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Introduction

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - The journey to Africa which Benedict XVI made earlier this year was an opportunity to focus on social, economic and pastoral issues on that vast continent. Diverse the themes tackled in Cameroon and Angola, but evocative and powerful were the words spoken in the present context of a global economic crisis affecting the whole world and especially the so-called  'third world'. We start this second dossier Africa, citing the Pope's words when he presented the Instrumentum Laboris for the next Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa to be held in Rome in October. Words which were once again prophetic and descriptive of some of the most serious difficulties which the African continent in general, although varied and difficult to reduce to a unitary synthesis, is experiencing especially in the Sub-Saharan regions, numerous common problems, obstacles but also several signs of hope.

The Pontiff said “ Sometimes the African people too are constrained to flee from themselves and abandon everything that once made up their interior richness. Confronted with the phenomenon of rapid urbanization, they leave the land, physically and morally: not as Abraham had done in response to the Lord’s call, but as a kind of interior exile which alienates them from their very being, from their brothers and sisters, and from God himself. Is this an irreversible, inevitable development? By no means! More than ever, we must “hope against all hope” (Rom 4:18). Here I wish to acknowledge with appreciation and gratitude the remarkable work done by countless associations that promote the life of faith and the practice of charity. May they be warmly thanked! May they find in the word of God renewed strength to carry out their projects for the integral development of the human person in Africa, especially in Cameroon! The first priority will consist in restoring a sense of the acceptance of life as a gift from God. According to both Sacred Scripture and the wisest traditions of your continent, the arrival of a child is always a gift, a blessing from God. Today it is high time to place greater emphasis on this: every human being, every tiny human person, however weak, is created “in the image and likeness of God” (Gen 1:27). Every person must live! Death must not prevail over life! Death will never have the last word!” He appeals to the people to choose faith as the strength for life and of life: “ Sons and daughters of Africa, do not be afraid to believe, to hope, and to love; do not be afraid to say that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and that we can be saved by him alone.” (Homily Benedict XVI, Amadou Ahidjo Stadium Yaoundé, Thursday, 19 March 2009)
Recently Benedict XVI, receiving credential letters from new Ambassadors of the southern African countries of South Africa and Namibia (25 May 2009), mentioned some typically African issues regarding these countries.

Addressing the Namibian Ambassador to the Holy See the Pope stressed the necessity for Africa to have more voice in international meetings, because the needs and the aspirations of the people of the continent, “must be presented objectively and from an African perspective, and not solely in accordance with the interests of others.”. Namibia is one of Africa's ‘youngest countries’ on the level of independence, but it has reached considerable level of democracy and social harmony, rarely found in other countries of Africa, too often afflicted by tribal and fratricidal conflict. Lauding the country's economic policies, the Pope noted that Namibia has realised the necessity to protect the nation's mineral and agricultural resources and added: " efforts to bring the uranium extraction and diamond industry processes under responsible vigilance are positive initiatives. Indeed transparency, honest business practices and good governance are essential to sustainable economic development”. In keeping with the new tendency of attention for the environment, the Pope said: "I am pleased to see that the Constitution of your country incorporates a clear awareness of the State’s ecological responsibilities”.

Addressing the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of South Africa the Pope spoke of the great potential of that country, “one of the most influential nations on the continent". The Pope continued: "This gives her a unique opportunity to support other African countries in their efforts to achieve stability and economic progress. Having overcome the isolation associated with the Apartheid era, yet drawing on its own painful experience, your country has made commendable efforts to bring about reconciliation in other lands through its peacekeeping forces and diplomatic initiatives. Countries such as Rwanda, Angola, Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe have benefited from this assistance. I encourage South Africa to strengthen her commitment to the noble task of assisting other nations along the road of peace and reconciliation and, especially in these difficult economic times, to continue to use her considerable human and material resources in ways conducive to the good governance and prosperity of neighbouring countries ”. The country faces many challenges including large numbers of refugees in the region. "Continuing poverty, and lack of basic services and employment opportunities, are present in some areas and have given rise to many other problems including violence and insecurity, substance abuse, ethnic tensions, and corruption". Other challenges, said Benedict XVI, include “ The distress and aggressiveness caused by poverty, unemployment and family breakdown make the efforts of the Government to address these difficulties all the more urgent.” The Pope encouraged " efforts being made to ensure the conditions necessary to attract international investment and to create greater opportunities for education and employment especially of your young people". Recognising "the great achievement of universal democratic rule as the basis for a better life for all. The people of South Africa have shown great moral courage and wisdom in facing past injustices" the Pope said, "Your Government is rightly promoting the development of health and education services together with sustainable economic development, seeking to eradicate poverty and consolidate a climate of security. Families should be assisted in their needs and recognized as the indispensable agents in the building of a healthy society, while children and young people have the right to be granted their desire for quality schooling, extracurricular activities, and the chance to take their place in the workforce."

