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AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




 FIDES News Service – 30 April 2009

FIDES SPECIAL 

Instrumentum mensis Aprilis

pro lectura Magisterii Summi Pontificis Benedicti XVI 

pro Evangelizatione in terris missionum

Annus V – Numerus IV, Aprilis A.D. MMIX

The month of April centred around the liturgical celebrations for Holy Week and Easter from the 5th  to 12th  April, presided by the Holy Father Benedict XVI. On  April 2nd thousands of  young people from the diocese of Rome participated at a Mass presided by the Pontiff to mark the 4th anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II. On the 26th Benedict XVI presided Mass during which five new saints were canonised. On April 28th , the Pope visited earthquake victims in the region of Abruzzo, not far from Rome. Earlier in the month, when the earthquake struck on April 6th  the Pope had sent a telegram of condolence to the Archbishop of Aquila and then a message on the occasion of the funeral of some of the victims in the city of L'Aquila.

Special Audiences granted by the Holy Father during April included: 5 April, Circolo di San Pietro; 6 April, young people from Madrid for the consigning of the World Youth Day Cross in view of WYD in Madrid 2011; 18 April, Franciscans taking part in the “ International Chapter of the Mats ”;  23 April members of the organising committee of the World Meeting of Families held in Mexico, and an audience with participants at the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Biblical Commission;  25 April, teachers of Catholic Religious Instruction. 

The Pope also received two groups of Bishops from Argentina on their ad limina visit.

Special appeals launched by the Pope included: Angelus 5 April, 4th UN day to increase awareness of the problem of antipersonnel mines and tenth anniversary of the UN Convention to Ban Anti-Personnel Mines, and the collection of signatures for a Convention to Ban Cluster Bombs. The Holy Father urged countries who have not yet done so, to sign “these important tools of international humanitarian law, to which the Holy See has always given full support ”. The Pope remembered many African migrants who drowned in the Mediterranean Sea while attempting to reach Europe, and urged the international community to seek to resolve the situation of those peoples.

SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2009 – General Audience

2 April 2009 – Ad limina visit of Bishops from Argentina

2 April 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Umberto Betti

2 April 2009 – Mass on the 4th anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II 

5 April 2009 – Audience with a delegation of the Circolo di San Pietro

5 April 2009 – Mass on Palm Sunday opens Passion Week 

5 April 2009 – Angelus 

6 April 2009 – Meeting with young people from Madrid and consigning of WYD Cross 

6 April 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for people killed in an earthquake in Abruzzo

8 April 2009 – General Audience 

9 April 2009 – Chrism Mass
9 April 2009 – Mass in Coena Domini

10 April 2009 – Message for the funeral of earthquake victims at L’Aquila

10 April 2009 – Stations of the Cross at the Colosseum

11 April 2009 – Easter Vigil Mass

12 April 2009 – Mass on Easter Sunday

12 April 2009 – Urbi et Orbi Easter Message and Blessing

13 April 2009 – Regina Caeli

15 April 2009 – General Audience 

18 April 2009 – Audience with Franciscans taking part in the International Chapter of the Mats

19 April 2009 – Regina Caeli

22 April 2009 – General Audience 

23 April 2009 – Mass with Organising Committee of the World Meeting for Families in Mexico 

23 April 2009 – Audience with the plenary assembly of the Pontifical Biblical Commission

25 April 2009 – Audience with participants at meeting for teachers of the Catholic Faith 

26 April 2009 – Mass for the canonisation of 5 new saints 

26 April 2009 – Regina Caeli

28 April 2009 – Visit to earthquake victims in Abruzzo 

29 April 2009 – General Audience 

30 April 2009 – Visit ad limina Bishops of Argentina 

30 April 2009 – Concert to mark the 4th anniversary of the Pontificate 
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QUAESTIONES

Year of St Paul –AFRICA/KENYA - Symposium on Saint Paul at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa

Year of St Paul – AFRICA/UGANDA - Saint Paul, on the 4th anniversary of the election of Benedict XVI

Year of St Paul – AMERICA/CANADA - Youth Summit 2009: May 15-18, with the theme “Mission-Era: St. Paul Style”

Year of St Paul – VATICAN - Seven Cardinals as Special Envoys of the Holy Father for the concluding acts of the Year of Saint Paul in Pauline sites

Year of the Priest - ASIA/CHINA - Priests in Shanghai are ready to respond to the Pope’s appeal for the Year of the Priest, with their commitment to spiritual renewal

Interreligious Dialogue – VATICAN - Message from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue to Buddhists, for the feast of Vesakh: “Witnessing to a Spirit of Poverty: Christians & Buddhists in Dialogue”

Evangelisation – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Since its foundation three years ago, the “Mercy Fund” has provided support to over 40 cities, for evangelization efforts

Evangelisation – ASIA/TAIWAN - “Youth, joy of the diocese and hope of the Church”: Message from the Youth Ministry Director of the Bishops' Commission for Evangelization

WYD – VATICAN - International Encounter for World Youth Day organizers: “WYD is not magic. Preparations should be taken seriously and be placed at the service of evangelization.”

Migration – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”: Message from the Korean Bishops for World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2009

Mission – AFRICA/SUDAN - Inauguration of the first Catholic university in South Sudan

Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Success beyond all expectations for Quito archdiocesan Mission Formation School 

Mission – ASIA/SRI LANKA - Sister Greta Educational Center for deaf children: from a shack to a rehabilitation center

Mission – OCEANIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA - The mission goes hand-in-hand with the commitment to education
Continental Mission – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Themes for the Plenary Assembly begun on April 23: structural adjustments of the Conference, launching of the Continental Mission, and analysis of the country's situation

Easter – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Easter Pastoral Letter from Bishops of Patagonia: “New life in the Risen Christ has the strength and creativity needed to face modern crises.”

Easter – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Bishops' appeal for Holy Week: “May the virtues that we reaffirm during these days shine in spite of confrontation, division, intolerance, and infringements on human dignity.”

Easter – ASIA/CHINA - Easter in Chinese Catholic communities with the administration of the Sacraments of Christian Initiation; 5 priests ordained in Feng Xiang

Easter – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - Thousands entering the Catholic Church this Easter, from all across the country

Pontifical Mission Societies – VATICAN - “The identity of the lay catechist in the evangelization of peoples” Congress at the Urbaniana, for 30th anniversary of Saint Joseph Missionary College

Pontifical Mission Societies  – VATICAN - Final day of the Congress organized by the Saint Joseph Missionary College: “The identity and role of the lay catechist in the Church, communion and mission.” Prayer – AFRICA/SOUTH AFRICA - “Place the Eucharist at the center of your faith life” Archbishop of Johannesburg tells the faithful

Prayer – EUROPE/POLAND - Czestochowa's Major Seminary launches Apostolate of Prayer for Vocations on Holy Thursday

Solidarity – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “We are doing all we can to help the people of Zimbabwe, but funds are lacking,” Caritas says

Solidarity – ASIA/CHINA - Chinese Catholics in the earthquake zone of Sichuan are praying from inside their tents for the victims, survivors, and aid workers of the Abruzzo earthquake; Chinese living in Italy also encouraged to be generous “because Italy is our second home”

Solidarity – EUROPE/ITALY - Italian Bishops' Conference expresses its closeness to the earthquake victims; Caritas Italy working to coordinate aid effort

Violence – AFRICA/CONGO DR - Pallottine missionary wounded in North Kivu, province in eastern Congo marked by tensions and violence for months

Violence – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Unanimous denouncing of the attack on the home of Cardinal Terrazas, which “reflects an attitude of intolerance and violence that goes against the principals of democratic coexistence”

Violence – ASIA/INDIA - Persecuted Christians in India “lift their gaze to Jesus crucified,” says Archbishop Emeritus of Bangalore

Violence – VATICAN - Holy See confirms commitment to fighting all racism and discrimination, from protection for migrants, women, and children to denouncing eugenics
Life –  AMERICA/BRAZIL - Third public demonstration pro-life: “ abortion is a radical attack on human life a defeat for medicine””

Life – AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Bishops denounce violence, drastic social inequality, and the concentration of power in the executive branch that presents a grave threat to democracy

Life –AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Week for Life, April 19-26, with the theme: “United in Prayer for Life”

SUPER QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/ANGOLA - Church working on the frontline in defense of children accused of “sorcery,” a sad reality which was denounced by Benedict XVI in his recent visit to Africa

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Cross is salvation and judgement

AFRICA/KENYA - A missionary's testimony from Korogocho, the fourth largest Nairobi slum that is home to 120,000 people

AFRICA/CONGO DR - “Thank you, Holy Father, for bringing hope for the future back to our continent” - A Message from the Bishops of Congo

VATICAN - AVE MARIA : Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Who can ever separate us from the love of Christ?
SYNTHESIS INTERVENTUUM

1 April 2009 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI thanks the Lord for the “generous action of missionaries, men and women religious” in Africa and prays that the African people “will be able to address with courage the great social, economic and spiritual challenges of the present”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “As I announced last Sunday in the Angelus, I will reflect today on my recent apostolic journey to Africa, the first of my pontificate to that continent. It was limited to Cameroon and Angola, but ideally, with my visit I wished to embrace all the African people and bless them in the name of the Lord.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in opening his address in the General Audience on Wednesday, April 1.

The Pope mentioned that he had experienced the “traditional warm African welcome,” beginning with his arrival in Cameroon, a country that “has many characteristics of that great continent, the first of them being its profound religious soul, which unites the very numerous ethnic groups that inhabit it.” John Paul II in 1995, chose precisely the capital city of Yaounde to promulgate the apostolic exhortation "Ecclesia in Africa," after the first synodal assembly dedicated precisely to the African continent. “This time, the Pope returned to hand over the "instrumentum laboris" of the second Synodal Assembly for Africa, planned in Rome for next October,” Pope Benedict XVI highlighted.

The meetings with the Bishops of Cameroon and later with those of Angola and Sao Tome and Principe allowed the Holy Father – especially in this Year of Saint Paul – “to speak about the urgency of evangelization, which is primarily the province of the bishops, underlining the collegial dimension, based on sacramental communion.” The Pope recalled how he had exhorted them to “be always an example for their priests and for all the faithful, and to follow closely the formation of seminarians that, thanks be to God, are numerous, and of catechists, who are increasingly necessary for the life of the Church in Africa.” 

Benedict XVI then recalled the celebration of Vespers on the Vigil of the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, in Yaounde, in the Church of Mary, Queen of the Apostles, Patroness of Cameroon, which rises in the place where the first evangelizers of Cameroon worked, the Spiritan Missionaries: “Contemplating the spiritual figure of St. Joseph, who consecrated his life to Christ and the Virgin Mary, I invited priests, consecrated persons and members of ecclesial movements to be always faithful to their vocation, living in the presence of God and in joyful obedience of his Word.” Later, in the Apostolic Nunciature, he held an encounter with representatives from the Muslim community, in which the Pope mentioned “the importance of interreligious dialogue and collaboration between Christians and Muslims to help the world to open to God.” 

One of the culminating moments of the trip was the presentation of "instrumentum laboris" of the Second Synodal Assembly for Africa, which took place on March 19 -- the feastday of St. Joseph. “The Synodal Assembly will take place in Rome, but in a certain sense it has already started in the heart of the African continent, in the heart of the Christian family that lives, suffers and hopes there,” the Pope commented.

In the encounter with the Members of the Special Council for Africa of the Synod of Bishops, the Pope commented that they “reflected together on the history of Africa from a theological and pastoral perspective. It was almost as the first meeting of the synod itself, in a fraternal debate between the various episcopates and the Pope in view of the synod of reconciliation and peace in Africa... In the midst of conflicts, unfortunately numerous and tragic, that still afflict the different regions of this continent, the Church knows she is a sign and instrument of unity and reconciliation so that the whole of Africa can build, united, a future of justice, solidarity and peace, carrying out the teachings of the Gospel.” 

The second stage of the trip to Africa was spent in Angola, which recently emerged from a civil war and is working on reconciliation and national reconstruction. The Pope commented: “with this visit of mine, whose first objective as obviously to confirm the faith of the Church, I also wished to encourage the social process in progress. In Angola one touches with one's hand what my venerated predecessors have repeated: Everything is lost with war, everything can be reborn with peace. But to reconstruct a nation, many moral energies are necessary.”

The Patron of Luanda, the capital of Angola, is Saint Paul. This is why the Pope wished to celebrate Mass in the church dedicated to the Apostle: “Once again St. Paul's personal experience spoke to us of his meeting with the Risen Christ, capable of transforming persons and society. The historical contexts change -- and it is necessary to take this into account -- but Christ remains as the true force of the radical renewal of man and of the human community.” In Luanda, the Pope held two special encounters: one with youth, the other with women. “With young people, in the stadium, it was a celebration of joy and hope, saddened unfortunately by the death of two girls, trampled by the crowd at the entrance...I paid homage to the women for the service that many of them offer to faith, human dignity, life and the family. I reaffirmed their full right to be involved in public life, without hurting, however, their role in the family, an essential mission to develop, always sharing responsibly with the other elements of the society and above all with husbands and fathers.”

In the great Mass celebrated on Sunday, March 22, with the Bishops of the Southern Africa, and with the participation of a million faithful, Benedict XVI told them: “If the African people do as ancient Israel did, and base their hope on the Word of God, rich in their religious and cultural heritage, they will really be able to build a future of reconciliation and stable peace for all.” 

The Pontiff concluded his address in the General Audience with this invitation: “I ask you to thank the Lord for the wonders he has done and continues to do in Africa thanks to the generous action of missionaries, men and women religious, volunteers, priests, catechists, and young communities full of enthusiasm and faith. I also ask you to pray for the peoples of Africa, very dear to me, so that they will be able to address with courage the great social, economic and spiritual challenges of the present moment.” 

As he greeted the people in various languages, he addressed the Polish pilgrims, recalling John Paul II and the fourth anniversary of his death: “May the spiritual heirloom of your Great Kinsman inspite in you in your personal, family, social, and national life. I join you in praying for the gift of his Beatification.”

At the end of the audience, the Pope met with Sister Maria Teresa Olivero and Sister Caterina Giraudo, two missionaries from the Contemplative Missionary Movement of Father Charles de Foucauld in Cuneo, who were held hostages in Somalia for 102 days and for whom the Holy Father had been constantly praying. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2009)

2 April 2009 – Audience with Bishops of Argentina on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells second group of Argentinean Bishops: “The evangelizer should be a faithful son of the Church, moreover, someone who is filled with a love for mankind that drives them to offer others the great hope that we bear in our souls.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – “We should always keep in mind that the primary form of evangelization is the testimony of one’s own life. Holiness of life is a precious gift that you can offer your communities on the path towards true renewal in the Church. Modern man feels the urgent need for a clear and attractive testimony of an exemplary and coherent life. Thus, holiness is always a demand of our time.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in addressing the second group of Bishops from Argentina, whom he received in an audience on April 2, on their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit. 

In his address, the Pope highlighted that in Argentina, there is “an urgent need to carry out an extensive and profound work of evangelization” that takes into accounts the Christian values that have shaped the history and culture of the country, and can lead its communities and society at large to moral and spiritual rebirth. “You are also inspired by the strong missionary spirit that the 5th General Conference of the Bishops of Latin America and the Caribbean has sought to cultivate in all the Church in Latin America.”

Quoting the Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii nuntiandi” by Pope Paul VI, the Holy Father recalled that evangelizing “does not only consist in transmitting or teaching a doctrine, but in preaching Christ, the mystery of His Person and His Love... Taking into account, moreover, that ‘the truth cannot impose itself except by virtue of its own truth,’ and that knowledge obtained by others or transmitted by the culture itself offer man truths that he would not be able to obtain on his own, we maintain that ‘announcement and witness of the Gospel are the primary service Christians can give to individuals and the entire human race.’”

Benedict XVI then mentioned that “All evangelising activity springs from a threefold love: for the Word of God, for the Church and for the world. ... Through Sacred Scripture Christ makes Himself known to us in His person, His life and His doctrine". Hence, prelates must "facilitate the access of all faithful to Sacred Scripture so that, placing the Word of God at the centre of their lives, they may welcome Christ as Redeemer and His light may illuminate all areas of human existence. Given that the Word of God cannot be understood when it is separated or marginalized from the Church, a spirit of communion and fidelity to the Magisterium should be cultivated, especially in those with the mission of transmitting the fullness of the Gospel message. The evangelizer should be a faithful son of the Church, moreover, someone who is filled with a love for mankind that drives them to offer others the great hope that we bear in our souls.” 

Later, reflecting once more on the fact that “holiness is always a demand of our time,” the Pontiff exhorted the Bishops to “place particular attention on the priests,” as “the challenges of our time require, more than ever, virtuous priests, filled with a spirit of prayer and sacrifice, with a solid formation, and dedicated to serving Christ and the Church through acts of charity. The priest has a heavy responsibility to ensure that his conduct appears irreproachable in the eyes of the faithful, closely following Christ and will the help and encouragement of the faithful, especially with their prayer, understanding, and spiritual affection.”

The Pope also encouraged the Bishops “to ensure that lay people become increasingly aware of their vocation as living members of the Church and true disciples and missionaries of Christ in all things. How many benefits may we hope to see, also for civil society, by the resurgence of mature lay people who seek sanctity in their everyday lives, in full communion with their pastors and firm in their apostolic vocation to be evangelical ferment in the world!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2009)

2 April 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for the death of Cardinal Umberto Betti

VATICAN - Holy Father’s telegram of condolence for the death of Cardinal Umberto Betti

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Holy Father Benedict XVI sent the following telegram of condolence to Fr. Jose Rodriguez Carballo O.F.M., minister general of the Order of Friars Minor, for the death of Cardinal Umberto Betti O.F.M., who died on the afternoon of April 1 (see Fides 2/4/2009): "It was with great sadness that I learned the news of the death of Cardinal Umberto Betti and, spiritually sharing in the mourning that has struck the Order of Friars Minor, I wish to express my heartfelt condolences. My soul filled with gratitude to the Lord, I recall the ministry that the lamented Cardinal carried out with such zeal, particularly as illustrious theologian, expert of Vatican Council II, esteemed consultor of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and of the Secretariat of State, and rector of the Pontifical Lateran University. Raising fervent prayers for such a worthy servant of the Gospel and invoking divine goodness to grant eternal peace to his soul, I send my special apostolic blessing to comfort his relatives, confreres, and all those mourning his passing.” Benedictus PP. XVI. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2009)

2 April 2009 – Mass on the 4th anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II

VATICAN - The Holy Father presides a Mass for the 4th anniversary of the death of Pope John Paul II: “bold and daring defender of Christ: he did not hesitate to consume all his energies in order to spread the light everywhere.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The beloved Servant of God Karol Wojtyla -- John Paul II -- who from his youth showed himself a bold and daring defender of Christ: He did not hesitate to consume all his energies in order to spread the light everywhere; he did not accept to give in to compromises when it was a question of proclaiming and defending [Christ's] truth; he never tired of spreading [Christ's] love. From the beginning of his pontificate until April 2, 2005, he was not afraid to proclaim to all and always that Jesus alone is the Savior and the true Liberator of man and of all men.” It was with these words that the Holy Father Benedict XVI recalled the Servant of God Pope John Paul II during the celebration of the Holy Mass he presided with Cardinals in the Vatican Basilica on the afternoon of Thursday, April 2, 4th anniversary of the death of the Servant of God. The youth of the Diocese of Rome played a special role in the celebration, in preparation for World Youth Day, which will be celebrated on a diocesan level on Palm Sunday. 

Commenting the First Reading of the Mass, in which God tells Abraham that he will have numerous descendants, the Pope highlighted the unique spiritual experience of Servant of God John Paul II: “It could be said that, especially in the years of his pontificate, he engendered many sons and daughters in the faith. You are visible signs of this, dear young people present this afternoon: you, young people of Rome and you, young people from Sydney and Madrid, who represent ideally the multitude of boys and girls who have participated in the by now 23 World Youth Days in different parts of the world. How many vocations to the priesthood and to consecrated life, how many young families determined to live the evangelical ideal and to tend to holiness are united to the testimony and the preaching of my venerated Predecessor! How many boys and girls have been converted, or have persevered on their Christian path thanks to his prayer, his encouragement, his support and his example!...As affectionate father and attentive educator, he indicated sure and firm points of reference indispensable for all, in a special way for youth. And in the hour of agony and death, this new generation wished to manifest to him that it had understood his teachings, silently recollected in prayer in St. Peter's Square and in so many other places of the world. Young people felt that his disappearance constituted a loss: "Their" Pope was dying, whom they regarded as "their father" in the faith. They realized at the same time that he was leaving them as inheritance his courage and the consistency of his testimony. Had he not underlined many times the need for a radical adherence to the Gospel, exhorting adults and young people to take this common educational responsibility seriously? I have also wanted to take up this longing of his, pausing on different occasions to speak of the educational emergency that concerns families, the Church, society and especially the new generations today.”

In order to carry out this demanding mission, it is not enough to take recourse to human resources, the Pope highlighted, “it is necessary to trust in the first place in divine help...Dear young people, we cannot live without hope...However, pay attention: In times such as these, given the cultural and social context in which we live, the risk can be stronger of reducing Christian hope to an ideology, to a group slogan, to an exterior coating. There is nothing more contrary to Jesus' message! He does not want his disciples to 'recite' a part of his teaching, perhaps that of hope. He wants them to 'be' hope, and they can be so only if they remain united to him! He wants each one of you, dear young friends, to be a small source of hope for your neighbor, and to be, all together, an oasis of hope for the society in which you are inserted. Now, this is possible with one condition: That you live of him and in him, through prayer and the sacraments, as I have written you in this year's message. If Christ's words remain in us, we will be able to carry high the flame of that love that he has enkindled in the earth; we can carry high the flame of faith and hope, with which we advance toward him, while we await his glorious return at the end of time. It is the flame that Pope John Paul II has left us as inheritance. He has given it to me, as his Successor; and this afternoon I hand it over once again, in a special way, to you, young people of Rome, so that you continue to be morning watchmen, vigilant and joyful in this dawn of the third millennium. Respond generously to Christ's call! (SL) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2009)

5 April 2009 – Audience with a delegation of the Circolo di San Pietro

VATICAN - Pope tells members of the Circle of St. Peter that “charitable service becomes a privileged method of evangelization, in the light of Jesus' own teaching”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “We know that the authenticity of our faithfulness to the Gospel may also be measured in terms of the real attention and concern we strive to show towards others, especially the weakest and the marginalized. Thus charitable service, which can take many forms, becomes a privileged method of evangelization, in the light of Jesus' own teaching which tells us that whatever we do to our brothers – especially those who are the 'least' and neglected – we do it to Him.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI mentioned in his address on April 3 to an audience of members of the Circle of Saint Peter.

“In order for our service to be more than mere philanthropy, for it to be useful and praiseworthy, we must nurture it with constant prayer and trust in God. We need to adapt our gaze to that of Christ, our heart to His Heart. In this manner, the loving support offered to others will become a participation and conscientious sharing in their hopes and sufferings, making visible – we could almost say tangible – God's infinite mercy towards each human person and our faith in Him. Jesus, His Only Son, in dying on the Cross has revealed to us the merciful love of the Father, which is a font of true fraternity among all men, and He has showed us the only possible way for becoming credible witnesses of this Love.”

In his address, the Pontiff once again expressed his appreciation for the services of the Circle of Saint Peter to the Pope and for the contribution of the Christians in Rome, especially in reaching out to their poor and needy brethren. He also expressed his hope that the Easter Triduum could be for each member of the Circle “an occasion to strengthen and purify your faith; to open yourselves to the contemplation of the Cross which is the mystery of infinite love, to gather strength in order to make your life a gift of dedication to your brethren...From the Cross spring the joy and peace of heart which make us witnesses of hope, of which there is such need in these times of widespread economic crisis. And the various charitable initiatives of your praiseworthy Circle of Saint Peter, as well as your own lives, will be eloquent signs of this hope if you let yourselves be guided by the Spirit of Christ.”

