Joseph Rayappu of Mannar, asked the government in Colombo in April to declare the Shrine a “demilitarized zone” so as to allow for the return of the statue of Our Lady of Madhu, on the occasion of her feast on July 2, and for the feast of the Assumption on August 15. The entire local Church anxiously awaits that this desire may become a reality. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2008)

Calamities – ASIA/PHILIPPINES - Typhoon Fengshen hits the Philippines; the Church’s aid efforts

Manila (Agenzia Fides) – The victims’ toll for Typhoon Fengshen, that recently hit the western coast of the Philippines, continues to rise. There are over 1,000 dead, over 500 missing, and 65,000 have fled their homes. In what has been called “a sea tragedy,” nearly 800 people were victims in a ferry’s capsizing off the coast of Manila, where winds continue to blow at up to 140 kilometers per hour (about 90 miles/hour) making aerial and naval aid transport impossible. 

The typhoon has been particularly violent, although the archipelago is used to facing an average of about 20 typhoons a year. The entire central region of the Philippines, especially the province of Iloilo, has been submerged in water. “Iloilo has become an ocean,” Governor Neil Tupaz said yesterday. In the meantime, the government, the non-governmental organizations, and the Church are working to provide humanitarian aid. 

The area surrounding the capital city of Manila has also been affected by the typhoon and the population has had to place economic and social activities on hold, in order to avoid the risks. Many of the public services and buildings have been blocked and the government has asked people remain in their homes. 

During the Angelus yesterday, June 22, the Holy Father Benedict XVI recalled and prayed for the victims of the typhoon. The Church in the Philippines, through the Bishops’ Commission for Social Action, Justice and Peace,” is organizing an aid campaign throughout all the dioceses, in a solidarity effort.

According to information issued by the Commission, in the area of Iloilo, 108 villages have been severely damaged by the typhoon. The volunteers from the Archdiocese of Iloilo have taken action and are set to distribute humanitarian aid for the next three days. Some diocese have already responded to the appeal launched by the Commission, sending contributions. In the Diocese of San Jose, also affected by the typhoon, they are in need of food, clothing, and drinking water.

The Archdiocese of Cebu has also suffered damages to houses, public buildings, and churches. At least 30 parishes are in a situation of extreme necessity, with an urgent need for assistance. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2008)

Calamities – ASIA/CHINA - “Evangelizing in the midst of desperate people”: Chinese Catholics touched and encouraged by the Pope, who once again has invited the world to pray for China and has sent a personal donation

Beijing (Agenzia Fides) – “We are deeply touched and cannot express our immense gratitude to the Holy Father and the universal Church that he represents, that has been always so near us in prayer and with concrete works. The words, the prayers, and now the personal gift of the Pope to our humanitarian aid efforts show that we are not alone. The Pope is with us; the universal Church is with us! The only thing we should do to worthily receive this great gesture of the Pope, is continue on carrying out our service with improved effort, bearing witness to Christ, even under the tents and amidst the wreckage...” These were the words from a statement made to Agenzia Fides by the head of Jinde Charities, the Chinese Catholic entity that is coordinating the aid services in the earthquake disaster area, together with Caritas Germany and other European Caritas groups.

Chinese Catholics working on the front line in the aid effort since the beginning of the earthquake tragedy in Sichuan, with support from the international Catholic community, are moved and encouraged in their arduous work because once more, the Holy Father Benedict XVI has wished to remember them with a public invitation to the world to pray for China, and has also sent his own personal donation. In fact, before reciting the Angelus yesterday, June 1, the Holy Father once again invoked the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary for “the people of China and Myanmar, stricken by natural disasters.”

According to declarations made to Agenzia Fides by the head of Jinde Charities, “on May 29, along with Caritas Germany, we distributed 4,050 tents at a total value of 89, 000 Euros to the population affected. The Pope’s personal donation will be sent to the most needy area. Many churches have been destroyed, however our trust is becoming stronger because we know that the Pope is always thinking of us. Priests, religious, and laity are all encouraged by the Pope’s gesture. It is not the quantity that matters, but the great gesture made by our Holy Father.” 

“The German and Chinese television reporters, as well as the Chinese newspaper reporters, are all waiting in line to interview our Sisters, because of the example the give in their manner of working in the earthquake zone. The authorities are asking us to intensify our work in the area of moral support. They say we do it well, especially the Sisters. Also, every volunteer group that we have sent to the site has received an official mandate from their own diocese itself, with a solemn rite of missionary sending presided by the Bishop. Thus, it is not only a matter of humanitarian aid, but for us it has become a mission, a mission to bear witness to the faith in every circumstance, an evangelization underneath tents and in the midst of desperate people, trying to offer moral and spiritual comfort. We have been able to respond to this demand with the support of the Pope and the universal Church.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 2/6/2008)

Education – EUROPE/SPAIN - Letter from the Archbishop of Toledo on the obligatory course, “Education for Citizenship” scheduled for the coming academic year: “it is just that you, parents, use all legitimate means in your power to defend your right to determine the moral education of your children.”

Toledo (Agenzia Fides) – “This is a very important issue, which must be faced with lucidity, truth, responsibility, and freedom, and in conformity with the duties and rights that parents have regarding education. They are duties and rights that are fundamental, inviolable, primordial, and that should be entirely respected, protected and guaranteed by the Spanish Constitution,” the Archbishop of Toledo, Cardinal Antonio Cañizares Llovera, said in response to the obligatory imposition of the school course “Education for Citizenship,” which will start being implemented in schools this coming academic year in the Spanish region of Castilla-La Mancha. 

The Cardinal observes that this course “obligatorily imposes on all students and academic institutions – in its objectives, contents, and examinations - a moral formation that is not determined by parents” and even openly contradicts the religious formation that is chosen by many parents. With this in mind, he recalls that “public authority cannot impose any certain moral code on all people, whether it be supposedly a majority choice, or Catholic, or any other kind,” as this would “violate the rights of parents and schools in freely choosing for themselves, based on their own convictions.”

Cardinal Cañizares together with his Auxiliary Bishop, in their role of responsibility as Bishops, both support and encourage parents and schools to act in accord with their duties and rights, in their own self-defense: “it is just that you, parents, use all legitimate means in your power to defend your right to determine the moral education of your children.” Addressing Catholic schools, he tells them, “if you admit this in your curriculum, the contents shown in the Royal Decrees would go against your own mission, which is specifically of a Catholic moral code” and the public schools as well, “in having to offer this course, will loose the ideological neutrality they should possess in imposing a moral formation that has not been freely chosen by parents, on their students.”

“It is most unfortunate” – the Cardinal continues – “that being such an evident reality, it is not sufficiently recognized and that in claiming and exercising these Constitutionally protected rights, people are met with so many difficulties.” Thus, he reminds parents to defend their children and demand respect for what rightfully corresponds to them. In this manner, “a democratic society and authentic coexistence will be established.” He also mentions the fact that “there is still time left to change the course of things. However, if no changes are made, it could be too late in the education of our children and youth.”

“We, your bishops, accompany you and like you, we wish for nothing more than that your children be well educated in every aspect of their person, also in their civil duties and that they are not influenced in any way that is contrary to their rightful civil duties, for the common good and in correspondence with the good of the human person and the truth about man,” the Letter said.

The Cardinal also asks Catholic parents to fulfill their duty in requesting a religious education and Catholic moral formation for their children. He expresses his gratitude for “so many Christian teachers and professors that are acting in conformity with truth and reason,” as well for the Catholic schools for the service they carry out on the Church’s behalf. 

The Cardinal states that, “this issue – that is, the education needed by children and youth to live as citizens of Spain and of the world – should never be a subject of confrontation and division; if this has occurred, it is a sign that something has gone or is going awry.” With this in mind, he encourages them: “Have no fears! You are not requesting something that you do not deserve. You no full well that, as bishops, we stand with you and we support you.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2008)

Food Emergency – EUROPE/ITALY - FAO Conference: the alarming statistics on the world food crisis. Climate changes, rise in fuel costs and speculative activity are the central points of the meeting

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – 862 million of the world’s poor suffer from malnutrition or live on less than two dollars a day, the majority living in developing countries. This is the dramatic starting point for the FAO’s High-Level Conference, which begins today, June 3, in Rome and will conclude June 5 on the theme: “World Food Security: the Challenges of Climate Change and Bio-energy.” The Conference is expected to see the attendance of some 50 Heads of State and Foreign Ministers. Along with the FAO, are another two UN agencies working in the area of food and poverty: the WFP (World Food Program) and the IFAD (International Food and Agricultural Development), a sort of world micro-credit bank that in recent months, has been practically taken by storm by farmers from poor countries.

While the UN’s objective in 1996 was to reduce the number of poor persons on the planet 50% by 2015, going from the 800 million that they were then to 400 million, today the outlook is extremely negative. Not only is the objective not being reached, but recent figures estimate some 862 million people are living in malnutrition, a number that proves that the crisis is truly reaching unprecedented proportions. 

The urgent problem today is that the increase in the price of many basic food products on a world-wide scale, and this will be the focus of the Conference. In the opening session, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon pointed out some priorities: firstly, the need to produce more food, for a 50% increase in production by 2030, in order to meet the demand. He also stressed the importance of not making interventions purely of assistance, as it creates speculation phenomena on the trade market. What is more suitable are the “brotherhood” initiatives between rich and developing countries. Lastly, Ban Ki-moon recalled that in 2015 the world population will have reached 7.2 billion people, which is why there is an urgent need for action. The Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone also spoke at the Conference, reading the Pope’s Message, that among other things affirmed that, “hunger and malnutrition are unacceptable in a world which has, in fact, levels of production, resources and knowledge sufficient to put an end to such dramas and their consequences.”

The causes of the present situation are many and complex: among those causing the most problems is the alarming rise in the cost of fuel, that particularly hurts farmers in poorer nations, for whom the costs of transport of products, as well as seed and fertilizer, begin to skyrocket. Even worse yet are the climate changes in some regions of the country, for example the “transfer” of rains from one time of year to another has produced real “shock” in agricultural production, not to mention the rise in desertification. Lastly, another relevant factor in the world food crisis is the speculation on the world trade market, as recently occurred with rice, a staple food product for hundreds of millions of people across Asia. 

