[image: image1.png].a9enzia fide

AGENZIA DELLA CONGREGAZIONE PER L'EVANGELIZZAZIONE DEIPOPOLI




FIDES News Service – August 2008

FIDES DOSSIER 

“The Education Challenge”

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES

IN THE WORLD

Introduction 

The world's Catholic universities


Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties


Catholic Universities


The International Federation of Catholic Universities FIUC

The world network of Catholic universities: identity and mission 

According to Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli

Problems and prospects for Catholic academic institutions 


Fr Vincent Kagabo, Professor e Rector of the Université Catholique de 
Kabgayi (UCK), Rwanda

Fr Michael Calmano, docent in Psychology and Human Relationships Nanzan University, Nagoya, Japan

The Pontifical Urban University and universal, interreligious dialogue 

Bibliography and Linkography

Introduction 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Instruction, information and culture, as well as circulation and construction of knowledge and skills are determinant factors for the destiny of the individual and of whole peoples and for development in social, economic and political terms. Every human person has the right to knowledge but it is important for every person to be aware of this right and the ensuing responsibility. Among its many commitments, down through the centuries the Catholic Church, operating in the field of knowledge also to stimulates the idea of individual responsibility, has played a fundamental part in the foundation of some of the world's oldest universities, and as a mediator in dialogue between religions and between cultures. 

This is why we thought it important to produce a series of dossiers on Catholic universities throughout the world with specific studies for each different region and/or continent (Africa, Asia and Oceania, North America, South America and Central America and Europe). The aim is to examine and present this network in the different areas and continents and to analyse and understand the active role of these institutions, not neglecting the urgencies and necessities present in each territory.

This first dossier is a general introduction to Ecclesiastical and Catholic Faculties all over the world with an overview of the respective governing norms and entities, the official entity which has united Catholic universities since 1948 (The International Federation of Catholic Universities FIUC), and the organisations present in each region and/or continent.

Catholic universities in the world
Through the centuries the Catholic Church has played an important role to foster the opening of universities, establishing most of the oldest colleges, entrusting them to the care of the Congregation for Catholic Education. The distant origins of the Congregation can be traced to special commissions set up by the Papal States to oversee the Universities of Rome. The first dates to 1431, with Pope Eugene IV, but there were many more until the Papal States were dissolved in 1870, when the Congregation began to exercise its authority over French universities and Catholic institutes and then the pontifical colleges in Rome Roma. 

Important in this regard, a reform of Benedict XV, in 1915, which assigned new responsibilities to the Congregation, with regard to seminaries, given first place among its competencies. Successively the Apostolic Constitution Regimini Ecclesiae Universae dated 1968, with which Paul VI reformed the Roman Curia Romana after Vatican II, besides Seminaries (first task), and universities and faculties (second task), assigned a third task to the Congregation, Catholic schools. Whatever the case, responsibility for universities and institutes of higher studies in general was its first charge, and the only one with a character of exclusiveness in the Roman Curia. 

The recent reform of the Roman Curia by John Paul II, with the relative apostolic constitution Pastor Bonus, confirmed the above mentioned responsibilities, with which the Congregation labours to ensure:

a) there be in the Church a sufficient number of institutions conveniently distributed in different parts of the world;

b) that they faithfully preserve their proper identity and mission. 

It is important to note that Canon Law makes a clear distinction between ecclesiastical universities and faculties, instituted in keeping with the apostolic constitution Sapientia christiana dated 1979 and Catholic universities instituted according to the apostolic constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae dated 1990. In the next Dossiers on separate regions and/or continents detailed information will be given on the most importance academic institutions chosen from ecclesiastical universities and faculties and Catholic universities. It is impossible to list all the universities and institutes for higher studies (affiliated associated, incorporated), but updated and extensive information is available in a publication of the Congregation for Catholic Education: INDEX, Editio 2005 – “Universitates et alia Instituta Studiorum Superiorum Ecclesiae Catholicae”. From facts given in the publication it emerges that in 2005 the total number of institutions in the world was 1,861, including universities, institutes for higher studies, including seminaries, with the following division per region and/or continent:

· 110 in Africa

· 611 in Asia

· 19 in Oceania

· 322 in North America 

· 25 in Central America 

· 229 in South America 

· 545 in Europe

Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties 

The norms and principles which rule Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties from the act of institution to the creation of faculties, departments, centres of study and research, and everything regarding premises destined for formation and education, are found in the apostolic constitution Sapientia Christiana, promulgated by John Paul II on 29 April 1979. This constitution underlines that people's way of thinking and acting are affected by the cultural ambient, and for this reason there must be no break between the Church and culture, between faith and culture, so the Church of Christ “promoting human civilisation, may fulfil its evangelising mission ”. In her promotion of culture, the Church, the Constitution continues, has always promoted both ecclesiastic and profane culture, operating since the Middle Ages to build free spaces of superior formation, as are universities. Vatican II also affirms “the Catholic Church follows these schools of higher grade carefully ”, and requests for Catholic universities to be “developed and conveniently distributed in the different parts of the world”, and that in them “ students may be formed as men of wisdom ready to undertake demanding duties in society and testify their faith to the world”. 

Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties are institutions especially concerned with Christian Revelation and connected disciplines, and for this reason are closely connected with the evangelising mission, the preparing of aspirants to the priestly ministry and the teaching of sacred sciences. It is the duty of Bishops' Conferences all over the world to promote the creation and progress of these faculties because “Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties are instituted in the Church for the edification and benefit of Christians, and this they must keep in mind as a constant criteria of all their activity ”, we are reminded by the apostolic constitution, which promotes the spirit and illustrates mission and regulations. 

With regard to the origin and necessity of another constitution on the subject, we recall that it was Vatican II which established that norms regulating ecclesiastical faculties should be periodically revised, to respond more adequately to the needs of the times, while giving increasing attention to theological sciences studied by lay scholars of religion. To this was added the evolution of pedagogical and didactic methods, and necessary adaptation of criteria for ordering studies. Given the presence of so many ecclesiastic universities in the world, and for major uniformity and answers to the single exigencies, the Congregation for Catholic Education, with a mandate from Pope Paul VI, consulted first of all Ecclesiastic Universities and Faculties, and the other Congregations of the Roman Curia and other interested bodies, constituting with these premises a commission of experts. Under the direction of the Congregation, the commission instituted by Paul VI carefully revised legislation on ecclesiastic academic studies, and later issued the new norms contained in the apostolic constitution Sapientia Christiana promulgated in the pontificate of John Paul II.

Catholic Universities

“ BORN FROM THE HEART of the Church, a Catholic University is located in that course of tradition which may be traced back to the very origin of the University as an institution. It has always been recognized as an incomparable centre of creativity and dissemination of knowledge for the good of humanity. By vocation, the Universitas magistrorum et scholarium is dedicated to research, to teaching and to the education of students who freely associate with their teachers in a common love of knowledge(1). With every other University it shares that gaudium de veritate, so precious to Saint Augustine, which is that joy of searching for, discovering and communicating truth(2) in every field of knowledge. A Catholic University's privileged task is "to unite existentially by intellectual effort two orders of reality that too frequently tend to be placed in opposition as though they were antithetical: the search for truth, and the certainty of already knowing the fount of truth"(3).»”

These are the opening words of the apostolic constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae issued by John Paul II on 15 August 1990; in it the Pontiff explains the reason for this constitution on Catholic Universities and Institutions of higher education, a sort of Magna Charta enriched by centuries of Church experience in university education. The constitution explains that in a world “ today, characterized by such rapid developments in science and technology, the tasks of a Catholic University assume an ever greater importance and urgency. Scientific and technological discoveries create an enormous economic and industrial growth, but they also inescapably require the correspondingly necessary search for meaning in order to guarantee that the new discoveries be used for the authentic good of individuals and of human society as a whole. If it is the responsibility of every University to search for such meaning, a Catholic University is called in a particular way to respond to this need: its Christian inspiration enables it to include the moral, spiritual and religious dimension in its research, and to evaluate the attainments of science and technology in the perspective of the totality of the human person.”.

