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Introduction

Vatican City (Agenzia Fides) -“The Church in Africa in service to reconciliation, justice and peace. «You are the salt of the earth ... you are the light of the world» (Mt 5, 13.14)”. With this theme the Holy Father Benedict XVI convoked a Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, to be held from 4 to 25 October 2009, in Rome.

According to Archbishop Nikola Eterović, Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops, reconciliation is “a pressing call addressed to the Catholic faithful in particular and to all men and women of goodwill in Africa, afflicted by so much ethnic, social and religious strife, which leads, not rarely, to explosions of hatred and violence. Manifestations of personal sin have negative social effects hence the urgent need to foster reconciliation with God and with neighbour. In His infinite goodness and eternal mercy, God the Father, through the working of the Holy Spirit, takes the initiative in reconciliation”. This important and providential ecclesial event will shed light on certain fundamental issues of Church life and, at a distance of fifteen years, assess the implementation of the Post Synodal apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in Africa, promulgated by Pope John Paul II following the First special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa held in Rome in 1994..

This first Fides dossier dedicated to the continent of Africa offers an overall vision of the continent's socio-economic situation as it emerges from the Instrumentum laboris prepared by a special Commission for this 2nd  Special Synod, and from information issued by certain important African organisations and institutions which are the expression of the African people's desire to ‘take their history into their own hands" and walk on their own legs.

The Bishops, announcing the Gospel, express the conviction that “The rights of God come before and serve as the basis for the rights of individuals and peoples. Jesus Christ himself promised that God will readily give justice to his elect who cry out to him day and night (cf. Lk 18:6-8).(Preface). For his part the Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops underlined that during the assembly the Synod Fathers will give special attention to “Africans who are sick, poor, enslaved, to widows, foreigners, migrants, people living in the margin of society in Africa”, since they are the preferred object of God's love.
Pope Benedict XVI and Africa

The Holy Father Benedict XVI in March this year (17-23 March 2009), on his first apostolic journey to Africa, which involved Cameroon and Angola, for the presentation of the Synod's Instrumentum laboris, firmly denounced “ numerous people without scruples who aim to impose a rule of money and scorn the poor”. He urged African Catholics to obey the Gospel and keep watch in order to avoid the temptation to base life and its meaning on what is ephemeral and illusory: “you must be very careful. Africa in general is in danger unless it acknowledges the Real Author of Life! Brother and sisters of Africa, you have received so many human qualities from God, take care of your souls! Do not be misled by false glory or false ideals. You believe, and you must continue to believe, that God alone, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, loves you as you truly desire, God alone can satisfy you and give stability to your lives. Christ is the only Way of Life.”

Africa, according to Benedict XVI, is experiencing difficult times with regard to certain typical values, such as the family, rural life, relations between generation, the role of elderly citizens, the continent's socio-economic situation: “ Certain values of the traditional life have been overturned. Relationships between different generations have evolved in a way that no longer favours the transmission of accumulated knowledge and inherited wisdom. Too often we witness a rural exodus not unlike that known in many other periods of human history. The quality of family ties is deeply affected by this. Uprooted and fragile members of the younger generation who often – sadly – are without gainful employment, seek to cure their pain by living in ephemeral and man-made paradises which we know will never guarantee the human being a deep, abiding happiness. Sometimes the African people too are constrained to flee from themselves and abandon everything that once made up their interior richness. Confronted with the phenomenon of rapid urbanisation, they leave the land, physically and morally: not as Abraham had done in response to the Lord’s call, but as a kind of interior exile which alienates them from their very being, from their brothers and sisters, and from God himself.” (Pope Benedict XVI, homily, Amadou Ahidjo stadium Yaoundé, Cameroon, 19 March 2009).