Lastly, the Pope thanked the Circle of Saint Peter for the collection from the parishes of Rome: “Thank you for this sign of ecclesial communion and concrete participation in the economic efforts that the Holy See makes in trying to meet the growing needs of the Church, especially in the poorest countries of the earth.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2009)

5 April 2009 – Mass on Palm Sunday, Celebration of the Lord's Passion

VATICAN - Benedict XVI on Palm Sunday: “The life, death and resurrection of Jesus are the guarantee that we can truly entrust ourselves to God. It is in this way that his kingdom is realized.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, April 5, the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the Mass for Palm Sunday and the Lord's Passion in Saint Peter's Square. Many youth from Rome and other Diocese participated in the event marking the XXIV World Youth Day. In the homily, the Pope reflected on the meaning of the Kingdom of God announced by Christ.

The Pope explained that “St. John, in his Gospel, after the account of the entrance into Jerusalem...first of all reports that among the pilgrims who 'wanted to worship God' during the feast, there were also some Greeks. Let us note the fact that the true objective of these pilgrims was to worship God...The true scope of the pilgrimage must be that of encountering God, to worship him... Dear friends, that is why we are gathered here together: We want to see Jesus.” From the Gospel it is not clear whether there was a meeting between Jesus and those Greeks. “Jesus' gaze reaches far higher: 'If the grain of wheat falls to the ground and does not die, it will remain alone; but if it dies, it will bear much fruit.' This means that right now a more or less brief discussion with a few persons, who will then return home, is not important. As a grain of wheat dead and risen in a totally new way, that goes beyond the limits of the moment, he will go out to meet the world and the Greeks. Through the resurrection Jesus passes beyond the limits of space and time.”

Then, the Risen Lord “goes to the Greeks and speaks with them, he manifests himself to them in such a way that they, the ones who are faraway, draw near and, precisely in their language, in their culture, his word will be carried forward in a new way and understood in a new way -- his kingdom comes,” the Pope said. He then mentioned two essential characteristics of this kingdom: it passes through the Cross and it is universal. Universality, “catholicity,” “means that no one can posit himself as absolute, his culture, his time and his world. This means that we all welcome each other, renouncing something of ourselves. Universality includes the mystery of the cross -- the overcoming of ourselves, obedience toward the universal word of Jesus Christ in the universal Church. Universality is always an overcoming of ourselves, a renunciation of something that is ours. Universality and the cross go together. Only in this way can peace be created.”

Responding to the Greeks, Jesus “formulates once again the fundamental law of human existence: 'He who loves his life will lose it and he who hates his life in this world will save it for eternal life.' He who wants to have his life for himself, live only for himself, squeeze out everything for himself and exploit all the possibilities -- he is the one who lose his life. It becomes boring and empty. Only in abandoning ourselves, only in the disinterested gift of the 'I' in favor of the 'Thou,' only in the 'Yes' to the greater life, precisely the life of God, our life too becomes full and more spacious. Thus, this fundamental principle that the Lord establishes is, in the final analysis, simply identical with the principle of love...It is this principle of love that defines man's journey, it is once again identical with the mystery of the cross, with the mystery of death and resurrection that we encounter in Christ,” the Pope continued.

In addressing especially the youth, the Holy Father reflected on the fact that “it is not just a simple matter of recognizing a principle, but of living its truth, the truth of the cross and the resurrection.” Therefore, “the great 'Yes' of the decisive moment in our life -- the 'Yes' to the truth that the Lord places before us -- must then be daily re-conquered in the everyday situations...Sacrifice, renunciation, also belongs to an upright life. He who permits himself a life without this ever renewed gift of self, deceives people. There is no successful life without sacrifice.” 

Lastly, commenting on Jesus' fear in the face of the power of death, which is mentioned in the Gospel, the Pope recalled how “As a human being, Jesus also felt driven to ask that he be spared the terror of the passion. We too can pray in this way. We too can lament before the Lord like Job, present all our questions that arise in us in the face of the injustice in the world and the problems affect us personally. Before God we must not take refuge in pious phrases, in a world of make-believe...In the end, God's glory, his lordship, his will is always more important and more true than my thoughts and my will. And this is what is essential in our prayer and in our life: understanding this right order of reality, accepting it interiorly; trusting in God and believing that he is doing the right thing; understanding that his will is the truth and is love; understanding that my life will be a good life if I can learn how to conform to this order. The life, death and resurrection of Jesus are the guarantee that we can truly entrust ourselves to God. It is in this way that his kingdom is realized.”

In concluding the homily, the Holy Father recalled that at the end of the Mass, the young people from Australia would give the World Youth Day Cross to the young people of Spain. “When we touch the cross, indeed, when we carry it, we touch the mystery of God, the mystery of Jesus Christ. The mystery that God so loved the world -- us -- that he gave his only-begotten Son for us. We touch the marvelous mystery of God's love, the only truth that is really redemptive. But we also touch the fundamental law, the constitutive norm of our life, that is, that without the 'Yes' of the cross, without walking in communion with Christ day after day, life can never be a success.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2009)

5 April 2009 – Angelus 

VATICAN - At the Angelus, Pope recalls the problem of anti-personnel mines and the African immigrants who died in an attempt to reach Europe; opening of the path to the next WYD in August 2011, in Madrid

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of the Mass for Palm Sunday, the Holy Father Benedict XVI prayed the Angelus with the faithful and pilgrims gathered in Saint Peter's Square. At the beginning of his address before the prayer, the Pope recalled the U.N.'s 4th international day for increasing anti-personnel mine awareness. Ten years after the treaty banning the use of these devices came into effect, and after the treaty banning cluster bombs was recently presented for signatures, the Pope asked the “countries who have still not yet done so to sign without delay these important instruments of international humanitarian law, which the Holy See has always supported.”

Benedict XVI then mentioned the tragedy of the African immigrants who died trying to reach Europe, with these words: “Furthermore, I would like to remember, with deep sorrow, our African brothers and sisters, who met their deaths a few days ago in the Mediterranean Sea, while they were trying to find refuge in Europe. We cannot resign ourselves to such tragedies that, unfortunately, repeat themselves time and time again! The phenomenon's dimensions make coordinated strategies between the European Union and African countries more and more urgent, as well as the adoption of adequate humanitarian measures to impede migrants having recourse to lawless traffickers. As I pray for the victims, that the Lord welcome them into his peace, I would like to observe that this problem, subsequently aggravated by the global crisis, will be solved only when African populations can relieve themselves from suffering and wars with the help of the international community.”

Lastly, he especially greeted the participants in the international meeting on the World Youth Days, organized by the Pontifical Council for the Laity, which has marked the beginning of the journey of preparation toward the next international gathering of youth, which will take place in August 2011 in Madrid. “As is tradition, the young people from Australia will give to the young people from Spain the World Youth Day cross, the "pilgrim cross," which brings the message of Christ to all the youth of the world. This 'passing on of witness' takes on a highly symbolic value, with which we express immense gratitude to God for the gifts received at the great meeting in Sydney and for those that we will receive at the meeting in Madrid.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2009)

6 April 2009 – Meeting with young people from Madrid and consignment of WYD Cross

VATICAN - Pope tells youth from Madrid to receive the Cross for WYD 2011: “Go in the footsteps of Christ. He is your end, your way and also your prize.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “Christ gave himself for each one of you and loves you in a unique and personal way. Respond to Christ's love by offering him your life with love. In this way, the preparation for World Youth Day, whose works you have begun with much hope and dedication, will be recompensed with the fruits intended by these Days: to renew and strengthen the experience of the encounter with Christ who died and rose from the dead for us.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in the audience on April 6 which he held with youth from Madrid, who came to Rome to receive the Cross of World Youth Day presented to them by the youth of Australia. Along with the Icon of Mary, the Cross will travel to various Spanish cities, in preparation for the WYD celebrations in Madrid in 2011.

“Go in the footsteps of Christ. He is your end, your way and also your prize,” the Pope told the Spanish youth. “Life is a journey, certainly. But it is not an uncertain journey without a fixed destiny; it leads to Christ, the end of human life and history. On this journey you will meet with Him who gave his life for love, and opens to you the doors of eternal life. I invite you, therefore, to be formed in the faith that gives meaning to your life and strengthens your convictions, so as to be able to remain firm in the difficulties of each day.” 

Benedict XVI exhorted the youth to attract their young friends, your study and work companions, so that they too will know him and confess him as Lord of their lives. “Young people of today need to discover the new life that comes from God, to be satiated by the truth that has its source in Christ who died and was resurrected and who the Church has received as a treasure for all men.” 

The time of preparation prior to WYD in Madrid is “an extraordinary occasion to experience the grace of belonging to the Church, Body of Christ,” the Pope highlighted, as it “manifests the dynamism of the Church and her eternal youth. He who loves Christ, loves the Church with the same passion, as she enables us to live in a close relationship with the Lord.” The Pope exhorted the youth to cultivate those initiatives that enable them to feel members of the Church, in full communion with their Pastors and the Successor of Peter, and to pray in community, opening the doors of their parishes, associations, and movements “so that all can feel at home in the Church, in which they are loved with the very love of God.” He also invited them to celebrate and live the faith “with immense joy, which is a gift of the Spirit.” 

In concluding his speech, the Pope invited the youth to live the days of Holy Week contemplating Christ “in the mysteries of his Passion, Death and Resurrection,” where one can touch the love of God made manifest in Christ. “Thus the cross becomes the very sign of life, as on it Christ overcomes sin and death through the total giving of himself. That is why we must embrace and adore the cross of the Lord, make it our own, accept its weight as the Cyrenean to participate in the only thing that can redeem the whole of humanity (cf. Colossians 1:24). In baptism you were marked with the cross of Christ and you belong to him totally. Make yourselves ever more worthy of it and never be ashamed of this supreme sign of love.” At the close of the audience, Benedict XVI encouraged the young people to carry forward the works of preparation for World Youth Day, letting themselves be invaded by the strength and wisdom of God, so that Madrid will become “a place radiant of faith and life, where young people from the whole world celebrate Christ with enthusiasm.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

6 April 2009 – Telegramme of condolence for those killed in the earthquake in Abruzzo
VATICAN - The Holy Father's telegram of condolences for the victims of the earthquake in Abruzzo

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Cardinal Secretary of State Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. has sent the following telegram, on behalf of the Holy Father Benedict XVI, to Archbishop Giuseppe Molinari of L'Aquila (Italy) for the earthquake that struck the city of L'Aquila and the province of Abruzzo: “The dramatic news of the violent earthquake which struck the territory of the archdiocese has filled the Supreme Pontiff's heart with consternation, and he charges Your Excellency to pass on the expression of his heartfelt participation in the suffering of the beloved people affected by the tragic event. Giving assurances of his fervent prayers for the victims, especially the children, His Holiness asks the Lord to bring comfort to their families and, while giving affectionate words of encouragement to the survivors and the people who in various ways are helping in the rescue operations, he sends everyone his special apostolic blessing. Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State of His Holiness.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)
8 April 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN – Benedict XVI leads the faithful into Holy Week: “Dear brothers and sisters, let us prepare to live the Holy Triduum intensely, in order to share ever more deeply in the Mystery of Christ”.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the General Audience on Wednesday 8 April, the Holy Father centred his meditation on the Holy Triduum, central moment when Christians “ relive the Paschal Mystery, the great Mystery of faith” with solemn liturgical rites which, “ help us to meditate more vividly on the Passion, death and Resurrection of the Lord ”.

Dwelling on the  Letter to the Philippians (cfr 2,6-11), in which St Paul traces the history of salvation, the Pope underlined the difference between the arrogance of Adam, “which we all tend to feel in our being”, and the humility of Jesus who, “in becoming man does not hesitate to take upon himself all human weaknesses, save sin, and going even as far as the depths of death”. Benedict XVI then reflected on what St Paul calls “kénosis” to indicate “the descent of Jesus”, who “in spite of being God, Jesus does not want to make his divine prerogative an exclusive possession; he does not want to use his being as God, his glorious dignity and his power, as an instrument of triumph and a sign of remoteness from us. On the contrary, "he empties himself", taking on the wretched and weak human condition.[…] beneath our reality marked by suffering, by poverty, by our human limitations and by death. His radical, true sharing in our nature, a sharing in all things save sin, led him to that boundary which is the sign of our finiteness, death. However, all this was not the fruit of an obscure mechanism or blind fatality: rather, it was his own free choice, through generous adherence to the Father's saving plan.”. 

Speaking of the rites of Holy Week, Benedict XVI reflected on the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday, with the renewal of priestly vows, “a gesture of great value, an especially favourable opportunity in which priests reaffirm their personal fidelity to Christ who has chosen them as his ministers” and the blessing of the three different Holy Oils: "during the Chrism Mass the oil of the sick and that of the catechumens will be blessed and the Chrism consecrated". The Holy Father went on to explain that the same afternoon, during the Mass in Coena Domini – “the Church commemorates the institution of the Eucharist, the ministerial priesthood and the new Commandment of love that Jesus entrusted to his disciples.”.  The Pope recalled how Paul describes what took place in the Upper Room: “under the species of the Bread and the Wine, he makes himself present with his body given and his Blood poured out. This is the sacrifice of the new and everlasting covenant offered to all, without distinction of race or culture”. “It is from this sacramental rite, which he presents to the Church as the supreme evidence of his love, - the Pope continued - that Jesus makes ministers of his disciples and all those who will continue the ministry through the centuries. Thus, Holy Thursday constitutes a renewed invitation to give thanks to God for the supreme gift of the Eucharist, to receive with devotion and to adore with living faith.”. 

Reflecting on Good Friday the Pope said: “Every year, standing in silence before Jesus hanging on the wood of the Cross, we feel how full of love the words were that he spoke on the previous evening during the Last Supper. "This is my blood, of the covenant, which is poured out for many" (Mk 14: 24). ”. “As before the Eucharist, as well as before the Passion and death of Jesus on the Cross, the mystery eludes reason. We are placed before something which, humanly, may appear senseless: a God who is not only made Man, with all the needs of man, who not only suffers to save man, taking upon himself the whole tragedy of humanity, but also dies for man.. Christ's death recalls the accumulated sorrow and evils that weigh upon humanity of every age: the crushing weight of our death, the hatred and violence that still today stain the earth with blood. The Passion of the Lord continues in the suffering of human beings”. However, the Pope said, this “day full of sorrow” is also an opportunity  “to consolidate our hope and courage so that each one of us may carry our cross with humility, trust and abandonment in God, certain of his support and his victory. The liturgy of this day sings: O Crux, ave, spes unica Hail, O Cross, our only hope! ”. 

With regard to Holy Saturday, when, in “great silence” the Church “keeps vigil in prayer like Mary and with Mary, sharing her same sentiments of sorrow and of trust in God. It is rightly recommended that a prayerful atmosphere be preserved throughout the day, favourable for meditation and reconciliation; the faithful are encouraged to receive the sacrament of Penance, to be able to take part in the Easter festivities truly renewed.”.

The Holy Father concluded expressing Easter wishes to all present, indicating the closeness of Mary on this itinerary: “Together with her we shall enter the Upper Room, we shall remain at the foot of the Cross, we shall watch in spirit beside the dead Christ, waiting with hope for the dawn of the radiant day of the Resurrection. In view of this, I express to you all from this moment my most cordial good wishes for a happy and holy Easter, together with your families, parishes and communities.”. (Agenzia Fides 8/4/2009, righe 46, parole 766)

9 April 2009 –Chrism Mass
VATICAN – The Holy Father says during the Mass of the Chrism: “The bath in which the Lord immerses us is himself – the Truth in person. Priestly ordination means: being immersed in him, immersed in the Truth”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the morning of Holy Thursday, 9 April, the Holy Father Benedict XVI renewed his priestly vows with cardinals, bishops and priests present for the Chrism Mass: “In the Upper Room, […], the Lord saw us too, and he prayed for us. […] “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, so that they also may be consecrated in truth” (Jn:17.). The Lord asks for our sanctification, our consecration in the truth. And he sends us forth to carry on his own mission. 

The Pope then explained the word ‘holy’, which  “ describes above all God’s own nature, his completely unique, divine, way of being, one which is his alone […]. All other holiness derives from him, is a participation in his way of being.”. To consecrate something or someone means, " to take it out of the context of what is ours and to insert it in his milieu, so that it no longer belongs to our affairs, but is totally of God.”. “ The thing or person– the Pope said –, no longer belongs to us or even to itself, but is immersed in God. Such a giving up of something in order to give it over to God, we also call a sacrifice ”. Benedict XVI affirmed that the priesthood  “: is a transfer of ownership, a being taken out of the world and given to God. We can now see the two directions which belong to the process of sanctification-consecration. It is a departure from the milieux of worldly life – a “being set apart” for God. But for this very reason it is not a segregation. Rather, being given over to God means being charged to represent others. The priest is removed from worldly bonds and given over to God, and precisely in this way, starting with God, he must be available for others, for everyone".

“Therefore – he continued – Bultmann was right to translate the phrase: “I consecrate myself” by “I sacrifice myself”.  Do we now see what happens when Jesus says: “I consecrate myself for them”? This is the priestly act by which Jesus – the Man Jesus, who is one with the Son of God – gives himself over to the Father for us. It is the expression of the fact that he is both priest and victim. I consecrate myself – I sacrifice myself: this unfathomable word, which gives us a glimpse deep into the heart of Jesus Christ, should be the object of constantly renewed reflection. It contains the whole mystery of our redemption. It also contains the origins of the priesthood in the Church, of our priesthood. ”.

The words ‘sanctify them in the truth'  form the prayer of consecration of the apostles, for whom - the Pope continued – “the Lord prays that God himself draw them towards him, into his holiness. He prays that God take them away from themselves to make them his own property, so that, starting from him, they can carry out the priestly ministry for the world. ”. The Holy Father illustrated the significance of the prayer of Jesus, “sanctify them in the truth' ”: “Jesus adds: ‘“Your word is truth”. The disciples are thus drawn deep within God by being immersed in the word of God, [...]. The word of God is, so to speak, the bath which purifies them, the creative power which transforms them into God’s own being ”. Responding to the position of Nietzsche, who scoffed at humility and obedience as the virtues of slaves, the Holy Father said “ there exist caricatures of a misguided humility and a mistaken submissiveness, which we do not want to imitate. But there also exists a destructive pride and a presumption which tear every community apart and result in violence”. Benedict XVI, interpreting the words: “sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth”, took a step further: “Did not Christ say of himself: “I am the truth” (cf. Jn 14:6)? […] Sanctify them in the truth – this means, then, in the deepest sense: make them one with me, Christ. Bind them to me. Draw them into me. Indeed, when all is said and done, there is only one priest of the New Covenant, Jesus Christ himself. Consequently, the priesthood of the disciples can only be a participation in the priesthood of Jesus. Our being priests is simply a new and radical way of being united to Christ. In its substance, it has been bestowed on us for ever in the sacrament”. " Being united to Christ calls for renunciation It means not wanting to impose our own way and our own will, not desiring to become someone else, but abandoning ourselves to him, however and wherever he wants to use us: “ we enter into true closeness to him. Then indeed we experience, amid sacrifices which can at first be painful, the growing joy of friendship with him, and all the small and sometimes great signs of his love, which he is constantly showing us. “The one who loses himself, finds himself”. When we dare to lose ourselves for the Lord, we come to experience the truth of these words.”.  To be immersed in the Truth, in Christ – means "praying with the Church. Celebrating the Eucharist means praying. We celebrate the Eucharist rightly if with our thoughts and our being we enter into the words which the Church sets before us. There we find the prayer of all generations, which accompany us along the way towards the Lord. As priests, in the Eucharistic celebration we are those who by their prayer blaze a trail for the prayer of today’s Christians. If we are inwardly united to the words of prayer, if we let ourselves be guided and transformed by them, then the faithful will also enter into those words. And then all of us will become truly “one body, one spirit” in Christ.”. The Pope added “ Being immersed in him means being immersed in his goodness, in true love. True love does not come cheap, it can also prove quite costly.”… “Christ asks for his disciples the true sanctification which transforms their being, their very selves; he asks that it not remain a ritual formality, but that it make them truly the “property” of God himself. ”. Then Benedict XVI concluded: “ Let us implore him to draw us ever anew into himself, so that we may become truly priests of the New Covenant.”. (Agenzia Fides 9/4/2009, righe 53, parole 903)
9 April 2009 – Mass in Coena Domini

VATICAN –  Benedict XVI says during the Mass of the Lord's Supper: “It was “today” that He did this: he gave himself to us for ever in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. ”.

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his homily during the Mass ‘in Coena Domini’, presided in his Cathedral Saint John in the Lateran on Holy Thursday , 9 April, Pope Benedict cited the Canon of the Mass for Holy Thursday, emphasising ’‘hodie’ today: “It was “today” that He did this: he gave himself to us for ever in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. This “today” is first and foremost the memorial of that first Paschal event. Yet it is something more. It was “today” that He did this: he gave himself to us for ever in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. This “today” is first and foremost the memorial of that first Paschal event.. Yet it is something more. With the Canon, we enter into this “today”. Our today comes into contact with his today." 

The Pope continued with his explanation of the Eucharistic Prayer, stressing the words ‘qui pridie’, “ the institution narrative is linked to the preceding prayer, to the entire Canon, and it too becomes a prayer ”: “It is a prayer. And only in the course of the prayer is the priestly act of consecration accomplished, which becomes transformation, transubstantiation of our gifts of bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ”. In this prayer “ the Church is fully in tune with the event that took place in the Upper Room, when Jesus’ action is described in the words: “gratias agens benedixit – he gave you thanks and praise”... as she prays at this central moment. In this expression, the Roman liturgy has made two words out of the one Hebrew word berakha, which is rendered in Greek with the two terms eucharistía and eulogía. The Lord gives thanks. When we thank, we acknowledge that a certain thing is a gift that has come from another. The Lord gives thanks, and in so doing gives back to God the bread, “fruit of the earth and work of human hands”, so as to receive it anew from him. Thanksgiving becomes blessing. The offering that we have placed in God’s hands returns from him blessed and transformed. The Roman liturgy rightly interprets, therefore, our praying at this sacred moment by means of the words: “through him, we ask you to accept and bless these gifts we offer you in sacrifice”. All this lies hidden within the word “eucharistia”.

In the Eucharist, Benedict XVI continued, “ The Lord gives thanks. When we thank, we acknowledge that a certain thing is a gift that has come from another. The Lord gives thanks, and in so doing gives back to God the bread, “fruit of the earth and work of human hands”, so as to receive it anew from him. ”. 

The Holy Father then invited the praying Church to look at the hands and then at the eyes of Jesus: “ Let us look at those hands with which he healed men and women; the hands with which he blessed babies; the hands that he laid upon men; the hands that were nailed to the Cross and that forever bear the stigmata as signs of his readiness to die for love. Now we are commissioned to do what he did: to take bread in our hands so that through the Eucharistic Prayer it will be transformed. ”. 
Meditating on the words ‘Looking up to heaven, " the Holy Father explained “ The Lord teaches us […] to fix our gaze upwards, detaching it from the things of this world, to direct ourselves in prayer towards God and thus to raise ourselves"  […] " Let us pray that no evil will enter through our eyes, falsifying and tainting our very being. But we want to pray above all for eyes that see whatever is true, radiant and good; so that they become capable of seeing God’s presence in the world. Let us pray that we will look upon the world with eyes of love, with the eyes of Jesus, recognizing our brothers and sisters who need our help, who are awaiting our word and our action".

With regard to the breaking and giving of the Bread, the Pope said "Breaking the bread is the act of the father of the family who looks after his children and gives them what they need for life. But it is also the act of hospitality with which the stranger, the guest, is received within the family and is given a share in its life.

Dividing (dividere), sharing (condividere) brings about unity. Through sharing, communion is created. In the broken bread, the Lord distributes himself. The gesture of breaking also alludes mysteriously to his death, to the love that extends even to death. He distributes himself, the true “bread for the life of the world” (cf. Jn 6:51). The nourishment that man needs in his deepest self is communion with God himself. " […]the Eucharist can never be just a liturgical action. It is complete only if the liturgical agape then becomes love in daily life. In Christian worship, the two things become one –  […]”. 

