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Introduction

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) - With this dossier we continue our presentation of the principal African institutions which aim to support and help member countries improve their socio-economic situations and to render their voice loud and clear at the international level, and in this gives us a general picture of certain large geographical areas of the continent. Fighting to eradicate poverty is not only the first of the Millennium Development Goals, it is a duty of justice for everyone and a factor which helps safeguard the life of every citizen, peaceful co-existence and harmony in society and in relations between different, because as John Paul II said in his Message for World Day of Peace 1993, "I would like to call attention to the threat to peace posed by poverty, especially when it becomes destitution ”. 

Poverty is often among the factors which favour or aggravate conflict, including armed conflict. Conflict, in turn, worsen, situations of poverty. “ Our world also shows increasing evidence of another grave threat to peace:  - wrote John Paul II - many individuals and indeed whole peoples are living today in conditions of extreme poverty. The gap between rich and poor has become more marked, even in the most economically developed nations. This is a problem which the conscience of humanity cannot ignore, since the conditions in which a great number of people are living are an insult to their innate dignity and as a result are a threat to the authentic and harmonious progress of the world community.

We will consider Institutions which group together certain countries of Africa in macro-regions. We will try to offer an overall presentation of the status of these countries supplying reliable data to clarify the situation and the difficulties of these states, using as sources the same Institutions, when possible, as well as UN agencies, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
The Magisterium of the Pope and the tragedy of hunger 
On the solemnity of Corpus Christi in 2009, the Holy Father Benedict XVI turned his thoughts to “ the hundreds of millions of people who are suffering from hunger. This is an absolutely unacceptable situation that even after the efforts of recent decades is proving difficult to reduce.” He said this in view of  the United Nations Conference on the economic and financial crisis and on its impact on development held from 24 to 26 of June in New York. The Pontiff wished to emphasise once again the Catholic Church's attention for the tragic plight of millions of innocent oeioke and the duty of international institutions, the United Nations especially. “ I therefore hope - he said after the Angelus prayer  - that on the occasion of the upcoming UN Conference and at the headquarters of international institutions provisions shared by the whole of the international community will be made, as well as those strategic decisions, sometimes far from easy to accept but which are necessary in order to assure basic foodstuffs and a dignified life to one and all, in the present and in the future.. I invoke the spirit of wisdom and human solidarity upon the participants in the Conference, as well as on those responsible for public affairs and for the future of the planet, so that the current crisis may be turned into an opportunity that is capable of focussing greater attention on the dignity of every human person and of promoting a fair distribution of decision-making power and resources, with special attention to the number of poor people, which is unfortunately constantly increasing.” 

At the same time in Rome the FAO presented its annual report on World Hunger. A tragic record will be reached in 2009: 1.02 billion people hungry in the world. An FAO press statement said. The most recent increase in hunger is not the consequence of poor global harvests but is caused by the world economic crisis that has resulted in lower incomes and increased unemployment. This has reduced access to food by the poor.  "A dangerous mix of the global economic slowdown combined with stubbornly high food prices in many countries has pushed some 100 million more people than last year into chronic hunger and poverty," said FAO Director-General Jacques Diouf. "The silent hunger crisis — affecting one sixth of all of humanity — poses a serious risk for world peace and security. We urgently need to forge a broad consensus on the total and rapid eradication of hunger in the world and to take the necessary actions." "The present situation of world food insecurity cannot leave us indifferent," he added. Poor countries, Diouf stressed, "must be given the development, economic and policy tools required to boost their agricultural production and productivity. Investment in agriculture must be increased because for the majority of poor countries a healthy agricultural sector is essential to overcome poverty and hunger and is a pre-requisite for overall economic growth."

This has been described as ‘the greatest scandal of our times'. Indeed FAO says that agriculture today would be able to feed twelve billion people. Whereas instead every five seconds a child dies of hunger. The challenge is access to food. And the responsibility belongs to this “ cannibal world order”, according to UN councillor for human rights Jean Ziegler, because it is  “constructed by the oligarchy of financial capital. This world order is homicidal and absurd, it kills for no reason.”

