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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES Service – 31 August 2009

FIDES SPECIAL ISSUE 

Instrumentum mensis Augusti

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro Evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus V – Numerus VIII, Augustus A.D. MMIX

During the month of August the Sunday and feast day appointments for the recitation of the Angelus prayer and for the Wednesday General Audiences took place in the courtyard of the Pope's Summer Residence in the hillside town of Castel Gandolfo, where the Holy Father Benedict XVI returned after a brief holiday in the northern Italian mountains in Valle d’Aosta. On August 1 the Holy Father granted a special audience to participants in the World Swimming Championships held this year in Rome. On August 15, solemnity of the Assumption into Heaven of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pope took a five minute walk from his Summer Residence to the parish church of San Tommaso da Villanova of Castel Gandolfo where he celebrated Mass. On August 23, Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, sent a message on behalf of the Pope to participants at the 30th Rimini Meeting for friendship among peoples.
· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 August 2009 – Audience with participants in World Swimming Championships

2 August 2009 – Angelus

2 August 2009 – Concert performed by the Bayerisches Kammerorchester Bad Brückenau 

5 August 2009 – General Audience
9 August 2009 – Angelus

12 August 2009 – General Audience

15 August 2009 – Holy Mass on the solemnity of the Assumption at Castel Gandolfo parish church

15 August 2009 – Angelus

16 August 2009 – Angelus

19 August 2009 – General Audience

23 August 2009 – Angelus

23 August 2009 – Message to 30th  Rimini Meeting for Friendship among Peoples 

26 August 2009 – General Audience

30 August 2009 – Angelus
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· SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 August 2009 – Audience with participants in World Swimming Championships

VATICAN – Benedict XVI grants audience to participants in World Swimming Championships: “With your competitions you show what goals the vitality of youth can achieve when young people submit to the effort of a demanding training and are willing to accept numerous sacrifices and deprivations.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Saturday 1 August, in his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo the Holy Father Benedict XVI granted an audience to the organisers and trainers and athletes taking part in World Swimming Championships taking place in Rome. After greeting them all, an especially the athletes, the Pope dwelt on Psalm 8 a hymn of wonder for Creation expressing thanks to God “ for having endowed the human body with such perfection; for having enriched it with a beauty and harmony that can be expressed in so many ways!”. 

“The Church – the Pope continued –follows and encourages sport, practised not as an end in itself, but as a means, as a precious instrument for the perfection and balance of the whole person. In the Bible we also find interesting references to sport as an image of life. For example, the Apostle Paul, considered sports an authentic human value and used them not only as a metaphor to illustrate lofty ethical and ascent ideals but also as a means for human formation and as an element of human culture and civilization.”. Benedict XVI went on to urge the athletes to be champions in sport and in life, and to be models for their peers and since similar sports events, “ thanks to the modern means of social communication, have a considerable impact on public opinion, given that the language of sports is universal and reaches out in particular to the young generations. Therefore, the use of sport as a vehicle for positive messages contributes to building a more fraternal world with greater solidarity”. After brief words of greeting in different languages to participants of diverse nationalities the Pope assured them of his prayers and concluded: Dear friends, and especially you, dear athletes, as I thank you once again for this cordial meeting, I express the hope that you will "swim" towards ever more incomparable ideals”. (Agenzia Fides 1/8/2009; righe 21, parole 342)

2 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope at the Angelus presents the Saints whose feast days occur in the month of August and invokes the Blessed Virgin Mary: “May Mary, Mother of the Church, help priests to be totally in love with Christ, after the example of these models of priestly holiness.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Sunday 2 August, having returned to Castel Gandolfo a few days earlier from his holidays in Valle d’Aosta, the Holy Father Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Angelus with visitors gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence, and he recalled the Year of the Priesthood, a “ precious opportunity to deepen our knowledge of the value of the mission of priests in the Church and in the world”. The Pope reflected on the lives of Saints whose feast days occur in August, “who are real models of spirituality and priestly devotion.”: August 1, feast of Saint Alfonso Maria de’ Liguori, “Bishop and Doctor of the Church, a great teacher of moral theology and a model of Christian and pastoral virtues who was ever attentive to the religious needs of the people”; on 2 August, the Pope mentioned the "Forgiveness of Assisi", which St France obtained from the Pope in the year 1216: “ while he was praying in the little church of the Portiuncula. Jesus appeared to him in his glory, with the Virgin Mary on his right and surrounded by many Angels. They asked him to express a wish and Francis implored a "full and generous pardon" for all those who would visit that church who "repented and confessed their sins". Having received papal approval, the Saint did not wait for any written document but hastened to Assisi and when he reached the Portiuncula announced the good news: "Friends, the Lord wants to have us all in Heaven!"”. Then the Pope spoke about St Jean Marie Vianney, "whom we shall commemorate on 4 August? It was precisely to commemorate the 150th anniversary of his death that I announced the Year for Priests: humble parish priest who constitutes a model of priestly life not only for parish priests but for all priests ”. Benedict XVI went on to mention St Gaetano da Tiene ( 7 August) and Saint Dominic, on the 8th, of whom it was written “ he only "opened his mouth either to speak to God in prayer or to speak of God”. 