A recent report from the FAO indicates 22 countries that are particularly vulnerable due to the high percentage of chronic famine among the population (over 30%), as well as from the fact that they are net importers of food and energy. Among the most severely affected by the crisis are Eritrea and Niger, the Comoro Islands, Haiti, and Liberia. Among the short-term measures to be taken in facing the present situation, the FAO mentions the urgent need to employ local food production. The intervention efforts should include the distribution of seed, fertilizer, and feed for livestock, to the small farmers through vouchers and grants. According to the UN entity, a program of this kind, if it is carried out in an effective manner, could increase the supply in poorer nations and thus, the availability of food. It could also increase income for small producers and cut back on the rise of prices on the local market. (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2008)

WYD – ASIA/INDIA - Some 1,000 young Indian Catholics in Sydney for World Youth Day 

New Delhi (Agenzia Fides) – Some 1,000 young Indian Catholics accompanied by 14 bishops, 80 priests and numerous men and women religious, pastoral workers, as well as representatives of other religions in India, Hindus and Sikhs, form the Indian Catholic delegation for the celebration of the 23rd  World Youth Day in Sydney 15 - 20 July 2008. This delegation, the largest the Catholic Church in India has ever sent to a WYD “is an encouraging sign of hope”, said the head of the Indian Bishops' Commission for Youth Pastoral.

The Commission and the Indian Catholic Youth Movement worked together for several months under the guidance of Commission secretary Fr. Alywn D’Souza, to prepare and organise this overseas 'pilgrimage' to Sydney: spiritual and formative preparation, logistics, travel and accommodation in Australia. 

Fr. Alwyn said the 1,000 participants include 500 members proposed by the Catholic Church in India, and 500 connected with religious communities, Church Movements or associations with referents at the international level.

Like all the young WYD pilgrims, the young Indians will stay with local families in Australia and New Zealand in a mutually enriching experience of culture sharing and friendship building. The week long 'Day' of prayer, catechesis, testimony, spectacles of local song and dance, and most important, sharing of faith and growing in faith with young Christians from so many different parts of the world, will surely send young Indian Catholics home with a treasure to share with friends and acquaintances. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2008 righe 26 parole 269)
WYD – OCEANIA/SAMOA ISLANDS - Samoan youth preparing for WYD in Sydney

Apia (Agenzia Fides) – The youth on the Samoan Islands are preparing with great enthusiasm to participate in World Youth Day 2008, supported and encouraged by the entire local Church. For many of them, this will be their only opportunity to live such a vivid experience of the universality of the Church. That is why WYD organizers, thanks to the solidarity campaigns being carried out by youth in wealthier countries, have tried to make sure that the Church in Oceania, especially its most remote and isolated parts, can have the opportunity of participating in one of the largest faith celebrations in the history of the southern hemisphere.

WYD will be “a great privilege for us, an unique experience for our community, that in July will travel to Sydney for the encounter with the Holy Father. WYD will be the occasion of a new Pentecost,” the youth of Samoa said. These youth are from a community of nearly 50,000 Catholics, active in parishes, schools, pastoral centers, etc. – a sign of a living and active Church. The youth are characterized by a great faith and a profound love for the Church is seen in the fact that every morning, in the Cathedral of Apia, the 6am Mass is packed with people. 

The Samoan youth are working hard to cover the cost of their pilgrimage to Sydney. They have spent the last two years doing all kinds of activities: from garbage-collecting to selling coconuts, as well as organizing small fairs and shows.

Among those carrying out a service of support and encouragement of the youth on their path to Christian and human maturity are the Salesians, on the island of Savaii. The Salesians have been in Samoa for nearly 27 years, founding a community on the large island of Savaii, carrying out an important and highly appreciated pastoral and educational service and taking active participation in the formation of Samoa’s catechists. They now form a part of the heart and soul of the Church’s pastoral presence in these small villages, working closely with the parish pastors. 

The catechists are entrusted with the leadership of the youth groups that are enthusiastically preparing to participate in WYD with zeal, faith, and hope. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2008)

Migrants – VATICAN - “That a true pastoral care and welcome to families of migrants and itinerant people might be the hallmark of the attitude and praxis of the Church towards people in mobility.” Concluding Communiqué from the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The family is the way of the Church and pastoral care directed at the migrant’s and itinerant’s family particularly aims at the integration (which is not assimilation), and/or the cohesion of the family in migration and itinerancy. At times, the maintenance of family unification or its reunification is a fundamental goal, because its members could be separated by distance or its disintegration.” These are the opening affirmations made in the Final Document from the 18th Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, which took place in Rome this past May 13-15, with the theme: “The Migrant and Itinerant Family.” Here are several extracts from the document.

The migrant and itinerant families are distinguished by the fact that they live a temporary separation, shorter or longer depending on the case at hand. “While a migrant or an itinerant person is far from home, s/he leaves the other partner alone to take care of and educate the children and somehow compels her/him to discharge the responsibilities of both parents. This could cause tension in the family. A permanent breakup could also ensue... This is a challenge to these families and also to those who give them pastoral assistance.”

“There are two basic approaches that must be utilized in the pastoral care of migrant families. First, to assist the family to maintain cohesion and, second, to find ways to assist the inculturation process (incarnation into different cultures), which is closely linked with integration. This implies dialogue which leads to understanding one another.”

“Many families, or one or more of its members, migrate because they cannot live with dignity in their own country or society. People get employment in jobs that cause mobility, to support themselves and their families. Especially undocumented or irregular migrants leave their country without their whole family, with the intention of sending remittances back home. Since they are all a resource to the societies where they work, in spite of their legal status, it is their due to have their problem of temporary or prolonged family separation addressed.”

“The way public opinion perceives the integration or non-integration of migrants plays an important role in setting up migration policies, especially the admittance or non-admittance of family members. In this regard it would be important to make the Church’s programmes in welcoming migrants known, including its spiritual and social services, advocacy and mediation work, especially in the major countries of destination. There is also a need to study and develop better legal frameworks — both in the international and the national levels — with the aim to make societies offer real possibilities for integration (which is not assimilation), rehabilitation for those who return, social stability and cohesion both for nationals, itinerant people and migrants, with their families.”

“Human trafficking, especially that of women and children, and the undocumented, or irregular, status of immigrants are other pastoral challenges to which the Church must respond. Programs of protection for the trafficked individuals, with the aim of eventually unifying them with their families, and projects to assist in regularizing the illegal status of immigrants... Immigrants are often forced to take multiple jobs, sometimes leaving their children unattended or involved in child labor practices. Attention to the working conditions of new immigrants, programs of economic assistance, especially job finding services, are also powerful pastoral tools, without forgetting what is specifically pastoral.”

“A pastoral program of welcome is perhaps the best pastoral tool that the Church can use to assist families in the context of migration... Such a family ministry has to be in dialogue with migrants and itinerant people to know them, their life situations, their conditions of work. Dialogue with them will reveal their real pastoral situation, their priority needs, and the ways by which effective response can be given to their situation. Through such a dialogue an effective family ministry can be set up. Without it a pastoral response can be misdirected and irrelevant.”

“In general, the pastoral approach to families in mobility demands flexibility and attention to the family unit as a whole... Although the situation of migrants and itinerant people varies from country to country, some of the common elements described above demand action so that a true pastoral care and welcome to families of migrants and itinerant people might be the hallmark of the attitude and praxis of the Church towards people in mobility.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2008)

Migrants – AMERICA/MEXICO - 1st Meeting of Bishops of Mexico, United States and Central America on the issue of illegal immigration and respect for the human rights of immigrants

Tijuana (Agenzia Fides) – Twenty Catholic Bishops from Mexico, United States, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Panama, Cuba, Guatemala and Honduras, reflected with lay people and experts in the field, on the need to work together to examine the issue of immigration and the political situation in the country of origin, transit and destination. The occasion was the 1st Meeting of the Bishops' Conferences of Mexico, United States and Central America, held in Tijana, Lower California (Mexico), 17 - 19 June. The participants also discussed neo liberal policies and repercussions on the growing phenomenon of migration in Mexico and central America. 

The Apostolic Nuncio in Mexico Archbishop Christophe Pierre said the Catholic Church cannot ignore a phenomenon such as migration and aims to promote the integration of immigrants. He said the Church should strive to encourage society to globalise solidarity towards immigrants. “The Church's position is to help countries dialogue on the issue of migration which involves all social groups in Latin America ” said Archbishop Pierre. 

The President of the Bishops' Commission for social pastoral, Bishop Gustavo Rodríguez Vega auxiliary of Monterrey, said the Church must work to promote respect for the rights of immigrants, to prevent injustice and seek to improve living conditions so poor people are not forced to emigrate. The Bishops said emigration must be a choice not an obligation. For his part Archbishop Rafael Ottuso Muñoz of Tijuana, said the Church's main concern is that immigrants are denied human rights and often deported. 

At the end of the meeting the Bishops said a solution must be found to the issue of illegal immigration and the treatment of immigrants who move to the North, because more than 5.000 people have died on the USA-Mexico border and respect for human rights of immigrants must be guaranteed. The Apostolic Nuncio in Mexico said governments which oblige citizens to leave the country in search of work and cross dangers borders share responsibility for the death of illegal immigrants. The Nuncio encouraged the local Catholic Churches in their activity to assist immigrants at numerous Catholic aid centres at the main border points. 

The Bishops' proposals for action presented at the end of the Meeting included the creation of support team to assist immigrants and help

Mission – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Catholic Bishops of the Brazil-Bolivia frontier region discuss drug trafficking, prison pastoral care, Great Continental Mission and the Amazon Region

Guajara Mirin (Agenzia Fides) –Catholic Bishops of Brazil and Bolivia met for the 10th Meeting of Bishops of the Brazil-Bolivia frontier region held in Guajara Mirin (Brazil), 17 al 19 June. Issues for discussion included: drug-trafficking, widespread in this region and smuggling; prison pastoral, to support activity to promote respect for human rights; the Great Continental Mission and the Amazon Region. 