 In the past twelve months much has been said about the financial crisis and its serious consequences on real economy, but it affects mainly the disinherited: people in Brazil's favelas, in the slums of Nairobi. FAO supplies shocking figures on the increase in hunger. In the geography of the hungry, we see in first place Asia-Oceania, with 642 million men, women and children: an exorbitant number which must be compared with a population of four billion. Sad to say the highest percent goes once again the Sub Saharan Africa where 265 million people, one third of the population, are hungry. To follow Latin America with 53 million, North Africa and the Middle East with 42 million.

Benedict XVI, in a letter dated 30 March addressed to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown on occasion of the G20 summit in London on 2 April 2009, recalled that  the aim of this meeting was " to coordinate, with urgency, measures necessary to stabilise financial markets and to enable companies and families to weather this period of deep recession, as well as to restore sustainable growth in the world economy and to reform and substantially strengthen systems of global governance, in order to ensure that such a crisis is not repeated in the future." The Pontiff also expressed “the Catholic Church’s appreciation, as well as my own, for the meeting’s noble objectives. Such objectives arise from the conviction, shared by all the participating Governments and international organisations, that the way out of the current global crisis can only be reached together, avoiding solutions marked by any nationalistic selfishness or protectionism."
The Pope had just returned from his first Apostolic Visit to Africa, where, he said “ had the opportunity to see at first hand the reality of severe poverty and marginalization, which the crisis risks aggravating dramatically. I was also able to witness the extraordinary human resources with which that Continent is blessed and which can be offered to the whole world.” The Pope put his finger once again on the absence of representatives of poor or developing countries in places where planetary decisions are made. Sub Saharan Africa is present as one State in some regional bodies. “ This situation must prompt a profound reflection among the Summit participants, since those whose voice has least force in the political scene are precisely the ones who suffer most from the harmful effects of a crisis for which they do not bear responsibility. Furthermore, in the long run, it is they who have the most potential to contribute to the progress of everyone.” He continues to emphasise the role of major international organisations, aware that only these can offer fair indications taken after listening to every voice. “ It is necessary, therefore, to turn to the multilateral mechanisms and structures which form part of the United Nations and its associated organisations, in order to hear the voices of all countries and to ensure that measures and steps taken at G20 meetings are supported by all.” How could he fail to underline the factor of human responsibility, in good and in evil, of the present crisis. The human person must always be at the centre of attention and possible solutions.  “ At the same time, I would like to note a further reason for the need for reflection at the Summit. Financial crises are triggered when – partially due to the decline of correct ethical conduct – those working in the economic sector lose trust in its modes of operating and in its financial systems. Nevertheless, finance, commerce and production systems are contingent human creations which, if they become objects of blind faith, bear within themselves the roots of their own downfall. Their true and solid foundation is faith in the human person. For this reason all the measures proposed to rein in this crisis must seek, ultimately, to offer security to families and stability to workers and, through appropriate regulations and controls, to restore ethics to the financial world. The current crisis has raised the spectre of the cancellation or drastic reduction of external assistance programmes, especially for Africa and for less developed countries elsewhere. Development aid, including the commercial and financial conditions favourable to less developed countries and the cancellation of the external debt of the poorest and most indebted countries, has not been the cause of the crisis and, out of fundamental justice, must not be its victim.”

As we said before, this year, according to FAO, mainly due to contemporaneous shocks of the economic crisis and high food prices, the number of people suffering from hunger in the world has grown to 11%. And sad to say almost all these undernourished people live in developing countries. 

This situation of hunger, we saw, is due not to drought or poor harvests, but solely to the perverse mechanism of unbridled finance and market without morals or rules for the common good. Speculation on basic food and the production of bio-fuels, are two of the principal causes of growing hunger. Today people in poor countries spend 60% of their income on food. According to Jacques Diouf, “the present crisis is a serious threat to world peace.”  Again, in the same letter, the Pope wrote: “ If a key element of the crisis is a deficit of ethics in economic structures, the same crisis teaches us that ethics is not “external” to the economy but “internal” and that the economy cannot function if it does not bear within it an ethical component. Accordingly, renewed faith in the human person, which must shape every step towards the solution of the crisis, will be best put into practice through a courageous and generous strengthening of international cooperation, capable of promoting a truly humane and integral development. Positive faith in the human person, and above all faith in the poorest men and women – of Africa and other regions of the world affected by extreme poverty – is what is needed if we are truly to come through the crisis once and for all, without turning our back on any region, and if we are definitively to prevent any recurrence of a situation similar to that in which we find ourselves today.” This shows that the fight against poverty calls for cooperation on both the economic and political level to enable the international community, poor countries especially, to identify and enact coordinated solutions to these problems and achieve and effective picture for the economy.