Once again the Pope, in keeping with international observers, explained that "corruption has the effect of discouraging business initiative and investment, as well as leaving individuals disillusioned .... It falls to civic leaders in particular to ensure that the fight to eradicate corruption is sustained with impartiality, and accompanied by the respect for an independent judiciary and the ongoing development of a highly professional police force."

 At the end of his speech Benedict XVI recalled the Catholic Church's contribution towards promoting the good of society “The Catholic Church is confident that the services she provides in the sectors of education, social programmes and health care have a positive impact on the life of the country. She contributes to the moral fibre of society by advocating integrity, justice and peace, and by teaching respect for life from conception until natural death.” A role which might be termed unique, but which respects the dignity and the truth of the human person. In particular, the Church takes seriously her part in the campaign against the spread of HIV/Aids by emphasising fidelity within marriage and abstinence outside of it. At the same time she already offers much assistance on a practical level to people suffering from this affliction on your continent and throughout the world.”

The teaching of the African Bishops in the Instrumentum Laboris for the Synod

Having examined the illumined words of the Holy Father, we now cite parts of the official Working Paper (instrumentum laboris) prepared for the Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa. The document examines in profundity some of the continent's socio-economic dynamics denouncing serious shortcomings and injustices present in Africa.

The authors recognise the close connection between the world's nations and continents. Globalisation is a fact for all to see. However the Bishops emphasise that although "globalization, an accepted fact of this century, is tending to marginalize Africa. To speak of problems and solutions in Africa is impossible without considering the other continents, their economic institutions, financiers and their network of information, all of which have a considerable impact on African society. The ecclesial communities in Africa look to the synod fathers to examine this formidable situation for which African societies are partly responsible and partly victims (n.13).

There are evident positive signs in the economic system, although sadly too few and too feeble. In the business world, some leaders in companies and corporations of businessmen and women are resolutely seeking to reform and stabilise the economy in their country. Paths of communication are improving in some regions on the continent. In some areas, Africans have established financial institutions, etc. Generally speaking, people are displaying a determination to create wealth so as to reduce poverty and misery and to improve the health of populations. (n.24) These efforts, however, have slowed down recently, due to malfunctioning State institutions, supposed to provide assistance to those who are part of the economy. Commerce, which takes place within the continent itself, can create a favourable economic environment for local production. However, because this is lacking, indigenous products bring low prices, oftentimes determined by the buyers themselves. Small producers have a difficulty obtaining credit and the sad state of the infrastructure of roads and travel routes hinders an easy flow of goods. Consequently, young people, faced with the lack of an agricultural plan, face no alternative but to leave their villages. However, given the growing rate of unemployment, recourse to the city is not proving to be an answer. Workers’ salaries are insufficient, if indeed they are paid at all. In some places, a true slavery still exists. Taxes are extreme and sometimes abusive. Likewise, international aid to institutions concerned with the fate of entire populations oftentimes comes with unacceptable conditions. Raw materials are exploited with permissions which lack any precise criteria.. At the same time, financial returns are largely detoured in ways which result in their unequal distribution in society. (25). 

The document is not lacking in courageous words of criticism for mistaken, short sighted policies on the part of international institutions. Programmes proposed by international financial institutions for restructuring the African economy seem to be having a dire effect. This “imposed” restructuring has consequently led on the one hand, to a very fragile African economy, and, on the other, a deterioration of the fabric of society, seen in increased crime, the widening of the gap between the rich and the poor, and a massive migration from rural areas, leading to the overpopulation of cities (26). Last year's shortages of food and energy on the continent which, lacking a robust and efficient chain of production was seriously affected by sudden and huge rises in raw material prices. What is needed is an urgent global solution and ethical reaction to disorder caused by the markets.

