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CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS
Vatican City (Fides Service) – Here is Fides annual report on Catholic Church statistics which is prepared every year in view of World Mission Sunday 24 October. Figures regarding members of the Church, church structures in the field of pastoral care, healthcare, education and assistance are taken from the latest edition of the Church’s Book of Statistics (December 2002). Please note that variations, increase or decrease compared to last year are marked + or – in brackets. 


On 31 December 2002 the world population was 6.221.894.000 with an increase of 89.704.000 units compared with the previous year. Increase by continent as follows: Africa +21.411.000; America +15.629.000; Asia  +52.371.000; Oceania +325.000. Europe is the only continent where the population has decreased (-32.000.000).

On 31 December 2002 the number of Catholics was 1.070.315.000 with an increase of 9.475.000 more than the previous year, by continent as follows: Africa +1.768.000; America +6.236.000; Asia +2.066.000; Oceania +79.000. Again Europe showed a drop in the number of Catholics con -674.000.

The world percentage of Catholics dropped by 0,10 % and the following variations were registered on the different continents: lower in Africa -0,22; America -0,42; Europe –0,09; Oceania -0,03; higher only in Asia (+0,01).

The number of ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS increased by a total number of 19 with increases on every continent. 

The number of persons per priest in the world increased by 198 units, making the ratio 12,108/1. By continent as follows: increase in America (+114) and Europe (+50); decrease in Africa (-539); Asia (-680) and Oceania (-101).

The number of Catholics per priest in the world increased by 23 units. By continent: increase in America (+43) and Europe (+17), decrease in Africa (-153), Asia (-27) e Oceania (-29).

The number of Bishops in the world increased by 46, affecting every continent with the highest increase in America (+19). 

The number of diocesan priests in the world increased by 886 units, Europe being the only continent with a decrease  (-2.491). The number of religious priests dropped by 895 units affecting every continent except Asia where there was a increase of (+379). 


The number of permanent diocesan deacons and permanent religious deacons in creased respectively to 29,501 and 596 compared with the previous year. America has the highest number of permanent diocesan deacons America (19.440) and Europe has the highest number of  permanent religious deacons (292).


The number of Brothers in the world dropped by 142 units. The situation by continent is as follows situazione:  increase in America (+225) and in Asia (+176); decrease in Europe (-355), Africa (-110) and Oceania (-78). 

The number of Sisters in the world decreased by (–9.385) as follows: decrease in Europe (-9.755), America (–4.565) and Oceania (–306); increase in Asia (+3.954) and Africa (+1.285). 


Members of Male Secular Institutes in the world is 570, most of them in Europe (394), the number of members of Female Secular Institutes is 28,196 again most of them in Europe (20,624). Both show a decrease in every continent except Africa.   

The number of lay Missionaries in the world is 143,745 units, mostly in America (134,646). Increases on every continent except Europe. 

The number of Catechists in the world has dropped by 46,101 units. By continent: increase of 7,075 in Europe and 3,029 in Oceania; decrease in Africa (-9.738), America (-45.414) and Asia (-753). 

The number of major seminarians, diocesan and religious, increased by 955 units reaching 113,199. Decreases were registered in Asia (less religious but more diocesan) and in Europe (both less). 

The number of minor seminarians, diocesan and religious, dropped by 5,222 units affecting every continent except Oceania (total +34).

In the field of education the Church runs 63,103 infant schools for 5.815.728 infants; 91,550 primary schools for 28.056.146 pupils; 37.275 secondary institutes for 15.116.978 pupils and follows 1.747.418 young people in high school and 2.188.233 university students.
The Church runs a total of 113,257 welfare institutes as follows: 5,393 hospitals, 16,526 dispensaries, 678 leprosy care centres, 14,432 institutes for the aged and disabled, 8,968 orphanages, 11,675 nurseries, 13,348 marriage counselling centres, 9,446 other institutes. The continent with the highest number of structures is America, followed by Europe.  (S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2004)

CATHOLIC CHURCH STATISTICS 

source “Church’s Yearly Book of Statistics” 2002 elaborated by Fides
Variations in brackets, 

increase (+) decrease (-), compared with previous year
WORLD POPULATION – CATHOLICS
	Continent
	Population
	Catholics
	Percentage

	Africa
	830,516,000 (+ 21,411,000)
	137,428,000 (+ 1,768,000)
	16,55 % (-0,22)

	America
	857,783,000 (+15,629,000)
	534,339,000 (+ 6,236,000)
	62,29 % (-0,42)