From the first to the second Special Synod for Africa

With regard to the social situations and other problems in Africa, in the Lineamenta, prepared in view of the Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa in October in Rome, we read legge che la Chiesa non può “ something must also be said, however, about the many worrisome situations decried in the Apostolic Exhortation. Over the years, these have only worsened, foreboding an uncertain future: "the widespread deterioration in the standard of living, insufficient means for educating the young, the lack of elementary health and social services with the resulting persistence of endemic diseases, the spread of the terrible scourge of AIDS, the heavy and often unbearable burden of the international debt, the horror of fratricidal wars fomented by unscrupulous arms trafficking, and the shameful, pitiable spectacle of refugees and displaced persons”, call for deep commitment. Words of firm condemnation for “ dreadful massacres which have occurred in some places in Africa”. Many try to ascertain the causes of wars in Africa. Some say there are too many young people, others say young countries have still to reach complete independence from former colonisers; others blame ethnic and tribal rivalry. Whatever the case, most of the wars in the world are being fought in Africa and most of these wars go unnoticed by world public opinion.

The Catholic Church wishes to be present and active in the fight against poverty and injustice, challenged continually by “ numbers and indications which are a constant reminder of difficulties, for example, as the infant mortality rate continues to grow. After more than ten years, the constant deterioration of revenues persists in some of the poorest countries of Africa. Access to clean water is still very difficult for many. Generally speaking, the great majority of African people live in a state of want for basic goods and services.” One deep lying evil is Africa's dependence on western nations. “ Today's situation in Africa cannot fail to touch consciences. In these times, Africa more than ever is dependent on rich countries, and is more vulnerable than any other continent to their manoeuvring aimed at giving with one hand and taking back twofold with the other, and at keeping a strong hold on the development of the political, economic, social and even cultural life of African countries.” The Bishops denounce the absence of justice and scarcity of attention on the part of the media, international bodies, and public opinion “ In constructing the world, Africa is deliberately left out, being only remembered when its miseries need to be displayed or exploited. So what must be done to give a glimmer of hope to the barrier which looms in Africa's socio-economic horizon?", the Bishops ask.
The social context of Africa has changed considerably since the first special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa in 1994. Although generally speaking the fundamental human problems remain, some positive factors are promising for the future of the continent. A new era and a timid new beginning of a democratic culture, and elections all over Africa are among the most positive signs in recent decades. The Catholic Church's desire to remain impartial in political affairs during processes of transition in various countries was warmly applauded and appreciated. African leaders are increasingly aware of the historical responsibility for conflicts, caused by elections (signs of political growth towards the creation of a rule of law). Furthermore the creation of the African Union and the New Partnership for African Development  (NEPAD) can be welcomed as a sign of political will to offer a strategic vision and picture to enable Africa to emerge from poverty and marginalisation in a general movement of globalisation.

As it was said in the presentation of the Instrumentum laboris “this shows that the situation of dehumanisation and oppression afflicting the peoples of Africa is not irreversible; on the contrary it is a  challenge for each and all, the challenge for conversion, holiness and integrity.”
An overall view of North and West Africa
During the last Assembly in June 2009 of the Regional Bishops' Conference of Northern Africa Conférence Episcopale Régionale du Nord de l’Afrique (CERNA), the Bishops discussed guidelines for pastoral care, “Pastoral care for students, the role of religious communities, participation at the 2nd Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, theology of mission. According to Fides New Service, with regard to Catholic students from Sub Saharan Africa studying at Northern African universities the Bishops discussed how the local Church can help form these future leaders of their own country and how to support them “in their responsibility to be the face of the Church in an essentially Muslim university world ”. Every northern African diocese strives to offer human and spiritual assistance and formation to these people to help them mature as committed lay Catholics in their own countries and in their own local Churches. The Bishops underlined the importance of the presence and the activity of religious communities. “We register many departures due to ageing ” - say the Bishops of CERNA in their final statement- but we are happy to see the arrival of new communities from many different continents; they accept to come to continue our ecclesial presence in this region”. These religious communities, the Bishops say, have accepted the challenge of inculturation in the Maghreb, they learn the language, they learn more about Islam, and about the spiritual tradition of the local Churches marked by figures such as Charles de Foucauld. During the meeting the CERNA Bishops also discussed participation of their delegates at the 2nd Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, in Rome this coming October. The Bishop participants will report to the Synod on specific challenges in the region: Christian-Muslim dialogue, pastoral care for students and migrants and cultural differences.