Lastly, before leading the Marian prayer the Holy Father recalled Pope Paul VI and the 31 anniversary if his death on August 6: “ His life, so profoundly priestly and so rich in humanity, continues to be a gift to the Church for which we thank God”. (Agenzia Fides 2/8/2009; righe 21, parole 352)

2 August 2009 – Concert offered by the Bayerisches Kammerorchester Bad Brückenau 

VATICAN– Benedict XVI after a Concert offered in his honour: “ Here, our hearts have brushed against the good and the beautiful.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of a Concert offered in his honour by the Bayerisches Kammerorchester Bad Brückenau in the courtyard the Papal Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, in the afternoon of Sunday 2 August, the Holy Father thanked those present, but expressed his displeasure at not being able to applaud as he wished due to his wrist, fractured while on holiday in the mountains: “Today, after such a beautiful concert, for the first time I was unable to clap vigorously!”. The Pope then briefly commented the melody of the oboe played by Mr Albrecht Mayer: “It was moving to observe that from a piece of wood, from this instrument, an entire universe of music flows: the unfathomable and the joyful, the serious and the humorous, the grandiose and the humble, an inner dialogue of melodies. I thought how magnificent it is that such promise is hidden in a small creative piece which the conductor can liberate, and this means that the whole creation is full of promises and that the human being receives the gift of leafing through this book of promises, at least for a while”. Referring to the programme, the Pontiff highlighted the analogy between Johann Sebastian Bach, Benjamin Britten and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, these “maestros acted like the good father of a family in the Gospel of which the Lord speaks. They draw the old and the new from their riches. With the incentive of their tasks, not only can they always create new things, but they can also take old things into consideration and therefore new potentials, which were present in the earlier work, become visible. This concert with the oboe solos has fulfilled the task of expressing new potentials in which the music continues, lives on and is reborn at every performance, just as it is now. ”. 

Benedict XVI concluded recalling the miraculous vision received by St Francis when the Lord granted what is known as the “forgiveness of Assisi”, and Francis “ went home and announced joyfully to his brethren: "friends, the Lord wants to have us all in Heaven"!”. In this regard the Holy Father urged those present to live a musical moment “as an hour of paradise, observing and listening to paradise, and the incorrupt beauty and goodness of the creation. It is not an escape from the miseries of this world and of daily life, because we can continue to counter evil and darkness only if we ourselves believe in goodness and we can believe in goodness only if we experience and live it as reality. Here, our hearts have brushed against the good and the beautiful.”. (Agenzia Fides 2/8/2009; righe 21, parole 359)

5 August 2009 – General Audience
VATICAN – “ It is on holiness that the credibility of witness and indeed the actual effectiveness of the mission of every priest depends ”:  catechesis of Benedict XVI at the General Audience

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – During the General Audience on Wednesday 5 August, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI reflected briefly on the life of St Jean Marie Vianney: “Precisely yesterday was the 150th  anniversary of his birth in Heaven... What great festivities there must have been in Heaven at the entry of such a zealous pastor! What a welcome he must have been given by the multitude of sons and daughters reconciled with the Father through his work as parish priest and confessor!”. 

Speaking of the Saint's childhood and adolescence the Pope recalled that although illiterate, “Nonetheless he knew by heart the prayers his devout mother had taught him and was nourished by the sense of religion in the atmosphere he breathed at home”. “He pondered on his desire to become a priest – the Pope continued – but it was far from easy for him to achieve it” until “at the age of 29, after numerous uncertainties, quite a few failures and many tears, he was able to walk up to the Lord's altar and make the dream of his life come true”. 

Benedict XVI continued: The Holy Curé of Ars always expressed the highest esteem for the gift he had received. “Indeed, in his pastoral service, as simple as it was extraordinarily fertile, this unknown parish priest of a forgotten village in the south of France was so successful in identifying with his ministry that he became, even in a visibly and universally recognisable manner, an alter Christus, an image of the Good Shepherd who, unlike the hired hand, lays down his life for his sheep … His existence– the Pope added –was a living catechesis that acquired a very special effectiveness when people saw him celebrating Mass, pausing before the tabernacle in adoration or spending hour after hour in the confessional”. 

Benedict XVI went on to say that the centre of the priestly life of this Saint was the Eucharist and the ministry of Confession. Jean Marie Vianney was “an excellent, tireless confessor and spiritual director”. Passing "with a single inner impulse from the altar to the confessional", where he spent a large part of the day, he did his utmost with preaching and persuasive advice to help his parishioners rediscover the meaning and beauty of the sacrament of Penance, presenting it as an inherent demand of the Eucharistic presence ”. 

Comparing the testimony of the Saint with the present day social and cultural condition, the Holy Father recalled “Although it is true that times change and many charisms are characteristic of the person, hence unrepeatable, there is nevertheless a lifestyle and a basic desire that we are all called to cultivate”. Constantly committing himself, full of trust, to the hands of divine Providence, “he won over even the most refractory souls by communicating to them what he himself lived deeply, namely, his friendship with Christ.”. “He was "in love" with Christ - the Pope said - and the true secret of his pastoral success was the fervour of his love for the Eucharistic Mystery, celebrated and lived, which became love for Christ's flock, for Christians and for all who were seeking God”. 