The theme for this 2nd Synod for Africa was chosen in view of one of the most tragic ills of the continent: continual and inhuman internecine conflict. The Pontiff reminded the Christian people of their responsibility in this regard: “ The local or regional wars, massacres and genocide perpetrated on the continent must challenge us in a special way: if it is true that in Jesus Christ we belong to the same family and share the same life – since in our veins there flows the Blood of Christ himself, who has made us children of God, members of God’s Family – there must no longer be hatred, injustice and internecine war.” Faith, in view of the present and the future, demands renewed efforts and witness: “ The Church, as the Family of God in Africa, made a preferential option for the poor at the First Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. In this way she showed that the situation of dehumanisation and oppression afflicting the African peoples is not irreversible; on the contrary, she set before everyone a challenge: that of conversion, holiness and integrity.”(Pope Benedict XVI, address at a Meeting with the Special Council of the Synod of Bishops for Africa, Yaounde, Cameroon, 19 March 2009).

The socio-economic situation as outlined in the Synod's Instrumentum Laboris

The Instrumentum Laboris, which will serve as a basis for the work of the Synod Fathers, devotes several paragraphs to the socio-economic situation of Africa. With the help of passages taken from this Holy See document and with information supplied by African institutions, we will attempt to asses the situation.

Since the last synodal assembly, held in 1994, African society has undergone a significant change. Generally speaking, some basic, human problems still exist. However, there are signs which call for a thorough examination of questions already highlighted 15 years ago in the religious, political, economic and cultural spheres. (Instrumentum Laboris n 6)

In the first place, Particular Churches have raised a hymn of thanksgiving. Indeed, the release of people from the yoke of dictatorial regimes is heralding a new era. A culture based on democratic principles, however fragile, is coming about, as seen in the various elections which have taken place on the continent. During the period of political transition in some countries, the Church’s impartiality in political affairs was acknowledged and appreciated, when bishops were asked to preside over sovereign national conferences and the lay faithful took initiatives to promote truly democratic institutions. (Instrumentum Laboris n.7) […]African leaders are increasingly becoming aware of their responsibility and are seizing this moment in history to face conflicts—oftentimes tragically violent—which have come about as a result of elections, a sign in politics of growth towards establishing a State ruled by law. The presence of such leaders ensures the process of mediation in countries in crisis or in search of peaceful solutions (n. 8).

At the level of  continental institutions, we read in the document, the creation of the African Union AU and the New Partnership for African Development NEPAD “are welcome signs of a willingness on the part of those in politics to provide a vision and strategic plan to assist Africa emerge from poverty and marginalization in the overall movement of globalization. The African Mechanism for Evaluation by Peers (MAEP) is a tool which Africa has at its disposal to evaluate its well-taken efforts in both democratic culture and the economy. On the national level, the example of the “Truth and Reconciliation Commission” in South Africa and elsewhere has succeeded in utilising the traditional African model of the “palaver tree” and Christian elements (for example, pardoning persons who confess their sins), so as to avoid countries falling into chaos. However, a question comes to mind: “Is the effectiveness of such commissions not limited by their voluntary character and the lack of some form of reparation or compensation? (n.9)

In considering all things in the light of the Holy Spirit, the Particular Churches well understand that the wounded, human heart is the ultimate hiding place for the cause of everything destabilising the African continent.[4] Selfishness nurtures greed, corruption and the allurement of gain. It is the driving force in the misappropriation of goods and riches destined for entire populations. The thirst for power leads to contempt for all the elementary rules of good governance, takes advantage of people’s lack of knowledge, manipulates political, ethnic, tribal and religious differences and creates cultures where warriors are considered heroes and people need to be paid back for past sacrifices and wrongs committed. Basically, what blackens African society comes from the human heart (Cf. Mt 15:18-19; Mk 7:15; see also Gen 4). (11).

Not content with a solely theological reading of the ills of Africa, the Document clearly states: "Outside forces, in complicity with men and women on the African continent, exploit the wounded state of the human heart, a condition not exclusive to African society. They fuel wars so as to sell arms. They back those in power, irrespective of human rights and democratic principles, so as to guarantee economic benefit (the exploitation of natural resources, the acquisition of important markets, etc.). They threaten to destabilise entire nations and to eliminate persons who wish to free themselves from their oppression. (n.12).

