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Introduction

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - This fourth dossier, with the presentation of the last two macro regions,  completes our socio-economic panorama of the continent of Africa. With the help of information supplied by African and international institutions, and from authoritative members of the Catholic Church and the academic world, we aim to shed light on certain aspects of life on this continent, still too often placed with the majority of its countries, at the top of world lists of social, political, economic and human ills, such as war, hunger, corruption. We also intend to reveal positive indications of hope, such as economic growth, new democratic awareness and participation, determination to be free of old ‘colonial powers’ , the great potential of Africa's human resources, its wealth of raw materials, and the power of African faith and traditions.

The member countries of the Common Market of the Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) are the following: Burundi, Comores, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Libya, Kenya, Madagascar, Rwanda, Malawi, Mauritius, Seychelles, Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe. They represent a potential market of 400 million Africans with a volume of about 32 billion dollars and 82 billion exports.

The countries of the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) are the following: Burundi, Chad, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Sao Tome and Principe, Angola, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.
The Catholic Church's missionary dynamism and commitment for justice and peace 
The problems and challenges encountered on the path towards reconciliation, justice and peace in African societies and the role in this regard of the Catholic Church in Africa, are the subject of the Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa to be held in Rome next October. As Nigerian Cardinal Francis Arinze, rightly pointed out when he presented the Lineamenta at the Holy See Press Room, on 27 June 2006,  in Rome: “ there are great differences in the situation of the Church in each of the 53 countries on the African continent. Therefore generalizations should be avoided. The following trends are notable in matters touching the inner life of the Church in African countries. Growth is a fact. Experts tell us that Africa is the continent with the highest annual percentage growth for Christianity in the world. Many more Africans get baptized each year. In some African countries seminaries and sisters’ novitiates have more candidates than they can conveniently accommodate. New parishes and dioceses get created.”

But the Church in Africa is not closed in on herself. "She shares the joys and the hopes, the problems and the challenges of the wider society in Africa. The painful situation of violence and even war in Somalia, the tragedy of Dafur and the still unresolved situations in Ivory Coast, Democratic Republic of the Congo and to some extent in the Great Lakes Region, are causes of concern. The challenge of building up a nation in harmony and peaceful development out of peoples from many ethnic groups put together as a country by colonial masters remains present, as in Nigeria. Moreover, poverty, disease and especially HIV/AIDS, are real threats and have wiped out large numbers or crippled them. At the same time, Africa in the past twelve years has recorded some good news also in these areas. Examples are a smooth passage from apartheid to democracy in the Republic of South Africa, the opposition party winning election without tears in Senegal, Ghana, Malawi and Zambia, and significant steps towards greater democratisation in several countries.” Africa more than any other area of the world is experiencing what we might call a 'third wave' of democracy, that is the advanced process of democratisation, participation and reconciliation of the people and of those who represent them in governments.

Again it must be said  “ The Catholic Church, without any pretence at having a political or economic mission, knows that she has to contribute first by preaching the Gospel to call to a conversion of hearts, respect for the rights of other people, repentance and reconciliation, forgiveness and harmony. The lay faithful are conscientized to take on their own distinctive role in bringing the spirit of Christ into the various areas of secular life” (cf Vatican II, Apostolicam Actuositatem, 2, 7; Gaudium et Spes, 43).

The coming Synod will reflect the deepest needs of the continent, resumed in the title  the Church in Africa in service to reconciliation, justice and peace "You are the salt of the earth...You are the light of the world" (Mt 5: 13-14). It will take place in Rome 4-25 October, fifteen years after the 1st such Synod for Africa, and at a time of vivacity and dynamism in evangelisation. According to the Church's Annual Book of Statistics in recent years the number of Catholics in Africa has risen by 3.1% (at a higher rate than population growth: 2.5%). By 2050, three African countries will be on the list of the world's first ten largest Catholic countries: Democratic Republic of Congo (97 million Catholics), Uganda (56 million) and Nigeria (47 million). The explosion of Catholicism in Sub Saharan Africa during the 20th century takes its place among the Catholic Church's greatest missionary feats. A Catholic population of 1.9 million in 1900, by the year 2000 had grown to 139 million (keeping in mind a growth rate of 6.7%). Almost half the number of adult baptisms in the world in recent years have been registered in Africa. The spread of Catholicism in Africa is due then to population growth but also to fruitful evangelisation. In the decade 1994-2004 Catholic faithful increased by 30.86 %. from 102,878,000 to 148,817,000. In 1994 Catholics amounted to 14.6 % of the African population, whereas in 2004 they represented almost 17 %.
Statistics demonstrate the vitality of the Catholic Church in Africa. Of course it is the responsibility of the bishops and priests to make sure that growth in quantity is accompanied with growth in quality, human, cultural and spiritual, and with sound formation of pastoral workers.
To return again to the presentation of the Lineamenta at the Holy See Press Room on 27 June 2006  in Rome, on that occasion the Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops, Archbishop Nikola Eterović, said:
1) among the positive aspects we recall the great dynamism of the Catholic Church in Africa expressed from the sociological point of view. This visible, structural dimension indicates progressive maturation within the Church despite various difficulties. One significant aspect of this vivacity of evangelisation is the missionary aspect. Particular Churches are sending growing numbers of their sons and daughters to announce the Good News in other regions of their own continent and to dioceses all over the world wherever their work is requested.