The mission of Catholic colleges is to promote the encounter of cultures with the development of sciences, seeking – through teaching and research – what is most precious in culture, to “ assist the Church in the manner most appropriate to modern times to find cultural treasures both old and new, "nova et vetera", according to the words of Jesus. (Mt, 13, 52)”. The Constitution insists on the safeguarding of the rights and freedoms of these institutions in civil society and economic support where necessary, with the hope that “ these prescriptions, based on the teaching of Vatican Council II and the directives of the Code of Canon Law, will enable Catholic Universities and other Institutes of higher studies to fulfil their indispensable mission in the new advent of grace that is opening up to the new Millennium”. (11)

Before listing the norms for Catholic institutions, the first part of the Constitution illustrates the identity and mission of Catholic universities and institutes of higher education. In this section, with regard to the identity of Catholic institutions, the document affirms that “Every Catholic University, as a university, is an academic community which, in a rigorous and critical fashion, assists in the protection and advancement of human dignity and of a cultural heritage through research, teaching and various services offered to local, national and international communities”. However it explains that culture means an ambit associated with a twofold dimension: “humanistic and socio-historical”, and the contents cannot be separated from the time and place in which it develops, taking into consideration the Christian message. The cornerstones of education are therefore: a) to pursue integration of knowledge; b) dialogue between faith and reason; c) moral concern;  d) a theological vision. Cornerstones to which is connected the activity of teachers and administrative personnel, recognising the fundamental role in these institutions also by lay men and women and academics belonging to other Christian Churches, to other ecclesial communities and religions, or who profess no religious belief, all those men and women who “ offer their training and experience in furthering the various academic disciplines or other university duties.”.

With regard to the fundamental mission of Catholic universities, it is “a continuous quest for truth through its research, and the preservation and communication of knowledge for the good of society. A Catholic University participates in this mission with its own specific characteristics and purposes… A Catholic University must be ever more attentive to the cultures of the world of today, and to the various cultural traditions existing within the Church in a way that will promote a continuous and profitable dialogue between the Gospel and modern society. Among the criteria that characterize the values of a culture are above all, the meaning of the human person, his or her liberty, dignity, sense of responsibility, and openness to the transcendent.”. 

The International Federation of Catholic Universities (FIUC)
In 1924, the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Milan, Italy) and the Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen (Nijmegen, Netherlands) took the first step towards bringing Catholic universities together in a Federation. The purpose at the time was to deal with specific issues which were of common concern. The universities came together the following year at the Institut Catholique de Paris, where representatives from fourteen institutions met. The first directory of Catholic Universities was published in 1927. 

It was only after the Second World War that the Fœderatio Universitatum Catholicarum was fully established. Created by a Decree of the Holy See in 1948, it was recognised by Pope Pius XII in 1949 and became the International Federation of Catholic Universities (IFCU) in 1965. 

A watershed moment in the history of the Federation came in 1967, when the IFCU was recognised by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), thereby becoming an Associate Non-Governmental Organisation with consultative status. 

Each Catholic university is unique, with roots in a specific country and region with a culture unlike any other.  While these institutions are often compared, each has its own history, assets, problems and objectives, its specific way of finding a niche in the field of education, research and services and also of honouring its academic, cultural, social and spiritual commitments.

 This diversity is not only an asset; it is both fundamental and essential.  At the IFCU, we propose to defend it in the very spirit of what we are:  a federation.  Each member must feel as though it has found a safe haven.  The IFCU is a common house built from all the materials of the world.

Integral part of the structure are sector and regional groups. Sector groups – formed of faculties, departments, institutes or schools of member universities which have in common scientific disciplines, or fields of study, teaching or research – comprise theologians, philosophers economists, political scientists, agronomists, specialist in  science of medicine, communications, the family, the environment, working to promote consolidation, development and diffusion of knowledge for the realisation among FIUC members of the Federation's academic, ethical and spiritual goals. Regional groups are composed of institutes and colleges on the basis of geographical area of origin, with which they maintain strong cultural and geographical ties. The regional groups are: Federation of the Catholic Universities of Europe (FUCE), Association of Catholic universities and institutes of Africa and Madagascar (ASUNICAM/ACUHIAM), Association of Catholic  Universities and Colleges of east and south east Asia (ASEACCU), Organisation of Catholic Universities of Latin America (ODUCAL), the Association of Catholic universities and institutes of North America (ACCU) and the  Xavier Board of Higher Education in India.

FIUC comprises over 200 Catholic and ecclesiastic universities and institutions, present on every continent, and its reference texts are the apostolic constitutions promulgated by Pope John Paul II: Sapientia Christiana, 1979, for ecclesiastic universities and faculties, and Ex Corde Ecclesiae, 1990, for Catholic universities. 