There are just as harsh words with regard to “ Multinational organisations which continue systematically to invade the continent in search of natural resources.”. Technical incapacity and , lack of ‘know how’ and over individualistic and personal interests of the African's allow foreign actors to squash local companies, buying thousands of hectares of land, expropriating the people from their land with the complicity of African leaders. These organisations also damage the environment and creation with which the people live in harmony. Concrete and tragic consequences of this bad management of foreign investments and the poverty caused: trafficking in human beings, the prostitution trade and minors’ being forced to work. This has largely contributed to the destruction of family ties, the destabilisation of entire communities and the displacement of thousands of refugees. 

The African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM) seeks to identify various forms and causes of raging corruption all over the continent and goes unpunished: “ In some places, natural resources are confiscated and depleted by special-interest groups. Bad management, the diverting of public funds and the exodus of capital to foreign banks—already denounced by the Church in Africa at the last synod—are forms of injustice which are done with impunity. The Church must speak out against these unjust practices, raising her voice for the voiceless.” (n.57).
The document contains careful analysis on agricultural activity, so important for Africa's economic system: “ Farm workers, on whom a great part of the African economy depends, are victims of injustice when marketing products. They are often paid a very low price for their goods. Paradoxically, in some parts of Africa, the cost is even set by the buyers themselves. Populations already suffering from a disadvantage are thereby further impoverished. The seeding campaign of proponents of Genetically Modified Food, which purports to give assurances for food safety, should not overlook the true problems of agriculture in Africa: the lack of cultivatable land, water, energy, access to credit, agricultural training, local markets, road infrastructures, etc. This campaign runs the risk of ruining small landholders, abolishing traditional methods of seeding and making farmers dependent on the production companies of OGM. Furthermore, the problem of climate change, whose effects are being felt in arid areas, is compromising the modest gains of African economies”. (58) These challenges affect the real lives of so many people and one trend is the increase in ‘fertile soil’ for conflict or even war among neighbouring peoples and countries.

violence is often the response to unemployment, massive and clandestine migration and, primarily, the excessive investment in armaments, while thousands of the poor are increasingly victimised through unfair economic practices and social injustices. In this matter, the Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI observed that “the countries of the industrially developed world profit immensely from the sale of arms, while the ruling oligarchies in many poor countries wish to reinforce their stronghold by acquiring even more sophisticated weaponry.” For the most part, the wars in many regions of Africa are tied to the economy as such. (n.65).

The document concludes with a heartfelt appeal for reconciliation: “ The need for reconciliation on the continent is today more urgent than ever. The reconciliation which will regenerate the human family, sought so much by Africa, is obtained in a justice which is more than human and a peace which is more profound than the absence of war or the silence of arms. The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI has invited the faithful to implore the Holy Spirit, who is the source of reconciliation in the Son and who works in people’s hearts. “The Spirit is also the energy which transforms the heart of the ecclesial community, so that it becomes a witness before the world to the love of the Father, who wishes to make humanity a single family in his Son.”. Convinced that “in the midst of conflict and division, we know it is (God) who turns our minds to thoughts of peace,” people make an offering of their suffering and activity so that “those who were estranged join hands in friendship, and nations seek the way of peace together”(cf. 2 Cor 5:18). Building the civilization of love is everyone’s responsibility. (n.147).

A major regional financial-economic institution in Africa:

the Southern African Development Community SADC
After listening to the authoritative voices of the Pope and the Bishops, examining in profundity some of the most serious difficulties on the continent, mainly Sub Saharan Africa, we now  listen to the 'voice' of some macro-regional institutions, fruits of the African people's desire to have and to run their own organisations as an ulterior expression of more complete independence. Although much remains to be done, these organisations are not to undervalue in view of an increasingly 'mature' Africa, in the hands of African men and women.

On the continent, besides the African Development Bank (AfDB) (mentioned in the previous dossier) which represents a major reality, there exist other macro-regional institutions working together to eradicate poverty and promote the growth of Africa's economy.

Africa has the following regional economic communities:

The Southern African Development Community (SADC)

The Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

The Economic Community of Eastern African Countries (ECOWAS)

The Economic Community of Central African Countries (ECCAS)

Arab Mahgreb Union  (AMU)

The Inter-Government Authorities for Development (IGAD)

The Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD)

In this second dossier we deal with the first institutional reality: the SADC

Profile

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) has been in existence since 1980, when it was formed as a loose alliance of nine majority-ruled States in Southern Africa known as the Southern African Development Coordination Conference (SADCC), with the main aim of coordinating development projects in order to lessen economic dependence on the then apartheid South Africa. The founding Member States are: Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. SADCC was formed in Lusaka, Zambia on April 1, 1980, following the adoption of the Lusaka Declaration - Southern Africa: Towards Economic Liberation.