The Catholic Church continues to give priority to evangelisation announcing the Good News to near and far through liturgical celebrations, catechesis, the catechumenate, various media and especially with the example of a Christian life. The proclamation of the Gospel is accompanied by significant initiatives in the field of social promotion. All over Africa the Catholic Church is an institution which functions and as such is a point of reference not only religious but also social. The Church is committed to promoting respect for human rights, peace reconciliation and justice and the local, regional and continental level.

2) There remain however no few difficulties which the post-synodal apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Africa (issued in 1995 after the 1st Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa), describes as follows: " malnutrition, the widespread deterioration in the standard of living, the insufficiency of means for educating the young, the lack of elementary health and social services with the resulting persistence of endemic diseases, the spread of the terrible scourge of AIDS, the heavy and often unbearable burden of international debt, the horror of fratricidal wars fomented by unscrupulous arms trafficking, the shameful and pitiable spectacle of refugees and displaced persons. " (N. 114).

Sad to say, some of the above mentioned ills have increased. In a world of globalisation the continent of Africa appears to be overlooked. Its natural resources are being exploited in new ways, while most Africans live below the poverty line. As in other parts of the world we see the imposition, perhaps indirect, of a culture foreign to traditional African values.

From the economic point of view in recent years the situation of poor countries in Africa has on the whole worsened, despite the fact that the international debt of some countries has been reduced or even written off.

There are other concerning pointers in Africa regarding access to prime necessities. For example generalised access to clean water is increasingly difficult, also due to prolonged drought in certain areas. The infant death rate continues to rise; the fight against HIV/AIDS continues. The Catholic Church with her institutions is in front line to tackle these difficulties assuring education in schools and healthcare at Catholic hospitals, dispensaries, leprosy care centres, homes for the terminally ill, orphanages etc.

3) The Convocation of the Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa has mainly pastoral motivations and is inserted in the new evangelisation which the Church proposes for all peoples and therefore also for all the men and women of the vast continent of Africa.

Preparation and celebration of this important ecclesial event should help the Bishops of the particular Churches to become more familiar with the complex African reality and to present it adequately to the Church on the other continents and to the international community. Unfortunately, Africa, and the activity of the Catholic Church on that continent, are rarely present in world media. It is to be hoped that the iter of the synodal assembly may foster better awareness of the African reality at the level of the universal Church and in general in the international community in view of more active collaboration to promote concrete programmes in favour of the people and the societies in the respective countries.

4) It is to be hoped that the Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa will be a providential occasion for the Catholic Church to further intensify her evangelising mission. The particular Churches in African possess many gifts with which to enrich one another reciprocally in faith, hope and charity. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the gift of the Risen Lord Jesus, the Catholic Church has a valid contribution to make towards overcoming the great challenges of the present moment for the societies of Africa or at least to reduce their negative aspects.

Everyone agrees that good management of public affairs in two connected fields, politics and economy, is bound to give considerable positive impulse to resolving many of the chronic ills afflicting the continent. “The suffering of the African peoples – warned John Paul II -  is mainly connected with management in these two areas and in the area of culture. And this is a challenge for evangelisation of capital importance, in an Africa where life and the human person are defined by «relationship», «being with» in a fundamentally community perspective.”

We dwell briefly on the historical-political reasons for the present instability and therefore the unreliability of African institutions: the failure of post-colonial states. As the post-synodal exhortation says “it would be too simple to attribute the failure of politics in Africa to the multiethnic composition of states or the artificial frontiers inherited from colonial rule. Above ethnic differences and rivalry there exists among Africans a national ideal. Otherwise it would be impossible to explain why African peoples are so attached to their country and their history. The question is how to transform plurality into a positive, constructive, rather than a destructive factor. […] The challenge is probably good governance and the formation of a ruling class able to rediscover the best in African traditions and integrate it into principles of «government efficiency» of modern societies.” The idea and the understanding of the state in the modern western sense is something which can insert itself into the culture and the life of Africans but it should be remembered that it belongs neither to the history nor traditions of Africa composed mainly of micro-organisations such as tribes and villages, marked by dynamics and relations of a horizontal and vertical nature. The first, expressed in the organisation of small groups on the surrounding lands where the chief is, in a way, 'democratically' elected, based on social relations with other basically peaceful groups. The second, based on a more hierarchical structure with the chief having a sort of divine halo as he governs from the top down the relations of his subjects, considered his 'property’. During invasion on the part of European countries the conquerors had an easy victory over horizontal organisations with neither armies nor any aggressive or warrior mentality in the expansive sense. With hierarchically structured peoples conquest was achieved through the 'seduction' of the chief with gifts, power and corruption. Ethnic plurality is often a motive for tension in countries and in many there exists a fact, a loss of legitimacy on the part of the government in the eyes of the people who ask themselves what is the purpose of the state, and real destruction of the state on the part of whose who should be its most faithful servants. Most of the responsibility belongs to the continent's ruling class.

A glance at the situation in two macro-regions
Civil and human rights

A report issued by Freedom House, on political rights and civil freedoms clearly states that the situation in African countries is not the best. 