In a spirit of brotherhood and pastoral cooperation the Bishops affirm in the final statement that there are no limits in the Church, the Church, the one great family of the children of God, helps build a world of more justice and solidarity and diversity becomes mutual enrichment. The Bishops say “we reflected on the presence of the Church in society in which we live and the Church's task to accompany processes of change always proclaiming the Good News of Jesus, the hope of every person of goodwill and to be close to the poor”. “Brazil and Bolivia as neighbours share human and cultural riches as well as common problems which must be clearly denounced”. 

“As Bishops of the Church - the statement continues - we are concerned about the plague of drug trafficking which destroys young people and whole families and generates violence in our towns and cities; another concern that so many citizens continue to emigrate in search of better living conditions but end up in illegal situations of isolation”. 

Warning that “certain projects in the Amazon may harm nature or be in the interest of only one country” the Bishops say " projects must be undertaken in a climate of reciprocal dialogue and respect for nature, and aim for the good of our countries and communities”. 

The Bishops say the meeting was an opportunity to “renew our commitment to work together to assist small border communities, in prison pastoral to assist prisoners and their families, in pastoral care for human mobility and care for emigrants of both countries”. 

With regard to the Continental Missione the Bishops recall: “the Aparecida Conference gave new spirit, life and action to our local Churches: our dignity as missionary disciples encourages us to be witnesses of Jesus and to work hard to build up His Kingdom”. They also agreed on the necessity of better coordination of the celebration of the Sacraments to help the whole community live and share the faith. 

“We ask Our Lady of Siringuero to protect the life of our local Churches, to help our pastoral workers and the entire People of God, in a spirit of renewal and pastoral conversion, be witnesses of the Good News of Jesus” the statement concludes. Meetings for Bishops of the Brazil-Bolivia frontier region started in 1982. The next one will be held in 2010 in Bolivia. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/6/2008)

Mission – AMERICA/COSTA RICA - First Regional Encounter of Lay Missionaries: “being a lay missionary means sharing our commitment with a Church with a missionary nature.”

Alajuela (Agenzia Fides) – From June 4 to 5, the First Regional Encounter of Lay Missionaries will be held in the Franciscan Pastoral Center in Costa Rica, according to information sent to Agenzia Fides by Rocio Araujo, Secretary for the National Missions Council (CONAMI) in El Salvador. The encounter has been organized by Msgr. Edmundo P. Valenzuela, head of the CELAM’s Missio Ad Gentes Department.

The general objective of the Encounter is to promote the “ad gentes” missionary commitment among the laity in northern Central America and the Caribbean. Among the specific objectives is the quest to cultivate the missionary identity in the laity, rooted in their baptism, reflect on the mission ad gentes that the Church must carry out through lay missionaries working in communion with the Bishop of the diocese where they are, as well as the local clergy and religious congregations. During the Encounter, there will also be an evaluation of how the lay missionaries in the area have been working, to see what has gone well and what needs improvement. This part will also include testimonies from those living in the missions. There will be testimonies on the ad gentes mission within one’s own country, ad gentes missions in other countries in America, and the missions in other continents. 

Among the themes to be addresses are: “The lay missionary in the Church: vocation of every baptized person”; “Sacramental life and mission”; Crossing to the other shore: areas of ad gentes missions”; The lay missionary in action: areas of activity for the lay missionary”; “What is the Spirituality and Ad Gentes Mission Department of CELAM?”; “What is CEFAM (the center for formation for lay missionaries for the mission ad gentes)?”

Rocio Arujo also informed Agenzia Fides on what the laity have been doing in El Salvador in recent years to build a national team that is committed to “making the missionary societies known in our country, in order to prepare ourselves for the mission so we can offer many fruits for the universal mission of the Church.”

The team met for the first time in 2005, after having participated in the III Continental Encounter of Lay Missionaries (January 2005), in which they were invited to form part of a communications network among missionaries, with the goal of sharing formation programs, etc. Rocio explained that from then on, two representatives from each missionary group began to meet in every country. From the beginning, they were accompanied by Fr. Norberto Marroquin (National Director of the PMS) and Rene Maldonado (Executive Secretary of CONAMI). Two members were also invited to forma part of the National Missions Council (Rocio Araujo and Rocio Sosa). 

In April 2006, an encounter was planned for June 4 with 5 representatives from all the groups, in which various activities were planned. Later, two encounters with pastoral workers and young adults for missionary formation took place. On April 29, 2006, there was an encounter in El Salvador involving 4 dioceses and a second encounter was held on May 6, 2006 in Jucuapa, Usulutan, with the participation of the 4 closest dioceses. “There was a significant number representing every diocese of our country,” Rocio explained, “and this motivated us even more to continue in our efforts with the youth, converting the mission into a response to God’s plan.” Later, in September 2006, a Missionary Congress for El Salvador was planned by the Bishops’ Conference and the National Missions Council and was held May 2008.

Throughout this process, Rocio says, “emphasis has been placed on the need for us as laity to become more identified with the missionary activity of the Church,” and although “the missionaries being sent up until now have been from religious congregations or missionary institutes, the local Church is little by little opening up this dimension as a result of the missionary thirst of her people.”

“Today, more than ever, being a lay missionary means sharing our commitment and support within a Church with a missionary nature, and that is sure that there is no other way that leads to the Father, to God’s Heart. The missionary zeal of our people is reflected in the specific vocations, in the many men and women that every day dedicate their lives to God’s Kingdom,” concluded the Secretary for the National Missions Council. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2008)

Mission – EUROPE/SPAIN - After two years, “Misión Joven” concludes in Madrid with a consecration to the Heart of Jesus in Cerro de los Angeles

Madrid (Agenzia Fides) – On Friday, June 6, the Ecclesiastical Province of Madrid (which includes the Dioceses of Madrid, Alcala de Henares, and Getafe) will celebrate the closing ceremony for “Misión Joven” (Youth Mission) with a consecration to the Heart of Jesus in Cerro de los Angeles, the site that marks Spain’s geographical center. The event will begin at 5:00pm with a gathering of participants at Perales del Rio, followed by prayer and benediction by Bishop Jesús Catalá Ibáñez of Alcala de Henares. At 6:00, there will be a procession with the statue of Our Lady of “la Real de la Almudena,” Patroness of the Archdiocese of Madrid, which will begin on the highest level of Cerro. Bishop Joaquín López de Andújar y Cánovas del Castillo of Getafe will give the welcoming address. At 8:30, there will be a Mass celebrated by Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid, during which will be the act of consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. From 10:00 to 11:00, there will be a “Festival Joven” (Youth Festival), and from 11:00 to 12:00, there will be a Prayer Vigil, which will conclude the Youth Mission. 

“We know the difficulties you are having as exams approach. Perhaps we are asking too much of you, we know. However, we trust in your generosity and testimony. These are values that attract the youth of your age that live with you on a daily basis. Help them to discover the Face of Christ! Invite your friends!,” the Bishops of this Ecclesiastical Province said in a statement issued on the occasion of the closing event, inviting the youth to participate. For the Bishops, the mini-pilgrimage to Cerro de los Angeles takes on meaning from “the path begun two years ago, when you were called to be the Lord’s Witnesses amongst your companions.” 

The Bishops continue: “before the Mass begins, on the lowest level of Cerro, the families who have participated in the Mission during this time will also join us. We will also be celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation and we will begin walking up to the highest level, knowing that we are accompanied by the Virgin Mary in our recitation of the Holy Rosary. Upon our arrival, we will be joined by the image of the Virgin of the Almudena, Patroness of the Archdiocese. She has accompanied us in all our diocesan events during ‘Misión Joven’ and will join us in our walking to the Lord’s Altar.” During the Mass, which “is the center of the life of the Church...we will present the fruits of our ‘Misión Joven’ to the Lord and we will consecrate ourselves to Christ through His Sacred Heart.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 3/6/2008)

The Holy Mass - AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Archdiocese of Caracas recalls that Mass is to be celebrated with deep respect and in full communion with the diocesan and the universal Church. It should never serve for political interpretations or manipulation

Caracas (Agenzia Fides) – A statement on "Eucharist, priesthood and Church unity" has been issued by the Archdiocese of Caracas following reports of a Mass recently celebrated without the permission of the Archbishop during which public prayers were said for the president elect of Paraguay. The statement signed by Cardinal Jorge Urosa Savino and his four auxiliary Bishops, recalls that priests and consecrated persons are called to “live the Church's mission with joy and enthusiasm and to announce to all men and women that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour and to be missionaries at builders of unity and peace ”. 

Priests, deacons and men and women religious must behave in the social-political field “as courageous messengers of the Gospel, promoters of justice and peace and determined defenders of human rights, fathers and brothers and sisters to all the faithful, regardless of their political attitude”. At the same time the document recalls that “for priests or consecrated persons to encourage political support for a certain party is not compatible with their ecclesial and pastoral mission”. 

The Statement continues “The Eucharist is the Catholic Church's greatest treasure, the Sacrament of unity and bond of charity among all believers ”, Mass is to be celebrated “in a spirit of sincere prayer and religious fervour, with deep respect and in total communion with the diocesan and universal Church, as an expression of unity of all Catholics. It should never serve for political interpretations or manipulation ”. 

“The Catholics of Caracas, bishops, priests, deacons, religious must work together for the good of our country, serving the nation with generosity and always, promoting Church unity”, the statement ends. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2008)

Life - AMERICA/MEXICO - March for Life: “True laicism is that which listens to reason, not one that is dominated by irrational imposition of a political nature.”

Mexico City (Agenzia Fides) – “We place ourselves at the feet of Our Lady of Guadalupe to thank her for the gift of life and reaffirm the truth of human life, in a world that ignores what science has proven: that the life of an embryo is human from the moment of conception until the last second of its earthly existence. This is the truth that we should announce to society and it is the truth that we must defend, with the clarity of reason, in the face of the legal dilemmas that a pluralistic society places on the discussion table and on people’s consciences.” These were the words of Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, Archbishop of Mexico City, in his homily given during a Mass on June 22, in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, during the celebration of the Great March for Life (see Fides 19/6/2008).