With regard to the business world, the Bishops commend leaders in companies and corporations of businessmen and women who are resolutely seeking to reform and stabilise the economy in their country. Paths of communication are improving in some regions on the continent. In some areas, Africans have established financial institutions, etc. Generally speaking, people are displaying a determination to create wealth so as to reduce poverty and misery and to improve the health of populations.  (n.24). But these efforts are hampered, due to the malfunctioning of State institutions. 

 In a lucid analysis of the economy the Document states that Africa lacks favourable economic environment for local production. Because this is lacking, indigenous products bring low prices, oftentimes determined by the buyers themselves. Small producers have a difficulty obtaining credit and the sad state of the infrastructure of roads and travel routes hinders an easy flow of goods. Consequently, young people, faced with the lack of an agricultural plan, face no alternative but to leave their villages. However, given the growing rate of unemployment, recourse to the city is not proving to be an answer. Workers’ salaries are insufficient, if indeed they are paid at all. In some places, a true slavery still exists. Taxes are extreme and sometimes abusive. Likewise, international aid to institutions concerned with the fate of entire populations oftentimes comes with unacceptable conditions. Raw materials are exploited with permissions which lack any precise criteria.. At the same time, financial returns are largely detoured in ways which result in their unequal distribution in society. ( n.25)

In addition the document recalls that “ Programmes proposed by international financial institutions for restructuring the African economy seem to be having a dire effect. This “imposed” restructuring has consequently lead to, on the one hand, a very fragile African economy, and, on the other, a deterioration of the fabric of society, seen in increased crime, the widening of the gap between the rich and the poor, and a massive migration from rural areas, leading to the overpopulation of cities”. (n.26)  The Bishops denounce “multinational organisations continue systematically to invade the continent in search of natural resources. In complicity with African leaders, they oppress local companies, buy thousands of hectares of land and expropriate populations from their lands. Their adverse effect on the environment and creation affects the peace and well-being of the African people and, thus, the prospects of their living in harmony.”(n.28). 

Lastly, the continent is affected at various levels by the present crisis in financial institutions: The financial crisis, severely impacting financial institutions today, has various effects on the African continent as a whole:- direct foreign investment is in jeopardy;- African financial institutions will have difficulty obtaining credit from western banks and thus unable to make loans to companies and individuals with which populations can live in harmony;- Development aid is also at risk, because financial projects, based on foreign funding (in difficulty), could be suspended, and the involvement of developed countries with poorer countries would equally be endangered;- Developed markets are in peril, because of the recession and the lessening of a demand for African products (of materials noted above). Thought must be given to the fact that (apart from South Africa) Africa is excluded in the search for solutions to the present international financial crisis”. (n.29) . The need for reconciliation on the continent is today more urgent than ever. The reconciliation which will regenerate the human family, sought so much by Africa, is obtained in a justice which is more than human and a peace which is more profound than the absence of war or the silence of arms.” (147).

African Development Bank Group: identity and mission
The African Development Bank Group is a development bank established in 1964 with the intention of promoting economic and social development in Africa. The Group comprises the African Development Bank (AfDB), the African Development Fund (ADF), and the Nigeria Trust Fund (NTF). AfDB provides loans and grants to African governments and private companies investing in the regional member countries (RMC) in Africa. It is owned and funded by member governments, and has a public-interest mandate to reduce poverty and promote sustainable development. It stimulates national and foreign resources to promote “investment and supply technical and financial assistance to its members.” It also strives to foster and support efforts, skills and opportunities in member countries and to do this in recent years has opened 23 sector offices in different countries, to foster decentralisation  and “bring operations closer to the beneficiaries”.

AfDB has 77 members: 53 regional (RMC) and 24 non-regional (NRMC) in Europe, America and Asia. Although originally only African countries were able to join the bank, since 1982 it has allowed the entry of non-African countries as well.

Its head offices in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire, were recently moved temporarily to Tunis.

AfDB has a President, elected for a mandate of five years, who can be re-elected only once, and a Board of Executive Directors, made up of representatives of its member countries. The president is assisted by 5 vice-presidents who supervise 30 departments, consisting of 57 sectors and 6 units. The activity of the Bank is periodically controlled by independent assessment units and its own  Administration Tribunal. The Bank employs 1100 people nearly all Africans. Its resources come from member subscriptions, loans from financial markets and interest on loans.