The Holy Father then spoke of the nuptial significance of the words ‘calix praeclarus’, “the glorious chalice […] of the wine of his love”, adding “ Yes indeed, the Eucharist is more than a meal, it is a wedding-feast. And this wedding is rooted in God’s gift of himself even to death.”. In the words of Jesus at the Last Supper and in the Church’s Canon, the solemn mystery of the wedding is concealed under the expression “novum Testamentum”. This chalice is the new Testament – “the new Covenant in my blood”, as Saint Paul presents the words of Jesus over the chalice in today’s second reading (1 Cor 11:25). The Roman Canon adds: “of the new and everlasting covenant”, in order to express the indissolubility of God’s nuptial bond with humanity. The reason why older translations of the Bible do not say Covenant, but Testament, lies in the fact that this is no mere contract between two parties on the same level, but it brings into play the infinite distance between God and man. What we call the new and the ancient Covenant is not an agreement between two equal parties, but simply the gift of God who bequeaths to us his love – himself. Certainly, through this gift of his love, he transcends all distance and makes us truly his “partners” – the nuptial mystery of love is accomplished.”

Concluding his homily Benedict XVI said: " Now, however, a further question arises. In the Upper Room, Christ gives his Body and Blood to the disciples, that is, he gives himself in the totality of his person. But can he do so? He is still physically present in their midst, he is standing in front of them! The answer is: at that hour, Jesus fulfils what he had previously proclaimed in the Good Shepherd discourse: “No one takes my life from me: I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down and I have power to take it again …” (Jn 10:18). No one can take his life from him: he lays it down by his own free decision. At that hour, he anticipates the crucifixion and resurrection. What is later to be fulfilled, as it were, physically in him, he already accomplishes in anticipation, in the freedom of his love. He gives his life and he takes it again in the resurrection, so as to be able to share it for ever”. (Agenzia Fides 9/4/2009, righe 50, parole 867)

10 April 2009 – Message on the occasion of the funeral of earthquake victims in L’Aquila

VATICAN –  The Pope's Message at the beginning of the funeral Mass for the Abruzzo earthquake victims 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the day of the funeral of some of the Abruzzo earthquake victims, on 10 April, Benedict XVI expressed his closeness to the Archbishop of L'Aquila with a message read by the Pope's personal secretary Mgr Georg Gänswein, who travelled to L'Aquila to be present for the service: “At this dramatic hour after a terrible tragedy has struck this humble land, I am spiritually among you to share your anguish and to implore God for the eternal rest of the victims, the speedy recovery of the injured and for all the courage to hope and not to despair”. “At times such as these– the Pope said – a source of light and hope is the faith, which in these days speaks of the suffering undergone by the Son of God made man for us: may his passion, death and resurrection be a source of comfort and open hearts to contemplate the life to come when ‘there will be no death, no mourning, no crying or anguish because the old things have passed’”. The Pontiff praised the great solidarity demonstrated by the government, ecclesial institutions and ordinary citizens for organising rescue work and assistance: “Now is the time for commitment, in harmony with government entities, already working admirably. Only solidarity can help overcome such painful events”. After entrusting to Our Lady those affected by the tragedy, the Holy Father concluded: “I pray the Lord will wipe away every tear and heal every wound, and to each and all I send the comfort of a special Apostolic Blessing ”. (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2009, righe 15, parole 269)

10 April 2009 – Via Crucis al Colosseum

VATICAN – Benedict XVI at the Colosseum presides the Way of the Cross: “The anguish of the Passion of the Lord Jesus cannot fail to move to pity even the most hardened hearts, as it constitutes the climax of the revelation of God’s love for each of us. ”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At the end of the Way of the Cross which the Holy Father presided at the Colosseum in the evening of Good Friday April, 10, the Pope reflected on the Roman Soldier who believed in the Son of God: “ When the darkness of night was falling on that Friday so unlike any other in history, when the sacrifice of the Cross was already consummated and the bystanders were making haste to celebrate the Jewish Passover in the usual way, these few words, wrung from the lips of a nameless commander in the Roman army, resounded through the silence that surrounded that most singular death”. The soldier “was able to recognize in this crucified man the Son of God, who had perished in the most humiliating abandonment”. 

Then the Holy Father, urging those present to contemplate like the Roman solider the “lifeless face of the Crucified One ”, continued: “We have re-lived the tragic event of a man unique in the history of all times, who changed the world not by killing others but by letting himself be killed as he hung from a cross. This man, seemingly one of us, who while he was being killed forgave his executioners, is the “Son of God’”. 

Benedict XVI went on to say that the Lord's passion “constitutes the climax of the revelation of God’s love for each of us” because “it is for love of us that Christ dies on the cross! ”. The Pontiff then recalled the martyrs, including many unknown:  “ Throughout the course of the millennia, a great multitude of men and women have been drawn deeply into this mystery and they have followed him, making in their turn, like him and with his help, a gift to others of their own lives. […] how many people, in the silence of their daily lives, unite their sufferings with those of the Crucified One and become apostles of a true spiritual and social renewal! What would man be without Christ?. 

Then again the Pope reflected on the “disfigured face of the” Man of sorrows “ His face is reflected in that of every person who is humiliated and offended, sick and suffering, alone, abandoned and despised” and “. Pouring out his blood, he has rescued us from the slavery of death, he has broken the solitude of our tears, he has entered into our every grief and our every anxiety”.

Pope Benedict concluded: "Brothers and Sisters! As the Cross rises up on Golgotha, the eyes of our faith are already turned towards the dawning of the new Day, and we begin to taste the joy and splendour of Easter. ”. (Agenzia Fides 10/4/2009, righe 24, parole 407)

11 April 2009 – Easter Vigil
VATICAN – “ The Lord’s saving hand holds us up, and thus we can already sing the song of the saved, the new song of the risen ones: alleluia!”: Benedict XVI during the Easter Vigil Mass 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – At 9pm in St Peter's Basilica on Saturday 11 April  the Holy Father Benedict XVI presided the solemn Mass of the Easter Vigil. During his homily the Pope dwelt on the Gospel and the Apostles' question about the meaning of the word  “resurrection”, he said: “ Christmas, the birth of the divine Infant, we can somehow immediately comprehend. We can love the child, we can imagine that night in Bethlehem, Mary’s joy, the joy of Saint Joseph and the shepherds, the exultation of the angels. But what is resurrection? It does not form part of our experience, and so the message often remains to some degree beyond our understanding, a thing of the past.  The Church tries to help us understand it, by expressing this mysterious event in the language of symbols in which we can somehow contemplate this astonishing event. During the Easter Vigil, the Church points out the significance of this day principally through three symbols: light, water, and the new song – the Alleluia".

The first symbol explained by the Holy Father was light: “ God’s creation […] begins with the command: “Let there be light!” (Gen 1:3). Where there is light, life is born, chaos can be transformed into cosmos. In the Biblical message, light is the most immediate image of God […] The resurrection of Jesus this is brought to completion . With the resurrection, the Lord’s day enters the nights of history. Beginning with the resurrection, God’s light spreads throughout the world and throughout history. Day dawns. This Light alone – Jesus Christ – is the true light, something more than the physical phenomenon of light. He is pure Light: God himself, who causes a new creation to be born in the midst of the old, transforming chaos into cosmos.”; the light of God “ separates light from darkness within creation, that is to say, good from evil. It points out to humanity the right path to true life. It points out the good, it demonstrates the truth and it leads us towards love, which is the deepest meaning contained in the Torah”. Present the Torah, the Word of God, is Christ “ the true light that humanity needs”. Benedict XVI continued: “Christians know that [...]Christ is the great Light from which all life originates. He enables us to recognize the glory of God from one end of the earth to the other. He points out our path. He is the Lord’s day which, as it grows, is gradually spreading throughout the earth. Now, living with him and for him, we can live in the light.”. 

The Pope then spoke about the sign of the Paschal candle, with which the Church represents the Light of Christ, whose flame is both light and warmth. "The Paschal candle burns, and is thereby consumed: Cross and resurrection are inseparable. From the Cross, from the Son’s self-giving, light is born, true radiance comes into the world." 

Baptism, the Sacrament of illumination, is linked inseparably with the resurrection of Christ. In the Risen Christ " we recognize what is true and what is false, what is radiance and what is darkness”. “ On one occasion when Christ looked upon the people who had come to listen to him, seeking some guidance from him, he felt compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd (cf. Mk 6:34). Amid the contradictory messages of that time, they did not know which way to turn. What great compassion he must feel in our own time too – on account of all the endless talk that people hide behind, while in reality they are totally confused.”. Therefore the Holy Father prayed that the light of the candle of Baptism, lit by Christ in every Christian, might never cease to burn and indeed “ become ever stronger and brighter, so that we, with him, can be people of the day, bright stars lighting up our time.”.

The Pope then reflected on the second symbol of the Easter Vigil , water:  "It appears in Sacred Scripture, and hence also in the inner structure of the Sacrament of Baptism, with two opposed meanings. On the one hand there is the sea, which appears as a force antagonistic to life on earth, continually threatening it; yet God has placed a limit upon it. Hence the book of Revelation says that in God’s new world, the sea will be no more (cf. 21:1). It is the element of death. And so it becomes the symbolic representation of Jesus’ death on the Cross: Christ descended into the sea, into the waters of death, as Israel did into the Red Sea. Having risen from death, he gives us life. This means that Baptism is not only a cleansing, but a new birth: with Christ we, as it were, descend into the sea of death, so as to rise up again as new creatures."

The third symbol illustrated by the Pope was the singing of the Alleluia, “singing a new song”: “ what happens when a person is touched by the light of the resurrection, and thus comes into contact with Life itself, with Truth and Love? - the Pope asked - He cannot merely speak about it. Speech is no longer adequate. He has to sing. The first reference to singing in the Bible comes after the crossing of the Red Sea. Israel has risen out of slavery. […] At the Easter Vigil, year after year, we Christians intone this song after the third reading, we sing it as our song, because we too, through God’s power, have been drawn forth from the water and liberated for true life. ”.

Last of all the Pope mentioned a parallel found in the Book of Revelation of Saint John with the story of Moses’ song after Israel’s liberation from Egypt. "Before the beginning of the seven last plagues imposed upon the earth, the seer has a vision of something “like a sea of glass mingled with fire; and those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their hands. And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb …” (Rev 15:2f.). This image describes the situation "Church, so to speak, always walk on the sea, through the fire and the cold? Humanly speaking, she ought to sink. […] She is standing on history’s waters of death and yet she has already risen. Singing, she grasps at the Lord’s hand, which holds her above the waters. And she knows that she is thereby raised outside the force of gravity of death and evil." The Pope concluded: "But once Christ is risen, the gravitational pull of love is stronger than that of hatred; the force of gravity of life is stronger than that of death.”. (Agenzia Fides 11/4/2009, righe 58, parole 1078)

12 April 2009 – Mass on Easter Day

VATICAN – On Easter Sunday the Pope says: “ let us open our spirit to Christ, who has died and is risen in order to renew us, in order to remove from our hearts the poison of sin and death, and to pour in the life-blood of the Holy Spirit: divine and eternal life”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Easter Sunday, 12 April, Pope Benedict XVI in his homily reflected on St Paul's words ‘Christ, our Passover,, has been immolated!’(1 Cor 5,7), which “ already contain, in an impressive synthesis, a full awareness of the newness of life in Christ. The central symbol of salvation history – the Paschal lamb – is here identified with Jesus, who is called “our Paschal lamb”. The Hebrew Passover, commemorating the liberation from slavery in Egypt, provided for the ritual sacrifice of a lamb every year, one for each family, as prescribed by the Mosaic Law. In his passion and death, Jesus reveals himself as the Lamb of God, “sacrificed” on the Cross, to take away the sins of the world. He was killed at the very hour when it was customary to sacrifice the lambs in the Temple of Jerusalem. The meaning of his sacrifice he himself had anticipated during the Last Supper, substituting himself – under the signs of bread and wine – for the ritual food of the Hebrew Passover meal. ”. 

Then the Pope guided reflection on the interpretation of the “unleavened bread”, given by St Paul: “ we can also understand Saint Paul’s interpretation of the “leaven”. The Apostle is referring to an ancient Hebrew usage: according to which, on the occasion of the Passover, it was necessary to remove from the household every tiny scrap of leavened bread. On the one hand, this served to recall what had happened to their forefathers at the time of the flight from Egypt: leaving the country in haste, they had brought with them only unleavened bread. At the same time, though, the “unleavened bread” was a symbol of purification: removing the old to make space for the new. Now, Saint Paul explains, this ancient tradition likewise acquires a new meaning, once more derived from the new “Exodus”, which is Jesus’ passage from death to eternal life.”. 

Pope Benedict XVI concluded: “ Christ has truly risen from the dead. Yes, indeed! This is the fundamental core of our profession of faith; this is the cry of victory that unites us all today. And if Jesus is risen, and is therefore alive, who will ever be able to separate us from him? Who will ever be able to deprive us of the love of him who has conquered hatred and overcome death? The Easter proclamation spreads throughout the world with the joyful song of the Alleluia. Let us sing it with our lips, and let us sing it above all with our hearts and our lives, with a manner of life that is “unleavened”, that is to say, simple, humble, and fruitful in good works. ”. (Agenzia Fides 12/4/2009, righe 23, parole 388)

12 April 2009 –Easter Message and Blessing Urbi et Orbi

VATICAN – “From the depths of my heart, I wish all of you a blessed Easter. To quote Saint Augustine, “Resurrectio Domini, spes nostra – the resurrection of the Lord is our hope” (Sermon 261:1).” : the Pope's Easter Greetings



Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Easter Sunday the Holy Father Benedict XVI addressed an Easter Message to the whole world, a message of hope: “Jesus rose again so that we, though destined to die, should not despair, worrying that with death life is completely finished; Christ is risen to give us hope (cf. ibid.).”. Assuming that every person wonders about what comes after death the Pope said “ To this mystery today’s solemnity allows us to respond that death does not have the last word, because Life will be victorious at the end. This certainty of ours is based not on simple human reasoning, but on a historical fact of faith: Jesus Christ, crucified and buried, is risen with his glorified body. ” 

“ Ever since the dawn of Easter – the Pontiff continued –a new Spring of hope has filled the world; from that day forward our resurrection has begun, because Easter does not simply signal a moment in history, but the beginning of a new condition: Jesus is risen not because his memory remains alive in the hearts of his disciples, but because he himself lives in us, and in him we can already savour the joy of eternal life. ”. Benedict XVI then underlined the historic reality of the Resurrection “ It is neither a myth nor a dream, it is not a vision or a utopia, it is not a fairy tale, but it is a singular and unrepeatable event: Jesus of Nazareth, son of Mary, who at dusk on Friday was taken down from the Cross and buried, has victoriously left the tomb”.

The Holy Father then looked at the present day context with “dark regions” permeated by materialism and nihilism “ a vision of the world that is unable to move beyond what is scientifically verifiable, and retreats cheerlessly into a sense of emptiness which is thought to be the definitive destiny of human life. It is a fact that if Christ had not risen, the “emptiness” would be set to prevail. If we take away Christ and his resurrection, there is no escape for man, and every one of his hopes remains an illusion. Yet today is the day when the proclamation of the Lord’s resurrection vigorously bursts forth, and it is the answer to the recurring question of the sceptics, that we also find in the book of Ecclesiastes: “Is there a thing of which it is said, ‘See, this is new’?” (Ec 1:10). We answer, yes: on Easter morning, everything was renewed. “Death and life have come face to face in a tremendous duel: the Lord of life was dead, but now he lives triumphant” (Easter Sequence). This is what is new! A newness that changes the lives of those who accept it, as in the case of the saints. This, for example, is what happened to Saint Paul."

“ It is no longer emptiness that envelops all things, but the loving presence of God. The very reign of death has been set free, because the Word of life has even reached the “underworld”, carried by the breath of the Spirit [...].Even if through Easter, Christ has destroyed the root of evil, he still wants the assistance of men and women in every time and place who help him to affirm his victory using his own weapons: the weapons of justice and truth, mercy, forgiveness and love. ”. 

Looking at the continent of Africa, which he visited recently, which “ suffers disproportionately from the cruel and unending conflicts” and the Holy Land which he will visit in a few weeks time to announce Christ's message of peace, Benedict XVI concluded: “ Let no one draw back from this peaceful battle that has been launched by Christ’s Resurrection. For as I said earlier, Christ is looking for men and women who will help him to affirm his victory using his own weapons: the weapons of justice and truth, mercy, forgiveness and love. Resurrectio Domini, spes nostra! The resurrection of Christ is our hope! This the Church proclaims today with joy. She announces the hope that is now firm and invincible because God has raised Jesus Christ from the dead. She communicates the hope that she carries in her heart and wishes to share with all people in every place, especially where Christians suffer persecution because of their faith and their commitment to justice and peace”. The Holy Father then invoked the maternal help of Our Lady, Star of Hope, and imparted his Blessing Urbi et Orbi. (Agenzia Fides 12/4/2009, righe 38, parole 660)

13 April 2009 – Regina caeli

VATICAN – Benedict XVI at the Regina Cæli: “ The whole Church rejoices, expressing her sentiments by singing: "This is the day of Our Lord Jesus Christ”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Easter Monday 13 April, the Holy Father Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Regina Cæli with the faithful gathered in the courtyard of his Summer Residence at Castel Gandolfo: “‘ Yes, we are certain! The Lord is truly risen, alleluia! The power and the glory are his, now and forever". ”. “ rising from the dead, - the Holy Father said - Jesus inaugurated his eternal day and has opened the door to our joy, too. "I will not die", he says, "but will have everlasting life". The crucified Son of man, the stone rejected by the builders, has now become the solid foundation of the new spiritual edifice which is the Church, his mystical Body. The People of God, which has Christ as its invisible Head, is destined to grow in the course of the centuries until the complete fulfilment of the plan of salvation. Then the whole of humanity will be incorporated into him and every existing reality will be penetrated with his total victory. ” 

It is the Resurrection of the Lord which “ assures us that the divine plan of salvation, despite all the obscurity of history, will certainly be brought about. This is why his Passover truly is our hope. And we, risen with Christ through Baptism, must now follow him faithfully in holiness of life, [...], sustained by the knowledge that the difficulties, struggles and trials of human life, including death, henceforth can no longer separate us from Him and his love”. Lastly the Holy Father spoke of the Sacrament of the Eucharist in which the promise of Jesus– ‘I am risen, and I am with you always' – is fulfilled and in which “ the risen Lord is present and mercifully purifies us from our sins; he nourishes us spiritually and infuses us with strength to withstand the harsh trials of life and the fight against sin and evil. He is the sturdy support in our pilgrimage towards the eternal dwelling place in Heaven”. Benedict XVI concluded: " May the Virgin Mary, who experienced beside her divine Son every phase of his mission on earth, help us to welcome with faith the gift of Easter and make us faithful and joyful witnesses of the risen Lord". (Agenzia Fides 13/4/2009, righe 17, parole 293)

15 April 2009 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “Let us allow ourselves to be enlightened by the Risen Lord. Let us receive Him with faith and generously adhere our lives to His Gospel, as did the privileged witnesses of His Resurrection.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “This year, Easter once more resounds ever the same and ever new, in every corner of the world with this great news: Jesus who was crucified has risen and He lives in glory because he has destroyed the power of death and has brought mankind into a new communion of life with God and in God. This is the victory of Easter, our salvation!” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said during his General Audience on April 15, in Saint Peter's Square, in which he spoke of the Lord's Resurrection. 

After speaking of “spiritual joy,” joy that “arises from the certainty that Christ, through His death and Resurrection, has definitively triumphed over evil and death,” the Pope affirmed that “the Paschal Mystery embraces our entire existence,” and that “in this liturgical season, there are many Biblical references that invite us to deepen in the meaning and importance of Easter.”

Benedict XVI then mentioned that it “is therefore fundamental for our faith and for our Christian witness that we should proclaim the Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth as a real historical event, borne out by many authoritative witnesses. We affirm it forcefully because, even in our own times, there is no lack of people who seek to deny its historical truth, reducing the Gospel narrative to a myth, to a 'vision' of the Apostles, re-presenting ancient and already out-dated theories as new and scientifically founded. Of course, for Jesus the Resurrection was not a simple return to His earlier life on earth...Rather it was a passage to a profoundly new dimension of life, that concerns us all, the whole human family, history and the entire universe...Christ's Resurrection is the foundation of our firm hope and illuminates our entire earthly pilgrimage, including the human enigma of pain and death. Faith in Christ crucified and risen is the heart of the entire evangelical message, the central nucleus of our 'Creed'.” 

The Pope then cited the passage from the First Letter to the Corinthians (15:3-8) in which the Apostle Paul faithfully transmits that which he had received from the first apostolic community, on the death and resurrection of Our Lord. “Saint Paul first of all presents the death of Jesus and places, in such a brief text, two additions to the news that ‘Christ has died.’ The first added element is that He died ‘for our sins’; the second is: ‘according to the Scriptures.’ This expression of ‘according to the Scriptures’ places the event of the Lord’s death in relationship with the history of the old testament convenant of God with His People, and shows us that the death of the Son of God forms part of salvation history. Furthermore, it helps to understand that this history receives its logic and true meaning from this event…The ‘why and how’ of this event is contained in the other added element of Saint Paul: Christ died ‘for our sins.’ With these words, the Pauline text seems to harken back to Isaiah’s prophecy in the Fourth Canticle of the Suffering Servant (cf Is 53:12). The Suffering Servant, the Canticle says, ‘he surrendered himself to death,’ and took on ‘the sins of many,’ and interceeding for the ‘guilty,’ He obtained the gift of reconciliation of mankind amongst itself and with God. Thus, His death has placed an end to death; the Way of the Cross leads to the Resurrection. In the verses that follow, the apostle reflects on the Lord’s Resurrection…Many exegets find the expression ‘He rose on the third day according to the Scriptures’ to be a significant echo of what is read in Psalm 16, where the Psalmist proclaims: ‘you will not abandon me to Sheol, nor let your faithful servant see corruption’ (verse 10). This is one of the Old Testament texts which is often quoted by the early Christians, to demonstrate Jesus’ Messianic character. As Jewish tradition held that the decomposition (‘corruption’) of the corpse began after the third day, the Scripture is fulfilled in Jesus, who rises on the third day, i.e. before decomposition can begin. Saint Paul, in faithfully transmitting the teachings of the Apostles, highlights that Christ’s victory over death occurs by the creative force of God’s Word. This divine power brings hope and joy: this is the definitive freeing content of the Paschal revelation. In the Paschal Mystery, God reveals Himself and the power of the Trinitarian Love that destroys the destructive forces of evil and death.” The Pontiff concluded his catechesis by exhorting those present to let themselves be enlightened by the “splendor of the Risen Lord. Let us receive Him with faith and generously adhere our lives to His Gospel, as did the privileged witnesses of His Resurrection, as Saint Paul did, years later, in his extraordinary encounter with the Divine Master on the road to Damascus. We cannot keep the news of this Truth, that changes every person’s life, to ourselves…may the Virgin Mary help us to foster this Easter joy in ourselves and in those around us, so that we may become witnesses to the divine love in every instance of our lives.” (SL) (Agencia Fides 16/4/2009)

18 April 2009 – Audience with Franciscan participants at “International Chapter of the Mats”

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells members of the Franciscan Order: “Go and continue 'rebuilding the house' of Our Lord Jesus Christ, His Church. Like Francis, begin with yourselves. We are the first houses that God wants to rebuild.”

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) - “Go and continue 'rebuilding the house' of Our Lord Jesus Christ, His Church. In recent days, the earthquake in Abruzzo seriously damaged many churches. Those of you from Assisi can identify with all that such an occurrence implies. But there is another 'collapse' that is even more serious: that of persons and communities! Like Francis, begin with yourselves. We are the first houses that God wants to rebuild. If you are capable of renewing yourselves in the spirit of the Gospel, you will be able to continue helping the Church's Pastors in the task of 'beautifying' the face of the Spouse of Christ. This is what the Pope – today and from the time of your foundation – expects from you.” This was the request that Benedict XVI made to the members of the Franciscan Order, whom he received in an audience in Castel Gandolfo, at the conclusion of their “Chapter of Mats.”

In his address, the Pope mentioned the motive behind the “Chapter of Mats”: a return to the origins in this, the 800th anniversary of the approval of the “protoregola” (First Rule) of Saint Francis, by Pope Innocence III. “First of all, I would like to join you in thanking God for this entire journey He has led you on, filling you with His blessings,” the Pope said. From the tiny brook that flows forth at the foot of Mount Subasio, has come a great river that has made noteworthy contributions to the spread of the Gospel throughout the world.” 

