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Introduction 

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) – Our series of dossiers on Catholic universities in the world, beginning with an overall general picture, followed by a closer look at the continent of Africa, continues with this study on the Catholic institutions present in Asia and Oceania. Most of the institutes belong to the two main organisations present in the region: South East and East Asian Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities and the Xavier Board of Higher Education in India.

The description of the function of Catholic academic institutions in Asia, cannot be separated from inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue, in a continent, the cradle of so many civilisations and the birth place of the most important world religions– Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism – as well as notable spiritual traditions such as Buddhism, Shintoism, Taoism, and others. In this sense it is necessary to analyse the fundamental aspect of the Catholic Church and her institutes, ready to promote harmony as part of the mission of evangelisation and to sustain an open human community of peace and justice.

Intercultural dialogue and the role of Catholic universities in the area of Asia 

Asia is a vast and complex continent which present obvious contrasts at the economic and social level and where great and grave conflicts are still open, and where violation of human rights is widespread, in terms of limitation of freedom and offence to the dignity of the human person. However Asia is also the cradle of the major world religions, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism. As John Paul II in Ecclesia in Asia the post synodal exhortation dated 6 November 1999, reminded priests, deacons, consecrated persons and all the lay faithful with  regard to Jesus Christ, the Saviour and his mission of love and service in Asia: “…That they may have life and life in abundance ” (Jn 10,10). In the exhortation the Pontiff recalled that "Asia is also the cradle of the world's major religions—Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. It is the birthplace of many other spiritual traditions such as Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Zoroastrianism, Jainism, Sikhism and Shintoism. Millions also espouse traditional or tribal religions, with varying degrees of structured ritual and formal religious teaching. The Church has the deepest respect for these traditions and seeks to engage in sincere dialogue with their followers”, we read in the Exhortation (6), with reference to values such as " love of silence and contemplation, simplicity, harmony, detachment, non-violence, the spirit of hard work, discipline, frugal living, the thirst for learning and philosophical enquiry”. These peoples “ hold dear the values of respect for life, compassion for all beings, closeness to nature, filial piety towards parents, elders and ancestors, and a highly developed sense of community. In particular, they hold the family to be a vital source of strength, a closely knit community with a powerful sense of solidarity”. These were the words of John Paul II for the people of Asia, who confirmed that nature, firmly anchored to the roots of the community with profound values human and traditional. 

Nevertheless, this great variety may also be associated with contradictions at times unfavourable often painful, in a disparity which sees, next to highly developed countries, the poorest nations of the planet. The gap is also an expression of the great cultural force present on the continent, which can show itself in a delicate dimension, bearer of conflict when the elements of dialogue weaken, or the necessary awareness to mediate between modernisation and tradition is lacking. The question of knowledge and the issue of education are not merely formal and quantitative elements, they are the basis of relationships, points of balance in every society. If on the one hand sharing and circulation of knowledge is a positive reality, this cannot be said unconditionally: there is the other side of the coin, which is represented by many cases of abuse, scarce reciprocity, absence of moral values and therefore the interruption of that evolution which should be more qualitative than quantitative in the relational fabric of a community.

In this context the educative principle of the Church, and therefore of Catholic universities and institutes of higher education, is not exclusively notionistic, instead it is the construction or consolidation of a common heritage of values, the promotion of formative community spaces constituted not only on the basis of the contents offered, but also and above all on relational pivots, that is to weave the fabric of human bonds and to acknowledge the latter's function, and creative, religious contribution of values and thought. This is the call to reflection which comes from the Exhortation Ecclesia in Asia, and the appeal found in the Apostolic Constitutions Sapientia Christiana and Ex Corde Ecclesiae, guidelines on which every Catholic university and faculty in the world is founded and grows. Therefore besides the didactic offer, it is crucial, to encourage real growth of the human community, in a dimension ever more balanced between individual and social fabric. 

This is the indication, the mission, the identity of the continent's Catholic institutions, of which docents, students and every university community member must be aware, so that the message is not reduced to simply handing on of notions. Fr Michael Calmano, docent in Psychology and Human Relationships at the Nanzan University in Nagoya, Japan, and executive ASEACCU secretary, spoke to Fides about the situation in Asian countries where the Christian religion is in a minority situation compared with other religions, for example in Japan, Indonesia, Taiwan, Thailand. Although the university's mission is inspired by Catholicism, a high percentage of the teachers are non Christians: at the Nanzan University, less than 20 per cent of the teachers and researchers are Christians. Continual dialogue and the contribution of non-Christian personnel, are a guarantee for the success of the Catholic mission, the Association's Secretary Executive added. 

Prof. Calmano then spoke about the Institute for Religion and Culture opened by the Nanzan University in 1974, an organ whose members are students and teachers of all the main religions, to study the transformation of religions in Japan and in the rest of east Asia. The institute publishes Bulletins twice a year in English and Japanese; the Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, for students of religion; monographs. It also organises seminars open to the public, student exchange programmes and regular debates. The Institute has been connected since 1982 with similar structures in various parts of east Asia, forming an Inter-Religio network which promotes interreligious dialogue and meets twice a year in one of the Institutes. Calmano also mentioned a most important initiative between Buddhists and Christians from Japan to Europe, an East-West Spiritual Exchange project which continues. A different case is South Korea, said Fr Calmano. “Here the situation is different, Christians are about 40 per cent of the population”. In any case, the Professor said, the Christian spirit can be considered an enrichment only if Christians are ready to dialogue with other religions. “The challenge is always to re-think and re-interpret the aims of Catholic educative institutions, which began - literally ! - as ‘mission schools, that is institutes founded to proclaim the Christian faith in a non Christian cultural environment”. 