Some non free countries are particularly closed and illiberal (among the worst of the worst), Libya, Sudan, Equatorial Guinea and Somalia. Only slightly better, Chad, Eritrea, Zimbabwe and West Sahara. Mauritania and Central African Republic,  no longer on the list of countries with democratic elections. The sub-Saharan zone is known for being generally ruled by dictatorial and non free regimes: in addition to those above, we add Senegal, Mauritania, Burundi, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea, Namibia, Nigeria. Positive developments are registered in Zambia, Comores, Angola and Cote d'Ivoire.

Numerous the causes, but certainly persistent social tensions prevent progress thus giving rise to political disorder and armed conflict. Tribalism, border disputes, attempted expansionism lead to armed conflict, with heavy tributes in terms of human lives and exhaustion of economic resources. 

Violation of human rights in certain countries is particularly serious and persistent. Peace is often mistaken for unanimity or tranquil imposition of force, which guarantees power for a handful of men at the expense of the people. Obviously in situations of this kind, it is impossible for citizens to participate in public life and give voice to the collective opinion. This explains a tendency to non commitment and disinterest. Unless Africa creates countries with a rule of law and truly democratic governments, this situation will probably continue.

The Bishops in the Lineamenta document for the Synod denounce serious violation of human rights and dignity. “ The ravages of war are clearly an obstacle to any development process, causing the dramatic situation of refugees, a climate of suffering from conflicts and hunger, nakedness and disease, sorrow and fear, and humiliating situations which destroy the dignity of the human person created in the image and likeness of God. In fact, those in authority in most African States severely lack an awareness of the human person and the most fundamental, inalienable rights of each individual. Establishing a true democracy, one which ensures security for persons and property, is an essential condition in the development of African countries. 

Just to give two examples of incurability due to ethnic and political causes: Kenya, considered by the West one of the most important and reliable countries, for several months, after a dramatic post election period, registered high tension in the south western district of Kuria East on the Tanzanian border with, where at least 6,000 people were displaced by inter-clan fighting. Fighting between the Nyabasi and Buirege clans of the Kuria ethnic community began in late May following a cattle-rustling incident in which two people were killed. A retaliation attack that followed resulted in the death of two other people and the torching of several homes. In Central African Republic the army has been fighting parallel militia groups and tribal and clan warriors. According to a report dated May 2009 by UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston, “killing on the part of the security forces is common, impunity for abuse prevails. Police forces are incapable of protecting human rights or making these rights respected and the government, for its part, is unable and unwilling to punish violations”. These violations led to the internal displacement of over 100,000 people now living in makeshift shelters in the bush.

The army, besides being undermanned, underpaid, inadequately armed and trained, has a weakly structured command. This explains why even normal institutional forces are unable to guarantee law and order. Indeed at times they are the ones responsible for abuse, disorder and illegality. Another sad reality is the  ‘Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), a Ugandan rebel organisation formed in the mid 1980s with the declared purpose of overthrowing the government of president Yoweri Museveni, a governor with a long tradition of brutal violation of human rights. In various parts of Sub Saharan Africa there are gangs of bandits, most of them well organised and well armed,  criminals who kill, take hostages for ransom and burn homes. In the absence of effective security forces they do this in full impunity. These attacks cause thousands to abandon villages and live in precarious conditions in the bush; prevent access to fields or markets; reducing key-imports along trade routes. There is the multinational peacekeeping force for central Africa. Its job is to contribute towards lasting peace and security in the Central African Republic and to facilitate political dialogue. But it consists of only 500 soldiers and civilians who are supposed to ‘cover’ the Republic of Congo, Gabon, Chad and Cameroon. 

Socio-economic aspects 

If it is true that Africa lived a long and sad story of exploitation by others, we must say that this situation did not end with colonisation. It continues today in various new forms, crushing burdens of international debt, unfair trading conditions, toxic waste dumping and excessively strict conditions imposed by structural adaptation programmes. In June 2009 the members of the Community of Eastern Africa expressed prudence with regard to the signing of a renewal of trade agreements with the European Union. Before signing the expiring Economic Partnership Agreements (APE), the Eastern African Community (EAC), as well as the main trade groups of southern and western Africa intend to clarify some important points. The problem is not that African countries want to close their markets but that the economic powers of the rich western countries tend to have different attitudes towards Africa and towards their own markets. The United States and Europe are in front line to support free trade, opening of markets and lifting of protectionism. Developing countries in most cases are willing to follow this economic policy, despite great difficulties and tragic consequences, now evident, however their northern trading partners refuse to do the same. This means that Europe, United States and especially Japan continue to ferociously protect their own markets bending norms to their advantage while demanding African countries to open and remove all obstacles to foreign products. Developed countries have largely subsidised their own agriculture and industry at the expense of their poorer trading partners who are victims of the so-called mechanism of ‘dumping’. Exploitation of African countries, pressured to open markets to imports, while access to western markets of their products is either denied or heavily penalised, is gave hypocrisy. The African crisis has definitely been exacerbated also because of distortion of markets due to subsidies given by America and EU countries to their own national producers.
Global prosperity and stability can only be reached by rendering the world economy stronger and more equal in opportunities, so that developing economies become more resistant and less vulnerable to economic recessions. It is fundamental for advanced economies to support measures aimed to attenuate the impact of the present recession on the world's poorest people and to intensify efforts to guarantee that developing countries are able to participate in the recovery of the world economy. Advanced countries have confirmed promises and commitment in matters of volume of aid and effectiveness and consistency of development policies in the action plan approved by the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) at a high level meeting in June 2009. Major international meetings including, G8 meetings, for years have made commitments for the continent of Africa but most promises have yet to be kept. 

