COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF A THREE-DAY WORKSHOP OF CATHOLIC MEDIA PRACTITIONERS HELD AT ST. MARIE MAGDALENE’S RETREAT HOUSE, RESURRECTION GARDENS IN NAIROBI, KENYA, AUGUST 30 TO SEPTEMBER 2, 2010.

Catholic Media Practitioners from the Continent of Africa gathered in Nairobi, Kenya, at the invitation of the Symposium of the Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM), after a three-day workshop states as follows:

1. We offer our professional expertise, talents, and commit ourselves unreservedly to the efforts at establishing a Catholic Continental News Agency for Africa in order to make the authentic African voice be heard; for this reason, we have set up working committees towards the realization of this initiative.

2. While we await with great expectation Pope Benedict XVI’s Exhortation following the

Second Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa held in October 2009, our gathering as Catholic communicators was in the spirit of Synod proposition no. 56 which calls us for:

• In a globalized world, the improved use and greater availability of the various means of social communication (visual, audio, web and print) are indispensable for the promotion of peace, justice and reconciliation in Africa.

• an increased presence of the Church in the media;

• networking of audio-visual centers, publishing houses and media centers;

• use of the modern media for the spread of the Gospel and the fruits of the present

• Synod, for the education of African peoples in truth, reconciliation, the promotion of justice and peace.

• Development of a satellite network, under the coordination of CEPACS (the communications office of SECAM) to serve the Church-Family of God in Africa.

3. One of the efficient ways for this quest of sustainability, justice, peace and reconciliation in the Church in Africa is effective communication and meaningful networking.

4. The Continent of Africa has evidently been moving towards a democratization process. We urge African nations that have not yet imbibed this spirit to make deliberate efforts towards a democracy that promotes servant leadership.

5. In response to the call of the bishops of the African Synod to “set up diocesan, national or regional commissions of communication with competent personnel to help exercise the Church’s prophetic ministry in society,” we urge Church leaders on the Continent to speed up the consolidation of the various efforts of the existing communication offices and activities.

Date: Friday September 2, 2010

Signed in Nairobi, Kenya by: Benedict Assorow Director of Communications SECAM and Fr. Patrick Tor Alumuku Initiative Core Team.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC MEDIA PRACTITIONERS’ THREE-DAY WORKSHOP HELD IN NAIROBI, KENYA FROM AUGUST 30 TO SEPTEMBER 2, 2010

1. It was agreed that we are in the process of establishing a Catholic continental news agency in Africa.

2. The services of this agency will be free of charge, but donations would be welcomed.

3. The services of the agency are designed primarily for Catholic faithful, but could also be of interest to other people.

4. It was agreed that Fr. Patrick Alumuku, Fr. Andre Quenum and Benedict Assorow form the central or core working committee. They take responsibility to work out the way forward of the new agency. The arrangement is as follows:

CENTRAL WORKING GROUP

i. Rev. Fr. Patrick Alumuku

ii. Rev. Fr. Andre Quenum

iii. Benedict Assorow

REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (REPRESENTATIVES) 

i. AMECEA - Fr. Chris Ndaga

ii. CISA representative

iii. ACERAC - representative

iv. ACEAC representative

v. DIA representative

vi. SCRN - Fr Don Bosco

vii. RECOWA - Fr. Ralph Madu

viii. IMBISA - Sr. Veronica Dingi

ix. North Africa a representative from Egypt

x. The Islands a representative from Madagascar

EXTENDED WORKING GROUP

i. Communication coordinators (diocesan, national, and regional) as well as those of religious communities.

ii. Other interested parties.

5. It was agreed that the working committee should dialogue with its members, the regional representatives and the larger group through the cyberspace to be set up by them.

6. It was agreed that a framework of activities be put in place by the Core working committee within 30 days on how to move forward.

7. It was agreed to endeavour to bring the whole of Africa on board to help set up successfully the proposed agency.

8. Three major languages were agreed upon: Portuguese, English and French to be used to disseminate the news.

9. The terms of reference have been drafted for the Core working committee. The working committee has a time-frame of one year, within which to carry out its mandate.

10. A Finance and Fund-raising committee was also established with Father Roger Tessier of CISA as chairman. The responsibility of the committee is to see to the sourcing of funds for establishing the new agency.