ASEACCU activities include annual Conferences which reveal the importance of dialogue among religions. In 2003, for example, one conference was given by a Buddhist monk who spoke on the theme: “How different religions can work together to promote peace and harmony in the world”, the meeting was held at Assumption University, in Thailand. In 2004, the annual Conference was held at Nanzan University, on: "Religion and culture: a challenge to higher education in Asia”. This year the Conference will be held in Bandung, Indonesia, on the theme: “The Role of Catholic higher education to promote a civilisation of love and solidarity as a response to economic and cultural globalisation”. Special attention will be given to dialogue with Islam, a major issue in Indonesia, and important also in the Philippines and Thailand; in this regard the Conference includes what is titled "Input from the Moslem Expert", a talk on inter-religious by a guest Muslim speaker.

Catholic universities and institutes of higher education in Asia and Oceania
Catholic university institutions in Asia and Oceania are important in the ambit of higher education, for their fundamental role as mediators in inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue. For this study Asia has been divided as follows:

· Middle East 

· South East Asia, East Asia, Oceania

· India

On the basis of selection, we will speak in general and/or in detail about some of the Catholic institutes in the respective area. Further information can be found at the respective websites, see Bibliography and Linkography at the end of the study, or INDEX, Editio 2005 – “Universitates et alia Instituta Studiorum Superiorum Ecclesiae Catholicae”, published by the Congregation for Catholic Education. 

According to INDEX, in Asia there are all together 611 Catholic universities, instituted according to the apostolic constitution Ex Corde Ecclesiae, and ecclesiastical Institutes for higher studies, Seminaries and universities and faculties instituted according to the apostolic constitution Sapientia Christiana. In detail there are 533 Catholic universities and 29 ecclesiastical faculties (Theology, Philosophy, Canon Law etc), some belonging to a Catholic university, the others affiliated, associated, incorporated or other. 

Oceania has 19 Institutions: 16 Catholic Universities, one Ecclesiastical Faculty and 2 affiliated Institutes.
It should be remembered that in Asia there are two formally recognised groups affiliated with the International Federation of Catholic Universities (FIUC): ASEACCU, The Association of Southeast and East Asian Catholic Colleges and Universities and the Xavier Board of Higher Education in India. 

1. THE MIDDLE EAST

Palestine 

Palestine has only one Catholic University with an extremely important role given the dramatic circumstances in which the people live and in which the Catholic community operates. Bethlehem University was established in 1973 with only 112 students, open to young people of all religions. Today it offers education to about 2,800 students, and since the college opened, it has formed at least 11,000 girl and boy graduates. The first university in West Bank, its origins can be traced to 1893, when the De la Salle Brothers opened schools in Bethlehem, Jaffa, Nazareth, in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt. Bethlehem University is supported by the Vatican and the De la Salle Fathers, to guarantee higher education to young Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza.  The University is a member of the Middle East Studies Association of North America MESA, the International Federation of Catholic Universities, FIUC and the Arab Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers AACRAO.  

Fides asked Fr Neil Kieffe, Director of Technology at the service of Formation at Bethlehem University, how the college was opened and how it functions. When Pope Paul VI visited the Holy Land in 1964, “young Palestinians were forced to go abroad for higher studies, later they found work and never returned to their country”. The Palestinian people asked the Pope to help them and in 1972 Archbishop Pio Laghi instituted a Commission for West Bank and Jerusalem East to examine the possibility of establishing an Institute for higher studies in Palestine. “The University opened its doors on October 1, 1973”, said Fr Kieffe, “in the same house which had been the École des Frères di Betlemme”. Many were the difficulties: “from October 1987 to October 1990, the University was closed by the Israeli army. In those years lessons were held off campus so the students could continue their studies”, Fr Kieffe continued. With regard to the formative offer, Fr Kieffe told Fides initially the college trained docents and staff for the tourist industry, an important resource in Bethlehem, with programmes in education and hotel management, but soon “demands changed, and it was necessary to offer more advanced courses in the Arts, Sciences, Business Administration, Nursing Science”. In the 1990s new departments were added: Obstetrics, Physiotherapy, and Occupational Therapy, with three short degrees for operators in Tourism, Education and Nursing. “In 2005 the college offered its first post-graduate programme with a Master in Cooperation and Development, and in Autumn 2008 in collaboration with the Polytechnic of Hebron we will launch a Master degree in Biotechnology”.