The situation in Northern African countries is quite different from the rest of the continent, mainly due to cultural and religious elements but also economic factors, connected with oil. The countries in the area are Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Sudan and Egypt.

According to the United Nations, Northern Africa's population in 2005 was 189,562,000 and is expected to grow by 8.8% to reach 206,295,000 by the year 2010. This population is 98% Muslim. Islam spread in these parts for religious and economic reasons in the 7th century. After conquering the Arabian peninsula, nomad Arab tribesmen, strongly determined in their religious beliefs to install monotheism in every known region, pushed westward and soon conquered the lands of North Africa. The whole area was Islamised. And still today every sector of society is heavily impregnated with Islam.

Western African countries in 2005 had a total population of 272,505,000 and at a growth rate of 12.8 percent, this number is expected to rise to 307,436,000 by 2010. 

Certainly the religious factor supports the birth rate, but in rural areas, that is, in most of Africa, children are traditionally a gift and an investment for the family, a promise of labour force for subsistence and for old age.

The demographic situation of the continent, which has one of the worlds' highest growth rates, is marked by different contributions from different countries. We give below countries which give most support to the continent's overall population growth:

Tanzania 4.2%; Sudan 4.0; Democratic Republic of Congo 6.5%; South Africa 5.0; Egypt 7.8%; Nigeria 15.4; Ethiopia 8.6. 

There is also an interesting distribution of population over the territory.

The following countries have highest percentage of rural population: Burkina Faso circa 80%; Malawi 82%; Rwanda 82%; Ethiopia 83%; Niger 83%; Uganda 855; Burundi 85%; general percentage of rural population for Africa 60%.

Regarding access to clean water, sad to say some countries still have negative values of access to clean water: Ethiopia 22% Somalia 28%; Chad 42%; Mozambique 44%; Equatorial Guinea 44%; Niger 45%; Republic of  Congo 45%

Between 2000-2007 Africa registered considerable economic growth, considering the context of under development, but with the present global economic crisis its growth has fallen to 5.7% , slightly lower than the 6.1 registered in 2007. This drop, according to the World Bank, is due to two factors: firstly, rising food and oil prices reduced domestic demand and consumption, and secondly financial turbulence in the second half of 2008 caused a fall in foreign demand which weighed negatively on Africa's economies not diversified and not open.

Growth in 2008 was registered in the following macro- regions as follows:

East Africa registered the highest growth with 7.3%, thanks to remarkable results achieved by Ethiopia, Rwanda and Sudan; moderate growth was registered by Northern  Africa, 5.8, and West Africa 5.4; central Africa registered the lowest rate 5.0, caused partly by a slowing  down in Chad and the Central African Republic.

The GNP in Northern Africa grew by 5.3 per cent in 2007 and 5.8 per cent in 2008. A marked slow down of 3.3 per cent is expected for 2009 before an increase to  4.1 per cent by 2010. All Northern African countries will grow more slowly in 2009, due to cuts in oil production and less tourism. Morocco and Tunisia, with diversification in production and exports, are less vulnerable to the drop in demand due to the crisis, however growth will slow down nevertheless. Contrast with the growth forecast for 2009 is evident. However the impact of the crisis should be felt more in countries which export oil (and minerals) than in more diversified economies, and countries which produce certain basic farm products such as soft drinks. This means that countries which import oil can expect a growth of the GNP of 3.3 per cent in 2009, compared with a 2.4 per cent growth in oil exporting countries. One important accounting factor for the slow down of growth in oil exporting countries is the supposition that African members of  OPEC (Angola, Algeria, Libya and Nigeria) will fully respect the agreement reached in that organisation to reduce production quotas in order to try to sustain the price of oil. The GNP growth rate should rise in 2010, when the average GNP rate in real terms should be 4.5 per cent for the continent as a whole. Below we give an interesting table issued by the World Monetary Fund illustrating GNP growth for macro regions and growth in relation to oil import and export:


World Bank table on population, density per sq. km, GNP and income per head in dollars and average growth rate.

	
	population
	population density
	GNP
	income per head
	GNP annual growth rate

	 
	 in thousands
	pop / km2
	millions of  dollars
	in  US dollars
	average 

2000-2008

	Algeria
	34 373
	14
	208 113
	6 054
	3,8

	Angola
	18 021
	14
	134 722
	7 699
	12,4

	Benin
	8 662
	82
	12 521
	1 345
	4,3

	Botswana
	1 921
	3
	24 673
	12 948
	5,1

	Burkina Faso
	15 234
	54
	18 478
	1 215
	5,2

	Burundi
	8 074
	331
	2 997
	 338
	2,4

	Cameroon
	19 088
	40
	44 167
	2 334
	3,7

	Cape Verde
	 499
	132
	1 971
	3 634
	6,4

	Central Afr. Rep.
	4 339
	7
	3 866
	 874
	1,9

	Chad 
	10 914
	9
	11 697
	1 055
	8,4

	Comores 
	 661
	336
	 785
	 913
	1,9

	Congo 
	3 615
	11
	16 071
	4 177
	4,4

	Congo Dem. Rep.
	20 591
	28
	21 264
	 329
	3,6

	Côte d'Ivoire
	64 257
	61
	34 863
	1 777
	0,0

	Djibouti
	 849
	36
	1 980
	2 336
	3,4

	Egypt *
	81 527
	76
	454 460
	5 914
	5,0

	Equatorial Guinea
	 659
	18
	17 462
	33 600
	20,3

	Eritrea
	4 927
	48
	3 743
	 748
	0,3

	Ethiopia*
	80 713
	79
	68 307
	 802
	6,8

	Gabon
	1 448
	5
	23 454
	17 371
	2,1

	Gambia
	1 660
	171
	1 587
	 905
	5,1

	Ghana
	23 351
	103
	29 965
	1 251
	5,4

	Guinea
	9 833
	38
	10 691
	1 117
	3,0

	Guinea Bissau
	1 575
	60
	 905
	 519
	1,4

	Liberia
	3 793
	39
	1 948
	 494
	3,7

	Libya
	6 294
	3
	73 923
	11 765
	5,1

	Malawi
	14 846
	148
	8 602
	 602
	3,8

	Mali
	12 706
	10
	14 649
	1 152
	4,6

	Mauritania
	3 215
	3
	6 488
	2 025
	4,4

	Morocco
	31 606
	69
	139 852
	4 425
	4,8

	Namibia
	2 130
	3
	12 869
	6 122
	4,8

	Niger
	14 704
	11
	9 795
	 665
	4,4

	Nigeria
	151 212
	162
	315 823
	2 085
	8,4

	São Tomé and Principe
	 160
	165
	 257
	1 605
	5,7

	Senegal
	12 211
	64
	21 048
	1 659
	4,2

	Sierra Leone
	5 560
	82
	5 194
	 870
	10,3

	Sudan
	41 348
	16
	87 020
	2 206
	7,6

	Togo
	6 459
	121
	4 884
	 722
	1,3

	Tunisia
	10 169
	66
	91 264
	8 742
	4,9

	Africa
	987 092
	85
	2 675 993
	2 777
	5,3

	
	
	
	

	Sources: United Nations 2008. IMF World Economic Outlook (October 2008), World Bank World Development Indicators (March 2009).

	


As we see only three countries register a growth rate in double figures, the rate in the rest of the countries is much lower.

General GNP rate for Africa:
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Another important indicator for forming an idea of the situation regards inflation rates, the changing consumer prices of items in a daily shopping basket.

Speculation last year on prices of prime necessities drove inflation in Africa to two figure rates for the first time since the 1990s.

The continental average inflation rate rose from 7.5% in 2007 to 11.6 in 2008.

Among the highest rates we signal  the Democratic Republic of Congo with 26.6%, Sao Tome and Principe with 25.9%.