The transformation of the organization from a Coordinating Conference into a Development Community (SADC) took place on August 17, 1992 in Windhoek, Namibia when the Declaration and Treaty was signed at the Summit of Heads of State and Government thereby giving the organization a legal character. SADC was established under Article 2 of the SADC treaty by SADC Member States represented by their respective Heads of State and Government or duly authorised representatives to spearhead economic integration of Southern Africa. SADC headquarters are located in Gaborone, Botswana.

Its geographical area covers about 9.1 million sq. km, almost equal to the area of the United States of America.
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SADC VISION 

The SADC vision is one of a common future, within a regional community that will ensure economic well-being, improvement of the standards of living and quality of life, freedom and social justice; peace and security for the peoples of Southern Africa. This shared vision is anchored on the common values and principles and the historical and cultural affinities that exist amongst the peoples of Southern Africa. 

SADC OBJECTIVES 

Provided for in Article 5 of the SADC Treaty, the SADC Objectives are to:

 achieve development and economic growth, alleviate poverty, enhance the standard and quality of life of the peoples of Southern Africa and support the socially disadvantaged through regional integration; 

 evolve common political values, systems and institutions; 

 promote and defend peace and security; 

 promote self-sustaining development on the basis of collective self-reliance, and the inter-dependence of Member States; 

 achieve complementarity between national and regional strategies and programmes; 

 promote and maximise productive employment and utilisation of resources of the region; 

 achieve sustainable utilisation of natural resources and effective protection of the environment; 

 strengthen and consolidate the long-standing historical, social and cultural affinities and links among the peoples of the region;

TO ACHIEVE ITS AIMS, SADC SHALL:

 harmonise political and socio-economic policies and plans of Member States; 

 mobilise the peoples of the region and their institutions to take initiatives to develop economic, social and cultural ties across the region, and to participate fully in the implementation of the programmes and projects of SADC; 

 create appropriate institutions and mechanisms for the mobilisation of requisite resources for the implementation of the programmes and operations of SADC and its institutions; 

 develop policies aimed at the progressive elimination of obstacles to free movement of capital and labour, goods and services, and of the peoples of the region generally within Member States; 

 promote the development of human resources; 

 promote the development, transfer and mastery of technology; 

 improve economic management and performance through regional cooperation; 

 promote the coordination and harmonisation of the international relations of Member States; 

 secure international understanding, cooperation and support, mobilise the inflow of public and private resources into the region; and 

 develop such other activities as Member States may decide in furtherance of the objectives of SADC.

The signatories of the SADC Treaty agree that underdevelopment, exploitation, deprivation and backwardness in Southern Africa will only be overcome through economic cooperation and integration. The Member States recognise that achieving regional economic integration in Southern Africa requires them to put their full support behind SADC to act on behalf of all Southern Africans for their common prosperity, peace and unity.

In pursuit of this agenda, SADC has adopted milestones to facilitate the attainment of the SADC Free Trade Area (FTA) by 2008, the Customs Union (CU) by 2010, the Common Market (CM) by 2015, Monetary Union (MU) by 2016 and the Single Currency by 2018. The SADC Free Trade Area (FTA) was launched on August 17, 2008 at Sandton, South Africa during the 28th Summit of SADC Heads of State and Government.

SADC PRIORITIES AND COMMON AGENDA

The SADC Common Agenda is based on various principles, such as development orientation; subsidiarity; market integration and development; facilitation and promotion of trade and investment and variable geometry.

The SADC Common Agenda includes:

 the promotion of sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-economic development that will ensure poverty alleviation with the ultimate objective of its eradication; 

 promotion of common political values, systems and other shared values which are transmitted through institutions which are democratic, legitimate and effective; and 

 the consolidation and maintenance of democracy, peace and security.