Benedict XVI then reflected on the conversion experience of Francis, from whom everything began and to whom could be applied “several expressions that the Apostle Paul uses in reference to himself”: Francis has “experienced the power of divine grace and it were as though he had died and risen. All of his previous riches, every desire for advantages and security, becomes a 'loss' from the moment in which he meets Christ crucified and risen.” The Pope then recalled that Francis considered the Gospel “a rule of life” for himself and his brothers: “He understood himself entirely at the light of the Gospel. This is his fascination. This is what gives his example perennial value...the 'Poverello' became a living Gospel capable of bringing men and women of all historical ages, especially the youth who prefer radicalism to mediocrity, to Christ.”

“Francis could have chosen not to go to the Pope,” Benedict XVI commented. “Many religious groups and movements were being formed at that time and some of these opposed the Church as an institution, or at least they did not seek her approval. Surely, a polemic situation versus the Hierarchy would have gained many followers for Francis. However, he immediately thought of placing his path and that of his companions in the hands of the Bishops of Rome, the Successor of Peter. This fact reveals his authentic ecclesial spirit. This small 'we' that had begun with his first friars was something that he had thought of from the beginning within the great 'we' of the one and universal Church. And the Pope realized this and appreciated it.”

Lastly, the Pontiff reminded the members of the Franciscan Order of their vocation: “All of you are sons and heirs of those origins. From that 'good seed' that was Francis...” Here, the Pope encouraged them to follow the 'logic' of Francis and Clare of Assisi: “losing one's own life for Jesus and the Gospel, to save it and bear abundant fruit,” and to continue listening to what the Spirit says today,” in order to continue proclaiming the Kingdom of God with passion, in the footsteps of the Seraphic Father;” to always begin from Christ, “just as Francis began with the contemplation of the Crucifix of Saint Damian and the encounter with the leper, in order to see the face of Christ in the brethren who suffer and bring them His peace”; and to be witnesses of the “beauty” of God, “that Francis knew how to sing, as he contemplated the marvels of creation.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2009)

19 April 2009 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - Pope, at the Regina Caeli: “it is the merciful love of God that solidly unites the Church, today as yesterday, and that makes humanity a single family,” calling for firm and concrete action to prevent and eliminate every form of discrimination and intolerance

Castel Gandolfo (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, April 19, Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday), and the fourth anniversary of his election as Pontiff, the Holy Father Benedict XVI led the recitation of the Regina Caeli at the Apostolic Palace of Castel Gandolfo, where he has spent several days of rest after the Easter celebrations. Prior to the Regina Caeli, the Pope renewed his “fervent Easter wishes” and thanked all those who had expressed their affection and spiritual closeness for Easter, for his birthday (April 16), and for his fourth anniversary of election to the Chair of Peter. “I thank the Lord for this symphony of so much affection. As I was able to affirm recently, I never feel alone. Even more in this singular week, which, for the liturgy, constitutes a single day, I experienced the communion that surrounds and sustains me: a spiritual solidarity, essentially nourished by prayer, which is manifested in thousands of ways. From my colleagues in the Roman Curia to the parishes that are geographically most distant, we Catholics form -- and we must feel that we are -- one family, animated by the same sentiments of the first Christian community.”

Recalling the text from the Acts of the Apostles proclaimed on this Sunday, Benedict XVI mentioned that “The communion of the first Christians had the risen Christ as true center and foundation...Resurrected, Jesus grants a new unity to his followers, stronger than before, invincible, because it is based not on human resources, but on divine mercy, which makes them all feel loved and forgiven by him. Therefore it is the merciful love of God that solidly unites the Church, today as yesterday, and that makes humanity a single family, divine love, which through Jesus crucified and risen forgives our sins and renews us interiorly.” Benedict XVI then recalled John Paul II's decision to dedicate the Second Sunday of Easter to the Divine Mercy, pointing to “the risen Christ as the font of confidence and hope.” The Pope then asked the faithful to entrust his service to the Church to Mary, under the invocation of “Queen of Heaven,” “ knowing that her royalty is like that of her Son: all love, and merciful love.” 

After the Regina Caeli, the Holy Father congratulated “the brothers and sisters of the Eastern Churches that, following the Julian calendar, celebrate Holy Easter today.” He then recalled the opening of the Conference in Geneva, on the 2001 Durban Declaration against racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia: “This is an important initiative because still today, despite the lessons of history, these deplorable phenomena continue... These affirmations lead to the demand for firm and concrete action, at the national and international levels, to prevent and eliminate every form of discrimination and intolerance. There must be a vast educational undertaking that exalts the dignity of the person and teaches fundamental rights. The Church, for her part, repeats that only the recognition of the dignity of man, created in the image and likeness of God, can constitute a secure reference for such a task. From this common origin, in fact, there flows a common human destiny that must awaken in everyone and all a strong sense of solidarity and responsibility.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 20/4/2009)

22 April 2009 – General Audience

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience, speaking on Ambrose Autpert, who “understood that with mere theological research God can not be known as he really is. Only love can reach him.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – In his Wednesday Audiences, the Holy Father Benedict XVI has been for some time now reflecting on “people from whom we can learn what the Church is.” On April 22, he reflected on Ambrose Autpert, a relatively unknown author of whom little definite information is known, although “careful reading of the works that critics gradually recognized as his authorship allows for the discovery in his teaching of a theological and spiritual treasure precious also for our times.”

Born in Provence, Ambrose Autpert entered the court of the King of the Franks, Pepin the Short, where he was also given the role of tutor of the future emperor Charlemagne. Traveling to Italy, he visited the famous Benedictine abbey of St. Vincent, located at the source of the Volturno, in the Duchy of Benevento, and not long afterwards, he decided to take up religious life and entered the monastery, where he could train in an appropriate manner, especially in matters of theology and spirituality. Around the year 761 he was ordained a priest and on October 4, 777, he was elected abbot with the support of the French monks and despite the opposition of some monks in favor of Lombard Potone. The tension due to nationalistic divisions did not quiet in the months ahead, and as a result, Autpert, a year later in 778, intended to step down and retire with some French monks to Spoleto. some years later, when the abbot who succeeded Autpert died and Lombard Potone was elected as successor (a. 782), the conflict flared up again, which eventually lead to the denunciation of the new abbot to Charlemagne. The contenders were referred to the court of the Pope, who summoned them to Rome. Autpert was also called as a witness, but suddenly died during the trip, perhaps killed, January 30, 784.

“Ambrose Autpert was a monk and abbot in an age marked by strong political tension, tensions which also had repercussions on life inside the monasteries. Of this we have frequent and concerned echoes in his writings,” the Pope explained. “He denounces, for example, the contradiction between the beautiful outer appearance of the monasteries and the monks' lukewarmness.” With his works, especially a small ascetic treatise on the conflict between vice and virtue, “Ambrose Autpert intended to train the monks specifically on how to address the spiritual battle on a daily basis.” He contrasts greed and contempt of the world, which “is not a contempt of creation, beauty and goodness of creation and the Creator, but a contempt of the false vision of the world presented and insinuated to us by our own greed...Autpert notes that the desire for profit of the rich and powerful in the society of his time also exists within the souls of the monks and because of this he wrote a treatise titled 'De cupiditate' [On Greed], in which, with the Apostle Paul, he denounces from the outset the vice of greed as the root of all evil.” The Pope highlighted the relevance of this lesson “in light of this global economic crisis...from this very root of greed this crisis is born.” Not only for the monk, “but even for the man in this world, even for the rich it is necessary to fight against greed, against the desire to possess, to appear, against the false notion of freedom as the right to dispose of everything according to one's own will. Even the rich must find the authentic path of truth, of love and in this way the path of moral rectitude.”

The most important work of Ambrose Autpert is his commentary on the 10 books of the Apocalypse, fruit of long hours of work. “Autpert is interested not so much in the second coming of Christ at the end of time, but in the consequences for the Church of his first coming, the Incarnation in the womb of the Virgin Mary. It tells us something very important: In reality, Christ, 'must daily be born, die, and rise in us who are his body.' In the context of the mystical dimension that surrounds every Christian, he looks to Mary as a model of the Church, a model for us all, because also in us and between us Christ must be born...His great reverence, and his deep love for the Mother of God at times inspired formulations that somehow anticipate those of St. Bernard and the Franciscan spirit, but without diverging toward questionable forms of sentimentalism, because he never separated the mystery of the Church from Mary.”

Concluding his catechesis, the Holy Father mentioned how Ambrose Autpert lived “lived in a time of intense political exploitation of the Church, in which nationalism and tribalism had disfigured the face of the Church. But he, in the midst of all these difficulties that we also experience, was able to discover the true face of the Church in Mary, in the saints. And so he was able to understand what it means to be Catholic, Christian, to live the Word of God...And with all his theological experience, the depth of his knowledge, Autpert understood that with mere theological research God can not be known as he really is. Only love can reach him. Let us listen to this message and ask the Lord to help us live the mystery of the Church today, in this our time.”

After greeting pilgrimages in various languages, he addressed the youth from the “San Lorenzo International Youth Center,” who celebrated the the 25th anniversary of the delivery of the Cross of the Holy Year to the youth of the world. Benedict XVI recalled that “ since then, the cross was accepted in the International Youth Center of San Lorenzo, and from there began to travel to the continents, opening the hearts of many young men and women to Christ the Redeemer. This its pilgrimage continues still, especially in preparation for World Youth Day, so much so as to be known now as "the World Youth Day Cross." Dear friends, I entrust this cross to you again! Continue to carry it to every corner of the earth, so that the next generation may also discover the mercy of God and have the hope in Christ crucified and risen renewed in their hearts!” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2009)

23 April 2009 – Mass with Committee which organised the 6th World Family Meeting in Mexico 

VATICAN - Pope tells Organizers of the 6th World Meeting of Families: “Christian families are schools of obedience and environments of true freedom.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “With their domestic, simple, and joyful life of sharing daily joys, hopes, and concerns lived at the light of the faith, Christian families are schools of obedience and environments of true freedom. This is evident to those who have lived their marriage according to God's plans for many years, come of some of those present, who have witnessed the Lord's goodness that supports and sustains us.” This is what the Holy Father Benedict XVI said in his homily in the Mass he presided on April 23 in the Redemptoris Mater Chapel in the Apostolic Palace. The Mass was concelebrated by Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family, and Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, Archbishop of Mexico City, as well as members of the organizational committee of the 6th World Meeting of Families that took place in January, in Mexico City.

Making reference to the day's readings from the Mass, the Pope focused on the theme of obedience: “The Word of God speaks to us of an obedience that is not mere subjection, nor simply an obeying of orders, rather it arises from an intimate communion with God and consists in an interior vision capable of discerning that which 'comes from on high' and 'is above everything'. It is the fruit of the Holy Spirit which God grants without measure. Our contemporaries need to discover this obedience, which is not theoretical but essential. It means opting for specific forms of behavior which are based on obedience to God's will and which make us fully free.” Benedict XVI then spoke of how “in the Eucharist, Christ is truly present; He is the bread come down from on high, to restore our strength in our efforts and fatigues along the way. He is at our side...” Lastly, the Pope invoked the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, so that “strengthened by the Eucharistic bread, we can be servers of authentic joy for the world.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2009)

23 April 2009 – Audience with participants in Pontifical Biblical Commission plenary assembly

VATICAN - Benedict XVI tells Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Biblical Commission: “Only within the ecclesial context can Sacred Scripture be understood as the authentic Word of God which is guide, norm and rule for the life of the Church and the spiritual development of believers.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The Church's life and mission necessarily rest upon the Word of God, which is the soul of theology and, at the same time, the inspiration of all of Christian life,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI emphasized in the audience he held on April 23 with participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Biblical Commission, which reflected on the inspiration and truth of the Bible. This theme responds to a deep concern of the Holy Father, as he expressed in the audience, because “the interpretation of Sacred Scripture is of vital importance for Christian faith and for the life of the Church.”

The Pope recalled the “great impulse given to Biblical studies” given by Popes Leo XIII and Pius XII, with further developments in the Second Vatican Council, especially the Conciliar Constitution “Dei Verbum” that “today continues to illumine the work of Catholic exegetes and invites Pastors and faithful to nourish themselves more frequently from the table of the Word of God.” The Pope then mentioned that “from a correct approach to the concept of divine inspiration and truth in Sacred Scripture derive certain norms that directly concern its interpretation.” The Constitution Dei Verbum, having affirmed that God is the author of the Bible, reminds us that in Sacred Scripture God speaks to mankind in a human manner. Benedict XVI also highlighted that “for a correct interpretation of Scripture we must, then, carefully examine what the hagiographers really sought to say and what God was pleased to reveal with their words.”

The Holy Father then named three criteria from the Second Vatican Council that are “perennially-valid for interpreting Sacred Scripture in accordance with the Spirit that inspired it. In the first place, great attention must be given to the content and unity of the whole of Scripture... In the second place", he added, "Scripture must be read in the context of the living Tradition of the entire Church. ... In her Tradition the Church carries the living memory of the Word of God, and it is the Holy Spirit Who provides her with the interpretation thereof in accordance with its spiritual meaning. The third criterion concerns the need to pay attention to the analogy of the faith; that is, to the cohesion of the individual truths of faith, both with one another and with the overall plan of Revelation and the fullness of the divine economy enclosed in that plan.”

Addressing the task of scholars who study the various systems of Sacred Scripture, Benedict XVI affirmed: “The academic study of the sacred texts is not by itself sufficient. In order to respect the coherence of the Church's faith, Catholic exegetes must be careful to perceive the Word of God in these texts, within the faith of the Church. If this fundamental point is missing from exegetical research, it would remain incomplete, losing sight of its ultimate purpose, with the danger of being reduced to a purely literary work, in which the real Author – God – no longer appears. The interpretation of Sacred Scriptures cannot be a merely an individual academic undertaking, but must always be compared with, inserted into, and authenticated by the living Tradition of the Church. This norm is essential in order to ensure a correct and reciprocal exchange between exegesis and Church Magisterium. Catholic exegetes do not nourish the individualistic illusion that biblical texts can be better understood outside the community of believers. The opposite is true, because these texts were not given to individual scholars 'to satisfy their curiosity or to provide them with material for study and research'. The texts inspired by God were entrusted to the community of believers, to the Church of Christ, to nourish the faith and to guide the life of charity. The respect of this end denotes the validity and efficacy of Biblical hermeneutics.” 

In concluding his address, the Pope highlighted once more the “indispensable union between Sacred Scripture and Tradition, as both come forth from the same source” and “Only within the ecclesial context can Sacred Scripture be understood as the authentic Word of God which is guide, norm and rule for the life of the Church and the spiritual development of believers. This means rejecting all interpretations that are subjective or limited to mere analysis [and hence] incapable of accepting the global meaning which, over the course of the centuries, has guided the Tradition of the entire People of God.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2009)

25 April 2009 – Audience with participants at Meeting Teachers of Catholic Religious Instruction

VATICAN - Holy Father Benedict XVI reminds Catholic religion teachers of their role in “giving soul to the school and assuring the Christian faith of a full citizenship in areas of education and culture.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “May your teaching be similar to that of Saint Paul, capable of showing your students that dimension of freedom and full appreciation of man redeemed by Christ, as is present in God's plan, and in this manner, showing true intellectual charity to many children and their families.” This is the desire expressed by the Holy Father Benedict XVI to the Catholic religion teachers whom he received in an audience on April 25.

“The teaching of the Catholic faith forms an integral part of the history of schools in Italy,” the Pope said in his address. “The extremely high number who choose to study this subject is, furthermore, a sign of the exceptional importance it has in the educational process and an indication of the high levels of quality achieved.” What daily distinguishes the work of religion teachers, from other professors, is “focusing on man created in God's image,” as the religious dimension “is intrinsic to the culture, collaborating in the global formation of the person and allowing a transformation of knowledge into wisdom of life.”

Continuing his address, the Pope affirmed: “Your service, dear friends, is located precisely in this crucial crossroads, in which – without improper invasions or confusion of roles – a universal tendency towards the truth and toward the 2,000 year-old testimony offered by believers at the light of the faith is found, along with the extraordinary heights of knowledge and art reached by the human spirit and the fecundity of the Christian message that has so profoundly contributed to the life and culture of the Italian people. With the full and acknowledged scholarly dignity of your teaching, you contribute to both giving soul to the school and assuring the Christian faith of a full citizenship in areas of education and culture. Thanks to the teaching of Catholic religion, then, school and society are enriched with what is a true workshop of culture and of humanity, in which, by examining the significant contributions Christianity has made, people are enabled to discover goodness and grow in responsibility, to seek to confront their views and refine their critical sense, and to draw from the gifts of the past in order to better understand the present and to project themselves towards the future.”

In the context of the Year of Saint Paul, Benedict XVI exhorted them to look upon the Apostle to the Gentiles, in whom we find “the humble and faithful disciple, the courageous preacher, the great mediator of Revelation,” to sustain the identity “of educators and witnesses in schools.” Paul, in the First Letter to the Thessalonians (4:9), defines the believers as “instructed by God,” with God as their teacher. “In this word, we find the secret to education,” the Pope said, recalling how “in Pauline teaching, the religious formation is not separated from human formation...The religious dimension is, then, not an appendage but an inherent part of the person, from the youngest ages. It means fundamental openness to the other, to the mystery that presides every relationship and encounter among human persons. The religious dimension makes man more of a man.”

Finally, the Pontiff mentioned that “knowledge of the Bible is an essential element in the program of Catholic religion” and that the professor of Catholic religion, “in addition to the duty of human, cultural, and didactic competence typical of every teacher,” has the vocation of manifesting that the God who is spoken of it the classroom is the essential reference point in their life: “Far from being a form of interference or a restriction on freedom, your presence is a fine example of that positive spirit of secularism which enables constructive civil coexistence to be promoted, founded on reciprocal respect and faithful dialogue, values that a country always needs.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2009)

26 April 2009 – Masss with the canonisation of five new Saints

VATICAN - Benedict XVI encourages faithful to follow example of the new saints “so that our lives may be hymns of praise to God, following the footsteps of Jesus, whom we adore with faith in the mystery of the Eucharist and serve with generosity in our neighbor.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “The light radiating from the countenance of the Risen Christ shines on us today, especially in the evangelical lives of the five blesseds, who in this celebration are inscribed in the list of saints: Arcangelo Tadini, Bernardo Tolomei, Nuno de Santa María Álvares Pereira, Gertrude Comensoli, and Caterina Volpicelli. The diverse human and spiritual itineraries of these new saints show us the profound renewal that the mystery of Christ's resurrection brings about in the heart of man. This is the fundamental mystery that guides the entire history of salvation.” These are the words pronounced by the Holy Father Benedict XVI during the Mass he presided in Saint Peter's Square on Sunday, April 26, the Third Sunday of Easter, for the canonization of five Blesseds. 

Recalling the Gospel of the day, in which Saint Luke tells of one of the Risen Christ's apparitions (Lk 24:35-48) in which, as had occurred in the case of those of Emmaus, He sat down at the table and ate with his disciples, “helping them to understand the Scriptures and to once again interpret the events of salvation in light of Easter,” the Holy Father explained: “Each community relives this same experience in the celebration of the Eucharist, especially on Sundays... We gather around Him to remember his words and the events of Scripture; we relive his passion, death, and resurrection. In celebrating the Eucharist we communicate with Christ, victim of atonement, and from Him we draw forgiveness and life. What would our lives as Christians be without the Eucharist?”

The Pontiff then spoke of the newly proclaimed Saints, nourished with the Bread of the Eucharist, who “carried out their mission of Gospel charity in various areas, in which they worked with their specific charisms.”

“Saint Arcangelo Tadini spent long hours in prayer before the Eucharist. In his pastoral ministry, he always took into account the human person in his entirety and helped his parishioners to grow both humanly and spiritually.” This holy priest, willing to let himself be guided by the Holy Spirit and ready to take up the urgent needs of the time and find a solution, took on many concrete and courageous initiatives. “He reminds us that only in cultivating a constant and profound relationship with the Lord, especially in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, will we be able to bring the yeast of the Gospel to our various activities and to every sector of our society.”

“Saint Bernardo Tolomei, as well, who began a unique Benedictine monastic movement, stands out for his love for prayer and for manual labor. He lived a Eucharistic life that was completely dedicated to contemplation and that was manifest in his humble service to his neighbor.” Re-elected abbot for 27 consecutive years, until his death, he obtained the pontifical approval from Pope Clement VI for the new Benedictine Congregation entitled “Saint Mary of Monte Oliveto.” During the great plague of 1348, he went to the monastery of Saint Benedict in Puerta Tufi, in Siena, to help the monks suffering from the disease, and he himself later died from the same illness. “The example of this saint is an invitation to us to convert our faith into a life dedicated to God in prayer and complete dedication to service to our neighbor, motivated by a charity that is willing to embrace even the greatest sacrifice.”

The life of Saint Nuno de Santa Maria, hero and saint of Portugal, was characterized by intense prayer and complete trust in divine assistance. A courageous soldier and great leader, he had a special devotion to Our Lady, to whom he publicly attributed his victories. At the end of his life, he retreated to a Carmelite convent that he himself had ordered to be built. This exemplary figure is offered to the entire Church as proof that “in any situation – even in times of war – one can practice values and principles of Christian life, especially if these are placed at the service of the common good and the glory of God.”

“From her childhood, Saint Gertrude Comensoli showed a special attraction towards Christ present in the Eucharist. The adoration of Christ in the Eucharist became the main objective of her life. We could almost say it was the habitual state of her life. Before the Eucharist, Saint Gertrude understood her vocation and mission in the Church: dedicate her entire life to apostolic and missionary activity, especially for the youth...In a society that was disoriented and many times wounded, just like ours, Saint Gertrude indicates a firm point of reference in God, Who in the Eucharist made Himself our traveling companion.”

“Another witness of divine love was Saint Caterina Volpicelli...For her, as well, the secret was the Eucharist. She counseled her first collaborators to cultivate an intense spiritual life in prayer and, above all, in vital contact with Jesus in the Eucharist. Today, as well, this is the condition for continuing the work and mission she began and that she has left as an inheritance to the Handmaidens of the Sacred Heart...Saint Caterina shows her spiritual daughters and all of us the demanding path to conversion that changes the heart at its roots and is manifest in actions coherent with the Gospel. Thus, it is possible to place foundations in order to build a society open to justice and solidarity, overcoming this economic and cultural instability that continues on a large portion of our planet.”

The Pope concluded his homily by encouraging the faithful to give thanks to God for the gift of holiness and to follow the examples of the new saints: “Let us allow ourselves to be attracted by their example, guided by their teachings, so that our lives may be hymns of praise to God, following the footsteps of Jesus, whom we adore with faith in the mystery of the Eucharist and serve with generosity in our neighbor.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2009)

26 April 2009 – Regina Caeli

VATICAN - At the Regina Caeli, Pope expresses his hope that the pilgrimage of those who have come to Rome for the canonizations “can help each one [of you] to 'run' with more joy and energy toward the final 'goal,' toward 'the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus.'”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On Sunday, April 26, at the close of the Mass celebrated in Saint Peter's Square for the proclamation of the 5 new saints, the Holy Father Benedict XVI opened his address prior to the recitation of the Regina Caeli, giving that to all the pilgrims who had come, especially the delegation from the Italian government and civil authorities, and other numerous pilgrims: “I hope that this pilgrimage, lived in the mark of sanctity and supported by the grace of the Pauline year, can help each one [of you] to 'run' with more joy and energy toward the final 'goal,' toward 'the prize of God's upward calling, in Christ Jesus,' (cf. Philippians 3:13-14).”

The Pope then recalled the celebration of the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart. “Fifty years after the death of the founder, Father Agostino Gemelli, I hope that the Catholic University be always faithful to its inspiring principles so as to continue offering a valid formation to the young generations.”

Benedict XVI then greeted the pilgrims from Portugal, especially the Carmelites, who came to Rome for the canonization of Frei Nuno de Santa Maria, known as “Santo Condestável” to the poor of his era, who witnessed his compassion and generosity with the most marginalized of society.

In greeting the Polish-speaking pilgrims, the Holy Father recalled that “under the patronage of the Biblical Society named after John Paul II, the Church in Poland is celebrating its first Bible Sunday and Week,” and he blessed the hearts of “all those who study the Word of God.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2009)

28 April 2009 – Visit to earthquake victims in Abruzzo 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI visits Abruzzo's earthquake victims: “Dear friends, my presence among you is intended as a tangible sign of the fact that the crucified Lord is risen and does not abandon you.”