Western Africa had an average of 10.6 percent and Northern Africa an average of 8.1, the lowest on the continent.

Here is a table of inflation rates on the continent:
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The Millennium Development Goals are another indicator of these macro-regions: although everyone realises that the goals of the Millennium Declaration will not be reached by 2015, especially regarding the eradication of poverty, consistent progress has been achieved in gender equality and the strengthening of the position of women. In particular the presence of women in parliaments reaches significant levels in the Sub-Sahara regions, rising from 7.2% in 1990 to 17.3 in 2007, percentages which are much higher than in western parliaments. Only in Northern Africa the percentage already very low, dropped from 2.6% in 1990 to 1.8 in 1997, according to most recent official reports.

The poverty line, one dollar a day, is another factor for understanding the living conditions of the peoples of Africa. Once again the continent shows a numerous presence of countries with high percentages of people living on less than a dollar a day and a good number on two dollars a day. Only Northern African countries have acceptable rates. We are very far from the levels of rich western countries and the so called emerging countries.

See this Living-Condition table with percentages of the total population:

	
	
	
	under 1 dollar
	under 

2 dollar

	
	Algeria
	1995
	0.9
	...

	
	Angola
	2000
	54.3
	...

	
	Benin
	2003
	47.3
	73.7

	
	Botswana
	1994
	31.2
	…

	
	Burkina Faso
	2003
	56.5
	81.0

	
	Cameroon
	2001
	32.8
	50.6

	
	Cape Verde
	2001
	20.6
	...

	
	Central African Republic
	2003
	62.4
	...

	
	Chad
	2003
	61.9
	...

	
	Congo  
	2005
	54.1
	...

	
	Congo Dem. Rep. 
	2006
	59.2
	...

	
	Cote d'Ivoire
	2002
	23.3
	48.8

	
	Egypt
	2005
	2.0
	43.9

	
	Equatorial Guinea
	...
	...
	...

	
	Gabon
	2005
	4,8
	...

	
	Gambia
	2003
	34.3
	82.9

	
	Ghana
	2006
	30.0
	78.5

	
	Guinea  
	2003
	70.1
	50.2

	
	Guinea Bissau
	2002
	48.8
	96.7

	
	Liberia
	2007
	83.7
	...

	
	Libya
	...
	...
	...

	
	Malawi
	2004
	73.9
	76.1

	
	Mali
	2006
	51.4
	90.6

	
	Mauritania
	2000
	21.2
	63.1

	
	Morocco
	2007
	2.5
	14.3

	
	Niger
	2005
	65.9
	85.3

	
	Nigeria
	2004
	64.4
	90.8

	
	São Tome and Principe
	...
	...
	...

	
	Senegal
	2005
	33.5
	63.0

	
	Seychelles
	...
	...
	...

	
	Sierra Leone
	2003
	53.4
	74.5

	
	Sudan
	...
	...
	...

	
	Togo
	2006
	38.7
	...

	
	Tunisia
	2000
	2.6
	6.6


Here we see a list of national economies according to level.

	World Bank: list of economies (April 2009)
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Economy
	Code
	 
	Region

	 
	
	 
	 

	Algeria
	Lower middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Angola
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	 

	Benin
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Burkina Faso
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Cameroon
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Cape Verde
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	 

	Central African Republic
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Chad
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Congo, Dem. Rep.
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Congo, Rep.
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Côte d'Ivoire
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Egypt, Arab Rep.
	Lower middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Equatorial Guinea
	High income: non OECD
	IBRD
	 

	Gabon
	Upper middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Gambia
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Ghana
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Guinea
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Guinea-Bissau
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Liberia
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Libya
	Upper middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Mali
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Mauritania
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Morocco
	Lower middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Mozambique
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Niger
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Nigeria
	Low income
	IDA
	 

	São Tome and Principe
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Senegal
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Sierra Leone
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Sudan
	Lower middle income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Suriname
	Upper middle income
	IBRD
	 

	Togo
	Low income
	IDA
	HIPC

	Tunisia
	Lower middle income
	IBRD
	 

	 
	
	 
	 


Countries are grouped according to income. Low income: less than 935 dollars a year; lower middle: between 936 and 3,075 a year; upper middle: between 3,706 and 11,455 a year; high income: over 11,456 a year.