Current Member States are: Angola, Botswana, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Peace, security, democracy and good political government are the priorities of the SADC agenda. SADC firmly acknowledges that economic growth and development is impossible in conditions of political intolerance and absence of the rule of law, the presence of corruption, civil war and war in general. Its members states realise that poverty aggravates similar conditions and deeds political instability and conflict, the creation of a repetitive destructive cycle, which perpetuates under-development and extreme poverty. They are committed to the ideals of the AU African Union and the NEPAD United Nations programme New Partnership for Africa's Development which affirms democracy and government policy, including peace and security, conflict management, post-conflict reconciliation, rehabilitation and rebuilding, combating illegal trading of arms and connected materials, as essential conditions for sustainable development. This is in keeping with the approach of the RISDP Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan, long term development plan with offers guidelines for integration for regional, international and local institutions, which has added trafficking of drugs and humans to the above mentioned list, and which is updated every five years. The 15 year RISDP, enacted in stages of five years, is in its second year of implementation, since it was approved in 2007.
These African institutions, like similar international bodies, are not always as effective and efficient as they should be despite affirmations of principle. Siphamandla Zondi, head of programmes for Africa and South Africa expressed “concern for the fact that SADC institutions are unable to actuate the RISDP”.

Former director of SADC Secretariat, Temba Mhlongo said “with regard to the actuation of RISDP and to a greater extent at the national level, the SADC secretariat must have more power to demand account for commitments taken by the respective governments”.
In the meantime Mr Kwasi Abeasi, executive head of Africa Business Roundtable, says “partnership between civil society organisations, the SADC secretariat and the business community is fundamental.”

Again Temba Mhlongo, says “to increase integration and cooperation and their impact on the eradication of poverty, operations to liberalise trade and economic development are fundamental.” 

SADC is an inter-governmental organisation with a centralised management system and able to use tools of self-financing associated with institutions of regional integration, in order to finance its operations. Its weak point is the mandate and the capacity of central offices to coordinate institutions such as the SADC Secretariat and the SADC National Committees.

The relation between national sovereignty and SADC has yet to be established.

What does appear certain is that the task of the SADC Secretariat is not to actuate but to coordinate programmes at the national level and therefore the responsibility is of the member countries at the national level.

Again Siphamandla Zondi affirms “The SADC secretariat has the technical and management authority, but not sufficient political authority to lead effectively the coordination of the actuation of the RISDP. The SADC executive secretary should have sufficient political authority to effectively sustain and coordinate the actuation of the RISDP at the level of the member countries. It is necessary to revise the role, function and structure of national SADC committees if they are to promote participation of civil society organisations.”

By way of conclusion we report what was said by MP Kwasi Abeasi who speaks of yet another aspect of African situations and institutions in general: “a common, consistent political culture would appear to be lacking in the region. It is necessary to ensure that the goals set by RISDP guarantee a favourable environment for businesses to commit themselves to investing, for example guaranteeing that taxes on companies are not so high as to discourage investment. 

For a long time African business has been waiting for an area of free trade, which is safe and transparent, to offer more opportunities for trade and work opportunities for businesses in various parts of the macro-region.

Harsh criticism has been expressed with regard to the attitude of countries which, through bilateral agreements with donor countries, “undermine economic integration since they are counter-productive for the region and its long term objectives.” Civil societies must convince their respective countries to get in line with regional strategies in a constructive and integrated manner.
Not last for importance is the emphasis on good governance at the national level as a pre-requisite for any policy to combat poverty and promote development.

Unfortunately many note a major ill on the continent, fragmentation, incapacity to form a ‘team’, for the different local, national, macro-regional and continental levels to work in coordination and inter-action. However despite the difficulties, many efforts are being made and these deserve to be encouraged and supported.

There is no clear common vision for integration of SADC countries, since this institution has a different meaning in each member country, with the necessity to consider the profundity of regional integration most appropriate for each country.

Nevertheless goals have been set, and these will help the region strive to reach as soon as possible integration and assess the impact and profundity achieved. Surveillance tools  include APRM, a system introduced by the African Union to help countries improve governance.
In addition to regional plans, there exist national and continental plans, such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and the New Partnership for African Development (NEPAD), which must take priority and be placed in synergy with all the others for targeted and effective actuation.

Socio-economic data

To continue our analysis of the economies of SADC countries, we give below tables issued by various international institutions.