L'Aquila (Agenzia Fides) – Hope for the living, prayers for the dead. In brief, this is the message that the Holy Father Benedict XVI launched to the earthquake victims of Abruzzo, in a visit that lasted a matter of hours and that included places of suffering from Onna to the Student Residence in L'Aquila. 

The original itinerary called for the Pope's departure from the Vatican at 9am by helicopter, travelling to Onna, a small part of L'Aquila destroyed in the earthquake, however due to the weather the Pope had to travel by car. In Onna, the Pope met with the victims, especially those who have suffered the most losses, those who lost children, siblings, and parents in a town that lost 40 of its 300 inhabitants. The Pope then traveled by car to the center of town, stopping at the 14th century Basilica of Collemaggio, which has also suffered serious damages in the earthquake. He then stopped at the ruins of the Student Residence and met with a group of survivors. 

He then traveled to the square of the “Guardia di Finanza” of Coppito, where he met with the mayors and parish priests of the towns destroyed in the earthquake, and it was there that he gave his final speech to the faithful and rescue workers. The Pope's itinerary had planned for his departure at 12 noon, however this was postponed due to the changes in the itinerary. Before his return to the Vatican, the Pope asked to visit the most seriously destroyed areas, if the weather permitted.

In Onna, the Pope said that he had come from Rome to express “in the most direct manner, my sincere closeness.” “I was close to you from the first moment, since I heard of the news of the violent earthquake that in the early morning hours of April 6 caused nearly 300 victims, many wounded and considerable material damages to your homes. I followed the news with great concern, sharing your disbelief, your tears for the dead, and your anxious concerns for what you lost in an instant. Now I am here among you; and I would like to embrace you affectionately, each one. All the Church is here with me, accompanying your sufferings, participating in your pain for the loss of relations and friends, and desirous to help you rebuild the homes, churches and businesses that collapsed or were seriously damaged in the tremor.”

The Holy Father said he admired “the courage, dignity, and faith” with which the people of Abruzzo had faced this serious trial. He also said that he would have liked to visit “every town, every neighborhood, every field of tents, and meet every person.” And he continued: “We could say, dear friends, that in some way your state of mind is similar to that of the two disciples of Emmaus, which Saint Luke speaks of in his Gospel. After the tragic event of the Cross, they returned home disillusioned and sad because of what they thought was Jesus' 'end'. But along the road, He came up to them and began speaking with them. Although they did not recognize Him with their eyes, something awoke in their hearts: the words of that 'unknown Person' rekindled this fire in them, and the hope that the experience on Calvary had extinguished.” Benedict XVI later read out a prayer that he himself had written for the victims of the earthquake.

In the late morning, the Pope arrived in the square of the “Guardia di Finanza” of Coppito. There, Benedict XVI met with the people and the personnel working in the area. He thanked Archbishop Giuseppe Molinari of L'Aquila, “who as Pastor has shared and is sharing in your difficult trial. I thank him for his wise words of evangelical faith and confidence that have been an expression of your own sentiments.” He then affirmed: “I carry all the victims of this catastrophe in my heart: the children, youth, adults, elderly, of Abruzzo as well as those from other parts of Italy and other nations. In the Basilica of Collemaggio, where I venerated the remains of Pope Celestine V, I was able to experience first hand the wounded heart of this city. With that, I wish to pay homage to the history and faith of your land and to all of you, who feel identified with this saint. In his urn, as you dear Mayor have recalled, I have left a sign of my spiritual participation with the pallium that I received on the day on which I began my Pontificate. It was also very impressive for me to pray before the Student Residence where many young lives were ended in the violent earthquake. Traveling through the city, I was able to better perceive the serious consequences that this earthquake has had.”

The Pope recalled that the square was where the funeral for the victims had taken place: “This place, consecrated by the victims' prayers and tears, represents a symbol of your tenacious determination not to give way to discouragement. 'Nec recisa recedit': the motto of the Corps of the 'Guardia di Finanza,' which appears on top of the building seems to well express what the Mayor called the firm intention to rebuild the city with the constancy that is characteristic of you, the people of Abruzzo.”

Benedict XVI explained that the tragic event of the earthquake invites the civil community and the Church “to profound reflection.” “As Christians, we should ask ourselves: 'What is it that the Lord is trying to tell us through this sad event?' We have lived Easter facing up to this trauma, searching for answers in the Word of God and receiving new light. We have celebrated the death and resurrection of Christ by recalling our suffering, praying that those affected may not lose their faith and hope in God. But also, as a civil community we should make a sincere examination of conscience, so that the level of those responsible in every moment, may never be lacking. With this condition, L'Aquila (in Italian, “the Eagle”), although she is wounded, will rise again.” (PLR) (Agenzia Fides 28/4/2009)

29 April 2009 – General Audience 

VATICAN - Benedict XVI at the General Audience: “Let us pray to God so that he teaches us to see in the Church his presence, his beauty, to see his presence in the world, and that he helps us also to be transparent for his light.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy Father Benedict XVI spoke of the Patriarch Germanus of Constantinople in the General Audience on April 29. As the Pontiff recalled, Saint Germanus “does not belong to the most characteristic figures of the Eastern Christian world, and yet, his name appears with a certain solemnity in the list of the great defenders of sacred images.”

The Pope then recalled several historical and biographical accounts of Saint Germanus. “During the Patriarchy of Germanus (715-730), the capital of the Byzantine Empire, Constantinople, suffered a very dangerous siege from the Saracens. On that occasion (717-718), a solemn procession was organized in the city with the showing of the image of the Mother of God, the Theotokos, and a relic of the holy cross, to invoke from on high the defense of the city. In fact, Constantinople was liberated from the siege...Patriarch Germanus, after that event, became convinced that the intervention of God should be considered evident approval of the piety shown by the people toward the holy icons. Of an entirely different opinion, on the other hand, was Emperor Leo III, who precisely that year (717), was enthroned as the indisputable emperor in the capital, in which he would reign until 741. After the liberation of Constantinople and after a series of further victories, the Christian emperor began to show ever more openly the conviction that the consolidation of the empire should begin precisely with a reordering of the manifestations of the faith, with particular reference to the risk of idolatry, which according to his opinion, the people were exposed to due to an excessive devotion to icons. Nothing was gained by Patriarch Germanus' references to the tradition of the Church and the efficacy of certain images, which were unanimously recognized as 'miraculous.'” 

On Jan. 7, 730 the Emperor took a position against devotion to images and Germanus, who did not want in any way to yield to the will of the Emperor, found himself obligated to turn in his resignation as patriarch and to condemn himself to exile in a monastery where he died forgotten by everyone. His name came to light again precisely in the Second Council of Nicaea (787), when the Orthodox Fathers decided in favor of icons, recognizing the merits of Germanus.

Patriarch Germanus gave much attention to the liturgical celebrations and “some of his works had a certain echo above all because of certain of his intuitions regarding Mariology. From him, in fact, we have various homilies about Marian themes and some of them have profoundly marked the piety of entire generations of faithful, as much in the East as in the West.” One of his Mariological texts was quoted by Pope Pius XII in the apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus (1950), with which he declared the dogma of faith, the assumption of Mary, presenting it as one of the arguments in favor of the permanent faith of the Church in the corporal assumption of Mary into heaven. Germanus was recognized, in the Byzantine tradition, as one of those who has contributed much to keeping alive this conviction, that is, that “the beauty of the word, of the language and the beauty of the building and the music should coincide.”

Asking the question: What does this saint have to tell us today, “[being] chronologically and also culturally very far from us”? Pope Benedict XVI highlighted three points. “The first: There is a certain visibility of God in the world, in the Church, which we should learn to perceive. God has created man in his image, but this image has been covered in so much filth from sin that consequently God is almost not seen anymore in it. Thus the Son of God became true man, perfect image of God: In Christ we can thus contemplate the face of God and learn to ourselves be true men, true images of God. Christ invites us to imitate him, to come to be similar to him, so that in each man the face of God, the image of God, again shines through...The second [lesson] is the beauty and dignity of the liturgy. To celebrate the liturgy in the awareness of the presence of God, with this dignity and beauty that allows one to see a bit of his splendor, is the task of every Christian formed in his faith. The third [lesson] is to love the Church. Precisely concerning the Church, we men are inclined to see above all its sins, the negative; but with the help of faith, which makes us capable of seeing authentically, we can also, today and always, rediscover in her the divine beauty.” The Holy Father then concluded his catechesis with this exhortation: “Let us pray to God so that he teaches us to see in the Church his presence, his beauty, to see his presence in the world, and that he helps us also to be transparent for his light.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 30/4/2009)

30 April 2009 – Audience with Catholic Bishops of Argentina on ad limina visit

VATICAN - Pope tells Bishops from Argentina on Ad Limina visit: “to be bishop is an honor when lived with that spirit of service to others and as a humble and disinterested participation in the mission of Christ.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - “In exercising his episcopal ministry, a bishop must always act as a servant among his faithful, drawing constant inspiration from the One Who came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life to save many. Truly, to be bishop is an honor when lived with that spirit of service to others and as a humble and disinterested participation in the mission of Christ.” These were the words of the Holy Father Benedict XVI in addressing a group of Bishops from Argentina, whom he received in an audience on April 30, in the Consistory Hall, on the occasion of their Ad Limina Apostolorum visit.

The Pontiff recalled that the Lord Jesus has entrusted the Bishops with “a ministry of the highest worth and dignity: bringing his message of peace and reconciliation to all peoples, with fatherly love caring for the holy People of God, and leading them on the path to salvation...Frequent contemplation of the image of the Good Shepherd will serve as a model and a stimulus for your efforts to announce and spread the Gospel, it will encourage you to care for the faithful with tenderness and mercy, to defend the weak and to spend your lives in constant and generous dedication to the People of God.” 

After then encouraging them to stimulate "the practice of charity, especially among the most needy" in their dioceses, the Pope highlighted: “With your closeness and your words, with material aid and prayer, with the call to dialogue and to a spirit of understanding in constant search of the common good of the people, and with the light from the Gospel, you wish to offer a concrete and visible testimony to the love of Christ among men, so as to continually build-up the Church as the family of God, always welcoming and merciful with those most in need, so that in all dioceses charity may reign, in fulfillment of Jesus' command.” Benedict XVI later recalled “the importance of prayer as opposed to activism or a secularized vision of the charitable efforts of Christians.”

The Pope has, in a special way, entrusted the Bishops with the priests: “May the embrace of peace, with which you welcomed them on the day of their ordination, become a reality lived out every day, one that contributes to the strengthening of the bonds of affection, respect, and trust that unite you to them by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy Orders.” In continuation, speaking of the specific vocation of the lay faithful, he hoped that “conscious of their baptismal promises and animated by Christ's charity, participate actively in the mission of the Church, as well as in the social, political, economic and cultural life of their country.” In this context he made it clear that “Catholics should stand out among their fellow citizens by their exemplary accomplishment of their civic duties, and by the exercise of those human and Christian virtues which help to improve personal, social and working relationships. Their commitment will also lead them to promote values that are essential to the common good of society, such as peace, justice, solidarity, the good of the family founded on marriage between a man and a woman, the defense of life from conception until natural death, and the right and obligation of parents to educate children according to their own moral and religious convictions.” At the end of his address, before entrusting everyone to the protection of Our Lady of Lujan, the Holy Father asked the Argentinean Bishops to convey his affectionate greetings to all the members of their dioceses: “tell them that the Pope is grateful for the work they do for the Lord and for the cause of the Gospel; that he hopes and trusts in their fidelity to the Church. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 4/5/2009)

VERBA PONTIFICIS

Year of St Paul

“ Saul of Tarsus, the relentless persecutor of Christians, encountered the risen Christ on the road to Damascus, and was “conquered” by him. […].In Paul there occurred what he would later write about to the Christians of Corinth: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come” (2 Cor 5:17). Let us look at this great evangelizer, who with bold enthusiasm and apostolic zeal brought the Gospel to many different peoples in the world of that time”. (Easter Message and Urbi et Orbi Blessing, 12 April 2009 )

The Church  

“The Church lives in people and those who want to know the Church better, to understand her mystery, must consider the people who have seen and lived her message, her mystery. In the Wednesday Catechesis I have therefore been speaking for some time of people from whom we can learn what the Church is.” (General Audience 22 April 2009 ).
Cross

“ We have re-lived the tragic event of a man unique in the history of all times, who changed the world not by killing others but by letting himself be killed as he hung from a cross. This man, seemingly one of us, who while he was being killed forgave his executioners, is the “Son of God”[…]”. (Address at the end of the Way of the Cross at the Colosseum, 10 April  2009 )

Eucharist  

“ In the broken bread, the Lord distributes himself. The gesture of breaking also alludes mysteriously to his death, to the love that extends even to death. He distributes himself, the true “bread for the life of the world” (cf. Jn 6:51). The nourishment that man needs in his deepest self is communion with God himself. Giving thanks and praise, Jesus transforms the bread, he no longer gives earthly bread, but communion with himself.”. (Mass in Coena Domini del 9 April 2009 )

Evangelisation  

“it is fundamental for our faith and for our Christian witness to proclaim the Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth as a real, historical event, attested by many authoritative witnesses. We assert this forcefully because, in our day too, there are plenty of people who seek to deny its historicity, reducing the Gospel narrative to a myth, to a "vision" of the Apostles, taking up and presenting old and already worn-out theories as new and scientific”(General Audience 15 April 2009 )
Teaching of the Catholic Faith

“There is close bond between teaching of religion in school and the existential deepening of the faith [...]. This bond consists in the very person of the teacher of the Catholic faith: in fact besides the duty to be have the human, cultural and didactic competence, proper to every teacher, you are called to show that God, of whom you speak in school classrooms, is an essential point of reference in your life ” (Audience with participants at meeting for teachers of the Catholic Faith 25 April 2009).

Mission

“‘ Go, and continue to "repair the house" of the Lord Jesus Christ, his Church [...]Like Francis, always begin with yourselves. We are the first house that God wants to restore. ” (Audience with Franciscans taking part in the International Chapter of the Mats 18 April 2009)
Prayer 

“ Holy Thursday constitutes a renewed invitation to give thanks to God for the supreme gift of the Eucharist […].For this reason the Church encourages the faithful to keep vigil in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament after the celebration of Holy Mass, recalling the sorrowful hour that Jesus spent in solitude and prayer at Gethsemany, before being arrested and then sentenced to death”. (General Audience 8 April 2009 )

Resurrection

“[…] For Jesus, of course, the Resurrection was not a simple return to his former life. […]The Resurrection is placed in another dimension: it is the passage to a profoundly new dimension of life that also concerns us, that involves the entire human family, history and the universe.” (General Audience 15 April 2009)

Priesthood 

“ Consecration is thus a taking away from the world and a giving over to the living God. The thing or person no longer belongs to us, or even to itself, but is immersed in God. Such a giving up of something in order to give it over to God, we also call a sacrifice: this thing will no longer be my property, but his property”.( Chrism Mass, 9 April  2009)

Hope  

“ Dear young people, it is impossible to live without hope. Experience shows that all things, even our life, are at risk; they can collapse for some internal or external reason at any moment. It is normal: all that is human, hence therefore also hope, has no basis in itself but needs a "rock" to which to be anchored. This is why Paul writes that Christians are called to base human hope on the "Living God". In him alone does it become safe and dependable. Actually, only God, who revealed the fullness of his love to us in Jesus Christ can be our firm hope. ”. (Mass on the 4th anniversary of the death of John Paul II, 2 April 2009)
Unity in the Church

“ Only Mary and the women, with the Apostle John, stayed together and followed him to Calvary. Risen, Jesus gave his disciples a new unity, stronger than before, invincible because it was founded not on human resources but on divine mercy, which made them all feel loved and forgiven by him. ” (Regina Caeli 19 April 2009 ).

QUAESTIONES
Year of St Paul –AFRICA/KENYA - Symposium on Saint Paul at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa

Eldoret (Agenzia Fides) - The Kenya-based Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA) has organized a one-day symposium to celebrate the Year of the Apostle Paul which was declared last year by Pope Benedict XVI. The symposium will be held on Monday, April 27, at the university's AMECEA Gaba Campus in Eldoret.

According to information from the CISA agency, Bishop Cornelius Korir of Eldoret will deliver the keynote address. Rev. Prof. C. Majawa, Dean of Faculty of Theology at CUEA will give a talk on “St. Paul a Model of Reconciliation and Conflict Management,” while Rev. Fr. Faustine Kamugisha will talk on “St. Paul and the Pastoral Ministry of the Church in Modern Times.” Rev. Dr. Fredrick Nvumbi, head of Religious Studies at CUEA, will make a presentation on “St. Paul the Pro-type of Inter-religious Dialogue.” The secretary general of the Association of Member Episcopal Conferences of Eastern Africa (AMECEA), Rev. Dr. Pius Rutechura, will speak on “The Family as the Cradle of the Church in the Writings of St. Paul.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2009)

Year of St Paul – AFRICA/UGANDA - Saint Paul, on the 4th anniversary of the election of Benedict XVI

Kampala (Agenzia Fides) – On the 4th anniversary of the election of Pope Benedict XVI, the Apostolic Nunciature in Uganda, in addition to the reception for ecclesiastical and civil authorities, has erected an exhibition entitled “On the Road to Damascus; The Start of a New Life,” dedicated to Saint Paul, in its internal courtyard. The 44 panels display his story and his encounter with Christ and the first Christian communities of the Apostle to the Gentiles. The seminarians of the “Ggaba” National Major Seminary in Kampala are delighted to observe the panels and offer a guided tour of the exhibition. 

The visitors, among which are Bishops, religious, laity, and civil and political authorities, have been impressed by the text of the panels and the beauty of the images on display. Among the commentaries are: “Congratulations to His Holiness! This exhibition is a great way to celebrate the Year of Saint Paul”; “The display leads one into deep meditation and prayer for the Year of Saint Paul. I am praying for His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI”; “The display is a journey of faith through Christian values”; “Congratulations to His Holiness. Many thanks for the beautiful display on Saint Paul. God Bless You”; “Thank you for the inspiring message of the display on Saint Paul.”

The Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Paul Tschang In-Nam, made the following commentary: “I have also been amazed by the exhibition, in the beauty of the images and the profound content of the text. Every day I feel compelled to spend at least a few moments admiring the panels and the depth of the words. I am very grateful to the curators and to Itacalibri for having helped us to enter into the Mystery of Salvation and the endless riches of divine grace, evident in the figure of Saint Paul and that the Pope has admirably placed as an example in this year dedicated to Saint Paul.” The exhibition will travel to visit other religious and educational institutions of Uganda. Its next stop will be Nairobi, in Kenya. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2009)

Year of St Paul – AMERICA/CANADA - Youth Summit 2009: May 15-18, with the theme “Mission-Era:St. Paul Style”

Quebec City (Agenzia Fides) - “Come and join us in Quebec City from every part of the country, to share an experience of evangelization based on the Eucharist and turned toward the Eucharist.” This is the appeal being launched by Cardinal Marc Ouellet, Archbishop of Quebec City (Canada) to the youth, inviting them to participate in the Youth Summit 2009 in Quebec City, which will be held May 15-18, with the motto: “Missionaries Because of the Eucharist and Missionaries of the Eucharist.”

“Since 2005, from one Youth Summit to the next, we have discovered the central place of the Eucharist in Christian life and we have developed a Eucharistic culture among youth,” Cardinal Ouellet mentioned in his letter of invitation, adding that it is of great importance that efforts be made in extending this movement among the youth.

These Youth Summits began in 2005, as a preparation for the International Eucharistic Congress that was held in Quebec City in 2008. The youth enjoy coming together and sharing the faith and hope that these encounters can continue and thus, the 5th Youth Summit has been organized for 2009.

The theme this year is: “Mission-Era:St. Paul Style,” as it is the Year of Saint Paul. According to organizers, in reflecting on the person of St. Paul, the youth will be able to become witnesses of Christ and His Gospel in their daily life, wherever they are sent. This time of retreat will also help them to live out the mission in their own lives.

Among the guests at the Summit will be: Bishop Paul-Andre Durocher of Alexandria-Cornwall, who will speak on “The Mission Over the Course of the Church's History”; Fr. Thomas Rosica, CSBT, Director of Salt and Light Catholic Media Foundation and Television Network, on “Mission-Era:St. Paul Style”; Fr. Pierre-Olivier Tremblay, OMI, Cofounder of the “Communautés Chrétiennes Missionnaires,” who will speak on “How to Live the Faith in Today's World,” and lastly, Angele Regnier, cofounder of the Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO), will talk on “Being a Lay Missionary in Canada Today.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2009)

Year of St Paul – VATICAN - Seven Cardinals as Special Envoys of the Holy Father for the concluding acts of the Year of Saint Paul in Pauline sites

Vatican City(Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the close of the Year dedicated to the Apostle Saint Paul, which will take place simultaneously on June 29, 2009 in various “Pauline sites,” the Holy Father Benedict XVI appointed seven Cardinals as his Special Envoys, for each of the celebrations. In the Holy Land, Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity; in Malta, Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, President of the Pontifical Council for the Family; in Cyprus, Cardinal Renato R. Martino, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue; in Greece, Cardinal Jozef Tomko, Emeritus Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; in Syria, Cardinal Antonio M. Rouco Varela, Archbishop of Madrid; in Lebanon, Cardinal Andre Vingt-Trois, Archbishop of Paris. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 27/4/2009)

Year of the Priest - ASIA/CHINA - Priests in Shanghai are ready to respond to the Pope’s appeal for the Year of the Priest, with their commitment to spiritual renewal

Shanghai (Agenzia Fides) – “The community of priests of Shanghai is ready to respond to the Pope’s appeal for the Year of the Priest, with their commitment to spiritual renewal.” These were the words of Bishop Ignatius Jing Lu Xian, 94 year-old Jesuit and Bishop of the Diocese of Shanghai, and his Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Xing, which inspired the priests of the Diocese during the Chrism Mass this past Holy Thursday. All the diocesan priests concelebrated the Eucharist and renewed the promises of their priesthood in front of the assembly, which was formed by seminarians, religious, and faithful all gathered in the Cathedral of Xu Hui. In the homily, Bishop Joseph Xing told the story of Saint John Vianney, known as the “Cure of Ars,” to whom the Holy Father has dedicated this special Year of the Priest, in honor of the 150th anniversary of his death. “This year, we all recalling the 2,000th anniversary of the birth of Saint Paul, and the Pope has declared a Year of the Priest, June 19, 2009 to June 19, 2010,” said Bishop Xing. “The Holy Father has thus wished to focus on the permanent formation of priests, the relationship between priests and Bishops, priests and the faithful, and communion with the Church. Let us take up the Pope’s exhortation, so that our community of priests may be united in service to the faithful and in communion with our Bishop and the Universal Church.”

According to some of the priests present, “Bishop Xing’s homily was not merely preaching, but a call for a new mission: the priests of Shanghai are ready to respond to the Pope’s appeal for the Year of the Priest, with their commitment to spiritual renewal, giving a new image. You will soon see an improved preparation in becoming worthy of the sacred duty as pastors of the flock that Christ has entrusted to us.” As the Bishop said, “we are inspired by the example of Jesus, uniting ourselves more and more to Him.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2009)

Interreligious Dialogue – VATICAN - Message from the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue to Buddhists, for the feast of Vesakh: “Witnessing to a Spirit of Poverty: Christians & Buddhists in Dialogue”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – On the occasion of the feast of Vesakh, the most important of feasts for Buddhists, in which they recall the main events from Buddha's life, the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue – as is customary – has written a congratulations message for the feast, which will be celebrated on April 8 in Japan and Taiwan, May 2 in Korea, and May 8 in all other nations of Buddhist tradition. The theme of the Message is “Witnessing to a Spirit of Poverty: Christians & Buddhists in Dialogue.”

The Message reads: “While renewing our sense of closeness to you, Buddhists, in this period, it becomes clearer and clearer that together we are able not only to contribute, in fidelity to our respective spiritual traditions, to the well-being of our own communities, but also to the human community of the world. We keenly feel the challenge before us all represented, on the one hand, by the ever more extensive phenomenon of poverty in its various forms and, on the other hand, by the unbridled pursuit of material possessions and the pervasive shadow of consumerism.” 