In the light of this witness, Benedict XVI said that rather than reducing Saint Jean Maria Vianney to an “example, albeit an admirable one, of 18-century devotional spirituality", instead one should "understand the prophetic power that marked his human and priestly personality that is extremely timely”. The Pope then compared the "dictatorship of rationalism" in post-Revolutionary France, “aimed at obliterating from society the very existence of priests and of the Church”, with current sort of "dictatorship of relativism" evident in many contexts. Both seem inadequate responses to the human being's justifiable request to use his reason as a distinctive and constitutive element of his own identity”. “Today however, as in that time, man, "a beggar for meaning and fulfilment", is constantly in quest of exhaustive answers to the basic questions that he never ceases to ask himself”. “ The teaching which in this regard the Holy Curé of Ars continues to pass on to us, the Holy Father concluded, is that the priest must create an intimate personal union with Christ that he must cultivate and increase, day after day. Only if he is in love with Christ will the priest be able to teach his union, this intimate friendship with the divine Teacher to all, and be able to move people's hearts and open them to the Lord's merciful love. Only in this way, consequently, will he be able to instil enthusiasm and spiritual vitality in the communities the Lord entrusts to him.”. (Agenzia Fides 5/8/2009; righe 44, parole 688)

9 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope at the Angelus: “there are philosophies and ideologies, but there are also always more ways of thinking and acting that exalt freedom as the unique principle of the human being, as an alternative to God, and which in this way transform the human being into a god, but an erroneous god who makes arbitrariness his own system of behaviour.”.

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – As on the previous Sunday, in his reflection before the Angelus prayer with the faithful gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence at Castel Gandolfo, on Sunday 12 August the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, dwelt on Saints commemorated in the Liturgy in August: Saint Clare  of Assisi, the martyrs Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein) and Saint Maximilian Kolbe and the martyrs of the Church in Rome Saint Pontianus Pope, Saint Hypolytus priest and Saint Lawrence deacon. “These Saints – the Pope said - are witnesses of that charity which loves "to the end", which does not take into account a wrong suffered but instead combats it with good (cf. 1 Cor 13: 4-8). From them we can learn especially we priests the evangelical heroism that impels us to give our life fearlessly for the salvation of souls. Love triumphs over death!”. 

The Pontiff then recalled the sad phenomenon of Nazi concentration camps “extreme symbols of evil, of hell that opens on earth when man forgets God and supplants him”, which were, he added, “the culmination of an extensive and widespread reality, often with shifting boundaries.”. “The Saints whom I have briefly recalled lead us to reflect on the profound divergences that exist between atheistic humanism and Christian humanism. This antithesis permeates the whole of history but with the contemporary nihilism, at the end of the second millennium, it has reached a crucial point, as great literary figures and thinkers have perceived and as events have amply demonstrated". Concluding his discourse, Benedict XVI said that in the face of philosophies and ideologies “ the Saints show the true Face of God who is Love and, at the same time, the authentic face of man, created in the divine image and likeness.”. (Agenzia Fides 9/8/2009; righe 17, parole 291).

12 August 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN – At the General Audience the Holy Father says “Because of his identification with and sacramental conformation to Jesus, Son of God and Son of Mary, every priest can and must feel that he really is a specially beloved son of this loftiest and humblest of Mothers. ”.

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Addressing visitors gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo for the General Audience on 12 August, the Holy Father Benedict XVI reflected on the connection between Our Lady and the Priesthood: “ When God decided to become man in his Son, he needed the freely-spoken "yes" of one of his creatures. God does not act against our freedom… Mary's "yes" is therefore the door through which God was able to enter the world, to become man. So it is that Mary is truly and profoundly involved in the Mystery of the Incarnation, of our salvation. And the Incarnation, the Son's becoming man, was the beginning that prepared the ground for the gift of himself; for giving himself with great love on the Cross to become Bread for the life of the world. Hence sacrifice, priesthood and Incarnation go together and Mary is at the heart of this mystery".

The Holy Father, Benedict XVI, continued his catechesis recalling that, before he died, the Lord Jesus, seeing his Mother at the foot of the cross and the disciple he loved, a prefiguration “of all beloved disciples, of all the people called by the Lord to be the "beloved disciple" and thus also particularly of priests”, said to Mary: “Woman, behold your son", and to his disciple: "Behold your Mother". “ The Gospel tells us - the Holy Father continued - that from that hour St John, the beloved son, took his mother Mary "to his own home". This is what it says in the [English] translation; but the Greek text is far deeper, far richer. We could translate it: he took Mary into his inner life, his inner being, "eis tà ìdia", into the depths of his being. To take Mary with one means to introduce her into the dynamism of one's own entire existence it is not something external and into all that constitutes the horizon of one's own apostolate. It seems to me that one can, therefore, understand how the special relationship of motherhood that exists between Mary and priests may constitute the primary source, the fundamental reason for her special love for each one of them. In fact, Mary loves them with predilection for two reasons: because they are more like Jesus, the supreme love of her heart, and because, like her, they are committed to the mission of proclaiming, bearing witness to and giving Christ to the world".