Table on population, area, population density, gross domestic product per head and forecast for annual GDP growth. 

	country 
	population  in thousands
	Area per sq.  km 
	population density per  sq. km 
	GDP in millions 

US dollars
	GDP per head thousands US dollars          
	GDP annual growth 

2000-2008

	Angola
	18 021
	1 247
	14
	134 722
	7 699
	12.4

	Botswana
	1 921
	 567
	3
	24 673
	12 948
	5.1

	Congo Dem. Rep.
	20 591
	2 267
	28
	21 264
	 329
	3.6

	Lesotho
	2 049
	 30
	66
	2 862
	1 417
	4.0

	Malawi
	14 846
	 94
	148
	8 602
	 602
	3.8

	Mali
	12 706
	1 220
	10
	14 649
	1 152
	4.6

	Mauritius
	1 280
	 2
	622
	16 069
	12 637
	3.6

	Mozambique
	22 383
	 786
	27
	27 563
	1 264
	7.5

	Namibia
	2 130
	 823
	3
	12 869
	6 122
	4.8

	Seychelles
	 84
	0,5
	185
	1 817
	20 881
	3.0

	South Africa
	49 668
	1 214
	39
	461 767
	9 456
	4.1

	Swaziland
	1 168
	 17
	67
	5 397
	4 700
	2.5

	Tanzania
	42 484
	 886
	46
	48 229
	1 163
	6.8

	Zambia
	12 620
	 743
	16
	17 374
	1 429
	5.0

	Zimbabwe
	12 463
	 387
	35
	…
	…
	-5.5

	Africa
	987 092
	29 367
	85
	2 675 993
	2 777
	5.3

	Sources: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, World Population Prospects, The 2008 Revision. Special extract.
	
	
	

	               For GDP data, authors' estimates, IMF World Economic Outlook (October 2008), World Bank World Development Indicators (March 2009). 
	
	
	
	
	
	


inflation rates, present and forecast.

country
2007

2008
     2009
2010

	Angola
	11.8
	13.2
	9.8
	9.4

	Botswana
	7.1
	12.6
	9.2
	6.3

	Congo Dem. Rep.
	16.7
	26.2
	25.2
	21.7

	Lesotho
	8.0
	10.7
	9.8
	7.0

	Malawi
	7.9
	8.3
	7.5
	6.5

	Mali
	1.4
	9.3
	5.6
	2.5

	Mauritius
	8.8
	9.8
	6.5
	5.7

	Mozambique
	8.2
	10.4
	7.3
	6.1

	Namibia
	6.7
	10.3
	8.6
	7.2

	Seychelles
	5.3
	37.0
	23.4
	10.2

	South Africa*
	7.2
	11.5
	6.7
	5.9

	Swaziland
	8.1
	12.6
	8.3
	6.3

	Tanzania
	7.0
	10.3
	9.1
	8.4

	Zambia
	10.7
	12.9
	9.9
	7.1

	Zimbabwe
	6.723.7
	2.311.509
	...
	...

	Africa
	7.5
	11.6
	8.1
	6.5


The World Bank issues every year a list of countries according to income per head, and as always, sad to say for 2009 most of the poorest countries are situated in Africa and especially in Sub Saharan Africa. Here is a table of the income per head in SADC countries. Low income countries have incomes up to 935 US dollars per year; lower middle income between 936 and 3.705 US dollars, upper-middle income between 3,706 e 11,455, and high income more than 11,456 US dollars per head. 

	Angola
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	 
	 
	 

	Botswana
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Upper middle income
	IBRD
	 
	 
	 

	Congo, Dem. Rep.
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC
	 
	 

	Lesotho
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	 
	 
	 

	Malawi
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC
	 
	 

	Mali
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC
	 
	 

	Mauritius
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Upper middle income
	IBRD

	Mozambique
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Namibia
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Lower middle income
	IBRD

	 Seychelles

Sub-Saharan Africa

Upper middle income

IBRD


	

	 South Africa
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Upper middle income
	IBRD

	 Swaziland
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Lower middle income
	IBRD

	Tanzania
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA                HIPC

	Zambia
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	IDA                HIPC

	Zimbabwe
	Sub-Saharan Africa
	Low income
	Blend


HIPC indicates the more heavily indebted poor.
Lending category:   IDA countries are those that had a per capita income in 2008 of less than $1,135 and lack the financial ability to borrow from  IBRD. IDA loans, credits on concessional terms, are interest-free loans and grants for programs aimed at boosting economic growth and improving living conditions. IBRD loans are non concessional.  'Blend' countries are eligible for IDA loans because of their low per capita incomes but are also eligible for IBRD loans because they are financially creditworthy.