Recalling the teachings of the Holy Father Benedict XVI, the text highlights that “ for a Christian, the poverty to be chosen is that which allows one to tread in the footsteps of Jesus Christ... Such poverty creates in us a willingness to listen to God and to our brothers and sisters, being open to them, and respecting them as individuals.” Likewise, as Pope Benedict XVI noted in his homily on January 1, 2009, “there is a poverty, a deprivation, which God does not desire and which should be fought; a poverty that prevents people and families from living as befits their dignity; a poverty that offends justice and equality and that, as such, threatens peaceful co-existence .” In wealthier societies, there are also various forms of malaise seen in people whose interior lives are disoriented: evidence of marginalization, as well as affective, moral, and spiritual poverty. 

The Message concludes: “Whereas we as Catholics reflect in this way on the meaning of poverty, we are also attentive to your spiritual experience, dear Buddhist friends. We wish to thank you for your inspiring witness of non-attachment and contentment. Monks, nuns, and many lay devotees among you embrace a poverty 'to be chosen' that spiritually nourishes the human heart.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2009)

Evangelisation – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Since its foundation three years ago, the “Mercy Fund” has provided support to over 40 cities, for evangelization efforts

Sao Paulo (Agenzia Fides) – The Mercy Fund has recently celebrated its 3rd anniversary of working in providing material aid to Church communities in their evangelization efforts. Over the course of its existence, the project has offered assistance to countless numbers of Brazilians in building and restoring seminaries, churches, and convents, in maintaining hospitals, rest homes, and day care centers, as well as in purchasing cars and boats for missionary use, as well as distribution of food to the most needy communities. Since it began three years ago, the Mercy Fund has provided support for over 40 cities throughout Brazil. In 2008 alone, they were able to assist: 10 Archdioceses, 18 dioceses, 2 Prelatures, 49 parishes, 23 convents, 3 congregations for consecrated life, 5 charitable foundations, a hospital, 8 day cares, and a cultural association.

The Mercy Fund, founded and run by the Heralds of the Gospel, counts on the generosity of its collaborators and affiliates, informing them of the most urgent needs of the religious institutions, parishes, and entities considered of social interest. Every project is carried out upon the approval of the local religious authority.

“The most recent proposal was for the rest home “Hogar Nuestra Señora de las Mercedes,” run by the Congregation of the Little Sisters of the Poor, in the city of San Cayetano del Sur. This institution takes in a large number of elderly people who have nowhere to turn and in many cases, are without family,” said Fr. Lorezo Ferronatto, EP, one of the Directors of the Mercy Fund. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 22/4/2009)

Evangelisation – ASIA/TAIWAN - “Youth, joy of the diocese and hope of the Church”: Message from the Youth Ministry Director of the Bishops' Commission for Evangelization

Taipei (Agenzia Fides) - “Youth, joy of the diocese and hope of the Church” is the title of the Message from Bishop Thomas Chung, Youth Ministry Director of the Commission for Evangelization of the Regional Bishops' Conference of Taiwan. In his message, he recalled that every Palm Sunday is the Day dedicated to the youth and a strong appeal is made to Catholics and even non-Christians to support this day with initiatives, offering their own contribution. The message says: “This is above all needed in encouraging and educating our youth to participate in the international encounters of the youth, such as World Youth Day and the Asian Youth Day. Secondly, it helps to organize national youth events like the Youth Day of Taiwan.” 

During the annual Spring Assembly of the Regional Bishops' Conference of Taiwan, the Bishops decided to establish Palm Sunday as the Day of the Youth, in harmony with the Universal Church. The proposal was immediately met with support by everyone. Faithful and priests commented that: “Today more than ever, the Church needs youth, just as the youth need the Church. We should help the youth of today to become active leaders in the Church today. A special attention for the needs of the youth is really needed, not only for the future of the youth, but for the future of the Church and the country.” (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 17/4/2009)

WYD – VATICAN - International Encounter for World Youth Day organizers: “WYD is not magic. Preparations should be taken seriously and be placed at the service of evangelization.”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – On April 3-5, Rome hosted an “International Encounter for Youth Ministry Coordinators: Sydney 2008 to Madrid 2011” sponsored by the Pontifical Council for the Laity. It was attended by delegates from 70 countries all across the world and representatives from 34 Church movements and youth associations. The workshop presented an assessment of the WYD 2008 in Sydney and an itinerary for preparations for the upcoming WYD to be held in Madrid in 2011. 

“Youth Ministry is not just an addition to the Church's routine pastoral care, but rather it is its center, at the heart of it all,” said Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, President of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, in giving the Opening Address. “Youth Ministry is a pastoral work that cannot fall into routine or mediocrity. It demands constant conversion of heart and a continual quest to find new ways to preach Christ.” The WYDs have become catalysts in the youth commitment within the Church, carrying out a unique task of orientation, inspiration, and encouragement. Over the years, their has been a remarkable shift among youth worldwide, which reveals the emerging attitudes among the youth who are often not given attention in the media.”

One of the most impressive fruits of the WYD in Sydney has been the increase in vocations, in addition to the fact that it has changed the image of the Catholic Church in Australia, where even non-believers look upon her now with greater respect. This was the assessment made by Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney. The Archbishop also warned of the dangers of being overly optimistic: “WYD is not magic. Preparations should be taken seriously and be placed at the service of evangelization.”

Bishop Anthony Fisher presented the initial results of a study conducted by the committee that organized WYD in Sydney, on the pastoral impact of WYD in Australia. In brief, the researchers found that: 7 out of every 10 participants considered their experience in Sydney as one of the best of their entire life; participants consider it of great importance to share their faith with other young people; the Vigil, the Via Crucis, and the Final Mass were considered the most important moments of the event. Thus, Bishop Fisher presented what are considered the most important fruits of Sydney: conversions, strengthening in the Christian and Catholic identity, renewal of Australia's dioceses, the positive impact on the community of Sydney and Australia. During the encounter, four experiences were presented from pastoral work in the Americas, Africa, Asia, and Europe.

In 2011, the 26th World Youth Day will be hosted by Spain, and the Archbishop of Madrid, Cardinal Antonio M. Rouco Varela, emphasized that Spain differs from Australia in that it is a country in which the Gospel has been preached since its very origins, and that is characterized by a great vitality of faith, where many movements and vocations have been born; and yet, it is a country – like all of those in Europe – in need of renewing its Christian roots. “We should once more preach the Gospel, do out part in the new evangelization, bringing Christ to those places where He is still not known,” Cardinal Rouco said. Other talks addressed the preparations to be made for the 26th WYD, based on the Magisterium of Pope Benedict XVI, and the situation of the youth ministry in Spain. The Committee in charge of planning the event in Madrid was presented and explained some of their initial tasks, especially that of helping youth from poorer nations to be able to participate.

The Secretary for the Pontifical Council for the Laity, Bishop Josef Clemens, presented the Message from Pope Benedict XVI to the Youth for the 24th WYD: “The Holy Father proposes that during these three years, the Christian youth take up an authentic path of formation in preparation for Madrid. And as is evident, there is a certain focus on the three theological virtues: hope, charity, and faith.”

Cardinal Rylko gave the final speech. “What we have experienced during these days has been similar to that of the cenacle on Pentecost: the experience of the young, missionary Church listening to the Holy Spirit. We have heard various testimonies and conferences, but the fundamental voice has been that of the Holy Spirit. What is the Holy Spirit saying at this time in the Church's history? He calls the Church to the ever-same mission of evangelization and evangelization of the younger generations. This is a priority for those of you who find yourselves at the heart of the Church's task of evangelization.” (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

Migration – ASIA/SOUTH KOREA - “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”: Message from the Korean Bishops for World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2009

Seoul (Agenzia Fides) - “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Mt 25:35): this is the title of the Message written by the Korean Bishops for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2009, which will be celebrated April 26. The message was presented to the Commission for Pastoral Care of Migrants and signed by the President of Commission, Bishop Lazzaro You Heung-sik of Daejeon.

The message is an invitation to the Catholic faithful to welcome immigrants and foreigners who come to Korea, mainly in search of employment, looking upon them with love, keeping in mind the commandment that says “love your neighbor as yourself.” The Message is also dedicated to the immigrants, reminding them that their experience is similar to that of Jesus' apostles: “They lived a large part of their lives as foreigners and were constantly helped by their neighbors,” a sign of Divine Providence.

The Bishop recalled the economic and social difficulties that lead people from various Asian nations to go in search of work and a better life in Korea, which is seen as a nation of progress, movement, one that guarantees the welfare of its citizens. The hope is that Koreans will be able to establish a pluralist and multicultural society, where all people can express themselves and be accepted, in spite of the differences in nationalities, cultures, and religions. A sign of this is the multicultural mix of families already living in Korea, which bear witness to the possibility of an exchange and mutual enrichment between nationalities. 

The Message comments that the immigration entering Korea presents various challenges to the Church in the country in terms of material, social, psychological, and spiritual assistance to migrant families, as well as teaching values of sharing and solidarity. The Church should encourage the various sectors of society, including politicians, to make efforts in protecting the dignity and fundamental rights of migrant families. And lastly, from a pastoral point of view, there is a need to focus on the corresponsibility of the migrant family as active subjects of evangelization. Oftentimes, in fact, there are many Catholic families who come to Korea (especially from the Philippines), who can make a contribution to the local communities in renewing the faith and bringing the “new evangelization” to other families. Immigrant families are, therefore, a valuable resource for the local Church. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2009)

Mission – AFRICA/SUDAN - Inauguration of the first Catholic university in South Sudan

Juba (Agenzia Fides) – Yesterday, April 15, St. Mary’s University, the first Catholic university in South Sudan was inaugurated in the capital city of Juba. The ceremony was attended by the Security and Religious Affairs Minister, Maria Kiden Kimbo, of the South Sudan Government. 

St. Mary’s University is the second private university in the capital of South Sudan. Minister Kimbo praised the opening of the new university, which will offer an education to future social workers, a profession that is extremely important in a country with nearly 50,000 handicapped persons. 

Archbishop Paulino Lukudu Loro of Juba will serve as the Vice-Rector of the University. The Archbishop recalled that, according to Church canons, priests should receive a university education, so they can serve all the peoples of the world. Archbishop Lukudu Loro thanked those who had financed the University and rejoiced at the establishment of a second private upper-level institution in Juba. He also made an appeal to benefactors not to abandon the Archdiocese in this initial phase of the university, exhorting the citizens of South Sudan to contribute in making St. Mary’s University the best of its kind.

On March 2, 14 students began courses, in collaboration with the “Our Family” association of the secular institute “Little Apostles of Charity,” which was founded by Blessed Father Luigi Monza. 

The Catholic Church in Sudan has taken up a fundamental role in education in both the North and South, having offered an education to many important political figures in the area. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2009)

Mission – AMERICA/ECUADOR - Success beyond all expectations for Quito archdiocesan Mission Formation School 

Quito (Agenzia Fides) - A School of Mission Formation launched by the archdiocese of Quito, last March 7 (see Fides 11/3/2009), was warmly welcomed by pastoral workers and committed lay Catholics. The initial number of 250 participants grew to 320, beyond all expectations of the organisers who hoped for about 200 registrations.

Considering the demand, the organisers have had to restructure the school which initially had only two premises for meetings, and open a new centre to accommodate all the participants. The meetings are now being held in 3 places as follows: Arcadia parish in southern Quito, 110 students; Villaflora, in the city centre, 100 students; Kennedy parish, centre north Quito, with 110 students. 

The aim of the mission formation school is to “to form mission animators to be truly disciples and missionaries of Jesus, committed to the process of evangelisation undertaken by the universal Church ”, with courses which “combine the theological dimension - biblical, intellectual - spiritual, human - community and pastoral – and the missionary dimension”. The courses are organised in four units. Two units of six meetings and two units of four meetings which are presented on the first Saturday of every month. Moreover during these months of study participants will also take part in practical evangelisation activity. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2009; righe 19, parole 255)

Mission – ASIA/SRI LANKA - Sister Greta Educational Center for deaf children: from a shack to a rehabilitation center

Kelaniya (Agenzia Fides) – At 40 km from the Sri Lankan capital of Colombo, the Education Center for Hearing Impaired Children has been functioning since 1982, serving children who are hard of hearing. The Center came about thanks to Sister Greta Nalawatta, who was given a scholarship by the Director of Social Services in the country, Irvin Basnayake, to study teaching techniques for pre-school children who are hard of hearing, in Japan. Later, upon her return to Kelanyia, the sister (who belonged to the Order of the Sisters of Perpetual Help) began making plans for the center, which would be at the service of the local children. Over the years, the simple shack that had been donated by the small Catholic minority had become a rehabilitation center with the necessary equipment and with a staff of 40. The Center is run by a group of families of various ethnic and religious backgrounds and is supported without state funding and with many donations from foreign benefactors. In Sri Lanka, the Catholic community is formed by 1 million, 400 thousand people (7%) of the 20 million inhabitants of the Sinhalese and Tamil (survivors of the bloody civil war). Thus, the Sister Greta Center has received attention from the public and from among Buddhists not only for its noteworthy pedagogical results, but also for its example of coexistence and respect for diversities. (AM) (Agenzia Fides 15/4/2009)

Mission – OCEANIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA - The mission goes hand-in-hand with the commitment to education

Port Moresby (Agenzia Fides) – The mission of the Church in Papua New Guinea is largely played out in its service in the area of education. This is what Fr. Lino Pedercini, PIME Missionary in Papua New Guinea since 1990, said in describing the situation of the Catholic missions, religious orders, dioceses, and academic institutions on every level. There are three kinds of schools in the country: the government-run (public) schools, those under the patronage of the Catholic Church, and those run by Protestant Churches. The schools run by the Churches make a fundamental contribution to society and the country, especially in forming the new generations.

In his past 20 years spent in Papua, Fr. Lino has been working on the Island of Kiriwina and in Normanbay. He has helped to start various schools, churches, and social projects such as wells for drinking-water. In Normanbay, as well, which is a mountainous area, he previously lived on the coast and helped build schools, churches, an oratory with a chapel and meeting rooms, and five wells with a manual pump. The schools begun by the missionary are now attended by nearly 3,000 children.

The missionaries' work, he says, is sometimes a fatigue as “there are no roads and the means of travel are limited to mountain passes and waterways.” The indigenous people living in the area are extremely poor and live off their crops and small agricultural trade consisting of coconuts and betels from their property. Given the social and economic conditions of the families, the children do not receive an education and the missions often go to meet this need. Catholic schools offer thousands of children the opportunity of receiving grammar school education, as well as upper level education to many. “Usually about 30% of the alumni go on to higher education,” and this is definitely a sign of success. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 21/4/2009)

Continental Mission – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Themes for the Plenary Assembly begun on April 23: structural adjustments of the Conference, launching of the Continental Mission, and analysis of the country's situation

Cochabamba (Agenzia Fides) – The Bishops of Bolivia began their 87th Plenary Assembly yesterday, April 23, with an opening address from Cardinal Julio Terrazas, President of the Bishops' Conference.

The Cardinal began his address by recalling the recent events “that have not only marked the life of our people, but also of the Church. They are events with both positive and negative aspects, some of which are disturbing, as is the case of the events of recent days, which present new challenges to the country and the evangelizing mission of the Church.”

They are events that the Cardinal himself has lived personally in his health difficulties and the many attacks he has received in recent months, including the recent attack on his home (see Fides 16/4/2009).

“Having said this, I must also comment the gestures and expressions of solidarity that I have received from you all and from so many other people and institutions. These have reminded me of the Lord's comforting presence.” 

Among the goals that have been proposed by the Bishops for their Assembly, the Cardinal began by recalling “the structural adjustments within our Conference, so that we can better respond to the new challenges being presented by our current culture. In this manner, our services will reflect the apostolic concern of the Church, lived in communion and corresponsibility.” Secondly, there is the task of finalizing the details for the launching of the Permanent Mission. “With the theme: 'Bolivia listens, learns, and announces!' the mission should reach out to every corner of the country,” the Prelate said. “Being missionaries here and now means bearing witness to our faith in the One Lord Jesus Christ, with the firm conviction that no one can take God out of our hearts, out of our lives or out of the lives of our people.” Lastly, the Bishops will seek to “observe the entire situation of the country in which we have been given the task of building the Lord's Kingdom.”

According to the Cardinal, in the midst of these situations, “the profound yearnings of our people, for peace through dialogue and understanding, emerge.” However, these desires must confront the recent events that have caused disturbance among the public. “No one in Bolivia can condone open corruption, the disproportionate increase of the commercialization of drugs and events derived from organized terrorism.” He then makes a appeal to common sense, objectivity, and transparency for clarifying the facts and taking appropriate measures with laws “for the good of the people and to remove any suspicions or doubts that lead to more tension and division.”

The Cardinal concluded his message by entrusting “all the work we will be doing during these days to the first disciple and missionary of Jesus, the Blessed Virgin Mary.”

During the celebration of the 87th Plenary Assembly, on April 26, there will be a launching of the Permanent Mission in Bolivia, in the city of Cochabamba, in the presence of all the Bishops, representatives, and delegates from all the Church jurisdictions. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 24/4/2009)

Easter – AMERICA/ARGENTINA - Easter Pastoral Letter from Bishops of Patagonia: “New life in the Risen Christ has the strength and creativity needed to face modern crises.”

Patagonia (Agenzia Fides) – The Bishops of the region of Patagonia (Dioceses of Comodoro Rivadavia, Viedma, San Carlos de Bariloche, Neuquén, Alto Valle del Río Negro, and Río Gallegos) are asking their faithful this Easter “to renew their vocation as a community that believes in life and that offers something new each day.”

In their Letter for Easter, the Bishops denounce the grave crisis “that goes against the thirst for respect that every human heart experiences as a result of their dignity.” In the region of Patagonia, “the crisis is worsening the situation of poverty and many are being left to their own devices, without protection, with all that this implies.”

“At this time in our history, in which exclusion and meaninglessness of life abound, many fears arise that do not help in the quest for finding solutions to our problems.” Among these “fears,” the Bishops mention: the sense felt by many that they have no place in society; the seemingly impossible dream of having one's own home, a decent house to live in; the existence of so many addictions, which are many times an intent to escape the reality of our society; salaries that do not make ends meet in the daily life of a working family; violence, so widespread on all levels that it seems to be the only means of achieving anything. 

However, in the face of so many fears and anxieties the Prelates remind the faithful of the words of the Gospel: “Do not be afraid,” because “new life in the Risen Christ allows us to overcome fear through love that is born of faith” and “it bears in itself the strength and creativity needed to face modern crises.”

The Bishops conclude with an appeal to all the faithful to uproot all selfishness, indifference, individualism, and all ambitions for wealth and power; give greater importance to the real presence of Christ, who is alive and has risen, in the Eucharist; stand by those who suffer, as the Church must reach out to others, to the least important of society; work with courage against the deeper causes of suffering a fear in our brothers and sisters. “In this manner, we will not be accomplices with our silence or indifference in a situation in which many are marginalized and excluded from or deprived of the true life that God wishes to bestow on all His children.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

Easter – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Bishops' appeal for Holy Week: “May the virtues that we reaffirm during these days shine in spite of confrontation, division, intolerance, and infringements on human dignity.”

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) - “May the virtues of hope, reconciliation, unconditional surrender, service to others, and fullness of life in Christ, which we reaffirm in these days, along with social advances...shine in spite of confrontation, division, intolerance, and infringements on human dignity that threaten the family in Bolivia.” This is the appeal being made by the Bolivian Bishops' Conference this Holy Week 2009, in a statement on the importance of Christian values today. 

The Bishops mention that Holy Week is “a privileged opportunity for deepening in the meaning of our faith and better serving our brothers and our country.” It is also a time “that allows us to relive the mystery of the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, events with messages that can always speak to our personal, family, and community life.”

They also recall that Holy Week is a call “to a coherent life.” “Believers are called to exercise their freedom and discernment in every event of their life.” They also remind the faithful that “Jesus did not come to change laws, but to give them fullness in love. “The democratic system and the state of right of a nation should guarantee the full use of fundamental rights and freedoms for individuals and social groups, and cannot be manipulated by particular visions in detriment to the common good.”

“The way of the Cross leads to life,” the message says. Thus, during this time “all the baptized are invited to place ourselves at the foot of the Cross, to receive the life that Jesus gives us and to respect, promote and cherish this gift.” Thus, “infringements on human dignity, fratricide, social insecurity, drug trafficking, murder, and all violence that leads to death is a grave offense to God, who loves life.” The message concludes with a call to reconciliation with the Lord, “showing sincere attitudes of listening to the other, understanding, dialogue, and mutual trust.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 6/4/2009)

Easter – ASIA/CHINA - Easter in Chinese Catholic communities with the administration of the Sacraments of Christian Initiation; 5 priests ordained in Feng Xiang

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – According to information sent to Agenzia Fides, Chinese Catholics lived Easter in a sign of communion with the Holy Father and the Universal Church, joyfully witnessing the fruits of evangelization. In fact, many parishes celebrated Easter with the administration of the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. We offer several initial statistics on the Sacraments of Christian Initiation administered (a total of 844) and the participation in the celebrations of the Paschal Triduum. 

In the province of Zhe Jiang, 189 catechumens of the parish of Long Gang, of the Diocese of Wen Zhou, were baptized and 157 received Confirmation. Over 5,000 faithful participated in the ritual on Holy Thursday, 3,000 on both Good Friday and Holy Saturday. On Easter Sunday, there were over 7,000 Easter eggs distributed. 

In the Province of Shan Xi, the parish of Xiang Yang, in the district of Yuan Ping, the parish of Yang Jia Pu, the parish of Nan She, and the parish of Liu He of the Diocese of Tai Yuan celebrated the baptism of 149 faithful; 91 catechumens of the parish of Zhao Cheng of the Diocese of Lin Fen were baptized. 

In the province of Shan Dong, 4 faithful of the parish of Chen Jia Lou of the Diocese of Ji Nan received the Sacraments of Christian Initiation and 5 catechumens of the parish of Zi Chuan of the Diocese of Zhou Cun were baptized.

In the Province of He Bei, the parish of Wu Qiang of the Diocese of Heng Shui baptized 8 catechumens. The Cathedral baptized 36 catechumens. 280 catechumens from various Ecclesial Base Communities were received into the Church at the parish of Wu An, marking a record in comparison with recent years.

In the Province of He Nan, 18 catechumens were baptized at the parish of Gong Ming Lu, of the Diocese of Zheng Zhou. The 89 year-old parish priest, Fr. Zhang Jin Kui, even knelt down as he washed the feet of 12 of the faithful in the Holy Thursday Mass. 

In the Province of Shaani Xi, 13 catechumens were baptized in the parish of Nan Guan, in the city of Bao Ji. Bishop Li Jing Feng of the Diocese of Feng Xiang ordained 5 priests in the Easter celebration, in the presence of over 2,000 faithful and 20 religious sisters. The Mass was concelebrated by 17 priests. In the parish of Xing Ping, 15 adults were baptized. A construction company with 90% of its workers being Catholic immigrants, had 3 days of vacations to allow workers the chance to participate in the Paschal Triduum celebrations. 

In the Province of Gan Su, 5 catechumens of the parish of Wu Wei were baptized in the presence of over 1,000 faithful. The parish of Wei Nan, in the Diocese of Tian Shui, had 30 catechuments baptized. In the province of Hu Nan, 17 catechumens of the parish of Li Xian in the Diocese of Li Shou were baptized.

In the Province of Si Chuan, 72 catechumens of the parish of Nan Chong received baptism. The Church also welcomed many faithful from the earthquake zone and the rural areas, where there are no priests in residence. 

In the Province of Jiang Xi, 3 catechumens of the parish of Shi Cheng were baptized. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 15/4/2009)

Easter – AMERICA/UNITED STATES - Thousands entering the Catholic Church this Easter, from all across the country

Washington (Agenzia Fides) – According to statistics provided by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, during 2009, nearly 150,000 people will be entering the Catholic Church. This number includes both the catechumens, who will receive the Sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and the Holy Eucharist) and Christians who will enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. The majority of them will do so during the Easter Vigil celebrated on April 11 in parishes throughout the country. The various parishes are preparing for the Easter Liturgy which is filled with symbolism and that will welcome the neophites (“newly baptized”) and those entering into full communion, to their new community of faith and the entire Church, from darkness into light.