The members of the African Development Bank Group:

Regional members (African): Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo, Burundi, Comores, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Non-regional members (non African): Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, Holland, Norway, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States of America.

As the continent’s premier development finance institution, the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group borrows from capital markets for on-lending to its regional member countries. In order to effectively play this role, the AfDB uses a variety of instruments and produces reports in the process. The institution’s development assistance has been channelled through various instruments. The conventional instruments used by the Bank Group up until the early 1980s, were mainly project loans, including lines of credit, and technical assistance. Following structural reforms in the mid-1980s, the need for structural reforms called for the introduction of different mechanisms to ensure faster-disbursing and policy-based loans. This led to the introduction of Structural Adjustment Programs at the macro-economic level, and Sectoral Adjustment Programmes at the sectoral level via the instruments of Structural Adjustment Loans (SALs) and Sectoral Adjustment Loans (SECALs). Over the years, Bretton Woods Institutions (BWIs) have played leading role in the design and formulation of these programmes. However, the Bank Group has, however, gradually become an active partner in the process, in a complementary context. In order to strengthen its future participation in policy-based lending (PBL) operations, the Bank is playing a more active role in background studies and policy dialogue to ensure it adds value to the content and design of policy framework papers

The values which guide the activity of the Bank are the following:

Excellence: Quest for the highest level of performance through continuous improvement of our skills and business practices 

Team Spirit: Working together in a spirit of creativity and mutual respect to achieve common objectives 

Integrity: Observing the highest standards of ethics, honesty and accountability at all times 

Professionalism: Delivering the best quality service to our clients with utmost rigour and efficiency 

Transparency: Acting with clarity, equity and objectivity in designing, interpreting and applying Bank policies and procedures

Mission & objective

The overarching objective of the African Development Bank (AfDB) Group is to spur sustainable economic development and social progress in its regional member countries (RMCs), thus contributing to poverty reduction. The Bank Group achieves this objective by: mobilising and allocating resources for investment in RMCs; and  providing policy advice and technical assistance to support development efforts. In 2000, all multilateral development institutions have agreed on a same set of objectives, called the Millenium Development Goals (MDG). They are: Millennium Development Goals; Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; Improve maternal health; Achieve universal primary education; Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; Promote gender equality and empower women; Ensure environmental sustainability; Reduce child mortality; Develop a global partnership for development.

African Development Bank socio-economic situation analysis

Every five years the African Development Bank makes public a Medium Term Strategy the fruit of 'extensive consultations across a wide spectrum of shareholders and partners have, in particular, revealed a need for greater focus on results; more selectivity in areas of engagement and rigor in implementation; continued improvement in business processes and efficiency; intensified country dialogue; and more systematic matching of resources with priorities'. 

From a Medium Term Strategy issued in December 2008 which followed the Medium Term Strategy 2003-2008, there emerged “the need for greater selection to identity areas of commitment; greater rigour in development; continual growth in business processes and efficiency; intensify dialogue among countries; greater sharing of resources.”

In recent decades Africa's economy showed record growth revealing a real possibility to reduce poverty. However the present world economic crisis is making it difficult to remedy structural deficiencies in Africa's economic and political systems.

Africa's economy has grown thanks to macro economy reforms, including increased public funding, which helped establish a climate to encourage foreign investment. Africa has grown thanks also to a positive trend in the world economy and this made it possible to eliminate international debts. The demand for prime necessities consequently increased, although last year in Africa, due to rising prices of raw materials such as wheat, this demand diminished.

AfDB experts say that to achieve sustainable growth there must be wide access to the financial market; more investment from donor countries; growth of a stable political and democratic context; improved climate for investment by foreign partners; arrival of new partners.