About 3,000 people from some 65 organizations, as well as priests and religious, participated in the March-Pilgrimage. The event was held as part of the peaceful demonstrations that are going on while the Supreme Court holds public audiences to analyze the law that decriminalizes abortion in Mexico City. For three hours, the participants in the March prayed the Rosary for the defense of Life and at 12 noon, Mass was held in the Basilica. 

Cardinal Rivera stated that “this proclamation does not come from arrogance, or from a desire to impose our own ideas on others,” but rather, it comes from “the certainty that the truth is the foundation for society.” He also recalled that “true laicism is that which listens to reason, not one that is dominated by irrational imposition of a political nature. He said that the Christian “only asks that his voice be heard without prejudices that disregard it ahead of time.” The Christian only wants to be heard, “with the respect that truths that come from convictions, deserve. He wants to be respected in his right to defend his perspectives with rationality, tolerance, and respect.”

He also mentions that “the offenses to human life end up seriously injuring those who carry them out and unfortunately, those who are their victims.”

The Cardinal says that “the promotion of the gift of life is not only limited to the painful drama of abortion.” There is another painful plight in Mexican society, i.e. organized violence, “that takes its toll on innocent persons, kidnapped out of a lack of respect for human life and the right to freedom that every human being has.” In this regards, the Cardinal finds it “worrisome that society does not react with ethical and civil courage in the face of these harmful acts and that it does not directly oppose those who continue, without facing consequences, to take advantage of the pain and of the lives of hundreds of people.” 

The Archbishop of Mexico City concluded his homily by asking that all people may “exercise their right to argue, using reasons and legal means, that human life should be defended and protected from the first instance of its existence.” And he asked Our Lady of Guadalupe to “enlighten those who must decide over the lives of other Mexicans, so that they may act in courage, justice, and wisdom, in deciding in conformity with the truth.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 23/6/2008)

Life – AMERICA/EL SALVADOR - Members of Congress in El Salvador unanimously sign the “Book of Life,” promising to defend life from conception to natural death.

San Salvador (Agenzia Fides) – On June 5, 2008, all of El Salvador’s Congressional representatives signed the “Book of Life” in the Legislative Assembly of the Republic of El Salvador. The “Book of Life” is an initiative that began in Honduras on March 27 this year, with the signing of 108 representatives, in honor of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Human Rights Convention. The 84 representatives of El Salvador’s Congress, in signing the Book of Life, make the commitment to defend life from conception until natural death. The organizers hope that the document will become the rubrics for all Central American countries. The next on the list are Nicaragua, Guatemala, and Costa Rica, however some are already suggesting that Panama and Mexico should be included. 

The solemn act was attended by Archbishop Fernando Sáenz de Lacalle of San Salvador; Reverend Juan Manuel Martínez, Presiding Pastor of the “Alianza Evangélica de El Salvador” (The Evangelical Alliance of El Salvador); Mariella Peña Pinto, Member of El Salvador’s Congress and President of the Family Commission; José Alejandro Arévalo, Member of Guatemala’s Congress, to whom the Book of Life was presented, so as to carry out the same initiative in his country; and Marta Lorena de Casco, Congress member from Honduras, in addition to two members of the Foundation “Sí a la Vida” (Yes to Life) of El Salvador and Guatemala. Other representatives of the pro-life movement in these countries were also present. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2008)

Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - The Archbishop of Quito states: “A Catholic cannot be pro-abortion"

Quito (Agenzia Fides) - The Archbishop of Quito, Raúl Vera issued a statement with his auxiliary Bishops, René Cobagalarza and Danilo Echeverría, expressing profound concern for a pro-abortion banner found at the foot of a statue of Our Lady of Quito on 17 June, and calling for an act of reparation to God and to His most Holy Mother. 

The Bishops abhor the declared intention of the perpetrators, the 'Coalition of Women for the de-penalisation of abortion' , to invoke the Blessed Virgin Mother as the model for all woman and to promote the 'abominable crime of abortion'

The Bishops recall the Catholic teaching that life is sacred from conception to natural end, abortion is always a serious crime, and a culture of life must be promoted to defend all life, not least the life of the unborn child.

The Bishops profoundly reject the act of profanation and remind the people " a Catholic cannot be pro- abortion". They recall that no one, not even a mother, may take the life of the innocent unborn defenceless child, denying them right to be born to eternal life in the regenerating water of baptism. 

Requesting individual and community acts of reparation to God and the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Archbishop of Quito announced a special recitation of the Rosary in front of the statue of Our Lady of Quito on Saturday 28 June as a public act of reparation. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 27/6/2008)

Life – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - Bishops’ statement condemns embryonic stem cell research: “true service to humanity begins with respect for each and every human life.”

Orlando (Agenzia Fides) – The United States Bishop’s Conference unanimously approved a declaration condemning embryonic stem cell research, during their Spring Meeting held on June 12-14 (see Fides 12/6/2008). The declaration, that draws from two speeches given by Benedict XVI and from the encyclical “Evangelium vitae,” refers to this kind of investigation as deliberate killing of innocent human beings and condemns the arguments used to justify it.

The Bishops recognize the fact that the Church appreciates and supports scientific progress, however they also affirm that, “true service to humanity begins with respect for each and every human life.” And yet, “some researchers, ethicists, and policy makers claim that we may directly kill innocent embryonic human beings as if they were mere objects of research,” and even turn taxpayers into accomplices in such killing through the use of public funds. 

The Bishops address both Catholics and non-Catholics alike, declaring embryonic stem cell research to be immoral, as it violates natural law, which is valid for all people regardless of their religion. The document also responds to the arguments used in justifying this research. The Bishops mention three fundamental points on this aspect.

Firstly, they recall the principle that the ends do not justify the means: “the false assumption that a good end can justify direct killing has been the source of

much evil in our world...the same ethic that justifies taking some lives to help the patient with Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s disease today can be used to sacrifice that very patient tomorrow, if his or her survival is viewed as disadvantaging other

human beings considered more deserving or productive.”

They also confront the claims that it does not involve killing what is a “complete” human life. The document clearly states that “from conception onward, is as much a living member of the human species as any of us.” They also mention the fact that “if fundamental rights such as the right to life are based on abilities or qualities that can appear or disappear, grow or diminish, and be greater or lesser in different human beings, then there are no inherent human rights, no true human equality, only privileges for the strong.” The Bishops also recall the fact that the country’s Declaration of Independence itself was based upon the principle that all human beings have been created equal before God, even though some of its signers did not follow this conviction. 

Likewise, the document rejects the argument that it is licit to use “spare” or “unwanted” embryos for research, with the excuse that they are going to die anyway. “This argument is simply invalid. Ultimately each of us will die, but that gives no one a right to kill us.” 

The declaration defends the need to remain firm against the embryonic stem cell research as well, in order to avoid practices such as cloning and the intents to create hybrids through the combination of human and animal genetic material. 

The Bishops conclude by making an appeal to establish a truly human society in which scientific research respects the norms of natural law, respecting the dignity of every human being. They also encourage research using adult stem cells: “Nature in fact provides ample resources for pursuing medical progress without raising

these grave moral concerns. Stem cells from adult tissues and umbilical cord blood are now known to be much more versatile than once thought.”

In presenting the document, Archbishop of Kansas City Joseph F. Naumann announced that another statement would be issued soon, “addressed especially to Catholic engaged and married couples (including those struggling with infertility), to explain the Church’s teaching on reproductive technologies such as ‘in vitro’ fertilization.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2008)

Life – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Bishops against abortion: “Our Constitution would be polluted with inhumanity were the state to demonstrate inadmissible indifference with regard to the deliberate killing of the unborn child ”

Quito (Agenzia Fides) - “The Right to Life” is the title of a statement issued by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Ecuador expressing concern on behalf of many Ecuadorians with regard to certain articles approved by a Constituent Assembly on June 24.

With regard to article 8 which they cite: <citizens have the right to decide when and how many children they want>, the Bishops say “This right appears unlimited and absolute, irrespective of rights established in other articles ”. Pointing out that as it stands the article refers to the existence of a right “to have an abortion at any moment in pregnancy. The mother or the father of the unborn child, having the right to decide when, can even say no just before the child is born”, the Bishops say, explaining that “the generic inviolability of life, established by article one, gives way to the absolute right of the parents because there is no set moment from which life is inviolable”. This premise establishes an abortist constitutional text which, the Bishops say, “protects many rights except the unborn child's right to life”. 

In a heartfelt appeal to the Constituent Assembly the Bishops urge its members “not to undermine the sense of love for life which is typical of our people and our culture and our way of understanding society and the law”. They add that state indifference to the deliberate killing of the innocent child "would pollute our Constitution, and the political programme to which it belongs with inhumanity”.

The Bishops remind Ecuadorian Catholics that “a well formed Catholic conscience would never allow a person to approve a law whose content is contrary to our Christian faith and morals”. The Bishops end with a prayer that good sense may prevail, the mentioned articles rejected, "that social harmony may strengthened and the aspirations of hundreds of thousands of Ecuadorians not be disappointed”. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 30/6/2008)

Consecrated Life – ASIA/BANGLADESH - results and recognition for Catholic consecrated life in Bangladesh

Dacca (Agenzia Fides) – Catholic religious life in Bangladesh, active in education and social assistance, recently received national recognition for fifty years of service to the nation in the field of schooling. 

The award was presented to 94 year old Sr Pia, a Child of Mary Sister, who first started teaching in 1952 when her country was known as East Pakistan having obtained independence five years earlier. At first Sister Pia, had only one pupil: the local people thought instruction was unnecessary and they also feared that  Sister Pia would try to convert the children to Christianity. 

Today the school has 900 pupils, including 35 high school girl boarders. Many leading members of society in Dinajpur today educated by Sister Pia, remember her with gratitude. 