The Holy Father then recalled that the Second Vatican Council, “invites priests to look to Mary as to the perfect model for their existence, invoking her as "Mother of the supreme and eternal Priest, as Queen of Apostles, and as Protectress of their ministry". The Council continues, "priests should always venerate and love her, with a filial devotion and worship". Concluding his catechesis, before invoking the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Pope said: "The Holy Curé d'Ars, whom we are remembering in particular in this Year, used to like to say: "Jesus Christ, after giving us all that he could give us, wanted further to make us heirs to his most precious possession, that is, his Holy Mother. This is true for every Christian, for all of us, but in a special way for priests.". (Agenzia Fides 12/8/2009; righe 25, parole 432)

15 August 2009 – Solemnity of the Assumption: Holy Mass at the parish church of Castel Gandolfo 

VATICAN – The Pope celebrates the solemnity of the Assumption at Castel Gandolfo parish church: “in Mary's Assumption, we contemplate what we ourselves are called to attain in the following of Christ the Lord and in obedience to his word, at the end of our earthly journey. ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday 15 August, the feast of the Assumption into Heaven of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Holy Father Benedict XVI celebrated mass in the parish church of Castel Gandolfo dedicated to San Tommaso da Villanova.

In his homily he encouraged those present to contemplate the role of Mary and he said “the Immaculate Conception, the Annunciation, the Divine Motherhood and the Assumption are the fundamental, interconnected milestones with which the Church exalts and praises the glorious destiny of the Mother of God, but in which we can also read our history.”. “ The mystery of Mary's conception – the Pope continued –recalls the first page of the human event, pointing out to us that in the divine plan of creation man was to have had the purity and beauty of the Virgin Immaculate. This plan, jeopardised but not destroyed by sin, through the Incarnation of the Son of God, proclaimed and brought into being in Mary, was recomposed and restored to the free acceptance of the human being in faith”. The Holy Father went on to say “Lastly, in Mary's Assumption, we contemplate what we ourselves are called to attain in the following of Christ the Lord and in obedience to his word, at the end of our earthly journey. 

The last stage of the Mother of God's earthly pilgrimage invites us to look at the manner in which she journeyed on toward the goal of glorious eternity”. 

Commenting Mary's visit to Saint Elisabeth narrated in the Gospel according to Luke, the Pontiff said “the Evangelist wishes to emphasise that for Mary to follow her own vocation in docility to God's Spirit, who has brought about within her the Incarnation of the Word, means taking a new road and immediately setting out from home, allowing herself to be led on a journey by God alone”. “ Our Lady's life is guided by Another – the Pontiff continued –… it is modelled by the Holy Spirit, it is marked by events and encounters, such as that with Elizabeth, but above all by her very special relationship with her Son Jesus. It is a journey on which Mary, cherishing and pondering in her heart the events of her own life, perceives in them ever more profoundly the mysterious design of God the Father for the salvation of the world”. 

On the path “to the foot of the Cross –  the Pontiff said in his homily – Mary lives her constant ascent to God in the spirit of the Magnificat, fully adhering to God's plan of love, even in moments of darkness and suffering, and nourishing in her heart total abandonment in the Lord's hands in order to be a paradigm for the faithful of the Church”. 

Recalling that for every believer in Christ, life is “a path of discipleship”, tending towards “the definitive victory over sin and death and full communion with God”, the Holy Father added: “This means that with Baptism we have already fundamentally been raised and are seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, but we must physically attain what was previously begun and brought about in Baptism. In us, union with Christ resurrection is incomplete, but for the Virgin Mary it is complete, despite the journey that Our Lady also had to make. She has entered into the fullness of union with God, with her Son, she draws us onwards and accompanies us on our journey”.

The Pontiff went on to explain that in Mary taken up into Heaven we contemplate first of all “the One who, through a unique privilege, was granted to share with her soul and her body in Christ's definitive victory over death” and the crowning of “the crowning of her faith, of that journey of faith which she points out to the Church and to each one of us: the One who, at every moment, welcomed the Word of God, is taken up into Heaven, in other words she herself is received by the Son in the "dwelling place" which he prepared for us with his death and Resurrection (cf. Jn 14: 2-3)”.

Commenting the first Reading of the Mass, taken from the Book of Revelation, the Holy Father affirmed that the path of human life “is a journey that takes place, constantly, in the intense struggle between the dragon and the woman, between good and evil” and on this journey, he said, “Mary is the Star that guides us towards her Son Jesus, "the sun that has risen above all the shadows of history" (cf. Spe Salvi, n. 49) and gives us the hope we need: the hope that we can win, that God has won and that, with Baptism we entered into this victory”.  Before concluding with a passage from St Bernard, the Pope said "This is our hope: this presence of the Lord within us that becomes visible in Mary taken up into Heaven. ”. (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2009; righe 42, parole 709)