Precisely because of the complex conditions in the West Bank and Gaza territories, it is most important for Bethlehem University to offer young Palestinians an opportunity for higher education, so they are not forced to go abroad. “This is our first goal”, Fr Kieffe emphasised. The difficult political situation in Palestine has serious effects on education: “In October we celebrated the 35th anniversary of the university's founding, but it should be remembered that in all these years the University has been confronted with the heavy hand of Israeli occupation. In the early years, the Israeli army occupied Bethlehem and not rarely interfered with lessons”, the religious told Fides, adding that “although since 1995 the military has withdrawn to outside the city, occupation continues, in another form ”. Fr Kieffe mentioned the difficult time at the beginning of the second Intifada, 2000-2003, when “Israeli attacks on a Bethlehem caused serious damage to the campus and the loss of many days of lessons ”. Today the problems are different, connected mostly with “restricted movement, periodic night searches for ‘wanted’ persons, and the economic effects of occupation”. Paradoxically, the students are forced to choose a faculty simply on the basis of its geographical position, rather than their personal preference or inclination; what is more, “there are 144 checkpoints in West Bank, mostly in Bethlehem and Jerusalem, and although the two cities have a common border, Bethlehem University is forced to assume personnel exclusively from Bethlehem, at times at the expense of quality ”. 


With regard to the role in the peace process of the local Catholic Church, Fr Kieffe said the local Church, above all in the person of Patriarch Michel Sabbah, who has just resigned, “has worked tirelessly to promote reconciliation, encouraging the sides to respect one another's rights. Patriarch Sabbah is a point of reference in the Christian community in Jerusalem, and after so many years of commitment he had become a recognised leader in this sense. Precisely because of his role and because of his many appeals for occupation to end and for the rights of the Palestinian people to be respected, he was often targeted by the Israelis”. 

Dialogue with Islam is another key question in the activity of the Church in this area, an example was the Conference on Christian/Muslim relations in the Middle East and in the West, organised last year by the University's Department for Religious Studies, with representatives of Germany, Switzerland, France, Belgium, Sweden, Israel, United States, Philippines, Palestine. The event, said Fr Kieffe, “highlighted the extreme importance of academic institutions not only as places for dialogue but also for efforts to create the presuppositions for dialogue and for the effective impulse these efforts can represent”. On the occasion of the Conference, “everyone agreed that Bethlehem University was the ideal venue for this sort of initiative, given its position in the Holy Land, a crossroads of the three monotheistic religions”. However, restricted movement between Israel and Palestine complicated the work of the Conference, because the University is situated in West Bank.

Regarding research and academic programmes with other universities in Palestine and /or Israel, Fr Kieffe confirmed the difficulties due to scarce mobility between the two countries, with a “wall” which separates the two areas and prevents effective cooperation between Palestinian and Israeli institutions. Sometimes “ teachers are forced to meet for conferences and seminars on questions of common interest, in third countries, but these events are extremely rare”. Yet, he added, “thanks to joint activity in the last two years of Bethlehem University and Hebron Polytechnic we were able to launch a new Master in Biotechnology: at the moment we are selecting students for admission, and in September courses will start at Bethlehem University. Half the lectures will be held here and the other half will be given in Hebron”. 

Lebanon   

Université Saint Joseph de Beyrouth: The first foundations of this institute were laid in 1870 with the creation of a College-Seminary of the Society of Jesus. Five years later it was established as the first Catholic university in the region. Today it has about 10,000 students, 6% non Lebanese, and plays a key role in the Arab world, the French speaking world and the international context. With 150 years of tradition, it has 12 faculties and 25 institutes, some very old, such as the faculty of Medicine opened in 1888, and many other faculties and institutes, technical, humanistic, Religious Studies, Eastern Languages, Studies on the Arab world, all opened during the last century. In 2001 it inaugurated Lebanon's first of Technological Centre. The University has many international relations, mainly, but not only, directed towards French cooperation: it participates in European Tempus Programmes and is a member of various international organisations such as the International Federation of Catholic Universities (FIUC), The Association of Arab Universities (AAU), the Association des Établissements Jésuites d'Enseignement Supérieur d'Europe et du Liban (ASJEL), the Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF),  and the Association Internationale des Universités (AIU).

Université Saint Esprit de Kaslik: Founded by the Lebanese Maronite Order in 1961, the university today has 7,000 students in ten faculties and three institutes offering high level formation in terms of teaching and research. Multilingual by tradition, the institution is mainly French-speaking. Situated at the heart of Mount Lebanon, it plays a fundamental role in education in the country, firmly committed to combining tradition and modernity and combating any sort of discrimination. With this goal it opened decentralised branches to guarantee the right to study in other areas of the country. To keep pace with rapid socio-economic changes in recent years it has broadened its didactic offer, continually updated also in the field of information technology and communications.

Université Antonine: Authorised with a decree of the State of Lebanon, in July 1990, successive political changes annulled the decision, until October in 1996 when the University of the Order of St Anthony was formally and definitively approved. It opened with a faculty of Biblical Sciences, Theological Sciences and Pastoral Studies, and Institutes of Information Technology, Dental Sciences, Physical Education and Sports. Other departments were added in 1999: Nursing Science, Computer Engineering, Telecommunications and Multimedia Communications; and in 2006 Management, Advertising, Public Health and Physiotherapy. Besides offering a vast didactic choice in the scientific, social and humanistic fields, the university organises seminars, conferences, national and international scientific and socio-cultural meetings.