Another event, a source of joy for the local Catholic Church, was the opening in Dinajpur of a new convent of enclosed Poor Clare Sisters. The convent chapel was consecrated by Archbishop Giuseppe Marino, apostolic nuncio to Pakistan and Bishop Moses Costa, Catholic Bishop of Dinajpur, in the presence of 40 priests and about 50 sisters of different congregations and many local Catholics of all ages. The convent, with day and night Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is sure to become a haven of prayer for the benefit of the whole diocese. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2008 righe 25 parole 249)

Vocations – EUROPE/ITALY - Sunday 29 June in Rome ordination to the priesthood of 34 Legionaries from 10 different countries 

Rome (Agenzia Fides) - On Sunday 29 June 2008, in the Chapel of the Centro di Studi Superiori in via degli Aldobrandeschi in Roma, 34 Legionaries of Christ will be ordained priests. The Mass will be presided by Archbishop Giuseppe Bertello, Nuncio Apostolic to Italy. Father Alvaro Corcuera, L.C., director general of the Legionaries of Christ and the Regnum Christi Movement will take part.

The candidates, from ten different countries, Italy (1), France (2), Spain (6), Mexico (16), Chile (1), Brazil (2), Argentina (1), Canada (1), USA (3), Venezuela (1), have completed an average of 12 years of study, apostolate and mission since they entered one of the Legion of Christ novitiates.

Among those present at the ordination, 17 Legionaries ordained deacons earlier this month: 11 Mexicans, 2 Americans, 3 Germans and one Irishman and 3 Colombians, the first Colombian legionaries, to be ordained on 19 July; two Mexican brothers to be ordained on 17 August with a third brother a diocesan seminarian; an Italian Legionary, Nicola Tovagliari, who will be ordained on 6 July in the archdiocese of Milan.

Each of these young men has his own personal story. Diego from Brazil studied work in advertising, Benjamin, from Ohio, is a former golf champion, Thomas, from France is football crazy and dreamed of becoming a professional, Julian from Argentina studied to be an electronic engineer.

Today the Congregation of the Legionaries of Christ is present in 20 different countries with 706 priests and 2,500 seminarians, 125 religious houses and formation centres. It runs 200 institutes of education, and 600 apostolate formation centres for lay Catholics, and is fully involved in education, healthcare and development programmes. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 25/6/2008)

SUPER QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/KENYA - “Include migrants in the local pastoral ministry, for an increasingly ‘catholic’ Church”: address given by Cardinal Martino at the African Meeting on migration

Nairobi (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Renato Raffaele Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, presented the Instruction “Erga migrantes caritas Christi” that was published by this same Council, to the participants of the Africa Continental Meeting on the theme, “Towards a better Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees in Africa at the Dawn of the Third Millennium” (see Fides 3/6/2008). The Congress is being held in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi and will conclude on June 5. 

In his speech, Cardinal Martino highlighted the particular attention with which the Catholic Church has traditionally addressed the problems related to migrants: “Since the last century, the Holy See has systematically focused its attention on human mobility, recognizing the implications of changing social situations, and promoting pastoral initiatives aimed at the full integration of migrants and itinerant peoples.” It is an attention that was emphasized in the creation (by Paul VI) of the Pontifical Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migration and Tourism, which Pope John Paul II converted into the current Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People. 

The Instruction “Erga migrantes caritas Christi” is a reflection of the Church’s concern for more effective pastoral care for Migrants and Refugees in today’s world, 30 years after the publication of the Motu proprio by Pope Paul VI, "Pastoralis Migratorum Cura.”

Given the nature of migration today, Cardinal Martino said, there is a need for “an ecumenical vision of this phenomenon.” “Inter-religious dialogue also comes into play, due to the growing numbers of immigrants who belong to other religions.” Thus, three modes of dialogue are necessary: within the Catholic Church; among the faithful of diverse Christian beliefs; among members of different religious faiths. 

From a pastoral viewpoint, Cardinal Martino insists on the need for “The integration of pastoral structures (whether already in place or to be established in the future) and the ecclesial ‘assimilation’ of migrants within ordinary pastoral care – with full respect of their legitimate diversity and their spiritual and cultural heritage, also with a view to forming an increasingly ‘catholic’ Church – is another important characteristic that the Document aims to emphasize and propose to the local Churches. This integration is an essential condition in order that pastoral care, for and with migrants, may become a meaningful expression of the Universal Church and the missio ad Gentes, (mission to peoples)...” As regards ecumenical aspects, Cardinal Martino says that, “like any authentic dialogue, this is also based on keeping to one’s own Catholic identity and not neglecting the need to take account of existing problems among Christians who unfortunately are still separate. Therefore, ‘facile irenicism,’ and at the other extreme, proselytism, in the negative sense of the word, should be avoided.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2008)

VATICAN - “AVE MARIA” by Mgr Luciano Alimandi - The Heart of Mary

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - On Saturday 31 May, the feast of the Visitation which this year coincided with the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Pope Benedict XVI underlined the importance of the Rosary prayer in the family and in the parish and commenting the Gospel of the Visitation, he made us a gift of a few intense words: “In the liturgy of today's feast of the Visitation we hear once again the passage of the Gospel of St Luke who narrates the journey of Mary of Nazareth to the house of her elderly cousin Elisabeth (…) When she reaches Elisabeth's house something happens which no artist could ever render with due beauty and profundity. The inward light of the Holy Spirit envelops the two of them. And Elisabeth, illuminated from Heaven exclaims: ‘'Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? Look, the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled" (Lk 1,42-45). These words might appear out of all proportion for the actual context. Elisabeth is one of many elderly woman in Israel and Mary is an ordinary girl living in a remote village of Galilee. What can they be and what can they do in a world where other persons and other powers count? Nevertheless, Mary amazes us once again; her heart is pure, totally open to the light of God; her soul is sinless, free of the burden of pride and selfishness. At the words of Elisabeth her spirit bursts forth in a song of praise, which is an authentic and profound 'theological' reading of history: a reading which we must continue to learn from Our Lady whose faith is without shadow or fault. ‘My soul magnifies the Lord. Mary acknowledges God's greatness. This is the fist indispensable sentiment of faith; the sentiment which reassures human creatures, freeing them from fear, even in the midst of the storms of history. Looking with the eyes of faith deeper than the surface, Mary 'sees' God's work in history (…) her Magnificat, centuries and millennia later, is still the truest and most profound interpretation of history, whereas the readings of many wise men of this world have been contradicted down through the centuries by the events...” (Benedict XVI, 31 May 2008).

Marian devotion, when it is authentic, leads necessarily to a desire to imitate Mary's virtues, her inwards attitudes, which shine through first of all in the Word of God. The Church, each one of us, wishes to learn from Mary, precisely because the Mother of the Incarnate Word is the best person to teach us how to be true disciples of Jesus. This is the ultimate purpose of every “pious exercise” dedicated to the Holy Mother of God. 

When our love for Our Lady is true, then we feel impelled to follow Jesus following Mary's 'way'. This “ Marian style” is marked by two fundamental virtues of the Heart of Christ and the Immaculate Heart of Mary perfectly united with Him: humility and meekness (cfr. Mt 11, 29). Some have written that while the Lord proclaimed the Beatitudes, he was thinking of His Mother who lived them all to perfection. The first beatitude is about humility and littleness. As Jesus says “poor in spirit” introduces to the riches of the Kingdom of God (cfr. Mt 5, 3). 

Our Lady in the song of the Magnificat, speaks of her poverty, her humility in the sense of nothingness, to explain that “the Lord chose her”: precisely because she was so humble, God looked on Her (cfr. Lk 1, 48). 

What pleases God most in his creatures is when they feel not “great” but “little” in front of Him and in front of one another. As the Pope teaches “Mary acknowledges God's greatness. This is the first indispensable sentiment of the faith ”! 

So we could say that the first sign of authentic faith is a heart which is humble, similar to the heart of Mary, always aware of one's nothingness and of God's infinite greatness and power. This heart will not be led astray by pride and therefore by the devil who, as Jesus says, “ was a murderer from the start; he was never grounded in the truth; there is no truth in him at all. When he lies he is speaking true to his nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies” (Jn 8, 44). A proud person “speaks about himself”, he can never be “objective” because he is so full of himself, closed in his own “subjectivism”, whereas the humble person opens to the truth, which he receives from the One who possesses. To the humble the Lord reveals the truth about himself because they are ready to accept it (cfr. Mt 11, 25). Our Lady is perfectly humble, because “her soul is sinless, free of the burden of pride and selfishness”, so God can give Himself to her to such an extent that enables her to conceive in the flesh His only Son, the incarnate Word. 

Therefore the smaller we make ourselves, entrusting ourselves to Mary, the more the Lord will enable us to welcome Him: the light of God's love will increase and gradually chase away the shadows of our selfishness. A humble heart is filled with authentic charity which “never seeks its own interests” (1Cor 13, 5). A humble heart does not act according to the self-centred logic of the world, instead it “flies" to meet God and neighbour, like Mary who went, with the Lord "under her heart" as a sweet German hymn says, 'in haste', to visit her elderly cousin Elisabeth. The “Visitation” is “Christ's charity in action” in Mary, revealed to us in all its beauty so we too may “hasten” to carry Jesus to those around us. (Agenzia Fides 4/6/2008)

EUROPE/ITALY - Strengthening the network on a national and regional level, creating an international network to face up to the treatment of human beings. “I do not think that any country can wash its hands of the issue,” Sr. Victoria Gonzales de Castejon tells Fides

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – During their Plenary Congress celebrated in 2001, the International Union of Superior Generals (UISG) made the commitment to take action in facing the spreading plague of human trafficking. Since then, hundreds of religious women in the world have taken formation courses, in collaboration with the international organization for migration (OIM), in order to help women who are victims of the treatment and slavery of sexual exploitation. On June 2-6, in Rome (Italy), the UISG and OIM organized an international congress in order to assess the results and experiences that have emerged over these past years and strengthen their network of relations and interventions that currently reaches out to somewhere between 600,000 to 800,000 people, the majority of whom are women.

A guideline for taking action from this year onwards has already been determined: strengthen the network on a national and regional level, create an international network, and find the necessary elements for sustaining this network of contacts. It is difficult to calculate exactly, but it seems that 70% of those exploited are women and of these 70%, 50% are minors. It is a vast and varying phenomenon that has reached an international level. Every year there are between 700,000 to 2 million people that fall victim to trafficking, as if they were merchandise products. The majority of the victims come from Asia, followed by the former Soviet Union, which is becoming one of the new “hubs” for exploiters. 75,000 people come from Eastern Europe, and between 200-500,000 from Latin America, who are taken to the United States and Europe. 