Another serious problem is lack of education. In most African countries, despite progress in recent years, the literacy rate is among the lowest in the world. In many countries education systems continue to deteriorate, healthcare systems are either collapsing or almost non existent. Africa's immense resources contrast with the poverty of its peoples ever more scandalous in view of masses of wealth accumulated by a few privileged persons. Faced with the totally unacceptable situation the apostolic exhortation «Ecclesia in Africa» denounces “ Africa's economic problems are compounded by the dishonesty of corrupt government leaders who, in connivance with domestic or foreign private interests, divert national resources for their own profit and transfer public funds to private accounts in foreign banks” (113).

Hence the urgency to find ways and means to foster the formation of honest politicians determined to protect the common heritage against all forms of waste and abuse.

With regard to industrial activity, this depends largely on the importation of industrial products. The number of goods and services produced in Africa is limited. To a certain extent, Africa produces things it does not consume and consumes things it does not produce.

There is also a tendency to reduce the volume of these goods and services and to lower their quality in the context of structural adaptation. In this field we see serious economic injustices: the problem of migrant workers, unjust wages and unequal contracts. Crime, drug abuse, unemployment among youth, which have reached unacceptable proportions in certain countries, are the result of these economic injustices.

The economic and social situation continues to decline accentuating the African crisis: farming methods are still generally rudimental and farm production still depends mainly on soil and climate. These factors,  which weigh heavily on domestic political difficulties, could explain the fact that the continent's food production still represents only one tenth of its needs. Unsuccessful agricultural policies result not only in difficulty to guarantee food security for the people but also consequently provokes mass movement of people from rural to urban areas, especially young people. It is important to help young people realise that urbanisation does not necessarily mean promotion of the individual. Hence the urgency for policies to develop villages and render them attractive for young people.

Irrespective of factors such as floods and droughts, the difficulties of Africa's agriculture have been the same for years and it is increasingly difficult to reach objectives to increase production rates in order to diminish food imports, reverse the tendency of diminishing exports, improve food security and fight poverty effectively especially in rural areas with the creation of new opportunities for work. Africa is the only net food products importer continent. Rising prices of food and fuel in 2008 produced millions more hungry people. In many African countries the main activity is small subsistence farming, penalised by both local government inactivity and economy liberalisation. The principal obstacles are lack of infrastructures and insufficient political will. To mention only one aspect, governments and pan-African bodies are behind with regard to the integration of regional markets, for example the market of the Guinean gulf or the Sahel region, to better exploit complementarity among the different countries.

Economic problems are also connected with the question of the arms trade, the scandal which sows death in Africa. Warmongers and arms traders intend to keep Africa in a state of war for economic and geopolitical motives. 

Death is sown in Africa by powerful interests which rule the world, and whose principal actors are elsewhere. This led the African bishops to speak of “proxy wars” to make it clear that African destroy each other's countries and kill one another for the interests and profit 'of others'. The arms trade flourishes thanks to exacerbated ethnic tension and divisions.

Facts and Figures

Below is a table showing the percentage of people who according to the World Bank live below the poverty line 

	
	
	poverty line
	

	
	
	Population below poverty line (%)
	 

	
	
	Year of research
	
	Below  $1
	
	below $2
	 

	
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	Benin
	2003
	
	47.3
	
	73.7
	 

	
	Botswana
	1994
	
	31.2
	
	…
	 

	
	Burkina Faso
	2003
	
	56.5
	
	81.0
	 

	
	Burundi
	2006
	
	81.3
	
	87.6
	 

	
	Cameroon
	2001
	
	32.8
	
	50.6
	 

	
	Cape Verde
	2001
	
	20.6
	
	...
	 

	
	Central African Republic
	2003
	
	62.4
	
	...
	 

	
	Chad
	2003
	
	61.9
	
	...
	 

	
	Comores
	2004
	
	46.1
	
	...
	 

	
	Congo  
	2005
	
	54.1
	
	...
	 

	
	Congo Dem. Rep.
	2006
	
	59.2
	
	...
	 

	
	Cote d'Ivoire
	2002
	
	23.3
	
	48.8
	 

	
	Djibouti
	2002
	
	18.8
	
	...
	 

	
	Egypt
	2005
	
	2.0
	
	43.9
	 

	
	Equatorial Guinea
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Eritrea
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Ethiopia
	2005
	
	39.0
	
	77.8
	 

	
	Gabon
	2005
	
	4.8
	
	...
	 

	
	Gambia
	2003
	
	34.3
	
	82.9
	 

	
	Ghana
	2006
	
	30.0
	
	78.5
	 

	
	Guinea  
	2003
	
	70.1
	
	50.2
	 

	
	Guinea Bissau
	2002
	
	48.8
	
	96.7
	 

	
	Kenya
	2005
	
	19.7
	
	58.3
	 

	
	Lesotho
	2003
	
	43.4
	
	56.1
	 

	
	Liberia
	2007
	
	83.7
	
	...
	 