Notre Dame University Louaize: founded in 1987 by the Maronite Order, it includes faculties of Civil Engineering, Computer Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Architecture and Design, Political Science, Public Administration and Diplomacy. Between 2000 and 2007, the college enrolled some 12,000 students 65% men and  35% women, 95% Lebanese, and 5% from Arab countries, Australia, United States and countries in Africa and Europe. 

Université La Sagesse: Founded by the Maronite Order the institutes belongs to the Maronite Archdiocese of Beirut, and was one of the first universities opened in Lebanon. It has two campuses and faculties of Law, Canon Law, Ecclesiastical Sciences, Management and Economy, Political Sciences and International Relations, Hotel Management. Being multilingual, it offers courses in Arabic, French and English.  

2. SOUTH EAST ASIA, EAST ASIA AND OCEANIA

The Association of Southeast and East Asian Catholic Colleges and Universities (ASEACCU) is a regional association of Catholic Universities in countries within this geographical area. The purpose of the organisation is to promote Catholic higher education and to act as a support for the local Churches. ASEACCU also aims to contribute to educational dialogue at the international level beyond the Southeast and East Asian region. Following the guidelines of the Apostolic Constitution on Higher Education, Ex Corde Ecclesiae, the purpose of the association is defined as follows: 
To serve as a forum for member institutions. 

· To reflect on how they put into practice the ideals of a Catholic university as expressed by "Ex Corde Ecclesiae" and other official documents of the Church. 

· To ascertain whether they have correctly defined and continuously maintained their identity as Catholic schools. 

· To dialogue freely and at the highest levels and to share resources among themselves and with other educational institutions and governments both internationally and in their own countries, in their common quest for academic excellence. 

· To dialogue with educational institutions belonging to other religious traditions. 

ASEACCU's Mission to serve as a forum towards the shared goals of member institutions may be pursued through the following and other appropriate means: 

· The collection, exchange, and dissemination of information. This may be done through newsletters and other publications as well as through facilitating information networking among member institutions. 

· The organization of meetings, symposia, workshops and seminars on topics and concerns related to the mission of the association. 

· The exchange of faculty, administrators and students. 

Association members are encouraged to attend annual general meetings held every year in a different member country.

Australia

Australian Catholic University: situated in Sydney, it was official opened in January 1991, following the unification of four Catholic institutions in east Australia established in the mid 1800s, when religious orders and institutes began to prepare teachers for Catholic schools and nurses for Catholic hospitals. The University is a member of the publicly-funded National System of Australian Universities, the Association of Commonwealth Universities and the International Federation of Catholic Universities. 

University of Notre Dame Australia: The idea of a Catholic University in Perth dates to the second half of the 1980s, in order to train teachers for Catholic schools and lay professional staff for Catholic hospitals in western Australia. The University of Notre Dame Australia was formally established in December 1989, as the country's first Catholic university. Its first students enrolled in 1992, but difficulties with funding and organisation led to a precarious start. After the first eight critical years, in 2000 the university launched several important programmes and projects in collaboration with the Australian government, such as Freemantle School of Medicine and a second campus in Sydney.

Papua New Guinea 

Divine World University (DWU): one of Papua New Guinea's best universities, it was established in 1996. It is a government funded private ecumenical Institute and has six faculties: Arts, Education, Theology, Business and Management, Flexible Learning, Health Sciences.

Indonesia

Parahyangan Catholic University: The oldest Catholic university in Indonesia, opened on 17 January 1955 by two bishops, Bishop P.M. Arntz, Bishop of Bandung, and Bishop Prof. Dr. N.J.C. Geise, Bishop of Bogor. It opened with one faculty of Economics, followed in 1958 by a faculty of Law and later: Engineering (1960), Political and Social Sciences (1961), Philosophy (1983), Industry and Technology (1993), Mathematics and Natural Sciences (1993)
Sanata Dharma University: one of Indonesia's oldest Catholic universities, established in 1955 by a group of Jesuit priests and lay Catholic intellectuals. Its name – Sanata Dharma – means “true service”, its declared mission: to serve country and Church (pro patria et ecclesia). It includes, Teaching and Formation, Letters, Economics, Psychology, Mathematics And Natural Sciences, Engineering, Pharmacy, Theology and Post-Graduate Degrees in English Studies, Cultural and Religious Studies, Theology.
Universitas Katolik Indonesia Atma Jaya: After the first Catholic universities in Indonesia, it was founded by a group of Catholic intellectuals on 1 June 1960. Today the Atma Jaya Institute in Jakarta is one of Asia's very few secular Catholic universities. It has eight faculties: Economics and Management (1960), Education and Engineering (1961), Law (1965), Medicine (1967), Psychology (1992), Biotechnology (2002), and offers two Masters, Linguistics (1992) and Management (1993).
Atma Jaya Yogyakarta University: situated in Yogyakarta and affiliated with Atma Jaya University Jakarta. Established on 27 September 1965, as an extension of Jakarta University, it became independent in 1973 and today has six faculties: Engineering, Economics, Law, Technology, Environmental Sciences, Industrial Technology, Political and Social Sciences; and five Masters: Management, Engineering, Law, Digital Architecture, Computer Science.