It is a criminal activity that encompasses an immense business. According to statistics from the Congress, in Canada alone every year, trafficking of foreign women for sexual exploitation and prostitution rakes in 400 million dollars. It is a phenomenon that is closely linked to the geo-political issues, in which women are victims of poverty, discrimination, difficulties in acquiring basic needs, and are forced to immigrate in order to support themselves and their children. Not only women (up to 60 years old) and children (from infancy) are the target for the trafficking. People from poor families, who live in rural areas or in the slums of the large cities, ethnic minorities, illiterates, girls who have run away from home, are all victims as well. There are also a small number of people who are victims of the exploitation without realizing it. 

These people are “enticed” by the promise of better economic and living conditions, with which they will be able to help their families that are often living in situations of extreme poverty and difficulty. The working conditions border on slavery: an abundance of working hours and completely exposed to dangers, not to mention the fact that the workers almost never receive even a part of the profit made. The victims of trafficking are not only used for prostitution, but also for performing forced labor, in drug trafficking, in the illegal adoption of minors, in sales of organs, in begging, and in various forms of work exploitation. 

At the close of the encounter, Sr. Sr. Victoria Gonzales de Castejon, Secretary of the International Union of Superior Generals, spoke with Fides and mentioned some of the most important ideas that had emerged from the conference: “Highlight the extent of the problem, it’s complex nature: what is needed is collaboration so that we can have an impact and be heard by the governments, institutions, and organizations. In this globalized world, these large and complex problems should be faced through networks.”

The formation courses were an initiative of the International Organization for Migrants, who asked the Union to collaborate. The Congress addressed the fruits of their collaboration effort, that of the courses that have taken place over the past few years, beginning with the experiences of what the religious do in terms of prevention, protection, and assistance in these political and social situations. “My hope is in the ‘drop of water’,” Sr. Victoria said. “When I hear the religious talk about how many women they are in contact with, and I compare this number to the reality of how many there are in need, it is like a drop of water. But, if at least one woman is freed and realizes her dignity - that she is worth much more, it is worthwhile - even if we cannot reach a billion people.” An important point is that of the relations with the most advanced countries in terms of development: “All are involved and responsible: both the countries where they are taken, as well as all the countries in between. I do not think that any country can wash its hands of this issue,” she said in making reference to a case of a girl who had been a victim of trafficking and was later killed in Australia, thus obliging the government there to take measures in facing this phenomenon that has extended on a worldwide level.

The faith is a great instrument that the religious that are in contact with the victims of traffic try to transmit, after having helped them to regain their freedom. “These women have a great passion. They live with the victims and pass the night on the street with them sometimes, accompanying them. I think that this relationship is already a saving act. This makes them rediscover their dignity, their beauty as women,” Sr. Victoria affirmed. 

Religious men are also starting to get involved in the fight against this plague. They are thinking of how they can take up a parallel battle in the issue, which is not only a problem among women, as they are normally exploited by men, but it is a world issue, a problem of concern for all people. The Congress concluded with the commitment to continue in establishing this collaboration and in strengthening the work of the network. It was not a cold and theoretical Congress, but rather one that was filled with real life experiences and based on the service carried out by the network: “with a passion that comes from experience,” Sr. Victoria concluded. (PC) (Agenzia Fides 9/6/2008)

AFRICA/SOMALIA - “The commitment of the international community is fundamental in bringing peace back to Somalia,” the Apostolic Administrator of Mogadishu tells Fides, following the cease-fire signing
Mogadishu (Agenzia Fides) – “It is definitely good news to hear of the accords and reconciliation meetings, although there have been many in recent years and the war continues,” Agenzia Fides was told by Bishop Giorgio Bertin of Djibouti, Apostolic Administrator of Mogadishu, in commenting on the cease-fire accord signed yesterday, June 9, in Djibouti between the transitional Somali government and the Alliance for the Re-liberation of Somalia (ARS), based in Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. Bishop Bertin explained that “the ARS is the main Somali opposition group that also includes members of the Islamic Courts, political figures like the former Speaker of Parliament, and representatives of various clans. You could say it is a blend of Somali clans, religions, and personalism. There are various components, some are considered more open to dialoguing than the so-called extremists.” The agreement was mediated by the United Nations, the Arab League, the African Union, the European Union, the United States of America, and Saudi Arabia.

The agreement calls for the cessation of armed confrontations within 30 days from the signing of this agreement throughout the national territory and will cover an initial period of 90 days after which it will be renewed. The signing parties also established that they will call on the United Nations to deploy an international stabilization force to within 120 days and a prosecution for all acts of armed violence in Somalia. In order to enforce the terms of the accord, the parties agree to allow free access to humanitarian aid organizations in providing assistance to the fatigued population and to refrain from declarations and actions the contradict the spirit of peace contained in the agreement. They agreed to form a UN-chaired Joint Security Committee within 15 days of signing to oversee the truce implementation. Lastly, a High Level Committee will be formed within 15 days, under the guidance of the UN, to assure political cooperation of both sides and for the issue of justice and reconciliation. These matters will be discussed in a conference that will begin July 30, 2008.

The accord has been rejected by Sheick Hassan Dahir Aweis, a fundamentalist leader that is wanted by the United States for terrorist acts. Various analysts on the Somali question consider him to be a marginal figure, however Bishop Bertin affirms that, “in the Somali situation, the minor groups and leaders can cause problems. However, it seems that the commitment of the international community, of a country like Saudi Arabia for example, could be the decisive factor in the convincing the Somalis to place the extremists aside and work for peace in an effective manner.” The negotiations are scheduled to continue in a Saudi town, in Gedda or perhaps, Mecca. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 10/6/2008)

ASIA/BANGLADESH - The Church in Bangladesh at the service of the nation, with a missionary vision. Agenzia Fides’ interviews Archbishop Paulinus Costa of Dacca, President of the Bangladesh Bishops’ Conference.

Vatican City (Fides) - “Thanks to the flowering of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, we hope to become a missionary Church, providing missionaries to the Churches in need.” These were the words of the Archbishop of Dacca and President of the Bangladesh Bishops’ Conference, His Excellency Paulinus Costa, in a dialogue with Agenzia Fides, while he has been at the Vatican June 9-14, for his ad limina apostolorum visit. Below is the text of the interview. 

What is the role of the Church in a country with a small Catholic community of 300,000 faithful?

We are Bengalese and we feel very much a part of the Bengal people, but as Christians we are called to share our values – the Gospel values – with all people. We try to remain entirely integrated in society. That is why we have extended our work of education for all people. There are many Catholic schools in our country, many of which are noteworthy and well-respected. They are considered the schools that offer the best education all around. In addition to education, with which we offer a service to the entire nation, is the area of medical and social assistance which is very well established. Our clinics offer assistance to a large number of people, especially the terminally ill and those that no one else looks after. 

How is the evangelization effort going? Is the Church growing? 

Following the 1999 publication of the Post-Synodal document “Ecclesia in Asia,” we have begun to more seriously consider preaching and evangelization. It is our task to make Christ’s message known to all peoples. However, we do have to be careful in our relationship with the Muslims, as the fundamentalist groups view the Christians as a threat. In spite of everything, however, many people – mostly from among the tribes and the Animists – continue to join us. There are many conversions and there are constantly more requests for pastoral assistance for the Catholics in the smallest and most remote areas. The number of Baptisms grows every year.

Are there vocations to the priesthood and religious life?

The vocations are for us a great sign of hope. Thanks to the flowering of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, we hope to become a missionary Church, sending priests and religious to the Churches in need of them. We are seeing the most growth in the vocations to religious life and we recently opened a cloistered monastery in the Diocese of Mymensingh. Another is under construction in Dianajpur. In addition, our seminaries are full and there are more and more youth who wish to enter. For us, the most important challenge is that of formation of religious personnel and the youth. In my Archdiocese of Dacca, we have ordained 8 new priests this year. 

How are relations with the Islamic world?

We are in constant dialogue with the Muslims in every moment of our life: at the school, the supermarket, in public life, on the street, everywhere. We have developed a friendly atmosphere and a “dialogue of life,” especially collaborating in areas of “Justice and Peace.” The dialogue takes place on all levels: from the leaders to the local parishioners. We form a part of the same nation and we should stand united in defending the dignity and rights of all men. Many Muslims collaborate in our charitable activities, for example in our hospitals and clinics. 

Is the Church working in the area of mass media?

We do all we can to announce the Truth, in spite of the general lack of infrastructures and technological means. The Bishops’ Conference has made a great effort in this respect, promoting magazines and other forms of communications media. We believe that is important to foster a just vision and image of the Church. We are currently in contact with “Radio Maria,” which will help us in opening a new Catholic radio station in our country.

What are your reflections and hopes for this ad limina visit?

We are filled with joy and gratitude. We have met with the Holy Father, who showed us his great love and care for us. We explained our situations and problems to him. We are sure that the Holy See will do all it can, through its Dicasteries, to help us, her small children. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 10/6/2008)

AFRICA/GHANA - “Promote human and Christian development, and support a system of self-reliance for our Church.” The Apostolic Prefect of Donkorkrom dialogues with Agenzia Fides one year after his installation.

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – “We want to work on evangelization and human development in a difficult are of our country,” Fr. Gabriel Edoe Kumordji, SVD, Apostolic Prefect of Donkorkrom (in eastern Ghana), told Agenzia Fides. The Apostolic Prefecture of Donkorkrom was erected on June 12, 2007, exactly one year ago, by Pope Benedict XVI, setting aside territory from the Diocese of Koforidua. “There is a strong migration movement in the area, from the rural parts to the city, as the environmental conditions are not the best. Due to the stagnant water present, the area is being infested by malarial mosquitoes. Among the victims are many children,” Fr. Kumordji told us.

“I hope to continue promoting human development, especially in the area of education and health. In relation to the first point, I would like to see Catholic professors, once they are formed and have completed an initial teaching cycle, remain in the area and not transfer to the city. I would like to offer greater support to private schools present in all the parishes of the Prefecture, and the girls’ schools. We also have a project underway for founding a professional school for boys.”