This table shows SADC countries with population below the poverty line, (identified with 1 dollar a day):

	
	
	year
	
	rural pop.
	
	Urban pop. 
	
	national Percentage 
	
	
	
	below 1 dollar
	
	Sotto 2 dollari
	

	
	Angola
	2001
	
	94.3
	
	57.0
	
	68.0
	 
	2000
	
	54.3
	
	...
	 

	
	Botswana
	1994
	
	...
	
	...
	
	30.3
	 
	1994
	
	31.2
	
	…
	 

	
	Congo Dem. Rep.
	2005
	
	...
	
	...
	
	71.3
	 
	2006
	
	59.2
	
	...
	 

	
	Lesotho
	2007
	
	...
	
	...
	
	64.0
	 
	2003
	
	43.4
	
	56,1
	 

	
	Malawi
	2006
	
	47.0
	
	25.0
	
	45.0
	 
	2004
	
	73.9
	
	76,1
	 

	
	Mali
	2005
	
	...
	
	...
	
	47.5
	 
	2006
	
	51.4
	
	90,6
	 

	
	Mozambique
	2002/03
	
	55.3
	
	51.5
	
	54.1
	 
	2003
	
	74.7
	
	78,4
	 

	
	Tanzania
	2007
	
	33.3
	
	…
	
	…
	 
	2000
	
	88.5
	
	89,9
	 

	
	Zambia
	2006
	
	…
	
	…
	
	64.0
	 
	2004
	
	64.3
	
	94,1
	 

	
	Zimbabwe
	1995-96
	 
	48.0
	 
	7.9
	 
	34.9
	 
	2004
	 
	61.9
	 
	...
	 

	

	
	Sources : Domestic authorities and World Bank (POVCAL 2009), World Development Indicators, online Database, Country DHS, March 2009.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


This last table gives percentages on total exports of three main export products. This helps us understand the reason for the great interest with regard to African countries rich in minerals, oil and precious stones, so profitable and sp important for the economies of advanced countries.

	country
	1st  product
	2nd  product
	3rd  product

	Angola
	oil and derivatives (96.7%)
	
	

	Botswana
	diamonds, cut and uncut, but no finished products (56%)
	nickel (21.2%)
	copper (3.7%)

	R. D. Congo
	oil derivatives (24.6%)
	-
	-

	Lesotho
	diamonds, cut and uncut, but no finished products (28.9%)
	cotton clothing (18.5%)
	other articles of men's clothing (14.5%)

	Malawi
	tobacco (49.5%)
	sugar cane (8.8%)
	tea (5.7%)

	Mali
	cotton (70.8%)
	mango (4.4%)
	sesame seeds (2.0%)

	Mauritius
	t-shirts and other cotton products (17.5%)
	sugar cane and derivatives (15.9%)
	fish, especially tuna fish (9.5%)

	Mozambico
	aluminium (51.3%)
	oil and derivatives (9.9%)
	electrical power (5.1%)

	Namibia
	diamonds, cut and uncut, but no finished products (20.2%)
	zinc (18.7%)
	natural uranium and composites containing uranium (12.1%)

	Seychelles
	tuna and other fish (47.8%)
	tuna fish (11%)
	

	Sud Africa
	platinum (7.6%)
	diamonds, cut and uncut, but not final products (6.1%)
	gold (5.1%)

	Swaziland
	Sugar cane (12.7%)
	prepared food (10.2%)
	

	Tanzania
	tobacco (8.5%)
	coffee (7.5%)
	fish filets (7.4%)

	Zambia
	worked copper (62.1%)
	copper ore (6.3%)
	cobalt and similar products (7.3%)

	Zimbabwe
	nickel (22.7%)
	tobacco (11.1%)
	nickel ore and concentrates (9.4%)


As we see from the information this area includes countries which differ considerably in geographical area, population density, products, factors of economic and political stability, climatic and social conditions. Except for South Africa, which has great weight in the region's economy and therefore in its politics, the other countries, despite evident diversities have several elements in common. The challenge they face and must respond to in the best possible manner is to ensure that SADC economic integration is an opportunity for development for all, that burdens and advantages are equally distributed among the member countries, that economic growth is accompanied by political, civil and social development.