In several cases, the numbers show growth and vitality in the Catholic Church in areas in which it had previously been a minority. For example, the Archdiocese of Atlanta estimates that 513 catechumens and 2,195 candidates will join the ranks of the Archdiocese in 2009. About 1,800 of them will do so at Easter. These numbers do not include infant baptisms, which are recorded separately. Catechumens are people who have never been baptized. Candidates are those who have received baptism in another Christian community and are seeking full communion with the Catholic Church. 

"The Archdiocese of Atlanta is in a part of the country with a large non-Catholic population, and has been blessed with an authentic dynamism during recent years, which is perhaps best expressed in our annual Eucharistic Congress, which draws some 30,000 participants. One of the many blessings that we have received from the Lord is the large number of individuals entering the Church," said Father Theodore Book, director of the Office of Divine Worship for the Atlanta Archdiocese.

On the opposite side of the country the Archdiocese of Seattle will welcome 736 catechumens and 506 candidates for a total of 1,242 new members; and the Diocese of San Diego will baptize 305 new members and welcome 920 other baptized Christians adding a total of 1,225 to its ranks. Cincinnati will welcome a total of 1,130 new members. The Diocese of Birmingham, in a mainly rural area, will welcome a total of 445.

Heidi Sierras, of California, will be representing the people of North America at the Easter Vigil in St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, and will be baptized by Pope Benedict XVI. 

Nationwide, the 2008 Official Catholic Directory lists 49,415 adult baptisms and 87,363 people coming into full communion in 2007. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/4/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies – VATICAN - “The identity of the lay catechist in the evangelization of peoples” Congress at the Urbaniana, for 30th anniversary of Saint Joseph Missionary College

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The figure of the lay catechist in the ad gentes mission is at the center of the Congress that was organized by the Saint Joseph Missionary College in Rome, at the Pontifical University Urbaniana, April 28-29. Father Sante Bisignano, OMI, Rector, in his opening address recalled the fact that “the College celebrates its 30th anniversary of foundation this year. It was an initiative of Cardinal Agnelo Rossi, Prefect of Propaganda Fide, and by the Secretary of the Dicastery, then Archbishop Simon Lourdusamy, who in response to the Conciliar Decree Ad Gentes, established the Mater Ecclesiae College on September 9, 1979, with see in Castel Gandolfo, in order to prepare qualified catechists from missionary lands.”

Recently transferred to the Urbaniana University under a new name, the College continues to welcome young men and women from across the world, offering them a doctrinal preparation on an academic level, obtaining university titles. The Rector continued: “The objective of the Congress is precisely that of narrating the need the missionary Church has of the lay person and the lay catechists, through the experience of these last three years with the youth of the College, and to recall the historical events of the Church and see future challenges.”

In presenting the history of lay evangelizers in the life of the Church, Father Alberto Trevisiol highlighted that “catechists have always been at the fundamental heart of the mission.” The Dean of the Missiology Department explained: “From the dawn of Christianity, the Gospel was spread throughout the Greek and Roman world, especially through the testimony of what the Didache calls 'itinerant missionaries,' simple believers that not only felt called by Christ, but also invited by Him to preach the Word in the world. Once the migration patterns in Europe ended with the fall of the Roman Empire, the lay catechists, beginning with Clement the Roman, became mediators between the kerigma and the culture at the time and managed to give a soul to European society. They influence the mentality and lifestyle mainly through the medieval 'scholae'.” The modern age, with its phenomena of the great travels to countries far from the country of origin, has shown the need for local lay collaborators.

Father Trevisiol continued: “The model of Saint Francis Xavier is an example to be followed even to this day. In his letters, the Jesuit missionary tells of the incredible efforts he made in preaching the Gospel to all people and he depended on local converts for making himself understood. Thus, his collaborators helped communicate the Word in the local language, serving as cultural go-betweens and authentic ministers of the Word. The model, in fact, even today shows the essence of the missionary catechist.”

Developing on this theme, Archbishop Piergiuseppe Vacchelli (Secretary Adjunct of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and President of the Pontifical Mission Societies) pointed out the great importance of educators and lay ministers for the pastoral needs of communities which would otherwise remain in isolation or with difficult access. “This situation is common to the Churches in Asia, Africa, and in the Christian communities dispersed on the thousands of islands of Oceania. It is no mere coincidence that the most recent statistics tell us that in 2008, the number of catechists increased by 36,000, the majority in Asia (28,000) and Africa (5,000). Even with an increase in local clergy, without the work of the catechists, it would be impossible to guarantee minimum pastoral care for small ethnic and linguistic groups. Moreover, while they are fundamental in the primary evangelization of non-Christians by virtue of their presence in the same environment and social fabric, today their evangelizing action is completely irreplaceable, especially in those countries where Christianity is difficult to practice or even prohibited. There, the evangelization activity of the laity and the catechist is at times the only possibility.”

Archbishop Vacchelli recalled the commitment of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples in supporting formation centers on a diocesan and national level, providing scholarships and economic funding for “full time” catechists. He added: “There is a growing demand from missionary dioceses to form and employ more catechists and trainers for local catechists. This should drive us to invest more resources, update our methods of formation, motivate the laity to participate.”

The second part of the program on April 28 was dedicated to testimonies from alumni of Saint Joseph College and concluded with the presentation of the “Letter from catechists to catechists,” in which the students of the College encourage others to “follow in Christ's footsteps with the apostolic passion of Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles.” (AM) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2009)

Pontifical Mission Societies  – VATICAN - Final day of the Congress organized by the Saint Joseph Missionary College: “The identity and role of the lay catechist in the Church, communion and mission.”

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – The second and final day of workshops promoted by the Saint Joseph Missionary College in the Aula Magna of the Pontifical University Urbaniana was dedicated to the identity of the lay catechist in a theological and pedagogical perspective. On the morning of April 29, the opening point was the Conciliar Decree Lumen Gentium, which Professor Sandra Mazzolini of the Missiology Department explained “qualifies the Church as a mystery of communion, sacrament, and people of God. This is the ecclesiological horizon from whence the foundations of the identity and role of the catechist derive,” she said. “In the Gospel of Luke, the title of apostle is used in a nearly exclusive sense in reference to the Twelve, while in St. Paul's preaching it is used to describe an idea of the apostle that differs in part from that of Luke and is closer to the model of the prophetic vocation and centered on the preaching of the Gospel. The II Vatican Council gave complete centrality to this model through the value of the common priesthood of all the Baptized, which implies a circular communication of all spiritual goods. Thus, we can understand how apostolate is essentially linked to the foundation and growth of every new community of believers in Christ.” The specific formation of the catechists was the subject of the talk given by Prof. Silvestro Paluzzi, professor of psychology in the Superior Institute for Catechesis and Missionary Spirituality. He mentioned that “the catechist should enter on a path of continual conversion and constant renewal, for a more efficient mission among all people, conforming oneself to Christ in one's being and action, not only learning notions, but make a decision to live for Christ and imitate Him.” He continued: “The formation also includes fundamental elements of psychology (structure of personality, religious psychology, and others). However psychology alone is not enough in offering a truly integral perspective of the person. What is needed is an interdisciplinary synthesis (far from all syncretism) between human sciences and metapsychologies and the recuperation of that complex union of spirit and psyche, life and faith.” Prof. Luca Pandolfi, Director of the Center for Social Communications at the Urbaniana, opened the second part of the talks dedicated to the mass media and the new technologies for catechesis. The students of the university also collaborated in a multimedia presentation on “The 7 Steps of the Road to Emmaus,” metaphorical representation of what means of communication are at the heart of Christian witness (silence, listening, preaching, prophecy). Prof. Pandolfi continued his speech: “The human body in its integrity and complexity is at the heart of the communicational process.” Colombian catechist Yolanda Valero Cardenas highlighted the growing influence of the communication media and the Internet in the experience of faith. “One of the sure tasks of catechesis is education in community life, which is based on the vital relations between persons and groups, to walk together on a path of interaction and communion. While it is true that cyberspace cannot substitute an authentically interpersonal community and the direct announcement of the Gospel, it is also true that it can be a compliment in helping people to more fully life their faith. If Christ has become incarnate in our history and has spoken our language, then no catechist should hesitate in using the new forms of media to address their audiences. Of course, they should be used with wisdom and prudence, as the Church's Magisterium councils.” In the afternoon, Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, presided the liturgy of the Word in the Chapel of the Urbaniana and presented the Missionary Mandate to the catechists of Saint Joseph's College, which celebrates its 30th anniversary. He asked that they “deepen in their faith by listening to and meditating on the Word and in collaborating in the common search to find better ways for the inculturation of the Gospel.” (AM) (Agenzia Fides 30/4/2009)

Prayer – AFRICA/SOUTH AFRICA - “Place the Eucharist at the center of your faith life” Archbishop of Johannesburg tells the faithful

Johannesburg (Agenzia Fides) – Archbishop Buti Tlhagale of Johannesburg, President of the SACBC (Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference) made a powerful appeal calling for the Eucharist to be placed at the center of faith life, in his homily on Holy Thursday. A copy of the homily was sent to Agenzia Fides.

“Pope John Paul declared the year 2005, the Year of the Eucharist,” Archbishop Tlhagale mentioned. “At the conclusion of that year, he canonized five saints distinguished for their Eucharistic piety. He also issued the Apostolic Letter Mane Nobiscum Domine and an Encyclical on The Mystery and Worship of The Holy Eucharist (2005). Pope Benedict continued on the same theme with his Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, The Sacrament of Charity (Sacramentum Caritatis). The Congregation of Divine Worship issued an Instruction on The Sacrament of Redemption (2004).”

“The Year of the Eucharist has come and gone, and yet (as a diocese) we can hardly boast of a good grasp of these documents and the teaching they contain,” the Archbishop of Johannesburg affirmed, asking that priests place these documents within the reach of their parishioners and that they help translate them into vernacular languages where necessary. “This is one way of reawakening and increasing Eucharistic faith. This is the supreme treasure of the Catholic Church,” Archbishop Tlhagale recalled, because “the Eucharist gives Catholics their unique identity. The non-celebration of the Eucharist because of the shortage of priests weakens this Catholic identity.” 

“The priest and the deacon have a close relationship with the Eucharist. The Eucharist, says John Paul, ‘is the principal and central raison d’etre of the Sacrament of the Priesthood.’ The people of God expect from priests a particular veneration and Eucharistic piety.”

In addition to the importance of receiving the Eucharist, the Archbishop of Johannesburg reaffirmed the need for Eucharistic Adoration, as it is “an act of witnessing when one sees many gathered in silence before the Lord. Eucharistic Adoration should become part and parcel of our way of being Church. Many have said that Eucharistic Adoration promotes vocations to the priesthood and to religious life. Children, youth and adults should be taught and encouraged to appreciate the beauty of silence in the presence of Jesus Christ.”

Archbishop Tlhagale also observed that “our attitude, external behaviour, our gestures, our bodily movements reveal our faith, or, our lack of faith in the invisible presence of God, in the ‘real presence’ of Christ in the Eucharist, in the Consecrated Hosts in the tabernacle.”

The Archbishop of Johannesburg then listed several observations that show a lack of faith in the Eucharist: “Many enter the church and do not make the sign of the cross with holy water. Many no longer genuflect, not even a bow that acknowledges the presence of Christ in the tabernacle. Altar rails that have been dismantled, thus we no longer kneel when receiving the ‘Body of Christ’. Our churches are like a market place before and after Mass partly because we have moved the tabernacle to a separate room, or simply because we have lost the sense of the presence of the Holy. We have abandoned silence and a prayerful atmosphere in the church. Where possible, we need to restore the centrality of the tabernacle. We need to recover the culture and practice of genuflecting and of silence. Church law requires us to fast for an hour before the Eucharist. The chewing of gum during Mass is simply distasteful.”

In order to remedy the situation, the Archbishop of Johannesburg invites each and every parish to begin Eucharistic Adoration, that it be the theme of the Archdiocese for the next three years in order for a Eucharistic movement to emerge, and a return to the processions of Corpus Christi, “in order to give public witness to our faith.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2009)

Prayer – EUROPE/POLAND - Czestochowa's Major Seminary launches Apostolate of Prayer for Vocations on Holy Thursday

Czestochowa (Agenzia Fides) – This part Holy Thursday (April 9), Archbishop Stanislaw Nowak of Czestochowa officially launched the Pastoral Ministry for Vocations in the Archdiocese of Czestochowa. “We should pray for vocations to the priesthood and religious life in our Archdiocese. We should all be concerned for vocations,” the Archbishop told the priests present at the Holy Family of Nazareth Cathedral in Czestochowa for the Chrism Mass. On Holy Thursday, the day on which the Church commemorates the institution of the Eucharist and the priesthood, the Archbishop officially launched the Apostolate of Prayer for Vocations at the Major Seminary of the Archdiocese of Czestochowa and at the Association of Friends of the Major Seminary. Priests, religious, and families of the Archdiocese are invited to take part in the Apostolate. 

The initiative of the Apostolate of Prayer for Vocations is also being supported by the Catholic weekly Niedzela. “With our Apostolate, we hope to ask all the faithful to pray for vocations and for our Major Seminary,” Fr. Andrzej Przybylski, Rector of the Major Seminary, told Fides. “With this initiative, we hope to create 'a Seminary in the diaspora,' that is, reach out each day to the youth who feel the call of a vocation. 'The Seminary in the diaspora' also refers to the prayer of families for vocations and the presence of the seminarians among the young people.” (MF/SL) (Agenzia Fides 15/4/2009)

Solidarity – AFRICA/ZIMBABWE - “We are doing all we can to help the people of Zimbabwe, but funds are lacking,” Caritas says

Harare (Agenzia Fides) - Caritas humanitarian operations in Zimbabwe are under threat due to a lack of funding that could put tens of thousands of people at risk. This is what was expressed in an alert from Caritas International in a statement sent to Agenzia Fides.

Zimbabwe is in the middle of a severe humanitarian crisis with half of the population reliant on food aid, the economy, healthcare, education systems collapsed, and cholera epidemic.

Caritas Internationalis launched an appeal for $7 million in January to help a quarter of a million people avoid starvation, provide health care, and clean water to 16,000 homes. 

Only 50 percent of the appeal has been met so far. Due to the lack of funding, Caritas Zimbabwe has only been able to place food orders for two months.

Caritas Zimbabwe Director Cornelius Hamadziripi said, “Zimbabweans face hunger and disease. They urgently need more resources to ensure they receive food over the next six months. They are the innocent victims of the collapse of Zimbabwe. The world cannot abandon us as we face this tragedy.” 

The gap in funding comes just as optimism is beginning to be felt in Zimbabwe. The catalyst is a power-sharing deal between President Robert Mugabe and his Zanu-PF party and Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai and his MDC (Movement for Democratic Change) party.

Mr. Hamadziripi said, “Before, one crisis followed another crisis, leaving people with no breathing space. The new deal addresses some of the political challenges that we face and we hope people support the agreement inside and outside Zimbabwe.”

The Caritas appeal would provide monthly food rations for 164,212 people to prevent them suffering from malnutrition and death. Children die the quickest from hunger. Caritas will provide 88,841 children at school with a daily midday meal. 

In addition, to improve self-sufficiency in feeding the population, 4,607 homes will receive training in farming, from Caritas, to improve their own ability to grow crops. 

Health centres will be given supplementary feeding along with essential drugs. Caritas will provide basic health care for 5000 people. 

To fight the spread of cholera, Caritas staff will rehabilitate water points, build toilets, distribute aqua tablets and promote education on cholera prevention. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2009)

Solidarity – ASIA/CHINA - Chinese Catholics in the earthquake zone of Sichuan are praying from inside their tents for the victims, survivors, and aid workers of the Abruzzo earthquake; Chinese living in Italy also encouraged to be generous “because Italy is our second home”

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Jinde Charities, the Chinese Catholic charity association has informed Agenzia Fides that Chinese Catholics, especially those in the area that suffered the terrible earthquake in May 2008, join the Holy Father and the Universal Church in praying for the victims, survivors, and rescue workers affected by the earthquake that struck the Abruzzo region in Italy. They have also composed a special prayer, inviting all people to join in prayer as the great family of God. This gesture takes on special meaning in light of the Paschal Mystery. On the Faith Website (www.chinacatholic.org) and that of Jinde Charities, ample news is being provided on the earthquake in Italy, with the same degree of coverage that was given the Wen Chuan earthquake in Si Chuan, which took place on May 12, 2008.

A statement on the site says: “we call upon the consolation of the Holy Spirit, that He may heal their wounds and give them the strength and grace they need to face this tragedy, with the help of all men of good will, so that they may trust in God in rebuilding their homes.”

One Jinde Charities volunteer commented: “We are united to all those who are suffering from this event, especially in the most difficult and dramatic moments. We feel united in prayer, in suffering, and in pain. We cannot forget the prayers and aid that our Italian friends offered us when we found ourselves in difficulty. There is a Chinese proverb that says that one drop of goodness should be repaid with an eternal fountain.” In the make-shift chapel that has been prepared in one of the tents in the earthquake zone of Si Chuan (where many of the victims of the May 2008 quake are still living), the Jinde Charities volunteers have been praying and saying the Rosary for the victims of the earthquake in Italy and for all the poor and suffering, in this moment of difficulty.

The President of Jinde Charities, Bishop Feng Xin Mao of Jing Xian, has sent a message to the President of Caritas of Italy, expressing their solidarity with the Italian people and expressing their great admiration and support for the rescue workers: “we pray for all the people affected and we hope that through everyone's collaboration they may overcome the present difficulties and be able to rebuild their homes soon.” 

The Chinese community in Italy has taken immediate action, as is reported on the site “Tempo Europa China,” the main media agency for the Chinese living in Italy, with a website and newspaper in Chinese. “Italy is our second home. The peace, security, and prosperity of the Italian Republic are also important to us. We are united...We launch an appeal to all Chinese people living in Italy, to be generous in offering a donation...It is also an opportunity to participate in the society that has welcomed us.” Within 12 hours of the earthquake, the Chinese community in Prato had already presented the first donation of 27,000 Euros to the Government of Prato. (NZ) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

Solidarity – EUROPE/ITALY - Italian Bishops' Conference expresses its closeness to the earthquake victims; Caritas Italy working to coordinate aid effort

Rome (Agenzia Fides) – Immediately following the destructive earthquake that took place during the night of Sunday, April 5 to Monday, April 6 in various parts of Abruzzo, causing at least 150 deaths and 1,500 wounded, and leaving thousands homeless, the Italian Bishops' Conference issued the following statement: “Dismayed by the catastrophe of the earthquake that struck L'Aquila and other parts of the Abruzzo area, we wish to express our closeness to the population affected by this dramatic event. While we join in prayer for all the victims, we ask that the parishes, religious institutes, and lay groups contribute to helping the thousands of people being forced to live in difficult conditions. We hope that the generosity of many can bring relief to the physical pain and moral suffering of those who, in a matter of seconds, have witnessed the destruction of what was built with the sacrifices and efforts of a lifetime. With Easter now approaching, may the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Christ be a sign of hope and a source of charity for all.” 

Following the earthquake which struck the Abruzzo region, the coordination of the rescue efforts carried out by the different Caritas which had offered their help both from Italy and from abroad was promptly taken up by Caritas Italy. Caritas Italy, working in close collaboration with the regional delegate, with the directors of the diocesan Caritas of Abruzzo-Molise and with local bishops, is trying to assist people through prayers and material support, thus assessing, in this first phase, the needs of the local communities hit by the quake, in order to plan suitable interventions. To support the ongoing relief efforts (reason for payment “Terremoto Abruzzo” –Earthquake in Abruzzo), donations can be made to Caritas Italia through a bank transfer to the account number 347013 or via UNICREDIT BANCA DI ROMA S.P.A. IBAN IT38 K03002 05206 000401120727. (SL) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

Violence – AFRICA/CONGO DR - Pallottine missionary wounded in North Kivu, province in eastern Congo marked by tensions and violence for months

Kinshasa (Agenzia Fides) – A Pallottine missionary of Polish origin, Fr. Kontor Wieslaw (SAC), was wounded in an ambush in North Kivu, in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The event occurred on March 27. Sources from the Pallottine missionaries gave the following description of what happened to Agenzia Fides: “On the afternoon of March 27, Fr. Wieslaw was returning by car to Rutshuru, from a meeting in Ntamugenga, when three armed men tried to stop him on the road. The missionary accelerated, by the attackers fired, hitting one of the car's tires. Fr. Wieslaw was forced to stop the car, while the attackers continued to fire. The missionary was struck by three bullets, two in the legs and another in his torso. The attack occurred not far from the center of town and Fr. Wieslaw was immediately attended. He recovered in the hospital in Rutshuru and after an operation, on March 30 the doctors said he was out of danger.”

For now, the missionary's assailants' identifications are unknown. “Fr. Wieslaw has been carrying out his mission for over 20 years in the area, where he is parish priest of the Church of Saint Aloys in Rutshuru. He is very esteemed by everyone for his work in evangelization, pastoral care, and human promotion,” Fides' sources commented.

Fr. Wieslaw was visited by Bishop Faustin Ngabu of Goma, as well as by local civil and military authorities.

Rutshuru is a town at 75 kilometers north of Goma, the capital of North Kivu. This Congolese province has been suffering a civil war for months, which is being led by the National Congress for the Defense of the People (CNDP_, which recently signed a peace accord with the central government. In late 2008, some of the fiercest attacks took place in Rutshuru.

Between January and February, North Kivu was the center for the joint military operation being carried out by the Congolese and Rwandan Army against the Rwandan Hutus who took refuge in eastern Congo 15 years ago. The local population has bitterly suffered from instability in the area. A delegation of 7 Bishops from Congo went in mid-March to North Kivu, to bring solidarity to the local people. On March 19, a week before his injury, Fr. Wieslaw welcomed them in his parish, where they celebrated Mass. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2009)

Violence – AMERICA/BOLIVIA - Unanimous denouncing of the attack on the home of Cardinal Terrazas, which “reflects an attitude of intolerance and violence that goes against the principals of democratic coexistence”

La Paz (Agenzia Fides) – “The Catholic Church will continue carrying out her work as evangelizer and prophet, rejecting all forms of violence and upholding human and Christian values and principles that strengthen a constitutional state, and pacific coexistence among Bolivians.” This is what is contained in a statement issued by the Bolivian Bishops’ Conference, following the attack made yesterday on the home of Cardinal Julio Terrazas, Archbishop of Santa Cruz (Bolivia) and President of the Bishops’ Conference. The attack took place at around 12:30 am local time, with a bomb that had been placed outside the main entrance of the house and destroyed part of the entrance of the Prelate’s home. When the bomb went off, neighbors in the area were frightened and several had their windows shattered by the impact. Inside the house, there were only two young people and a woman, who suffered no personal injuries. Cardinal Terrazas was not there at the time, as he was taking some days of rest in his hometown.

The Bishops commented: “This event reflects an attitude of intolerance and violence that goes against the principals of democratic coexistence in our country. Violence is never an acceptable means and does not resolve problems in human relationships. Moreover, it is rejected by God.” The Bishops ask local and national authorities to make every effort in investigating, “to discover those guilty of this crime and find the motives that led to its being committed.”

They also consider that “an attack on the Cardinal’s home is also an attack on his person, his dignity, and his role as leader of the Catholic Church in Bolivia, and thus, it is an attack on the Catholic Church itself.” Thus, they express their closeness and solidarity with Cardinal Julio and his collaborators, and assure of their prayers. 

The Archbishop of Santa Cruz also issued a statement rejecting and expressing his regret for this “vile attack.” “We firmly condemn this violent act that, like all forms of violence, goes against the dignity and rights of people, even more so in the case of His Eminence, the Cardinal, who represents the entire Catholic Church in Bolivia,” the statement concludes.

Archbishop Tito Solari Cappellari of Cochabamba also denounced and condemned the attack, considering it an act that “will deepen divisions among Bolivians.” Showing his closeness and solidarity with the Cardinal, he affirmed that this trial “makes us participate in the suffering of Good Friday, but it also gives us strength with the hope of Easter.” He also recalled that the Church’s vocation is to announce the truth of Jesus Christ and it “will not be confused or silenced by acts of violence.” “Let us encourage everyone towards unity, the courage of testimony, and maintaining serenity, Archbishop Tito concluded. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 16/4/2009)

Violence – ASIA/INDIA - Persecuted Christians in India “lift their gaze to Jesus crucified,” says Archbishop Emeritus of Bangalore

Bangalore (Agenzia Fides) – Look at Jesus crucified, to find strength and consolation in your life, in the midst of difficulties...This was the message of Archbishop Emeritus Ignatius Pinto of Bangalore, to all the faithful in India who are victims of violence and persecution.