The IDA code stands for countries which in 2007 had an income of less than 1 dollar a day and which obtain special loans to support their economies.

HIPC: indicates heavily indebted countries.

Institutions of these macro-economic regions:

The Arab Mahgreb Union (AMU)
The AMU, the Arab Mahgreb Union, was founded on 17 February 1989, when a treaty instituting the AMU was signed in Marrakech by five heads of state.

Besides signing the treaty the Marrakech summit adopted a solemn declaration for the institution of the AMU and a Union programme of action. At later summits the Council of Presidency adopted various resolutions such as: completion of the AMU structure as established by the Constitution; the adoption of conventions in various sectors between Mahgreb countries; adoption of programmes for the execution of initiatives initiated by AMU authorities.

The Union is founded on trust in the strong ties which unite the peoples of the Arab Maghreb thanks to their common history, religion and language.

The creation of a Union to meet the deepest aspirations of these peoples and their leaders, will strengthen existing relations between the members and offer greater possibilities of finding adequate means to achieve ever deeper integration. It will give the Union the opportunity to acquire specific weight in order to contribute effectively to the global balance and the consolidation of peace and security in the international community. Considering that the construction of the Union requires tools and convergence, it institutes common norms to guarantee solidarity among the members as well as their economic and social development. However one long rage goal is to have  weight in the world and in the continent of Africa, probably in view of defence of rights and opportunities for the Arab identity and for an Arab unity, as a point of departure for a more ample union with other Arab African countries.

The treaty instituting AMU establishes the following objectives: the consolidation of fraternal relations which unite members states and their peoples; assuring the respective communities well being and progress and protection of rights; progressive realisation of free movement in member countries of individuals, goods and capitals; the adoption of common policies in every sector. In economic terms, common policies to guarantee industrial, agricultural, commercial development as well as social development of the member states.

In view of the creation of an economic union of the five countries of Northern Africa, a process of five stages was established: institute a free trade area, lifting all price and non price barriers for trade between member countries; institute a customs union with a common foreign tariff with regard to the rest of the world; a common market which should promote integration of Maghreb economies.

We gain further local information from a high profile political and institutional seminar held 30 April 2009 promoted by the International Studies Association (AEI) to discuss the question of the world economic crisis.

All agreed that the crisis is worse than anyone could have expected and is affecting the economies of the whole world. Maghreb countries, economically connected with EU countries cannot be exempt, although the impact is more bearable than elsewhere. However none of the participants at the discussion ventured to forecast the duration of the crisis or, to put it more bluntly, the end of the tunnel.

Habib Ben Yahia, AMU secretary general, said “the crisis should be seen by the international community in general and especially by Maghreb countries as an opportunity rather than a threat ”. He said the latest studies undertaken by international institutions specialised in crisis repercussions demonstrated that the effects of the crisis on Maghreb countries “will be more moderate in the next period. Nevertheless this demands vigilance on the part of the countries of our region”. Ben Yahia asked for the Maghreb partnership to be strengthened in the sector of construction and the launching of joint marketing actions in the sector of tourism. He called for greater efforts in the car industry, given its integration in the economies of most industrialised countries.

Tunisian finance minister, Mohamed Rachid Kéchiche, emphasised that Tunisia has a sound economic basis and can certainly help promote a re-launching of the economic plan decided by the government to stimulate economic activity. He recalled that the estimated growth rate for 2009 was 4.5%, despite the global economic recession. The minister also examined measures to sustain companies and said that good use of available resources was an important element to guarantee the attainment of hoped-for objectives and to maintain credit balance and a reduction of public debt. Kechiche also said the crisis was an opportunity for Maghreb to progress in economic integration, and he called for the institution of special mechanisms to facilitate investments and trade in the area and support to achieve the region's plan for integration.

Former Algerian Prime Minister, Sid Ahmed Ghozali, appealed to Maghreb countries to overcome “temporary political obstacles”, and opt for a “long term vision”. He also warned that, unless based on solid common foundations, any federal effort would fail. 