Soegijapranata Catholic University – Established on 5 August 1982, with three faculties Engineering, Law and Economics, it offers various degree programmes: Architecture, Civil Engineering, Accountancy, Law, Psychology, Electronic Engineering, Food Technology, Letters, Computer Science; and Masters in: Management, Environment and Town Planning, Legal Medicine, Psychological Sciences, Architecture and Environment. 

Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya – Established 11 August 1960 by the then Bishop of Surabaya, Bishop J. Klooster, it opened in Madiun in September of the same year. Initially some courses were held at Surabaya and others in Madiun, until the campuses divided, becoming two universities. There are seven faculties: Teaching and Pedagogy (1960), Pharmacy (1964), Economics (1965), Engineering (Electronic - 1982, Chemical - 1986, Industrial - 1997), Agricultural Technology (1986), Psychology (1988). New departments include: 1999 Management specialising in Strategic Management; 2000 Teaching specialising in English.

Catholic University of Widya Mandala, Madiun – established in 1990 by the Windya Mandala Foundation of Madiun, it has five faculties: Education, Letters, Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Technology, Economics. 
Universitas Katolik St Thomas Sumatera Utara – established by the archdiocese of Medan on 24 April 1984, it has seven faculties: Economics, Literature, Engineering, Agriculture Philosophy, Law, Mathematics. As an institution it is in rapid expansion, with docents who are young dynamic and motivated. 

Catholic University Atma Jaya Ujung Pandang – established in 1960 it has eight faculties: Economics and Business Administration - 1960, Education and Engineering – 1961, Law – 1965, Medicine – 1967, Psychology – 1992, Biotechnology – 2002, fifteen degree programmes, three master programmes: Management and English Linguistics– 1992,  Professional Psychology – 2005, and one doctorate programme.

Japan

Nanzan University – established in Nagoya after the Second World War as a college for Foreign Languages, Nanzan University developed as a multidisciplinary institution of higher education embracing humanistic studies, social sciences, scientific subjects with seven faculties and a new recently built Campus at Seto, in addition to the campus in Nagoya, at the heart of Japan. The faculties in Nagoya are the following: Foreign Studies, Human Sciences, Economics, Business Administration, Law. The campus at Seto has the following faculties: Political Studies, Mathematical Sciences and Computer Engineering. It is the headquarters of the regional association ASEACCU, whose executive secretary is Fr Michael Calmano, docent in Psychology and Human Relations. Prof. Calmano told Fides how the university and the association work together to promote interreligious and inter-cultural dialogue. He said more information about the activities, meetings annual conferences and seminars, publications to foster dialogue between cultures and between religions in the region, can be found at the respective university and ASEACCU web sites (see Bibliography and Linkography).

Elisabeth University of Music – Built in Hiroshima in 1947 on the ruins of the city tragically shattered by the atomic holocaust, today it has 600 students of Music. It offers pre and post graduate courses in musical and artistic subjects. Founded by Jesuit Father Ernest Goossens, in 1961, it was affiliated with the Pontifical Institute of Sacred Music in Rome and other institutions including the University of Santo Tomas (Philippines), Fu Jen University (Taiwan), Catholic University of Daegu (South Korea), Trinity College of Music (London), Sichuan Conservatory of Music (China), Griffith University (Australia), Koninklijk Conservatorium Bruxelles (Belgium), Music School Mokranjac (Yugoslavia), Catholic University of Korea. A place of encounter between eastern and western culture, it has teachers from Japan, Belgium, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, South Korea, Russia, Spagna, United States, and students from Asia, Europe and north America. Its goal is to help music serve as a way to God along the paths of the spirit. 
Notre Dame Seishin University - Situated in Okayama, where it was established in 1949 by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, this girls' college offer pre and post graduate courses, with faculties of Literature and Human Sciences. It offers doctorates in Japanese Language and Literature, and in Human Sciences, and Masters in Japanese Language and Literature, English Language and Literature, Socio-Cultural Studies, Human Development and  Nutrition.

Kagoshima Immaculate Heart University – Established on 1 April 1994, with an interdisciplinary and holistic approach based on Christian humanism. It has two faculties: International Human Studies, Nursing Sciences and Nutrition. It is situated in the town of Satsuma-Sendai, prefecture of Kagoshima. 

Seisen University – Established in 1935 at Azabu, Tokyo, its study programmes include Humanistic Studies, Christian Cultural Studies and Philosophy.

Sophia University - Established 1913 in Tokyo with departments of Philosophy, German Literature, Business Studies, today it has eight faculties: Theology, Human Sciences, Law, Foreign Studies, Liberal Arts, Science and Technology.

St Thomas University - Situated in Osaka, in western Japan. It has about 1,000 students  and offers degrees in the following areas: Humanistic Studies, Multicultural Comprehension, Human Development; post-graduate programmes Culture of Religions and Linguistics. 

University of the Sacred Heart - It originated from a School for Young Ladies opened in Tokyo about 200 years ago by Mother Madeleine Sophie Barat. A faculty of Liberal Arts established in 1948, was one of the first universities for women opened in Japan after World War II. 