15 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope at the Angelus, on the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary recalls the Cure d'Ars: “he spoke of Our Lady with devotion but at the same time with familiarity and spontaneity”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Saturday 15 August, before the midday Angelus prayer with people gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo, the Pope spoke of the solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary as a “a privileged opportunity to meditate on the ultimate meaning of our existence”. Urging those present to turn to Mary, Star of hope, “the example of the Saints who turned to her in every circumstance”, the Holy Father recalled the witness and thoughts of the Patron Saint of the Year of the Priesthood, Saint Jean Marie Vianney, who, according to some biographers, “spoke of Mary with devotion and, at the same time, with familiarity and spontaneity”… “Motivated by apostolic longing, he rejoiced in speaking to his faithful of Mary and never tired of doing so. He could even present a difficult mystery like today's, that of the Assumption, with effective images, such as, for example: "Man was created for Heaven. The devil broke the ladder that led to it. Our Lord, with his Passion, made another.... The Virgin Most Holy stands at the top of the ladder and holds it steady with both hands". “The Holy Curé d'Ars was attracted above all by Mary's beauty, – the Pope continued before leading the recitation of the Angelus – a beauty that coincides with her being Immaculate the only creature to have been conceived without a shadow of sin... The Blessed Virgin", he said, "is that beautiful Creature who never displeased the good Lord". Lastly the Pope recalled that the Cure d'Ars “ As a good and faithful pastor, he first of all set an example also in this filial love for the Mother of Jesus by whom he felt drawn toward Heaven … Moreover, on several occasions he consecrated his parish to Our Lady, recommending that mothers in particular do the same, every morning, with their children”. The Holy Father concluded "Dear brothers and sisters, let us make our own the sentiments of the Holy Curé d'Ars. And with his same faith let us turn to Mary, taken up into Heaven, in a special way entrusting to her the priests of the whole world." (Agenzia Fides 15/8/2009; righe 18, parole 297)

16 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN – The Pope at the Angelus: “what happened in Mary also applies in ways that are different yet real to every man and to every woman because God asks each one of us to welcome him, to put at his disposal our heart and our body, our entire existence, our flesh, the Bible says, so that he may dwell in the world”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Before the Angelus prayer, in his address to the faithful gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence in Castel Gandolfo on Sunday 16 August the Holy Father Benedict XVI commented "'I am the living bread which came down from heaven' (Jn 6: 51). One cannot but be struck by this parallel that rotates around the symbol of "Heaven": Mary was "taken up" to the very place from which her Son had "come down". – the Pope explained -. Jesus says: "if any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh" (Jn 6: 51). Well, from whom did the Son of God take his "flesh", his actual, earthly humanity? He took it from the Virgin Mary.… In turn, at the end of her earthly life, the Virgin's body was taken up into Heaven by God and brought to enter the heavenly condition. It is a sort of exchange in which God always takes the full initiative but, in a certain sense…he also needs Mary, her "yes" as a creature, her very flesh, her actual existence, in order to prepare the matter for his sacrifice”. 

Benedict XVI went on to say: “what happened in Mary also applies in ways that are different yet real to every man and to every woman because God asks each one of us to welcome him, to put at his disposal our heart and our body, our entire existence, our flesh the Bible says so that he may dwell in the world... And if we say "yes", like Mary, indeed to the extent of our "yes", this mysterious exchange is also brought about for us and in us. We are taken up into the divinity of the One who took on our humanity. The Eucharist is the means, the instrument of this reciprocal transformation which always has God as its goal, and as the main actor”. Concluding his reflection, before invoking the intercession of Our Lady the Holy Father added: “Whoever eats of this Bread and lives in communion with Jesus, letting himself be transformed by him and in him, is saved from eternal death”. (Agenzia Fides 16/8/2009; righe 20, parole 361)

19 August 2009 – General Audience
VATICAN – Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “The foundations laid in seminary formation constitute that indispensable " spiritual humus " in which "to learn Christ", letting oneself be gradually configured to him, the one and only High Priest and Good Shepherd..”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – “ Through a mysterious design of Providence, my venerable Predecessor Pius XI canonised John Eudes and the Curé d'Ars together, on 31 May 1925, holding up to the whole world two extraordinary examples of priestly holiness.” The Holy Father, Benedict XVI said this during the General Audience on 19 August held in the courtyard of his Summer residence in Castel Gandolfo. 

In the context of the Year for Priests, Benedict XVI dwelt on the figure of Saint John Eudes, whose feast day it was “a tireless apostle of the devotion to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary who lived in France in the 17th century”, part of the  “great "French school" of holiness” with special apostolic zeal “for the formation of diocesan clergy ”. “ In 1563 the Council of Trent – the Holy Father continued – issued norms for the establishment of diocesan seminaries and for the formation of priests, since the Council was well aware that the whole crisis of the Reformation was also conditioned by the inadequate formation of priests… but since the application and realization of the norms was delayed both in Germany and in France, St John Eudes…a parish priest, founded a congregation specifically dedicated to the formation of priests. He founded his first seminary in the university town of Caen, a particularly appreciated experience which he very soon extended to other dioceses... He wanted to recall people, men and women and especially future priests, to the heart by showing them the priestly Heart of Christ and the motherly Heart of Mary. Every priest must be a witness and an apostle of this love for Christ's Heart and Mary's Heart. And here we come to our own time. ”.