The Archbishop gave a talk in a recent encounter organized in Bangalore by the Global Council of Indian Christians (GCIC), an ecumenical group that includes faithful from India, of all churches. The encounter was spent reflecting on the persecution taking place today in India, affecting those who believe in Christ. The encounter was attended by Bishops, religious, and lay faithful from all over the country.

Archbishop Pinto expressed his “bitterness and concern” for the events that are scaring the country, in which many citizens suffer attacks, discrimination, and humiliation, just because of their faith.

The Prelate recalled the recent events in Orissa, affirming that innocent Christians were victims of the senseless attacks, from which they continue to suffer effects to this day.

In denying the false accusation – frequently used by Hindu fundamentalist groups – regarding Christians trying to convert Hindus, the Archbishop recalled that “any reference to forced conversions is not plausible, as conversion is a free act of the heart of each person. It is the work of God, not man.”

Addressing the Christians present, many of whom have first-hand experience of the violence, the Archbishop said: “As persecuted, we are called to pray for our persecutors and remain steadfast in the faith, thanks to the Holy Spirit, gift of God.” 

“Look at Jesus crucified, in this time of Lent, to obtain consolation and peace in your heart. Because of the suffering you have undergone for His Name, you will receive recompense in the Kingdom of Heaven. Christ has told us not to fear because He has overcome the world. Remain always full of love, joy, and peace because of the merits of salvation that Christ has won for us,” Archbishop Pinto said.

The Archbishop praised the GCIC for speaking out in favor of Christians in Orissa, for whom they are organizing various solidarity campaigns. Humanitarian aid continues, in addition to spiritual support, the distribution of Bibles, and religious material. (PA) (Agenzia Fides 3/4/2009)

Violence – VATICAN - Holy See confirms commitment to fighting all racism and discrimination, from protection for migrants, women, and children to denouncing eugenics

Geneva (Agenzia Fides) – The Holy See “shares in the aspiration of the international community to overcome all forms of racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia,” as they are “evils that corrode the social fabric of society and produce innumerable victims.” This is one of the central statements made in a speech given yesterday, April 22, by the Holy See's Permanent Observer at the U.N. Offices in Geneva, Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi, during the Conference on Racism that concludes today in the city. 

The Archbishop mentioned that the Vatican's commitment “in combating all forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance in a spirit of cooperation.” He also recalled the Holy See's active participation in the Durban Conference in 2001 and “without hesitation, gave its moral support to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA) in the full knowledge that combating racism is a necessary and indispensable prerequisite for the construction of governance, sustainable development, social justice, democracy and peace in the world.”

The Vatican representative also called for “full implementation of religious freedom for individuals and their collective exercise of this basic human right.” Archbishop Tomasi later addressed other aspects of the debate over the issues of racism and other social and cultural discrimination. Although modern globalization leads people and culture to grow closer to one another, it is not in and of itself an antidote against racism, which in fact “continues to exist” in contemporary society. “The stranger and those who are different too often are rejected to the point that barbarous acts are committed against them, including genocide and ethnic cleansing.”

“Old forms of exploitation give way to new ones: women and children are trafficked in a contemporary form of slavery, irregular immigrants are abused, persons perceived to be or who in fact are different become, in disproportionate numbers, the victims of social and political exclusion, ghetto conditions and stereotyping.”

The Archbishop then touched on the question of eugenics as a new and dangerous form of discrimination. In the current historical period, the Holy See is also alarmed by the “still latent temptation” of eugenics that can be fueled by techniques of artificial procreation and the use of 'superfluous embryos.'” “The possibility of choosing the colour of the eyes or other physical characteristic of a child could lead to the creation of a "subcategory of human beings" or the elimination of human beings that do not fulfill the characteristics predetermined by a given society.” (Mtp) (Agenzia Fides 23/4/2009)

Life – AMERICA/BRAZIL - Third public demonstration pro-life: “ abortion is a radical attack on human life a defeat for medicine”

San Paolo (Agenzia Fides) – On Saturday 28 March, some 5,000 people gathered in Praça dà So, in front of S. Paulo Cathedral, to take part in the 3rd public Demonstration for Life, organised by the Sao Paulo Pro-Life Commission and the National Pro-Life Movement - Brazil without Abortion. The intention was to celebrate a victory against the legalisation of abortion, being voted in Parliament, and interrupted thanks to the Commission of Social and Family Care by 33 votes to 0.

Cardinal Odilo Pedro Scherer, Archbishop of Sao Paulo told the demonstrators that “abortion is the defeat of medicine”. After affirming that “the health of a woman who has suffered violence can be restored with medicine,", the Cardinal added “abortion is a radical attack on human life. The Church supports whatever aims to save life. Abortion is the defeat of medicine”. The Cardinal also said that the state should produce laws to defend life from the moment of conception. “We cannot give the state the legal power to throw away helpless lives. And this is not a question of religion”. 

Among the participants at the demonstration, national coordinator of the Citizens Movement Pro Life, Marília di Castro, and MP Talmir Rodrigues, national coordinator of the Parliamentary Front against the Legalisation of Abortion. Marília di Castro said the event “commemorated the failure of a plan to legalise the elimination of the foetus before the end of pregnancy, and that this was thanks to the Commission of Social and Family Care and the Justice Constitution of the Chamber of Deputies”. “We will defeat any plan to kill our children ” she said. 

The “ National Pro-Life Movement - Brazil without abortion ” was started in 2006; its goal is to protect life. Its members include jurists, professors and citizens representing civil society. The Movement relies on 15 Committees to diffuse its various activities. It organises marches and events all over Brazil to call popular attention to the implications and consequences of legislation in force. (RG) (Agenzia Fides 1/4/2009, righe 26, parole 375)
Life – AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Bishops denounce violence, drastic social inequality, and the concentration of power in the executive branch that presents a grave threat to democracy

Caracas (Agenzia Fides) - “Holy Week, in which we celebrate the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, is an extraordinary time for spiritual renewal that invites us to strengthen our commitment to Christian values, which are fundamental in the coexistence of Venezuela's society.” This is the exhortation made at the beginning of the Pastoral Letter from the Venezuelan Bishops' Conference, in which the Bishops offer several reflections on the present situation of the country.

First of all, the Bishops show their concern for the increase in violence and insecurity that has “affected the entire nation, causing innocent bloodshed among our people.” 

The gangs, kidnappings, killings, drug-trafficking, and smuggling all continue, in fact, and many times the victims of this violence do not know where to turn for real protection. “These are grave offenses whose cry reach heaven and that violate the basic rights of citizens.” The Bishops are also concerned with the “environment that promotes drastic social inequality and the concentration of power in the executive branch that presents a grave threat to democracy.”

In light of this situation, they exhort all the authorities to “listen to the petitions from the various sectors of society, asking God to help them carry out their serious responsibilities with justice, freedom of conscience, honesty, and transparency, placing respect for the dignity of the human person at the heart of their actions, without letting themselves be led by personal interests or biases.” They also mention that those who exercise judicial power “have the obligation of assuring the detained and accused, in every stage of the process, every right guaranteed in the National Constitution, especially the right to due process, the right to defense, and to impartial judgement.”

And addressing all the faithful, they remind them that this special time that we are called to live, is a unique opportunity to “rid ourselves of our apathy and indifference, renew our faith, and place God above all else, placing ourselves at others' service, especially at the service of those most in need.” In order to transform society, the text says, they consider it most necessary that “the values that form a part of the moral and ethical patrimony of our people- such as mutual respect, solidarity, and tolerance – be recuperated.” The statement concludes with an appeal to “learn heartfelt forgiveness and become merciful and tolerant people, to return to the path of unity that we have lost sight of.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 7/4/2009)

Life –AMERICA/VENEZUELA - Week for Life, April 19-26, with the theme: “United in Prayer for Life”

Caracas (Agenzia Fides) – In an effort to announce, promote, support, and defend human life, the Department for Family and Child Pastoral Ministry, of the Venezuelan Bishops' Conference, along with other church groups, have been celebrating the Week for Life since 2000. It is a time to reflect, proclaim, promote, and celebrate the undeniable value of human life, and the Catholic Church in Venezuela uses this Week to promote this right to life in a special way. Defending life is an authentically Christian social action; it is the primordial right of every human being in their existence in society.

The Week for Life began on Sunday, April 19, a week after the feast of Our Lord's Resurrection, as it is a perfect occasion for showing our love for life, which is a gift from our Creator. “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” (Jn 10:10). The theme of the week, which ends on Sunday, April 26, is: “United in Prayer for Life.”

Throughout the entire Week for Life, there will be activities promoting respect for life, which hope to contribute in building up a culture of life, in which it is promoted and respected. For example, there are plans for open forums on the theme “Human life is sacred and inviolable.” On April 26, at 10 am, every diocese, parish, community, school, hospital, prison...of Venezuela, will unite in prayer for life. In a similar manner, all are invited to accompany this prayer by lighting a candle for life in our country. There will also be a “Walk for Life” with banners defending life, etc. The path of the Walk will also include 5 stations where pilgrims can meditate on the mysteries of the “Rosary for Life.” In the Diocese of Tachira, there will be a Walk on the 26th , at 10am, followed by a Mass at noon. “We hope to defend the right to life, so that people are reminded of the fact that “human life is sacred because it is the fruit of God's work and always maintains a special relationship with the Creator,” organizers affirmed. They also added that only God is the Lord of Life, from its beginning until its natural end, which is why “no one, in any circumstance whatsoever, can decide to take a life.” (RG) (Agenzia Fides 21/04/2009)

SUPER QUAESTIONES

AFRICA/ANGOLA - Church working on the frontline in defense of children accused of “sorcery,” a sad reality which was denounced by Benedict XVI in his recent visit to Africa

Luanda (Agenzia Fides) - “For some time now, the Church in Angola has been providing help to children accused of 'sorcery' who are abandoned by their families,” Agenzia Fides was told by local Church sources in Luanda, the capital of Angola, where the government has filed an investigation on the phenomenon, which was denounced by Benedict XVI in his recent visit. 

“Today it is up to you, brothers and sisters, following in the footsteps of those heroic and holy heralds of God, to offer the Risen Christ to your fellow citizens. So many of them are living in fear of spirits, of malign and threatening powers. In their bewilderment they end up even condemning street children and the elderly as alleged sorcerers,” the Holy Father said in his homily at the Mass celebrated on Saturday, March 21, in São Paulo Church in Luanda.

“We should discover the reasons for which the children become victims and why they are accused of sorcery. We have to discover how we can put an end to all this, as we receive daily reports on children accused of being sorcerers and who suffer abuse from adults,” the Director of the National Institute for Religious Affairs, Fatima Viegas, told the Angolan national agency ANGOP.

“It has already occurred in the past that the public was shocked by the case of a sect that committed serious abuses against some forty children, claiming that they needed to 'cleanse them of the spirits that possessed them.' The children were found abandoned and in serious conditions,” Fides' sources mentioned. “These children just need true affection and that their material needs be met. The Catholic Church runs various care centers for these children, in a service led by priests, religious, and laity.”

The origin of this drama is both ancient and modern, fruit of superstition, ignorance, and poverty, as Fides sources explained: “It is a phenomenon that at the beginning only existed in rural areas, but that with the process of urbanization, has spread to the outskirts of the city as well. Normally the children who are accused of “sorcery” are those who were entrusted by their parents to their relatives or are orphans. In order to avoid having to care for them, they accuse them of “sorcery” and leave them in the street. The same phenomenon is verified in relation to the elderly, however it mainly occurs in Sao Tome.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 1/4/2009)

VATICAN - WORDS OF DOCTRINE: Rev Nicola Bux and Rev Salvatore Vitiello - The Cross is salvation and judgement

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - Contemplating Jesus, from whom our faith comes and by whom it is made perfect, we cannot fail in these coming days of holy spiritual tension, to see the close connection which exists between the Cross of Christ and the mission of the Church. The Cross is the Christian's sign of identification and, consequently, the identification sign in every place where Christians are present, places inhabited by a "new presence" by people destined to be ever more perfectly, the "mystical body" of the Lord, His presence in the world.

In this sense the Cross is potentially and objectively missionary: to announce and to carry the Cross is to announce and to carry Christ, who conquered death and thus gave new meaning to suffering, giving it that horizon of redemption and sharing, which makes it truly a “place of salvation”.

The Cross of Christ is a place of salvation, the source of all possible salvation: those to whom salvation is offered, also non Christians, will be saved solely thanks to the Cross of Christ and not without participation in ecclesial mediation (cfr. Dominus Jesus). This certainty supports and animates mission, rendering every baptised Christian a 'bearer of the cross' in the explicitly visible sense and in the spiritual sense.

The Cross, before which every man, directly or indirectly, must stand, in order to understand himself more radically, is also a “place of judgement”. In this context, judgement and salvation are to be seen not in counter-position, but closely connected to one another, in that necessary complementarity without which there would be no proper respect or authentic participation of human freedom in the plan for salvation.

As the Holy Father recalls: “ With death, our life-choice becomes definitive—our life stands before the judge. Our choice, which in the course of an entire life takes on a certain shape, can have a variety of forms. There can be people who have totally destroyed their desire for truth and readiness to love, people for whom everything has become a lie, people who have lived for hatred and have suppressed all love within themselves. This is a terrifying thought, but alarming profiles of this type can be seen in certain figures of our own history. In such people all would be beyond remedy and the destruction of good would be irrevocable: this is what we mean by the word Hell. On the other hand there can be people who are utterly pure, completely permeated by God, and thus fully open to their neighbours—people for whom communion with God even now gives direction to their entire being and whose journey towards God only brings to fulfilment what they already are” (Spe Salvi 45).

The Cross demands our act of faith, it demands clarity and frank announcement of the one truth which saves, and above all, willingness to “offer ourselves as a living and pleasing sacrifice to God ” for our own salvation and the salvation of the world. From the daily martyrdom of “little crosses” which all of us bear, to the great call to bear supreme witness, every Christians knows that his own personal victory and that of the whole world lies, “in hoc signo”, in the sign of the Cross (Agenzia Fides 2/4/2009; righe 37, parole 520)

AFRICA/KENYA - A missionary's testimony from Korogocho, the fourth largest Nairobi slum that is home to 120,000 people

Nairobi (Agenzia Fides) - “Calling to mind the shantytowns of Korogocho – Nairobi (Kenya), its people, and reinterpreting the experience I have had over the course of the many years in which I have lived here, always brings with it important emotions, sentiments, and memories charged with meaning. This has been a great blessing that I have received from the Lord, from the poor, from the people who have taught me so much,” commented Fr. Daniele Moschetti, a Combonian missionary who has been working for years in Kenya, in writing to Agenzia Fides.

Fr. Moschetti explained: “Korogocho is one of the 200 slums in Nairobi. Nairobi has a population of over 4 million, 2.5 million of whom live in the slums (in less than 5% of the city's territory). 80% pay rent on a shack that they did not build themselves. There is an economic and social apartheid and an absurd injustice where inhumane exploitation infringes on human dignity, in various aspects of the lives of those who live in these illegal infernal habitats that have been 'legalized' by popular indifference.” This was the missionary's description of life in Korogocho, which has some 120,000 inhabitants living in one square kilometer: “the area is formed by seven 'towns' named: Highridge, Grogan, Ngomongo, Ngunyumu, Korogocho, Githaturu, and Kisumu Ndogo\Nyayo. It is the fourth largest of the slums of city, after Kibera, Mathare, and Mukuru Kwa Njenga. It is an illegal establishment that arose in the late 1970s. More than half of the land is property of the State, or individual persons. The slum is multi-ethnic, with nearly 30 different ethnic groups. The two official languages are Kiswahili and English. The slum is also home to the Nairobi city dump, where literally tons of refuse is deposited each day. Thousands of people in Korogocho and its surrounding area earn a living by working in dumps or in related activities, including illegal operations and small organized crime, which rules the roost in a marginalized reality such as this one. The smoke and toxic gases of the dump slowly claim the lives of the people and there are thousands of people who are being treated in nearby clinics for lung problems, breathing complications, eye problems, and cancer. In the long list of victims is lay missionary Gino Filippini, who lived with us for 15 years in our slum and left a great testimony of life and faith.”

“Prostitution, unemployment, alcoholism, theft, crime, and domestic violence are the largest and most relevant problems,” Fr. Moschetti said. There are also many children living in the street that now, in order to flee city police, take refuge in the slums. Many illegal firearms are also easy to find in the area and are another contributing factor in the crime, making Nairobi one of the most violent cities not only in Africa, but in the whole world.

It is a desperate situation in which the Christian faith offers a light of hope: “The fight for the dignity and rights of the people, and the interests of small lobbying groups, land rights, education, and being considered full citizens with all the rights that blend in with the passion that our missionary community of Saint John, with its 21 small Christian communities, manifests in the Christian, Biblical, and liturgical formation, as well as the projects of rehabilitation for alcoholics and drug addicts, street children and prostitutes, and an effort to respond to the challenges, implying the entire population of the shantytown.” (LM) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2009)

AFRICA/CONGO DR - “Thank you, Holy Father, for bringing hope for the future back to our continent” - A Message from the Bishops of Congo

Kinshasa (Agenzia Fides) – The Bishops of the Democratic Republic of Congo thank His Holiness Benedict XVI for “having visited our land of Africa, for having confirmed our faith in Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, and for having brought hope for the future back to our continent,” reads a declaration sent to Agenzia Fides, signed by Bishop Nicolas Lola Diomo of Tshume, President of the Congolese Bishops' Conference (CENCO).

Pope Benedict XVI, the Congolese Bishops said, “came to bear witness to the love of Christ and share in our pastoral challenges on our continent, which will be the focus of the upcoming Special Assembly for Africa of the Synod of Bishops. With this in minds, he presented the African Church with the Instrumentum laboris, which will serve as an immediate preparation for the assembly.”

“The messages that Benedict XVI launched from Yaounde (Cameroon) and Luanda (Angola),” the statement says, “have the same objective: transform the Church in Africa into salt of the earth and light of the social, cultural, and religious life of the black continent. This is how we understand the Pope's insistence on respect for life, the preservation of our African identity which is seriously threatened by a vigorous and aggressive globalization, the fight against corruption and the unjust exploitation of man by other men, and an appeal to African governments regarding their responsibilities in regards to their people and other nations.”

The Congolese Bishops' Conference thanks the Holy Father “for the profound depth of his words that have touched us and made us realize our responsibility in building an Africa that is not simply another irrelevant player on the international stage that no one takes interest in.”

In their statement, the Congolese Bishops express their regret and surprise for the controversy caused by “some mass media sources who have voluntarily created confusion,” taking the Pope's words on AIDS, “which are the consistent teaching of the Catholic Church,” “out of context.”

The Congolese Bishops articulate: “In all truth, the Pope's message which we received with joy has confirmed us in our fight against HIV/AIDS. We say no to condoms! This practice is not only an ethical disorder, but above all the proof of the trivialization of sexuality in our society. Instead of preventing the spread of the disease and without even guaranteeing complete security, it heightens human selfishness, worsens the problem, and encourages people to let themselves be driven by their sexual instincts and divests sexuality of its religious and symbolic functions.”

“Why the storm and controversy that has arisen over what is a worthy teaching of the Church and that the Holy Father has wished to call to mind to his brethren in Africa, with all his courage and love? Are these people really concerned about the freedom of the African people? However, paradoxically speaking, this strong commitment that Pope Benedict XVI speaks of is indispensable for modern man, if we want to keep humanity from falling into decadence. Only freedom that does not give in before the fleeting passion of desire, the blindness of one's own selfishness, and the tyranny of the convenience of the moment, can contribute to making man more noble and more responsible in his acts, in the prospect of a better future,” the Congolese Bishops conclude. (LM) (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2009)

VATICAN - AVE MARIA : Mgr Luciano Alimandi - Who can ever separate us from the love of Christ?

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The Easter Season leads us to contemplate the boundless loving mercy of God opened to us with the Resurrection of Jesus. Gone are the shadows of sin and death, put to flight by the glorious light of the Risen Lord who comes to renew and illuminate, and encourage us on our path of conversion. The Lord Jesus is the “The Risen Lord”, “the Living one”, “the Paschal Lamb”! With his Resurrection he pulls us from our existential void of selfishness and sin. With his death he defeated death he has brought us back to life! 

The Holy Father Benedict XVI teaches, with the whole Church, that the fundamental nucleus of our profession of faith is the Resurrection of Christ. If we believe in Him, in his glorious power, our life becomes a song of triumph. “ Dear brothers and sisters, let us accept the Apostle’s invitation; let us open our spirit to Christ, who has died and is risen in order to renew us, in order to remove from our hearts the poison of sin and death, and to pour in the life-blood of the Holy Spirit: divine and eternal life. In the Easter Sequence, in what seems almost like a response to the Apostle’s words, we sang: “Scimus Christum surrexisse a mortuis vere” – we know that Christ has truly risen from the dead. Yes, indeed! This is the fundamental core of our profession of faith; this is the cry of victory that unites us all today. And if Jesus is risen, and is therefore alive, who will ever be able to separate us from him? Who will ever be able to deprive us of the love of him who has conquered hatred and overcome death?” (Benedict XVI, homily Easter Sunday, 12 April 2009).

The forgiveness, the peace and unconditioned love which Christ gives, belongs, not to the kingdom of fairy tales, but to the Kingdom of Heaven which is already here on earth, living in the Church. Now the kingdom of Christ lives in every Baptised soul, and grows as the soul responds to God's grace and grows in virtue, first of all faith, hope and charity. 

Christians are pilgrims. We do not accept the Gospel once and for all, but gradually day by day in the dynamics of conversion with highs and lows, but always moving forwards. At times on our journey, we tire and fall, but we soon stand up again and proceed towards our life's goal: holiness which God will give us when we reach the next World ! Holiness, complete transformation in Jesus, is the only authentic realisation of human existence which God has given to make us blessed, one day in heaven with Him! 

Unless we long for a progressive change in our way of life, which is the essence of Christian conversion, we cannot share in the Easter gifts, the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which are signs of a path towards holiness: “ love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 5, 22). These gifts are closely connected with the working of the Holy Spirit in us. 

Saint Peter, following the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, said clearly that the fundamental call of the Gospel is this: “ repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, ” (Acts 3, 19). 

How could the Holy Spirit work in anyone who has no desire for conversion? This is against the Gospel of Jesus. 

This why the Liturgy leads us to ask the Father for the gift of genuine renewal of life: “Father, you open the kingdom of heaven to those born again by water and the Spirit. Increase your gift of love in us. May all who have been freed from sins by baptism receive all that you have promised ” (Collect Tuesday 3rd Week of Easter). “No one can enter the kingdom of God - Jesus says to Nicodemus -, without being born through water and the Spirit ” (Jn 3, 5). Conversion is spiritual rebirth centred on faith in the Risen Christ and on charity. 

“Convert your hearts and believe in the Gospel”: conversion means believing in the power of the Gospel, in all that Jesus said and taught. But we can only believe in his word if we live it: “ Whoever says, 'I know him' without keeping his commandments, is a liar, and truth has no place in him. But anyone who does keep his word, in such a one God's love truly reaches its perfection. ” (1 Jn 2, 3-5). 

May this Easter Season help us realise that without love “ we are no more than a gong booming or a cymbal clashing ” (cfr. 1 Corinzi 13, 1-3). We have immense need to let the Holy Spirit open our hearts and guide our decisions, inspire us and defend us from Satan: “if thou take thy grace away, nothing pure in man will stay: all his goodness is turned to ill”. How true are these words from the Sequence of Pentecost!

With Our Lady, the saints and with the help of the angels, let us find time to pray every day to the Holy Spirit to help us and the whole Church. The Holy Spirit never disappoints anyone. “Holy Spirit, come into my heart. Draw me towards you with your power, o Spirit, true God. Grant me charity and holy fear. Protect me from all evil thoughts. Warm and enflame me with your sweet love so that my burden seems light” (Saint Catherine of Siena). (Agenzia Fides 29/4/2009; righe 60, parole 936)
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