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I. EVENT
The First Integrated Meeting on the Pastoral Care of the Road/Street for the Continent of Africa and Madagascar was held at the Conference and Training Centre of Tanzania Episcopal Conference (CTC-TEC) in Dar-Es-Salaam from 11th to 15th September 2012. The Pastoral Care of the Road/Street deals with the solicitude of the Church towards Truck Drivers (Long-Distant Transports) & Road Security, Street Women/Young Girls, Street Children and the Homeless Persons. 
The Meeting was promoted by the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People (PCPCMIP) and organized in collaboration with the Episcopal Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People of Tanzania. There were 82 participants: bishops, priests, religious sisters, religious brothers and lay socio-pastoral agents, from 31 countries in Africa and Madagascar: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroun, Central African Republic, Congo, Congo R.D., Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea-Conakry, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. The participants represented Episcopal Commissions for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, Episcopal Commissions for Social-Human Development, National Caritas, Conferences of Major Religious Superiors and few were special invitees in consideration of their particular dedication to the pastoral care of the road/street.  
We receive with deep gratitude and joy the Message of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, forwarded to us by His Eminence Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone, Secretary of State, on the occasion of the inauguration of the Meeting. The spiritual vicinity and blessing of the Holy Father was a source of strength and encouragement for us as participants to look forward with optimism and enthusiasm to a future more appropriately and adequately organized in this field of pastoral activity.
We are also sincerely grateful: to His Eminence Polycarp Cardinal Pengo, Archbishop of Dar-es-Salaam and to His Excellency the Most Reverend Francisco M. Padilla, Apostolic Nuncio in Tanzania, for their kind presence and enlightening words at the Opening Ceremony; to His Eminence Antonio Maria Cardinal Vegliò, President of PCPCMIP, for his encouraging message; to the representatives of the Christian Council of Tanzania and the Government for their presence and messages at the Opening Ceremony; and to the donor organizations who have generously sustained the present event upon the request of the Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People.
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II. THEME
We found that the theme of the series of continental Meetings, organized by PCPCMIP, for Latin America (2008), Europe (2009) and Asia-Oceania (2010), based on the well known Biblical passage of the two disciples on the way to Emmaus: "Jesus came up and walked by their side˝ (Lk 24:15) as very appropriate and stimulating. The Pastoral Care of the Road/Street is indeed “a walk together”. We are happy in particular that the present Meeting has been given a new orientation by enriching the same theme in the light of the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Africae munus (17th November 2011), especially with reference to its main theme “You are the salt of the earth....you are the light of the world”, in consideration of its numbers 55-59 on women, 60-64 on the youth and 65-69 on children.
In the light of the said orientation, fittingly stimulated by the Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the Road/Street, published by the same Pontifical Council in 2007, 6 main speakers (Holy See, Democratic Republic of Congo, Benin, Nigeria, South Africa and Zimbabwe) and 2 special interventions (ITF Inland Transport Sections in London and IOM Regional Office in South Africa) contributed to enlighten us and broaden our knowledge on the worrying reality connected with our roads and streets. 3 Workshops [ in 7 groups: 4 English and 3 French]  and sharing of 6 personal experiences [Angola, Kenya, Madagascar (2), Tanzania and Senegal] as well as a number of presentations on national activities, in video-clips & power-point, further enriched the Meeting. All interventions and presentations covered the areas and issues concerning the life of long-distant truck drivers, road security, phenomenon of voluntary and forced prostitution, trafficking in human beings for sexual exploitation, and street children. They also reviewed the complexity of and challenges to education on right conduct of drivers, on human rights with due respect to the human dignity of women, young girls and children as well as their liberation and reintegration into family units. 
III. CONCLUSIONS

