PASTORAL VISIT TO BANGLADESH
 9-13 SEPTEMBER 2015

25° Anniversary of the creation of the Diocese of Rajshahi

Jubilee Mass

11th September 2015, Friday, 9:30am

Homily 

First reading: 

Nehemiah 8, 2-4a. 5-6, 8-10
Second reading: 
1 Tim 1-2; 12-14
Gospel: 


Luke 19, 1-10
Special greetings to Bishop Gervas Rozario, to the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop George Kocherry, and the clergy. 

Cordial and warm greetings also to the Bishops who came to join this special occasion of giving thanks to God. 
In a special way, I warmly greet the first Bishop of the diocese of Rajshahi, Archbishop Patrick D’Rozario who is here present among us. 

I greet the civil authorities who are also with us today. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospel today tells us about the conversion of Zacchaeus, a citizen residing neither far from Jerusalem nor from the River Jordan. Zacchaeus was a tax collector, he was rich, but not loved by the people. In spite of having everything, he was not happy. He heard about Jesus and wanted to see Him. He wanted to know about this poor man, a preacher so loved by the people who follow Him. Being small in stature, Zacchaeus looked for a place where he could see and hear Jesus better. So he climbed up a tree, where Zacchaeus and Jesus looked at each other, and Jesus says to Zacchaeus: I must stay at your house. Very happy with this encounter, Zacchaeus received Him in his house and that was the beginning of his conversion and faith in Jesus. 

This story seems to be a paradigm of the story of your Diocese, which although small, has been growing in following Jesus in the proclamation of the Word of God during these past years. From a small seed, it has grown into a great ecclesial reality.

Twenty-five years ago, your Diocese was born. We could say that it was still small in stature but wanting to see and know Jesus. Thanks to the Diocese of Dinajpur and the Archdiocese of Dhaka, your Mother Diocese, who served to be your sycamore tree, you were carried up, led by the hand and moved forward so that you would become a self-sustaining Diocese by fixing your gaze on Jesus. It is consoling to know that after twenty-five (25) years your Local Church is growing, not only in number, but also in the service of God and of the community, in spite of tensions and different difficulties. We are like leaven in the midst of millions of non-Christian inhabitants, therefore, there is so much work to do. 

Try to constantly ignite your love for God and neighbors so that you may become little sparks of light within society, in order to guide others towards the right path. Twenty-five (25) years ago there were only eight (8) parishes ministered by ten (10) diocesan Priests and nine (9) missionary Priests, but now the number of parishes has almost doubled to nineteen (19), and the number of diocesan Priests has tripled to thirty-six (36). The Lay Faithful are also called to help their Priests to be authentic ministers of God who bring his flock closer to Him. 

After twenty-five years, you must have evidently grown in all aspects, and are now called to transmit what you have received: faith in Christ and love for your Church. Just as Zacchaeus received Jesus in his house and decided to change his life by his firm resolve to help other people and live in justice and truth, so may your Local Church, after having received Jesus, also share its joy of witnessing an authentic Christian life. In these aspects you could lead others by being a model and example. 

This jubilee celebration is an opportune time for self-assessment; a time to look back from the past and forward to the future. It will certainly involve many activities and opportunities where you will discover the good you can do for your own Local Church. In today’s joyful celebration, the Universal Church, along with the Holy Father, shares in your joy as you celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the foundation of the Diocese of Rajshahi. This is a celebration for the entire Local Church in Bangladesh, that is, for all the baptized. It is a moment of great importance to thank our Lord for the gift of this Diocese. 

I am very happy to be with you today. Maybe I could have just sent a nice message, but I told myself: I will do everything in order to personally share with you this joyful event and impart the Papal blessing and some encouraging words to each one of you. It is a duty and a joy to impart my blessing and encouragement to the entire Church in Bangladesh, to the Bishops, Priests, Religious, and Catechists. Our Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples is close to each and every one of you and accompanies you with all faith. We know that by virtue of our baptism each one is a member of the Mystical Body of Christ and each member has his and her task to fulfill, be it as a catechist, parish office worker, Holy Mass participant, altar server, lector, acolyte, choir member, and so on, and so forth. My greetings and best wishes belong in a special way to each and every one of you as you rejoice and celebrate this great grace from God of being a Local Church called to guide others onto the path leading them back to God. 

I would like to conclude by referring to a significant Scripture passage from the Book of Joshua, which relates well to the First reading of today’s Liturgy, where Joshua addresses his small Community - men, women, and children – and asks them, confronted by the Word of God, if they still intend to follow the law all the days of their lives. The immediate and compelling response that the people utter is a most beautiful testimony of faith: We will serve and follow Him alone, God, the Holy One. 

It is precisely with these words that I wish to express my greetings and I do hope that you will always carry them in your hearts: “We, men, women, and children of the Diocese of Rajshahi, also want to serve the Lord and follow God the Holy One alone.” May Mary, the Mother of our faith in Jesus, be your teacher and companion along your journey as you move towards the fiftieth (50th) anniversary of your Church. I wish you all the best and may God bless all of you.