	Asia
	3,800,110,000 (+52,371,000)
	110,234,000 (+ 2,066,000)
	2,90 % (+ 0,01)

	Europe
	702,083,000 (-32,000,000)
	279,915,000 (- 674,000)
	39,87 % (-0.09)

	Oceania
	31,402,000 (+ 325,000)
	8,399,000 (+ 79,000)
	26,78 % (-0,03)

	Total
	6,221,894,000 (+ 89,704,000)
	1,070,315,000 (+ 9,475,000)
	17,20 % (- 0,10)


PERSONS/CATHOLICS PER PRIEST – ECCL. CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS 
	Continent
	Persons per priest
	Catholics per priest
	Ecclesiastical
Circumscriptions

	Africa
	28,370 (- 539)
	4,694 (- 153) 
	503 (+ 6)

	America
	7,066 (+ 114)
	4,402 (+ 43)
	1.059 (+ 5)

	Asia
	54,219 (- 680)
	2,407 (- 27)
	506 (+ 5)

	Europe
	3,446 (+ 50)
	1,374 (+ 17)
	737 (+ 2)

	Oceania
	6,476 (- 101)
	1,732 (- 29)
	78 (+ 1)

	Total
	12,108 (+ 198)
	2,642 (+ 23)
	2.883 (+ 19)


BISHOPS
	Continent
	Total
Bishops
	Bishops
Diocesan
	Bishops
Religious

	Africa
	617 (+1)
	442 (+2)
	175 (-1)

	America
	1,762 (+19)
	1,217 (+13)
	545 (+6)

	Asia
	679 (+14)
	496 (+8)
	183 (+6)

	Europe
	1,511 (+11)
	1,286 (+7)
	225 (+4)

	Oceania
	126 (+1)
	84 (+3)
	42 (-2)

	Total
	4.695 (+46)
	3.525 (+33)
	1.170 (+13)


PRIESTS
	Continent
	Total
Priests 
	Diocesan Priests 
	Religious Priests 

	Africa
	29,274 (+1,286)
	18,872 (+ 1,290)
	10,402 (-4)

	America
	121,394 (+247)
	76,760 (+ 994)
	44,634 (-747)

	Asia
	45,790 (+1,937)
	27,274 (+ 1,558)
	18,516 (+ 379)

	Europe
	203,751 (-3,010)
	141,724 (- 2,491)
	62,027 (- 519)

	Oceania
	4,849 (+124)
	2,704 (+ 128)
	2,145 (-4)

	Total
	405,058 (-9)
	267,334 (+ 886)
	137,724 (-895)


PERMANENT DEACONS 
	Continent
	Total
permanent Deacons
	permanent
Diocesan Deacons
	permanent
Religious Deacons

	Africa
	336 (-36)
	316 (-23)
	20 (-13)

	America
	19,651 (+551)
	19,440 (+536)
	211 (+15)

	Asia
	143 (+28)
	74 (+2)
	69 (+26)

	Europe
	9,772 (+350)
	9,480 (+358)
	292 (-8)

	Oceania
	195 (+3)
	191 (+2)
	4 (+1)

	Total
	30.097 (+893)
	29.501 (+ 875)
	596 (+18)


BROTHERS, SISTERS, SECULAR INSTITUTES  

	Continent
	BROTHERS
	SISTERS
	Male 

Secular Institutes 

	Female

Secular Institutes 

	Africa
	7,139 (-110)
	53,980 (+ 1,285)
	32 (+8)
	435 (+51)

	America
	16,959 (+ 225)
	225,486 (- 4,563)
	108 (-43)
	5,611 (-24)

	Asia
	8,148 (+ 176)
	144,780 (+ 3,954)
	35 (-1)
	1,481 (+ 111)

	Europe
	20,903 (-355)
	348,085 (- 9,755)
	394 (-19)
	20,624 (-1.143)

	Oceania
	1,679 (-78)
	10,601 (- 306)
	1 (0)
	45 (-20)

	Total
	54,828 (- 142)
	782,932 (- 9,385)
	570 (-55)
	28,196 (-1.025)


LAY MISSIONARIES, CATECHISTS
	Continent
	Lay Missionaries
	Catechists

	Africa
	2,575 (+1,087)
	358,337 (-9,738)

	America
	134,646 (+708)
	1,618,688 (-45,414)

	Asia
	5,363 (+3,679)
	278,013 (-753)