We, the participants of the aforementioned continental Meeting, held in Dar-es-Salaam:
1. We are thankful to the Almighty God for the manifestation of the richness of  human, religious and cultural diversity in our countries, yet with unifying values and elements among different nations and regions;
2. We are also grateful to the Almighty God for awakening our conscience and hearts, through the Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the Road/Street, to the reality connected to our roads and streets;
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3. We sincerely appreciate the work of the speakers for their interventions and presentations with moving information and encouraging insights which call for our openness and greater commitment;
4. We recognize that Africa is a continent where millions of people, either willingly or unwillingly, are daily on the move, thus transforming African roads and streets into privileged place of evangelization and education;

5. We are enlightened by the teachings of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council that “there is a growing awareness of the exalted dignity proper to the human person…. and his rights and duties are universal and inviolable. Therefore, there must be made available to all men [and women] everything necessary for leading a life truly human, such as food, clothing, and shelter; the right to choose a state of life freely and to found a family, the right to education, to employment, to a good reputation, to respect, to appropriate information, to activity in accord with the upright norm of one’s own conscience, to protection of privacy and rightful freedom, even in matters religious” (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World Gaudium et spes, n° 26);

6. We do appreciate the anxiety expressed by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI in the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Africae munus for the African reality of migration, refugees and displaced persons, which seriously affects the continent’s human capital, often leading to the destabilization or destruction of families (Cf. AM, n°84-85);
7. We re-affirm the importance of the African family as the foundation for nurturing and cherishing human values which need to be always safeguarded for the individual and common good;
8. We whole-heartedly receive the concern that the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has underlined in the Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Africae Munus that there is a ‘dichotomy between certain traditional practices of African cultures and the specific demands of Christ’s message’ and that ‘in her concern for relevance and credibility the Church needs to carry out a thorough discernment in order to identify those aspects of the culture which represent an obstacle to the incarnation of Gospel values, as well as those aspects which promote them’ (Cf. AM, n° 36);

9. We understand that the pathetic situation of our young people who meet with hunger, disease, exploitation, loss of dignity and sometimes death, is often caused by the corruption of individuals and governments in our continent, as well as the lack of development initiatives on the part of the governments; 
10. We know that even if slavery has been already abolished in our continent, there are serious situations of exploitation and discrimination, trafficking in human persons, sale of human organs, voluntary and forced prostitution, alarmingly on the increase and are thus transforming into new forms of slavery;
First integrated Meeting on the Pastoral Care of the Road/Street

for the Continent of Africa and Madagascar

Dar-es-Salaam (11th-15th September 2012)

FINAL DOCUMENT

Page 4/6.

11. We recognize the fact that the road and street in Africa and Madagascar, which facilitates daily life, human and intercultural communications, also poses serious danger to life, facilitate the exploitation of human persons and contribute to the spread of diseases such as HIV/AIDs. These negative aspects often arise from irregular long hours of work, lack of rest, lack of spiritual guidance, corruption and organized criminality;
12. We learn that poverty, organized criminality, human trafficking, loose legal systems, certain traditional practices, imbalanced male domination influence and cause women and young girls to live on prostitution;

13. We observe that poverty, domestic violence, sexual abuses, family disintegration, abandonment, certain traditional practices and illiteracy influence and cause children to live on roads and streets;

14. We acknowledge and appreciate the existing efforts of Episcopal Conferences, Diocesan intervention groups, networks formed by Religious Women as well as the work of Religious Men for the purpose of liberation of street women/young girls and street children;
15. We realize the importance of interreligious & ecumencal collaberation and networking in responding to the concerned situations of our roads and streets at contenantal level,

16. We acknowledge that the Church’s mission is first and foremost one of evangelizing, educating, liberating through spiritual renewal and human promotion in the spirit of the Gospel values (Cf. Mt. 25:40).
IV. RECOMMENDATIONS
We, the participants, having greatly profited by the Meeting [conferences, presentations and workshops], THEREFORE, declare our commitment to promote and encourage, in our communities/dioceses/countries, at all levels, every activity and initiative for the Pastoral Care of the Road/Street [Caring for long-distant Truck Drivers, Education on Road Security, Liberation of Street Women/Young girls from sexual exploitation and other forms of slavery, Liberation and protection of Street Children and the Youth].