FIUC organs include CCR, Centre for the Coordination of Research, which offers guidelines for research and information and organises a world network of experts and ample space for expression and reflection, encouraging research in a spirit of international cooperation among universities. More in detail the role of the Centre is to coordinate from the scientific, strategic and administrative point of view activities jointly decided by the different academic institutions. Fides was told by the scientific director, Prof. Pedro Nal Medina Varón, the Centre's projects concern cultural, social and educative questions, always inspired by the Federation's mission and strategic priorities, with the goal of contributing towards better understanding of today's challenges in the world, in society and in the Church. 

Fields of research include:

· cultural studies

· philosophical studies

· religious studies 

· social studies

· experimental sciences

· Ethics 

Prof. Medina spoke of many research projects in these fields, most of them inter-university projects involving institutions on more than one continent. Medina gave significant examples, including several projects in the field of social studies. Among them: 

Looking at displaced populations (America – Asia). 

The project aims to form local actors to promote reintegration of displaced people and to understand properly the consequences of the question of refugees on the different continents. In general, CCR intends to create a tool of scientific research whose results will be integrated with existing activity and built on the theme of a Catholic inter-university net work. Specific activity includes: elaborate a series of local studies on the refugee population and establish contact with local institutions to define synergies in particularly difficult situations. 

The Institutions which contribute to the project are distributed between Latin America, Asia and the Middle East

. 
In Latin America:

· Colombia - Fundacion Universitaria Luis Amigo, Universidad de San Buenaventura, Universidad Santo Tomas
· Dominican Republic - Pontificia Universidad Catolica Madre y Maestra
· Honduras - Universidad Catolica de Honduras "Nuestra Senora de la Paz"
· Haïti - Université Notre Dame d'Haïti  

In Asia and the Middle East:

· Thailand.- Assumption University 

· Philippines - De La Salle University System  

· India - Shelter Don Bosco, Stella Maris College
· Lebanon - Université Saint-Joseph   

The university and use/abuse of drugs (America – Asia)

This project aims to make a study on the consumption of drugs and distribute the results in the communities involved; identify needs, problems and opportunities for each specific case, in view of improving services offered; assess available and potential resources and means; identify priorities and formulate action plans.

Institutions taking part in the project are distributed in Latin America, Asia and the Middle East. 



In Latin America:

· Brazil – Universidade Santa Ursula

· Chile –Universidad Católica Cardenal Raúl Silva Henríquez
· Colombia - Universidad de San Buenaventura 

· Argentina - Asociación Civil Intercambios 

· Ecuador - Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador
In Asia and Middle East:

· Indonesia - Atma Jaya Catholic University   

· Thailand -  Assumption University

· Philippines – University of Santo Tomas

· India - Stella Maris College
· Lebanon - Université Saint-Joseph   

The network of Catholic universities in the world: identity and mission according to Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli

From 22 to 24 May 2008, the Pontifical Urban University in Rome hosted an important Congress organised by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, with the title “Identity and mission of a faculty of communications in a Catholic university ”, which brought to Rome representatives of 45 different universities all over the world. On that occasion Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, recalled that the aim of the Congress was to explain how Catholic identity is manifested in university studies and especially in a faculty of communications, and how these differ from secular faculties. 

Besides technical competence, Archbishop Celli recalled, it is necessary to discover “the function and value of all communication, connected with anthropology”. It was an opportunity for mutual listening, in a spirit of intensifying relations among colleges all over the world. It is a task of the Pontifical Council to support and adapt the activity of the Church and Catholic universities in the theory and practice of communications, and the Congress was a significant experience of reflection on these themes and on communication programmes in Catholic universities. Aware that the criteria of a Catholic communications faculty varies from one country to another, on the basis of the social, economic, political and legislative situation in which it operates, discussion focussed on the basis of the different parameters, including the demographic variable of Catholics present in each, or the different profiles of students and/or faculties on the basis of religious beliefs.  

On 23 May, Pope Benedict XVI said addressing the Congress participants “ The diverse forms of communication - dialogue, prayer, teaching, witness, proclamation - and their different instruments - the press, electronics, the visual arts, music, voice, gestural art and contact - are all manifestations of the fundamental nature of the human person”. The Pope reminded those present of the role of communications and education for building authentic relations and consolidating the community, “ which permits human beings to mature in knowledge, wisdom and love”. The process of knowledge cannot be seen as a product of chance, “it  reflects, rather, our participation in the creative, communicative and unifying Trinitarian Love which is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”. 