Benedict XVI then referred to the Apostolic Exhortation Pastores dabo Vobis written by Pope John Paul II and in which he  "returned to and updated the norms of the Council of Trent and stressed above all the necessary continuity between the priest's initial and continuing formation. For him this is a true starting point for an authentic reform of the life and apostolate of priests. It is also the key to preventing the "new evangelization" from being merely an attractive slogan and to ensuring that it is expressed in reality." 
“ The foundations laid in seminary formation – Pope Benedict continued –constitute that indispensable " spiritual humus " in which "to learn Christ", letting oneself be gradually configured to him, the one and only High Priest and Good Shepherd.. The seminary period should therefore be seen as the actualisation of the moment when the Lord Jesus, after calling the Apostles and before sending them out to preach, asks them to be with him”. At the end of his audience the Pope asked the faithful to pray for priests and seminarians and he added: "I conclude, addressing to all of you present the exhortation of St John Eudes who said to priests: " Give yourselves to Jesus in order to enter the immensity of his great Heart which contains the Heart of his Holy Mother and the hearts of all the Saints and lose yourselves in this abyss of love, charity, mercy, humility, purity, patience, submission and holiness".  (Agenzia Fides 19/8/2009; righe 30, parole 488)

23 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN – Benedict XVI at the Angelus: “ Jesus is not content with superficial and formal belonging, a first and enthusiastic adherence is not enough for him; on the contrary, what is necessary is to take part for one's whole life "in his thinking and in his willing”
Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday 23 August, the Holy Father, Benedict XVI, after showing his wrist free of the plaster cast necessary following a fall while on holiday in northern Italy in Val d’Aosta, in the month of July, introduced the Angelus prayer at Castel Gandolfo, commenting the Sunday Gospel taken from the last chapter of the Gospel according to St John. 

The Pope said: “the Fourth Evangelist mentions the reaction of the people and of the disciples themselves. They were shocked by the Lord's words to the point that having followed him until then they exclaimed: "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?" (v. 60). After this, "many of his disciples drew back and no longer went about with him" (v. 66) and the same thing has happened over and over again in various periods of history. One might expect Jesus to seek compromises to make himself better understood, but he does not mitigate what he says. On the contrary, he turns directly to the Twelve and asks them: "Will you also go away?" (v. 67).’.” 
“ Today too, - the Pope continued - many are "shocked" by the paradox of the Christian faith. Jesus' teaching seems "hard", too difficult to accept and to put into practice. Then there are those who reject it and abandon Christ; there are those who seek to "adapt his" word to the fashions of the times, misrepresenting its meaning and value. "Will you also go away?" … Jesus is not content with superficial and formal belonging, a first and enthusiastic adherence is not enough for him; on the contrary, what is necessary is to take part for one's whole life "in his thinking and in his willing". Following him fills our hearts with joy and gives full meaning to our existence, but it entails difficulties and sacrifices because very often we must swim against the tide. ”. 

At the end of his reflection, Benedict XVI recalled the answer Peter gave when the Lord Jesus asks "Will you also go away?". The Pope said: "Peter answers "on the Apostles' behalf, and in the name of believers of every century: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God” and he concluded: “ Faith is a gift of God to man and at the same time man's free and total entrustment to God…If we open our hearts to Christ with trust, if we let ourselves be won over by him, we can also experience, like, for example, the holy Curé d'Ars, that "our only happiness on this earth is to love God and to know that he loves us".”.  (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2009; righe 23, parole 383)

23 August 2009 – Message to the 30th  Meeting for Friendship among Peoples
VATICAN – “May the Meeting continue to take up the challenges and questions to faith that our time poses and respond to them, treasuring the teaching of the late Mons. Luigi Giussani, Founder of the Ecclesial Movement, Communion and Liberation”: the Pope sends a message to participants at the annual Rimini Meeting for Friendship among Peoples
Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – Cardinal Secretary of State, Tarcisio Bertone, sent a Message on behalf of the Holy Father to those taking part in the 30th Annual Meeting in Rimini for Friendship among Peoples, the Message was read out before the Mass presided by Bishop Francesco Lambiasi, Bishops of Rimini, on the opening day, Sunday 23 August: “Assisted by scholars of every discipline, by artists, by religious authorities and by the spokespersons of the worlds of politics, finance and sport, it has been possible to exchange ideas on the fundamental questions and instances of human life and to examine the reasons for being Christian in our epoch.”.

The Message dwelt on the theme of this year, “"knowledge that is always an event". "Event" is a word with which Fr Giussani attempted to express anew the very nature of Christianity, which for him was an "encounter", that is, an experience of knowledge and communion. It is possible, precisely by juxtaposing the words "event" and "encounter", to perceive the message of the Meeting more clearly”. Reflecting on the subject-object relationship of knowledge, the text affirms “even in these disciplines whose "object" seems to be regulated by the invariable laws of nature, the observer's perspective is a factor that conditions and determines the result of the scientific experiment and hence of scientific knowledge as such”. 