Despite double figure growth of the GNI and other economic indicators, the AfDB denounces “poverty is still widespread and human development indicators are still among the lowest in the world, and progress towards the Millennium Development Goals is insufficient. Too few people have the opportunity to build a life which is healthier and more prosperous, and too few benefit from the effects of growth.” Africa faces many challenges including: insufficient participation in world trade and the investment flow; food insecurity; small fragmented economies, marked by low productivity, due partly to poor infrastructures; weak government institutions; a relatively high number of fragile nations recovering from domestic or regional conflict; persistent disease and climate change. 

The consequences of the present world crisis, difficult conditions for credit and diminishing aid, are ulterior obstacles for the continent's development. However, the Bank says, “globalisation offers Africa unprecedented opportunities for growth and modernisation”.

The Report also speaks of fundamental areas demanding attention: poverty; low productivity and competitiveness; low investment and saving; lack of diversification; limited regional integration; low global trade quotas; falling financial flows. These areas are crucial for Africa's development. To improve its activity the Bank works together with regional economic communities and stresses the need to “increase the capacity of regional economic communities which are of major importance for regional integration”.
In this series of dossiers we will focus on the following regional economic communities:

The Southern African Development Community SADC
The Common Market of Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

The Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS)
The Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS)
The Arab Mahgreb Union (AMU)

The Inter-Government Authorities for Development (IGAD)

The Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD)
Information on Africa's economy

From an AfDB meeting in May this year there emerged perfect convergence with the theme proposed for the Synod to be held in October in Rome. The African Development Report (ADR), announced the theme for 2008/2009: “ conflict resolution, promotion of peace and reconstruction in Africa”.

Many African countries are in situations violent conflict; many more are threatened by possible conflict, while in others conflict has just ended. Civil conflict has been common in Africa in recent years. “Reconstruction, we read in the Report, is used in the broad sense, it concerns the reconstruction of economic structures, infrastructures and institutions destroyed by war. Therefore construction of peace is a form of reconstruction, peace is the object of reconstruction. It includes also the reconstruction of basic services such as healthcare and education”. 
According to the Report “the world economic crisis has halted GNI growth in Africa which has diminished by half dropping in 2009 from 5.7% to 2.8%. Most African economies registered a growth of 5% in the second half of the last decade. However the authors of the Report say that growth will not return to 4.5 %  before 2010. Growth of oil exporting countries is expected to fall to 2,4 per cent in 2009 compared with 3.3 per cent for oil importing countries. 


According to Africa Economic Outlook 2009, which covers 47 African countries, “only a handful of African countries are on the way to halving the quota of population living on less than a dollar a day by the year 2015.” “Nevertheless we should not lose hope”, says Louis Kasekende, chief AfDB economist, “a decade of reform has produced efficiency in macro-economic management, making African economies competitive. This means countries should avoid policies which would further hamper the continent's integration in world trade and financial economy”. 

Facts and figures: 

	GNI growth
	2000-05
	2006
	2007
	2008 estimated
	2009 expected
	2010 expected

	Africa
	4.8
	6.0
	6.1
	5.7
	2.8
	4.5


GNI: countries with more growth in 2000-08: Equatorial Guinea  20.3; Angola 12.45; Sierra Leone 10.3.

Figures show considerable growth in certain countries, unthinkable in western economies, similar to growth in the emerging economies of Asia. However these positive facts must be seen in negative social, political and economic contexts. Since these countries start from a backward situation they are unable to enjoy the due and hoped for benefits.

Regarding inflation in emerging countries and in developing countries in 2008, the level of consumer prices was 9 and a half whereas for 2009 the forecast is 5 and a half  and then in 2010 a clear 5, therefore a progressive fall.

Production in the first quarter of 2009, in Africa, after a fall in growth of 6.2 in 2007 and 5.2 in 2008, is expected to grow by 3.4 in 2009 and to register growth of 4.9 in 2010. Positive results compared with the Euro area production level:  2007 production level 2.6; in 2008 production level 1.0; 2009 production level -2.0; in 2010 only 0.2 growth.