The Holy Father cited Plato, highlighting the dangers of communications when the message and truth of the message is overlooked, recalling that the same principle is true for teaching and its ethical dimension. Education  must not be considered “simple technical exercise or mere desire to pass on information ”, it must promote reflection on events, to be a true educator able to build a better world. Recalling the necessity to promote justice and solidarity, Benedict XVI called for respect under all circumstances for “the value and the dignity of every person”: it is necessary to work for those who are economically and socially marginalised and strive to lessen the gap which separates these people from the new networks of socialisation, information and learning. 

With regard to inculturation, the Holy Father recalled that forming and informing can never be done by weakening or eliminating traditional customs and local cultures, many of which have succeeded in fortifying values such as love, solidarity, respect for life. Benedict XVI then expressed profound esteem for “ those religious communities who, notwithstanding the heavy financial burden or the generous human input, opened Catholic universities in developing countries" adding that he was pleased that many of the institutions were represented at the Congress. It is most important for the Church, the Pope continued, that education and teaching represent a service for the whole community, expressing appreciation for the effort on the part of many institutions “ to offer sound education to all, independent of race, social condition or creed, which constitutes the mission of the Catholic University.”. 

Benedict XVI concluded the meeting with an important reference to Catholic identity “ is not simply a question of the number of Catholic students. It is above all a question of conviction: a question of truly believing that only in the mystery of the Word made flesh the mystery of man becomes clear”. 

Problems and prospects of Catholic academic institutions in the world 
The recent Congress organised by the Pontifical Council for Social Communications was a significant opportunity for dialogue and sharing for Catholic universities all over the world, whose guidelines are coordinated generally by the International Federation of Catholic Universities (FIUC). According to the distribution of the regional groups: Federation of the Catholic Universities of Europe (FUCE), Association of Catholic universities and institutes of Africa and Madagascar (ASUNICAM/ACUHIAM), Association of Catholic  Universities and Colleges of East and South East Asia (ASEACCU), Organisation of Catholic Universities of Latin America (ODUCAL), Association of Catholic universities and institutes of North America (ACCU) and Xavier Board of Higher Education in India, Fides Dossiers will analyse the regions and continents in the following order: Africa, Asia and Oceania, North America, South America and Central America, Europe.

As Pope Benedict XVI, recalled and as it is said in the apostolic constitutions, each region and continent has its own social and cultural fabric: and it is from this idea that the network of Catholic and ecclesiastic universities was built. Needs differ in developing, developed and highly developed countries, mixed regions, scene of small or great contrasts and continents or countries where cultural tradition is ancient and academic institutions were established in a past now remote, developing in different ways through the centuries, but with the need to keep in step with the times and rapid changes. 

With regard to developing countries the conviction is that the fight against extreme poverty is closely connected with the fight against ignorance; but the key is to understand the political positions in this regard, and especially the direction of the will of those in a position to make decisions, legislators, administrators, public or private bodies, religious institutions. This point is fundamental especially when speaking of countries in Africa, Asia or Latin America, still in the grip of hunger, wars and natural disasters, but also ignorance and scarce sharing of knowledge and information. 

Fides spoke about this with Fr Vincent Kagabo, professor and rector at the Université Catholique de Kabgayi (UCK), in Rwanda. According to Prof. Kagabo, there exists “a close connection between the struggle to overcome poverty and underdevelopment in general and the struggle against ignorance and scarcity of information, and above all formation. African political leaders, administrators, legislators cannot ignore this evidence”. The Catholic Church must also keep this in mind and work in this vision, and work ever closer to reality, something which does not  always happen in national policies or in international organisms. Fr Kagabo says the problem regards the means and strategies employed in this twofold struggle, with respect for commitments made; he speaks of this “at the global and official level: in Africa and especially in Rwanda, where many initiatives were announced and on the basis of these, axis of orientation were established.