Speaking of the historical sciences, "they are based on testimonies in which converge as factors that influence their way of communicating the reality they transmit the view of the world of those who composed them, together with their convictions, linked in turn to those of their time, their personal situations, the decisions by which they are placed in relation to the reality they describe, their moral calibre, their capacities and their ingenuity, their culture.”. “ The scholar who approaches his object – the text continues –must therefore discern all this, in order to understand and appreciate the meaning and importance of the message transmitted in an overall context, acting as though he were before a person he does not yet know well but who is telling him something which in any case he considers important to know.”. 

As a consequence " knowledge cannot be described as the registration of a detached spectator. On the contrary, involvement with the known object by the knowing subject is a conditio sine qua non of knowledge itself.”. “ This is why knowledge can be an "event". It "happens" like a real encounter between a subject and an object ”, which are “ two living realities that influence each other when they come into contact”. Therefore, the Message continues, “ acceptance of the object, readiness to listen which characterises the knowing subject as a true lover of the truth, can be described as a sort of "sympathy" for the object”, because “"To love" means "to want to know", and the desire and search for knowledge are an internal urge of love as such… and this establishes "a permanent relationship between love and truth" …which presupposes, by its nature, a certain "conformation" of subject and object".”. 

The Message concludes "One might wonder if there exists knowledge more necessary to man than knowledge of his Creator; if there exists knowledge more adequately described by the word "encounter" than that of the fundamental relationship that exists, precisely, between the spirit of man and the Spirit of God.” “Human rationality can only be exercised and thus reach its goal, which is knowledge of the truth and of God, through a purified heart that sincerely loves the truth it seeks”. (Agenzia Fides 23/9/2009; righe 39, parole 620)

26 August 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN – The Pope at the General Audience: “If the relationship between human creatures and the Creator is forgotten, matter is reduced to a selfish possession, man becomes the "last word".

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – At the general audience on Wednesday 26 August, the Holy Father Benedict XVI dwelt on the theme of protecting creation, a gift for which we must thank God “ and not only during our holidays! The various phenomena of environmental degradation and natural disasters which, unfortunately, are often reported in the news remind us of the urgent need to respect nature as we should, recovering and appreciating a correct relationship with the environment in every day life… The Earth is indeed a precious gift of the Creator who, in designing its intrinsic order, has given us bearings that guide us as stewards of his creation.

Benedict XVI then referred to what he wrote on this subject in his most recent Encyclical Caritas in veritate: “ Bearing in mind our common responsibility for creation (cf. n. 51), the Church is not only committed to promoting the protection of land, water and air as gifts of the Creator destined to everyone but above all she invites others and works herself to protect mankind from self-destruction. In fact, "when "human ecology' is respected within society, environmental ecology also benefits" …If the relationship between human creatures and the Creator is forgotten, matter is reduced to a selfish possession, man becomes the "last word", and the purpose of human existence is reduced to a scramble for the maximum number of possessions possible. ”. 

Continuing his catechesis, the Holy Father said: “ We are called, rather, to exercise responsible stewardship of creation, in order to protect it, to enjoy its fruits, and to cultivate it, finding the resources necessary for every one to live with dignity. Through the help of nature itself and through hard work and creativity, humanity is indeed capable of carrying out its grave duty to hand on the earth to future generations so that they too, in turn, will be able to inhabit it worthily and continue to cultivate it ”. 

Then, Benedict XVI, calling for “an integral human development beneficial for all peoples, present and future, a development inspired by the values of charity in truth”, urged the international community and individual governments to give in this sense the right signals to their citizens and to act consistently, “ to succeed in countering harmful ways of treating the environment! The economic and social costs of using up shared environmental resources must be recognized with transparency and borne by those who incur them, and not by other peoples or future generations. The protection of the environment, and the safeguarding of resources and of the climate, oblige all international leaders to act jointly respecting the law and promoting solidarity with the weakest regions of the world (cf. Caritas in Veritate, n. 50). Together we can build an integral human development beneficial for all peoples, present and future, a development inspired by the values of charity in truth. For this to happen it is essential that the current model of global development be transformed through a greater, and shared, acceptance of responsibility for creation: this is demanded not only by environmental factors, but also by the scandal of hunger and human misery". The Pope ended with these words: "Dear brothers and sisters, let us now give thanks to the Lord and make our own the words of St Francis found in "The Canticle of All Creatures":”. (Agenzia Fides 26/9/2009; righe 25, parole 413)

30 August 2009 – Angelus

VATICAN - Benedict XVI recalls at the Angelus “When married couples devote themselves generously to the education of children, guiding them and orienting them to the discovery of God's plan of love, they are preparing that fertile spiritual ground in which vocations flourish”.

Castel Gandolfo  (Agenzia Fides) – The importance of the educative task of parents to foster and nurture vocations and charisma inspired by the Holy Spirit, was underlined by the Holy Father Benedict XVI Sunday 30 August, before he led the recitation of the midday Angelus prayer with visitors gathered in the courtyard of the Papal Summer Residence at Castel Gandolfo. The Pope dwelt on the figure of Saint Monica, the mother of St Augustine, “considered the model and patron saint of Christian mothers ”, whom the Church commemorates on August 27. The Pope said " We are provided with a considerable amount of information about her by her son in his autobiography, Confessions, one of the widest read literary masterpieces of all time. In them we learn that St Augustine drank in the name of Jesus with his mother's milk, and that his mother brought him up in the Christian religion whose principles remained impressed upon him even in his years of spiritual and moral dissipation. Monica never ceased to pray for him and for his conversion and she had the consolation of seeing him return to the faith and receive Baptism. God heard the prayers of this holy mother… St Augustine used to say that his mother had "conceived him twice".”