“Regarding health, there is only one hospital in the area, run by the Presbyterian community. We hope to improve collaboration with them and then start a new hospital in the other part of the zone, in order to facilitate access for those who currently live farther away from the hospital.”

“In order to finance these projects, we are counting on support from the Church in Ghana and the aid from our sister Churches in other countries. However, we also hope to become self-reliant. It is a long-term project. For now, we are thinking of opening an Internet Cafe with wideband internet service to provide the youth with access to the worldwide web and form a “Social Center,” a structure that is nonexistent in the area and that would provide a place where they can meet and talk. The NGOs working in the area are also in need of a building of this kind, where they can plan and administer their work. With what we charge for using the structure, we will be able to save up funds for local ecclesial activities,” Fr. Kumordji concluded.

The Prefecture has 6 Divine Word missionaries, one of whom is of local origin and three Fidei Donum priests from various dioceses of Ghana. There are also 7 SSps missionaries (sisters). The Apostolic Prefecture of Donkorkrom has an extension of 4,260 km sq. and a population of 136,000 inhabitants, of whom 12,000 (or 8.8%) are Catholic. 

Fr. Gabriel Edoe Kumordji was born in Accra on March 24, 1956. He was ordained a priest on July 14, 1985. He is the Provincial Superior of the SVDs in Ghana and President of the local Conference of Religious Major Superiors. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 12/6/2008)

ASIA/PAKISTAN - “The difficulties and pressures do not discourage us,” Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan, tells Fides

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “The Church’s mission continues making progress, amidst difficulties of all kinds: financial, political, etc, and amidst pressures from extremist factions. However, we do our best and we do not let ourselves be discouraged,” Archbishop Lawrence Saldanha, President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Pakistan, told Agenzia Fides in a recent interview that took place while he was on his ad limina apostolorum visit at the Vatican. 

“The Catholic population lives in poverty and with the economic difficulties that afflict the Church, as well. Some Islamic fundamentalist groups are making a campaign against Christianity, trying to make the people flee the country with their threats and intimidation and at times with forced conversions,” Archbishop Saldanha explained. “However, the Church continues her life, even under these pressures and difficulties. The number of vocations to the priesthood and religious life have diminished. The only desire of many youth is to immigrate, but those that remain are fairly active in pastoral activity.”

“We try to proclaim the Good News of Christ, however we have to be careful because there are also laws, for instance the one on blasphemy, which is used against the Christians. We are often up against extremists that do not facilitate the work of evangelization. The government tries to control these situations, but it is not easy, even for the governmental forces. The government believes it can dialogue with these groups that are active mostly in the northwest region of the country, and who are trying to introduce “sharia.” As far as we are concerned, we see it as futile and it does not work. You cannot and should not leave room for these groups, otherwise they continue acquiring more and more strength and justification. They should be fought. Otherwise, their influence will spread to the entire country. Religious fanaticism is a problem for everyone, even for the Pakistani government and the moderate Muslims, not only for them minority groups.”

However, there are also experiences of dialogue and collaboration with Islam, such as the creation of the “Interreligious Committee for Peace,” in which they come together to meet one another, discuss common problems, and dialogue towards reconciliation.

The Church is active in the area of human rights. “We participated in the movement for reforming the judicial system, which took place in the country a few months ago. The Justice and Peace Commission is collaborating with other organizations in the defense of human rights, in the UN as well. There are many activities going on in this area. We are participating in the campaign for the democratization of the country and for religious freedom. Today, the country is taking steps forward in this direction.”

Archbishop Saldanha also mentioned the Church’s commitment to education. It is “a great responsibility in a country where the illiteracy rate is at 60%.” The Catholic schools are also open to Muslim children, who attend the same classes and study the same material as the Christian children. 

“On this ad limina visit, we have also brought our problems before the Holy See, certain that we will be offered encouragement, hope, prayer, and concrete support.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 16/06/2008)

VATICAN - THE WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - A call to Christocentrism

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Emphasis, at times unilateral, on the human element and its centrality, even when “doing theology”, can be traced to a erroneous understanding, almost counterposition, of the relationship between the legitimate aspirations of man which he cannot renounce and the just as legitimate “demands" of God.

Paradoxically, more than two thousand years of Christianity have failed to sufficiently immunise man and his thoughts on God, from the temptation of seeing himself in “opposition” to his Creator, almost as if the full realisation of self, or human fulfilment, could or should happen “against” or “without” God. In Catholic doctrine this temptation has a very old name, perhaps somewhat forgotten by certain preaching, but absolutely central for elaborating any sort of theological, anthropological or moral discourse: the name is original sin.

Reflection on this doctrinal data, amply presented in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (396-409), impels us to emphasise that any “ anthropological turn”, which claims to re-found theology starting from man alone, or to affirm man and his needs, "against" the presumed "claims" of God, is almost certainly bound to be an “ anthropocentric turn”, which set man, solitary, at the centre of the cosmos, thwarting his natural openness to the infinite Mystery.

On the contrary, Christocentrism as we call it, originates from the one point in history when conflictuality between man and God is completely conquered, both in itself and as the unique and universal salvific effect of the redemptive sacrifice of Christ the Lord, the "fruits" of which are offered in freedom to all men and women and are therefore for all humanity. 

It would be most interesting if, so many years after that “ anthropological turn”, we could at last have a new and great, “ Christological ” and even Christocentric turn! The Second Vatican Council certainly called the whole Church to take this path and the recent Magisterium of the Pontiffs, both John Paul II, of venerated memory, and Benedict XVI, never ceases to call the faithful to acknowledge this centrality in thought, life and heart, and make it their own.

To rediscover Jesus of Nazareth, Lord and Christ, as the true centre of the history of humanity, of the life of the Church and, with necessary consequence (and cause), the life of each Christian, would be a real “anthropological turn”. This would illuminate, comfort and liberate mankind: in a word, enable mankind to effectively experience the salvation which Christ has won for us and which is offered to the freedom of every human person and then, at the same time, theology itself could rediscover its original calling, so luminously presented in the Church Fathers, to expose the mysteries of salvation, in an accessible and salutary manner, so as to foster intelligence of life itself. No one has man at heart more than Christ Himself: Christocentrism is history's real “anthropological turn”. Never has man been so “ central”, as with Christ the Lord. (Agenzia Fides 26/6/2008)

ASIA/PAKISTAN - The Christian faith is alive in the desert of Baluchistan: Agenzia Fides interviews the Apostolic Prefect of Quetta

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Baluchistan is a harsh, rugged territory, mainly set on a high plain, with varying altitudes of 100-1200 meters in height, among the mountains of Toba Kakar, on the Afghan border, and the Suliman mountain range, along the Indus River. To the south, along the border zones, lies one of the world’s harshest deserts, the Makran, where nomads live, dedicating their lives to their flocks of sheep. In the civil province of Baluchistan, is found the most recently established ecclesiastical jurisdiction in Pakistan, the Apostolic Prefecture of Quetta. The Prefecture, erected on November 9, 2001 in an area that encompasses nearly 7 million inhabitants, finds its roots among the first ecclesiastical territories erected during the reign of the British Empire in 1697, when the “Vicariate of the Great Mogul” was established, which included the lands of Sindh and Baluchistan. In 1832, the Vicariate went on to form a part of the Archdiocese of Bombay and then, 1878, it passed to the mission of Afghanistan, which had been entrusted to the Mill Hill missionaries. Fr. John Bernard Temme, Mill Hill missionary, was the first missionary killed in Quetta, that in the years to follow would be visited by Jesuits (who left in 1935) and then Franciscans (until 1982). In 1982, the pastoral care of the local community was entrusted to the Oblate Missionaries of Mary Immaculate (OMI), later reinforced by Salesians. In 2001, the official institution of the Apostolic Prefecture of Quetta was established (taking territory form the dioceses of Karachi and Hyderabad) and the Apostolic Prefect was appointed: Sri Lankan missionary Fr. Victor Gnanapragasam, OMI. 

Today, the Prefecture is subdivided into six parishes and nearly 30,000 Catholics. Fr. Victor, who was at the Vatican for the Ad limina Apostolorum visit of the Pakistani Bishops, told Fides that the Christian faith is alive, in spite of the difficulties of the area and the cultural and religious obstacles: “Our community is spread out on a vast area, for the most part desert, in which it is fairly difficult to go from one place to another and travel distances. The logistical difficulties are many. We try to visit the remote villages and sometimes it takes days and days of traveling to visit only 5 families. However, I think that slowly but surely the Catholic faithful, the majority of whom are poor farmers and cattlemen, are gaining confidence and the Catholic families are being strengthened in their faith, hope, and charity. With all the problems that they suffer, they could be tempted to lose hope or abandon the faith, but that is not what happens. This is encouraging for us in our pastoral efforts. Even though I am not able to frequently visit the various communities of the Prefecture, I know that they continue meeting on a regular basis to pray, celebrate, and hear the Word of God, in spite of the difficulties.”

“The pastoral life is easiest in Quetta, at the center of the Prefecture, where there are 5 congregations of religious sisters (a total of 20 sisters) and 10 priests, among which there are OMIs and Salesians. The missionary charism is alive and present and is bearing fruits.” The Prefecture also runs a school, attended by many Christian and non-Christian children and a home for urgent social service. It offers assistance to orphans, abandoned women, and poor families. There are 19 Catholic learning institutions and 14 social institutions (including hospitals, aid centers for marginalized persons, etc.). 

The Salesians have a parish in Quetta with nearly 1200 Christian families, with a youth center used for catechetical activities, professional training, and youth activities.