	
	Libya
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Madagascar
	2005
	
	67.8
	
	85.1
	 

	
	Malawi
	2004
	
	73.9
	
	76.1
	 

	
	Mali
	2006
	
	51.4
	
	90.6
	 

	
	Mauritania
	2000
	
	21.2
	
	63.1
	 

	
	Mauritius
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Morocco
	2007
	
	2.5
	
	14.3
	 

	
	Mozambique
	2003
	
	74.7
	
	78.4
	 

	
	Namibia
	2004
	
	32.8
	
	55.8
	 

	
	Niger
	2005
	
	65.9
	
	85.3
	 

	
	Nigeria
	2004
	
	64.4
	
	90.8
	 

	
	Rwanda
	2000
	
	57.0
	
	83.7
	 

	
	São Tome and Principe
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Senegal
	2005
	
	33.5
	
	63.0
	 

	
	Seychelles
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Sierra Leone
	2003
	
	53.4
	
	74.5
	 

	
	Somalia
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	South Africa
	2000
	
	26.2
	
	34.1
	 

	
	Sudan
	...
	
	...
	
	...
	 

	
	Swaziland
	2001
	
	62.9
	
	22.5
	 

	
	Tanzania
	2000
	
	88.5
	
	89.9
	 

	
	Togo
	2006
	
	38.7
	
	...
	 

	
	Tunisia
	2000
	
	2.6
	
	6.6
	 

	
	Uganda
	2005
	
	51.5
	
	...
	 

	
	Zambia
	2004
	
	64.3
	
	94.1
	 

	
	Zimbabwe
	2004
	 
	61.9
	 
	...
	 


We give below an African Development Bank table on the situation of school attendance: primary, secondary and young people aged 15 to 24, in reference to the 100 level, and expected levels in 2015, according to the Millennium Development Goals.
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More worrying facts are supplied with regard to maternal mortality. 
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One last general aspect for concern regards access to clean water which represents not only a vital natural resource, but also a fundament factor for development, social harmony and civilisation. A FAO statement issued in March 2009, stated that in Africa, more than 300 million people have no access to clean water and more than 500 million have no access to basic medical-sanitary services, and this causes millions of deaths, mainly of young children due to water connected illnesses. Hospital beds in Africa and in other developing countries all over the world are full of children with pathologies connected with water. In Southern Sudan one out of every seven children dies before the age of five from some water connected illness.
In March 2009 a World Bank report on African Development Indicators ADI 2009, presented the situation and opportunities for growth and development on the continent examining social, educative, economic and political factors.

In the 54 countries of Africa a crushing percentage of people have no access to clean water or hygienic-sanitary services. This threatens the possibility of reaching any one of the eight MDG since they are all connected in some way with water resources. “In Africa are being reached, wherever there is a fair and sustainable use and management of water resources, millennium goals, to alleviate poverty, foster socio-economic development, regional cooperation and environment protection. What is needed is more will to build new partnerships, intensify commitment, increase transparency and responsibility, to tackle climate change and environmental decline, develop resources and work together to guarantee access to clean water and hygienic-sanitary services to everyone in Africa - and therefore reach the Millennium Development Goals.”

Another important factor is the population. The high birth rate in Africa and an ever younger population is bound to lead to increased social pressure for the creation of jobs in the decades ahead. In the world today young people, aged 15-24 represent 18 per cent of the whole population or 1.2 billion. Of this 1.2 billion, 87% lives in developing countries. Africa has about 200 million people in this age group, representing 20 per cent of the population but this percentage is bound to rise because 42 per cent of Africans are under 15 years of age . “To find a productive occupation for 200 million Africans aged  15 to 24 is certainly one of the greatest challenges facing the continent”, said Obiageli Ezekwesili, World Bank Vice President for the Region Africa. In Africa, three out of five of all unemployed persons are young people (ILO 2006) and an average 72% of the young population lives on less than 2 dollars a day. Moreover, about 70% of this young population is concentrated in rural areas. Here are some indicators:

• young people form 37% of the working age population but 60% of the total number of unemployed.

• young people start work early (one quarter of children aged 5-14 work), especially in rural areas.

• young people work mainly in agriculture, where they represent il 65% of the total employment.

• Unemployment among urban youth is high, where as underemployment is diffused in rural areas.

• young women work longer hours than young men, are at a greater risk of unemployment and exclusion from the labour force. They face difficult challenges such as early motherhood and lack of opportunities for education and work.

• young people in post-war times face specific problems having being deprived of instruction, and grown up in situations of violence, some of them even as combatants.

Employment for youth is a challenge for all African countries, regardless of the situation of socio-economic development. Demographic factors such as absence of work experience, difficult access to education and formation, and lack of organisation to guarantee needs must be tackled with policies and programmes removing the barriers which stop young people from joining the labour force.

The report also highlights the value of the resource which young people are for their country and the need to help them enter the labour market which is a fundamental presupposition for eradicating poverty and promoting sustainable development. 

In countries which have been spared violent conflict, employment of youth is a preliminary condition for eliminating poverty, for promoting sustainable development and lasting peace. The percentage of unemployed youth is very high in certain countries: 83% in Uganda, 68% in Zimbabwe, and 56% in Burkina Faso. A total 72% of young African live on less than 2 dollars a day.


Important information on refugees and internally displaced persons supplied by UNHCR shows that at the end of 2008, per region, refugees were distributed as follows:

Central Africa and Great Lakes: 1,006,000 refugees: 95,200persons or 8.6% less than at the beginning of 2008.