Moreover, being convinced that our individual commitment as participants of the present Meeting would produce greater fruit and bear greater impact when coordinated at community/diocesan/national/continental level, we APPEAL to Episcopal Conferences at national, regional and continental level (SECAM) and to Conferences of Major Religious Superiors (CMRS) for due consideration to and urgent cooperation on the following RECOMMENDATIONS:
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PRIORITY ACTIONS:

(1)  We exhort that a special desk/office is set up at every Episcopal Conference/ Diocesan/CMRS level for the education and formation programmes in order to promote awareness on the complex reality of street women/young girls and street children, long-distant truck divers and road security, and on practices which undermine the human dignity and endanger the life on road/street in Africa and Madagascar. 


 This task may be undertaken by the Episcopal Commission for the Pastoral Care of 

 Human Mobility, where it does exist.
(2)  We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to moreover organize or to reorganize their structures accordingly, in order to adequately and responsibly confront the worrying phenomenon of trafficking in young girls and women for sexual exploitation, by developing a coordinated network among pastoral agents, social agents and organizations.
(3)  We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses to highlight the inculturation of the Gospel as a priority in all national and diocesan pastoral programmes in order to liberate women, young girls and children from harmful practices that discriminate and undermine their dignity.
(4)  We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses to insistently lobby the African governments to exercise law and order to protect the dignity and life of  innocent women/young girls and children at risk in the continent.
(5)  We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to introduce educational programmes on the pastoral care of the road/street in their Seminaries and Houses of Formation in view of preparing future priests and religious to be able to respond to the said situations timely and adequately.
(6)  We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to promote and introduce education and awareness programmes in Catholic schools as a preventive mechanism.
(7)  We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses to introduce Places of Worship at bus and train stations, with a ministry of  presence and counselling.
(8)  We exhort SECAM to call for a special meeting of national delegates, after one year of the publication of this Final Document, to evaluate and to further ensure that its Priority Actions and General Actions are given due consideration and are implemented in the best interests of the concerned categories of persons of our continent. 
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GENERAL ACTIONS: 
(9) 
We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses to develop new forms of  evangelization suitable for the context of the road/street, especially through the use of social communications and mass-media

(10) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/Faculties of Theology to make theology more concrete towards the reality/realities in Africa and Madagascar.
(11) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to promote consecrated and religious life of women as a value and a powerful witness.
(12) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to promote formation of the males: their mentalities, attitudes, psychologies, as means of safeguarding the dignity of women/young girls and children.
(13) We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/CMRS to promote the organization of continental/transcontinental meetings to promote the implementation of international conventions on Child Protection and on Human Rights.
(14) We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/CMRS to establish collaboration with Episcopal Conferences/CMRS of other continents in view of organizing coordinated efforts to prevent trafficking in women/young girls/children for the purpose of sexual and labour exploitation.
(15) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to develop a networking in order to assist the victimised persons through ecclesial/interfaith collaboration at national, regional and continental level.
(16) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to form mobile chaplains and lay ministers with adequate preparation and necessary skills to minister to people on the road.
(17) We exhort SECAM/Episcopal Conferences/CMRS to promote and encourage a spirituality of sharing and fraternal solidarity as to reduce the impact of poverty on the most vulnerable.
(18) We exhort Episcopal Conferences/Dioceses/CMRS to give special attention to promotion of integral formation of the youth with human and professional competence in order that they may live with responsibility towards themselves and the society at large. 
We, the participants, entrust these our concerns, resolutions and recommendations to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and to the maternal care of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for the good and wellbeing of the most vulnerable sons and daughters of our own continent!

Dar-es-Salaam, 15th September 2012
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