Information on population living under the poverty line (1 dollar a day) reveals that while Africa as a whole has grown, many Africans continue to live in extreme poverty. Figures show a marked difference between northern African countries and Sub-Saharan countries:

	country
	year
	Percentage of poor people

	Angola
	2001
	68.0

	Chad
	2003
	64.0

	Equatorial Guinea 
	2006
	76.8

	Madagascar
	2006
	67.5

	Sierra Leone
	2004
	70.2

	Swaziland
	2001
	69.2

	Egypt
	2005
	19.6

	Morocco
	2004
	14.2

	Libya
	2005
	14.0

	Tunisia
	2005
	3.8


Distribution of irrigated land: important, since many economic systems are still based on agriculture which is more or less rationalised and structured.

Irrigated land in hectares 

	country
	year 1990
	year  2000
	year  2003

	Egypt
	2648
	3291
	3422

	Madagascar
	1000
	1086
	1086

	Morocco
	1258
	1443
	1445

	Benin
	10
	12
	12

	Botswana
	1
	1
	1

	Gabon
	5
	7
	7

	Namibia
	4
	7
	8

	Africa
	10989
	13150
	13358


Number of procedures and days for starting a business.

	country
	Procedures for obtaining a licence 

	Chad
	9

	Kenya
	10

	Namibia
	12

	Guinea
	32

	Burkina Faso
	32

	Sierra Leone
	47

	
	Days for starting a business

	Central African Republic 
	14

	Ethiopia
	16

	Rwanda
	16

	Sao Tome
	144

	Congo
	155

	Guinea Bissau
	233

	
	


An idea with regard to population distribution helps us see development indicators connected with the percentage of people living in rural areas:

Africa almost 40%

Burkina Faso 20%

Malawi 20%

Rwanda almost 20%

Uganda circa 15%

Burundi circa 15%

These, instead, are the ten countries with a larger and stronger economy: 

South Africa 273

Algeria 135

Egypt 129

Nigeria 124

Morocco 73

Libya 64

Angola 61

Sudan 46

Tunisia 34

Kenya 30

Another important fact concerns international financial flows for Africa in 2008 referred to as: Official Development Assistance ODA and Development Assistance Commission DAC

	76.0% from ODA
	
	
	
	

	-5.6% others
	
	
	
	

	29.3% DAC countries
	
	
	
	

	0.2% private
	
	
	
	


Major donors in millions of dollars out of a total:

1° USA 26.01 million US dollars

2° Germany 13.91

4° France 10.96

5° Japan 9.36

10° Italy 4.44

11° Norway 3.97

16° Austria 1.68

21° Luxembourg 0.41

total aid from DAC: 119.76 million US dollars

With regard to the percentage of Aid for Development from some rich countries in reference to the percentage of national income, or what they give compared with their wealth, we see in decreasing order a different ‘list’ from the previous one (absolute values):

1° Sweden 0.98%

2° Luxembourg 0.92

3° Norway 0.88

4° Denmark 0.82

8° Spain 0.43

13° France 0.39

14° Germany 0.38

20° Italia 0.20

21° Japan 0.18

22° USA 0.18

total DAC countries 0.30

African countries which receive Official Development Assistance:

Cape Verde 267

Seychelles 171

Djibouti 145

Sao Tome e Principe 135

Zambia 120

Cameroon 101

Africa 45

Egypt 12

Angola 10

Algeria 6

Libya 6

Conclusion

Although growth in Africa registered high rates in 30 countries, this development has not yet made significant progress in social development or given much benefit to the more fragile social groups. We might summarise by saying that the factors which pushed Africa's growth, and which demand ulterior and continual development, have been the consolidation and management of economic stability, efforts for economic reform, increased flow of private capital, reduction of debts and increase in exports of non fuel products.  

It should also be underlined that the continent has seen a decrease in political conflict and wars, especially in West and Central Africa, although peace is still fragile in various parts of the continent.

Inefficiency in public infrastructures and unreliable energy resources at the national level as well as scarce integration of transport and energy networks at the regional level, continue to represent major obstacles to growth in Africa. 

One final positive fact emerging from the Report is that Sub-Saharan Africa has registered its greatest economic growth and lowest inflation rate in the last three decades. On the basis of these facts, especially those which are positive, Africa and Africans must continue to strive and struggle to eradicate poverty.
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