West Africa and the Horn of Africa: 763,900: 51,300 persons or 6.3% less than at the beginning of 2008.

Southern Africa: 161,100:  19,900 persons or 11.0% less than at the beginning of 2008.

In West Africa: 175,300: here there has been an increase of 6 00 refugees + 0.3% compared with the beginning of 2008

Total Africa (excluding North Africa): 2,106,300:  165,800 refugees or 7.3% less than at the beginning of 2008

School drop out and early maternity are serious problems among young people all over Africa, with a substantial impact on the capacity for development, the work market and making a career. In rural areas young women work longer hours than men. They have less capital in the form of competence, knowledge and skills, of saving and credit, more difficulty to access networks of business and information. Unemployment is serious in both rural and urban areas.

In most African countries the challenges facing young people area amplified by armed conflict and also by discrimination due to sex, ethnic origin, race, culture or family situation. Young women are more likely to be unemployed than young men but young women work longer hours than men, especially in household chores. Nevertheless young people are the greatest resource and opportunity for a continent such as Africa. This opportunity has been grasped by South East Asia with appropriate policies which have helped it become an economically advanced region in continual growth. In this perspective is it not surprising that agriculture can be one of the most promising occupations for young people. More investments are need for water systems, research, better use of seeds and fertilisers and modern farming methods are necessary to turn subsistence farming into income productivity. 

To expand opportunities for rural labour the World Bank indicates five key recommendations: (1) render agriculture attractive to young people; (2) introduce better methods of production and marketing, support for rural infrastructures and diversification; (3) more investments for irrigation, and management of water resources; (4) increase rural public services; and (5) explore the immense potential of the non agricultural job sector and the creation of wealth. 

Ulterior indications come from the World Bank. On the background of general growth on the continent in recent years, the level of economic life and social development remains divergent. Consequently member country demands differ considerably: medium income countries (MIC) have made progress, but they must be able to compete in a global market, increasingly without the trade preferences protection. In order to succeed they must improve economic competitiveness, increase productivity, especially improving infrastructures, basic knowledge and human capital. At the same time MIC must continue to fight pockets of poverty and increase access to products and services to meet their needs.

Low income countries are increasingly different, some are making good progress and aspire to MIC status, whereas others advance more slowly. Some benefit from rising prices of prime necessities and intend to use income to update and expand infrastructures and basic services. Low income countries need significant investment to improve competitiveness and diversification of their economies, in order to better absorb external shocks. They also need to improve investments in order to face climate change, promote development in the private sector and develop institutional capacity and meet the challenges of disease and climate change.

One most important opportunity for development should be the increase and improvement of agricultural production. The agricultural sector prevails in most developing countries, which are poor countries. The concept of development is not connected only with robust industrialisation, just as the presence of a high GDI deriving from the agricultural sector does not implicate a cause of under-development. Very often the concept of a country with a prevailing agricultural sector is that of 'rural poverty'. There exist examples of countries, such as New Zealand, which have made the agricultural sector the main source of national wealth. The causes of under-development must therefore be sought in low productivity of labour, high rate of hidden effective unemployment in the rural sector and underemployment.

The agricultural sector therefore cannot be considered a sector to be abandoned to its destiny during a country's programme of development: first of all because most of the population is active in this sector, and secondly, subsistence goods for workers in the industrial sector must be provided. To avoid having recourse to massive imports of agricultural products from other countries which weighs heavily on the balance of payments, the agricultural sector must be revitalised to produce a diminishing labour force, due to the effect of labour force moving to industrial or tertiary sector.
The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
COMESA’s vision is to “be a fully integrated, internationally competitive regional economic community with high standards of living for all its people ready to merge into an African Economic Community” 

Its mission to “endeavour to achieve sustainable economic and social progress in all Member States through increased co-operation and integration in all fields of development particularly in trade, customs and monetary affairs, transport, communication and information, technology, industry and energy, gender, agriculture, environment and natural resources”, the Secretariat was guided to develop its specific Mission Statement as follows:

“To provide excellent technical services to COMESA in order to facilitate the region’s sustained development through economic integration”. COMESA's core values were defined as follows: The Secretariat believes in satisfying its customers It delivers services with professionalism, integrity and innovation.  It believes in quality leadership, teamwork and respect for each other in an enabling environment.  t cares for the environment and upholds its social responsibility “ 

The Mission and Values Statements on their own are not sufficient to ensure an efficient and effective service delivery. They have to be linked to the strategy of the Secretariat which is building excellence into every process of the organisation through: Creation of a participatory environment which allows and encourages every staff to contribute to the development of the organisation either individually or in teams;  Enhancement staff competencies through continuous improvement; Establishment of economical, efficient and effective systems and procedures; and  Effective and efficient communication.

 The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa traces its genesis to the mid 1960s. The idea of regional economic co-operation received considerable impetus from the buoyant and optimistic mood that characterised the post-independence period in most of Africa. The mood then was one of pan-African solidarity and collective self-reliance born of a shared destiny. It was under these circumstances that, in 1965, the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) convened a ministerial meeting of the then newly independent states of Eastern and Southern Africa to consider proposals for the establishment of a mechanism for the promotion of sub-regional economic integration. The meeting, which was held in Lusaka, Zambia, recommended the creation of an Economic Community of Eastern and Central African states.