Amidst the biggest challenges and obstacles for Baluchistan is that of the spread of Islamic fundamentalism. Christians are often considered “second-class citizens” and, as many local faithful say, they “become a target for Islamic radicalists.” In August 2007, armed radicalists led an attack on a church in the Apostolic Prefecture of Quetta, wounding some of the faithful. “But the flame of the Christian faith has been ablaze for centuries and continues illuminating our life,” Fr. Victor concluded. “In the humble daily work, in silence, in prayer, the Catholic families give the testimony of a Christian life.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 17/6/2008)

ASIA/MYANMAR - “Compassion is the common religion in Post-Nargis Myanmar,” the Archbishop of Yangon tells Agenzia Fides

Yangon (Agenzia Fides) – After Cyclone Nargis, during the time of emergency aid rescue work and as people began returning to normal life, “the common religion that united Buddhists, Christians, and faithful of other religions is that of compassion.” This was affirmed in a message sent from Archbishop Charles Maung Bo of Yangon to Agenzia Fides. In a letter sent to Fides, the Archbishop tells of how the Buddhist monks have been working to save lives and help the survivors in Christian villages and how, in turn, Catholic volunteers have brought in aid, food, and medicines to the victims in a completely Buddhist sector. 

Solidarity knows no religion: “All religious groups were made victims by the cyclone. All places of worship-monasteries, clergy houses and convents bore the brunt of the deadly cyclone Nargis, in its monstrous ferocity tore through many of the famous places of worship of all religions,” Archbishop Bo affirmed. He also mentioned the case of someone who had given their life for the others, that of Fr. Andrew Soe, a priest from the Diocese of Pathein, who offered his life as a supreme sacrifice in trying to reach his marooned people. His body was found after 18 days.

The Archbishop explained that many people who survived have dedicated their time to helping others. In a predominately Buddhist country, “compassion broke forth like a healing stream after the demonic deluge.” Even before aid arrived from the government and the NGOs, “spontaneous charity sprang forth with Buddhists feeding Christians and Christians feeding the Buddhists.” 

Mercy and compassion have also been shown by members of other religious communities like the Hindus and Muslims. In Bogalay, the Hindu temple opened its portals to feed the multitude. In the ravished streets of Yangon, Muslim merchants were distributing food to the starving masses, victims of the disaster. 

The Catholic volunteers, the Archbishop mentions, have not hesitated in attending to the most risky villages, strewn with dead bodies of people and animals. “They were the first ones to hold mothers who lost their children, carried orphans and consoled a grieving community with prayer and simple presence.” “Compassion is the common religion in the post disaster phase,” the Archbishop concludes. Meanwhile, aid continues to be distributed among local Catholic communities: “Aid to the Church in Need” has given an additional sum of 80,000 Euros to the Archdiocese of Yangon and the Diocese of Pathein, that they may continue the preliminary interventions and thus, once again use the damaged Churches and religious buildings. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 18/6/2008)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE by Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - Pius XII and Catholic doctrine: if we cannot promote and defend it, we cannot diffuse it

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - We are approaching the 50 anniversary of the death a great Pope, Pius XII in Castelgandolfo on 9 October 1958. The Catholic Church owes him no less than it owes Pope John XXIII. “What remains unknown to many – said the Rector of the Lateran University, Archbishop Rino Fisichella, presenting the Congress and exhibition which will be held in the Vatican in the Autumn– is the influence Pius XII had on Vatican II. His profound and farsighted teaching can be verified in the sequence of the 43 Encyclicals which marked his Pontificate and numerous discourses with which he tackled the most controversial issues of the epoch”. 

The traits of this magisterium are promotion and defence of doctrine, the identification of errors. In fact unless we are unable to defend a certain thing we cannot diffuse it. Some might find this over triumphal: the fact that ambiguity and confusion increase where people are unable to distinguish between what is true and what is untrue.

As it has been demonstrated by Jesuit Father Peter Gumpel, if we examine at the minutes of the Council Fathers' discussions, his name is mentioned in no less than 1.500 interventions. In the notes of Council documents Pius XII is cited over 200 times. He is the most recurrent citation, except for Sacred Scripture. 

Unanimous acknowledgement of the heroic virtues of the Servant of God on the part of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, on 8 May 2007, is waiting to be sanctioned by His Holiness Benedict XVI. This will be an eloquent signal for a correct hermeneutics of the Second Vatican Council. In fact some speak of a line of discontinuity between the pre-Council and the post-Council Church, but they contradict themselves: on the one hand they call it the “new beginning” of the Church, on the other they reduced it to a “general council of the Roman Catholic Church”, setting it with other medieval and modern councils (from Constantinople IV to Vatican I) arbitrarily considered non ecumenical like the first seven (cfr intervention W. Brandmuller, Quando un Concilio è davvero ecumenico? in Avvenire, 13 July 2004, p 24).

Those who prefer this interpretation tend to counterposition Pius XII and John XXIII, forgetting among other things the great act of acknowledgement made by his Predecessor in the funeral oration and in the first encyclical Ad Petri Cathedram defining him “Doctor optimus, Ecclesiae sanctae lumen, divinae legis admonitor”. These are the three titles which a liturgical antiphon in the Roman Missal confers on Doctors of the Church. 

In actual fact, as Pope Benedict XVI recalled in his address to the Roman Curia on 22 December 2005, in the history of the Church there is no discontinuity, there is a linear process. Pope Pius XII anticipated and prepared the Council, just think of the liturgical reform he launched with the encyclical Mediator Dei or the encyclical Divino afflante Spiritu on the study of Sacred Scripture. The Council brought to conclusion what had been started under his Pontificate. There is no “counterposition” between Pius XII and John XXIII, as Pope Paul VI showed by opening at the same time the causes for the Beatification of both his predecessors.

Last of all we recall that Pius XII fought the ideologies and dictatorships of his day, staying in Rome when all other authorities had fled. The motto of his pontificate “opus iustitiae pax” summarises the sacrifice of his life for peace, through the promotion of justice for those suffering from discrimination. The faithful and citizens of Rome have inscribed him in their memory as Defensor Civitatis as it can be seen from the plaque in a square which bears his name situated not far from St Peter's. (Agenzia Fides 19/06/2008)

ASIA/TURKEY - “In an atmosphere of ecumenism and dialogue, the Church in Turkey will open the Pauline Year, on June 21”: Agenzia Fides talks with the Secretary of the Turkish Catholic Bishops’ Conference

Istanbul (Agenzia Fides) – “The climate that is felt with the upcoming opening of the Pauline Year in Turkey is positive. We are cautiously optimistic...We hope that is will be an opportunity for living the Christian faith, in ecumenical communion and in dialogue with the Muslim world.” This was what Father Mauro Pesce, Secretary General of the Bishops’ Conference of Turkey (CET).

The Church in Turkey is preparing to open the Pauline Year on June 21, in Tarsus. Attending the event will be Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Fr. Mauro explained. “In recent months, with Bishop Luigi Padovese, President of the CET, we have gone to visit and invite the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, His Holiness Bartholomew I, to attend this solemn inauguration ceremony. We have also invited His Beatitude Patriarch Mesrob II of the Apostolic Armenians (Gregorians) and the Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan Yusuf Cetin. All expressed their delight for the event.”

“The Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I, responding to the invitation and expressing his appreciation for all the preparation work, has informed us that he has been invited to Rome by His Holiness Benedict XVI for June 29th, and has appointed the first Secretary of Fanar as his representative in Tarsus. He will present a letter from the Patriarch. Patriarch Mesrob II of the Apostolic Armenians is unwell and will send a representative. All the Catholic Bishops of Aleppo, of both Syrian and Melkite rite, will attend. The Protestant Churches will also send a representative. The inauguration will include a Symposium on the theme: “Paul: citizen of Tarsus, citizen of the world.” 

The program for June 21 is the following: in the afternoon, after a brief musical performance, the Turkish Prime Minister, Tayyip Erdoğan, is scheduled to give a greeting address, along with other local authorities. Bishop Padovese will speak on the meaning of the Pauline Year. This will be followed by an ecumenical prayer vigil with the representatives of the various Churches, before an ecumenical assembly of faithful. All the events will take place at the Church-Museum of Tarsus, which has an outdoor plaza with a capacity of 400 persons. 

On Sunday, June 22, there will be a solemn Mass presided by Cardinal Walter Kasper. Scheduled to attend the Mass are the Bishops of Turket, leaders of other Christian Churches present in Turkey, and civil authorities. The civil authorities, Fr. Mauro said, “have shown a great openness and have facilitated the planning, thus helping to create a constructive climate of respect and dialogue.”

Later, on the occasion of the official opening of the Pauline Year, declared by Pope Benedict XVI from June 28 2008 to June 29, 2009, there will be a solemn celebration in Antioch, at the grotto of Saint Peter. There is also expected to be a large attendance from among Christian leaders, in an environment of ecumenism and dialogue, in honor of Saint Paul. 

Tarsus and Antioch will be, during the Pauline Year, centers for Pauline spirituality, sites of ongoing pilgrimages that, as Fr. Mauro explained, “are expected to come from all over Europe and the other continents, with a large youth participation.”

In Tarsus, the Church-Museum dedicated to Saint Paul remains an open matter. The local authorities have already permitted religious celebrations to take place inside the structure that was once a Church and has now been transformed into a museum. The Church in Turkey has asked permission to be able to use it on a continual basis during the Pauline Year, for liturgical celebrations with groups of pilgrims, or permission for building a new church in the city. There are signs of openness in this direction, on the part of Turkey’s national authorities: the Turkish Minister for Tourism and Culture, Ertugrul Gunay, has declared that all necessary efforts will be made in obtaining the permission and in facilitating the celebration of the Mass inside the Church-Museum during the determined time. Turkey’s President of the Parliamentary Committee for Foreign Affairs, Murat Mercan, was also in agreement. “The moderate Islamic government that is in power in Turkey is being very open and willing to help. We are hopeful that an accord will be met,” said Fr. Mauro Pesce. 

The Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference the positive reception with which the Pastoral Letter issued by the Bishops for the Pauline Year (cf Fides 28/1/2008) was met. It was also sent to all the Bishops and the Bishops’ Conferences in Europe, where it was also well-received. The local Catholic community responded well to its publication, as did the other Christian communities: “In the colorful mosaic of religious communities present in Turkey, we are nearly 100,000 Catholics, about 0.8% of the population, however the ecumenical and interreligious relations are very good. We work together to build peace and this strength will be even more visible and evident during the Pauline Year.” The Bishops’ Pastoral Letter reminds the faithful that “beyond being Catholic, Orthodox, Syrian, Armenian, Chaldean, and Protestant, we are Christians.” (PA) (Agenzia Fides 20/6/2008)
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