An example might be certain programmes of organisations such as NEPAD (New Partnership for African Development), for the creation of spaces of regional economic integration and the definition of a certain number of long term policies”. Praiseworthy initiatives in which we should believe, the professor adds, “but we must see if and how this will correspond to real improvement in citizens' living conditions and if the ideological promise suceeds in becoming reality”. This is why, “commitment of political leaders, administrators and legislators, is most necessary”. People in developing countries, says Fr Kagabo, expect government to “create a vital space of existence. And before programmes of high level formation or other grand projects, the most urgent thing is to guarantee the people basic instruction with respect for their rights, their dignity, and their duties as individual citizens and as a community”. If this were guaranteed, the citizens themselves could take the initiative, according to the proper modalities and competence, and decide to improve their living conditions and promote development. “All this can only be achieved in a society of freedom, justice and peace”. For developing countries the role and the mission of the Catholic Church are crucial because pastoral care, naturally promotes the values of peace and justice for the community, and moral and cultural responsibility for the individual, the Rector concludes. 

Another emergency connected with education and those in charge of planning and preparing new spaces of formation or adapting existing ones, is the question of inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue, a highly relevant issue in today's world. The question is connected in some ways with the phenomenon of migration, which assumes remarkable proportions in many cases: migration is an event of multiple valence, a movement often forced, born of an urgency for life and to improve existential conditions, and as such, clashes with dispersion and distancing in terms of affections, values and land. 

Migration is diaspora, exile, but can also be enrichment, if growth includes the many different aspects of the active life, work and cultural development of the individual. All this must be considered when building, constitution and extending the university network, and when defining of programmes and didactic offers and inter-university research projects, because culture must also mean openness to those who are different, reconciliation with differences, the first step towards a world ruled by peace and justice. From this global vision, it is possible to reach particular situations, typically connected with the different territories but essential for those concerned with information and education, or those who build new formative spaces, in order to render the programmes as suitable to the times, places and circumstances, as possible. 

The mission of the Church goes absolutely in this direction with serious commitment to promote dialogue even and especially in the most difficult territories: where there is war, where there is ethnic, cultural, religious or territorial fundamentalism, or cultures so deeply rooted they accept with difficulty the advent of new spiritual and/or cultural tendencies. The Asian continent represents in this sense an extremely significant example, with many civilisations and traditions of thought and spiritual born in that region, not forgetting that it is also the cradle of great monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism. “Ecclesia in Asia”, the post-synodal exhortation issued by on 6 November by John Paul II, underlines this point, and if the university is truly a centre of culture, and a place which nurtures 'curiosity'  for what is different, then to construct a university is the necessary and indispensable premise for a better world.

Fr Michael Calmano, docent in Psychology and Human Relations at the Nanzan University of Nagoya, in Japan, executive secretary of ASEACCU, spoke to Fides about efforts in this direction on the part of the Asian Association and all the Catholic universities in South East Asia and East Asia. “In 1974, with the help of funds from European sponsors, Nanzan University opened an Institute for Religion and Culture with an interreligious staff; thanks to the Institute, students of all religions engage in important sharing of information and opinions. Numerous publications reveal achievements in this sense”, says Prof. Calmano. “Some years ago the Institute organised a study holiday for Buddhist monks who spent some time as guests of Benedictine monasteries in Europe and had the opportunity to meet the Pope”. This was only “one of the most visible signs of interreligious dialogue”, said the ASEACCU secretary. “Out of 300 regular full time professors, only 50 belong to the Catholic Church or some other Christian community. Certainly they all work together in to achieve their mission through education in the Christian spirit and principles, but above all with the goal of promoting Human Dignity - is suffices to think that the motto of all the educative institutions of Nanzan University is ‘Hominis Dignitati’”. Without this constant dialogue and help of non Christian staff, Fr Calmano concludes, “our mission would have failed long ago ”.

The Pontifical Urban University and universal inter-religious dialogue

The Pontifical Urban University is a Catholic Institute of Superior Studies specialised in formation of priests, religious and lay men and women operating in mission territories. The college is distinct from the other pontifical Roman universities for its universal character seen not only in the number of different countries from which its students and teachers come, and its many aggregated and affiliated colleges, but above all  in the attention given to the different cultures and the other great world religions with which the Catholic Church builds relations in her missionary activity ad gentes. 