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
The Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) is a regional group of fifteen countries, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Ivory Coast, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone. Founded on 28 May, 1975, in Lagos in Nigeria, its mission is to promote economic integration in "all fields of economic activity, particularly industry, transport, telecommunications, energy, agriculture, natural resources, commerce, monetary and financial questions, social and cultural matters ....."  The Institutions of the Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) are as follows: The Commission, The Community Parliament, The Community Court of Justice, ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development (EBID). The ECOWAS Commission and the ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development, more often called The Fund are its two main institutions designed to implement policies, pursue a number of programmes and carry out development projects in Member States. Such projects include inter-community road building and telecommunications; and agricultural, energy and water resources development. The whole structure revised several times, became finally operative in June 2006.

EBID, based in Lome, operates in two areas: the private sector and the development of the public sector.

The vision is to guide regional economic and financial development in order to alleviate poverty and create prosperity and work. Contribute to the creation conditions to overcome economic emergencies, reinforce West Africa's industrialisation and prosperity integrating it into the global system, to obtain the benefits and opportunities of globalisation.

Bank loan amounts are denominated in Units of Account (UA). Exceptionally, they may be denominated in local currency if the resources are mobilised locally; Guarantees issued or demanded by EBID are denominated in the currency of the transaction guaranteed; Document processing fees, interest and other fees are denominated in the same currency as the loan, guarantee or counter guarantee. The bank's level of intervention per loan operation is fixed as follows: Minimum amount of UA1 million; Maximum amount of UA10 million for national projects; Maximum amount of UA15 million for regional projects. Interest rates charged by EBID depend on the type of project and profitability. The rates vary between 1.5% and 4% per annum for public sector projects. Interest rates for private sector projects vary between 6.5% and 12% per annum. The rates are pegged at levels that ensure EBID's financial equilibrium while offering favourable conditions to borrowers. They are reviewed periodically to reflect the Bank's financial prospects and market trends.; thus giving greater support for local realities. Projects can be short term (2 years), medium term (2-7 years), or long term (over 7 years). Decision making bodies are the Board of Governors, and the board of the directors and the president. The Board of Governors is the highest decision making body formed of finance ministers of the member countries, then comes the board of directors which manages ordinary activity and is formed of eight representatives of the countries and lastly the President who watches every day over the work of the Bank, in conformity with the decisions of the precedent and superior bodies.

A strategic plan is made public every five years. The Plan for 2007-2011 forecasts sums of loans of 832.57 UA, about 1276,96 million US dollars.

Priority of intervention is for infrastructures so as to attenuate the cost factor and re-launch competitiveness in the private sector. EBID's poverty reduction strategy consists partly, in laying emphasis on the financing of basic economic infrastructure and projects relating to the social sector, rural development and the environment in accordance with the regional PRSP (Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers) and partly, consists in mobilising the required financial resources from donors in the form of grants, subventions, lines of credit or special funds. 

EBID's interventions in favour of Member States is done either in the form of direct funding of projects, or in direct funding through intermediaries such as non governmental organisations (NGOs), associations , micro-finance organisations, local banks etc.

According to reports issued in 2008 the ECOWAS Bank gave 66.83% of its loans to the infrastructure sector (circa 400 million dollars), 20.44% to industry (circa 65 million), il 6.44% to services (circa 52 million), 5.91% social sector  (circa 41 million), 0.38 to rural development (21 million). Most of the  interventions were in favour of Burkina Faso (20.07%), then Benin (16.04%), then Senegal (14.31%), Togo (14.74%) and other countries, with a noteworthy distance of percentage of treatment, between 8% and 1%. 

ECOWAS has its own Parliament, with consultative power only, based in Abuja. It is composed of 115 delegates. Each member state has a number in proportion to its population, but at least 5 seats. Nigeria has 35 seats, Ghana 8, Cote d'Ivoire 7, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Senegal 6; Benin, Cape Verde, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Sierra Leone and Togo 5. Although it is only able to advise Parliament it has enough political weight to co-decide within the Cabinet of Ministers of the member country. Its duration is a four year term.

In view of the world crisis the ECOWAS Bank encouraged member countries to intensify South-South cooperation and announced, already in April, that is was financing 4 projects for Burkina Faso, Gambia, Benin e Ghana, for 49.3 million dollars, convinced of the necessity to support national economies, too dependent on the export of primary products to rich countries, which due to the crisis have cut their demands, their aid and their flow of funds.
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