An Interim Council of Ministers, assisted by an Interim Economic Committee of officials, was subsequently set up to negotiate the treaty and initiate programmes on economic co-operation, pending the completion of negotiations on the treaty.

In 1978, at a meeting of Ministers of Trade, Finance and Planning in Lusaka, the creation of a sub-regional economic community was recommended, beginning with a sub-regional preferential trade area which would be gradually upgraded over a ten-year period to a common market until the community had been established. To this end, the meeting adopted the "Lusaka Declaration of Intent and Commitment to the Establishment of a Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa" (PTA) and created an Inter-governmental Negotiating Team on the Treaty for the establishment of the PTA. The meeting also agreed on an indicative time-table for the work of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Team. After the preparatory work had been completed a meeting of Heads of State and Government was convened in Lusaka on 21st December 1981 at which the Treaty establishing the PTA was signed. The Treaty came into force on 30th September 1982 after it had been ratified by more than seven signatory states as provided for in Article 50 of the Treaty. The PTA was established to take advantage of a larger market size, to share the region's common heritage and destiny and to allow greater social and economic co-operation, with the ultimate objective being to create an economic community. The PTA Treaty envisaged its transformation into a Common Market and, in conformity with this, the Treaty establishing the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, COMESA, was signed on 5th November 1993 in Kampala, Uganda and was ratified a year later in Lilongwe, Malawi on 8th December 1994. The necessity of a common market was apparent:

Up until the late 1980s and early 1990s most COMESA countries followed an economic system which involved the state in nearly all aspects of production, distribution and marketing, leaving the private sector to play a minor economic role. This system promoted import substitution and subsidised consumption.

The inefficiencies inherent in this system contributed significantly to the economic decline of the PTA/COMESA region. For example, by the mid 1990s:

· Gross domestic investment had fallen consistently for 20 years to a level below a minimum investment ratio of the required 20% of GDP needed to cover depreciation and repair costs; foreign direct investment (FDI) in Africa was negligible, at approximately 1 per cent of GDP, representing 0.8 per cent of all FDI and 2.1 per cent of FDI going into all developing countries. 

· The share of exports from sub-Saharan Africa in world exports declined from 2.5% in 1970 to 1% in 1990, while its share in developing country exports declined from 13.2% to 4.9% in the same period. 

· External debt of the COMESA region had, by the early 1990s, increased twenty-fold since 1970. Debt service ratios, which in 1970 were insignificant, averaged 45 per cent of export earnings in 1989-90, making the region one of the most heavily indebted in the world. The aggregate external debt owed by sub-Saharan Africa, including South Africa, was US$318 billion in 1994, compared to external financing to all African countries of about US$15 billion in 1996. 

· Although industrial output grew in the 1960s and 1970s, this was followed by a sharp decline as a result of entrenched structural rigidities, weak inter-industry and inter-sectoral linkages, lack of access to advanced technologies and poor institutional and physical infrastructure. The African continent's share of world manufacturing value added (MVA) rose from 0.7 per cent in 1970 to 1 per cent in 1982 and fell to 0.8 per cent in 1994.

Thus from 1960 up until the mid-1990s, the economic growth of the COMESA region averaged 3.2 per cent a year, a figure marginally above the level of the region's population growth. By 1993, this region of about 280 million people then (excluding Egypt), which had more than doubled its population since independence, had a total GDP of around US$90 billion, and included fifteen of the twenty-three States classified as Least Developed Countries (LDC's) by the United Nations.

Some Fundamental Principles Enshrined in the COMESA Treaty 

· Equality and interdependence of member States 

· Solidarity and collective self-reliance 

· Non-aggression between member States 

· Recognition, promotion and protection of fundamental human rights 

· Commitment to the principles of liberty, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law 

· Maintenance of peace and stability through the promotion and strengthening of good neighbourliness 

· Commitment to peaceful settlement of disputes among member States 

· Promotion and sustenance of and accountable and just democratic system of governance

Strategic Options

There are generally three recognised approaches to integration: Market Integration, Production or Project-directed Integration, and Development Integration. The Market Integration approach focuses on the integration of markets through, principally, trade liberalisation by way of removal of both tariff and non-tariff barriers to commercial interaction and investment. This approach aims at achieving full economic co-operation through a gradual process starting with the creation of a free trading zone, followed by the establishment of a common market and ending with an economic community. The Production or Project-directed approach focuses mainly on the co-ordinated planning and implementation of productive activities. The Development Integration approach has elements of both production and market integration approaches, but emphasises equitable development through compensatory and corrective initiatives.

The attainment of full integration and the implementation of complete COMESA mandate under the Treaty is viewed as a long term objective. In the short to medium term the emphasis in programme focus will be trade development and investment, specifically, the elimination of impediments to trade and investment.

In COMESA's strategy of trade, investment and development integration, the private sector will play a central role. The Secretariat will work together with governments in COMESA to create the space and environment where the private sector can play its rightful role as the main driver of the economic integration process.