Fuji Women's University  - Institution for the education of Women opened in 1947, after World War II. Faculties include: Studies Humanistic, with Japanese and English Departments opened in 1961; Sciences of feeding and nutrition in 1992; Department of Arts and a Department for Education and Infancy 2001. The college has two campuses, one in Sapporo with the Humanistic Faculty and the other in Hanakawa with a Faculty of Human Sciences.

South Korea
Catholic University of Daegu - established over 90 years ago in 1914, it has three campuses and a School of Theology, a School of Medicine and other faculties and departments with School of Business Administration, Design, Welfare, International Studies. The university includes a University Hospital and other organisations, research and education centres.

Catholic University of Korea – opened in Seoul in 1947, it has an important School of Medicine and eight affiliated  hospitals in the main cities in the region.

Sogang University – opened in Seoul in 1948, it developed and today includes the following departments: Human Sciences, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, Engineering, Economics, Business, Communications, Law; a schools for specialisation: Theology, Communications and Media, International Studies, Business, Politics, Education, Economics, Mass Communication, Information Technology,. 

Taiwan

Fu Jen Catholic University - Established by the Holy See in 2003, it has nine colleges: Liberal Arts, Arts, Foreign Languages, Sciences and Engineering, Human Ecology, Law, Social Sciences, Medicine, Management and 45 departments, and offers 42 Master programmes and 11 Doctorate programmes. If has collaborated in projects with more than a hundred other famous universities in different countries.

Providence University  - The history of this university is as complex as the history of Taiwan itself. Today it has various Colleges: College of Foreign Languages, with a Centre for Chinese Language and Literature; College of Human and Social Sciences, College of Sciences, College of Management, College of Computer Science.

Thailand 

Assumption University – approved in  1975, Assumption University in Bangkok, includes a College for Business Administration ABAC. Its degrees, recognised by all international universities, including the following: Business Administration, Risk Management and Industrial Services, Arts, Nursing Sciences, Science and Technology, Engineering, Communications, Law, Biotechnology, and Architecture. Assumption University is a member of the Association of Christian Universities and Colleges in Asia ACUCA, Association of Southeast Asian Institution of Higher Learning ASAIHL, and the Federazione internazionale delle università cattoliche FIUC. 

Saint John's University – recently built in Bangkok.

Philippines

Manila has five Catholic Universities:

University of Santo Tomas – Established by the Spaniards in April 1611, the oldest in Manila, the second oldest in the Philippines, it acquired the status of university from Pope Innocent X, in November 1645 and the title of University of Santo Tomas in April 1785. This large Campus built in 1927on the Sulucan Hills around Manila, was used during the Second World War by Japanese troops as a prison camp for civilians, non nationals and prisoners of war, and is sadly notorious as the site of some of the worst war crimes against American soldiers. Academic life was interrupted during the Philippines Revolution against Spain (1898-1899), and again during World War II (1942-1945). Today it offers a varied didactic programme including compulsory courses in Theology and in Physical Education. It has various faculties opened at different times starting in 1611 with Theology and Philosophy. The colleges were built during and after the American administration. The Faculties include: Medicine and Surgery (1871), Pharmacy (1871), Letters and Philosophy (1896), Engineering (1907). Colleges: Education (1926), Sciences (1926), Architecture  (1930), Commerce (1933), Conservatory of Music (1945), Nursing Science (1946), Rehabilitation Sciences (1974), Art and Design (2000), Accountancy  (2004). It has important specialisation centres (Medicine, Architecture, Philosophy Chemistry, Computer Engineering and Communications, Literature, Nursing, Music, Pharmacy), development centres (Engineering Civil and Mechanical, Industrial, Chemistry; Biology; Business), research centres and postgraduate courses in Law, Medicine and Surgery.

Ateneo de Manila University – This college will mark its 150th anniversary in 2009. Established by the Jesuits, today it offers a variety of degrees and postgraduate courses including: Business, Government, Law, Medicine, Humanistic Studies, Management, Engineering, Social Sciences. Since 1994 it has forged close bonds with international institutions and created a special department for relations with universities, institutions and organisations in Asia, Australia, North and South America Europe. 

De La Salle University - Opened as a school for higher studies in 1911, it was raised to the status of university in 1975 and is renowned for high quality teaching, research and services. It has six colleges, Economics, Computer Science, Education, Engineering, Liberal Arts, Sciences, each with its own specialisation programmes. It organises activities of research, conferences and seminars. Its high quality Master and Doctorate courses prepare docents and researchers and new professionals in many fields.

Miriam College – Established in 1926 at the request of the Archbishop of Manila by Maryknoll Sisters as a school for girls, in the 1950s it moved extending its programmes, and today offers studies in all the main disciplines, degrees, masters and doctorates. 

Outside Manila

University of San Carlos – Besides being one of the most important colleges outside Manila, this university in Cebu, in the south of the archipelago, is the oldest in the Philippines, established in 1595 by Spanish Jesuit missionaries. It has four campuses in different districts of the city, with 8 Colleges and 27 Departments. It works closely with other universities and has many non national students and professors, in a modern multicultural environment. Its colleges include: Architecture and Arts, Arts and Science, Commerce, Education, Engineering, Law, Pharmacy, Nursing Sciences. It has an excellent centre for Chemistry, and various development centres Biology, Physics, Marine Biology, Mathematics, Accountancy, Business Administration, Computer Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer Studies, Telecommunications Engineering.