Interview with Prof. Leonardo Becchetti, Professor of Political Economy, Tor Vergata University, Rome
We close this dossier on the socio-economic of SADC countries with an analysis by Prof. Leonardo Becchetti, Professor of Political Economy at ‘Tor Vergata’ University in Rome.

Professor, what are the strong points of Africa's economic system?

Micro finance and fair and solidary trade are most important for the economic system. Average yields and the profitability of micro credit organisations are lowest in Africa. Businesses and productive activities are all in negative and therefore usually need to be subsidised by private or international funds or social savers. This is not the case in other parts of the world and so economies run better with more autonomy and internal strength.

What are the main obstacles?

Fragmentation ethnic –linguistic is the main obstacle to development, as well as political inability, scarce development of social capital, lack of interpersonal and inter-ethnic trust.

In the face of Africa's great ‘gap’, what are the factors of greatest potential for development?

The continent's geographical factor of vast distances, produces high costs in infrastructures. This is why ICT Information Communication Technology can be a highly positive factor for development. Computers, mobile phones and other forms of technology, can help overcome structural restrictions. ICT offers great opportunities.

It is also important to continue diversification of foreign investments, not only from Europe and the United States. Today the presence and intervention of so-called emerging countries, such as Brazil, Russia, Mexico, China and India, is facilitating diversification and therefore the present economic crisis has only relatively ‘affected’ the African continent. Africa is not tied to any one country or geographical area. Not being dependent on only one ‘source’, means it has greater capacity to face financial and market turbulence.

Interpersonal trust is the principal variable of economic development, which makes a country take a leap forward in progress. Education is also determinant, but this factor is also insufficient. Education increases production; it has been demonstrated that there is a direct connection between production and education, and on the other it is a major factor of population control. More educated women have less children, since a child is seen as an investment and a cost, and not merely labour force, it is valorised for quality.

Can you give us other thoughts to understand the situation in Africa?

The capacity of African countries to  form cohesive regional organisations is most important both for overcoming conflicts and for increasing development. Most important too are currency areas, free trade areas with the same currency, as we have in the EU; it is necessary to overcome tribalism and nationalism. Another element which promotes development of an area is a more virtuous system of rules. We have seen this in Europe; for entry into the European Union, more virtuous rules were created and countries wishing to enter had to adapt and to grow according to these positive mechanisms, which, despite difficulties, brought real benefit for those systems.

As we said before, it is necessary to have diversification, to avoid dependence on one foreign donor, to follow multipolarity, to better absorb shocks.

What is your opinion with regard to reaching the Millennium Goals?

The financial crisis played a hard blow on the MDG; today the world has 900 million poor people, and the number is bound to grow. The World Bank has allocated money but now it is no longer sufficient. Rich countries are struggling to resolve their own difficulties. They have cut resources to combat poverty and the greenhouse effect. Global warming is another issue. Africa is paying the highest price because it has less means of protecting itself from natural calamities caused by climate change.

Do you consider foreign financial aid  a solution for the problem of under-development?

Development depends not only on the flow of foreign money, but also on the continent's unity, communications, new sources of investment. Today development depends more on international factors and less on national factors and therefore on a country's capacity to attract work and capital from the rest of the world. To do this it must create conditions for its own politico-institutional stability to give confidence to foreign investors. Despite the crisis, in Africa too something important can be done to overcome it. There is no scarcity of capital or resources but unfortunately there is great mobility of these in the individual countries because they lack support and backing, and seek elsewhere opportunities for work and growth, where it is more convenient, leaving their own country poorer in resources and human and business capacity. They must be helped to remain in their own countries, by offering them real and genuine opportunities. We see that the countries which show most growth succeeded in doing this: Mozambique, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Gabon.

How can we speak of the significance of relative and actual poverty?

Levels of poverty depend heavily on areas. In Italy, for example, 20 dollars a day might be considered a poverty line. But very often we overlook the fact that in very poor countries many goods and services for which we pay, there are practically free. They are not paid for on the market they are obtained through bartering or self consumption. Therefore we must add the value which is self consumed and self produced, we are forced to buy everything, except for a few things which are spreading also in our country, such as exchanging of children's clothes, books etc., the statistic idea of poverty does not always coincide with the real idea. Hence the need to pay attention when speaking of poverty.
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