	Europe
	1,077 (-850)
	497,361 (+7,075)

	Oceania
	84 (+43)
	15,052 (+3,029)

	Total
	143,745 (+4,667)
	2,767,451 (-46,101)


MAJOR SEMINARIANS – DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS
	Continent
	major

Diocesan Seminarians 


	major
Religious Seminarians
	Total
Major Seminarians 

	Africa
	15,898 (+711)
	6,312 (+505)
	22,210 (+1,216)

	America
	25,376 (+597)
	12,399 (+12)
	37,775 (+609)

	Asia
	14,883 (+116)
	12,362 (-136)
	27,245 (-20)

	Europe
	16,207 (-689)
	8,816 (-196)
	25,023 (-885)

	Oceania
	613 (+1)
	333 (+34)
	946 (+35)

	Total
	72,977 (+736)
	40,222 (+219)
	113,199 (+955)


MINOR SEMINARIANS– DIOCESAN AND RELIGIOUS
	Continent
	Minor
Diocesan Seminarians
	Minor
Religious Seminarians
	Total
Minor Seminarians 

	Africa
	40,252 (-197)
	3,986 (-935)
	44,238 (- 1,132)

	America
	13,110 (-1,044)
	5,835 (-242)
	18,945 (- 1,286)

	Asia
	14,809 (-1,801)
	7,735 (-320)
	22,544 (- 2,121)

	Europe
	8,191 (-522)
	5,528 (-195)
	13,719 (- 717)

	Oceania
	281 (+27)
	56 (+7)
	337 (+ 34) 

	Total
	76,643 (-3,537)
	23,140 (-1,685)
	99,783 (- 5,222)


SCHOOLS AND PUPILS
	
	Kindergartens
	pupils
	PRIMARY
schools
	pupils
	SECONDARY
institutes
	pupils
	High school
pupils
	University
students

	Africa
	11,025
	1,041,335
	31,818
	11,573,335
	7,959
	2,727,430
	35,251
	52,168

	America
	15,655
	1,604,740
	23,864
	7,536,597
	10,203
	3,725,658
	561,974
	1,421,941

	Asia
	12,705
	1,455,856
	15,318
	5,263,695
	8,484
	4,629,530
	891,065
	468,664

	Europe
	22,880
	1,661,947
	17,764
	3,065,511
	9,982
	3,665,590
	246,466
	238,555

	Oceania
	838
	51,850
	2,786
	617,008
	647
	368,770
	12,662
	6,905

	Total
	63,103
	5,815,728
	91,550
	28,056,146
	37,275
	15,116,978
	1,747,418
	2,188,233


WELFARE AND HEALTHCARE INSTITUTES 

	Continent
	hospitals
	Dispensaries
	Leprosy care centres
	Homes for aged chronically ill and disabled
	Orphanages
	nurseries
	Marriage counselling centres
	other
Institutes
	TOT.

	Africa
	964
	5,018
	270
	655
	791
	2,036
	1,728
	1,575
	15,239

	America
	1,954
	5,459
	63
	3,755
	2,488
	4,212
	5,802
	4,751
	43,592

	Asia
	1,076
	3,402
	340
	1,685
	3,049
	2,959
	940
	1,384
	19,682

	Europe
	1,232
	2,457
	4
	7,975
	2,580
	2,376
	4,641
	1,688
	33,094

	Oceania
	167
	190
	1
	362
	60
	92
	237
	48
	1,650

	Total
	5,393
	16,526
	678
	14,432
	8,968
	11,675
	13,348
	9,446
	113,257


(Agenzia Fides 23/10/2004)
ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS
UNDER THE CARE OF THE
CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 
Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

Vatican City (Fides Service) – According to figures taken from the Pontifical Year book 2004 and elaborated by Fides the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is responsible for 1.077 ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS archdioceses, dioceses, territorial abbacies, apostolic vicariates, apostolic prefectures, apostolic administrations, Mission sui juris, military Ordinates. By continent as follows: 477in Africa,  456 in Asia, 84 in America, 46 Oceania, 14 in  Europe.     


Details of ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS in the care of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples:

	area
	64,434,109 sq. km.