Saint Louis University – Opened as a school in 1907 in Baguio City, some 250 km north of Manila, in 1955 it became a university for higher studies. It has more than 20,000 students and various colleges: Economics, Education, Engineering and Architecture, Human Sciences, Computer Studies, Law, Medicine, Natural Sciences, Nursing Sciences. 

Saint Paul University - Opened as a school in 1907 at Cagayan, it became a university in 1982. It offers degrees and post graduate courses (Masters and Doctorates) and has Schools of Economics and Business, Art and Sciences, Education, Engineering and Technology, Medicine, Information Technology. 

University of San Augustin – established in 1904 in Iloilo, it offers degrees in Law, Economics, Arts and Sciences, Education, Nursing Science, Engineering and Architecture, Conservatory of Music; a vast choice of doctorates and masters includes: Philosophy, Business Administration, Literature, Public Administration, Nursing Science, Medical Technology Augustinian Teachings.  

  University of Regina Carmeli – opened as a school in 1937 at Malolos, only in 1997 it obtained government recognition as a university. Its courses includes, Medical Sciences, Liberal Arts, Computer Engineering, and various masters and doctorates.

3. INDIA
India, after China, is the second most populated country in the world, and it has the highest number of official languages: twenty three including, Hindi, the country's first language, and English as the second official language. Catholic academic institutions in India belong to the Xavier Board of Higher Education in India, established in May 1951, at the end of a Meeting held at St. Joseph’s College di Bangalore. The Xavier Board, secretary general Fr Joseph Puthenpura told Fides, is the only association of Catholic institutions of higher education in India, recognised by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India CBCI, it operates closely with the CBCI Commission for Education and Culture, which in turn represents the Federazione internazionale delle università cattoliche (FIUC). The Xavier Board collaborates with AICUF All India Catholic University Federation, CSM Catholic Students Movement, AINACS All India Association of Catholic Schools, KCSL Kerala Catholic Students League, the Jesus Youth Movement, Christeen and other regional bodies involved in evangelisation in India. The Xavier Board operates at local, regional and national level. The national offices are in Bangalore, from where the presidency coordinates regional activities on the basis of more specific realities. At the local level, says Fr Puthenpura, the Board organises seminars, camps, prayer sessions, Bible Courses and similar activities, helpful for Catholic students,  and for those of other religions, who can come to know about Jesus Christ and His work on earth. Each regional office has its own president, vice-president and secretary elected every three years. A total number of 280 Catholic colleges are spread in the regions of India as follows:

	Region
	State 

	Andhra 
	Andhra Pradesh 

	East and North East India 
	Aszsam , Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar , Orissa, West Bengal, Sikkim , Jharkhand

	Northern India 
	Delhi , Uttar Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Haryana, Panjab, Himachal Pradesh , Jammu and Kashmir , Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh 

	Karnataka
	Karnataka

	Southern Kerala 
	Southern Kerala districts: from Kottayam to Alappuzha 

	North Kerala 
	North Kerala districts : from Ernakulam to Idikki 

	West India 
	Maharashtra , Gujarat and Goa

	Tamil Nadu 
	Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry


Fr Puthenpura told Fides that Catholic Universities in India are organised differently to those  in Europe and America. “India's Catholic universities are all government institutions; the government gives permission to open colleges which are then affiliated to other government owned universities ”, said Fr Puthenpura, adding that these are large institutions “their courses correspond to university courses”. The only difference is that the curriculum is inserted in the curriculum of the mother university and examinations are recognised by the University which grants the final diploma or Certificate. The Catholic Church is respected and esteemed by the Indian government for its contribution in education, healthcare services and numerous humanitarian activities; as the secretary general of the Xavier Board says, “many Catholic universities are rated among the best in the country, with a high grade of excellence”. Catholic institutes of Medicine, Engineering, Nurses Training Colleges for teachers and nurses, are recognised as the most interesting in the Indian scenario from many points of view. Below is a list indicated by Fr Puthenpura of some of the most important Catholic colleges in India:

· Christ College, Bangalore

· Loyola College, Chennai

· XLRI, Jamshedpur

· St. Xavier's College, Bombay

· St. Xavier's College, Ahmedabad

· St. Aloysious College, Jabalpur

· St. Xavier's College, Calcutta

· Sacred Heart College, Thevara

· Jesus and Mary College, New Delhi

· St. Berchmans College, Changanacherry

· St. Joseph's College, Trichy

· Patna Women's College, Patna
The fact that in recent years Catholic education as reached excellent quality in scientific subjects and fields such as economy and business management, is absolutely in line with the necessity to set technology, economics and respective rules, in a context of values and ethics of modernity, of extreme importance in India and all over the world. Another important point mentioned by the secretary of the Xavier Board, is that Catholic colleges are open not only to Catholic students but to all students, regardless of caste or religious beliefs. For more detailed information, Fr Puthenpura suggested consulting the continually updated list of colleges, on the Xavier Board web site, underlining that each institution aims for parallel growth in human values and professional formation, even in India's most remote villages. “Many oppressed and marginalised people have grown in society, thanks to these institutions and their concern for the poorest of the poor”, Fr Puthenpura concluded.

