HOMILY

CELEBRATION OF THE MASS 

WITH PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS  MEN AND WOMEN

Friday, Dec. 14, 2012
First Reading: Is. 48:17-19

Gospel: Mt. 11:16-19

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  Tumsifu Yesu Kristu!
I am delighted to have this opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist with you, who have consecrated your lives to the Lord in the Priesthood and Religious Life, especially as we gather to celebrate the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Catholic Faith in this region, and the Year dedicated to Faith. I thank you for the kind welcome you have given me. 

Dear brother Priests, as we commemorate today the Memorial of St. John of the Cross, it is important to recall that you have been chosen from among the people, consecrated to act in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. Believe in the power of your Priesthood! By virtue of the Sacrament, you have received all that you are. When you utter the words "I" and "my" ("I absolve you ... This is “my” body ...), you do so, not in your own name, but in the name of Christ (in persona Christi), Who wants to use your lips and your hands, your spirit of sacrifice and your talent. This is the nature of the Catholic Priesthood, which can only be understood in reference to Christ, the “Word”. The priest is “a derivation, a specific participation in and continuation of Christ Himself, the one High Priest of the new and eternal Covenant. The priest is the living and transparent image of Christ the priest.” (Blessed John Paul II, Pastores dabo vobis, n.12)  You are called to continue the salvific work of Christ: “For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him” (Jn. 3:17).

Dear Members of Religious Communities, remember that every charism is an evangelical word which the Holy Spirit recalls from the Church’s memory (cf. Jn 14:26). It is not by accident that we have Consecrated Life in the Church.  It “is born from hearing the Word of God and embracing the Gospel as its rule of life. A life devoted to following Christ in his chastity, poverty and obedience thus becomes ‘a living “exegesis” of God’s word’… Every charism and every rule springs from it and seeks to be an expression of it, thus opening up new pathways of Christian living marked by the radicalism of the Gospel.” (Pope Benedict XVI, Verbum Domini, n. 83)

Consecrated Brothers and Sisters, Gospel radicalism means being “rooted and built up in Him (Christ), and established in the faith” (cf. Col 2:7). In your Consecrated Life, this means going to the very source of the love of Jesus Christ with an undivided heart, putting nothing ahead of this love, and being completely devoted to Him, like St. John of the Cross, St. David Okello and St. Jildo Irwa. Your lives must testify to that personal encounter with Christ which has nourished your Consecration, and to all of the transforming power of that encounter. This is even more important today, when “we see a certain “eclipse of God” taking place, a kind of amnesia which, albeit not an outright rejection of Christianity, is nonetheless a denial of the treasure of our faith, a denial that could lead to the loss of our deepest identity” (Pope Benedict XVI, Message for World Youth Day, 2011, n. 1). In a world of relativism and mediocrity, we need that radicalism to which your consecration bears witness, as a way of belonging to God who is loved above all things: “… you will receive the power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witness in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts, 1:8).

This Gospel radicalism proper to your Consecrated Life finds expression in filial communion with the Church, the home of the children of God, built by Christ.  This necessarily includes communion with her Pastors, who set forth in the Lord’s name the Deposit of Faith received from the Apostles, and found in the Church’s Magisterium and the Christian Tradition. It includes communion with your own Religious families, as you gratefully preserve your authentic spiritual patrimony, while, at the same time valuing other charisms. And it includes communion with all other members of the Church, the lay faithful, who are called to make their own specific vocation a testimony to the one Gospel of the Lord. In all of this, it is  the Lord who leads you “on the way you should go” (Is. 48:17), and His way is the Way of the Cross, the way of daily sacrifice. It is the way which was shared by all the Martyrs of Uganda, who suffered and shed their blood for Christ.  It is the way to salvation and to holiness. 

To be led by God in your Consecration means to be led by Christ’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit, leading to an obvious outcome: “…the fruits of the Holy Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23). For this reason, St. Paul encouraged the Ephesians not to lose heart in tribulations, “that you, rooted and grounded in love may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses all knowledge, so that you might be filled with all the fullness of God.” (cf. Eph. 3:18-19)

Finally, Gospel radicalism finds expression in the mission with which God has chosen to entrust us: our Priestly and Religious Lives. As we live them out, we welcome the Word of God along the different pathways of the apostolic life, and in the furrows, the seed of the Gospel bears fruit in the education of children and young people, the care of the sick and elderly, the pastoral care of families, commitment to respect for life, witness to the truth and the proclamation of peace and charity, the work of the missions and the New Evangelization, and so many other aspects of the Church’s apostolate.

Dear Brothers and Sisters celebrating this Year of Faith: with all your hearts bear the witness of holiness to which God is calling you, as you follow Jesus Christ more closely and unconditionally in consecration, communion and mission. The Church needs your fidelity, rooted and built up in Christ. Thank you for your generous, total, and perpetual “yes” to the call of Christ. I pray that the Virgin Mary, Queen of Evangelization, may sustain and accompany your Consecrated Lives, with the lively desire that it will challenge, nourish and illumine all the people of God. 

     
With these sentiments, I ask God, through the intercession of the St. John of the Cross and the Martyrs of Uganda, to bless abundantly the generous contribution which Consecrated Life has made to this World. Asanteni sana!
MUNGU AWABARIKI  +GOD BLESS YOU ALL+