	Population
	3,130,612,606

	Catholics
	184,202,583

	Parishes
	29,651

	churches
	14,173

	resident secular Priests 
	39,173

	Secular Priests ordained in the year
	2,233

	resident Religious Priests 
	25,373

	Religious Priests ordained in the year
	490

	permanent Deacons 
	663

	Major Seminarians (philosophy and theology)
	12,328

	Brothers
	53,749

	Sisters
	156,120

	Institutes of education
	86,373

	Welfare institutes 
	23,301



The Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is at the service of the Pope as the “central body for promoting, directing and co-ordinating” the activity of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation throughout  the world (cfr.​ Ad gentes, 29; Pastor bonus,85).


From the beginning in obedience to the command received from Christ, the Church has always proclaimed the Gospel to all peoples. In order to fulfil her missionary duty in the face of growing demand for evangelisation in the 16th century the Church began to set up special structures. In 1622 Pope Gregory XV instituted the “Sacred Congregation de Propaganda Fide”, with the task of “preaching and proclaiming the Gospel and Catholic doctrine in all missions”, investing it also with decision making powers to guarantee this commitment rapidity and effectiveness. In 1627 Pope Urban VIII founded Propaganda Fide Urban College, for the formation of secular clergy for the mission and the Tipografia Poliglotta (Vatican Printing Press) to print documents and books in different languages.


With the apostolic constitution “Pastor bonus” Pope John Paul II ha confirmed the general principle of jurisdiction laid down by the Second Vatican Council (cfr. Ad gentes, 29), which states: “The Congregation has the task of directing and co-ordinating  the work of evangelisation of peoples and missionary cooperation” (85).


The main duties of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples include: guarantee proper distribution of missionaries and formation for local secular clergy and catechists; entrust Religious Institutes, or Mission Societies, or particular Churches with the evangelisation of mission territories. 

(S.L.) (Agenzia Fides 23/10/2004)
ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

In the world
	Continents
	Archdioceses and Dioceses
	Territorial Abbacies
	Apostolic Vicariates
	Apostolic prefectures
	Missio sui iuris
	Apostolic administrations

	Military ordinates
	TOTAL 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Africa
	450
	…
	15
	7
	1
	1
	3
	477

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	America
	38
	…
	42
	2
	2
	…
	…
	84

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Asia
	394
	1
	15
	36
	6
	2
	2
	456

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Europe
	12
	 
	…
	 
	1
	1
	…
	14

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Oceania
	42
	…
	…
	1
	2
	…
	1
	46

	TOTAL 
	936
	1
	72
	46
	12
	4
	6
	1.077


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

AFRICA

	Total
	477
	29.063.426
	725.885.391
	126.567.483
	11.162
	3.584
	18.174
	1.256
	9.364
	223
	326
	1.669
	21.530
	51.391
	49.888
	11.299

	Archdioceses and dioceses
	450
	24.930.257
	679.061.556
	125.723.466
	10.883
	3.465
	18.010
	1.239
	9.149
	223
	314
	1.506
	21.251
	50.857
	49.546
	11.141

	Apostolic vicariates
	15
	3.127.509
	40.018.242
	681.719
	215
	82
	135
	17
	186
	 
	12
	141
	238
	487
	313
	126

	Apostolic prefectures
	7
	1.003.319
	6.074.900
	160.123
	37
	36
	15
	 
	25
	 
	 
	22
	36
	43
	22
	17

	Admin. Apost.
	1
	2.033
	725.393
	2.075
	2
	1
	1
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	3
	4
	7
	15

	Military ordinates
	3
	 
	 
	 
	22
	 
	13
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 

	Missio sui iuris
	1
	308
	5.300
	100
	3
	…
	…
	…
	1
	…
	…
	…
	1
	…
	…
	…

	AFRICA
	N. Total
	area
	Population
	Catholics
	Parishes
	Churches
	Resident secular priests
	Secular priests ordained during the year
	 Religious Priests 
	Religious priests ordained during the year
	Deacons permanent
	 Major Seminarians 
	Brothers
	Sisters
	Institutes of education 
	welfare Institutes 


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

AMERICA

	Total
	84
	11.779.895
	21.081.896
	11.939.526
	1.622
	2.039
	903
	51
	1.066
	4
	199
	636
	1.613
	3.660
	3.437
	711

	Archdioceses and dioceses
	38
	9.131.512
	12.924.693
	5.545.420
	980
	1.053
	568
	28
	598
	 
	141
	288
	901
	1.951
	1.583
	323

	Apostolic vicariates
	42
	2.623.614
	8.077.795
	6.369.072
	631
	985
	322
	23
	467
	4
	58
	343
	710
	1.696
	1.839
	387