Bibliography e Linkography

1. Il diritto alla filosofia dal punto di vista cosmopolitico, Jacques Derida address to UNESCO, 1997 – Published and translated for Italy by Il nuovo melangolo, Genoa  2003

2. INDEX– Universitates et alia instituta studiorum superiorum Ecclesiae Catholicae – Congregatio Insitutione Cattolica, 2005

3. Federazione internazionale delle Università Cattoliche (FIUC, Fédération Internationale des Universités Catholiques) - www.fiuc.org
4. Post-synodal apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Asia of the Holy Father John Paul II, to the bishops, priests and deacons, consecrated persons and all the lay faithful on Jesus Christ, the Saviour and his mission of love and service in Asia: “…That they may have life and have it abundantly ” (Jn 10,10)

hwww.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_06111999_ecclesia-in-asia_it.html
5. Apostolic Constitution Ex corde Ecclesiae of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II on Catholic universities http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_15081990_ex-corde-ecclesiae_it.html 

6. Apostolic Constitution Sapientia Christiana of the Supreme Pontiff John Paul II on ecclesiastical universities and faculties 

7. http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_constitutions/documents/hf_jp-ii_apc_15041979_sapientia-christiana_it.html
8. Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities in East and South East Asia (ASEACCU) - http://www.nanzan-u.ac.jp/English/aseaccu/index.html
9. Institute for Religion and Culture – http://www.nanzan-u.ac.jp/English/research/res_nirc.html
10. ASEACCU annual conferences - http://www.nanzan-u.ac.jp/English/aseaccu/venue.html
11. The Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines (CEAP)  http://www.eccceonline.org/ceap/ 

PALESTINE:

12. Bethlehem University - http://www.bethlehem.edu
      LEBANON:

13. Université Saint Esprit de Kaslik – http://www.usek.edu.lb 

14. Université Saint Joseph de Beyrouth – http://www.usj.edu.lb/ 

15. Université Antonine -  http://www.upa.edu.lb  

16. Notre Dame University Louaize - http://www.ndu.edu.lb/ 

17. Université La Sagesse - http://www.uls.edu.lb/ 

AUSTRALIA:
18. Australian Catholic University - http://www.acu.edu.au 

19. University of Notre Dame Australia - http://www.nd.edu.au/index.shtml 

INDONESIA:

20. Atma Jaya Yogyakarta University - http://www.uajy.ac.id
21. ATMI Michael College - http://www.atmi.ac.id/
22. Parahyangan Catholic University - http://www.unpar.ac.id/ 

23. Sanata Dharma University - http://www.usd.ac.id
24. Soegijapranata Catholic University - http://www.unika.ac.id
25. Universitas Katolik Indonesia Atma Jaya - http://www.atmajaya.ac.id/ 

26. Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya - http://www.wima.ac.id
JAPAN:

27. Nanzan University - http://www.nanzan-u.ac.jp 

28. Notre Dame Seishin 
29. Ateneo de Manila University - - http://www.admu.edu.ph/
30. De La Salle University System - www.dlsu.edu.ph
31. Miriam College - www.mc.edu.ph
32. Saint Scholastica's College –www.ssc.edu.ph
33. University of Santo Tomas - www.ust.edu.ph
34. Saint Louis University - www.slu.edu.ph/
35. Saint Paul University – www.spup.edu.ph
36. University of Regina Carmeli - www.urc.edu.ph
37. University of San Agustin - www.usa.edu.ph
38. University of San Carlos - www.usc.edu.ph
39. INDIA: University- http://www.ndsu.ac.jp
40. Sophia University - http://www.sophia.ac.jp/
41. St Thomas University- www.st.thomas.ac.jp
42. University of the Sacred Heart - http://www.u-sacred-heart.ac.jp
43. Seisen University - http://www.seisen-u.ac.jp/
44. Kagoshima Immaculate Heart University - http://www.k-junshin.ac.jp/jundai/index.htm
45. Fuji Women's University - www.fujijoshi.ac.jp 

46. Elisabeth University of Music - http://www.eum.ac.jp/
SOUTH KOREA:

47. Catholic University of Daegu - http://www.cataegu.ac.kr/
48. Sogang University - http://www.sogang.ac.kr/ 

49. The Catholic University of Korea - www.cuk.ac.kr 

TAIWAN:

50. Fu Jen Catholic University - http://www.fju.edu.tw/eng_fju/
51. Providence University  - http://www.pu.edu.tw/  

THAILAND
52. Assumption University - http://www.au.edu/
53. Saint John's University - http://www.stjohn.ac.th/
54. PHILIPPINES

Catholic Educational Association of the Philippines (CEAP) - www.ecceonline.org
55. Xavier Board of Higher Education in India - http://xavierboard.com  

56. Xavier Labour Research Institute - http://www.xlri.ac.in/ 

________________________________________________________________________________

Dossier by F.M. - Agenzia Fides 15 November 2008; Editor Luca de Mata

Other Dossiers in the series:

Dossier I “Catholic Universities in the World” 27 August 2008. 

Dossier 2  “Catholic Universities in Africa” 27 September 2008. 

[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4.png]


[image: image5.wmf] 

[image: image6.wmf] 


PAGE  
16