A four-stage programme towards the establishment of a Monetary Union by the year 2025 was approved by the Authority of Heads of State and Government in 1992. The stages in these programme are the following:

· stage one 1992 - 1996: consolidation of existing instruments of Monetary Co-operation and implementation of policy measures aimed at achieving macroeconomic convergence; 

· stage two 1997 - 2000: introduction of limited currency convertibility and informal exchange rate union; 

· stage three 2000 - 2024: formal exchange rate union and co-ordination of economic policies by a common monetary institution; 

stage four 2025: full Monetary Union involving the use of one common currency issued by a common Central Bank.
The Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS)

ECCAS was instituted on 18 October 1983 but began to function only in 1985, due to financial difficulties (unpaid membership quotas) and the conflict in the Great Lakes region. War in the Democratic Republic of Congo caused further division, as did fighting on opposite fronts between Rwanda and Angola. ECCAS aims to reach collective autonomy, raise the living standards of its people and maintain economic stability by means of harmonious cooperation. Its finality is to institute a Common Market for Central African countries. ECCAS member countries are: Burundi, Chad, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Sao Tomé e Principe, Angola, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon.

Four priority fields for the organization have been identified: 

· to develop capacities to maintain peace, security and stability, which are essential prerequisites for economic and social development; 

· to develop physical, economic and monetary integration; 

· to develop a culture of human integration; and 

· to establish an autonomous financing mechanism for ECCAS. 

The following agreements were concluded as appendices to the ECCAS Treaty : 

Protocol on the Rules of Origin for Products to be Traded between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Non-Tariff Trade Barriers; Protocol on the Re-Export of Goods within the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Transit and Transit Facilities; Protocol on Customs Cooperation within the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on the Fund for Compensation for Loss of Revenue; Protocol on Freedom of Movement and Rights of Establishment of Nationals of Member States within the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on the Clearing House for the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Cooperation in Agricultural Development Between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States;  Protocol on Cooperation in Industrial Development between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States;  Protocol on Cooperation in Transport and Communications Between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Cooperation in Science and Technology Between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States;  Protocol on Energy Cooperation between Member States Of the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Cooperation in Natural Resources between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States;  Protocol on Cooperation in the Development of Human Resources, Education, Training and Culture between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on Cooperation in Tourism between Member States of the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on the Simplification and Harmonization of Trade Documents and Procedures within the Economic Community of Central African States; Protocol on the Situation of Landlocked, Semi-Landlocked, Island, Part-Island and/or Least Advanced Countries
Conclusion

Treaties of all the macro regions laid emphasis, in theory, on the desire for economic and political integration and reciprocal help. It is to be hoped that these principals and open political and economic visions may be realised for the good of these peoples. We should recall, as one last fact, that Africa has an enormous quantity of resources which it must learn to use for the development of its people. Africa has 42% of the world's bauxite, 38% uranium, 42% of the world's gold reserves, 73% of the platinum, 88% of the diamonds. The continent has enormous reserves of nonferrous metals, chrome (44%), manganese (82%), cobalt (55%), vanadium (95%). Despite this abundance of resources there is little evidence that raw materials are transformed with justice and equity. This wealth so far has not produced due economic benefits. On the contrary. There is more poverty and injustice precisely in those countries which are richer in natural resources, as if there were a direct relation between natural resources and social poverty and underdevelopment. According to the World Bank, between 1969 and 1990, developing countries with little or scarce natural resources registered 2-3 times more growth than those with more resources. It is necessary to have mechanisms of control to prevent exploitation; to have transparency to prevent corruption; to have integration to balance different potentials and shortages in individual countries, to invert this tendency and guarantee for the black continent a better future. Europe, behind compared with China, the United States India, now appears to  realise the potential of Africa. Advanced economies are now 'invading' the lands of Africa. It is up to the responsibility of the Africans, in primis, and to international institutions to guarantee fair and equal dynamics and rules to prevent even more dramatic forms of exploitation and disparity.

Interview with Prof. Umberto Triulzi, Full Professor of Political Economy at La Sapienza University in Rome

Prof. Triulzi, how do you see the situation in Africa?

The economic crisis is a major obstacle for the development of Africa. In recent decades the continent gave positive signs of growth. Today this growth is slowing down considerably as a result of less demand from our advanced countries and less foreign investment. Poverty is a social ill which renders the situation on the continent explosive. A few positive signals came from the G20 in London, where commitments were made to encourage development and redefine international institutions in order to promote development.

What is your opinion of institutions ‘managed’ by Africans?

Unfortunately structures such as the Bank of Africa are still very much behind in organisation and efficiency and intervention capacity. This weakness is widespread in Africa and concerns structures at various levels. Africa's institutions need reform: more democracy, more effective initiatives, although it should be remembered that many dramatic and problematic situations in Africa are the result of shortsightedness and bad policies on the part of advanced countries.

What other obstacles and problems face Africa?

Another major obstacle is the lack or the scarcity of coordination among the actors of development. In particular the European Union can and must play a more central role. Africa needs help if aid is to be effective and contributions are to reach their destination instead of being trapped in the red tape of bureaucracy, or worse, used to line the pockets of a handful of corrupt politicians. It is our fault if they have matured badly.

Do you see any alternative solutions for the present situation?

We must help reinvent the development model, we cannot simply transplant our model in a context so different from our own.

Micro-credit can be a useful and profitable means of supporting the African system, especially because it can help certain categories, women for example, to exist from situations of marginalisation and mere subsistence.

________________________________________________________________________________
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