	Apostolic prefectures
	2
	24.010
	20.379
	14.730
	6
	1
	7
	 
	1
	 
	 
	5
	2
	13
	12
	1

	Missio sui iuris
	2
	759
	59.029
	10.304
	5
	…
	6
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	3
	…

	AMERICA
	N. Total
	area
	Population
	Catholics
	Parishes
	Churches
	Resident secular priests
	Secular priests ordained during the year
	 Religious Priests 
	Religious priests ordained during the year
	Deacons permanent
	 Major Seminarians 
	Brothers
	Sisters
	Institutes of education 
	welfare Institutes 


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS
UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

ASIA
	Total
	456
	23.014.312
	2.382.343.035
	42.076.095
	15.464
	8.088
	18.991
	893
	13.695
	248
	50
	9.470
	28.603
	97.714
	30.565
	10.821

	Archdioceses and dioceses
	394
	13.506.512
	2.170.457.750
	38.366.983
	14.840
	7.259
	18.614
	874
	13.254
	245
	47
	9.139
	28.251
	96.723
	30.231
	10.723

	Apostolic vicariates
	15
	3.506.299
	64.302.524
	3.534.846
	220
	11
	168
	11
	121
	 
	3
	275
	193
	501
	155
	26

	Apostolic prefectures
	36
	3.250.801
	75.935.761
	166.811
	303
	617
	115
	8
	300
	3
	 
	55
	136
	414
	174
	69

	Admin. Apost.
	2
	736.000
	2.204.000
	2.600
	2
	1
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 

	Missio sui iuris
	6
	2.014.700
	69.443.000
	4.855
	20
	7
	2
	 
	20
	 
	 
	1
	23
	21
	 
	3

	Territorial abbacies
	1
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…
	…

	Military ordinates
	2
	 
	 
	 
	79
	193
	89
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	52
	5
	 

	ASIA
	N. Total
	area
	Population
	Catholics
	Parishes
	Churches
	Resident secular priests
	Secular priests ordained during the year
	 Religious Priests 
	Religious priests ordained during the year
	Deacons permanent
	 Major Seminarians 
	Brothers
	Sisters
	Institutes of education 
	welfare Institutes 


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides
EUROPE
	Total
	14
	195.841
	17.495.748
	1.091.051
	448
	9
	338
	8
	442
	5
	1
	91
	566
	914
	65
	68

	Archdioceses and dioceses
	12
	97.441
	7.837.748
	1.025.801
	424
	9
	287
	6
	434
	5
	1
	75
	553
	847
	65
	58

	Admin. Apost.
	1
	11.800
	2.100.000
	65.000
	23
	…
	51
	2
	6
	…
	…
	16
	10
	67
	…
	10

	Missio sui iuris
	1
	86.600
	7.558.000
	250
	1
	…
	…
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 
	3
	 
	 
	 

	EUROPE
	N. Total
	area
	Population
	Catholics
	Parishes
	Churches
	Resident secular priests
	Secular priests ordained during the year
	 Religious Priests 
	Religious priests ordained during the year
	Deacons permanent
	 Major Seminarians 
	Brothers
	Sisters
	Institutes of education 
	welfare Institutes 


ECCLESIASTICAL CIRCUMSCRIPTIONS

UNDER THE CARE OF THE

CONGREGATION FOR THE EVANGELISATION OF PEOPLES 

Source: “Pontifical year book 2004” elaborated by Fides

OCEANIA
	Total
	46
	735.640
	12.041.648
	3.123.804
	1.013
	451
	823
	27
	847
	10
	97
	458
	1.509
	2.966
	2.456
	406

	Archdioceses and dioceses
	42
	735.421
	11.977.781
	3.118.586
	1.006
	414
	801
	27
	841
	10
	95
	456
	1.502
	2.955
	2.447
	406

	Missio sui iuris
	2
	38
	12.993
	617
	3
	…
	1
	…
	1
	…
	1
	1
	1
	…
	…
	…

	Military Ordinates
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	6
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Apostolic prefectures
	1
	181
	50.874
	4.601
	4
	36
	15
	…
	5
	…
	1
	1
	6
	11
	9
	…

	OCEANIA
	N. Total
	area
	Population
	Catholics
	Parishes
	Churches
	Resident secular priests
	Secular priests ordained during the year
	 Religious Priests 
	Religious priests ordained during the year
	Deacons permanent
	 Major Seminarians 
	Brothers
	Sisters
	Institutes of education 
	welfare Institutes 


(Agenzia Fides 23/10/2004)
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