LET THERE BE PEACE 

Statement of Appeal for Peace in Jos 

  

1. The tragic news of the latest spate of violent conflict in Jos, which has now hit the international news media, is indeed most unfortunate, and this for many reasons. 

a) It is unfortunate because once again, lives and properties have been destroyed, causing great avoidable damage and misery to many families and communities. Of particularly grave concern is the targeting of places of worship. 

b) Perhaps more serious is the spiritual damage caused to our efforts at mutual good relationships across lines of ethnic, political and religious differences. Commendable efforts at conflict resolution, reconciliation and peace building, involving both government and religious leaders in the state, have been made since the previous incidents two years ago. There is the risk that the recent events might compromise or at least slacken these laudable efforts. This risk must be avoided by all means. 

c) I am writing this in Rome – Italy, where I am on an important Church assignment. The news has once again projected our dear country Nigeria in a very bad light abroad, reinforcing an undeserved bad reputation for our nation. 

  

2. In the name of the Christian Association of Nigeria, I offer my sincere sympathies to all who have lost people and properties in this unfortunate incident. We pray especially for the souls of those who have died. 

  

3. We call on government, at all levels, especially state and federal, to intensify efforts to re-establish peace and tranquillity in the state. In doing this, government can count on the prayers of all Nigerian Christians, and many other men and women of good will. 

  

4. We wish to stress, as we have done often in the past, that it is the primary responsibility of government to ensure the security of lives and properties of citizens, especially through vigilance, firm and impartial enforcement of law and order, justice and general good governance. Law abiding Nigerians could be tempted to take alternative measures for self defence if they ever feel that they can no longer trust the state to protect them. This must never be allowed to happen. 

  

5. In the same vein, it is necessary that these incidents be thoroughly and transparently investigated. It is not enough to gather the so-called “hoodlums” who are only being used. The state ought to be in a position to fish out the real and often faceless planners, promoters and sponsors of these incidents, and hold them accountable, no matter who they may be. Killing of people is murder and destruction of property, even of churches and mosques, is arson. These must be treated as the crime that they are, with the full weight of the law. 

  

6. There is a clearly political dimension to this incident, in motivation, immediate trigger, and line-up of actors. Unfortunately, there are those who try to gain political mileage by dragging in religion, which they callously manipulate, use, misuse and abuse. This is all the more reason why all genuine religious leaders must join hands to liberate religion from those who seek to highjack it, and give it a bad name. Even from here in Rome, I am in touch with the Sultan of Sokoto, Muhamad Sa’ad Abubakar, the President of the Nigerian Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs, as we seek to jointly promote messages of peace. In our country, there is no viable alternative to efforts to continue working together to encourage mutual respect, peaceful coexistence and positive collaboration. This is the spirit of the Nigerian Inter-religious Council, (NIREC). We shall not allow anything to distract us from this important service for our nation. The Lord Jesus has assured us that “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.” (Mat. 5:9). We hold firmly unto this divine promise. 

  

7. May God bless our nation with peace and harmony. Amen. 

  

  

(signed) 

Archbishop John ONAIYEKAN, Catholic Archbishop of Abuja, 

President, Christian Association of Nigeria, (CAN) 

 