After underlining that “ the history of Christianity is spangled with innumerable examples of holy parents and authentic Christian families who accompanied the life of generous priests and pastors of the Church”, the Holy Father cited in this regard Saints Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzus, both belonging to families of saints, the Italian married couple Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi, who lived between the late 19th century the mid 1900s, beatified by John Paul II in October 2001, to coincide with the 20th anniversary of the Apostolic Exhortation Familiaris consortio. “ When married couples devote themselves generously to the education of children, guiding them and orienting them to the discovery of God's plan of love, – said Benedict XVI -, they are preparing that fertile spiritual ground from which vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated life spring up and develop. This reveals how closely connected they are, and marriage and virginity illumine each other on the basis of their common roots in the spousal love of Christ. ”.

Just before the Angelus, the Pope said: " Dear brothers and sisters, in this Year for Priests, let us pray "through the intercession of the Holy Curé d'Ars, [that] Christian families become churches in miniature in which all vocations and all charisms, given by the Holy Spirit, are welcomed and appreciated" (from the Prayer for the Year for Priests). May the Blessed Virgin, whom we shall now invoke together, obtain this grace for us.

After the prayers, the Holy Father, mentioning the Day for the Protection of Creation celebrated in Italy on 1 September and the theme of which this year is 'The importance of air, an indispensable element for life', urged everyone to be more committed to safeguarding creation, a gift of God and encouraged industrialised countries "to cooperate responsibly for the future of the planet and to ensure that it is not the poorest populations who pay the highest price for climate changes”. (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 31/8/2009; righe 33, parole 469)

· VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of the Priesthood

“The teaching which in this regard the Holy Curé of Ars continues to pass on to us is that the priest must create an intimate personal union with Christ that he must cultivate and increase, day after day. Only if he is in love with Christ will the priest be able to teach his union, this intimate friendship with the divine Teacher to all, and be able to move people's hearts and open them to the Lord's merciful love. ” (General Audience 5 August 2009 ).

Knowledge

“ Human rationality can only be exercised and thus reach its goal, which is knowledge of the truth and of God, through a purified heart that sincerely loves the truth it seeks. Purified in this manner, the human spirit can open itself to the revelation of truth.” (Message to 30th  Meeting for Friendship among Peoples 15 August 2009).

Creation

“The created world, structured in an intelligent way by God, is entrusted to our responsibility and though we are able to analyse it and transform it we cannot consider ourselves creation's absolute master. We are called, rather, to exercise responsible stewardship of creation, in order to protect it, to enjoy its fruits, and to cultivate it, finding the resources necessary for every one to live with dignity.” (General Audience 26 August 2009).
Eucharist

“ The Eucharist is the means, the instrument of this reciprocal transformation which always has God as its goal, and as the main actor. He is the Head and we are the limbs, he is the Vine and we the branches. Whoever eats of this Bread and lives in communion with Jesus, letting himself be transformed by him and in him, is saved from eternal death:” (Angelus, 16 August 2009).

“[…] for every baptized person and especially for every priest the Eucharist is not merely an event with two protagonists, a dialogue between God and me. Eucharistic Communion aspires to a total transformation of one's life and forcefully flings open the whole human "I" of man and creates a new "we" (cf. Joseph Ratzinger, La Comunione nella Chiesa, p. 80)." (General Audience 5 August 2009 ).
Family

“ When married couples devote themselves generously to the education of children, guiding them and orienting them to the discovery of God's plan of love, they are preparing that fertile spiritual ground from which vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated life spring up and develop. This reveals how closely connected they are, and marriage and virginity illumine each other on the basis of their common roots in the spousal love of Christ.” (Angelus, 30 August 2009).

Faith

“ Faith is a gift of God to man and at the same time man's free and total entrustment to God [...].if we let ourselves be won over by him, we can also experience, like, for example, the holy Curé d'Ars, that "our only happiness on this earth is to love God and to know that he loves us"."” (Angelus, 23 August 2009).
Music

“ I thought how magnificent it is that such promise is hidden in a small creative piece which the conductor can liberate, and this means that the whole creation is full of promises and that the human being receives the gift of leafing through this book of promises, at least for a while” (Concert given by the Bayerisches Kammerorchester Bad Brückenau, 2 August 2009).

Mission

“ The credibility of witness depends on holiness and, once and for all, on the actual effectiveness of the mission of every priest. ” (General Audience 5 August 2009).

Relativism

“contemporary relativism humiliates reason because it arrives de facto at affirming that the human being can know nothing with certainty outside the positive scientific field. Today however, as in that time, man, "a beggar for meaning and fulfilment", is constantly in quest of exhaustive answers to the basic questions that he never ceases to ask himself. ” (General Audience 5 August 2009).
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