The origin of the Pontifical Urban University can be traced to the institution of the Mission College de Propaganda Fide, in 1624 by a group of missionaries of the Church of Rome, encouraged by Spanish prelate Juan Bautista Vives y Marja, in order to “form secular missionaries ad gentes, lead separated Christians to the unity of the Catholic faith, and collect and study the necessary information about other languages, peoples and cultures”, as the Bull of institution reads. A few years later with the Bull Immortalis Dei Filius dated 1 August 1627, issued by Pope Urban VIII, the Institute became Urban College, with the authority to grant titles of doctor in philosophy and theology, proper to the Studium Urbis, today University La Sapienza. For 300 years the College was situated in the historical building in Piazza di Spagna, today the offices of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; the college was moved to the Gianicolo Hill in 1926, during the pontificate of Pope Pius XI, at first in a small building and later in the present larger and more functional complex. 

On 1 October 1962, a few days before the opening of the Second Vatican Council, with the Motu Proprio Fidei Propagandae, Pope John XXIII elevated Urban College to the rack of Pontifical University. The main purpose of the University, like Urban College De Propaganda Fide, is to form priests, religious and lay people operating in mission lands, in close relation with the institutional finalities of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples, motive for which the Cardinal prefect of that Congregation bears the title of Grand Chancellor of the Pontifical University, supreme academic authority. 

With regard to the University's formative offer, initially it had only two faculties able to confer academic grades in theology and philosophy. Later studies were developed in the sector of Missiology, until, a decree dated I September 1933, established the Missionary Institute with the authority to confer academic grades also in missiological and juridical disciplines. In 1986 the Institute was subdivided, giving rise to the Faculty of Canon Law and Missiology, completing the present arrangement with four Faculties. 

Since 1997, there have been major changes. The Institute of Missionary Catechesis opened in 1970 and the Spirituality Section became the Redemptoris Missio Superior Institute of Missionary Catechesis and Spirituality, established by the Congregation for Catholic Education, which approved its programme and statutes in 1999. The Superior Institute for the Study of Atheism, founded in 1960, recently assumed a new name, Superior Institute for the study of non belief, and cultures, with a new orientation due to changed historic conditions and in keeping with the present day challenges. In recent years, a Languages Section, which has existed in this University since 1941, was enriched with courses in classical and modern oriental languages. Lastly, to respond to one of the greatest challenges facing the Church and civil society, in 2000 the Pontifical Urban University instituted a new area of study on Human Mobility in faculties of philosophy, theology and missiology, in collaboration with the Scalabrini International Migration Institute (SIMI), offering a Masters, Licentiate and Doctorate in Social Philosophy of Human Mobility. In 2004, SIMI was juridically incorporated within the Faculty of theology. 

Since 1966 the University has gradually become academically linked with numerous seminaries and institutes of theology and philosophy, missiology and Canon Law in Africa and Asia, America, Oceania and Europe. Today these institutes number 92 involving about 11,000 students. In the academic year 2005/06 Urban college had 1,400 students from over 100 different countries, and 200 teachers, one third, non Italian. In October 2006 the Pontifical Urban University gave itself new Statutes and Regulation which reflect more organically the new image of its educative offer and commitment to scientific research.

Its work of research and teaching are integrated with important editing activity, Urban University Press opened in 1979, which publishes the periodical, the University's scientific review Euntes Docete and Redemptoris Missio, publication of ISCSM; a Studia series, on relevant philosophical and theological themes, Subsidia, handbooks for study in various disciplines, Chiesa, missione e culture and Ricerche, with academic dissertations produced in the college. The annual volume of the Annales on the intra-academic and extra-academic life of the University and its docents. 

As John Paul II recalled during a visit to the college on 19 October 1980, Urban University is “a concrete and visible sign of the universality of the Church, as she welcomes into her unity the diversity of all peoples”, and it sheds light on “ the problem of the relationship between the Christian message and different cultures”. On the occasion of the 375 years of the college's history, on 29 November 2002, the words of the Pontiff, reaffirmed the collage's mandate of universality: “Today in a special way, this spirit must include the developing careful study of the cultures of the peoples of the world and of the great world religions... looking toward the future, my wish would be that the Urban University be distinguished among the Roman universities for special attention it shows to the cultures of the peoples and the great world religions, starting with Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism, and, consequently, would carefully examine the problem of interreligious dialogue with its theological, Christological and ecclesiological implications."
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